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ISOl.ATED ExPI.OITS. 


D UillNC the first two years of the 
war 160 Victoria (Vosses w<'r(‘ 
awardofl to niernlHTs of (h<* Navy 
and tJie Army for valour, eompan'd 
with (he awards of 182 in all for the Indi.in 
Mutiny, 111 for the Crimean War, and 7S for 
the South African AVar. 

In the carliiT days of 1014 15 the Cros.N ujis 
won by oHiccrs and men of the old Ri'gular 
Army which gained lasting fame by its valiant 
rearguard actions ending at the Marne ; and 
the deeds were of the same heroic nature as 
those which marki^d the campaigns in (he 
(Vimea, India, South Africa, and many other 
lands. 

From the time when the tirst Victoria 
(.Voss was granted to Mr., subsiupiently 
Rear-Admiral, Lucas, mate? of H.M.S. Hecla, 
for picking up a live shell from th(‘ ileek 
and throwing it. overboard, until the earliiT 
stages of the war there had been but little 
variation in the nature of the deeds for which 
the greatest and most coveted of all militarv 
honours was gWen. There were well defiiHul 
ciremnstances wliich governed the recom- 
mendation to confer the lionoiir, conditions 
almost as unchanging as the order of naval 
warfare which prevail<»d till Rodney bn>k(' the 
Vol. X.— Part 118 . 


line; then arc*i> the ama/.ing and the unfore- 
seen — at times almost incredible —develop- 
ments of the gigantic struggl(‘. A new system 
of battle on sea and land had comt‘ into being 
and had produced new types of lighters — the 
airman, the submarine man, tlu^ bomber, 
tlio treiiehmaii, doers of “ things unat tc'inpted 
yet in prose nr rhyme." 'The achi(‘v«‘m('nt.s 
of Shaw, tin'' Lifegiiardsman, at Waterloo w(M-t* 
ov'ei*s}uulow’ed by the acts of men like Michael 
O’Leary and Albert Jacka, both of whom won 
the Cross by prodigies of prowess. O'Li^ary, 
single-lianded, slew eight (jcrmans and took 
two prismiers, incidentally capt uring a position. 
That WTUS in Frain^e. In Callipoli Jai^ka, also 
single-handed, killed the whole of a party of 
sev'^en Turks, five by rifli‘ fire and twT) w'itli tho 
bayoru't. 

O’Leary was an Irish (hiardsman, a pro- 
fessional soldier, who had previously servtd 
in the Navy ; .hwtka was what might be called 
a civilian of the New Army, an Australian, 
and the first of his coiaitrymen to win the 
(Voss. And in that ti 'in "civilian” could be 
found one of the most remarkable characteris- 
tics of tho conflict, hist as in the days of 
Cromwell there aro- men wlio, though not 
trained a.s soldiers, :md not loving war, yr(. 
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Pt6a E2. BARB£jR, Lo6<**Corp< !)• BELCHERi 

Ist Bn. (ircniulicr Gd^i. London lUfle BrlRado, 

(NiMivo Chupcilc). (Xcar St. JuIUoi). 


» iLa/ayeffe. 

Drummer S. J. BENT. Capt. E. K. BRADBURY. 

Ut Bn. B. Lanrs. Rcgt. “ L ” Battory, B.H.A. 

(Xoar Lo (ihcor). (Ncry). 


./iiquered t ho Cavaliors, whom God mmlo “ as 
riv/ ' ble to their swords,” so there flocked to 
thf ‘ w Army tho mere civilian — the curatts 
the ikwyer, the actor, the writer, tho elementary 
teacher, the newsvendor, tho greengrocer's 
boy, the physically big and the man of small 
stature. To many such as thcf^c was given 
tho Victoria Cross. To aristocrats and 
reformat(jry lads, and to all the ranks and 
stations that came between theses gr(*at social 
(‘xtremes, the honour was awarded, and such 
was tho divergence of condition and age of the 
lighters that tho Cross was given to an elderly 
married man with nine children and a boy of 
sixteen who, mortally wounded, died at his 
post in tho Batiks of Jutland Bank. * J. 

For amazing exploits on tho H(Jd; in sub- 
marine's and aero])laries, for unparalleled skill 
and daring in g(‘tting above and destroying a 
Zeppolin by bombing these were amongst the 
dc'eds that won the Victoria Cross during the 
first two \ears of war. And all the.se excep- 
tional mds of heroism w(*r(" a[)art/ aiid distinct 
from achievdiK'iits which in lesser tinies 
would almo-st sundy have lieen acknowledged 
by the award of the sanu^ distinction. 


It was stated by Mr. Lloyd George in the 
Ifou.se of Commons on July 20, 1910, that up 
to that time — almost two years from the 
beginning of the war — the total number of 
de(!orations is.sued and in eciurse of issue u[) to 
date was ; — Victoria Cross, 100 ;* Distinguished 
Service Order, 1,070 ; Military Cro.ss, 3,851 ; 
Distinguished Conduct Medal, 0,279 ; Military 
Medal, already i.ssued, 2,040, making a total of 
14,012. Ajiproved, but not notified from the 
War Onic(% Military IMedal'j, 8,000. 

A remarkable feature of the awards of the 
Victoria (.Voss in the (^Ireat War was the largo, 
number gazetted at one time anti tho great 
proport ioti of dead heroes who were honoured. 
I'he v'cry fir-st awards were made on November 
10, 1914, and the.se numbered nine. They were 
giv^en to ofTicers. non-commi.ssioned officers and 
men for their ” conspicuous bravt^ry whilst 
serving with the Expeditiotinry Force,” and 
they proved that the Jfritish Army laid bejui 
true to its glorious traditions. On November 

♦ 'J’he Victoriji (Voss wns in.stilwtod iti 1850; tho 
Distinj^iiished Service Order in 1880 ; the .Military Cross 
(jii January 1, 101.'); tho I Jistin^uisliod Conduct Medal 
in 185M ; the Military .Modal in April. 1‘MO. 



Lce.-SerKt. 0. BROOKS. Pte. W. BUCKINGHAM, Corp. A. BURT, Pte. H. CHRISTIAN, 

Jrd Bn. Coldstivain tJuurUs 2nd jA*lcf«tiTshlrc Rcgt. Ist il(‘it« (T.F.) 2iid Royal Lnnc. 

(Near Loos). fXeuve Chapelle). (Cuinchy). (Western Front). 






Lce.-Corp. W. R. COTTER, 

6th East Kents 
(Western Front). 


Sergt.-MaJ. H. DANIELS. 

2iul Rifle Brigade 
(Neuve Chai)elie). 


Lieut. W. DARTNELL, 

Royal Fusiliers 
(East Africa). 


Corp. J. DAWSON, 

Royal Engineers 
(Holienzoliern Redoubt) 


26, 1914, eight further awards were notified, and 
subsequently there wore nuinorons batches as 
well as individual announcements. 

First of all the winners to be named was 
Captain Francis O. Grenfell, 0th liancers, for a 
double act of gallantry on the same day, 
August 24, 1914. The brief olfieial .g'eeord 
stated that the Cross had been given for 
“ gallantry in action against unbroken infantry 
at Andregnies, Belgium, on 24th August, 1914, 
and for gallant conduct in assistiiig to save the 
guns of the llOth Battery, Royal Fi<‘ld Artillery, 
near Doubon the same day.” Captain Grc'idell 
was wounded in the legs and a hand and was 
invalided home. While in London ho was 
reeeiv'ed at Biiekingham Palaoo<*by the King, 
wlu) <leeorated him with the Cross. Subse- 
qn(*ntly this otlicer returned to the front. 
He W'as killed in action on JMay 24, 1915. 
His twin brother Riversdale, to whom he 
was deeply attached, and who also was an 
oflicor in the 9th Lancers, was killed in action, 
too. Both were nephews of Field-Marshal 
Lord Grenfell. Captain Grenfell was devoted 
to his profession and his cor[)s and in his 


will he directed that his Cross should be gipA*Mn 
to the 9th, “to whom the honour of/ / 
gaining the V.C. was ent irely due, thanks '’ - il' ^ 
splendid discipline and traditions which exist 
in tliis magnificent regiment.” To his illus- 
trious uncle he paid an affeetionate tribute, and 
add(*d, “ I hav’e endeavoun'd to base my career 
on his example.” 

He was mortally wounded w’liile assisting 
wounded men into shelter ” was t lu' eonehision 
of the brief otlicial record of the act for which 
(.\iptain Theodore Wright, R.F., was awardcnl 
the Cross, one of the first nine. At Mons, on 
Augu.st 23, J(i^ Ipied to connect np the load to 
domolit^ .a bridge, and be made the attempt 
under ^ifeeavy fire. He was wourided in the 
head, bu^Kindaunted he made a sc'cond effort. 
It wa.s afterwards, at Vailly, on September 14, 
while assisting the passage of the fith Cavalry 
JJrigade over the 2 )ontoon bridge that (.^aptain 
Wright receiv ed his mortal w ounds. 

Wright’s gallantry was aceoin pan ic'd on the 
sam(3 day by the act of anot her Royal Friginc'cT 
—Lance-Corporal Charles Alfred .Jarvis who, 
in full view of the enemy, and for an hour and 
a half under heavy fire, suec^c'c'ded in firing 



f Sw tine. 


Lieut. J. DIMMER, Battery-Serst-Maj. DORRELL, Lce.-Corp. F. DOBSON. 

2nd Bn. K.R.R.C. “ L ” Battery R.H.A. Coldstrrnin Cluarda 

(Klein Zillebeke). (Neiy). (Cliavanne). 


* Driver 7. DRAIN. 

37th Battery R.F.A. 
(Le Catoau). 




PRIVATE GEORGE WILSON. HIGHLAND LIGHT INFANTRY. 

Awarded the V.C. for gallantry on September H, 1914, near Verneuil. He attacked a hostile machine-gun, accompanied by only one man. 
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(iharges which dCvStroyed a bridge. Half a 
dozen more Crosses were to go to the Corps : 
to Captain W. H. Johnston, who at Missy on 
September 14, 1914, personally worked (wo 
rafts throughout the day, bringing back 
wounded across the river and returning with 
ammunition, and so enabling the advan(*ed 
brigade to maintain its position ; Lieut (aiant 
Philip Neame, for rescuing many wound(^d 
men near >ieuve Chapello on December 19, 
1914 ; Lieutenant Cyril G. Martin, D.S.O., 
who on March 12, 1915, displayed great 
heroism when in command of six grenatk*- 
throwers, and, tliough wounded, led his party 
into the ('nemy’s trenches ; Captain L. G. 
Hawker, D.S.O., for a triumphant flying 
achievementr- -he had been transferred to the 
H.K.C. on July 25, 1915 ; Teiriporary ^^eeond- 
Lieutt'uant P. 71. Johnson, for (lie courage 
and initiative ho showed in the attack on Hill 
70 on September 25, 1915 ; and to Corporal 
J. Tj. Dawson, who, during am assault on tho 
Hohenzollern lledoubt on October 13, 1915, 
performed mamy aict s of courage, chief amongst 
(lunn Ix'ing finding three leaiking gas cyliTid(‘rs 
aind rolling them away to ai saitb placa*, then 
firing rifle bullets into tlu^m to let tlu*. gas 
(^scaipe, and so saving maxny men from lacing 
gassed. lTaiwk(‘r’s f(*at, which should bo 
cn‘dit(.'d to the li.K.fA, \\'as due to his v<Ty 
greait personaxl bravery and skill. While 
flying ailone he saw aind ai.( tacked in su(;eession 
ihree Germam aeroplaiiies. 'The first escapt'd, 
the second wais daimaged axrad forced to descend, 
t he tliird wais aissaiiled by Haiwker axt a lioight 
of 10,000 ft., and wais brought down in the 
Hritish line's, tho pilot and observer being 
killed. J’he'. [aerformameo wais unejommonly 
s])l(‘ndiel, for the German craift were airmeel 
with maiehine guns axnd eaich ** carrieel a 
passe^iiger as well ais the pileat.” 

‘‘ He died of his wounds.” Such wais the 
tmel of Licutenaiiit Maiurice Jaimes DeMse, 
4th Haittailion The Royail Fusiliers. ‘‘ Thougli 
two or three time's laadly wejuiidt'd he eontinuexl 
tea control tho fire of his maiejiine' guns at Mons, 
on August. 23, until aill his men were shot. TTo 
elied of his wounds.” Thait is all tho story, as 
t he Gazelle published it ; yet no more splendiel 
tribute wais e^ver paxid to ai little baind caf Hritish 
hereae'H. 

Agaiin “ (He hais since' die*el of his wounds.) ” 
'Phat wais Caiptaiin Hairry 8he^rwoeael Hamken, 
Royal Army Me'dieail Cearps. Here', teao, tlic 
talo wais tolfl in fc'w but moving words Fear 


teneling wounde'd in the tivnehes nnc ^y riHe 
ami shraipned fire ait Haiutve^sne\s on Septe'mbe-r 
19, aind on September 20, ejeant.imiing tea aitte'uel 
tea wounele'el aifte'r his thigh ainel le'g haul been 
shaittered. (He hais since die'd eaf his wounds.) ” 

Corjaearail Chairles kk'ue'st Gairfearth, 15th 
Jlussairs. wais awairdexl thea Cross fear the'so 
e'xpleaits : — “ At Hairniignit's, ean August 23. 
volunteere'el to (;ut wire unele?r tire, whie*h 
e'uaible'd his sepiaulrem tea e^scayae. At J7ammairt in 
he cairrie'd ai naaiii out of aiction. On Septe'inbe'r 
3, when unde^r Maixim fire, lie extrieaited a 
serge*aint whease horse haul be'e'ii shot, ainel lay 
ojae'iiing fire for three minutes enaibled the 
s<*rg('ant to get avvaiy saifely.” 

Seve'ii of the first batch of nine awards have 
been de\'ilt with ; two remain to be de'scTibed, 
and this paiir concern ai dex'd which thrille'd (he* 
Fmpire — the; heroic stamd of ”L” Haitte'ry, 
Royal H eame Artilk'ry, an aict which maiy we;ll 
bo (‘(ampairc'd with the; famous affaiir of ” Q, ” 
Rat t cry at Saimai’s Peast, on Mare-h 31, 1900, 
fear which four Victeariai Creasse's we're' 
given. 

“ ” Battery had gi'e'aitly distinguishe'el 
itsc'lf at Mons, and in helping tea ceave'r t he; 
retreat fought a heavy rearguard aiction. (.)n 
September 1, ‘ft)14, the hist, daiy of tho re*t irement., 
in a morning mist, the batte'ry, at close rainge*. 
unexpectedly came into action with ai vastly 
superior German f<ar(!('. A fire was brought, to 
bear on the batte'ry whicli was so elc'st riie-tive' 
that only one British gun wais loft in au'tiean, 
and this was served, until all the' ammunition 
was cxjaiaided, by Baitte'ry - Sergc'ant - Maijor 
(jJeorgo Thomais J)orroll, Serge'aint Jlaivid Nelsem, 
Gunne^r H. J)arbyshire aind Driver Osborne*; 
all the rest of the oHicors ainel meai of t he haitte'ry 
having bee'n kille'd or wounde'd. Tho Que'e'ii’s 
Bays and “ I ” Battery caime; to tin; re;s(;ue' ait 
tho closb of the terrible artillery duel ainel 
what was left of ”L” Batte'ry e'ame emt of 
action. Dejrrell and Ne'Ison ree;e'ived the; 
Victoria Cross aind cejinmissions ; Dairbyshire* 
and Osborne were; awareh'fl the' Modaille* 
Militaire of France; ; it wais publicly state'd, 
though errone'ously, that the'y also had be'e'n 
grante'd the (Voss. 

Tho first nine awareh ceintainod the; hiie'f 
details of the' acts of P rre;!! and Nclsean. On 
Novembe'i' 25, 1914, ' iien t;ight Crosse's we're* 
awardf'd, the list coni ine'd tho following; 

Captain Edward K dor Bradbury (dt'ccjise d ), 
‘*7.,” Battery, 7ioyi' Hejrso Artille;ry. 

For gallantry aeifl aliility in n/g.iui/mg 

IlS-^2 
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Corp. A. DRAKE, Pte. E. DWYER. 

Kltto BriptftcU* iHt East Surrey 

(La Brique) (“ Hill 60 *’). 

Mio dofemeo of “Ju” 15ati<Ty apjainst lic'avy 
<)ddj>i at Nery on SepU^iribor 1. 

A detailed story of i-lic^ event was told by 
( 1 unnor Darbyshire after the battle. J3arbyKhire, 
a man of some years* service, eabn and obser- 
s ant, bad kept a record of the principal cir- 
(•umstarjees, and from this he refreshed his 
memory as ho told the tale, from whie-li 
extnu^tus are given ben? : 

“ All through the retreat we had been 
lighting heavily, and tliroughout the day on 
August :U wo fought till four o’clock in the 
afternoon ; then \> e wen? on^er(?d to n?tirc 
to Compiegne. It was a long inarch, and when 
we got to Nery, near (Jomi)iegne, early in the 
(•veiling, both horses and men were utterly 
(?xhausted and v(?ry hungry. As soon as wo 
got in w(? gave the horses some food. . . . 

“ Outposts wen? put out by the oflic(?rs, 
and the cavalry who were with us, the 2nd 
Dragoon (hiards (Queen’s Bays), were in a 
small fit?ld on the side of a road which was 
opposite to us. That road was really a deep 
cutting. . . . 

“ Having made all our dispositions, we went 
to sleep, and rested till half-past three in the 
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Capt. C. FOSS, Lce.-Corp. W. FULLER. 

2nd Bn. Bedford Re«t. Jst Bn. Grenadier Giiard.s 

(Xeiivi* Chapello). ( Neuve (’impelle). 


morning, when we were roused and told to 
get ready to march at a moment’s notice. 

“ The darkness seemed to hang about more 
than usual, and the morning was very misty ; 
but wo did not pay much attention to that, 
and we breakfasted and fed the horses. Wo 
expected to be off again, but the battery was 
ordered to stsCnd fast until further notice, j ; 

“ Serg(?ant- Major Dorrell thought that, this 
would bo a good opportunity to water the 
horses, so he ordered the right half -battery to 
w’ater, and the horses were taken behind a 
sugar factory wliich was a little distance away. 
The horses were watered and brought back and 
hooked into the guns and wagons ; then the 
left half -battery wont to water. . . . 

“All w’as w'oll, it seemed, and wo were now 
expecting to move off. . . . Then, without 
the slightest warning, a ‘ ranging ’ shot was 
dropped into th ? battery, and wo know instant ly 



Seo.-Lieut. A. FLEMINQ- Lieut. W. FORSHAW, 

SANDES, l/'Jth Bu. Manchester liegt. 

2nd East Surrey (T.F.) 

(liohenzollorn Redoubt). (Dardanelles). 

that the GtTinans were on us and had fired this 
trial shot to get the range of us. . . . 

“ We w ere taken completely by surprise, 
and at first could do nothing, for the ‘ ranging ’ 
shot was followed by an absolute hail of 
shrapnel, wliich almost blow the battery to 
pieces. . . . 

“ ‘ Who’ll volunteer to got the guns into 
action ? ’ shouted Captain Bradbury. 

“ Every man who could stand and fight 
said ‘ Me ! ’ and there was an instant rush 
for the guns. . . . 

“ The first gun came to grief through the 
terrified horses bolting and ONorturning it 
on the stoop bank of the road in front of us ; 
the second gun had the spokes of a wheel 
blown out by one of the very first of the Cemian 
shells, the third was disabled by a direct hit 
with a shell which killed the detachment ; 
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the fourth was left standing, though the wht^els 
got knocked about and sevc^ral holes wor<‘ 
made in the limber, and all the horses were 
shot down. The fifth gun was brought into 
action, but was silenced by the detachment 
lx>ing killed, and the sixth gun, our own, 
remaiiiod the whole time, though the sid<‘ 
of the limber was blown away, tlie wlu»t»ls 
were severely damaged, hcjh's were blown 
in the shield, ami the buffer was badly 
pep])ere<l by shrai)nel bullc-ts. The gun was 
a wreck. . . . 

“ As soon as we got Xumber Six gun into 
action 1 jumped into the sc'at and began firing, 
but HO awful was the concussion of our own 
explosions and the bursting (ferman shells 
that I could not bear it for long. J kept it 
up for about twenty iTxinutes, then my nose 
and cars w’cre bloetling because of t he c*oiicus- 
sion and T coukl not fire any more, so 1 left the 


Corp. C. GARFORTH. Sec.-Lieut B. GEARY. 

15th IlasHars l»t East Surrey 

(Hanuiffnies). (“Hill 00”). 

st^at and got a changi* by fetching amniiini- 
tion. . . . 

“ When 1 felt a little better I began to help 
Driver Osboria^ to fetch ammunition from the 
wagons. I had just managed to get back to 
the gun with an armful of ammunition, when a 
lydditt' shell exploded behind me, threw iiu‘ to 
the? ground, and partly stunned me. I was on 
the ground for what seemed to be about five 
minub^s and thought I was gone ; but wiu'u 
I came round I got up and found tliat 1 wjis 
uninjured. On looking round, liowcver, I 
saw that Cajitain Bradbury, who had playt^l a 
splendid part in getting the guns into action, 
had been knocked down by the same shell that 
floored me. I had been thrown on my face, 
Oaptain Bradbury had been knocked <lown 
backwards, and ho was about two yards away 
from me. When I came to my senses I went up 
to him and saw that he w^as mortally w'ounded. 



Pie. S. GODLEY, Capt. F. O. GRENFELL, 

4th lioyiil KiiHilh-rs jjth Lanccra 

(MonsV (\ojir Andrcunlfs). 

(‘xpirod a few minutes afterwards. Though 
thc‘ captain knew' that denlh was very near, 
lie tliought of his men to the last , and repeateclly 
begged to be carried away, so tiiat they should 
not bo upset by seeing him or hearing the cries 
which lie could not ri*strain. Two of the men 
w ho were w ounded, and w'C'ro-lying in the slieltt^r 
of a neighbouring liaystack, crawled up and 
managed to take the captain back wdth thciiii ; 
but he died almost as soon as the haystat^k 
was reached. . . 

Such w^as the end of the* heroic* Bradbury, and 
such w as the fight of “ \j " Bat tery in the 
morning mis# on the htst day of the (Ireat 
Retreat. 

» 

The tenth Victoria Cross was aiinounc(*d on 
Xovernbor 19, 1914. It was awardc^d to Lic*u- 
tenant John Tfenry Stephen Dimmer, 2nd 
Battalion King's Royal Ritk* ("orps. 41e 
served his macliine gun ehiring the* attack, on 
November 12, at Klein Zillelieke* until lie luid 
been sliot five times — three times by shrapnel 
and twice by bullets— and he* eoritimiod at liis 
post until Ills gun was deslroyed. Tii a lettc^r 
to bis motlier tlie modest^ suldic'r said that at 
about one o’clock they were suddenly attai'ked 
by the lirussian Guards, who shelled them iin- 
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iriefv^'ifiilly and ponred in a liail of 

bnllota at a rango of about a hundred yards. 
Dimnier got his guns going, i)ut the Germans 
smashed one up almost immediah'ly and then 
turne<l all their attend ion on the gun )n* was 
witli and smaslied that, too ; but before they 
did so he laid been t wieo woundc'd^ and was 
linally knoeked out with the gun. ‘‘ My faee 
is spattcrenl with pieces of my gun and pieces 
of shell,” h(‘ ad<led, “ and I have a bullet in iny 
face and four small ludes in my right shoulder. 

It ifjade rath(‘r a nasty mess of me at first, 
but now that [ am waslied and my wounds 
drovssc'd I look quite all right. ’* 

l^ho next Gross to })e gazetted —on Xovt'iii- 
ber 211, 11U4 -was given to a reformatory lad - 
lian(‘e-Corporal William Fuller, 2nd Jlattalion 
the Welsh Regiment — for conspicuous gallantry 
i>ii S(q)t.eiiiber 14 near Chivy, on the Aisne, by 
advancing about- 100 yards to pick up (^i|3taiii 
Mark llaggani, wlio was morfn.lly wound<‘d, 
and carrying him back to eov’er unde*!* very 
heavy rifle and uuudune-guu fire. As a private, 
Culler hM.d hoen mentioned in Sir John French’s 
dispatches. 

One of Culler's comnuies, Private H. l)<‘iTy, 
gave some details of (-aptain Haggard’s end 
>vhieh showed liow hard the light was in whieli 
lie lost his lile, The affair began on a Sunday, 
a day on which so many momentous bat-tk's 
t<»ok i>la(H* in the earlier period of the war. 
The Germans wt'n* in o\'t»rwhelmiiig foiw, y^c't 
Uie “ Old Contemptibles ” wt're cheeking them 
and holding them in linnd, Cour oHicers of tlic 
battalion w(‘re lost in twenty minutes and men 
h;i.d fallen in proportion. Still tlie shattered 
remnant. Jield to its task, fort ified Iw TKn\s \\ hi<Ji 
had bcMMi ])ass('d along tin? hatilefi(4d of glorious 
sne(u*sses. Monday came and the 2iid Melsh 
got funirer to th(‘ir goal behind a liill er(*st. 
They struggled on, t.fiey got within a score of 
yards of tho er<\st ; then tlay were ordered to 
lie down and Haggard’s figure was seen standing 
ill outliiK' on tla* ridge. Me? saw the Germans 
and shouti*<l ‘‘ Fix bayonets, Ijoy-s ! Ih*re they 
are ! ” Tlie order was ohey<‘d. “ My broth(*r 
JOrnesf and myself,” said l)err>, “stood up t*) 
have a fair j>ee[), but we gc^t it ; ho in the left 
arm and thigli, and 1 straight tlirougli the kiu*e- 
joiiit. . . . About three o'clock in the tifter- 
noon, just as our artilK*ry had got up ready to 
cover us, the (Germans found our riinge with 
artillery, and down came the ‘ eoal-bux<‘s.' 
Just* near me was lying our brave captain, 
mortally wounded. As the .shcJls burst oNcr us 


Im 3 would oeiMisionally open Jiis <*yes^^<l call 
out, ‘Sfick it, W'tJsli ! Stick it ! ' . . . Gaptaiii 
Haggard dit*d tliat. exening.” Subsof^uenf ly, in 
ii letter to 2'hc TImeSf tht' f.dlen oHiec'r's unel<‘. 
Sir H. Rider Haggard, su[)plemented Derry’s 
account witli some details whi(‘h had bt'en 
collected from biiail. Somerset, wlio lay 
wouiid4*d ])y him when di<'d. It sc'ciued that- 
after the order was givtai to fix bayoiuJs 
Haggard headed Ins compan;. in a charge' upon 
the German Maxims. H4* and ius soldier servant 
overran the otin^r nuai. Haggard had s(*ized a 
rifle, and with this he shot and killed thns* of 
the ( Jermans who were starving the tirst Maxim 
that was reached ; then, with the butt of the 
empty weapon, lie was se»‘n “ fighting and 
laying out” tlie Gernwins, “ la-ughing ” as lie 
did so, until he fell mortally wounded in tho 
body, and was earrical away by his servant. 
Well miglit Sir Rid(T Haggard, wliik^ deploring 
the loss of a helovi'd n<*phew, add as a thought 
of consolation to those who liad suffered the 
same bereavemiait, “that of a truth these do 
not vainly die.” 

On that “ most crit ical da,\' of all.” August 2t), 
at liC Gateau, the day of tie* “ glorious stand of 
the British troof)s ” — both (juotations are from 
Sir .John Frc'neh’s dis])a.t(‘h of Si'ptemher 7 - 

when thi^ eftemy in <.>v»‘rwhehuing force ‘ was 
keeping up the [pursuit, man\ a.(*ts of valour 
and devotion were performed })y the British 
troops of all arms. 4'lie iirtillerv, although 
“ outinatelied by at least four t<» one,” fought 
magriifieently and eaus(‘d liavtx* in the German 
ranks. Jn thos(’> first days of tlie war, when the 
(kTuian legions were hurled against the British 
with prodigal disr(*ga.rtl of life, ref)(^at.ed and 
savage assaults w'ore made u})on the British 
flatteries, and so dc‘termiiu‘d anil w<*ll main- 
tained w<u*e some of these that- German infantry 
a<*tually succiH*ded in g(‘lting to within a 
hundrt^ yards of our battc'ru's, amongst them 
the :nth Battery Royal CitJd Artillery. In 
dense formation tbe (h'rmaiis swept in cloud.s 
towanls th(* guns of th*‘ JTtli, and it seemed as 
if the W’t'apons would fail into tfi(‘ hands of tho 
assailants and remain with them a.s trojihies. 
It was ek*ar that if the guns wi n’ to In* saved 
sonu' nn(‘.xpeeted means would hav(^ to b(* dis- 
(‘Ovi'iMxl to get them a-wny. Captain Douglas 
Reynolds and volunteers rushed up with two 
tc'ains and, in spite of the with(‘ring German fire 
and tlu‘ enemy s de.spi'rate (Jiorts to trust rate 
thiMii, limbered ii]) two guns and managed to 
save fine of them. It was an nneommonly 
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Bomb. E. HARLOCK, 

I l.it.li 

( Nt-ar K(!stiib(*rt ). 



Pte. Samuel HARVEY, 
1st Hn. York and laiiK s, 
(•• Willie •• Tronch). 



SerKt. J. HOGAN, 

•Jiid Hn. M}iuclu>st<*r 
(Near Festu licit). 



Lce.-Corp. F. W. HOLMES, 

2nd Yiirkshlrc L.T. 
i Lc (’atcau). 


liH/ardotJs iichi(n<*iiu*nt, and it was all the more* 
difllciilt of oxeoiition bocau.se our men woro 
iittorly worn out by prolnngod li^hfin^ and 
fatigue, and the outstanding merit of it was 
r(‘eognizt‘d by the bestowal of the (Voss upon 
Ihiynolds, who was afterwards s(‘\erely 
wounded, and two member.s of the battery, 
l)riv(‘r .h)b Henry Charles 13rain and Driver 
Frederick J^uke — three in all, the same ars the 
number of (jreisses awarded to “ L ” Battery, 
'the fihieial record of this gallant e\ent was 
contained in just over a scores words ; “ At J^e 
(^’ateau, on August 2(), as volunteers, ln‘lping to 
save* guns under (ire from hostile infantry who 
wen^ ou(* hundred yards away.” Not a few of 
t lu‘ ofTlieial d<‘tails at this period witc inadequate 
and did but pof>r just ice* to the nature of tlu* acts 
for wliieh tlie Victoria ( Voss was given. Subse- 
quently then* was a very mark(‘d improv('ment 
in this n‘sp(*et.. 

On tliat memoral>lc da\ two jiiore (Vossins 
were gix en for \'alour at Lo (Jateau, om^ to Major 
t.'harli's Allix J..avington Yale, thi* oth(*r to 
Lauc(‘-('or])oral Frederick William Holmi's, both 
of th(‘ 2nd Battalion The King’s Own (York- 
shire JJght Infantry). Tht* major and the 
<M)rporal were fine examples of the juemb(‘rs of 
tin* old Th'gular regiments. Holmc's had served 
sev(‘n ye^rs w ith the (’olours, had been draft (‘d 
tn (la* Reserve*, and a fortnight l>it(‘r was 
n'called for active serxice. His aclii(‘\’(*ment 
xxas one of several xvhich at that time* d(*(*ply 
impresse'd the publie* mind, and he xvas mueli 
honoured in his native ])arish of Be!'monds(*y. 
And, iiuh'cd, there was just- cause for all Uiis 
noognition, for Holmes, und(*r a v<*rv heavy 
tire, had carried a woiiiuh'd man out of the* 
tre*ue*he*s for a long disteuie*e, auel after doing 
that he* laid }ielpe*el to elrive* a gun out of act ieiu 
by taking the plae*e of a elriver who hael been 
wouneled. For another act of ceiurage auel 
rexsoureo he lilW been aw are led, by France*, the 
high honour of the MiVlaillo Militaire*. 

Major Yate’s exploit wiis of the higlK*st 
eirelen* eif chivalry auel courage. Holmes, in 
ele\s(Tibing in detail liis ejwui eloiiigs at Le Cate'au, 
saiel of the* maje)r that he joined the battalion 
auel took commaml of B (Vwiipany just before* 
t hey went out to the w ar. At Lc Chateau he w’as 
in the^ trenches, not very far from Holme's. On 
going into action he hael 220 men, but so 
terrible was tho fire wdiich was directed upon 
tJiem and some artillery in their re*ar t hfit he lost 
all his men except nineteen. N’ate was sur- 
reiunded ; all the* other oniM*ers we're* e‘ithe.*r kille el 
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or woiirulocl, jvthI tlio aniinunition wasoxliaiistotl. 
Yet no thought of surrender affeeted the 
gallant ofYiccr — only on the day before lie had 
declared that if it came to the pinch and they 
were surrounded ho would not suitoihUt, an<l in 
the hour of trial lie was true to his word. 
Hcgardlessj of the hopeless odds against him, he 
determined at whatever cost to guai d 1 he lionour 
of his regiment. Kelying on the valour and 
devotion of the remnant of Regulars who wen* 
left to him, he rallh'd his little handful of sur- 
vivors, nineteen in all of them, and, as a forlorn 
hope, hurled himself at their hiMid in a charge 
against the foe. It was a noble out ci'tirise ; it 
meritc‘<l the crown of victory ; but th<‘ odds 
were hoptdess, and wdi(*n the rush w as ovtT a.ud 
the fierce, short fight was dom^, only (hr<‘e 
m mbers of the bravo M Company could be 
formed up. All the rest had pcTislied or were 
wounded or had been taken prisoma’s — tliough 
few captives win' made that day at Le Cateau. 
'rhe major was one of tliem. lie liad been 
severely woundtul in the ehargi.'- and had falliai 
into the liands of the Germans. Fie was madt* a 
prisoner of w ar and as such he di(‘d in a fondgn 
land an<l in the midst of foes. To the lionoiir of 
liis nuanory, fittingly enough, there was jiaid 
t he tribute of the Cross. He w as a great favourite 
w'ith his men, “ An absolute giaitleman,” said 
Cortioral Holmes. “ IFe w^as always in front , a.nd 
his constant cry w as ‘ Follow nu! ! ’ ” 

Another man who at this period won tiu; 
Cross was George Wilson, an tkhnburgh 
newsboy wlio, up to within two days of tlio 
declaration of war was selling papers in the 
city. He had been a soldier, and when the 
call to arms came he rejoined the Army. As 
a private in the 2nd Rattalion The IJiglilaiid 
bight Infantry, AVilson won tlie Cross on 
September U, It) 11. near Vernenil, for one of 



Pte. W. KENEALLY, Pte. T. KENNY, 

1st Hn. L.ancs. Fus, l.Uh lin. Durham L.I. 

(Gallipoli). ( Ni-ar J.c'i Jlou.'jsoic). 

those arts whitdi seem to he peiMilijirly eharae- 
t(‘risti(t of the British soldier and appear 
almost. iiuTedihle of accomplisliiruait. Aceom 
panic'd hy only one man, Wilson attacked a 
hostile maehints gun. It was a. desp(a*ato 
I'literprise, for the odds against the t)air were 
overwlu'lming. By all tlie rules of ehanc(' the 
two ns'kless fellows should have been sw’(‘[)t oiit 
of existeneo ; in faet , Wilson’s comrades was 
sp('edily shot down and killed. Ihidaunlid, 
W ilson w ent on alone ; he made his way up to 
the very liring-lino of the Germans and tliere 
lie, single-handed, shot an ollieer and half a 
dozen m(‘n who wore working the gnu. Not 
content w ith t^at, ho ea])tnred the w'('ai>on and 
turin'd it on the G(‘rmans, and, linding a 
soldier of the King’s Royal Rifh's who wtws badly 
wound(‘<l, lie ])icked him up and brought him 
into safety. Sul>se<|n(*ntly, liaving Fmoii 
“ gassed” and w'omidc'd at boos, and having 
received his discharge, W'ilson resmriod selling 
newspapers in the Fligli Stri'et, Hdinburgli. 

Tlie aeliiiwement of Lanee-Corporal 0’Li‘a.iy 
seizi'd tlie public imagination in an extraordi- 
nary manner. It was at Cniiwby, on h’l'bruary 
1, 1915, that O’FA'ary, when forming oiu* of the 
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THE HEROIC DEATH OF CAPTAIN MARK HAGGARD. WHO WAS BROUGHT BACK, MORTALLY WOUNDED, 

BY LANCE-CORPORAL WILLIAM FULLER. 

Captain- Haggard, of th; 2nd Welsh Regiment, wh*’, at the time of his fall at the Battle of the Aisne. September H, 1914, called to Fuller: “I'm done, gel back! 
Fuller obeyed, but subsequently returned and carried him back to the lines, an act for which he was awarded the V.C. 
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siormirjji party which twlviniivd aij^jiinsl the 
ciK'iny's barricades, nislK'd te tlic front and 
himself kilUnl fi\(' (Jcrinans wlio w(‘rc holdii ^ 
t!i(‘ first barricade. Having done tliis, li(‘ 
jittack'‘d a second barrii*;id(* about (10 yard^^ 
farMier on, and this ln' took, aft(‘r killing three* of 
the euH'iny and making [)ris(^ners of two mon*. 
O’be^ary thus practically captured tlu^ eneany's 
position by liims(‘lf and pre'veaite d the* rest of 
t!ie attacking party from b(*ing tired upon— so 
that he had killed eight (h'rmans, taken two 
prisoners and, singk'-liande'd, made* an impor- 
tant eaptiir(5 of t(‘rritory. The* intre'pid Irish- 
man was promptly promotf'd sergoanl , an<l on 
coming liome on leave* he* was made* the* he*ro 
e»f gre*at eh*monst rat ion iti llyelc* J*ark e>n 
Siturday, .July 10, lOlo. Soon afte*rwa,rds he* 
was preanote'd lie‘ute*nant anel w(*nt to Irc'lanel 
em a re*e*ruiling mission, ha\ ing \ isit(*d his 
native village* e)f !n<*hige*e‘la, Counts Cork. 
During that. Irish tour a r(*markable* ine*iele*nt 
e)C(;urre*d whicli causi'd a (|ue‘stion to be* aske'el 
in the House e)f Ce)mme)ns een l)ce*e*ml)ei- (1, Hll."i. 
Mr. (hruH‘U iiiepiired why the* magistrate's at 
I }allaghade*rrin had cance*Iled permissieai fe»r the* 
li’ish V"e)lunteH*rs te) drill. .Mr. Hirre'll. wlm was 
at (hat time the* Irish Se'cre'tary, answe're’el : 
•’* 'riie^ magistrate's acte'd een the*ir e)wn initial i\e* 
anel eeii ae‘e*e)un( of the* Irish \h)lunte'e i*s hooting 
a, ve'ry elistinguishe'd Irish se)lelie*r, Lie‘u(e*nan( 
Michae'l O’Le'ary, \ .(\, e)n the* eee'e'asion e»f a 
r('(*r*nl. re*e‘ruil ing visit te) Hallaghael(*rrir).'’ 'The* 
iueaeie'nt was ele'ple)rable*, and the* e*euidue*t e)f 
some* e)f his eewn count rvme*n ceeiitraste'd meist 
unfave)ura.bly with that e)f the* e*nt husiast ie* anel 
admiring e*re)wel which we*le*ome*d ()'Le*arv, the-n 
a. se'rge'ant . as he* dre)\ e* in(e) Hyele* Park in e, 
e'iiiwi.ige*. 

'The* tirst dVrritoriiil te) rece'ixe* the* Cre)ss w eis 
2/iel ldeute*nant (h*e)rfrcy llare)lel \\’e)e)lle*y, IMh 
Ihittalion, The' Le)ndon He‘ginie*nt, d'.P., fe)r his 
e*eaidu(;t e)n “Hill (10” eluring the* niglit eef 
A[)ril 20 21, 1015. 'riieeugh he was the* eenlx 
othc'cr on the* hill at the time, with \ e*ry fe*w 
men, lie sue‘e*e*ssfully re*.siste'el all attae*ks e)n his 
trench, atiel ceaitinued his bomb-(hre)w ing einel 
eMice)uraging his men \intil he was relieved. His 
e*e)urage and f*nduranct* were* s(iV(*rely te*ste el by 
a continuous and heavy she*ll and inacliiiie*-guii 
tire anel bombing. 

Aiie>the*r Territorial, (A )rpe)ral Alfre*d Ale^xaiieh r 
Burt, 1st Battalion, The Hertfordshire Hegime*nt , 
T.K., w as next awarded the (Vejss feer his brave*ry 
at Cuinchy on Se*pte*inbe*r 27, 1015. An attack 


was te) be* maele* and Burt's e-eunpany Iniel lin.'ef 
the*fre)nt trene'h pre'parateay te) its ele*li\ e*r> whe*n 
a large* ininen ivcrfcr be)ml) dre)ppcd in the* tre*ne*h. 
It we)ulel have* be'cn e'asy feer Burl te) she*lte*i- 
bohinel a tnive*r.se*, hut he* instantly rushed 
fe)rwa.rel, ])ut his fe)e)t e)n the* fuse*, wre'ne*he'd it 
eait e)f the* beaub, »i-!iel thre*w it e)ve*r the* parape*t. 
In this way he maele; the* l)e)ml) harmless a-nel 
sase'el the* live*s e)f e)the*rs in the* liaA(*rse. 

Te*rrit e)ri{ils, inde'(*el, gi*e*}Uly dist inguishe*ei 
lhe*msi*lve*.s. S(*c. Lie'ut. A. \’. Smith, 1 5 Cast 
L)ine*ashirt* l(e*gime*nt, dM*\, was thre)wing a. 
gre*nade‘ w hi'ii it .slippe*d freaii his hanei and fe'll 
te) the* l)e>tto)ii e)f the* tre*ne*h, e*lost* te) se‘ve']*al e)t 
e)ur e)nie*e*rs aiul mt*n. He .shoutt*d a warning anel 
jumpe'd to s»ife*t\’; but, krmwing that the* 
Lir(*nade* was elue* te) explexie* and se*e*ing that his 
e*omraele*s e*e)ulel not ('se*jipe*, he* instantly re*t iii’ne-el 
anel tlung iiimse'lf u[)e)n it. .\s he* die! se) the* 
I 4 re*naele e*\ploele*el anel (he* brave* ye)ung sub- 
alle'rn was kille'd insl.jintane'ously. In (hdlipe)!!. 
e)n August 7 0, 1015, there* wjis the* we)iide*rful 
e*\hibi( ie)n of e'ndunine'e* e)f Li(*u(. W. I'. l*’or- 
shaw, aneel h(‘r dVrrit e)rial. I 0 Ba.ttalie>fi. Ahui 
e*he‘ste*r Be‘gime*nt. l*'e)r fort\ one* heaii’s e*on- 
limmusly he* lhre*w be)ml)s : he* she)t I hre*e* 'rui k' 
with his re*ve)l\ e*r ,* lie* was gass(*el by heunb 
feim(*s. brui.se*d^)y shrapne*!. anel e*e)ulel se*are*e*l\ 
lift his arm be*e*aiC'C of his e xci’t ie)ns ; but he* 
n<*\’e*r wa.\e*re*d, and by his he*i*e)ie* e'xample* 
ma.inta.ine‘el a. he)lel upe)n the* important e*orne'i* 
e*a.lle*el “ The* \’ine*ya.rel.'' 

The* tirst Ve'onain te) he* iiwarele*d the* \ i<*loiia 
Cre)ss was Priveite* l''re*ele*rie*k \\’illia.m ()we*n 
Potts, of the* l>e*rkshire* N’e'omjmry. He* won 
the* honemr b\ an act w hie*h liael ne) pju-alle*!, 
and whie*h sloe>d e)u( pre)mine*nt ly e*ve*n in the* 
many re*markable* ele*e*els fe)r- w hie h the* Creess 
was give.*n. ddie; lre)e)pe*r- haei ge)ne* eeut le) hg>'])l 
with his re'gimeait, eind fie)m that e-oimtry hael 
pre)e*e*e*dct^ (e) (Jallipe)li, wh(*i*(‘ he* te)e)k part in 
the* e)pe*ra( ie)ns ne*ar Suv la. Ihey. On August 21, 
1015, )in attiick wjis maele* on a \e*ry stronglv 
fe)r(itie*d 'Turkish peesition, a se*e*le)i* stre*te*hing 
fre)m Hill 70 to Hill 112. Pe)lls wiis jid\a.ne*ing 
e)n that terrible* ehiy e)n Hill 70. The* he*)it was 
inte*nse*, the* coemtry wjis une*e)n)me)nly elitlie*ult, 
la.rge*ly .sand einel scrub, the* se*rub be'ing se) 
paredie'd thelt it teeeek tire* in memv plji,e*e;s freem 
the .sun eind from she ll tin*, emel in e*re)ssing (he* 
blji/.ing p.itche's me*n we*re' we)unde*el anel were* 
burne'd te) ele'eith. 'The* N'e'eemeinry we're* iise*e*nd- 
ing Hill 70 in she»rt spurts, meiking eeccasioneil 
halts. Afte*r .she*lte*ring in a little* gull(*y the* 
e.irele-r weis give*n te) e-harge*, emel Potts riishcel 

ll.S 
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forward with liis oomrados ; but ho had not 
gone nioro than about a Bcoro yards when ho 
M^as shot down, a bullet liaving entered tl e 
left thigh. At this time Potts was about a 
quarter of a mile from the top of the hill. Tie 
was fortunate enoiigli to be lying in a little 
thieket fomie^d of the scrub, and this gave him 
some sort of shelter and hid him from view. Not 
long aft('r ho fell then* crawled towards him 
a fellow-townsman who was badly wounded. 
Potts recognized liim. “ Is that yon, Andrew's V” 
he said. The feeble answer w^as, “ Yes,” “ I’m 
jolly pk'ased you’ve come,” said Potts ; and 
Andrews, having draggl'd hin^elf as close as 
he could get- h<* had been shot through ti e 
groin —t hey lay perfectly st ill for some minutes, 
fully expi'cting that the Turks would find and 
kill them. Very soon a t hird trooper who had 
been w'ounded mado his way to the thickt't, 
and with grc'at difficulty room w’as found for 
him. Andn^ws moved his [losition so that the 
newcomer ctmld be accommodated, and he had 
scarcely done that when a bullet mortally 
W'Ounded the stranger. Ho cried ])iteously for 
water, but tlu're was not a drop to be had, 
and the three w'ounded troopers endured the 
agonies of thirst throughout aut afternoon of 


intense heat. Bitter cold came with the night 
and increased the sufferings of the men. A 
full moon made the night as clear as day, and 
every time a movement was made in the 
thicket the Turks tired. A bullet grazed Potts’ 
left ear as he lay flat on the ground, with his 
face buried in the dust. The wounded stranger 
survived the dreadful night ; then death came 
to him as a merciful release, for to the end 
he murmured, “ Water ! Water ! ” 

Throughout the whole of the next day the 
two survivors lay hidden in the burning scrub, 
not daring to move, tortured by thirst, suffering 
acutely from their wounds, and trying, unsuc- 
cessfully, to get relief by sucking bits of stalks 
which they managed to pick from the shrubs. 
Again night came, and as the only hope of sal- 
vation was to get aw ay they began to craw'l off. 



Lieut. 0. MALING. 

R.A.M.C. 

(Noar Fauquissart), 


Fte. W. MARINER, 

2n(1 Hn. K.R.R.C. 
(Cambrin). 



Potts leading and Andrew's following. They lay 
perfectly flat, and literally wriggled. From six 
at night — when darkness fell — till three in 
the morning they dragged themselves, weak 
and wounded, dust-choked, a distance of about 
three hundred yards — as Jkitts calculated 
afterwards, thirty-throe yards an hour. A 
hit of burnt scrub near at hand afforded slight 



Lieut. C. MARTIN, 

5tkii Flv>ld Coy. R.E. 
(Spanbroek Molon). 


Corp. S. BIEEKOSHA, 

Vorka. 

(Yscr). 


Rev. E. NOEL MELLISR, 

Chaplain to the Forces. 


Sec.-Lieut. 0. D. MOOR. 
3rd Bn. Hampshire Rogt. 
(Dardanelles). 
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protection ; thif? was taki'n, and the troopers 
tried to sleep, but the extreme cold made rest 
impossible. When daylight came, some water 
wtis obtainable, but only by crawling to men 
who had fallen and whose botth^s could be 
reached. This dreadful day passed, Potts doing 
his best to stanch his comrade’s bleeding 
wounds, and tlie third night mi the hill cam<\ 
The two men tried once mort^ to get away and 
reach the British 1 ines. Potts attempted to carry 
Andrews ; but lie was too weak and tlu' effoi-( 
failed. Then, when hope itself seemed to be 
abandoned, an arna/ing inspiration came, and 
it was suggested by an ordinary entrcmching 
shovel, one of many whicli w'ere lying on the 
hill. Potts wriggN^d to the shovel, managed to 
support Andrews on it, stood up, and dragged 
desperately — all the more so because as soon 



Lieut. P. NEAME, Sergt. D. NELSON, 

U.E. “L"Uattoiy, IMI.A. 

(Neiive Chapclle). (Ncry). 

as he rose the Turks opine I fire, Painished 
and exhaust ed, he could not do more than pull 
his burden over tho rough ground for aboi.t 
six yards ; then he collapsed. Andrews, 
too, had suTored severely under tho strain ; 
but as joon as it was dark Potts resumed his 
forlorn hope. Ho had his comrade on th<* 
shovel, lying flat ; he sup])orted him as best Ir^ 





eould, and Andrews held grimly on to his 
ro.scuer’s wrists. For inon? than three hours, 
in the bright moonlight, down the scrub-infested 
stony, dusty hillside. Private Potts dragged 
bis helpless burden on the shovel ; then eamo 
a sentry’s challenge, “ Halt ! ” Inexpressibly 
joyful was the sound of the British voice to the 
two poor worn-out \oomon ; grimly humorous 
the sentry’s question, “ What an* you doing ? 
Are you burying the dead ? ” No, it was not 
that. “I’ve got a chap liero woundi*d,” 
Private Putts explained. “And I’vo dragged 
him down the hill on a sliovi*!. (’an you give 
me a hand ? ” (livi* a han<l ! Idrny a willing 
hand was given that night, by Inniskilling 
iMisiliers, at tl:e foot of that fatel hill whieh 
had been the scene of so much tragedy, yet 
reli(‘v’(^d by the wondrous act of heroisfu 
and resource whieh gave the (’ross (o the 
twen(.y-two-year-ol(l trooper of flie Bt*rkshire 
Yeomanry. 

Tile right of selection which is authori/.cd 
hy the Victoria dross Warrants was oxoreised 
in connexion with thi' performancjo of many 
oflieers and men of the 1st Battalion Tho 
Lancashire FusiliiTS on April 25, 1915. Three 
companies and tla* lieadipiarters, wlnle landing 
at Gallipoli, t% tho W’ost of (Aipe Hollos, were 
met by a very deadly tire from hiildcn machine- 
guns which caused a gn*at number of casual- 
ties. The survivors ruslunl iq) an:l cut the 
wire entanglemi nts, in spite of a terrific^ Hro 
from tlie enemy, and, after “ siqireme diflieul- 
ties,” the elifl's wen^ gainisl and tlie position 
maintained. This was oni^ of the eases in 
wiiich many men perform many acts of valour, 
w’hen, indeed, all jiarticipants deserve the 
decoration of tho Cross. Not all, however, 
could *hav(^ the distinction awarder! to them, 
and accordingly it was left to tin* sur\ ivors to 
select th<^ recipients, ai d tlu ir choice fell on a 



Act.-SerKt. J. RAYNES, Capt. A. READ, 

“ A ” Jlattory II. F. A. l.stBn. Northarnptonshiic lU nl. 

(Fohho 7 de Bethune). (Nfar llullu ‘h). 
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CAPTAIN FHANCIS O. GRENFELL, Mth (OUEEN’S KOVAL) LANCERS. 

Awarded me V.G. for gallantty in action afjainst unbroken Infantry at Andregnies, Beljiium, on August 24. 1914, and for gallant conduct in assisting to 

of the I19th Battery, Royal Field Artillery, near Doubon, the same day. 
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jrnlhvnt trio poinprs'^tl of CapUiiii Rifliani 
Kaynioiul Willis, Sorgoa-nt Alfretl Riohards aiul 
I’riNato William Kcneally, all of tlu? 1st Rat- 
hilion of tlio lint* old 20111 Ro^iinorit of Fool. 

('orf)oral damrs F[)lon, a milivo of X<ittiiai:- 
ham, hocaiTK^ known as Iho Bantam 
R(‘turninj.>; to liis native* oity aftor ho i\a.d boon 
awarded the Cross, ho addr(*ssod a m(*otin^ 
in siii)port of r(*ornitins, and luimorously 
look his hearers inl(» his eonlideii<*e. “When 
I c*nlist(*d,” lu* said, “ 1 was f) fee't 21 ineh(‘s. 
Don't I look bad ? Don’t 1 look ill ?" 
Cploii belonj^eel to the 1st Battalion Tla* 
Slarwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and 
D(rbyshire R<‘giment), and elistinguislied 
liimself on May 9, 1915, nea.r Rouges Banes, 
He spent the wlade of that day under e(>n- 
sla.nl artillery and rifk* lire* in rescuing the 
woundc*d, and in doing so la* went close* to the 
eiK'my's ])arapet. When lu^ was not actually 
carrying the wound(*d he w'as bandaging and 
dr-e-ising S(*rious east's in front of tan* p/irapet, 
exposed to the ('nemy’s tin*, anti ont) wouiidt'tl 
m J.n W’as kilk'd ])y a sht'll w hilt* Cpton was 
carrying him. 

A singularly touching act was p(*rforin<‘d by 
Iht* King in t*onf(*rring tht* Cross on ont* t)f tht* 
recipit'iits Lanct*-S(*rg(*ant ()liv(*r Brooks, tlrd 
Ikittalion (\>ldstr(*am (luards. Brooks w'on his 
tlecoralion on October 8, 1915, by a couragt'oiis 
bombing a,t*t near F^oos. A strong party of tla^ 
enemy had succe(*ded with the ht'lp of g?‘ena<les 
and bombs in st'curing a lodgment in abt>ut. 
299 ya.i‘ds of t>ur. trt'nches. Brooks ft*arl<'ssly 
l(*d a party of bomb<*rs to the* attack, uiuler a. 
i*t>nsta.nt- a.nd h(*avy fusillade, and regained tin* 
lost ground. Tht* undertaking was one of 
exlrt'me peril, and t he com])lt*tt* >ucct*ss of t he 
op(*ra.tion wa.s v(*ry greatly diu* to tla^ sergt*anCs 
rt*sour(*efulnt*ss and bra> (*ry. 

His ^Maji'sty, w'h(» luid been visiting the front, 
hatl suffered liis r(*grt*t t able a(H*idt*nl thrt)ug)» 
tht* strangt* hf)rst* ht* was riding ri*aring and 
falling upon him, and ht* was f)n la's journe\ 
ho?nt*. It was whilt* in the liospital train, “on 
the otht*r side*,’’ that the King, tlauigh lying 
helpless in bt'd, resol vt'tl personally to invest 
Brooks with the ( Vt)ss. 'Tht* ollicial details 
stated that “ Tlui iit*w' \^(^ was ct>nductt*tl to 
the hos]>ital train at , and was takt*n to 

the sith* of the bed u[)oii whi<'h his ^Fajesty wa-. 
l\ir»g,''* IF(^ knt'lt tai the floor of tiu* salt>on anti 
lient t>ver the prostrate monarch. Kvt*n so his 
Majt'sty found that ht* had overratt'fl 1 is 
strength, and etaihl nt>t manage to gel the* 


f)in through tin* tliiek khaki. Assi- tanct* had 
to b(* givt'ii bt'tort* tin* t>p(*ration etmid l)»* coni- 
pletet!.“ 

Kor the flrst. time! an aetta* was to p(*rforin an 
aet of h(*roism which was rewarded with tin* 
Cn)ss. '^rhis w as 'F’t'Tuporai N' bit'iit (*nant W ilbur 
DartiK'll, by birth an Australian, who hatl 
>.« r\'etl in tile Stint h Afrit*an eainpaign anti had 
bt'comt* wi'll kntiwn as an aettir. On St*pt(*ni- 
l)t*r .‘1, 1915, during a mount c< I infantry t*ngage- 
nu'nl nt*ar ^Vlaktau, Fast Afriea, tht* t'litany 
inatle a tlt*tt‘rnu‘netl attack upon tair mt*n and 
succt'cdt'ti in gt'tting so dost* -within a ft'w'’ 
yartls to them that it was iinpt>ssi))lt* to get 
( ht* luort* st*\'t*rt*ly w tiunth'tl a.w a.\'. Dartn«*ll hatl 
bt*t*n wounilt d in the lt*g, anti ht* was bt'ing 
carrit'd away, and coultl havt* st*curt‘d liis ow n 
safety if h(* liad allt)W't*tl himst'lf It) bt* rt'intived ; 
but, realizing tin* peril t)f the Iu*lpk'ss wouiuled, 
owing tt> the fa.ct tha,t tht* enemy’s bkiek 
trot>])s murdert'tl any they found, la* insistt'd 
on Ix'ing l(*ft bt'liind. in th(* iu)pt* t>f bt*ing 
able to save their livt's. Tt was in making 
t his nt>])lt* antJ un.s<*ltish t'ffort- that lit* ga\ t* his 
t)wn life, a, ml his noblt* sa.crilie(‘ was rt‘cognizt*d 
by tlu^ posthumous award of the \^iclc)ria 
< ’rt >ss, 

• 

Jacka's glt)i*i(ais di*c([ and its r(*cognit itin 
w<*n* a matt(*r of tht* tlt't'pc'sl. pridt^ to all 
Ausl raliiins, one of whom, Mr. .lohn W ren, 
sent liim £590 and a. gold metla.l w hit'h ht* had 
t>fft*rt'<l It) gi\'t^ to tht* first- Australian rt*eipient. 
Lance-tJorporal Allx'rt Jacka, IHh Battalion, 
.\ustralian Imperial Foret*, showt'd t'xtra- 
tirdimiry bravery on the night of May 19 29, 
1915,— at Courliu'v’s Post, ( hilli])t>li. It. 
was tlu'i’t*, while holtling a [)t)rtit)n of the 
trench with only ft)ur mt*n, thrt'c t)f whom 
were killetl or wounded, that st*v(*n 9’urks 
rushed into and occupit'd tfie trt*nt*h. dat'ka., 
singk'-lianded, instantly altaclvt'd them a,nd 
killed the wiiok^ party. Tht're was a l/reak 
beft»r<* .Australiji wa-s again tt> gt*t tli<* ht)nt)ur, 
then a batch of no ft*w7*r than eight (’rosst's wt'iit 
tt> .Australians, ami Xt'W' Zt*aland got its first 
(’ross. An exceptional feature of these awa-rds 
was that seven wt*n* givtn for the* magni- 
ficc*nt stand which was made at Ix)m* Pine 
trenches, in t he ( hillipoli P(*ninsula , on .^Xiigust 9, 
1915, On that t<*rrible night, when so many 
glorious acts wc're done wiiicli wi‘r<^ put on 
lasting rt*<*ord, when man\' men stood out 
even amongst the numlx'r who had done 
so well, there w'<*re still (‘xamples of courage 
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Bandsman T. RENDLE, Capt. D. REYNOLDS, 

IU\. Duke <>t CoruwairH L.l. 37ili Batt«-ry ll.F.A. 

(Wulvernhcm). (Lo Cateau). 

uhicfi seemed almost unbelievable. ^Fwo 
.Viistraliaiis — an oilieer and a corporal — gave 
their lives to duty. Ca[)laiii Alfred .lolin 

Slioiit, 1st Uattalion Australian Imperial 
Force, with a very stuall ])arty, charged 

down some trem^hes which v/ero strongly 

occupietl by the entjuiy, and personally threw 
four bomlis amongst them, killing eight of 

his o[)pom'iits and routing the rest. On that 
saims <lay, in the afternoon, from tin* position 
which had b(*en gained in th(i morning, he 
ri'suined his bombing with so much success 
that h(5 addi'd to liis gains another l(*ngth of 
treiieJi. Me was ail the tinu! injurious (tonflict 
with tlH» (*nemy, at close range. Finally, lie was 
terribly woundt'd, losing his l(*ft eye and his 
right hand, injuries from which he died. 

'(’ompanion to that truly valiant conduct was 
the bravery of Corpora! Alexander Stewtirt 
Ihirton, 7th ilattalioii Australian Imperial 
Korc(', in conjunction with Lieutenant Frederick 
Harold Fubb and Coriioral William Dunstan, 
of th(^ same battalion. These thnn*, (*ach of 
whom won the Ooss, were holding, with a f<nv 
men, a nmviy captured trench on the centre of 
which th<' cMiemy made a d dermined (s>unter- 
attaek. 'fhe attackers forct'd their way up to 
a sap aiuJ blew in a sandbag barricade, of which 
only a foot was k*ft standing. Tubb and the 
two corporals did the seemingly impossibh^ 
they drove the enemy away and rebuilt the 
barricade. Hut tlie assailant was resfilute, 
and supported by strong bombing parties he 
returned and twice again blew in the barricade ; 
yet each time the enemy was repulsed and the 
barric'ado was rebuilt. In <loing this d\ibb was 
wounded in the head and arm, and the gallant 
Burton, while building up the parapet, was 
killed by one of the bombs wliich were hailing 
upon the defenders. 

A fourth Cross went to the honour of the 7th 


Sergt. A. RICHARDS. Pte. J. RIVERS, 

jMt Bn. Loiu's Fus. Bn. Sherwood Fonisterb 

(Gallipoli). (VcMive (’hapelle). 

lor the stand at J^oue f^ine, this recipient being 
Lieutenant \\'illiain .John Symons. Karly in 
the morning on the 9th the enemy made a 
succession of attat*ks on an isolated sap, part 
of which w'as lost, aftcir six oflficers in succes.sion 
had b€'en killed or seventy woiindecl ; then 
Symons led a charge, shot two Turks with his 
revolver and retook the sap. He was forced, 
how'ever, to withdraw a little, as the throe sides 
of the sap were biMiig tired on by the enemy, 
and going fifteiui yard-; he got some overht*ad 
cover, wiu^re he built up a sand barricade. The 
'I'urks manag(Ml to S(*t fire to the fascines and 
woodwork of the head cover, but Symons put 
out the flames, rchuilt the barricad.‘ and at last 
(‘ompelled the enemy to discontinue his attacks. 

Three Crosses were won by the 1st Battalion - 
- -Captain Shout's fellow-heroes being Private 
.lohn Hamilton and IViv’ate Leonard Keyzor, 
both of whom, utterly regardless of pt‘r.sonal 
.safety, p(n*form(‘d pro<ligit‘s of valour in bomb- 
thrtiw'ing. Hn, milt on recklt s.sly exposed himsi'lf 
on the parados ; Keyzor not only hurled his 
own bombs, but lit* also snatehc'd up two live 
bombs w hich had fallen and hurled them back 
at th(? 'furks, and h(^ held on although la* was 
wounded. That w’as on the 7th ; on tin* Sth, 
at the siune place, he bombed the enemy out 
of a ])osition and was again wounded. He 
refused to go to hospital, and actually volun- 
teered to tlirow bombs for another company 
which had lost its bomb -throwers. 

The exploit of the New Zealander — Corporal 
Cyril Roystoii Guyton Bassett, New Zealand 
Divisional Signal Company- -took place on 
August 7 on the Chanuk Bair ridge, Gallipoli. 
In full daylight, under constant heav^' fire, after 
the Now Zealand Infantry Brigade had estab- 
lished itself on tlie ridge, Ba.ssett succeeded in 
laying a telephone line from the old position to 
a new' one on the ridge. That, howo\'er, was but 
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one of his many cool and courat^eous acts in 
connexion with telephone work and the rejiair 
of lines by day and night in eireu instances of 
great peril. 

Second Lieutenant Hugo Vivian ITojie 
Throssell, 10th Taght Hors(3 Regiment, Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force, won tlie Cross by iiis 
courage and endurance in liolding to his post 
when severely wounded in Gallipoli on August 
29-30, 1915. Fven when his wounds hiul been 
dressed ho returned to liis place in the firing-line, 
and only left it when the medical ollicer ordered 
him out of action. 

Gallipoli gave three more Crosses for the 
middle months of 1915, one to Cajitain ( ;erald 
Robert O’Sullivan, Ihjt Battalion The Ro\al In- 
iiiskilling Fusiliers, who, on the night of July 
1-2, hurled bombs from a parapet, completely 
exposed to the enemy’s fire, and set an in- 
spiriting and splendid example to his nuni 
until he w^as w^ounded ; another to Sc'cond- 
Lieutenant Herbert James, 4tli Battalion 'Flie 
VVor(3estershire Regiment, who also showixl 
the most resolute courage as a bomb-1 hr<»\\er, 
under a murderous fire, and after luwly all 
his companions had been killed or wounded, 
remaiiied alone at the liead of a trench and 
singl(3-handod kc^it back the eiu‘my until a 
barrier had been built behind him and th<‘ 
treruJi secured. He distingiiislud hims< lf t\vi<‘(* 
in the southern z,one— on June 2S and ,)uly 3. 
TIk'ti on the night of July 1-2, also in the 
southern zone, Sergeant Jam<\s Somers, 1st 
Battalion The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, won 
the Cross ftir his great gallantry and coolness 
as a bomber. Before enlisting Somers, a light, 
"li’y young man of twenty-two, full of good 
spirits, was a footman in Ireland. It was 
told of him that he had ]mt 50 Turks out 
of action wdth his bombs, and that opposite 
his iivindi 30 Turks were found shot. 


At the time of its ]:)erformanee ( here was tol<l* 
the story of the winning of Hit* (Toss by 8ep(>y 
Khudadad, the first member of the Indian 
eontingent to be aw'arded the honour. This 
was early in the war— October 31, 1914, at 
Hollebek(3, Bolgiiun. This brave private 
belonged to the 129th Duke of ConnaiighCs 
Own Baluchis. 

A rifleman of the 3rd (Queen Alexa,iidra’s 
Own) Gurklia Rifles, Kulbir Thapa, was 
awarded the Cross for an act whicli showx^d how 


♦ Vol. TT , Chop. XLlt. 


strong w’as the tie which hound the Indian 
warriors to their British brethren and how 
hopelessly astray the Germans had gone in 
supposing that loyalty was lacking in the King- 
Kmperor’s native forces. Operations w<‘re in 
progress on September 25, 1915, against the 
German trenches south of Mauquissart. J’he 
rifleman was himsidf wounded when he found 
a badly w'oundixl British soldic^r behind the 
first-lino German tnaich. The Briton urged the 
Indian to save himself, but the rifleman reso- 
lutely refused and remained all day and night 
witli the man who was in worse ease than )u\ 
In the early morning, mereJfulIy favoured by 
misty weatlu'r, lie brought tin' soldier through 
the cmemy’s wire entanglements and }mtting 
liiin in a eomjiaratively sah' place returned to 
the dangc'r zone* and rescMKsl two wounded 
(hirkhas, one after tin* other. Not satisfied with 
this, Kulbir I’ha-pa went hack it was now^ 
l>road daylight and brought in the British 
comrade whom he had sn well j)rotectcd 
through th(? weary night. For most of the 
way he earrii'd him, and for most of the time 
he w^as und('r lh<* Germa.ns’ tin'. 

A jenuular at Yf>res was next to win the 
Cniss. This was Jemadar Mir Hast, 

55th (’ok(*’s IHflt's ( Front ic‘r Force), who, on 
April 20, 1915; showt'd uncommon bravery and 
ability in leading his platoon in an attack. 
.Xfterwards, wJu'ii no British oflici'ra were left, 
ho collected various partic's of the regiment anti 
kept them under his command until an order 
for retirement came. J^ater in tla^ day the 
jemadar perforinetl the remarkably courageous 
iiets of helping to carry, under very lieavy lire, 
no few^or than (*ight British and Indian oflicers 
into safety. 

Great distinction was to bt' the fortune of t he 
39th Garhwal Rifles, for t wo of its members wt^re 
to win the Cross in France, oiks Naik Darwan 



Lieut O. ROUPELL, Act-Corp. Isay SMITH, 

Irtt Bn. East Surroy R^’gt.. Int Rn. ManclioKt'r Kogt. 

(” Hill 60 '■). (Ne ar Yprt'B). 





LANCE-CORPORAL MICHAEL O'LEARY, 1st BATTALION IRISH GUARDS. 

Awarded the V.C. for bravery at Cuinchy, February 1, 1915. He formed one of the storming party which advanced 
against the enemy’s barricades. O’Leary rushed to the front and himself killed five Germans who were holding 
the first barricade, after which he attacked and captured a second barricade after killing three of the enemy and 

making prisoners of two more. 




SHGOND-LIEUTENANT JAMES LEACH AND SERGEANT JOHN HOC.AN, 

Kecapture a trench from the enemy near Festubert, October 29, 1914 After their trench had been taken by the 
jermans, Second-Lieutenant Leach and Ser^^eant Ho^an of the 2nd Battalion Manchester Regiment, worked from 
**averse to traverse at close quarters, and gradually succeeded in regaining possession, killing eight of the enemy, 
'vounding two, and taking sixteen prisoners. Both the officer and the sergeant were awarded the Victoria Cross, 
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Pte. J. SMITH, Sec.-Lieut. A. V. SMITH, 

3r.l Hn. Border Jtejjt. l/5th Bn. E. Litiios Re^t. 

( Kouges Bancs). 

Sing Negi, of tho Ist Battalion, near Fe.st abort, 
on th(? night of November 23-24, 1014, and the 
other, Riflt'man Oobar SingNegi, 2nd liattalion, 
on March 10, 1915, at Neuve Chapelle. The 
corporal, though wounded in two places in the 
head and also in the arm, was om5 of t he first to 
pu.sh nnind each siieet^ssive traverse when the 
n'giment was retaking and clearing the enemy 
out of our trenclioa, and this he did in spite of 
a s('vere fire, at the closest range, from bombs 
and rifles. At Neuve (,3iaj)elle, during our 
attack on tho German po.sition, the rifleman was 
oa(? of a bayonet party with Jpombs wJiich 
entered their main trench, and ht^ was the first 
man to go round <^ach traverse, driving back 
tho enemy until they were forced to surrender. 
The gallant ritleman was killed in this furious 
tmeounter. 

Other noble acts were to be jnit to the account 
of Kuro[)eans of the Indian Army, but the 
doers of tliem were not to liv<* to learn how 
highly they had been honoured. 'Phere was 
M.ijor George tJodfrey Massy Wheeler, 7th 
( Mariana) Lancers, who was killed while 
le.uling his stpuxdron to the attack of the 
“ Nortli Mound ” at Shaiba, Meso[)otamia, on 
April 13, l91o. “ H(‘ was .set'ii far ahead of 

his men riding single-haiuk'd straiglit for the 
enemy's standards ” — one of tlio finest sen- 
tences ever written in the official records of the 
(Toss. Only on tho previous day Wheeler 
had asked to be allowed to lead his scpiadron 
in an effort to eapturo a flag which was the 
centre-point of an em'iny grou]) who were 
firing on one of our picquets. With the lance 
he sw('pt upon the op])Osing infantry, and 
having done considerable execution amongst 
tliem he retired, while the foes swarmed out of 
hid len ground ; V)ut only to form a splendid 
target for our own horse -gunners. Another 



Lee.-Corp. J. TOMBS. Sec.-Lieut. A. TURVER, 

iHt Bn. JJverpool Regt. Ist Bn. Royal Bt-rk-^liire Rogt. 

(Rue dll Bois). (near Vcnnollcs). 

Indian Army officer — lieutenant Frank 
Alexander do Pass, 34t}i Prince Albert Victor’s 
Own Poona TIorso — lost his life in an affair 
which won for him the CToss. It was at 
Festubert, on November 24, 1914, and de Pass 
was entering a German sap and destroying a 
trav^erse in face of the enemy’s bombs. Tho 
lieutenant crowned this very gallant deed 
by rescuing a wounded man Avho was lying 
in tlio ojien under a pitil(‘ss fire. It was a 
noble day’s work ; but de l.*a.ss did not survive 
to sot^ it reeognized, for next day ho was 
killed in making a .seeond attempt to take 
the .sap, which liad been rcoccupied by tho 
( Jermans. 

On May 13, 1919, th(» aw ard w^as announced 
of a ( Voss to Laneo-Nailv Jiila, 4 1st Dogras, 
Indian Army, and in the following June anothc'r 
(Voss for Se])oy Cliatta JSingh, 9th Bhopal 
Infantry, Indian Army, was gazetted. Th(5 
laiiee-naik heard cries for help from his adju- 
tant, W'ho was severely wounded. In tho face 
of what seemed certain death he insisted on 
going to the adjutant, and when not allowed 
to crawl back with him .stayed until dusk, 
having strijjpod off his own clothing to 
kei‘[) tlie officer warm. Ho then returned to 
sluJter, but after dark wt'iit back with a 
stretcher and the adjutant was brouglit in. 
The sepoy also left cover to a.ssist his wounded 
and helpless commanding officer. Ho bound 
up the officer’s w’ound, and dug cover for him. 
For five hours he remained with the officer, 
“ shielding him with his owm body on the 
exposed side.” Then, under cover of darkness, 
he too sought lielji and brought tho officer 
into safety 

The amazing exploits for which the Victoria 
fVoss had been given to members of all ranks 
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of the Army seom''d impossible of eclipse, yet 
it might almost be said that members of the 
Navy occasionally excelled their brethren of 
the sister service. 'Inhere were on record many 
instances of the display of sheer valour, the 
courage for which the Cross had been so often 
given in the days of the Crimea and the Mutiny, 
when warfare had but few complications and 
simple personal bravery ranked high ; but the 
tc'rrible devices of tlu? war wliich had como into 
being at sea demanded for the accompUshm 'nt 
of many naval duties the very highest courage 
and enduranc(‘. It wtis especially with rt‘- 
gard to submarine work that those? quali- 
ties were deinand'^d, and they were jiromptly 
furnished. They w’ere show'ii in connexion 
with the first naval V.C. to be gazetted, 
a!id that was to Lieutenant Nonnan Douglas 
Holbrook, ILN., for taking his submarine, B 1 1, 
on December 13, 1914, up the Dardan(‘lles ; 
and. in spite of the very diflicult current, 
diving his vessel under five rows of mines and 
torpedoing the Turkish battleship M(?ssudiyeh, 
which was guarding the min(4ield. Holbrook 
not only did. tliis, but he also brought the sub- 
marine safely back, desj)ite gun-fire and 
torped ) boats and a subiiK'rsion of nine hours. ♦ 
'riiere vNas a notable sequel to the affair on 
.Inly 24, 191(5, w'lien, in the l*rize (\)urt. before 
Sir Samuel Evans, Hresidc^it, there was a 
motion on behalf of Holbrook and the ship's 
eompany of 13 11 for a declaration that they 
were entitled to jirizc? bounty for the destruc- 
tion of the Messudiyeh ; tliat at the time there 
were 700 persons on board, and that the ])rize 
bounty at the rate of £5 a lu'ad amounted to 
£3,500. Holbrook himself was ealled, and said 
lie received information that a Turkish ha-ttle- 
ship w'as in Dardan Hay, and was IxMiig used 
* See Vol. IIJ., Cliaplor Llll. 


as the head juarters in the Dardanelles of the 
Herman Naval Staff. }fe understood that 
tliero was a minefield frc ni Ke})hez Bav to 
Kephoz Point, consisting of five rows of mines 
extending the width of tlie channel. Ih? 
applied to the senior submarine olVicta*, and 
obtaiiK'd ptTinis.sion to make an attempt to 
get througli and undt‘r the minefield, and on 
Deeember 13 he went up the Dardanelles in 
cliargo of the B 11, dived under tlu? liru's of 
mine.s, and about noon sight(‘d the Me.ssudiyeh 
at anchor off Chanak. At about 800 yards a 
torpedo was fired at her, and after it had been 
heard to exploch', the submarine put up her 
periscope and the battleship was seen to be 
sinking by the stern, her quarter -d<H?k being 
awash. It was afterwards ri'ported by ofihiers 
of the Koyal Plying Corps that the Me.ssudiyeh 
was sunk. When the lieutenant had told his 
modest tale, unique in a British court of law, 
the Prt‘sid ‘id ohservi'd, “ All I can say to you 
is that you showc'd sph*ndid courage." In 
<1 ‘claring that the complem(?nt of the battles- 
ship at t h(? t im * of her destruction was 700, and 
the? amount of yirize bounty jiayabli? was 
£3,500, the Presidord. rianarked, “ Nobody eau 
say that I am wrong, and I liopo I am right." 

Another lemarkahle submarine feat wap 
gazetted late in June, 1915. The winner of the 
V.C. this time was IJeutenant-Commauder 
Martin Erie Nasmith, H.N., who, while r(‘eon- 
noitriiig in the Sea of Marmora and in the pro- 
.scne«; of giH'at danger, di'stroyed a large' 3'urkish 
gunboat, two transports, an ammunition ship 
and three store ships, in additiem to driving one 
ship ashore. When hi' had safely ])a.sscd the 
most diflieult part of his lionaavard journey, he 
returned to torjx'do a 4'urkisli transport. 

'fhough Holbrook’s was tlie first of the nava.1 
(Vosses to be gazetted, yet two w’oeks earlic'r 
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TflH TIMliS llIHTOin' OF TIIF WAU. 


H liiul bcM'ii p<*ri'()i lilt'd by ( ‘oiumiindt'i* 

If. I\ Kitfbie, H.N'., which gaintxl for him tlic 
saints distinction, d’fiis ohiccr's exploit con- 
sistt'd of raiding tlic harbour of I)ar-cs- Salaam, 
tl)(^ cupital of (Icrmaii Kast Africa, in three 
small floats and sinking all the (lerman vt'sst'N 
that wert' in it. This task of st'arch and demoli- 
tion was one of great hazard, in view of th<* 
stulibornness of the enemy's defence, and 
Kitchie was severt'ly woundt'd. He endured 
until ht* bt'camt^ unconsc.itius, and liy that tiiiu' 
he had been woundt'd no fmver than t'ight times, 
th(i inti'rval bt'twt'cn his first and last severe 
wound being aJitiut twenty minutes. 

Holbrook's ftMit w as jiarallt'k <l at t ht' same 
peritid by the ])t*rf()rimmce of Jat'utenarit -(Com- 
mander Kdward (Courtney Hoyle, H.N., wlien 
in command of Suliinariiui l']|4. Hoyle divt tl 
his N't'sst'l untler the t'nt'iny's miiu'tit'Ids and 
enteretf liio St'a of Marmora, on April 27, lOIa. 
Ilert' again thta'e wt'ro not only the ortlinary 
risks of submarining to enctainter, but also the 
pt'rils of strong and treacherous currents, and 
thti constant danger of attattk from hostilt' 
patrols ; yt't Boylt' succt'ssfully nu't tliem all, 
and his ojn'iat ions in tht' narrow waters of tlie 
Straits t'lided in tlu' sinking of t.wo Turkish 
gunboats and one large military trraisport. 

'Idle disa|)poinlments and losses which had 
characterised tlu^ opt'rations at tht' Dardanellt's 
Jiad fiet'ii softened b\ tht'se triumphs of junior 
submarine oflieers ; furt lit'r satisfaction was to bt* 
alTordetl in connexion w ith tlie famous landing 
from th(^ Hirer (Clyde at V Head), in the (killipoli 
Peninsula, on April 20, 191 /i.* Tlc'rt* was one of 
tlie rare <*as<‘s that claimed a clustt'r of crosses, 
and three were given, one to (Commander lulwanl 
ruwiii, H.N., one to ^Midshipman (Jeorge L. 
Drt'wry, Hoyal Xa\'al Hes(*r\'e, and one to 
Midshipman W’ilfred St. A. Malleson, H.\. 
'The commander was in the Hirer (dyde, and 
set'ing that tiie lighters which were to form tin* 
bridge to the shore hatl broken adrift he left 
the transport. At that time a very dangc'rous 
lire was being directed upon the ve.s.sel, but 
rnwin paid no heed to it. lie W’orkc'd on, 
ri'solutely attempting to get the lighters int») 
position, and managi'd by sheer forc'c of w ill to 
keep going until he could go no longer, because 
cold and immersion mastered him so much 
that he was forced to return to the ship, wlien* 
h(‘ was wrapped in blanki'ts. He was suffering 
and I'xhausted, the doctor forbade him to return 
to his task yet he went, and he finished it. 

♦ JJr>('nbcil in Vol. ('Imptcr XriV. 


Hut in carrying out his resolution he was 
wounded by three bullets mul had to return 
to the doctor for attention. .Again he k'ft th<* 
ship, this time in a lifi'Vioat, so that he ('oul«l 
save some wounded men who were lying h(*lp- 
less ill shallow' water near the beach, 'the 
commander continued this hi'roio task nndi'r 
constant fire, and stopped at last only through 
sheer jihysieal exhaustion. It was a noble 
display of hi'roism, and was well supported 
by his subordinates of evi'ry rank. (Con- 
spieuous by tli(‘ir conduct were Urewry arul 
Malleson, the former lu'lping tlie (‘ommai.d r 
to secure the lighters, under the deadly rifk* 
and Alaxim firr\ although he was woundf'd in 
the head. Twice afterwards lie tried, Imt iu 
rain, to sv\ im witli a lim^ from lighti'p to lighti r. 
Where Drewry failed through complete ex- 
haustion Malleson succei'di'd. He took the 
lint', and swam W'ith it to the lighter that it 
was wished to reach. This line siibsetpii^nt ly 
broke, and Malit'son madi^ two tnore attempts, 
without success, to carry out tlu^ task which 
he liad imposi'd on himsi'If. Orc'wry* who 
was in his t(‘(‘ns, had served with the P. and O. 
(V)m])any, and wa.s the' firsi oHici'r of the H.N.H. 
to win the N'ictoria. ('ross. 

y\t the' time his honour was gazetted thi'ri' was 
announced th(‘ first award of tie' disliru'fion to 
a seaman of the Hoyal Xaval Hi'si'pve (h'oi’gc' 
Melxi'ir/.ie Samson, who “ vvorki'd on a lighter 
all day imdi'i* lire, attending wounded a.nd 
getting out' lines; he was (‘vontually danger- 
ously w'oundi'd by Maxim fin*.’' Witli Samson 
was bracketed Abk* Si'aman William (’barles 
Williams, wlio “ hekl on to a line in f h(* wab'r 
for ov er an hour under heavy fin', until killed " 
brief hut imfin'ssive neoi’d of a gallant 
sailor’s death. At this time jilso the. Ooss was 
given to la('utenant-( ’ommamk'i* Krie rinscoigne 
Robinson, H.N., for n very fine achievement 
ashore. On K(*hrua.ry 2t>, 1915, lie advanced 
aloni', imdi'i* heavy tin*, into an ('lu'my's gmi 
position, and having d('stroyed a four-inch gun 
he returned to his party for anotlu'r charge, with 
which th(^ second gun was destroyed. The 
oHieer would not let the members of his demoli- 
tion party go with him, on the ground that 
their white uniforms would maki* thc'm con- 
spicuous. He took part in four attacks on tlu^ 
minefields, c'aeh time under heavy fire. 

Tliat landing from the River (Jlydo was to 
give the (’ross to the first member of the Royal 
Xaval X’olunteer Reserve to win it. This was 
8ub-Lieutenant Arthur Waldene St. Clair 




PIPER DANIEL LAIDLAW. 

7th Battalion King's Own Scottish Borderers, at Loos, September 25, 


Tisdall. More than a year elapsed between tin* service at the time* and that he was killed in 

perforinaneo of his special ael and tluMinnounee- act ion on May <>, eleven days .ift(r his gallant 

inent of tho bestowal of th(‘ (^ross for it, the eondiiet in connexion with the landing from 

delay being caused by the fact that 'I’isdal! and the* River Clyde. In that wondeihil ♦ nt< i prise 

the platoon under his orders wi're on d('taeh<«l there wen* many unexpected situations, many 
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calls for help froiri laen in peril, and amongst 
the most ready to respond was Tisdall. ITearii g 
wiiunded men on the beach calling for help he 
jumped into the water, and pushing a boat in 
front of him began the task of rescue. Unable 
singlO'handod to carry out his puri^ose lie 
sought hel[) and took with him on two of his 
t rips liOading Seaman Malia and on other trips 
Chief Petty Oflicor Perring and Loading Seamen 
Curtiss and Parkinson. Tisdall altogether 
made four or five trips between the transport 
and the shore, all the time under a heavy and 
accurate fire, and in this way he rescued several 
wonndfMl men. Of the brave little band who 


machine-guns and rifles. There was in the 
centre of the obstruction a dhow and an at- 
tempt was made to sink it by gunfire. This 
effort failed, and (k)okson ordered the Comet 
to be placed alongside. This dangerous and 
difficult task liaving been accomplished, he 
sprang on to the dhow and with an axe tried 
to cut the wire hawsers which connected it with 
the other two craft. In doing this Cookson 
inevitably made himself an outstanding figure, 
and he had no sooner jumped on to the 
dhow and set to work than he was shot 
in several places. Within a few minutes he 
was dead. 



NAIK DARWAN SING NEGI, GAHHWAL RIFLES, AT FHSTUBER T. 

Awarded the V G. for }(reat {(allantry on the ni|{ht of November 23*24, 1914, when his regiment was 
enjiaged in retaking and clearing the enemy out of the British trenches, and although wounded in two 
places in the head, and also in the arm, Naik Darwan Sing Negi was one of the first to push round 
each successive traverse, in the face of severe fire from bombs and rifles at the closest range. 


helped him Curtiss was a few weeks afterwards 
reported missing. 

An officer who had already proved his mottle 
and had received the D.S.O. was to be added 
to tlie roll of naval V.C.’s by tlie performance 
of one of tliose acts which seem to be peculiarly 
associated with the British fighting man. Thh: 
wa^ J lieutenant -Commander Edgar Christ opli(*r 
Cookson, H.N. During the advance on Kut-el- 
Amara, on September 28, 1915, the river gun- 
Imat Comet and other gunboats had been orderc d 
to examine and if possible destroy tliroe vessels 
forming an obstruction which tlie Turks had 
placed across the river. From both banks of 
the river, as the gunboats neared the obstacle, 
a very heavy fire was opened on them from 


Such were the deeds for which, during the 
first two years of war, twelve Victoria Crosses 
were announced for naval officers and men, 
though there were actually won in that pt riod 
three more in th(‘ Battle of Jutland Bank — by 
Commander the Hon. E. B. S. Bingham, Major 
F. J. W. Harvey, R.M.L.I., and Boy John 
Travers Cornvvell.* 

“ If there be degrees of chivalry the highest 
award shoul 1 be accorded to the medical pro- 
fession,” wrote T..ord Northcliffe in dealing, in 
Tfie Times, in October, 1010, with the war 
doctors’ work under fire. '. . . “For the last 
1 hree months in the Royal Army Medical 

♦ Vol. IX., (chapter (.5XL. 
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Corps alone, I account them, according to the 
figures published in The Times from day to day : 


Ortu’ers : 


Killed 

.'>3 

Wounded 

, . 20S 

Missing . . 

1 

.C.().’.s atnl men (R.A.M.C. only): 
Killed 

. 200 

Wounded 

. 1,212 

Missing . . 



Those figures, clefvr and impressive, showed 
at a glance what the R.A.M.C. was doing, and 
tlicy were representative of the \\'ork of that 
wonderful band during the first two years of 
war. First amongst these exploits stood forth 
the ca'=e of Lieutenant iVrthur !\Tartin-Leak(\ 
R.A.M.C., for to him was given the oxee])- 
tional award of a clasp to the Victoria Cross 
wdiich he already possessed, granted to him 
for great devotion to duty and self -sacrifice' 
in the South African War. During the strenu- 
ous and anxious days of the latter part of 1914, 
in tho Ypros region, Lieutenant Mart iii-Leake 
rescued “ a large number of woundc'd,’* tlie 
rescues being “ especially during tho period 
October 29 to November 8, 1914, near 

Zonnebeke,” while exposed to constant fire. 
Lieutenant Martin-Leako’s bar was announced 
at tlie same time as O’ Leary’s Cross, and tliese 
tw’n awards, representing acts which were in 
some ways of opposite characteristics, pro- 
foundly moved, and filled with jiride, the 
British public. 

Tt was in the ru>ighbourhood of ^^pn's, too, 
on the afternoon of April 25, 1915, that an 
officer of tho Canadian Aimy Medical Service 
won the Cross by precisely the same conduct 
as that which had (listingiiishrd l^eake. This 
was Captain Francis Alexaruh^r Caron Scrim- 
ger, 14th Battalion Royal Montreal Regiment, 
who was in charge of an advanced dressing 
station in some fr.rm buildings which wen' 



Pte. E. WARNER, Sec.-Lieut. S. C. WOODROFFE. 

1st Jin. Bi'dfonlshiri' Rpgt. Sth Tin. lUlle BrlKtulc 

(near ** Hill 00 (Moof^p). 

being heavily shelled. Scrimger not only 
directed tho removal of the wounded, despite 
tho <leadl 3 ^ fire, but ho himself took up a 
severely wounded officer who w as lying helpless 
in a stable and bore him off in search of a safer 
])lacc. The effort was too much for him ; 
ho could no longer carry his heavy burden, yet 
ho refused to leave his charge and insisted on 
remaining until help could bo obtained. That 
n(*blo act. was hut part of tho most courageous 
(jondnet which Serimgr*r had displayed con» 
tinuously, day and night, in attending to tho 
wounded during tho heavy fighting betavt'cn 
April 22 and%5. 

Cajitain Scrimger’s act was fit companion to 
the deeds which gave tho Cross to three other 
fighters from Canada — Colour-Sergi'ant William 
Frederick Hall, SthCanadin n Battalion ; Lance- 
(kirporal Frederick P’isher, l.’lth Canadian 
Battalion ; and Jaeutenant F. W. (Vunphc'll, 
1st Canadian Battalion. Hall was another of 
tho.se nolilo lu'roes whoso lives havo been givers 
in trying to save others. While in battle in the 
neighbourhood of Y[)r('s, on .April 24. 1915, lie 
made a resolute attempt to rea(4i a wounded man 
who was crying for help. His first effort failed. 



{Elliott rf? ynj. 
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LANCE-CORPORAL CHARLES ALFRED JARVIS, 57th FIELD COMPANY, ROYAL ENGINEERS, 
who received the V.C. for great gallantry on August 23, 1914, at Jemappes, in working for LV hours under heavy fire in full view of the enemy, 

and in successfully firing charges for the demolition of a bridge. 
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and rt non-commissioned officer and ])rivate ulio 
were helping the wounded man were themselves 
wounded ; then Hall again rushf?d forward 
under a deadly fire and was actually lifting up 
the wounded man, to take him to sheltt^r, whvn 
he was mortally wounded in the head. FisluM\ 
too, gave his life, on Aj^ril 23, 1915, near St.. 
Julien, for he was killed while showing the 
utmost courage and resource in getting his 
mfurhin (5 gun into action. Camjibell distin- 
guished himself at Givenchy on Juno 15, 1915, 
also as a machine gunner. In his case, as in that 
of Fisher, heavy losses had been suffered by the 
<l<^ta(‘hmont and the situation was one of gn^at 
peril. Campbell survived that danger and won 
the Cross by his heroism, but later he was 
vv<.>unded and died. 

It almost seemed as if the unfliiu-hing 
courage and fortitudt' of mcui like Leake and 
Sc*rimgt‘r htid becornt' a tradition amongst the 
“ war doctors,” for another hero arose in 
T<‘mporary Liontenant George Allan ^faling, 
M.H,, of the H.A.M.C. It was during the* 
iieavy iigliting near Faiicpiissart, on S(*])- 
ti'inber 25, 1915, that Muling worked hard and 
ineessantly, under the un(;(?a,sing shell firt‘ which 
4-liaiacterised the operations in that region at 
tile time. Ih* l)t‘gau his task at 0.15 in the 
morning, (collecting and treating more than 
.300 men in th«* op<*n and exposi'd to iiKTciless 
fire. 3"hroughout tht‘ whohe of that day, 
during the evening, all tlmmgli tlie night, 
without a br<cak till eight o’clock next morning 
- -twenty-six unbroken hours — reckless of shell 
and hulltd, hi* lu»ld as grimly to liis task 
as GronvilU* did off tlic Azores in his fight 
with the one and the fifty -three ; and the 
simile holds got>d, for as Grenville fought on 
though woimdi^l, so this temporary lieutc;naiU 
in the ranks of tin? war doctors ” went about 
his duty of succouring tmd saving when it 
seeriK'd impossible that hiiinan strength could 
endure. Fleven o’clock came, then a large 
high explosive shell burst and did dreadful 
havoc. It killed sev'eral of his patients, it 
wounded his only assistant, and it flung Mali ng 
down and temporarily stimned him. Vet in» 
sooner had the shock and horror of the slu^ll- 
hurst passed than Maling pulled himsi‘lf 
togtjther and r(‘sumed his work. How long he 
would hav(‘ kept it u]> no man can tell, but it 
hafjperied that very soon a second shell came 
and (‘Xploded, covering both Maling and 
his instruments with debris ; y<'t, oven so, he had 
not finished, for, says the official rc'cord, “ his 


high courage and y.(*al never failed him, and 
he (continued his gallant work single-handed.'’ 

The Indian Medical S(*rvic(‘, in the person 
of Caf)tain Jolin Alexander Sinton, M.ll , 
claimed a (’ross to add to its alrc'sdy honourahit* 
rc'cord. This reci])ient was d< corati'd ” for 
mt>st conspicuous bravery end devotion to 
duty. Although shot through both arms 
and through the side, he ndused to go to the 
hospital, and remained, as long as daylight 
lasted, attending to liis duties under v(*rv 
heavy fire. In three i>revious act ions Gaptain 
Sinton displayed th<' utmost bravery.'’ 

It was intivitahlc' that some time should j)ass 
from the beginning of the war until the Allied 
airmen should ho mnsh'rs of the new conditions 
of their warfare. Tii('rc w<‘re many scjrious 
defects to nanedy, iiunv^rous defi<‘i(aici(\s to 
make good ; hut liritish airmen l«>st no tirm* in 
sliowing tlu'ir daritig and rcsour<*(‘fuln(‘ss. 'The 
first Gross to gi\'(*u for an air-hombiiig eiitt*r- 
pris«‘ was won by Stx'ond Lieutenant William 
Harnard Hhodes-Moorlionse, Special lies<*r\’e. 
Royal Flying Corps, for a sphaidid and suc(H»ssful 
flight to Courtrai. On April 2(1, 1915, he started 
on a boml>ing expedition. Having droj>p(’d 
hoiuhs on the lin(‘s near (’ourirai railway station 
he began liis return jonriK^y, and in iht^ course of 
it was mortally wounded by tla; eru'iuy's fire. 
Despite his injuries he ma.nagc‘d to fly, at a vtay 
low altitiuhs to his d(‘stination, a distuneti of 
thirty-five mih‘s. He was ahh^ to report thc^ 
suecessful aee,omplishmi*nt. of his journey, but 
hc^ did not long survive his in juries. Jn recog- 
nition of his courageous achievement he w'as 
postlmmously awarded tia^ N'^ictoria Ooss. 

Second on the airmen's roll of honour was 
Flight Sub-Lieutenant H. A. J. Waria*ford, 
Royal Naval Air Services who not only pea- 
formed an aet of e*xtrji.e>rdinary <*ourag(^ but 
also demoiistrat(‘d the helplessne\ss and vuliieni- 
hility of the /t'jipe'lin whcai in (xinfliet with 
at^roplanes. Warnedord had be e n trairK^i in Iho 
m(*rcJiant serv'icf' and had pro\(‘d to he a flyer 
of uncommon merit. ()nJune‘ 7, 1915, at daw n, 
he‘ anel two mc)re* avieitors shi rt cel on an e^xpexli- 
tion the object of whicli was to bomb Z(;pp(9in 
sheds whicli had been local e el al Fvere, near 
Rruss<‘ls. 3’hat raiel wn.s sueeMissfuIly accom- 
plished ; but Warne'ford was not .satisficxl. He 
longed to do more*, te> e-arry o»it an ohjee-t whieli 
w'lis eleair to his licart, aial that was to me*(‘t and 
de*stroy an (‘nemy airship. Fortune favoure^d 
hiiu and justified tlie* caution he* had shown in 
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r»*s<*rv^ing hoirihs for Jiis hug(‘ prey. Soon after 
(lciybr<.‘a.k, sweeping the sky, ho saw a Zeppelin 
al a lu'ight of some six thousand f€?et. The 
airship was travc^lling rajadly and wiis about 
halfway between Brussels and the old city of 
<!lient. instantly VWirneford ])ut his ])urpose 
into (^xt^fution, and with amazing skill and 
iitt(‘r f<'arl(‘ssnf‘ss h(‘ got his machine, a Moraiu^ 
monoplane, almost ox er the eni'iny (^raft. Then 
he descended about fifteen yards and flung six 
bombs, Tlie sixth missiki struck the vast bulk 
in th(^ mid<ll(; and tlK'rc^ was a lc*rribl(^ explosion. 

“ The dis|)lacemf*nf of the air around me,” to 
use W'ariH'ford's own words, was so great (hat 
a (orna.d(i seemed to havi^ })e(‘n produc(‘d. ]\Iy 
machiiie was lossc'd upward, and t hf'ii flung 
abso]ut<‘ly upsi(h‘ <lo\\n. 1 was forc(‘d to loop 

th<^ loop in spile of myself.” liy a, wonderful 
stroke of luck th(‘ machint' was right<*d and 
W’a.riH'ford, whom troubk^ forced to (h^scend, 
landi^d safely in cfa'iiiy country. He was able, 
liowc'ver, to rexstart his engine within fift('(‘n 
nenutes and a.scended sa.f(‘ly and ma.<le ofT 
towards his base, \\ hich lu* n'ached. .M(*anv\’hile, 
the Zepp(‘lin, wr(‘ck(*d, was falling in a flaming 
miss to <‘arth, wa,t<*lu‘(l by (ransfixtMl but. 
exulting Belgians. I’nfort unately it crash<*d on 
to a nunn<a\y in (Jlu'nt and the building took 
fir(‘, and loss f)f life was causc'd aiiAngst the nuns 
and cliildren who wc‘re in the nunntTv. The 
crew w('r(^ destroyed with llu'ir airsliip, and iti 
(heir work of salvage the Cermans had (‘vidence 
of the com[)h;tent;ss with which one of their 
most cluTished beliefs liad bet‘ii shattered. 'J’lie 
annihilation of machine and men by one British 
aviator, singh^-handed and unsupported, w'a.s 
t he sinister forerunner of simihir disasters f)ver 
the' London area its(‘lf. 

A wave of prid(' and joy swe[)t through 
the Kmpirc on hearing of the airman’s 
splendid achievement, and th(?re was unixersal 
satisfaction w'hen it xvas known that the 
King had t(degra|)lu‘d his congratulations 
(,o Warneford and announced that he had 
conferred upon him the honour of the Vic- 
toria ( *ross. He w as iilso aw-ardt'd, on tlie 
riH*ommendat ion of (Jeneral Joffre, the Cross of 
the* Legion of Honour. W'arnc'ford's well-won 
glory w^as short-lix t'd in ten days lie was dead, 
having met his fate in a shocking accident, f)n 
»Iu!H‘ 17, while flying with Mr. Henry N^eedham, 
an American writer, at Buc Aerodrome, Baris, 
h(* and his passengi'r w’t*re killed. Warneford 
had been ordered to fly hack to Dunkirk, where 
h<‘ was to resume duty. He had risen to about 


700 feet when the machine, after wobbling 
violently, overturned and threw out the two 
men, both of whom were killed instantly. The 
story was told that on the day before his deatli 
Warneford had been given a bunch of roses in a 
restaurant , and someom^ said to him, “ What 
rejoicings there will bo when you return to 
London and see your mothcT again ! ” To this 
the young oilicer anj={vver(‘d sadly, “ I feel that 1 
shall die b<*fore I return luiine.” When he f(‘ll 
ho was wearing liis Cross of the Legion of 
Honour ; and this was found embeddeil in his 
ch('st. 'I’he body w^as brought home and was 
buried at Brf)m])ton Cemetery, the mourn(*rs 
including Mrs. (Virkery, his mother, to wliom, 
on Octobt*r 5, 1015, tlie King wrote saying that 
it was to him a matter of sinc(*re r(*gn‘t that tin* 
<h‘ath of the oflicer had d(‘prived him of tin* 

“ j>ride of personally conferring upon him the 
\hctoria (.^ross, tin* greatest of all naval 
distinctions.” ^7^ 

The achievements of the airmen had been 
consistently wtinderful ; yet there cam<* 
light a perhirmance which must doubtless stand 
for all tim(‘ by itself — the astounding feat of 
Sipiadron-Cominander Kic.hard Bell Davi(‘s, 
D.S.O., K.N., and Flight Snb-Jaeut(‘nant 
Gilbert Formby Smyhe, R.N., who, on Nov<mi- 
Im*!* 10, 1015, carric‘d out an a.ir attack on 
Ferrijik rl unction. Smylif^’s ma(‘hinc* wa,s 
received by very heavy fire and brought down. 
The pilot planed down ov(*r tlu' station and 
from a very low altitiidi* simiiltaneouslx- 
released all his bombs except one, which faikxl 
to drop. Having done this h(' continued his 
descent into tlu* marsh. W'ith astonishing 
presence of mind, on alighting he set fire to his 
machine, having seen the unexploded bomb, 
and knowing that it would surely destroy the 
aeroplane ; then he went towards Turkish 
territory. At this moment he saw Davic*s 
descending, and again showed the most aston- 
ishing courage and resourcefulness, for fearing 
that the squadron -commander would come 
down near the burning machine and so risk 
death from the exploding bomb, Smylie ruslied 
back and from a short distance exploded th<^ 
bomb with a pistol bullet. 'The act was suf- 
ficiently astounding as it stood ; but t he 
drama was not compk‘te. Descending at a 
safe distance from the burning maeliinc the 
squadron -commander took up the sub-lieutenant 
in the very presence of a party of the enemy, 
and soared away with him in safety to the 
aerodrome- — an unrivalled feat and one which 



THE TIMES HTSTOEY OF THE WAR. 


81 


the most imaginative novelist would .“Ciireoly 
have dared to invent. To Davies, w ho iilr('a.d\ 
had the D.S.O., the Victoria Cross w as granlc^d, 
and to his brave companion in the inarvellous 
adv enture there was awarded the Distingnishetl 
Service Cross. 

Another Ooss for a truly splendid flying 
performance was given to Captain .lolin Aidan 
bidden, 3rd Battalion Argyll and Sutherland 
Itighlanders and K.K.C. Tfe w’as severely 
woundi'cl on July 31, 1915, wdien on a flying 
reeonnaissanee ov'er ()stend-Brugcs-( Jhent . His 
right thigh was l.iroken, (causing momentary 
imeonsciousness, but in spite of that lie managed 
rtM*over partial control of his machine a.ft«‘r 
it had dropped nearly 3,009 feet. Thougli enn- 
tinually tir(‘dat and in astati* of *^*ollapse yot \h) 
Mieeec'tled in conifih'ting his course and brouLdit 
his machine into our lines, half an hour after he 
laid rect'ived his tcTrible wound. 'Tlie i-ontrol- 
w heel anti t-hrott le-control W(‘re snaished, and 
one of the und<*r-carriage struts : aiuh said the 
otlieial story, “ it would seem ii.cndilile tlail lie 
c()uld have accom|)lished Jiis task.” 

OiH^ more wonderful deed eornjdetos the 
list for wliicli th<' Cross was givtai toairnaai. 
Tlie rc'cipient was Second-Lieutenant (hlbert 
Stuart Martin Insall, Xo. 11 Squadron, Royal 
dying Corps, for eonspicaious bravca-y, skill, 
a,n<l d(*t<.‘rrnination in Trance on Xciv’embt*!* 7, 
1915. IIo was ])atrolIing in a ^hckers Righting 
]Ma(^hine, witli First-Class Air-^Mcchanic. T. H. 
Donald as gunner, vvlien a (Jerman macliiia* was 
stMTi and jmrsiad and attacked near Achic t. 
'I'ho Vick(*rs machine was led over a rocket 
battery by tlie Cerman ])ilot, but Insall dived 
and got to close range and Donald sto]^ped 
the (German’s engine by firing a drum of cart- 
ridgc\s. Then the Cerman pilot div^ed through 
a. cloud ; but Insall would not let him (*sca|)c 
anil follow ed him. Again fire vn as ojicned 
and the enemy machine was brought down 
lu*avily in a jiloughed field four mill's soiith- 
I'ast of Arras. Instantly the Germans serainViled 
out of their machine a.nd ])repared to fire ; 
hut insall w'as too quick for tliem and div iiiu 
to 500 ft. he c'liabled DonaJd to tin* lii'avilv 
on them. At this the (Jermans floil, one, who 
w as I evidently wounded, )>eing helpc'd ])v^ the 
other. More Germans then began a. heavy fire, 
but in spite of all Insall furnc'd .igain and 
dropped an incendiary bomb on tlii' <‘iiciny 
machine, w'hicli beeame wreathc'd in smoke, 
i lien the lieutenant headed west , to get back 
over the Gi^rmaii tri'iicbes ; but being only 
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2,000 feet ii|) he divs'd across the trendies for 
greati'r speed, Donald tiring into I hem as the 
\hekers passed over. 3’lie | rol-t a.nk, how- 
ever, had bi'cii fhimaged hv' I he (terman fire; 
hut. Insall managed to land under cover of a. 
wood .500 yards inside our lines. Xo ft'vver 
than 150 slidls \n ere tireil a.t th<* ma.eliiijo 
while it was on the ground, hut tln' (Germans 
faileil to cause material damage. Much damage, 
liowever, had been doia* bv rifie-fire ; but this 








SECOND.LIEUTENANT G. H. WOOLLEY, 9th (COUNTY OF LONDON) BATTALION, THE LONDON REGIMENT (TERRITORIAL FORCE} 
Awarded the V.C. for bravery on “Hill 60” during the night of April 20-21, 1915. Although he was the only officer on the hill at the time, and with very few men, he 
resisted all att icks on his trench, and continued throwing bombs and encouraged his men till relieved. His trench during all this time was being heavily shelled and bombed, and 
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was made good during the night, behind 
sereened lights, and at dawn Insall triuinphantly 
hew his well -named Fighting Maehine honu‘, 
witli Donald as a passenger. 

Musicians shan'd the honour of th(‘ (’ross 
with the men of the actual fighting line. Stand- 
ing forth amongst llitMii was I’iper Daniel J^aid- 
law, 7th Hattalion the King’s Own Scottish 
Borderers, who repeat t'd the p(‘rforruancc‘ of 
Piper Fimllater, V.C., at Dargai and both 
unconsciously wc*t<^ copyists of tlu' Highland 
pij)cr who in earlier days had rallied his kiltt‘<l 
comrades t-o the t une of ‘‘ Dp, an’ waiir th<‘m a\ 
Willy.’’ baidlaw, on Sc'ptember ;2r>, llHo, 
when an attack was about to begin on ({crman 
trenches near Loos and Hill 70, jind during 
the worst the. bombardment, sn,^^ that his 
company was soinc^what shaken from tin* eth'cts 
of g4Jfcs. He spning upon th(} parajxd, juid 
marching up and down, ])lay<‘d his compan\ 
out- of the trench to th(^ rousing skirl of “ Blue 
Bonnets over the Bord(U* ” a-nd “ StJindiird 
on the Braes of Mar.” 'Fhe effect of tlie 
wild music w^tis instant iind (*l(‘ctrical — tlie 
com])any swt'pi on to th(‘ assiiult and t Ih* piper 
continued ])laying until he was wound(*d. 
'I’Ik^ pipes, which w^ere smjish(‘d in the tight , 
\\ere repaired and silver mounted. 

The Cross was confcrn'd on Driunmer 
Spen<*d* John Bent, 1st Battalion the Fast 
Lancashire Regiment, who, on the night 
of Nov<’mb<*r 1 2, It) 14, iu‘ar L(5 (Jlu‘<'r, did an 
extraortliTuiry thing, peculiarly so for n. lad in 
his t(M‘ns. II is oflicer, platoon sergeant, aind 
section commander had bec^n struck dov\n. 
and thc^ situntion wjis oiu' wJhch might 
well have dumfounded a soldi(*r of much 
more than the drumnici* lad's experience : 
but Bent saw his cluinct', and he took 
it — he <*oolly assumed comnuind jmkI 
by his ix*markable preseiu'c of mind held 
the position. It wjis for this raie dispkiy 

of courage and resourc«*fulness tliat lie was 
awarded the (.Voss, altliough on severii! orcn- 
sions he had distinguished himstJf by l)ringing 
up ammunition undcu* lieavy fin* and rt*scuiiig 
wounded men who were lying expose* I in 
the open. 'Phen c^iime tin* case of Bjnxh 
man 'rhomas Fdward Uendk*, 1st Bnttt.» 
lion Tin* Duk*' of (’ornwaU's Liglit Infantry, 
to whom the Cro^s w a.s gi\’<'n for iittenrling 
wounded under fin* at V\ tiK ergln*in on 

November 20, Dll. Hendle's act, which 

was performed under \’«*ry heavy shell and rifle 
fire, w’as rescuing m»*n from tin* trcnelie.-. in 


which they had been ))uried by the blowing in 
of the parapets by the (*nemy’s Innwy howitzers. 

4’he Cliiireh had sent lavislily of her sons to 
take tlieir part in the t<*iTifie t*onflict, and 
repeatt'dly tliey ])rovttl lluit thi'ir s])irit wiis 
the <*qual of any c-omhat iinl ’s. JJn re wais the 
<|iiiet ln*roism of hiirying the chad under 
heavy fire, eomforting tin dying in situations 
of the utmost danger, atid of p(*rfi>rming mans’' 
acts wJiieli w'ere not t*xjM‘et**J from tin* nu*mhers 
ot ii, peii(H*fnl calling. J’ln* second y»*ar of sviir 
was to bring to promincn(*e a. nio(h*st curate 
who had sliown a courage worthy of any 
r**cipi(‘nf of the ( ^ross. This was the l-(«*v. 
Kdward Noel ^h‘llish, teni|)oniry chaplain to 
the foret‘s. His h(*roic. work of iH’scning 
wounded unde*!* fire ha.s been tlescriln'd in 
Vol. VIII., (.’hapter (’XXXI I. 

It wiis iin])Ossibh^ tt> j*(*ad, without **motio)i 
and tin* det*pest prid**, tla* ofliein-l rt'cords of 
tin* many (h‘<*ds w hich meant tlie sas ing of 
lih* f*)!* whic*}i the ( *ross w as gis’cn. J’h(*re 
wt*i*e many insta!n*<*s of the simple? display of 
wonderful fli*votion, apart from originality 
<n* rc‘soure(*f uhi(*ss. Take I la* of Bris'af** 

William Ytiiing, Stli (St‘r\ iet?) Battalion Fast 
Lancashire Rt'gimcnt. Ih* wiis in his trt*ne)i, 
hilt on seein§ that his sergi‘ant had he<*ii 
wounded he? l(*ft it, under \ e‘ry }i(*avy fin*, to 
at.ti'iid te) him. 'Tlie se‘rgeant r<‘ejU('st<*d him to 
get undi*r cove*!* : ^'oimg rt‘fuseel, anel nlniosl. 
inimediate*ly l>e>th his jasss weTe? shatti'reel hy 
a shot. Yelling had set his mind njion ei ressciue, 
and horribly woiunU'd tlnmgh he- was lie earrie el 
out his purpose, with anotlnT soldie*r’s help. 
Tln*n, nnaiel(*d, Im stagg(*re<l to tin* dn*ssiMg- 
statiem- and it was fouml tliat lie had he*eji 
alsej wonnde'd by a. rifle* l)ull(*t. in the* ehe*st . 
J’he Cross w'as gis e*n t<» him, nor could it hase* 
he;e‘ii withhe'Id from such a. s aliant fighting 
man. 

Conte*ni[)oraiu?ousl\' A\ith tin* gaz(*tting e>f 
^’e)lJng’s hoiieair was tin* aw aiding of tin* (’re)ss 
to J*rivate‘ He*nry Ke'ims , 1st Battalion ln>yal 
Xorth Lanetishirt? R<‘ginn‘ni, for going out six 
time's during one* day, always uneie*!* de'a-illy fire* 
eif gun, machine-gun, anel rifle, a.nd C'aeh time* 
se'ciiring a. we)unel(el man wln> la-y iie-lplc'ss in 
flu* ope*u, anel e*arrying him tei safety being 
himsc'lf shed in the* neel^ whilst Jiai.ding tln^ 
la^f man o\e‘j* tin* para-pe t. 

Ameingst the* giinne*rs wa-s Act ing-Serge‘anf 
.Ie»hn(’. Rayiie's, R.F.A., w injse battery, at, Fosse* 
7 lie* Bedhnin*, ein ()e-1e)he*r II, Dla, was being 
heavily bombai*ded In aiinoiir-piereing and 



Com. Hon. F. BINGHAM. 

JI.M.S. “ Nostoi ” 
(.lutland). 


Lieut.-Com. E. BOYLE, 

Submarine KM 
(Dardanellfs), 


Lieut.-Com. COOKSON, 

“ Cornet 
(Kut-el-Ainara). 


J. T. CORNWELL. 

II.M.S. “Cliestcr” 
(Jutland). 




Mid. 6. DREWRY. 
ll.N.R. 
(Dardamdles). 


Lieut. N. HOLBROOK, 
Submarine Bll 
( Dardanelles). 


Maj. P. HARVEY, 
(.1uttaiid>. 



Mid. W. St. A. MALLESON, 
R.N. 

(DarilniiellesV 


Lieut.-Com. M. NASMITH, 

(Sea of Marmora). 


Com. H. RITCHIE, 
II.M.S. “ Goliath ” 
(East Afriea). 



Lieut.-Com. Eric ROBINSON, 

Seaman O. SAMSON, 

Sub-Lieut. A. USD ALL, 

Com. E. UNWIN, 

R.X. 

ll.N.R. 

R.N.V.R. 

“ River Clyde ** 

(Dardanelles). 

( Dardanelles). 

(Gallipoli). 

(Dardanelles). 


NAVAI. HBKOP.S 

THE WAR. 




THE TIMES HISTORY OE THE \V.ih\ 


:\r, 


shells. When “ Cease h"ire ” was erclt^ t'd 
Kaynos went out into a deadly area to resent* 
a wounded sergt'ant, who was forty yards 
away. Ho called on two gunn'Ts to help him. 
The gallant men obeyed — both were qiiiekl\ 
killed ; but Raynes got the sergeant to sah ty 
in a dug-out. Then a gas-shell burst af. the 
mouth of the dug-out, and Raynes oiiec* nior'e 
tlashed across the fatal open, fetched his own 
smoke-helmet, put it on the rescued wounded 
stM'geant, and then, though ])adly gasst'd 
himself, “ staggered back to servo his gun.*' 
That is only part of tho courageous conduci 
for wliich the acting -sergeant was awaivletl the 
( ^ross. 

At Neiive Cha.p»dlo, on March 12, 1915. 

Lance-Corporal Wilfred D. Fuller, 1st J^att alien 
(Jremulier Guards, seeing a band of Gtainans 
trying to escape along a (*omrmmieation 
trench, ran towards them and killed the leadei- 
with a bomb, and sneh was tla* effect of hi"; 
]>erf or f nance, single-handed and alone, thal 
the rest of the enemy, a rouTul half-liundred, 
g*wo themselves up to him. On that day, 
also at Neuvo Ohapelle, Private Fdward 
Rarher, of the same battalion, ran ahead of 
his grenade company and hurled bombs at 
the Germans with so much success tliat a 
“ v^ery groat number of them *’ sniTendcn'd 
(»n tho spot, and when the grenade party 
reaehotl the grenadier they found him quite 
al(»ne and misupportcd, with tin* enemy 
surrendering all about liiiii.’ 

banee-Corporal G. H. Wyatt, 3rd Coldstream 
Guards, at Liandrecios, on the night of August 
25 -20, 1914, saved a momentous situati(»fi by 
rushing to a spot ordy twenty-five yards away 
;Mid put t ing out a dangerous fire which had lM*en 
startl'd by (_h*rnian incendiary bombs. Setjond- 
Lic*ut<'n:i.nt (h A. Royd Ro<difort, Scots Guards, 
saved the lives of many men when, at 2 a.ni. 
on August 3, 1915, a German trench-mortar 
bomb eame into the trenches between Canibrin 
and Ra Rass6e. He shouted to warn his 
tJien ruslu‘d at the bomb, seized it, and hurled 
it ov(.*r the parapet, where it instantly ex})loded. 
The e.xploit of Lance-Corporal W. R. f%)lter, 
0th Battalion Fast Kent Regiment, was a 
glorious one. He, though wounded in both 
arms, and with his right log blown off at Die 
knee, crawled unaided to a crater fiftj- yards 
away, steadied the men there, earried on for 
two hours, then, with wounds but roughly 
dressed, endured for fourteen hours longer, 
and despite his suffering and peril, “ liad h. 
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cheery word for all who passed him.” Four 
wounded men, one of them severt'ly woundt'd, 
w’crt' rescued by Jdinc<*-Corporal .1. Tombs, 1st 
liattalion Liverpool R(*giiiH*iit, on .liine Ri, 
1915, near Rue du Rt )is. Tombs dragged the 
.severely wounded soldier back by means of a 
rifle sling, which he placed rf)und liis own nt'trk 
and tho man’s bf>dv. 
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Captain P. H. Hanson, Adjutant of the 6th 
|{a(talioti Lincolnshire Kejiinent at Yilghin 
i^uriiu, (jrallipoli, on August 9, 1915, when 

some woimded had been left l)ehind in the 
Ijurning scrub, refusc^d to leave them to a 
tlreadful end, and made several rushes forward, 
o\M*r exposed ground which was swept by a 
t'*rrific fire, and resciu'd six men from certain 
death by burning. Tlie ex[)]oit of Captain 
(-. HV>s.s, 2nd llattalion Bedfordshire 

Kegiment, was another remarkable one. At 
Xcuve Chapelle on Marcli 12, 1915, he rushed 
forward under heavy fire with eight m(‘n, 
attacking the enemy witli bombs and capturing 
a most important position and fifty -two 
(Jennans who were occupying it. Private J. 
Lynn, 2nd Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers, 
on May 2, 1915, near Ypres, showed the most 
resolute courage in repelling Gorman attacks 
^\itli his rnacliiiKi-gun. The assaults were 
made under cover of asphyxiating gas, and 
Lynn died from the effects of the poison next 
day. At Festubert, on May 16, 1915, Compmiy 
Sergeant-Major F. Babtio, 1st Battalion Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers, with eight volunteers, attacked 
a German position with bombs and capture<l 
throe officers and 102 m(*n, with 500 yards 
of trenches. • 

Then take the case of Captain A. F. G. 
Kilby, 2nd Battalion Soutli Staffordshire 
Regiment, who attacked a strong enemy 
redoubt. His company charged along a narrow 
towpath and he was wounded, but he continued 
to lead his men up to the enemy. Ho was shot 
<lown and his foot was blown olf ; but liis 
courage and determination never faltered, 
and even then ho inspired his men and used 
a rifle. Ho was re.])orted missing and his 
death was presumed. Again, there was the 
u.chievement of Senjond-I^icut-enant James Leach 
and Sergeant John Hogan, 2nd Battalion 
Manchester Regiment., on October 29, 1914, 
neai* Festubert. They retook a trench from 
the Gt'rmans, of whom they killed eight, 
wounded two, and took sixteen prisoners. 
Private R. Tollerton, 1st Battalion (^ameroii 
I lighlandca*s, at t he Aisne, on September 14, 
1911, carried a wounded officer to a place of 
giH'ater safety. He was himself wounded in 
tfie head, but h<* strugghul back to the firing- 
line and iHMiiained there until his battalion 
retired, 'fhen he returned t<) the wounded 
ofiicer and renuiined with liim for three days, 
until thc'y wert' both restuiod. 'I'hat noble 
spirit of devotion was showm also by the 


gallant Corporal A. G. Drake, 8th Battalion 
Rifle Brigade, who, on the night of Novem- 
ber 23, 1915, near La Briquo, France, 

went on patrol, one of a party of four, recon- 
noitring towards the German lines. When 
near the enemy a lieavy fire was opened on 
them by rifles and a machine-gun, and the 
officer and a man were wounded. The man 
was carried back by the last remaining man ; 
but tlu^ corporal remained with the officer. 
When last seen he was kneeling beside him, 
bandaging his wounds. Later, when a rescue 
party crawled towards the German linos, they 
found the officer alive but unconscious, and 
Drake’s bullet -riddled body. “ Ho had given 
his own life and saved his officer.” 

Such were the achievements of thc3 men wlu^ 
won tlu) Cross in those two years of unexampled 
warfare, near at hand and far afkJd, who 
fouglit on Flanders’ sodden fields, on tJie piti- 
less North S(*a, in th<^ Mediterraiic^an, in 
populous and cultivated lands, in the nnnole 
and lonely desert. 

The following is a list of tlie recipients of the 
\J(‘toria Cross whose awards \\t‘r(' definitely 
announced during tiie first two years of war. 
Other Crosses were won in that p(Tiod, but they 
were not gazetted until later. Whtai death was 
oflicially announced it is indicated in ])aren- 
theses. In a number of eases ])romotions 
followed the bestowal of the Cross and these 
are given ; 

Acton, Pto. A., 2nd Bn. Border Regt. 
Ai.KXANUKtt, Lieut. -Colonel F. W., R.F.A. 
Andkrson, Corpl. W., Yorkshire Regt. 

AN(aJS, Lee. -Corpl. VV., 8th Bn. Highland Jv.I. 

Babtik, Coy.-Sergt.-Maj., 1st Bn. H.W. Fus. 
Bakbisk, Pte. E., Grenadier Gds. 

Barter, 2nd JJout. (temp. Lieut.) F., 3r<l Bn. 
R.W, Kus. 

Bassett, Corpl. C. R. G., N.Z. Mil. K<»rees. 
Beecher, 2rid Lieut, (on prob.) D, W., 9th Bn. 
T.ondon Regt. 

J5ent, Drammor S. J., K. Lane-; liegt. 

Bovle, Lieut. -Commander E. C., R.N. 
Bradbury, Ca))t. E. K., B.H.A. (killed). 
Bkodie, Capt. W. L., Highland L.I. 

Brooke, l.ieut. J. A. O., 2nd Bn. Gordon H. 

(killed). 

Brooks, Lce.-Sergt. O., 3rd Bn. C.*oldstream (his. 
Bucktnoham, Pte. W., Leicf»ster Regt. 

Burt, 0>r|)l. A. A., Jferts Regt. (J’.F.). 



Corp. C. BASSETT, 
N.Z. Div. Signal Coy. 
(Gallipoli). 


Corp. A. BURTON, Pte. J. HAMILTON. 

7th lin.Auatralian ImporialForce Ist Bn.Aastralliiii Lin| crlal Foi cc 
(Gallipoli). (Galliroli). 


Lce.-Corp. A. JACKA. 
11th Australian Infantry, 
(Gallipoli). 



Pte. L. KEYZOR, 

Jst Bn. Australian rinp(;rial F(» 
(Gallii»oli). 


Sepoy KHUDADAD, 
ll-Oth Baluchi.*?, 
(iroIlcb<*kc). 


Lce.-Naik LALA, 
list Dogias, Indian Army. 



I S7vai tn\ 

Lieut. F. de PASS, Lieut. J. G. SMYTH, Capt. F. SCRIMGER. Capt. J. SINTON, 

Poona IloiTSO Ludhiana Sikhs Canadian A. M.S. I ndian M(>diral Servin'. 

(Near Ffstubcrt). ( I{i<-hehourg 1/Avuue). (Near Ypres). 



Lieut. F. TUBB, Sec.-Lieut. H. THROSSELL. 

Australian Imperial Forn Aiisludiaii Imperial Foree 

(Gallipoli). (Gallii»oIi). 
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Maj. 6. WHEELER. 

7th ( llarian.'i) r.aiieers 
(.Mi'sopotanda). 
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BrnTON, Corpl. A. S., 7th fhi. Aus. Inf. F. 
(kilh-d). 

Cakkiikv, I*t(\ .j., York and Ijitk* 

(‘ampukll, Lioiit. F. W., 1st Faniulian Hn. (di(‘d 
(»f wounds). 

Fhkistian, Pf<*. H., 11. l..anciisl(*r 
( ‘()nKS(»x. IJcut.-C'onunandc'r I']. D.S.O., 

I^X. (killfd). 

(’os(;r<)\k, (V)rpl. \V., B. Minis. Kus. 

CoTTioR, I.i(*o.-Forpl. (Acting Corpl.) \V. K., 0th 
Bn. F. Kent Regt. 

Banikls, 2nd Lieut. II., M.C., ILtl(‘ I5rig. 
Dahtnkll, Temp. Li(‘ut. 25th (Service) Bn. 

( Front icrsnien), H. Fus. 

J)a VIES, Squad. (Vnnmander H. B., D.S.O., ILX. 
Dawson, Temp. 2nd Incut. J. 1... ILt'. 

Dease, jn(Mit. ]\T. J., 4th Jhi. ILF. (died of 

wounds). 

DE Pass, Lieut. F. A., 2i4th Poona Horse 
(kilk'd). 

Dimmer, (apt. J. M. S., K.ILK.C. 

DonsoN, Jjce.-Corj)!. F. W'., (.’ohist r(‘am (tds. 
Dorreei., I..ieut. (tiMup. Capt.) (J. 1\, ILF. A. 
.I)()i;(;htv-\\A ME, Lieut. (Joloiwl H. M.,C.IL, 

(M\L(;., !L\V. Fus,, Il.Q. StalT, Med. Fx. F. 
(killed). 

Drain. Driver J. H. (’., ILF.A. ^ 

Drake, Corpl. A. C., Sth Pn. ILL, (killed). 
1 )rewr>, Midri. (L L., ILX.B. 

Dunsire, Pte. IL, L‘lth Pu. IL Scots. 
Dmeolas-Ham lETON, ln’('ut.-Colon(‘l A. 

Res. of Off. Com. 0th Bn. Cam. 1 1. (Uilksl). 

I Ii’NST AN, ( Virpl. \V., (k)mmonwealth Mil. V. 
DwvI'Ue Pte. PL, IL Surrey Regt. 

Finlay. Lee. -Corpl. D., IL IIighland(*rs. 
Fisher, Lci’.*( Vjrpl. F., lllth Canadian Bn. 
(killed). 

P'lemino-Sandes, T(‘mp. 2nd Lieut. A. .I. T., 
F. Sun(‘v Regt. 

Forshaw, Limit. \V. T., 0th Bn. Manehester 

R(‘g(. cr.F.) 

Foss, Bt.-Maj. C. (\, D.S.O., Ik’dfonl Regt. 
Fn.LER, Le<‘. -Corpl. \V., W’c'Lh Regt. 

Fim.er, (.ee.-Coi-p. W. I)., (irenadier (ids. 

(lARFOKTii, (V>rj)l. C. IL, loth Hussars. 

Cearv, LiiMit. IL JT., 4th Bn. F. Surrey Regt. 
(ioDT.EV, Pte. S. F., R.t\ 

(Jrenfell, Capt. F. O., Dth Lancers (killed). 

Hai.l, Col.-Sergt. F. W., Sth Canadian I>n. 
(mortally \\ ounded). 


IIali.ovves, Temp. 2nd fn'eut. H. IL, 4th Bn. 

Middlesex Hegt. (mortally wounded). 
Hamilton, Pte. (Limmonwealth Mil. t'orees. 
ILwsen, Capt. P. H., M.C., Inneoln Ri^gt. 
Harloc’K, Sergt. PL ({., 11. F. A. 

H arvey, ILc. S., York and Lane. Regt. 
Hawker, Jneut. (Temp. Maj.) J.». (L, D.S.O., 
R.IL 

Hocan, Smgt. J., Manehi'ster Regt. 

Holbrook, Lieut. X. 1)., R.X. 

Holmes, ].(ee. -Corpl. PL W., Yorksliire L. 1. 

Hull, JTe. (Slioeing-Smitli) C., 21st Lancers. 

Insxll, LiiMit. (L S. M., JLPLC. Sjiecial Res(*rve. 

.Iacka, Le(‘.-(L)r])l. A., Commonwi'alth ]\lil. F. 
James, Lieut. IL, Worcester Regt. 

J \RVis. Le(‘.-Corpl. C. A., R.IL 
Johnston, Capt. \\L IL, R.F. 

JoHN.soN, Tern]). Lieut . (t ( inp.Capt .) V. I L, R. IL 

Ki:neally, Pf(‘. W., 1st Bn. Lane, Fus. (‘/d.). 
ICenny, Pte. H., L.X. Lanes Regt. 

Kenny, Pte. 'IL, BUh (Ser\ ice) Bn. Durham L. 1. 
Kenny, Drummer W., Cordon Highlanders. 
Kevwohth, Le(‘. -Corpl. L. J., 24th Bn. London 
Regt. (killed). 

Key/or, Pt(‘. L., (Commonwealth Mil. F. 
Khudadm), S('j)oy, 121)1 h Baluchis. 

Kiijiy, (Lij)!. A. F. C., 2nd Bn. S. Staffs Begl. 
(death presumed), 

Latdi.aw, Pipor D., 7th Bn. K.O.S. Bordm’i'rs. 
Lala, Lance Xaik, 41st Dogras, Ind. Army. 
iH'Lvru, Lieut. J., .Maneli(‘ster Ri'gt. 

Liooell, Capt. .1. A., Jrd Bn. A. A S. High. 

J^i KE, Driver F., R.F..\. 

IjA NN, Pt('. .L, 2ud Bn. I^anes Fus. (died from 
gas poisoning). 

Mackenzie, Pte. J., 2iid Bn. Scots (Ids. (killed). 
^IcXair, Temp. Limit. E. A., Dth Bn. B. Sussi'x 
Regt. 

.Malino, Temp. ('apt. C. .A., M.B., R.A.M.(L 
Malleson, Midii. W. St. A., ii.X. 

M MiiNER, Pte. ML. K.R.R.C. 

?,! \HTiN, Limit. C. C., D.S.(J., R.IL 
M \RriN ■ Leake, Surg.-( Li,pt. A., PLR.CLS. Indian 
Vols. (temp. Maj., R.A.M.(L). 

May, Pte. JL, Si‘ottish Rides. 

.Mi’.ekosha, ('orpl. S., dth Hn. W. Yorks Regt. 
.Mellish, Rcw. JL X., Tianp. ('liaplain to the 
Forces, 4th Class. 

Miu D \ST, Jemadar, oath Coke's Riflc^ (Frontier 
For(*e). 



IJ’Jl/iipfi .1 Fry. 

Lce.-Corp. W. ANGUS, Maj. A. DOUGLAS-HAMILTON Pte. R. DUNSIRE. 

8th Lin. ll.L.I. (T.b\) 0th lin. Q.O. ranioroii Hclulr^. l:Uli Hri. Hoyal Scots 

((Jivoiichy). Hill 7(1 •') Hill 7() ”). 



Lce.-Corp. D. FINLAY, Drummer W. KENNY, Pte. H. MAY, 

2ii(l Bn. Black Watch 2iul Bn. (hinlon IIkIicIis. Scottish Hiflcs 


(Rue du liois). (near Vpree). (near ha JJoiitillciic). 



Pte. G. WILSON, 

( Vcrnciiil). 


Pte. .T. MACKENZIE, 
2Tid Bn Scots (•iiaids 

(H<^nt^c^^ Biincv), 


Corp. James POLLOCK. 

,ith Bn. t'ann iofi Iljjlidr 

(iiciii 1 1 ohi-n/.ollci II I! <il< HI ht ». 



Corp. J. RIPLEY, 

iHt Bn. Black Watch 
(Rue du Bois). 



I Sirfimr. ( 

Pte. H. ROBSON, Sec.-Lieut. G. ROCHFORT. Pte. R. TOLLERTON, 

2nd Bn lloval Scots Scots (inards Ihl Bn. Q.O. Cainctun ilKlulrP. 

(near Kcinnul). ((^ambrin). (Aisnc). 

SCOTS GUARDS AND SCOTTISH REGIMENTS. 
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Moor, 2nd O. R. D., Hampshire Regt. 

Morrow, Pte. R., R. Irish Fus. 

Nasmith, Lieut. -Commander M. E., R.N. 

Nfamk, Capt. P., D.S.O.. R.E. 

Nklson, Lifuit. D., R.A. 

Noble, Acting-Corpl. C. R., 2nd Bn. R.B. (died 
of wounds). 

Necji, Naik Da r wan Sing, 1st Bn. 39th Carh- 
wal Kifies. 

Negi, Rifleman Gobar Sing, 2nd Bn. 39th 
Garhwal Rifles (Uilled). 

O’Leary, 2nd Lieut. M., Connaught Rangers. 

O’Sullivan, Capt. (L R., 1st R. Inn. Fus. 

Peachment, Pte. G., 2nd Bn. K.R.R.(>. (mor- 
tally wounded). 

Pollock, Temp. 2nd JJout. (on prob.) J. D., 
8th Bn. Cameron Highlanders. 

I\)TTS, Pt(\ F. O., Berks Y('omanry. 

Ranken, Capt. H. S., R.A.M.C. (died of 
wounds). 

Raynes, Aeting-S(Tgt. J. ('., R.F.A. 

Read, Capt. A. M., 1st Bn, Northauts Regt. 
(mortally wounded). 

Rendlk, Bandsman T. E., D. offCornwall I^.T. 

Reynolds, Capt. 1)., R.F.A. 

Richards, Sergt. A., Lancs Fus. 

RfmDE.s-]VlooRHousE, 2nd J..iout. W. B., R.F.C. 

Rh»ley, Corpl. 3., R. Highlanders. 

Ritcuue, Com. 11. P., R.N. 

itlVEiLS, Pte. 3., 1st Bn. Sherwood For. (killed). 

Robinson, Lieut. -(.’onunander E. (J., R.N. 

Robson, Pte. H. H., R. Scots. 

Rochfort, 2nd Lieut. G. A. B., 1st Bn. (Special 
R(^servo) Scots Gds. 

Roupell, Capt. (J. R. P., E. Surrey Regt. 

Samson, Seaman G. McK., R.N.R. 

Saunders, Sergt. A. F., 9th Bn. Siiflolk Regt. 

ScRLMOER, Capt. F. A. C., Cajie Local Forces. 

Sharpe, Acting-Corpl. C., Lincoln Regt. 

Shout, Capt. A. 3., 1st Bn. Aus. Imj). F. (died 
of wounds). 

Singh. Sepoy Chat t a, 9tli Bhopal Inf., Ind. 
Army. 

Sinton, Capt. J. A., M.B., Indian Med. Sorv. 

Smith, 2nd Lieut. A. V., 1 Tith Bn. E. i^auc.s 
Regt. (T.F.) (killed). 


Smith, Acting-Corpl. I., Manchester Regt. 

Smith, Pte. J., 3rd Bn. Border Regt. 

Smylie, Flight Sub-Lieut. G. F., R.N. 

Smyth, I.*ieut. 3. G., 15th Sikhs. 

Somers, Sergt. J., R. Inn. Fus. 

Symons, Lieut. W. J., Commonwealth Mil. F. 

Thapa, Rifleman Kulbir, 2nd Bn. 3rd Gurkha 
Rifles. 

Throssell, 2nd Lieut. H. V. H., Commonwealth 
Mil. F. 

Tisdall, Sub-Lieut. A. W. St. C., R.N.V.R. 
(killed). 

Tombs, Lee. -Corpl. J., Liv'(‘rpool Regt. 

Toli.erton, Pte. R., Cameron Highlanders. 

Tubb, Lieut. F. H., Commonwealth Mil. F. 

Turner, 2nd Lieut. A. B., R. Berks Regt. (died 
of wounds). 

« 

Unwin, Com. E., R.N. 

Upton, (^orpl. 3., Notts and Derby Regt. 

X'allentin, Capt. 3. F., 1st Bn. S. Staffs Regt. 
(killed). 

Vickers, Pte. A. R., Warwick Regt. 

Vic'KERS, 2nd Lieut, (temp. Capt.) (L G., 7th Bn. 
Notts and Derby Regt. 

Waleord, Ca])t. (L N., R.A. (killed). 

Warner, Pt(‘. E., 1st Bedford Regt. (died from 
gas poisoning). 

Wells, Sergt. H., 2nd Bn. R. Sussex Regt. 
(killed). 

Warneford, Flight Su})-Lieut. R. A. 3., 
R.N.A.S. 

Wheeler, Major G. G. M., 7th (Haricna) 
Ijancers (killed). 

W'lLiHAMS, Able-S(‘aman W. C. (killed). 

Willis, Major R. R., Lanes Fus. 

VV'iLSON, Pie. G., Highland L.L 

WoODROFFE, 2nd Lieut. S. C., 8th Bn. R.B. 
(killed). 

Woolley, laeut. (temp, (’apt.) G. H., 9tli Bn. 
London Regt. (T.F.) 

Wright, (^apt. T., R.E. (mortally wounded). 

Wyatt, Lce.-Corpl. G. H., 3rd Bn. (.'Coldstream 
Gds. 

Yate, Major C. A. L., 2nd Bn. Yorksliire L.T. 
(severely wounded. Died as pri.soner of war). 

Young, Pte. W.. 8th Bn. E. l^anes Regt. 



CHAPTER CLIII. 


THE NAVY’S WORK IN 1916 . 

DisTINCTIVF. FKATrKKS OF THK Sf('ONI) VkaK OF WaK StHATFOV and I’or.K’V OF Tin*: ni*:r>l,T- 
(;fhI‘:nts Navaf ( 'onstritotion Loss of tIif Kino Kdwvhd \’II. 'I'hk AKFTinsA 'I’m-: 
IlAMFsinm-: l^ortD Ktt(‘Hknfii's Death at Ska SriniAitiNi*: W’akfahk (Lokman Tsk of 
Tohfkdo Craft Murder of Caftain Fry att (iuRMAN IIaids in the North Sea Mimtish 
Air Wi^RK 'Fhe liLOi KADE- (Ierman Surm arine Exploits The Mediterranean ( Jam. ipoli 
and Salonika- -I.oss of the Russell Huiajaria 1'a;vpt and Syria — 'I’he Adriatic -The 
ILvltic 'Khe Russian Fleet 'Phe Outer Oceans 'I'he Dresden Campaions aoainst 
(Jerman Colonies - The Royal N’aaa’s Fart in the War. 


T ilp] (lutios imposed upon tli(‘ Allied 
P^leets tluring tlie second year of t]»c‘ 
war were mainly of a defensive 
character. No ajjjgressive enl(*rprises 
of the kind for which Mr. C'hundiill indicated 
that vad. preparations liad hi'en made wen* 
undertaken. Offensive operations, for tlx' 
most part, wen* maintaitu'd t)y torpi'do vess(‘ls 
and aircraft. During the .same period, how(*v(‘r, 
there was continuous manifestation of (he 
influence of s(*a power and of the ul)i(|uity of its 
exercise. The distinctivi* h'atures of naval 
policy wi're compression and containment. 

So far as compression was exerted, tlu^ stran- 
gle. hold of the eomna'icial blockade was drawn 
tighter as restrict ions which had been laid u|>on 
the Admiralty by Ord(*rs in (%)uneil wer** 
n*laxed or withdrawn. 'I'he ])n‘ssun* of (he 
Allied control upon oversea, trattie, as it was 
made more stringently coiiifielling, slowly 
diminished the ('nemy’s power <d’ endurance. 
It was not to be expected that naval compres- 
sion alone would win the war, but, a])art from 
the deprivation of material essential for military 
purposes, the troubles caused by a shortage* of 
fool supplies produced a distinctly oppressive 
<‘tfect on the economic life of the Central 
Powers. 

Similarly, wdiile the Austrian and (k*rman 
fleets were left at liberty to come out of their 
Vol. X.— Part 119. 


strongholds, they wen* strategically contained 
— that is to say, measures were takf'n to fon*e 
th(‘m to fight ^t a disadvantage if th(*y made 
tlx* att(*inpt. When the long-eontimied pas- 
sivity of the High Sea Fleet was temporarily 
exehangt'd on May 111, 101 (>, for “ an c'nterprisi^ 
directed northward," Vice-Admiral Sclx'er’s 
force* was proinjitly brought to au (‘nga.genx>nt 
off f Ix^ .futland Rank in eir(aimstan(*(*s d<*s(Tilx*(f 
in an earlier chapter.* On the second armi- 
vi'rsary of tlx^ British deelarati«)n of war, the 
First Lord of the Admiralty siiid of this battle 
that it would lie an error to suppose that it bad 
changed the situation. What it did was to 
confirm it : 

lli’l’on? .Jilt hind, a-' ultrr it, tlio (ii-rintMi wiis 

iinprisorH'd. Th« hattl** wus an alliMnpt. In Lrnalc tho 
liars and Inirst Mu* ronfininK L luilod, and with 

its* failure tlio IfiLdi Sea KIi>«*I saidc a^aiii into iinpoicnro 

The essence of the naval strategy of the 
Ci'iitral Povv'crs may be descrilied as rrosion, or 
attrition —a wearing away of the naval and 
m(*r(*.ant ill’ n'sountes of the Allies hy sallii's and 
raids. (Jumbined with this policy were exhibi- 
tions of “ frightfulness,” desigiu’d to infhx‘nec’ 
|)uhlie opinion and cause divided eoiinsi'ls. AVil h 
miix* and t()r[)edo endeavours \N(‘re imulc to 
rediUM*, tlx* pn*ponderance of sea fighting 
strengt h possessed by the Alli(‘s, to whittle away 

♦ ( 'haptnr (*XL. 
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THE CAPTURED GERMAN SUBMARINE OF THE MINE-LAYING TYPE— “UC5” 

Alongside Temple Pier, July, 1916. 

T1ic 5 destroyers and subtnariiu's of the Allies 


IlK'ir comiu(‘reial eaiTying gower by tlio 
<lestruction of menthanl. .shipping, and jxeiu'rally 
t/O deprive thorn of th(' advanta^t\s derived frojii 
maritime suj)romae,y. siibmarim* <tam- 

f»aigu against ear^^o and ])asseng(‘r sliips was 
oxlended to neutrals trading with (b*<*at 
Britain, in ordc^r to stir up bad feeling, to 
enlianee the price of foodstuffs and other com- 
inoditi(\s, and to diminish the tomia.g<^ afloat in 
the interc-sts of Germany after tlje nar. All 
the movements of the German Navy may be 
traced to this policy of (U'osion by raid. If tlieir 
st^ameii appeared to bo more daring in the second 
year of war, it was because t.h(‘y Jio])ed, l)y 
offtu’ing their ships as a bait, to entice the 
British Kl<;et into mined areas or over waters in 
which groups of submarines waibnl to torpedo 
tluMu. An example of thest* tactics may be 
found in the action of August 19 in the North 
Sea. Other s{)oradic acts of aggression, such as 
tlK’! Yarnnnith raid of April 25, might raise tlie 
ho}n‘H of the German people, but were not 
att(‘nipts to challenge the sea command, and 
had no effect upon t lie balance of naval strength. 
Moreover, the enemy torpedo craft, although 
they achieved some minor advantages by the 
<^xercis(* of tlu^ strategic element of surprise, 
far frtim having a Tuoiiopoly of sin*****^^; 


also rea])(‘d tb(‘ harvest of th(*ir energy, skill, 
and enterprise in full measure. 

'I’he submarine e.ivmpaign directed ugainst 
the Mercantile Marine liad developments 
whif^h were most mark<‘d during tius later 
months of th(' yc‘ar. Towards the end of 1915, 
the activities of the “ G ’’-boats, foiled in home 
waters by th(‘ resoureefulness and ingenuity 
of tho British seamen, had Ix'cai Iraiisferrc'd to 
the JMedit ciTauean. In t hosi^ wntiTS, altliougli 
the war vesst'ls and iTansjiorts siip])lie(i fmv 
victims, the cargo boats and ])asseiiger shi])s 
suffered eonsidcM’ahly. Measures were taken, 
howev(‘r, to e.ope with tho m^w form of menace, 
and as a consequence by the summcT it liad 
been fairly met. The hostile submarines then 
in use had not a large radius of action, and 
were (rhiefly de])endent n])on local soure( 3 s of 
siip})ly of fuel for their enduring mobility. By 
the i>stablishment of an c^tfeetive control over 
the Greek ports and those on tlie coasts of 
Africa and Asia Minor, the submarines were 
deprived of their bases in the neighbouring 
waters, and their depri'dations were cheeked. 
As, too, the raider was harried himself, he was 
given little time for harrying others. Later 
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intonsiv^e form. Subiriarinos of a lar^jjer olass, 
ill greater numbors, wero let loose to ]>rey upon 
coniineree. Neutrals as wc'll ivs Allii'd ships 
sufftTed impartially. Merchant vesst'ls wi'ii* 
constantly att acked on sight and sunk withoul 
warning, showing how worthli'ss wen' all tlu' 
promises and ]jledgos of tlii' (leriiuin (lev(*rn- 
inont. Outrages on the high seas wi‘r(' con- 
tinued without ri'gard to the promptings of 
law and humanity. A new antidote ha.d to bt‘ 
found. 

As a demonstration of the long range of t he 
new boats and the disregard of the (hu'man 
(lovernment to the protests of the PresidiMit 
of the Unit(*d States, a spc^eial dose of fright- 
fulness was arranged to takc^ place*, and was 
(•arri(*d out with dramatic (‘Ifeet, off the \a.n- 
tucki't. lightship, in the track of v(‘ss(‘ls to and 
from N(‘W York. On October* 8 Conimander 
I bins Hoze, in U 08 Sank six Allii'd and 
lU'utral shijis in the ])n‘S(‘nee of Amenca.n 
(h'stroyers, (‘xplaining that his oi-dcrs \\(Me to 
make an indiscriminate attack upon all vessi'ls 
trading with British poi’ts. Similar dosi's of 
(Jerniau brutality wi'n* a.(hninstei-('(l to Norway, 
Denmark, ami Holland, with tlie ol)jci*t of 
exhibiting tlie ubi()uity and ruthlessness of 
tli(^ '' maih'd list ” in enforcing the ‘'freedom 


of t h(^ seas.” I'he r('pr('ssiv(‘ naaisnres taken 
in narrow' waters at home', and those which 
IumI provc'd ellective in tin* Hast (an Mcahtia* 
rani'an, did not hav'e the sa.na* sia*(*<'ss in cairb- 
ing the <‘fforts of these* lu'w long-rangt* sub- 
marines. It wa.s conelusiveK' show'll, howc*ve*r, 
t flat th(*y could lx* count c*r(*d by merchant men 
carrying guns, and vess(‘ls so a,rm(*d in a, numh(*r 
of (‘iigagements provi-d their ability to drive*, 
off aiul sometimes to account for tlu'ir as- 
sailants. Jn this direction, and a.lso by the* 
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A STORE OF MINES WASHED ASHORE ON THE DUTCH COASP. 

Smaller picture : Launching a German Mine. 
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wider adoption of the system of convoy, relief 
was sought. Tlie danger of this now attempt 
to enfore.o a submarine blockade m^on CIreat 
J3ritain was not under-rated, and the actual 
losses would not have been so serious but for 
the fact that a very largo number of slups 
were required for the service of tlie arm it's. 
Speaking at (Uasgow in September, Mr. Jlalfour 
said that althougli we owned half the mereantih* 
tonnage of tho world, half of tliat lialf was ear- 
marked either for military puposes by ourselves 
or by our Allies for what were practically 
military purposes. The President of the Board 
of Trade, speaking on October 17, in the House 
of Coinmons, said : 

We havo actually lost by enemy action and by marine 
risks no loss than 2,000,000 gross tons of shipping sinro 
tho war bt*gan. 'J’hat is more than (ho whoJo inon otit ilo 
marine t)f Franco, or of Spain, or of Italy hff«>ro the 
war. Is it possible' to lose nil tluit vast amount of 
shipping without its creating, along witlx all the CSovcru- 
inont requirements, a most serious shortage 'i T snp- 
yjoso that comes to pretty nearly 3,000, 000 tons d«*atl 
weight. When you conio to tho Allif'd Hoots, tho sumo 
has happened there. Heavy losses by^ oiicmy' action 
have ponalisctl consumers iu every part of the world. 

In addition to the losses of Britisli and 
Allit'd mercantile shipping, the neutrals tilso 
suffered eonsid('nibly\ (Jnuxt Britain was 
affected in a far greater degree than other 
count rit^s by tlie diminution pf carrying ton- 
nage, because more than half of her food supply 
had to be brought overseti. In tliese eireum- 
stiiiKjes it wtis not surj)rising that The Times 
should stat(\ in a leading article on 2\u\riu- 
ber II, 191(5, that : “ 4'ht? submarine nietiace, 
whicli was ‘ well in hand ’ in August, 1915, is at 
least as serious at this moment as it v^ as in tlie 
worst period of last year.’' 

In all tho theatres of naval war during tht‘ 
year under review there was a certain amount 
of desultory fighting aial cross-raiding, prin- 
cipally ex(?cutcd by small craft. Bombard- 
ments of the enemy’s coast ports, and loral 
offensive operations for the support of military 
movements were also duties which f<41 to the* 
Navy in its role of auxiliary weapon in c*oii- 
junction with the land forces. Tliis most 
useful and arduous work w'as c*arric*d out liolh 
by ships and by aircraft, and, although tlic*si* 
enterprises were not productive of de'cisi\c‘ 
results, thcar importance from the point of \ iew 
of the Allied commanders should not be uiuler- 
estimated. The sitiiation in the soutlurn 
portion of the North Sea, where tho Germans 
made Zeebrugge a jDrotectod base for sub- 
marines and destroyers, was typical of that 
which obtained both in tho higher Adriatic 


and in parts of the Baltie. In favouring eir- 
cumstances tlu' torpi'do craft on botli sides 
made sallies, and neithiM’ maintained an 

undisputed eomnuind of (‘oimnunieat itins. '^fliis 
state ol affairs, liowexer, was (‘onlined to 
strictly' localized art'as, and in no si‘nse eon- 
llioted with that larger (‘ontrol <‘xercised by' 
the superior Fleet. Tlie mastc'ry' of tin* seas 
reinaiiu'd uneliallenged, und tlu* trndi* routes 
practically free' of iut('rfen*ne(* for tiu' transport 
<»f armies and their supply and reinforeiqnent 
xvitli vast quantities of munitions both our 
own troiqis and tliosi' of our Allic‘s. Tlie im- 
munity of onr shores from invasion was also 
giiaraiit('(‘d. Tims tin* supremacy' of tin* Allii'd 
Fleets sup|)lied a dominant factor in all tlie land 
fighting, and formed the basis of twery ortensixe 
operation. 

There were many indications during tin* year 
that- the naval ynirds and (‘iiginec'ring estah- 
lislinients in Germany were being utilist'd to 
their fulb'st extiait and eajiaeit v. ( ‘onstruct i v<‘ 
effort, as far as it. was rt'vealed, was in a largi* 
measure coneiait rated upon tlie product ion of 
torpedo craft, ])rin(*ipally submarines. It was 
announced, Jiow’(‘ver, t liat two battle-cruisers 
had lieiMi launeli(‘d. and one battleship, the 
W'illielm 11., was miaitioned as haxiiig been 
commissioned. It may be assumed that all 
tin* Jieavic'r vt'ssels w’lii(*h were in hand at tla^ 
beginning of tlie war wor(‘ eomjihHc'd during 
19 It). 4^he later d<‘stroyers, which appeared 
in sevt‘ral engagements during tlie year. wen‘ 
inucli heavier and faster than tlieir pr(‘de(u*s- 
sors, and carried a more formidable armanu'iit 
of anlomatie l-in. guns. 'IMie suhmariiw'S, 
as has ]>een said, had a. larger ratige of action, 
greater spe(‘d on tlu' surface, and earriisl h(*a\ it‘r 
guns than those of earlier types. But. as Mr. 
Churchill said in tlio vomontniffuv issued by the 
Admiralty, th€^ Battl<‘ of .hit land showed there 
wert‘ n<^ surprises. 'Flie eviaits of thc! war, 
iii<U*ed, w’ei*(‘ of a nature to stixaigtlien opinion 
in regard to tlie typi's (►f ships and weapons 
which had previously been regarded as ess(‘n- 
tial to the (‘fllicieiH'V of naval organisation. 

Tla? iiavit's of the Allies, without exei'ption, 
xvere largidy iiK*n*a^c‘d both in (juantity and 
quality' during 191(). The Petit Porisien was 
])c*rmitted to stati* on August 25, 191(5, that 
France had not only kept her Fk'ct intact hut 
had incri'ased it by several frc.sh units, all 
p^irfectly traini'd. 'I’liis journal said : 

'I’ho French have only lost the old h.ittlcsliip Hoavot, 
which w'as of no military value. Thc Joan i5art, which 
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V tis torpedoed at CaHaro, was speedily and carefully 
repaired. The Fleet has been enriched by the addition 
of five now Dread nonglil s, tlio France, I^ans, 13rotagno, 
l-«orraino, and Provence — ships of 23.540 tons, with 
ten 13‘6-in. guns. With the .lean Bart, tho Courbet, 
six battleships of the Dariton class, and five of tho 
^’6^it6 and Putrie classes, this raakos a very powerful 
naval force. 

Similarly, Adminil Akiytuna, of tho Imporial 
Japtinoso Navy, wlio was tho Chief of tho 
Ja})aneso Mission to Kuropo, was allowed to 
stale., on liis arrival in Paris in July, 1916, 
that at tJio tinu' (jf his visit to the Kussian F'loot 
he was siir{)riscd to see tho considera})le pro- 
gress which liad been inadt^ in one* year. Russia, 
he siiid, liad constructed ships of all sorts, and 
he. could state that her Fleet “ had been 
dou])led.*’ Three of the four battle-cruisers of 
the J2, 200-ton class — the Navarin, Rorodino, 
fsinail arul Kinbiirn — were' said to have joined 
the Raltic Fleet during tlio previous four 
months, Tri regard to our own F'loet, Mr. 
Ralfonr, in his Fstiinatc's speech on Maroli 7, 
1916, said that tho Navy had been enormously 
expanded since the outbreak of hostilities. 
'rii<5 personnel for tlio Navy had, broadly 
speaking, doubled since t-lie war began. In tho 
Navy pjstimates for 1914 tho number of men 
voted was af)Out 140,000 with res(u*ves. In- 
cluding the Royal Naval Division, it stood at 


the time Mr. Balfour spoke at about 300,000, 
and jjower had been takoni to raise it to 350,000. 
Tie also said that as regards tho toiuiage fif 
the Navy, including auxiliary cruisers and all 
ships under the white ensign actually used as 
ships of war, the incr<.^ase was well o\ er 
1,000,000 tons since host ilities began. Sj)eaking 
again, at Glasgow, on Septemb<‘r 6, 19l(>. .Mr. 
Balfour said : 

Wo fitarted the war more powerful llinn nny uf oiir 
enemies * indeed, more j)Owerrnl tbaii all nitr eiu'n.ie-, 
eombinetl. Sint’C the wnr broke oiil Ibe has ik>( 

iiiily increased absolnlcly in number, in ptnver, end in 
eHifioney, I>iit, to the b»*sl of my belii'f, as comf);iit.tl 
with the eajiital ship^^ ol our oj)ponents, II bu.*-* increa^eil 
rolativc'ly also. It we wore in capital sliip-; at 

tho bcigintiing of the war, wo are yet strongcT and 
in regard to eniiser.s and destroy<‘rs there is absolulelv 
no comparison bedwoen our idrengtb at that time* and 
our strength now. So far as my knoulculgo goc*-., ibcji- 
is no part of onr nax aJ .^trengJh in W'hicli we hax e taa 
got at this moment a grtaiter snpjjly, and in }^omo de)»aii 
ments an incoin[)arably greater s\giply, than we laid 
on August 4, 11J14. 

The prospect of the sea war undoubt<‘dly 
underwent a chtiiigo in 1916, and the policy of 
the Admiralty was not unclial longed. But so 
far as tlte Service afloat was coitcerned, it con- 
tinued with unabated skill iuid spirit to fulfil 
its task, novel in character though tliis Mas, 
and iinex'am[>led in inagniti de 



INSPECTION OF LIFE-SAVING COLLARS 
On a Hospital Ship in the North of France. 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


n 



IN A BRITISH SUBMARINK. 

An officer of a submerj^ed submarine scanninji the surface of the sea through a periscope. 


The year 1016 oporird soniowluit iiians- 
f)ici()iisly for tli(' Grand Fleot by tho loss of one 
of its famous battleships, tho Kin^ Edward VTI., 
which tlie Admiralty announced on .January 0 
had struck a mine and sunk. Owin^ to the 
lioavy sea running at (ho time th(‘ vessel had 
to be abandoned, and foundered sof)n after the 
c ew liad been taken off, (he only casuallios 
being three men injured. The d(?striiction of 
this fine shi]), which had had her first keel- 
plate laid by King Edward himself in 1902, 


and had been launched in the following year 
by Queen Mary, tlien Princess of Wales, (ram(‘ 
as ii fr)rcible nuninder that the German war of 
attrition by mine and submarine woulfl b(? 
systematically pursued into f,h(^ third year of 
the war. As th(^ year advanc('d it became ck*ar 
that there was practically no ]iort-ion of the 
.seas around the Pritish Isles and in the Medi- 
terranean where mines litnl not bcH*n stnavn 
through th(‘ agency of su})marin(is. 'Jh<^ (;m- 
])loyincnt of “ U ” boats in this direction 
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naturally complicated the problem of dealing 
with what Mr. Asquith once called “ the 
murderous menace of tlie mine,” and the sea- 
men again found tliemselves thrown back uj3on 
their own resourcefulness to defeat this new 
development of the enemy. As regards the 
destruction of the King Kdward VII., the 
(lermans claimed that this was brought about 
by a mine dropped by the armed raidt^r Mdwe, 
wliieh was stated to liav’e laid these machines 
at several ])oin(s off th(; British coast. 

Little more than a month lattT another ship 
well known to the public, the light cruiser 
Arethusa, Hying the broad pennant of Com- 
modore 'I’yr whit t, also fell a victim to the mine. 
Ht^r loss was oilicially announced on Febru- 
ary 14. It occurred off the Fast Coast, and 
about ten mt^n lost their lives. The month of 
March also brought its toll of mine victims. 
On the? loth the Admiralty stat(‘d that the 
destroyer (^)([uette, Lieutenant Vere Se'ymour, 
R.N.H., in cornnianfl, and torpedo boat No. 11, 
commanded by Lieutenant John A. P. Lc'gh, 
had been struck off the lOast Coast and laid 
sunk. Lieutenant !S(‘ymour and 21 of his men 
were lost from the C'oquette, and, although 
Lieutenant Legh was saved from the tor[)edo 
boat, three other oOicers and 20 men wito 
kill(‘d or drowjU‘d in that vessel. On March 12 
the mercantile fh'ct auxiliary Fa.u\elte, com- 
mand(‘d by Lieut('nant -Comma.nd(‘r Ih'iiry J. T. 
Wilson, K.N.IL, was also destroyed by a mine 
off the Fast (.‘oast, taking down with her two 
ollicers and 12 men. {She was formerly in the 
service of the (Jeiu'ral Steam Navigation (knri- 
pany. 

That the effect of this wliolesale scattering 
of mines — serious though it undoubtedly was — 
did not con^e up to German expectations was 
indicated by the c?xagg('rated reports of losses 
in the German Press. ’^Phus on April 3 the 
Secretary of the Admiralty found it necessary 
to deny a statement in the German Wireless 
Press of that day, circulated on the authority 
of the Cologne Uazeltey that a British cruiser of 
the “County” class, a])parently the Donegal, 
had struck a mine and sunk in the middle of 
February. There was no truth whatever, 
decltired the Admiralty, in this assc'rtion. 

The next casualty of the mines was to bo 
deplored the whole world over, for it involved 
the death of the distinguished soldier who htid 
held since the confli(?t began tho post of Secre- 
tai’y of State for War. At 7.30 p.m., cn the 
night of June 5, the armoiu'cd cruiser Hamp- 
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shiro, Captain H. J. Savill, was proceeding 
along tho west coast of the Orkneys on lier 
way to Russia, wtiich country Lord Kitclu^ner 
and his staff were about to visit on an otlieial 
mission. The party included Lieutenant- 
Colonel C. A. FitzCerald, Lord Kitcheiu^r’s 
Personal Military Secretary; Brigadier-( ieneral 
W. Ellershaw, R.A., an oflicer who had dis- 
tinguished himself in France in the first nionlhs 
of war and had subsequently been euqdoyed on 
si>ccial duties at the War Ofiice ; l^Ir. H. J. 
O’l^eime, of the Diplomatic {Service, formerly 
Counsellor of Embassy in Petrograd and for a 
bri(‘f period in 1915 Minister at Sofia ; and Sir 
H. F. Donaldson and Mr. L. S. Kobertsfin, of 
the Ministry of Munitions. Tliey had bade 
faix'well but a short time before to Admiral Sir 
John Jellicoe on the deck of his fiagsliip, th(' 
Iron Duke, which, with the rest of the Meet, 
Inul ret urned to her base only three days b('fore 
from the naval batth^ off Jutland. About 
7.15 p.m. tho Hainjishire struck a mine, and 
Ijegan to settle by the bows, heeling over to 
starboard. It was at once evident that the 
cruiser was vitally injured, and Captain Savill 
ordered all hands to go to their established 
stations for abandoning ship. Some of the 
hatch(‘s were opened, for, owing to the very 
iiea.vy gale which was blowing, with larg<‘ s(‘as 
])r(‘a.king over the shi]), it had be(‘n n<‘(‘<'s.sarv 
for lier to be partially battened (hnvn, and th(‘ 
ship’s company went quickly to th(‘ir stations. 
I^JTorts w('re made, but wit liout. succ(‘ss, to fitwc'i* 
Siam' of tho boats, one of them being broken in 
half during the process, a.nd the ocen|)a.nls 
thronn into the water. It was unfortunate that 
two (h'stroyc'i's which had been dt'lailt'd to 
accompany the Hampshire had left her n<‘arly 
an hour before. Captain Savill being com])<‘lU‘<l 
to detach them about 7 p.m. on account of the 
very heavy seas. By 8 o’cloedv, or within lo 
minutes of striking the mine, tlie Hampshin* 
went down. Immediately on the reet'ipt of the 
iK'ws by the naval authorities, ch^sl rovers and 
]>atrol boats were despatched to the scene, and 
search parties in motor cars wen* sent to work 
along the coast. In spite of all the ni<*asures 
taken, however. Sir John Jellicoe had to report, 
witli deep regret tliat the only survivors were 
one warrant oflieer and eleven men, who wore 
washed ashore on a raft. These twelve men 
w’tTe all examined at the official inquiry. It w as 
subsequently announced that Lord Kitehen(‘r 
did not leave the ship. He was last s(*en on the 
quarter-deck, talking to tw'O of his ofiicers, 



CAPTAIN CHARI.KS FRYATT. 
Commanded the Brussels.” He was alleifed by the 
C^ermans to have made an attempt on March 28, 1915, 
to ram the * ■ lf33.” He was broufflit before a 
(Jermun Court-martial, condemned todeath, and shot. 

and calmly awaiting the preparat ions for 
abandoning ship. The Admirah-y stated, on 
tho conclusion of tho iu((uirv, that, “as fho 
mc'ij won* moving up one of I1 h‘ luiteliways to 
their stations, j^ord Kittthenei’, a.ecompani(‘d 
h^' a nav^•l.l otfie(*r, appt'ared. "I’lie latter called 
out, ‘Miike way for Lord KitclunwT,’ and 
th<\y both wTiit up on to the rjuartcM’-dc't'k, and 
suhs(*quently four military officers were sr*e!i 
oil the quart(‘r-deck walking alt on the port 
side. J'lie eaj)tain cjilled out for Loi’d Kitciiener 
to come up to tlie fore bridge* i»(‘ar wh(‘re tho 
ea[)tain’s boat was lioisti'd ; lu' wa-s also lanird 
calling for i.iord KitehencM’ to get into tho 
boat, Init no one: is able to say whether Lord 
Kitchf'iier got- into tlai boat or not, nor wlait 
oeenrred to this boat, nor did anyone se‘e any 
of the bejats gt't clear of the. ship.” lbr(*(i 
rafts, e'aeh with about fifty to st*venty men, 
got clear of the. Hampshire', hot. from tho 
e'xhaustiun, exposure, and cold, those* on hoard 
tlie'in gradually dre)ppe‘d e)rf en* died. hrom one 
raft, with over seventy on it, e)nly six sur- 
vived. Some of the crew evidently ])erished in 
trying lo land on the rocky ceiast of the Ork- 
neys after their long exposure ; se)rne even 
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died after landing. In forwarding the inquiry 
report, Sir »John Jellicoo said: “I cannot 
adequately express the sorrow felt by me per- 
sonally and by the ofTicers and men of the 
Grand Fleet generally at the fact tliat so dis- 
tinguished a soldier and so great a man should 
have lost his life whilst umler the car© of the 
Fleet.” 

The employment of submarines to lay mines 
r<*eeived confirniation and illustration when 
one- of the actual boats used by the. Germans, 
UO 5, was captured off the Fast Coast in April, 
1010. Tho occurrence was announced by the 
Aclmiralty on April 28, when it was stated that 
t he boat had been sunk on the previous day, 
and that one officer and 17 men of her crew, on 
siiiTondering, wore mafle prisoners. Later, th(^ 
v^essel was salved and brought into Sheerness 
Dockyard, where a party of journalists wore 
allowed to inspect her on July 20. She proved 
to be of a small size, only 110 ft. long, with a 
diameter at the widest part of nearly 10 ft. 
The <lraught of water, when rimning awash, 
A\as about 9 ft. 10 in., and the jneasurement. 
from the keel to tho top of tho conning tower 
was abcnit 20 ft. On the surface the boat had 
a displacement of 190 tons, and submerged of 
210 tons. In the after part ^ore tho two- 
cylinder Diesel engines for surface propulsion, 
giving the submarine a speed of about six 
knots ; the electric motors . for under- water 


propulsion being placed just before them. The 
quarters for the crow were very cramped, as 
about one-third of the entire hull space wtis 
needed for tho mines, of which 12 were carried, 
a full cargo being found when the boat was 
captured. The mines were spherical in shape, 
and with the sinking apparatus weighed about 
16 cwt. each, tho charge consisting of 280 11)S. 
of trinitrotoluene. Boats of this character 
could, of course, be e-asily multiplied, the 
various parts being manufactured at engineer- 
ing w’orks inland and sent to a port, like Ant- 
werp, to be fitted togctlier. Tho large number 
of mines laid in tlio soutliern area of the North 
8ea must have been strewn by them. UC 5, 
for instance, was reported to have made 
twenty trips before being captured. 

From July 20 to August 15 the boat w^as open 
to public view off tho Temple Pior, London, and 
302,900 people passt^d through tho turnstile 
to get a close view of her. A small charge 
was made in aid of naval charities, and the 
total receipts were £3,660 15s. 7d. 

On July 11, three British arnu^d trawlers 
wore sunk after an action with German sub- 
marines. The former vessels w^ore on patrol 
duty, off tlie Scottish coast, and although they 
put up a gallant figlit with tho “ U ” -boats, 
tho heavier guns in tho latter overpowered 
them. As soon as one of tho trawlers was seen 
to be on fire and sinking, tho other two on- 
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IN TUB NORTH SEA. 

A British torpedo-boat (in foreground) comes to the rescue of the crew of a schooner. 


dcavoTirod to re tiro, but tlie submarines 
pursued them, concentrating their fire first 
on one boat and then on the other, until they 
were all sunk. It was reported unofficially 
that the trawlers wore called the Onward, 
h>a, and Nellie Nutton, of which the first - 
named went down with all her crew. In the 
London Gazette^ on October 25, Skipper Charles 
Angus, K.N.R., was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross in recognition of his cond\ict 
in an engagement with enemy submarines on 
July 11, 1916, and of the skilful and seamanlike 
manner in which he manoeuvred his vessel when 
1^1 10 was disabled by gunfire, thereby saving 
practically the whole of his ship’s company.” 

The now class of mine-swccjjing sloops ]iro- 
vided another victim to the ” U ’’-boate. On 
-Inly 4 , it had been claimed in a German 
f'ommuniqui that one of the submarines had 
sunk on that day “ an enemy submarine- 
destroyer in the southern part of the North 
Sea,” but the British Admiralty declared that 
it was a mine-sweeping vessel which was hit 
by the torpedo fired from the submarine, and 
although slightly damaged, the vessel was 
able to return safely to harbour. On October 23, 
however, the mine -sweeping sloop Genista, 


Lieutenant -Commander John White, was tor- 
pedoe<l and sunk. All her utlic ers and 73 m«*ii 
were lost, only 12 men being saved. When 
last seen, added the official announcement, iho 
shii> was .sinking, but was still engaged with tlio 
enemy submarine. 

Another useful craft lost in the war of 
attrition was the destroyer Lassoo, wJiicIi 
foundered off the Dutch coast ou August 13 
after being idther torpediied or minecl. Six 
of her crew w'cre niissing, including Sub- 
Lieiitenant H. O’B. Thornhill, H.N., and two 
of the engine-room staH, one of whom was 
Engineer-Lioutenant-Commander Arthur Rice, 
wwe wounded. Some wreckage from the 
destroyer, among whicii won' two of h*'r 
boats, was taken into Ymuidt'ii by Dutch 
torpedo boats. Tho German submarines scored 
again on August 24, when one of tla^n tor- 
pedoed and sank tho armed boarding steamer 
Duke of Albany, (^ominand(T George N. 
Rarnago, R.N.R. Tlii.s vos-sol, formerly in tho 
railway steamer service of tho Lancashire ami 
Yorkshire and tho North VVostorri Companies, 
took down with her tho commander, Engineer- 
Lieutenant A. G. G. Maskoll, and 22 men ; 
but eleven ofTiccrs and 76 men were .saved. 
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THE GERMAN BOMBARDMENT OF I.OWESTOFT, APRIL 25, 1916. 

A damaged house. 


Thoro was anot her j)ha.-o the war of tho Ara])is, two olhor oflicers, ami 21 men. Our 

attrition wln’eli was more ])rorioun(‘ed in 1010 forces suffered no damage and no losses.” 

than it had b(‘eii in the two ])re\iouB years. The only information issued by tbo Drilislj 

This was the use of torpedo craft in night raids Achniralty was by way of corn'd ion of the 

by tlie (Hermans. Jt coineided witli, as it was German version, the “ eruis('rs ” mentioned in 

largely d('])eiid(‘nt upon, the ris(' of Zeel>rugge wliieh were stated to bo four mine-sweeping 

as. a naval l)ase, and although it a.i*hieved very vessels, three of which liad ndurned safely, 

little practical result, may luive had a value in The doctor of the Arabis, Surgeon-Probationer 

tlie eyes of the German Adniiralty Staff as a Jolui Hughes, R.N.\\P., was among those 

means of ket'ping alive the offensive. s))irit picked up by the GaTinans, but lie died from 

among the personnel, and of impressing neutrals exposure, ti-nd was buried with military honours 

with the dexterity f>f German seamen. The in the Naval Garrison Cemetery at Wilhelms- 

first notable incident in tliis connect ion w’as haven on February 2I^». 

the destruction of the Arabis, a \ess(‘l of a new In the we('k before the sinking of the Arabis, 

class of mine-sw(H‘ping slonjis airt'ady ref< rrc'd the significant discovery was made that a 

to. In com[>any w it h t hree otliers of her class, flotilla of German torpedo craft had been 

thc^ Arabis was on })atrol tlut y on tlie night of ojx'rat ing within 70 miles of the coast of 

February 10. in the neighbourhood of the Kssex w ith ajipiarent immunity. On February 2 

Dogger Hank, when a flotilla of new and well- the Diitchdank stt'amer Artemis was stop])cd 

armed German destro\ (*rs came on tluj scene shortly after midnight by four CJemian torpedo 

at high speed. H^he Ik'rliu ofliieial ac(*<mnt said boats, about four miles from the North Hinder 

that “ during an advance' of our torpedo boats. lightship. Her master was ordered by the 

our boats met on th(' Dogger Hank, some ( Jermans to proc<*ed at full speed for one hour. 

120 miles east of thf' Hritisli coast, sev(*ral in a direction south by east, and then to drop 

Hritish cruisers, which at oikm' fled. Our anchor. Arriving there, the Artemis was held 

)>oats ])iirsued them, sank tlie new' cruiser up by two other torpedo boats, and ordered to 

Arabis, and hit a second cruiser with a torpedo. proceed to Zeebrugge, her request for a pilot 

C ur torpedo boats rescued tlie coniinander of being refused. The captain of the Artemis W'as 
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tlien informod that. ha\ ing disoljeyed orders. 
liLs ship would be torpedoed within tiv<‘ minutes. 
Within this lime, and before the l(»weri?ig of 
the boiit.s was completed, a torpedo was tin'd 
and liit the \'essel, which listc'd heaxily, a.iid 
the torpedo craft made olT. After .‘^ptMidiiig 
the rest of the night in their boats, the men 
of the Artemis returned to the steann'r, as ,x|if 
was still afloat, and on the afternoon of the 
next, day were able to bring her to Rotterdam. 
This high-handed proceeding towards a. neulral 
trading vessel proved to be th(‘ foi*erimner of 
many outrages eomnutted by tht‘ (Jerman 
submarines against Dutch ships, but a.-i far a-^ 
published information show<‘d, th<‘ tor|)«‘do 
boats did not repeat their raid into tlie Xorlli 
Sea for some months, al least not witli a 
siiceessful result, 'J’'la‘ir next coup o<‘eurred 
on June 2t, when tlie (Jreat Ka.stern Railwa\ 
steamer Brussels was captured liy (h.-^t ro\(‘rs- 
and ttd«*n into Zeebrugee. Tt was a.t :t a.m. 
on tho 24t.h that some tw<‘l\-e destroyers ('^une 
up on either side of tlif‘ Rnissels. Arme<l 
parties immediately boarded tlu' steamer, one 
surrounding th(' ofTiceiv on the d(*ck, anotlaa* 


proceeding to the cabins, a third to the engine- 
room, and so on. J’hirty esea])ed Russian 
|)ri.soners were rouLrlily hustled on board one of 
the destroyers, and the shij) was then headed 
for Ostend, where tiu' (h'rmans ma.de a trium- 
pha.l t'litrN'. Tlience the Rrussels was taken to 
Zeebrugijr*' and unloa.d<'d, the ))asseng<'rs and 
crew being sent to Rruges. Xext day, tlio 
women a’ld ehildrc'u wi're allowed I to leturn 
home. 

'riierc* was n Ju»rribl<* stHjuel to the falling into 
(ierman hands of tliis st<'amer and her crew. 

( a})tain (’hai'Ies jM's att , lu'r master, ha.d beeonu* 
known tor Jus coolness and t*oiira.gt‘ in tJu^ fa.e<* 
ot the op(M’at ion.-' of enemy su}>ma.rini‘s. On 
one occasion especia,lly, sonu' lifteiai montiis 
}»(‘lor(\ Ih' had sa\ed the \essi‘I and the lives 
ot her pa^siaiger- a!id I'rew b\' skilfullv avoiding 
an atta.ck, and in n‘cognitif>n of his <*ooln(‘ss 
and judguumt the .Admiralty naide him a 
presimtat ion. On .Fuly 27, tliis gallant and 
ca.pabk‘ s(‘aman was brought before a. court- 
martial at l{i*ugt‘s, a.nd comkamu'd to death 
“ beca.us<‘, although la^ was not a. member of a. 
combatant force. h<‘ made a.n attempt on the 
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aftomouii of March 28, 1015, to ram the German 
submarine U 33 near the Maas liglitshif). The 
aecusod,” continued tlie German official account, 
as well as the first officer and the chief onginoer 
of the steamer, received at the time from tlu' 
British Admiralty a gold watch as a rewartl 
for Ins lirave conduct on that occasion, and his 
aefion was mentioned with praise in the l^ou^e 
of Commons.” The sentc'iiee being eonfirnu‘d. 
Captain Fryatt was shot the same afternoon, 
and the German statement concluded : “ One 
of the many nefarious francHreur procec'dings 
of th<? British merchant marine against our war 
vessels lias thus found a belated but merited 
expiation.” Since the execution of Miss Cavell, 
nothing had ocemred to stir the indignation 
of the civilized world so much as this “ atrocious 
crime against the law of nations and the usag<‘s 
<^if war.” as Mr. Ascpiith described it in the 
House of Commons. ‘'His Majesty's Govern- 
iiK'iit,” said the l*reniic‘r. “ de.'-iro to n‘pea1 
oinphatically tliat they are resolved tliat su<‘h 
crimes shall not, if they can help it, go un 
punished. \Vhen the time arrives they are 
dett'rmincd to bring to ju.stic(5 fhe criminals, 
whoever they may be. and \Nhaf(‘\<*r their 
station. In such eas(‘s as this the niiiii who 
authorises tlu* system under w hich such crimes 
are committed may well ):>e the most guilty of 
all. The question of what immediate action 
should bo taken is engaging the earnest con- 
sideration of the Government.” Mr. Asquith 
added that tho Government would certainlN 
con.sidcr the claims of Captain Fryatt's \\ido\\ 
and seven children to some, recognition at tho 
liamls of the nation 

In otlu^r enterprises into the Noitli Sea., tic- 
(ijerman destroyens captured tlio steamer 
l^^stris on July 5 ; and the ( ‘olchestcr on 
Si'ptcmber 21. On the niglit of October 2h, 
however, they attempted the most darling 
\enture of any when the,>^ raidtnl the (^ro^s- 
t^hannel transport service. It was a very dark 
night, and slipping down the Ih^Igian coast 
from Zeebrugge, they pushed tliroiigli the J3o\er 
Straits to the line from Folkestone to Boulogne. 
Six drifters which were on guard in the ('hannel 
were surprised and quickly sunk, and the enem^y 
boats, ten in number of the? lare.st type, and 
commanded by Captain Micdielscii, tlien at 
tacked and overwhelmed the destroyer Flirt, 
Lieutenant It. P, Kollett, a small boat <jf only 
380 tons, armed with one 12*pound€?r and five 
f»-p<Mindor guns, and launched in 1897. l'h«\v 


also met. nt'ar the Wirin' lightship, according to 
the German official report, a number of hospital 
Shi, )s, and finally oNcrhaulrd the mail steamer 
Qui'cn, which was sunk afb'r her c-rew luid been 
given tiin<* to k'ave. 'rh<‘ tlt'stroycr Nuhiaii, 
('oniinaiuler ^lontagvn* Bernard, belonging to 
the force which tried to interee|>t the raidia-s, 
got int<» touch with tfic enem\ , hut was disabled 
by a l-orpt'tlo and taken in |o\>, and owing to 
the bad wt'athcr the tow' ,)ai*ted. tin* \nss(‘l 
going aground. In returning, two of tin* encin\' 
destroyers wore believed to have Ixvn destn)yed 
striking mini's. There was a large (‘lenn'iit 
of luck for both sidi's in this affair, tJu'n'forc, 
for it would have been more s<*rioiis iiad the 
German ilotilla encountered .some li)ailcd 
transports and sunk them, and on tin* other 
hand surf)riso was cxpn'sscd tliat tin' raidi'is 
did not |>ay more licavily fer tln ir Icnn'rilv. 

Up to this time, thi' ero-«s-clia.nncl trallic laid 
experii'iiccd eompli'te immunity' from attack 
hy above-water vessels. In lus despatch datrd 
May 29, 191(),. \hce- Admiral Sir H'.'ginald Bacon, 
commanding the Hover Patrol, was aht* to 
show’ tliat over 21,000 merchant slii,>s, apart, 
from mcii-of-war and auxiliaries, had fia^scd 
througli the Patrol in tho previous six months, 
of which only#21 had been lost, or seriousl\ 
damaged b\* the enemy, or li'ss than one jn*r 
fhou.sand. To effect t liis si'curit^-, o\ er four 
per cent, of the patrol vessels wen* sunk and 
the lives of 77 oflieer'^ and men lost lo the 
nation. As ngards the work of the Patrol 
i.i firotecting tin* Hank of all tin* sea t.raiisjnirt 
t<> and from tin* Army in France, so thoroughly 
li.id this lircu pi*rf()rnn“d that not one single 
life had bin'll lost ihiring fin* sea jiassagi*. 'The 
Admiral also recorded that tin* work of the 
Destroyer Flotilla tliroughouf the winter had 
been incessant and arduous, and thoroughly 
well carried out. Among the losses iin-urrdd 
was that of the Viking, a destroyer of the 
Ti’ihiil class, built in 1910, wh eh was sunk whilst 
convoying a trooper across the Ghamnl. pre- 
suniahly by a mine, on .January 29, 1919. 
('oinmandi*!' 1’. ( '. !f. W'illiains w'eiif down with 
his ship. Allot Jii-r destnn er lost in the cross- 
channi'l service* during the year was the F.di'ii, 
of the liiviir class, which the. Admiralty 
announced on .June 1 7 had su.ik tho night Jjeforc 
after a collision. Her commanding oflicer. 
Lieutenant Alastair C. N. Farquhar, was aKso 
lost with his boat, and about lialf the crew. 

Only on two occasions during tho period under 
survey (apart from the movoinent which led 
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CAPT4IN PAUL kSnIG 
The German Commander of the under-waler 
liner Deutschland.” 

<o Mio batth* off .Tutlancl Bank) did tlio larger 
eessc'ls of the German Navy put in a genuine 
ap[):‘arane(' in the North Sea. Tlie qualifying 
adjective is necessary hecaus<* the German 
Admiralty Statt’ condantly n^ported opiu’ations 
by th(ur “High Sea forces,” but wliat tlu'y 
tliought fit to call an “ advance ” or a “ search ” 
was in r('ality nothing more than a tactical 
movement within easy reach of the prob'ctc'd 
waU'rs of the Heligoland Bight, with aircraft 
aloft to give timely warning of the enemy. 
On April 25, how('ver, to synchronise with the 
reb(dlious movement in Ireland, the t^erman 
battle-cruiser squadron (Mime out for a cruise, 
for the first time sinct' the drubliing it had 
received fiftecm montlis earlier at the hands of 
Sir David Beatty off the Dogger Ibxnk. Accom- 
panied by light cruist‘r< and destroyers, it 
apptMired off r..o\\ estoft- and (ireat Vnrmouth 
about 4.50 a.m., and bomlmrdc'd tliese jdaces 
for twenty minutes, wlien it headtHi for home at 
full spc'ed. It was engagt'd by the local naval 
forces, of whicdi tuo British light cruisers and 


a destroyer W(*r(‘ hit, but not sunk. The 
Germans claimed, however, that the light 
eruis(‘r I\'n(4o];)e was damaged beyond rej^air, 
and that a destroyer and two ])atrol boats were 
Slink, oiu* of the last-named being the trawler 
King St(*j)hen, which a few weeks earlier had 
.se(»n the Zepp(4in “ L. 10 ” in a sinking con- 
dition in the North Sea, but had refusc'd to 
take off her men, as they outnumben'd lur own 
crew and could liavo overpow('r(*d tliom. 
After the raid, .Mr. Balfour rc'etuved a deputa- 
tion from tli(‘ towns whicli liad be(‘n shelled, 
and outlined to the local Mayors now disposi- 
tions and accessions in our maritime position 
wliich cna)>l(‘d us “ to bring important forces 
to the south witlioiit in the least imp(‘rilling 
our naval preponderance elsewlicre.” 44ie 
First Lord also rcTern'd to subinariiios and 
monitors, which ^formed no portion of tlic 
Grand Fleet , and which wc're then “ availahlc' 
in growing numbers for coast defence.” 

The second occasion of activity on th(^ ])art. 
of the High Sc^a Fl(‘(‘t was on August 10, or 
about eleven wet'ks after Admiral Schcor’s 
squadrons had bei'ii put to flight off Jutland. 
They eanu' out this time with considerable 
caution, and IcMiriung from l]i«‘ir scouts that 
th<‘ British forces ven* pr(‘S(‘nt in force, tlioy 
avoidc'd an engagcMiK'ut, and returned to port. 
In searching for th(‘ enemy, tl»(‘ British light 
eruisi.T ser<*eii lost two vess(‘ls of th(^ “Gity 
class, tlio Nottingham, (^aptain B. Miller, 
and l^^ilmouth, Gaptaiii J. D. Fdwards, both 
by sul)mariue attack. All tlie oHiet^rs of thci 
former w(*re sa\'ed, but ‘IS of Hie <*r<^w were 
missing; of tli<' Falmouth, all the oHicMM’s and 
men were sav(Ml, hut oik* leading stok(‘r dicHl of 
injuries. The Jh'itish claimed that one enom>’ 
submarine was d(>stroyiHl and another rammed 
find ]:)ossi}>J y sunk. 

AnotliiM’ injury inflicted on the (k'rmans, 
wliich later nqiorts sliowed, however, was not 
decisive, gave gri^at pleasure at the time. 
This was tlie torpc'doing of the Dreadnought 
battleshij) Westfakm by submarine F. 25, 
Ideutenani-t.'ommjinder Koln^rt K. Tnrnc'r. 
One toiquHlo liit the German sliip, and later 
on, while she was being escorted by five do 
stroyen’s back to harbour in a damaged condi- 
tion, she was again attacked with a second 
torpedo, which was belii^M^d to have struck. 
The Germans, in a report- on August 25, 
declanMl that the ship rea(*4ied port safely, 
and would soon be repaired, the second 
torpedo having missed. On October 25, 
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Lieutenant -C<)iniiiand(‘r Turner was awardetl 
the D.S.O. 

TJiis cruise of Aut^ust 10 iiii^^lit b;' etuisitU^rcd 
as a development of Die attrition polic\ , wbicli, 
as lias been shown, was no inniu* successful 
in 1 9 Hi than it liad tieen ('arJit'r. A vim'v 
effectives elieelv upon one source' of tJie' e ne'inv’s 
pe)wer to conduct such a war e>f attrition wa.'^ 
jirovided by tlio work ejf the? Hriti^li seiuaelrem 
eiff the} Be^lgian ee)ast, which w^as well nia.in- 
tained. X’^ice^-Aehniral Bae'eui saiel in liis de* 
spat ell e)f iMay 29, 1910: 

CtTfniii cpjxa'tunilie's have nri<(‘ii of b(jinl)arilmj 4 tla* 
i'lK'iiiy’s positions in Jicl^iinn. On these oc«'a-ions tlie 
noces.«,ary minor operations have} Imnmi carrieel out. In 
adelition to tho elaily reeoniuiissance' and f»rot oe-ti\ «* 
work pea-fea-nied by tlu5 Re.^yal Naveil Air .SoiAite* on the 
<*oast . oli'veii organiseel attacks against tlu^ e'neanv's 
a,er(»(li« mes eind thirteoii attae-k.-^ on eiieiny \«‘ssida 
havef be't'ii earrie'el out. Nines ean-my machine'^ and inio 
siihiicirine' have Ixh'u elost reeye^d by air atta«‘k, ami 
appr<‘ciei,l>le' elainage has bexai iiiflie't esl on niiliteuy 
aeljiine-t > . . . . 'J’hei euive'iit of sjering weal he 'i* has 
hitely enuible'd me* to teike} ineeisiire*s to limit Iluj e*\t«*nt. 
to Mliieh the* se^bmaritee* and either ve'ssels of the* e*ju*m\ 
hael fre’*e‘ e»eee*ss te) thei wate*rs otf tho belgiem ceiast . 'The* 
sneee'ss a(;hie>ve*el has, so far, be'eai eonsidorabi**, ami the 
aotivilie's eif sedimarim's e)pe*rat ing from t he Belgian e-oast 
have be.'e‘fi mu<*h rodueeel. We* lias es ei«.*s( ro,> e'el several of 
ihej ene*my’.s sedirnarine's ami some of his siirf.n e v«*s.sels. 

Sir Rcgiiinld expr('ss(‘<i his (•e)reliji.l t hanks 


to Be:*aT-A(hniriil de* Marlijivc, of Die Lre'iich 
Navy, for tho lit*iirty co-e)pe'ral ion he* laid 

a.ffe irtle‘d. 

An e'Xiiiuple* e)f the* air aDacks re‘fe*rre'd to I)y 
^Xdniiral Ba(*e>n niai\' he cite*d trenu what 
occiirre'd on March 20, HDO. fn the* e*Mrly 
hours e)f that day, a. ceimhincel fe)r<‘i' of iippj*e>xi- 
iualcl\" lilty Britisli, h’re‘iie*h. and Hc|oia.n 
ite'reiphiiu's aial s('ii|)Ia.n('s, a.c(‘oinpa.nie‘el hy 
L“> lighting: inacliinf*s, h-ft. va-rioiis base's and 
a.ffacke'el t lie'j (Jt'rmaii st‘apla.!U‘ sta.tie>n at 
Zce'hrngge'. and th<‘ ai'rodremu} a.t lloiit t ii,\ (», 
nt'ur Xt't*] irngge *. ( \>nside*rable' (hiniage* was 

re*pe)rti‘d te> lia\e' h('e*n deme*. d'lie' machines 
on an axe'riige* carrie'd 200 Ihs. eit honihs, aiiel 
all rctiirne'd safely. 1'hc Hritish machine's 
cngage'el we're* all na.val. This was the^ largest 
ail* raid, so leu* a.s the* minilx'i's of machine's 
engage'd we‘i‘ 1 ' cene-e'rne'd, re'jiorte'd np to that 
tini<\ Bomlx'd out appari'nlly hy the* hail of 
ainmnnition w hich w a,s |>oiin‘d iipein /(*e*- 
hrngge*. (hiring this attack, three} (h'rmafi 
de'stroyi'rs wi re* found a.t se'a. off the pent lale'i* 
ill till} day. Tlie'y were brought; to action hy 
four ilrilisJi destroyers, and a.t once? turned 
and ran for harbour. Two of the ( «crma.n 
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THK COMMANDER OF THE “ U 53. ' 
Ideutenant-Commander Hans Koze (on left) and two officers of the German submarine. 
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l)oa(s were observed to bo !iit, but were able 
to Tiiako good their escape. This brief running 
fight was t 3 '^pical c»f other skirmishes of? the 
coast of Belgium. In this locality, too, there 
took placo, especially during the spring and 
summer, a large number of bomb attacks from 
Allied aircraft, which served a useful purpose 
in curbing the enemy’s preparations and in 
harassing his personnel. 

One in particular ma\' bo mMiliont‘(l for the 
incidents connected wif-h its naval support. 
On March 25, an attack }>y British s(‘aplan<‘s 
was delivered upon the Gorman airship sheds 
at Tondorn, in Schleswig-Holstein, east af' the 
island of Sylt. (Jornmodoro K. Y. Tyi'vvhitt, 
with a light cruiser and destroyer force, escorted 
the aircraft to their rendezvous near the German 
coast. They got away successfully' and flew 
to their objective, but throo had tlio misfortune 
to be brought down by the enemy and thenr 
five occuj)ants taken prisoners. The others 
came back to the warships, which IiikI steamed 
to and fro off the coast awaiting their return. 
A change for the worse in the weather, however, 
caused the loss of a destroyer from f he escorting 
fore<‘, the' Medusa, which came into collision 
with the Tjaverock, and in the stormy seas which 
prevailed she foundered. Tt w^s then that a 


fine piece of seamanship was displayed by 
Lieutenant-Commander V. S. Butler and the 
crew of the destroyer Lassoo. That vessel was 
skilfully placed alongside the sinking Medusa, 
and every man of the latter’s company was 
taken off, without a single casualty, a feat 
which elicited the commendation of the 
Admiralty. In the course of the day, a division 
of British destroyers sighted two German armed 
patrol vessels, the Otto Rudolf and Braunsch- 
weig, overhauled and sank them. Four men 
were rescued from the former and sixteen from 
the latter. VYhilc engaged with these siriall 
craft, th(‘Britisli boat^‘ were attacked by German 
aircraft, hnt they received no damage of any 
kind. There was a fnrth(‘r exciting incident 
at night to complete a round of unusual ex peri - 
('nces. The British light cruisers encountere<l 
a division of (/lerman destroyers, one of which 
was rammed ar\d sunk by the Cleopatra. 
Captain F. R. Jvod('r-Syinonds. It was not 
until a claim for bounty came befbre the Pri/.(‘ 
Court on July 1 7 that thti facts of this occurrence 
))Ocamc known. At 10.15 p.m. on the night 
of March 25 the Cleopatra was cruising with 
other ships in the North Sea and was leading 
f lie (jolumii, when tliost^ on hoard saw sparks, 
which appeared to issue from a coal-burning 
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Ihe “U53*’ at Newport. Rhode Island, October 7, 1916. 
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vossel closo oil tho port how. TIk* hrlin of tho 
Cleopatm was immediately put ov«t in order 
to rarn, and two enemy destroyers ^^'ere then 
seen. Steaming at 20 knots, tlie Cleopatm. hit 
the rear enemy boat, cutting her in halves, and 
the two parts wore seen to pass one on each 
side of the cruiser. It was impossible to reseu«‘ 
any survivors. It was ascertained that the 
vessel sunk was the (1194, and tlu* (Uainan 
casualty list showed that 911 persons were lost 
in the sinking of the boat, th<‘ prize bounty 
awarded at £5 a head being therefore £4t>r). 

Vet another phase of the Navy's work in or 
about the North Sea was connected with the 
blockade of Cerinany. To the London corre- 
spondent of the UrooklyH Kaglcy Kear- Admiral 
Sir Dudley de (yhair. who commanded the Tenth 
Cruiser (Blockadtj) Sfpiadron from the outbreak 
of w^ar to March 0, 1916, whe^n he became Naval 
Adviser to the Foreign Oflice, gave n. d(?scription 
of the machin(?ry l^y which all the ov(‘rsea 
traflic of Clermany was intercepted. The 
Admiral showed how^ the blockade' was gra- 
dually pulled very much tighter than it was at 
first. The number of pat rolling ships incrcasc'd 
month by month, until there was a coiufilicated 
network of cruisers scattered ov'er the North 
Sea areas, through whicli it was almost, im- 
possible, he declared, f<ir any steanuT, sailing 
ship, or trawder to pass without coming under 
direct observation. I’sually the cruisers wen* 
about twenty miles apart, and as each cruis(‘r 
was afforded a clear view' (^>f fifteen miles to the 
horizon, no bloekadi^ rimner could pass liotween 
them without being seen by one or both. The 
type of w’arship chosen to maint^iin tli<‘ lilockade 
W’as known as an auxiliary arint'd ci*uis(‘r 
usually a converted pa.ssengor ship or merchant 
trader, and the great majority ef the blockade 
otlicers wore drawn from the M<‘i*can(ilc Marine, 
as being accustomed to manifests and shi])'s 
papers they were peculiarly fitted for such work. 
Most of the ships remained at sea continuously 
for fifty days before going into port to rt'- 
<ioal and re-provision. The following is th<‘ 
Admiral’s picture of a blockade sliip at w^ork : 

You inu.st imagine us steaming a boat on track up au<i 
^^owIl a bit of open sea ; in total darknoss at night 
end during the day kooping a sharp look-out for mine-, 
and submarineR of the oncniy. The weather in tlic 
North Atlantic in mid-winter is very severe, and iiio.st 
of our ships remain at soa continuously fur fifty flay*- 
before proceeding to port to rccoal and roprovision. 

Sometimes nothing hapjM>ns for days on nnd. At 
eleven o’clock every night, if our wireless is not too 
busy, we pick up the day’s war bullet iuR from I’okihu, 
and the Kiffcl Tower, or some ({ermaii staliftii. 

Finally, one day there is a blotch of smoko on tlio 



KKAR-ADMIKAL S. R. FRKMANTLK 
(on ri^ht) with Vice-Admiral Sir J. M. de Robeck. 
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horizon. As wo koop in touch with our noighhouriug 
units by wireless, wc know that this oaimot bo from the 
funnets of one of our own cruisers. Word passes that 
a sliip is sighted perhaps attempting to elude our 
blockade. It is the duty of the patrolling cruiser to 
investigate. Overhauling the merehant.inan, the 
cruiser’s gun fires two blank cliarge.s to ilraw attention 
to the line of -iginil Hags which have boon run up tx) 
the mast-head, 'riiis is a neces.sary step, for often 
there i.s but one man on the bridge of the jnorcbantiuan, 
and lie might ca'^ily fail to observe us — uninl.eutionally 
or otho^wi^^c. 

'The I'riiisor’s signals aiiiiounce linit nn oMit'or will 
l)c uboani to examine the ship’s mauifesls. Aeeoin- 

panied by an armiMl guard of fivti men, tlm bo.arding 
«d!i<‘cr goes o\f*r the cruiser’s .‘-ide, and often at some 
peril to life and limb manages Manolmw to elamlx^r up 
to the tramp’s deck. 1 have often .seen tlie, cruiser’s 
«lory stove in, and the hoarvUng parly (lirown into the 
water. 

Our hoardiiig-ollieer irilersiews the captain of tho 
merchantman, who stJites lii.s port of origin, liis dos- 
I illation, hLs carg<», the length of his voyage, and whether 
or not ho stands in neoil of any assist aiH,“e. ’I’he crew is 
sometimes mustered in .susi>icious e«ise.s to detcrinino 
whether any (jlerman subjects are aboard. Finally, 
llie manifests are carefully Examined. 

Ill many cases the neutral ship is quite innocent, 
and is allmverl immediately to proceed ; in fact, whenever 
there is fair doubt about tho cargo, wo are lenient in 
loleasing our t temporary capture. In the case of fishing 
trawlers, which swarm the Nortli S<‘a, it is possible 
to examine the cargo imin<Mli*iteIy, aiul where shipa 
are partly in baiia.it the exairriiiiation may- also bo done 
f ptickly. 

I cannot oraphasiso too strongly that it is altogether 
-;ifer and more liumaiio for the neutral to he examined 
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ENTRANCE TO A DIVING-BELL. 

An air-compression vessel, used for laying moorinj^s for battleships, fitted with a diving-bell, 
the entrance to which is down the big funnel amidships. 

in a proteotod Imrboiir. 'Fhero to ho t wo methods Ae/* otrn dvcka with heavy weather likely to develop at any 

of dealing with a suspected blockade riiiiiicr. Our moment, 

rnetbotl is to take the iieiitral to the nearest Hritisli port My experience Jis comiuaMtler of the North Sea 

for exHuiiiiatioii. The Oerniau inethoil is to torpedo blockade for twenty months is that all neutral eap(ainh» 

at sij^ht. Between these two extremes, tliero sliould be invariably prefer to be sent into a British harbour, 
the alternative of examination at sea, but it in obviously The delay is reduced to a nuniinum, and the inspection 

quite im possible to di<<rharye an entire ship's caryo upon is aecoinnlishod with safety and dispatch. 
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A TRANSPOUT’S FAI.SR SPHKD. 


British transport with a hu^e bow-wave painted on 

Jn an earlier chapter,* it has boon shown how 
the original menaeo of tho snbniarino al tack on 
coniineroo was effectively handled by t lie Board 
of Admiralty undtT Mr. Churchill and Lord 
Fisher. In the autumn of 1915 tho submarines 
♦ Chiiy^er CxT, i>iigo UG~. 


her sides to deceive the (lermon submarines. 

appearetl to hav('. Ihh'ii cli'urc'd ou' of the narrow 
waters around tho British Isles, hut a few of 
the newer anti Iarg»*r boats \Nc*re at v ork in the 
Mediterraiu*an. On Dt'ceinbt'r 119, 1915, the 

P. & O. liner PtTsia was torpedo(*d and sunk 
off (^rete, witli a loss of about 209 lives, and, 
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influenced by previous attacks of a similar 
kind, certain foreign steamship companies, 
notably Dutch and Japanese, htwl decided to 
transfer their steamers from the Suez Canal to 
the Cape route. In the spring of 1916 the 
menace broke out again in more virulent form 
than over, and continued fitfully throughout 
t.he year. No statistics of losse-; wt^re issued by 
the Admiralty, but on October 17, 1916, Mr. 
Iluneirnan announced in the FJouse of Commons 
tFiat (ireat llritain had actually lost, by enemy 
action and by marine risks, no less than 
2,000,000 gross tons of shi|)ping since the war 
began. (Lloyd’s Register in 1914 showed a 
gri)ss tonnage of 21,045,049 in the British 
Mercantile Marine.) The numbers of ships 
destroyed, of course, ran into hundreds, and the 
toll of life was also a heavy one. The Germans 
advertised a new submarine campaign to begin 
on March 1, giving as a reason for it a number of 
alleged ill(»galities, in arming merchantmen and 
so on, by the British Coveriirnent. The pro- 
vision of guns for merchant ships is, of course, 
an ancient riglit, aci^epted by the nations for 
many centuries. On March 2 the Admiralty 
published in full the instructions in force 
go\"(M’ning the conduct of mertdiant ships armt'd 
with guns for dehmsivo pyr()oses. Another 
<locument made public by the Admiralty 
showed the degn'c of reliance to be phiced upon 
rjiMMiian promises to abate the virulence of the 
“U”-boat methods. This was a list of forty 
British and fourtt'cii neutral ships, all of whic*h 
were unarmed, but which had been torpedoed 
on siglit by enemy submarines without any 
warning during 1915. 

A feature of the renewed subm irine campaign 
in 1916 wtvs the manner in which the enemy 
craft returned to their old haunt s. Ships began 
ag^^in to bo destroyed in the Knglish Channel. 
On March 24 thf? cross-channel steamer Suss(»x 
wa< torpedoed, but not sunk, the ship reaching 
Boulogne with a loss of 100 lives out of the 380 
passengers and crow on boiircl at t.h<‘ time. 
Fragments of the torpedo which struck the 
vessel were examined by American naval 
aft ache . who were satisfied that it was of G<'r- 
man make, but the Berlin authorities disclaimed 
all responsibility for the attack, even after the 
Bubmarine which carried it out had been (*ap- 
turod on April 5 by an Anglo-French flotilla, 
and th(^ French Government wen^ in posse.ssion 
of the commander’s name and confirmatory 
evidence. It was not until May 10 that the 
Germans admitted having torpedoed the Sussex, 


and the American Secretary of State then 
inquired what punisliment would bo motod out 
to tho submarine commander, in accordance 
with a German promise, but there was appa- 
rently no satisfactory reply to this. In other 
cases of wrongful attacks, such as thoso on the 
Dutch steamers Tubantia and Palembang, the 
German method was to endeavour to evade 
responsibility, and at length to promise to 
submit the matter to an international court 
after tho war ! In a message on the second 
anniversary of the British declaration of war. 
Mr. Balfour said that the advantage of sub 
marine attacks on commerce was that they 
could not be controlled by superior fleet power 
in the same way as attacks by cruisers. The 
disadvantage was that they could not be carried 
out on a large scale consistently with the laws 
of war or the requirements of humanity. They 
made, therefore, a double appeal to German 
militarism ; an appeal to its prudence and an 
appeal to its l)rutality. “ What blunderers 
they arc ! ” said Mr. Balfour of the organizers 
of this campaign. “ 1 doubt not their ability 
to manipulate machines. But of managing 
men, unless it be German men, they know less 
than nothing. They are always wrong; and 
they are wrong because they always suppose 
that if they behave like brutes they can cow 
their enemies into behaving like cowards. 
Small is their knowledge of our merchant 
seamen." 

With improved boats, the submarine warfare 
naturally — in fact necessarily — extended the 
area of its operations. On Juno 21, U 35, under 
the command of Ca])tain von Aniauld de la 
Periere, arrived at Cartagena, to deliver an 
autogra])h letter to the King of Spain from the 
Kaiser, thanking the former for the welcome 
given to the defeated Germans from Cameroon 
on arrival in Spanish territory. The submarine, 
after taking in supplies from the German 
interned shiy) Roma, loft within twenty-four 
hours, and having thus established the right of 
German under-water craft to use neutral ports, 
proceeded to sink a number of vessels in the 
Mediterranean. On July 6 tho German 
Admiralty announced her safe return to 
Germany, and added that in the course of the 
cruise she had sunk the French armed steamer 
Herault. Shortly after this another attempt 
was made to establish the principle of submarines 
using neutral ports by the dispatch of vessels 
to tho United States. On July 9 a so-called 
commercial submarine, or under-water liner, 
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ON THE CLAN LINERS 
The officers and enflineers of the ** Lindsay.'* Smaller 
picture: Captain Miller on the “ Macfadycn." 

th(" Dent>schland, arrived afc Norfol!;, Virginia 
with a cargo of dyes, etc., having loft. Heligoland 
on June 23. Captain Panl Kdnig, a inorcliant 
officer, was in command. The vessel left on 
August 1, and anchored in tl o Wi ser River on 
the 23rd. Her second voyage liegnn in Octoher. 
:ind she reached New London, Connecticut, on 
November 1 . Meantime, a war subnuirine, XJ 53, 
was also dispatched to America, arriving at 
Newport, Rhode Island, on Octoher 7. under tlie 
command of Lieutenant-Commander TTans Roze. 
The boat left in about three hours, and next 
day sank six merchant sliips, four British, oni'. 
Dutch, and one Norwegian, oft the NantiH*ket 
lightship, in the direct route of the trade to 
and from New York. One of the victims, the 
Stephano, had passengers on board, including 
thirty Americans, some belonging to the Red 
Cross. The Stephano w’as fired upon without 
warning, and stopped when attacked. Her 
passengers and crew took to the boats, and the 
vessel was then sunk by gunfire and a torpedo. 
XV hen the Stephano sent out her wireless cfill 
for help, the American destroyer Ben ham left 
Newport, and arrived on the scene as the 


submarine was about to sink jinother victim, 
the Dutch freighter BJoornersdijk. The de- 
stroyer being in tlie \iav ot’ the sulimarine’s aim, 
thc^ German captain asked tier to move out of 
the way. The requr^st was complied with, and 
the Bloomcrsdijk was sent to the bcittom. An 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


r,4 



vk:k-admi.. 

KANIN. 

Late Gommander-in-Chief of 
the Russian Baltic Fleet. 

olliror of tlir' Jicoliam confiniKHl tliis in ao 
int(‘rvi»‘\v. On Ootohor .‘i 1 if wa^i oificially 
n.nnoHiK‘Ofl from J5orliii lliat IT 53 had 

rofiirnod safoly to Oormany. ^Fn-ny diplomatic 
;md h'^zal (picslions wi^n* raised hy t lieso tlinu^ 
exploits — the visit of th(‘ U 35 1o (%irtap'na, the 
tr('atm('ut accorded to the Deutschland, and 
the d(‘sf riudion of sliippinsj; i)y 1153 oft’ Mio 
American coas(., but this asp(‘ct <)f tlio matter 
need not lierc? ])o dealt with. Th(*ir naval si^^nih- 
{*anco was not/ great, as it was n^erely a mat ter of 
I'liginoeriiig dev'elopuK'nt , and the endurance 
of tlie crews, to maki' vuyag(‘s across the 
Atlantic. 

In addition to tln*ir sul)marine warfare, the 
Oermans made at least two attempts early in 
IhlO to ])lace cruisers on the trade routes. The 
tirst of these, whicli proved siu^cc^ssful, was madt^ 
witli a convert(*d fruit tradt'r which was renamecl 
t h(' Mowt\ Coimiiandc'd by ( ^iptaiii tli(» Bur- 
grave Count von uiul zu I )ohna-Schlodion, this 
vi'ssel took advantage of a dn.rk. s(|ually night 
t.owards the end of December. Ihl5, to rush the 
British [)atrol. By the middle of January sIm‘ 
was o[)erating in mid- Atlantic, when^ she inter- 
(M'pted the I01d(*r Deni|4ster lint'r Appam, put a 
pi‘ize ennv on l)oard, and sent the ship to tlu* 
United States, h^ourteon other v(\ssels, twelves 
of which w<'ro Britisli, were sunk, including the 
Clan MacTavish, which, being armed with a 
small gun for defence against submarines, put 
up a fight. On ^NlarcJi 4 the .Mihve returned to 
(rennany. Her daring feat had resulted in (lie 
destruction of 50,000 tons of Allied shipping, 
and had disturbed the floating trade over a 
wide area. Tt was ev^idently the German inten- 
tion to maintain a succession of such blockade- 
runners, for on February 20 a second raider. 


VICE-ADML. H.R.H. THE 
DUKE OF THE AHRUZZI 

The Italian Coinniander>in-Chief 
in the Adriatic. 

tlie (JiH'ir, was ovi'rhanled in tJie Xorth Sea by 
tilt* auxiliary eruiser Al<*autara, Ca])tain 'T. F. 
Wardk*. A duel ensued, in which tlie Cerman 
vessiJ was disabled, hut before sinking she 
mauagini to get off a torpedo wliicJi (U^stroyed 
the Alcantara. The latter, however, had hy 
then been ioincnl by the And(‘s, another auxiliary 
cruiser, wliicli assisted to compIet(‘ the di'st rue- 
lion of tlie tJreif. Afl(‘r this ev(*ut, no further 
attempts of t hi^ kind w(‘ro reported, and th(j 
Gormans rcsume<l their submarine warfare with 
redoul .>1 ( ‘d one rgy . 

Th(M’(' were* no e\"ents of decisivf^ naval 
iiufKirtauce in t he Medib^rraneaii theatre of war 
during t he first ten months of 11) Hi. Altliough 
the Dardanelles expedition had been aliandoned, 
thew wcrt‘ still tl lo Salonika and Mesopotamia 
undertakings in hand, and the protection of 
tlireo tJjoiisand miles of sea transport \\’as no 
light task for the Navy, (\sj)ecially as t he enemy 
submarines mad<* t he most of their op})()rtunities 
in this e.oiiiu'xioii. 

On February 23, 191 (>, Mr. Balfour was asked 
for information relating to the Allied naval 
eon inlands in tlie Mi'diterrani'an, and lie replied 
that it wouki lie inadvisable* to ek^scribo these 
in detail, but the general command was in the^ 
lianels of Hit' KreiuJi Commandcr-iii-Chief, 
Admiral cTArtige du Fournct. The command 
of the .Vdriatic and its approaches, added the 
l^^irst Lord, was in the liaiids of tlie Italian 
Commander-in-Chief, H.'R. H. tlie Duke of 
the Abru/z/i, and other local commands werci 
assigned to Brit ish oHicers. “ Tlic best general 
indication,” said Mr. Balfour, “ of the work 
performed by the Allied Fleets in the Mediter- 
ranean is tlie successful transport of large 
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I'he French Gommander-in-Chief 
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inilitiiry foivos to Salonika, Valona, and 
tlie successful evacuation of the Allied expedi- 
tion from flu' Dardanelles ; n.nd last , but not 
least, the transportation of the Serbin.!» Army 
from Albania — a result chiefly due to tla* 
ability and energy displaytxl by the Italian 
Fleet.** 

The complete ovacaiation of the Callipoli 
Peninsula was effected on January 8, 101 fi, 
and Sir Charles Monro acknowlcdgc'd that the 
successful accomplishinont of tliis mnst delicale 
and difficult task was due largely to the iu- 
valuabk* assistance rendered by Admiral dc* 
Hobeek a.nd the Royal Navy. Th(i cruis<‘r 
tir<^ from the left, flank was mcMitioru'd as being 
most acjcurate. TIk^ Knmeli embarkations 
u(‘re carried out by their own Navy, and th<‘ 
f’reneh seamen also great ly assiste d b\ (*inbark- 
ing some of th(' British animals. From this 
fim(\ a patrol was still maintained off th(‘ 
jMMiinsuhi, to prevent the est Jiblishmeiit of 
submarine bas(\s by the eiuMuy, but Uh* centre 
of naval interest- shift(‘d to Salonika.. Here 
the nature of the work dtananck'd of the Fk^^t 
\N as somewhat different. Ships w<*r(‘ not needed 
for bombarding purpose's, to provide' artille'ry 
sufipe)rt te.) lh(‘ tre)e)ps, but the' |)re)te'ctie)n of 
(he* eommum'eations by water wa.s ve-ry similar, 
a.nd as at (htllipe~)li the're was the' subma<riii 0 
|)('ril to be guardexl against. 

'fhe' ope'i'ations of tile “ U ’’-beials in t he* 
wale'rs fe)rming the* approaelies to Saleinika. 
leel te) the* se'i/.ure ejf the fe)rts of Kara Burnu 
a.nel Kum Ka-le*, e>n eithe'r side^ of the* btiy, in 
•lainiary, IhUi, the oeeuj>a.tion be'iiigannounc(*d 
<»n .hinuarv ‘11 a.s liaving been ('ffe-e-te'd \\ithe>ut 


ine'idemt. Apparently by way of a. re'prisal for 
this ]iree'aut iemary move'inent on Ihe^ ])art e>f 
the Allie's, a Zcjipi'lin a.ppe'are'd e)ver Saleinika 
in the early morning of Fe'bruary I and 
dropped sixteen bombs on the' town a,nd Jia-r- 
bour. On the next oee_uisie)u whe'ii siie*h a raid 
was made', llu' airship making it was breiught 
tleiwn in flames.* 

l*h<' e'e)unt e'r-measure*s ne'ce'ssitate'el by the 
submarine) inena.eM' in the* ^le'diterrane*au were 
e)f a far-re*aehing a,nd ce>m|)lieated e hara-e-ter. 
'Fhe'v in\'e)lvt'd the ('>ccupation eif se*ve'ral 
stratt'gie* |)oints for use* as base's b\' the* sma.ll 
e-raft rte)tillas e'ngage*el in hunting the e'ueiny 
boats; the seare^liing of many mile's e)f (*oast - 
line]) and mime-rous islanils fe)r pe)ssible' se)eu'e<*s 
e>f supply ; and e>t he'r w ork w Inch it w as imt 
peissible te) make* kne)wii. 'The* islanel of Cre'to 
became* one) of the* chief ce'utre'S in tin’s anti- 
submarine war. Towards tlie end of March, 
P)10, an Allie'd sejua.dre>n ]>roce'('d('d te) Suda 
Hay, and e>n ^\pril 18 it w'as a.ime)nne'e'd from 
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PART OF THF, AI.LIHO FLHHT OFF SALAMIS. 
French vessels in the foreground. 
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Athens that tlie liritish Minister there had 
eoininiinieated to the CJreek Premier the 
reasons for tlie oeeiipation of this harbour. 
Simultaneously, the British Consul at Canea 
notified the now regulations wliieh had boon 
drawn up in connexion with the establishment 
of a naval base at Suda Bay. Tlio Allied 
Ministc^rs at Athens also informed the Creek 
J Vernier of the intention of their Governments 
to land f(^rees in Cephalonia, especially at the 
harbour of Argostoli, and to create naval bases 
at certain points in the Ionian Islands and the 
.Bg<ian Sea. This measure was declared to be 
dictated by urgent necessity, and would in no 
wise infringes the sovereign rights or the terri- 
torial integrity of Oreect'. Certain territory 
which for other reasons had been temporarily 
occupied by the Allies also had a value in 
coniiexion with the suppression of the subma- 
rines. The island of Castellorizo, for instance, 
luwl l)een seized by French troops on December 
29, 1915, when it w^as reported that the object 
^vas to facilitate Allied action against Adalia. 
Then on January 11, 1910, French troops landed 
at Corfu to jireparo for the transfer there of the 
remnant of the Serbian Army from Albania. 
Th(^ Legations at Athcn'^ of the Allied Powers 
issiKHl a declaration showing t^iat their Govern - 
rni*nts “deemed it an obligition of humanity’* 
to transfer to Corfu tliat ]jortion of the 
S(*rbian Army which was tlieii in Albania. 
Th<‘ task of revictualling tlc'se troops wouhl 
thus bo simplified. The Cower.-« took this step 
in the belief that Greijce would not h'el com- 
])ell(Hl to oppose a measure that would rc^- 
<lound to the benefit of her Ally, and would in 
any case be of brief durati<jn. Among the 
buildings utilized for the Serbians was the 
Kaiser's villa, the Achilleion, which was con- 
verted into a hos]>ital for the wounded. 

To turn now to the effect of the submarine 
w^ar on tho fighting fleets, the principal loss to 
be recorded is that of the battleship H’.nsoll. 
Flying the flag of Rear-Admiral Sydney R. 
Frinnantle, and commanded by Captain W. 
Bowden-Smith, this vessel was reported to have 
struck a mine on April 26. She sank with a 
loss of 124 officers and men, but the admiral, 
4 raptain, commander and about 700 officers and 
men were rescued. In Germany it was assertod 
that tho Russell was not destroyed by a mine, 
but by a submarine, as there wore no mine- 
sowers at all in the Mediterranean, the laying 
of t hese machines being very difficult on account 
of the depth of the water. However, within a 


w'oek, confirmatory evidence of the use of mines 
there was forthcoming when the Admiralty, on 
May 1, announced tlie loss of tho armed yacht 
i^gusa. Captain T. P. Walker, R.N.R. (retired 
Vice-Admiral), and the mine-sweeper Nastur- 
tium, Lieutenant-Commander Robin W. Lloyd, 
R.N., both of which sank after striking mines. 
Seven men were lost from the Nasturtium and 
six from the .^Egusa. Tho latter was formerly 
iSir Thomas Lipton’s yacht Brin. 

There had been earlier losses from submarine 
attack among tho Allied warships in tho Mediter- 
ranean. On February 8 the French cruiser 
Amiral Charnior was struck, and sank within a 
few ngiinutes, off tho coast of Syria. There was 
a doubt about the agency which caused her 
destruction, the Germans claiming to have 
torpedoed her, but tho statements of the one 
survivor rather pointed to a floating mine from 
the Dardanelles having blown lier up. The 
vessel foundered very quickly, and the one 
seaman saved was picked up from a raft on 
which there wore fourteen others, all of whom 
had died. On February 26 the French auxiliary 
cruiser Provence^ IT, temporarily engaged in 
transporting troops and equipment to Salonika, 
was tor[)odoed in mid- Mediterranean, wdth the 
loss of 1,000 lives, the ship going down in fifteen 
minutes. On March 1 tho Primula, a British 
mine-swee[)er carrying out patrol dutic.s, was 
torpedoed a!id sunk, hf^r crew, except throe 
men, being saved and landed at Port Said. 

Another warship loss shortly afterwards w'as 
that of the monitor M.20. 'Phis was one of the 
smaller vessels of this novel typ.^ engaged in 
watching the Gallipoli Peninsula and blockading 
the Straits. Vice-Admiral do Robeck reported 
that on tho night of May 13 she was struck by 
the enemy’s artillery ; and, taking fire, was 
subsequently destroyed. Two men wore killed 
and two woundoil. The M.30 was commanded 
by Lieutenant-Commaritior E. L. B. J.<ockyor, 
R.N., who as first and gunnery lieutenant of 
tho Carmania was present in the action with tho 
German raider Cap Trafalgar in September, 
1914, and was awarded the D.S.O. for his 
sorvdees. Nearly three months elapsed before 
another loss w'».s reported from tho Mediter- 
ranean, and then on August 3 the auxiliary 
mine-sweeping vessel Clacton was torpedoed 
and sunk * in tho Levant. Tho casualties 
reported in connexion with this loss included 
five missing, including Engineer-Lieutenant 
F. E. Mortimore and Engineer-Sub-Lieutenant 
C. J. McKelvey, both of the Royal Naval 
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CORFU, 

Where the French troops landed, January 11, 1916. 


liu.scTve. On the 25th of the same montli the 
Achnimlty announced that tlie iirnied yacht 
Z iida, wliich had beoii on do(ach(xl serv ice in 
(lu‘ Oulf of Aloxandrcfta.t destroying ])otrol 
stores, etc., was re[)ort(‘d considerably overdu<\ 
A r(*e(‘nt (l(Tman ro?HfHfniif/u(' had stated tliat a 
patrol }K)at had bt^en sunk in those \vat<*rs, an<l 
the Adinirnhy saM that this information no 
doubt referred to th<r /aidu.. as news liad been 
nveuved tlirongli "rurkisli sources that four 
oh’KH'rs and Jh men of h(*r crew hatl Ixmui taken 
prisofiers. "riiere was no infornuition as to the 
fate of (hi* remainder of the cr<*w, (wo oflieers 
iind eight nu'n, and it v\ as therefori* assumed 
that tijey were lost. In Lloyd’s Kegistcr tlie 
/aide, was shown to have })elonged to Lord 
lb)S(*ber\ . There was a batch of ships destroyed 
in the early part of October by the submarines. 
On the 2nd a Oerman submarine tired two 
torpedoes at- the small t"ri*ncli la-uiser Kig(*l. 
said liy the (*nemy to have been “ built as a 
subinarine destroyer," and sank her. J’he first 
hit was scori'd about nine o’clock in t he morning, 
and seriously damaged the vessi'l, one of Ji(*r 
stokeholds l>eing flooded and t hirteen mcnkilleil 
or blown into the s(*a. In spiti* of this, the 
vessel showed fight, anil sh(‘ll<'d the sul)marin<* 
(*ach time the latter appeared on tlie surface. 
An hour and a half lat(*r two French trawlers 
on patrol came on the scone, and the sul)marino 
disapp(*ared, but at 1..‘10 p.m. the “ U ’-boat fired 


a second torpedo at tlx* T^igcl, wliieli carried 
away thi* greater portion of (lie vessel abaft, and 
killed four jnoro of her crow. The Kigol re- 
ma.inod afloat, ho\v(*v(‘r, and continued to fire 
at the submarine whenov’or the wako of the 
latter was seen. 

On October 4 there was a double subinarinc 
st'ore to t he enemy, when the Frcjiich trans])or(, 
(Jallia and the ox-Chmard liner Franconia w( r<* 
sunk. The Oallia was an auxiliary cruiser i)i 
us(‘ as a transport, and lia<l on board about 
2,(M)t) French and Serbian soldiers, as well as 
a large* crew. Tn all, fibout 1,."574 men were 
saved. Of the otlie.i'rs, all but one ])erislu*d. 
The torped«i caused an PX])losion in tla? pow dc'i* 
magazine, and the wirel(*ss installation was 
smash<*<l instantl 3 % tlius isolating the cruist‘r, 
and it w as not Tintil anotlux Fren(4i vessel caiut* 
upon some rafts and }>oat.s next day that news 
nf tlie loss was ()l)tainf*d. Two boats w(‘rc 
F-eportecl liy th(^ Ministry of Marine on Oetolier 
0 to have nwdicd the south (^oast of Sardinia. 
'The Fraueonia w as lik<'W ise employed upon 
t-raiisjiort duty, but w^as earrying no troojis at 
the tiiiie. 'Fwolve of ]i(*r orow' w(*ro missing, 
and wlh2 w(‘re sjived. 

When Bulgaria enter(*d tlu* war against tb<‘ 
Allies in Oetober, 11)15, she was soon made b* 
feel the ])Ow er of the guns of tlie combined flet*t- 
ofT the ^lacodonian coast, and of tlie Bussian 
Fleet in flie Black Sea. The.se bombardment 
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were continued at irregular intervals wlienever 
occasion demanded. On January 18, for 
instance, five Allied warshii)s, including the 
Italian cruiser Piemonte, bombarded Dedeagal ch 
and Porto Lagos, and it was reported that a 
detacluncnt landed for recomioitring purjK)ses 
at the latter place. In the Bulgarian otlicial 
report twenty-four units were mentioned as 
having appeared off Dedoagat<?h and sixk*('n off 
Porto Lagos, these figures doubtless including 
the auxiliaries and .sweepers, etc. On February 
2 it was reported from Sofia that attacks from 
the sea were of almost daily occurrence along 
this coast, the Bulgarian batteries rejilying. 

When the Bulgarians, in .spite of their pro- 
mises to Greece, entered Kavala on August 25, 
1910, they were again quickly liarassed by tlie 
Fleet. On the same day two British monitors 
and a cruiser bombarded the forts in the town 
which the Bulgarians had seized, and on August 
28 it was fiirtlier amiounccKl that British moni- 
tors liad bombarded enemy forces, the presenc(‘ 
of which had been reported at the mouth of the 
Struma. Tlie district behind Kavala w as also 
raided by British naval aircraft. In tin* first 
w(H^k of the Bulgarian occupation eight attacks 
with bombs were r<'p(U’ted oflicially by the 
Admiralty. 

Simultaneously with these operations in the 
air, the Allied Fleet was report (‘d hy l lu* ('neni> 


to be cTuising daily along the .Fgean coast 
before Kavjila and Fleetln'ran, iu tlit^ Gulf of* 
Orfano. 'The ships also hail pert to play in tho 
offensive nndertiiken from Salonika. On several 
occasions during Scpt('iiib(‘i*, and afterwards, 
tliey .slielled tho enemy in the neighbourhood 
of Neohori, at the moutli of the river, with 
satisfactory results. On St'ptemher 2tl it w a.s 
announced tliat tho Admiral Commanding the 
Allied Fleet liad notified the existence of a 
blockade between the mouth of tlu' Nestos and 
tlie village of Chaiagliizi, whic’h, of course, 
included the Gulf of Kavala. 

As off tli<' coast of i\Iac('donia, sf> along the 
Fgyptiaii and Syrian seaboards naval effort was 
ealUKl for ()n mort^ than one oceasion during the 
yt‘ar to assist military operations. On May 18 
as(juadron of shi[)s, in conjunction witli aircraft, 
attacked the town of FI Arish, an iin])ortant 
post on t lu‘ 1 ‘nemy line of conunuiiic‘al i(uis from 
Syria to lOgypt. The tiro of the warships w^as 
believed to ha\'(‘ rethic(‘d tla' fort to tli(' south- 
west of th(^ (own to ruins, a.n(l both th<^ shi|).s 
and aircraft n'turia'd safely. There were 
fr('(|U<'nl homhanlmcaits of Smyrna. On Maiurh 
,‘U forts SI. (h'orge and Sandjak, with other 
COJVstal d<‘fciu*cs, wen; reported to have Ix'en 
reduei'd iu an t^lack la, sting thre(^ liours b;s^ a 
British warship, to wliich tht' Turks made no 
re[»ly. Add to (his 1h«; oeea.sional slu'lling of 



french troops landing in GREECE. 

Flajs erected on the coast indicated the point of disembarkation for each company 
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Sedcl-ul-Bahr and other points in the Darda- 
nelles, and it will be seen that, taken all round, 
the work of the Boyal Navy in the Meditc^r- 
ranean was considerable in extent and diverse 
in characitt'r. 

Fn the Adriatic Sea no naval operatioi»s of 
first-class importance took place, as the Austro- 
Miingarian Fleet remained in its protected 
anchorages, and only the small vessels and air- 
craft of tlie enemy undc'rtook operations of an 
offensive character. Fn < he cay)turo F>y the 
Austrians of Mount F..ovtchen on January 11 
it was reported that several warships partici- 
j)atcd. The forts and mobile batteries of tlio 
IFoccho di Cattaro naval base had shelled tlio 
htaght for several days, as had some cruisers 
in the bay, but it was also reportcMl that tw'o of 
the Austrian JJreadnoughts w(‘n? brought into 
action, the fire from their heavy guns being of 
great assistance to tlui cntMiiy. 

^ A few of the chief iiicidcuits in the war of 
attrition, both l)y sea and air, may be enume- 
rat('d. On January IJ tlio French submarine 
Koucault, working with the Italian forces in 
th(' F.<ower Adriatic, torp<Mlo(?d and sank an 
Austrian cruiser of the Novara typo in tlie 
neighbourhood of Cattaro. On Septi'inber 17, 
lOK), the Foucault h(‘r.self wi^s sunk ofT the? 
t‘nemy iroast after an attack by Austrian sea- 
jilanes, lier crew being saved by an Austrian 
torpedo boat. On February 0 a British 
crui.sor and French torpedo boat, (uigagcd in 
<overing the retirement of the Serbian Army, 
met four enemy destroyers, ])ut as soon as the 
latter were fired upon they fled towards Cattaro. 
N(‘\t day the same two Alli(*<l vessels were 
attacked by submariTU'^ off Dura/.zo, luit tlie 
torpiMlo missed its mark. On FeFiruary 27 
the Austrians .took possession of Durazzo, 
after having bocm kept liack for a little time 
by the fire of the Allied shi])s. In spite of bad 
weatluir, the Italian Fleet kt‘y)t the coast roads 
under fire until all the Italian troops wliicli 
had b(M'n sent there to cover the evacuation 
of the Serbians were cmbarkixl without mishay) 
and taken to Valona. Not a single Italian 
guii was left liehind at Dura/zo. On Mareli 18 
the French destroyer Renaudin \vas toryiedoed 
and sunk liy a hostile submarine ; and on 
May i an Austrian d(\stroyer was likewise 
account'd ft)r by the French submarine Ber- 
nouillt. On June 9 th(^ Italian tran.syiort 
Princip(‘ Umberto was sunk by submarine in 
the Lower Adriatic, with the loss of about Fialf 
the trooy^s on board, the number of whom w'as 


n >t revealed. On July 10 the Italian de- 
stroyer Impetuoso was toiy:)edoed and simk F>y 
a .submarine in the Lower Adriatic, nearly all 
lier crew being saved. On August 2 the 
Austrian torpedo gunboat Magnet was tor- 
pedoed in the Uyjyjer Adriatic F^y an Italian 
suFunarine, but was able, according to the 
enemy reyjort. to reach harF^our. Next day 
the lo.ss of the Italian submarine Ciaiiinto 
Pul lino w as ofiicially reyiorted. So the guerilla 
warfare y^roceeded, with no ayiparent advantage 
on either side, tlie relative yiositioii of the 
opyiosed fleets Fjieing much as it was biJoro. 

'I’he Austrians were not able*, Fiowovor, to 
gain much from tlie immense advantages 
which Nature Iiad conceded to the Dalmatian 
coast for such oy^erations. With its numerous 
bays, gulfs, islands, and decf) waters, this 
seaboard pret^ented oy^y^ortunities for tory^edo 
w'ork denied to the Italians. As Rear-Admiral 
M azzinghi wrote in describing the work of the 
Royal Italian Navy ; 

clmin of islaiuls which oxUtkIs along t ho Dalmatian 
roast ponnit.g tho Austrian ships (o loavn from that |:>oint 
of tlioir own roast noarost tliat portion of iho opposing 
csui.st whi<*h thoy wish to attack, to arrive in loss than 
throo liours at tho point dosignatoi], ami in another tJiroo 
hour.s to ho soouro in flunr own F>a.so. . . . Nor is it 
nocossary that tho onerny sliips rotnrn to .sumo 

points of tho cotvst from which thoy sot out. Ships (hat 
sailed from Sobonico, for iit.stanco, may ro-oTitor hy a 
hirgn* iinmbor of dith ront rouft'R, or tlioy may go to Pola, 
Spalato, Zara, in tho Quarrwvrolo, or ymt th»'msolvo.s in 
safety boliiml the Chirzolari. orontorat t’attaro. In.sload, 
our .ships oan only go out or oomo in from Vonioo or 
Brindisi. It is clear how all tiiis constitutes a very groat 
advantage for Austria, a roal disadvant au’O for ns. 
Should wo wish to lay snares for tho onoiny sliips, wo 
.should bo oompollod to disserninato mines and submarines 
uri every point of tho enemy’s coast. Austria, with a 
much smaller number of those arms, oan strongly 
threaten tho movoinonts of our s]iii)s. And we h.ave 
already said liow much moro oa.siIy tho .submarino can 
lie in wait on our coasts than on thoso of onr oiK'my. 

Evidence of tlio daring and skill of tho Italian 
Beamon was afforded hy two raids into the 
enom y’.s >>a.scs. On May 28 an Italian toryiedo 
boat ayiy^roached the entrance t(3 tlio yiort of 
TriestiJ, wFiich must have necessitated a strong 
mine bolt being negotiated in tlie Gulf of 
Trieste. Penetrating into tho harbour, the 
boat torpedoed and sank a largo transyiort . 
The Austrians at once turned on tFieir sliore 
searchlights, but failed to detect the raider 
wdiilo slio was within range, and the toryjedo 
F>oat returned witFiout a scratch. TFie second 
raid was oven more bold in conception. On 
tho night of November 1, said tho Italian 
official statement, some torpedo boats, after 
having successfully crossed tho mined zone, and 
razed with admirable coolness the solid obstruo- 
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PROTECTION AGAINST SUBMARINE MENAC:E. 

Cvuns in IJners. 

tions defending the Fasana Strains — the ap boats rejuainod reconnoitring a few liundred 
[iroach from the^ north to Pola — succeeded in yards from the powerful forts of Tola., only 

entering the \isual anchorage of part of the retiring after having aeeonifilishf'd a. very 

Austrian Fleet. Two torpedoes were then dis- dedicate mission. Tn the same arinonneement. 

etiargcd against one of the large enemy units. as that in which tlie foregoing I'xploit was 

hut they were seen to bo caught in the vessel’s revealed, mention was mndi^ of a curious 

torpedo nets. For two hours the tor[)ed<» encounter between an armoured train and 
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VICE-ADMIRAK A. V. KOLCHAK, 
Kiissinn Commandcr-in-Chicf in the Black Sea. 

tliivp Austrian (lestrt)ycTs. Tlio latter a])|)ear(Hl 
b»‘t'()r(5 Sa.nl FJpiclio (south of Ancona) at 
(lawn on Novcanher 5 and opcMied tire on this 
tract of coast. An Italian armoured train 
was rustled to tlio scc'iu* and conipc'lled thoin 
to r('lire, t wo d(‘slroy(‘rs bcing^iit. 

The only Tlritisli ^^'J^rshi}) losses rt‘porlod from 
the Adriatic during tbe first, two years of war 
w(Te two drifters (‘inploycd on patrol duties. 
Tji(» niritish Admiral re])orti‘d that on July 9, 
IDU), tlio Austrian crui.ser Nova.ra came upon 
a group of sueli driftcTs, of which the Astruin 
Spc'i and tlio Clavis were sunk and tlu^ Frigate 
Ibrd and lien Ibii dama,g('d, lint not suffi- 
ciently to pn‘\ enl tlaan returning to ])ort. The 
cr(‘\\’ of tli(' Astrum 8pei Aven? made prisoners 
by tlio Austrians, and among the other boats 
there were t<Mi kitted and eight wounded. 

On August 2, 1010, tho Italians sustained a 
serious rnisfortime wluui their Dreadnought 
battleship Leonardo da \'^inei was d(\sl roved by 
fire and explosion in 'Faranto harbour. 
File warship was moored in a posit ion shelt ering 
her from all possibility of hostik' attack, wlion 
lin^ broke out near the aft. maga/.ino, and 
although tho flooding of the maga/jno pre- 
vented the entire destruction of tlie vessel, a 
series of explosions occairn'd, ixnd she foundert'd 
in about three quarters of an hour, about 250 
lives being lost. 

In the Baltic the year 1916 was less ev€'ntful 
than its predecessor. There was no renewal 


of tho Oerman amphibious operations in the 
Riga sector, and the Allied submarines, having 
called down upon themselves the feverish and 
frantic efforts of the enemy, were less able to 
score against his warshiyjs or commercial 
vessels. Tho Russian Fleet, however, ful- 
filled completely all tho tasks demanded of it, 
and, as alrejwly stated, its strength was aug- 
mented. In tho course of an interview which 
was quoted at length in tho Russian Supple- 
ment of T?ie Times on March 25, Vice-Admiral 
Kanin, then Comrnandcr-in-Chief of tho Russian 
Baltic Fleet, said that the fundamental 
strategic picture was amply clear, his Fleet 
being a continuation of the extreme flank of 
the Army, protecting it against envelopment 
by the Cerman Fleet. As Paris was saved on 
the Marne, so in the Riga Gulf the struggle for 
tho approaches to Petrograd terminated in 
favour of tho Russians. “ What would be the 
situation of the Army,” asked the Admiral, 
“if the Germans now occupied Riga and the 
entire Gulf of Riga ? ” Vico- Admiral Kanin 
also commended (ho services of tho British 
submarines, and remarked on tho excelkuit 
bee, ring and coolness of their olTieers. 

There w as an indicat ion that w inter condit ions, 
wliich, of course, precluded a good many movo- 
moiits in the Baltic, were pa.ssing when it was 
roperted on March 19 that British submarines 
were going through tho Cattegat on (heir 
way to tho Baltic. One of them on this day 
stopped the Norwegian steamer Kong Inge, otT 
Falk(mberg, and put a prize crow on board 
he^r — tlio first time, it was understood, tliat an 
under -water craft had adopted this method 
proscribed by tlio law of detaining and searching 
a ship for contraband. Tho steamer was 
ordered to Leith for oxainination in the Prize 
Court, and arrived there on tho 22nd. On 
May 16 tlxroo steamers wore sunk by a Russian 
submarine, the Hera, Kollga, and Bianca, all 
trading from Hambiu'g. On the 22n(l three 
more s( (‘amors, the Pera, Hebe, and Worms, 
w^ere reported sunk. On INlay 17 the German 
steamer Trave, from Liibec^k to Norway with 
coal, was tc^rpedoed off Kullen, in the Cath'gat, 
by an Allied submarine, her crew being saved, 
as w^ero those of all the othc^r vessels destroyed. 
Tho extensive use of mines by tho Germans, 
in their efforts to curb tho submarine activity, 
led to international questions arising with tho 
Scandinavian Powders. In the middle of 
February tho enemy began to lay a new mine- 
field along the Falstorbo reef, and several 
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Su odisli vessels suffered loss or damage in eon- 
sequorico. On March 15 it was reported tluit 
a minefield was to be laid down to the south- 
west of the Drogdens lightship, at the sftutli 
end of the Sound ; and in the following montii 
Norwegian journals stated that tho Oerinan 
Navy had stopped the international passage 
south of the Sound, not merely by the usual 
mine obstructions, but also by steel nets 
designed to entrap submarines going tliroiigh 
to tho Baltic. Danish torpedo craft were set to 
watcl\ that tho obstructions were not ])laced 
in their territorial waters. 

In tho main, tho naval operations in the 
Baltic divided themselves into throe phases — 
tho work of tho submarines on eitlier side, those 
of (hirmany including minelaying in the (hilf 
of Bothnia and elsewhere among their activi- 
ties ; cross-raiding by tho opposed naval air- 
craft ; and the assistance ronderc'd to the 
armies in tho coast region. In all three cate- 
gories there were no events of exceptional 
importance to chronicle. Bu.ssians proved 

their efficiency in all respects. On July 2 
certain of Ihoir ships, including the 81a va, 
supported tlio right wing of the Army near 
Riga, shelling the enemy’s lines to good purpose, 
in spile of aircraft attacks. Early in Septemlx*?*, 


too, the Cermans reported that Russian vessels 
had boinbardod the north eoast of (\)urlan(l. 

’'fhere wore tw'o events in June whirli <*anui 
outside tlio ordinary work just, referivd to. 
One w^as an action on Juiu^ .‘10, tifteiMi mill's 
off Laudsort, hetweon Russian and (;(‘niian 
light. <-raft; and destroyt'rs. 'fJie Russians 
annoiincecl that a detaeliment of siwei’a! of 
th(‘ir cruisers and torpedo boats, searching ft)r 
enemy forces betwc'c'n the island of (lothland 
<nid the 8wedish coast, dise,o\‘er('d no big iiaxal 
unit, but at daybriMik they were attacked hy 
a flotilla, of torpedo boats, wJiicli were easily 
driven oil. Attaek.s by Cjlerman submarines 
were likewise uiisuecessful, and the Russians 
returiuMl to tlieir base* without loss and without 
having been damaged. The affair was thus 
of an indecisive character, Init demonstrati'd 
afresh the (uipahlo handling of the ships hy 
the seamen under Vice-Admiral Kam'ii. In 
0<;tobor it. was nweah'd tiiat this ofliei'r had 
relinquished eommand in tlie Raltie. lie was 
appointed a member of tlu' (k)uneil of the 
Empire. JEt; w^ns sue(MM'd('(l by Vie(;-Admiral 
Nepenin. 'The scM'ond oeeui'n'mM' n‘f<‘rred to 
was a daring attack on a (h'rman convoy ou 
J 1111(5 13. 'Pho convoy consisted of thirt(‘en 
or fourt(‘en morehaidmen, and was eseorti'd 



VIEW OF THE HARBOUR OF TREBIZOND, 
Showing Russian ships and captured Turkish vessels. 
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CAPTAIN CYRIL FULI.HR. 
Awarded the D.S.O. for distinguished 
service in Cameroon. He also re- 
ceived the C.M.(.». 


LIEUT. H. FIRMAN. VICE-ADMIRAL SIR R. WEMYSS. 
Killed in a gallant attempt Mentioned in Sir Percy Lake's 
to ^iet through with a re- despatch, Persian Gulf. He gave 
lief ship to Kut-el- A mara. much useful advice and cooperation. 


hy th<* auxiliary criiisar Hcrnnaiiu arul sumo 
l(>r]>(‘(h) boats. Thi’i <Tiiisur and four of tbo 
( 4 )r|)(Ml<) boat ^ \\(‘n' dostroyi'd, as as four 

or live of I li(* mcrchafil tnon, tbo rest taking 
slieltc'r in Swi'disb waters. 'Vho (barmans, 
ill admitting tlw* loss of the Herrmann, said 
that she was at tackl'd by four Russian dos* 
troyers and sot on fin*, when her own crew blew 
her u|) to a.void <*a[)ttir(^ About onci-tliird of 
those on board wi'n* r<‘s(‘U(*d and made prisone.rs. 

in the Hlaek Sea the Russian Kl('(‘t fully 
jnaiiitained the asec'udt'uey it had t*stablished 
over the nav^al forces of 'rurkey JUid lUilearia. 
Ill th(^ few encounters whiith tnok [ilaei*, mostly 
between small craft, the cniemy’s vi'ssels were 
iuvariabl\' outclassed and fn‘(pi(*ntly Kaiffereii 
loss ; w'iiih* in t hi* advance of tin* Army of the 
Cau(*asus, under the (iraud Duki* Nicholas, the 
Fleet cooperated very elTeidively alon^^ tlio 
coast, and by turning tiie eni'iny’s Hank made 
possible the <‘af)ture of JT(d)i/.ond. Tho 
(fOi'beii made occasional apfiearanc^es, but her 
nbUMiiUH^ had becui considerably n*duced, and 
she caused no intorferonee with the movements 
of the Russians. Our Ally’s control of the 
waters of the Black Sea made itself ineroivsingly 
felt upon t he economic, condition in Turkey, and 
viewed broadly the course of ('vents was an 
abundant demonstration of the xalue of sea 
command. 

Tho ehit'f nav'al eviuits wen* undiiubtedly 
those eonneeted with the support of tho Army 
of the Caucasus. From about the beginning 
of February the Russian ships began a close 
search of the Asiatic coast, and at frequent 
intervals bombardments of the Turkish positions 
were carried out. The communications over- 
sea having been made doubly secure, troops 


\v(ire tni.iis})ort(‘d to Atina end landed there f>n 
March 4, und(*r cover of a lu'avy fire from the 
ships. This phuM* is sona* si.xty miles oast of 
'rndji/.ond, towards wdiieli tho Turkish Army 
was falling back. SimultaiK OUsly, a fii^tilla of 
torpedo boats raidral tla; slii[)ping at Trefiizond. 
During the lu'xt f(‘W days the eoopen tion 
of tlu? FliH't ])roved invalualile. As thi' Vetro- 
grad ( 'Orr(‘sj)oiident of Tfip l^'nnvs wrote on 
Mareli 7. “ t in* able coordination of tlu' naval 
and military op(*rations, in wliiedi the .Fleet 
I timed th(^ d’urkish Hank, conferred on the Rus- 
sians a big advantag(‘, ri'sultiiig in the one uuy’s 
dis(H)mHtiiro.” The ultimate se(.juel was the 
Ciiptun^ of the important si'aport (jf ’'.rrebizond, 
on April IS, in Jiniiouneing wiiich the oHifdal 
report stated tlint “tlu* successful cooperation 
of the Metd permitted us to idTi^et tho most 
daring hvndiug ojx'ral ions, and to give con- 
limial {irtilli'ry support to the troops whu’h 
wert^ opi'rating in the eoasttil region.** 

As in other tlK'atres of naval war. miiios and 
•ubrnarmes wore actively employed by tlie 
enemy, but to little or no purpose. ’Phe cbiof 
victims of the submarines were two hosjiita! 
ships, the Fort ugal being sunk on March 30, 
and the Vperiod, which liad replaced her, on 
July 9. From the former 115 persons wors 
lost, including fourteen ladies of the Rod Gross, 
and about Hfty surgeons or doctors. As th« 
Russian oHicial statement showed, the cir- 
cumstances of tho attack absolutely preckulod 
all jiossibility of any mistake having boom 
made by the submarine. Tho Portugal was 
proceeding to the port of Ofou to embark 
wounded, and was lying stopped in the vicinity 
of Cape Fathia to enable one of the small craft 
that accompanied her to c^.ffect some trifling 
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repairs, when two torpedoes wort.i (liseharge<l 
at her, one of which took rffoct. The ^^})eriod 
was likewise on tier way from Batuin, nm's- 
courted, to 'take wounded on hoanl. Slu' lunl 
all the usual distinctive marks, in spite of 
whicli she was sunk. A few oasiialtit's fiom 
iiiiiu'S w'cre also caused, eliiefiy to merelmiit 
8hipi)ing. 

The Hussian tor})edo craft- - hot li surface 
v('ssels ami submarines — in addition to assisting 
ill I ho sweeping away of Turkish iiiaiitiiiu' trad(‘, 
made several attacks on the enemy as occasion 
demanded. It was evidently due to their 
alertness and eniciency that the wanton aUack>> 
of the Hkirkish ^^ruisers on undefended c*oast 
towns — such as tht'. slielling of the fVimeaii 
health resort of Kupatoria, thirty miles north 
of Se])astopol, on Ma\' 7 — wer<‘ not more 
fnaiju cut . 

As in tlie Ha.lti<.*, there was a <*hange ju tlu* 
cliief command of tli(' Kussian t''leet in tln‘ 
lihic'k 8(‘a during the y(‘ar. Ka.rly in August 
it was announced that Vice-Admiral A. 
Koh'hak had been a,ppointed (Joiuma-nder in- 
Chief in succt^ssion to Admiral A. Vj. f'herhard, 
wdio was placful on th<' retired list, for r» a-ons 
of ill-licalth, and app<»iTited a memhei* of tlu‘ 
(’oujicil of the haupire. .Admiral J\olcha.k 
w^as stated to be the youngest, a.dniiral in tin* 
Hussian Navy. He was horn in ISTl, <‘nti‘re<l 
the naval service in I HI) I, au<1 on A])ril 10. 10 Hi. 
was promoteil to Hear A<lmira.l and eonlirimd 
in a. high indepciident commaml in the Haltie. 
JTi^ ])arti(mlarly dist ingui.shed himself at tin' 
defence of Port Arthur. 


It remains to <leal with the operations in tin' 
outer oceans in w^iieh t h<‘ Royal Xa\ ^^ w as 
cc»nci*rni*d. Tliese wi're all connected with 
military nndc'rt akings, eitlier for the compiest of 
Herman eolomd's (»r for maintaining Hiitish 
inter«*>.ts ami tlefiMiding (mr lerritor\ against tlie 
ddirks. Tilt' last of the (h'i*man eonnnerce 
rai<lers had been cleared off th(' seas in Ihlo, 
and with the <‘Xception of the crnis(‘ of the 
.\h‘»we, already described, tuieh att(‘mpt to 
revive tliis specaes of attack failed, d'hc last, 
of the regular warsliips em|)loycd in des(ro\ing 
eon\meree l,o ])e a-ccounted for was tlu' Dresdtai, 
w hi<*h \va.s caught and sunk oil t he island of 
Ala>--a-'ri<‘rTa., in the duan IA‘rna.mle/ gi*ouj>. on 
AI arch 14, llMo. After Mu‘ h^ilklamls l)a,(tl<‘ on 
I )<‘<-emhei‘ S. 1014. tfic I )r('sd<'n w as |)ursn<Ml by 
t he Hristol. hnt had got a good start i>f Ik i*. 
'File I)resd(‘n apt)arently went to Samiy Point, 
ill the iMagi’llan Straits, and then' \ iolaUil 
(diikain neutra.lit\' hv coaling for a. second lina* 
in ('hilt' within llu’C'e monflis, ami 1)\ remaining 
longer tluvn 24 hours. F'or t in* n‘*\t t hrei? 
moutlis tlK‘ \(‘SM‘l hid hi'rself in the labyrinth 
«)f inh'ts iind clianm ls of Southern (Miile. ddie 
Santia.g(» ((’hih‘) coirespondent of The '/'lines, 

in a. nu'ssa.gi* da.ti‘d March 21. said t hat : 

• 

During tin-’ tiim* 'In- wu- In iii}.- songht l.>v (li«* KrrU, 
(Jln-gnw, Dll ml. iiMtl < ’jirii.i.r\ (Ml. nnd < ho arinod inni-' 
Oramii and (UnnUn. I'hongh Imtti fiinc in linn* 
a wji- n*[)nriod (li.il mil liiji . Uiinw wht ro .du‘ w.i.'-. _\rl 
1 l:o\ jk*\ it nhic 1 1 » r;i I oh hr r mit .'-.idr ( Inlt'a n \\ at ri - , 

Jiiul .'-hr \\ a- ahlr to t alv« adv.int.igr of tin- nniidiahil rd 
Iiainrr nl t lu> «niiiifry in u hirh -hr wa.s hnlnig to r\.nlc 
aiiV atiriai*!' luadr l)\ t'luN- to notify hrr that -hr miei. 
•JO out or Im- ml rllir<h <)n onr orra-ioii ^^hr|| oill '-lilliK 
had laa'-krd !irr do\Mi tin' t 'hilrati ( ha riiiai ■iit fill a 
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man-of-wur to notify her, but by the time tlie mau-of-war 
arrived she had iieeri alile to move olsowhere. 

At tho l)t ‘^inning of March, ftirnuliaiicously 
with activity on tho ])ai*t of several interrie^l 
Uennaii sU‘ainf*rs on tho coast, tho Dresden 
came rmt of hiding, and on the t)t h she sank the 
merchant ship (’onway Castle with her cargo of 
grain near .fiian Fernandez. The cruiser readied 
the latter plaiM*— so well known for its associa- 
tion with “ llobinson (Jriisoe ” — short of coal, 
and was stated to have ealh^d for suppli<‘s from 
tlio st(*amers interned at \"alj)araiso, two of 
wliich, the Ahla and Sierra Cordoba, left soon 
afterwards. On March 14, however, the Rritish 
cruisers (Glasgow anrl Kent, with tlie auxiliary 
cruiser Oraina, cojmnand<xl respc'ctively by 
Captains John Lnce (Senior OHicer), John D. 
Allen, and John K. Segrave, sighted t he Dresilen 
in Cuniberland Hay, in tho island of Mas-a- 
4’i(‘rra, and immediately opened tirc' upon lier. 
Within five minutes the Dresden liaule<l down 
lier colours and displayed tlu^ wliite flag, 
sending a lioat to inform the captain of the 
(ilasgow tiuit lu* was violating Chih'an neu- 
trality. C^iptain Liu^e was report'd to have 
said that it- was a inatti'i* hir diplomacy to 
arrange, and the Drt'sden must surn'iider. 


which she did. After she had been burning 
for some little time, her magazine exploded and 
sho sank— tho (Jormans claiming to liave 
destroyed her themselves to avoid capture. 
Tho German crmv ucTe interned on an island 
called Quiricpiina, in Talcahuano Bay. On 
March 20 tho Chilean IMinister in London 
protested to the British (government against 
the infringement of CJiiloan territorial rights 
by the British squadron, and on the 30th Sir 
Edward (Jrey, in view of the delay that would 
Jiavc been involved in clearing up the facts, 
and of the terms of the Cliilean Note, wliich 
was friendly in tone, offered a full apology for 
the incident. TJie eorres[)ondenco was issued 
for publication on April 15, 1915. The German 
Minister at Santiago do CJiile sent to the 
Chilean Minister for Eoreign Affairs a note 
replying to the facts set fortli in the British 
Note to Chile in regard to tho Dresden, but he 
was informed that, in view of the fact that tho 
(JSermau Government had not yet (June 19, 
1915) answcu'ed the Chilean Note protesting 
against the* pievious activity of the Dresden off 
the (Jhilean coast, no opinion could be expressed 
on tlie later (juestioii. 

The expedition of the Anglo-Indian force 



ON LAKE NYASSA. 

The 8.8. ** Queen Victoria" on the way to Aberoorn. 
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THE CAIMTAE, (JEKMAN EAS 1 AI KICA. 
Dar-Es-Saluam and Harbour. 


wliicli ill tli(‘ autiunii of 1914 was disj ia.t clird 
to Mcsopotainifi -to socurc*, as ^Ir. Ascjuitli 
said, tlic neutrality of tlie Ai'a,l)s. to safe^na.rd 
our int(Mt‘sts in llu‘ l*ei>ian (Uilf, to proteel tin* 
oilfields, and ^'euerally to inaint a-iii t Ik* autliorit\' 
ot tuir fla.ii; in the b^ist -is a story in itself. 'TIk' 
Navy's part in it was of a.n iiM])or(aiit and 
di\'(‘i's<.* ehayaeter, a.nd shed lustre (»n tla* 
iT’aditions of the S(*rvi<*i*. In partieular, thi* 
lK*roie saerifiee of Fiieut enant d ■ounnander Kd^ar 
(\ ( 'oolvson, D.S.O., in his att<*uipt to eul 

through the d’urkish river obstructions ; and 
th(‘ gallantry (.>f the* in(*n in the ri'lief sjiip 
. I ulnar, which end(*a\a)ured to jj;et throuj^h to 
Kut-oI-Ainara. uneje*!* the eounufund of Lieu- 
ti-nant II. (). H. b'irinan, stand out as <i:lorioii- 
deeds in an uiifort unat<* (‘iiteT’prise. 'The 
S(*nior Naval Ollieer of tin* flotilla, (in tin* 

I i}j;ris was f^i]»tain W'ilfrid Xunn, to vshou 
N ice- Admiral Sir Richard Peirse, ( 'oininaialt*? - 
in-tdiief in fh<^ Kast rndi(\s. sa.id in his dispatch 
ol danua.ry 10, 1916, that much en*dit wa-s due 
lor lifiv in^ efff*cted t ho retreat from Ctesiphon 
*n the face of a much superior force with so lit tie 
loss. 

The abandonment of the (ViiiK't and Fii'ctlv 
[said the Admiral] was unavaiidahle, and was 


a.»*eomplishe<l in a hifjhlv' seainanlike nianiKa* 
undc't h(‘a\'y fire. Sir Richard Reirse was 
Miee(*eded during (he year l)\' \'iee- Admira I 
Sii- Rosslv’ii Fi. Wemys^, to vnIkiui, a.s w<*ll as 
to(\'iptain Xunn aiul (Vanmander ( '. R. W'ason, 

< Jeneral Sii* Pei*e\ Lakt*, in his di>pa.leh da.ted 
Aumist 12, 19 Hi, sa,id he wa,s indt‘hted for mu<‘h 
useful ailv'iec* and cordial coop(‘ra,t ion. Thesri 
and <»ther oOii'ers of the Royal Navv liad 
“ alforfled us Ha* able assistance which v\<* liavm 
iK'Come accustomed to re<-ei\(‘ from them.” 

The successful eampa-i;^n against ( ’amo- 
roon, which tf'rminated with the capitulation 

< »f t Ik* ( h*rma.n jj;ai*ris< in a.t Mora on Fehrua,ry IS, 
I9H), wa-; also eontrifaited to hy the b’'rene}i 
and Rritish Xa-vies. (’ajitain ( -yi’il T. Al. b^ilU'i* 
was the Senior Xa\a.l ()f(ie<'r* throughout. (Ik* 
l ainpai^n, and in th'* Lonflmi (lazrlfr of ,fulv' 2S, 
19 Hi, he w as award(‘<l Hk* |).S.(). in rec<tj^ni( ion. 
of tla* a])ilily a.nd succ(*ss with which lie rirj^a' 
ni/.ed the na.v <il opera.! ion>. lli* Jiad alr(‘ady 
lM*(‘n auardf'd the F.M.fh on Janua.r\' 1, 19l.^». 
A blo<*kad(‘ of t h^* eoa,st fif ( ’ameroon was 
»*nforeed by the Franeo-Rrit ish '^(juadron from 
midnight on April 29 21, 1 910, to midnight on 
February 29 March I. 1 9 Hi. Help of another 
character* was also rendered by naval mins on 
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shon*. (Jnr? hi‘avy naval \voajM>n wns trans- 
[)ort(‘cl 700 inilos to llio of (Jama— a 

splendid f(‘at of skill and <‘ndiiranc<*. Tliis j^nn 
was in ehar^e of |j'ent(‘nani J^ouis If. Keppel 
Hamilton, K.N., who had previously eom- 
mande‘d the river flotilla which dmve th(‘ (Jer- 
mans (jiit of I)<*ha.ne at th<* end of 1 )ec*<‘n»l)f'r. 
1014. His d(‘taeliment with the h<'avv 
t I’ansported it 100 mih's ii[) the lower rt‘t».ehes 
of the Ni{.(er river, th<*nee 4SO mil(‘s up the 
IJemie river, a.nd 00 miles hy land, aiid et)n- 
trihiited in la-r^e m<‘a.‘^nre to the sia^ef‘ss of the 
operations wftieh eulminaled in t!i(‘ surrender 
of (J<ima on .lime 10, 101 o. I iieiit(“nant 

Hiimilt c)n w n/^ a.war<led t li'* I ).S.( ). on Sejit ember 
21, 1015. 

After l.h<^ fa.ll of ( \imeroon tiiere remained 
only one oflu'r ( Jermnii eohuiy still uneofi- 
rpiered, (Jf'rnui.n Hast. Africa. In the siic(*ess- 
fiil operati<ms against this t<Tritory the Koyal 
\a\ y ha<l, if anythin).', a.n twen lar^jjer shar<‘ 
than ayainst- ( *ajne»*ooii. A bhx'kafle of the 
coast was (‘stal)lished as from midni'^ht on 
Kebmary 2H March 1, 1015. On .Aiiijust 10, 
1015, two whal(‘rs under t lie command of 
('oFinnander the* lion. H. (.). H. Hridj'ema.n, 
[)ein't rati ‘r I ini o'l'ani'a, harbour and (‘nd('a\ on r(‘d, 
thou»'h subjt'eled t(.) a heayf' and aeeura.tt‘ 
fi!*t‘, to (jarry <)ut. t lu'ir ordc'rs and board t lu‘ 
s.s. Markj'iaf. Tn awardifij' the D.S.O. to 
('ommand('r Hrid)'ema.ii th(‘ .Admiralty sa.id 
that t ho manner in which this a.ttempt was 
matl(' “ WMS worthy of the best traditions of the 
Koyal Navy.’* On April 11, lOlti, two whalers 
under (ymmiia.iider I L. I). Hrid)j!;es proeec'ded 
into Sudi harbour, and nauained tuult*r lir<‘ in 
a \'ery liot corner, spot I in)' tia' fall of sfiot fnan 
the <*ruis(a* ll_ya.einth to ena.bli‘ ln‘r to <les(r<»y 
aiston^ship which was in the harl)our. In order 
t-o readi Iht* recpiisite ])ositiorn t.h(* \vhaU*rs 
were obliged to run up a narrow' harbour, 
whi're (,h(\v w'(‘r<‘ confronted with a. lu’avy tire* 
from 4-in. ^jcuns at cIos(' range. Commantler 
Kridges rec<aved th<' D.S.O. (on .Inly I I, 19H». 
the same time as (‘oimnarider Hridgeman) for 
his services on this oeeasion. In the advanr-e 
of (J('nera,l Smuts the .NTa-vy eoo[)era,led witli 
well-a.rrang«Ml nu.)V('ment s, the ports on the 
coast- being ca.pt ured from the s('a as the army 
advanced, d'anga was t)ccupied on the morning 
ol .luly 7, HUti, and Sa.da.ni on August 1. On 
August :H it wa.s n*ported that in the coastal 
area columns are moving on I )ar-es-Salaam 
v\v eAww^v'V‘.^.V\vw\ \v\V\\ sv‘\a‘\w\ s\wy»s^ vA V\v' 

which have kew \n\V\v 


Ch*rman coast (iefenc(^s about Konduchi (north 
of Dar-es-Salaain) and in the vicinity of the 
<‘api(al itself.'’ The niite.omc of this was the 
r.*port, telc*graph('d from Zanzibar on Septem- 
ber 4 by Rear-Admiral H. F. H. Oharlton, 
( %»mmandi‘r-in(duef on the C/ajic Station, lliat 

Dar-es-Salaam surrendered at 9 a.ni. Our 
naval forces, in ecxFpi^rat ion witli our troo])s 
from Ha-gamojo and Sadani, an' now engaged 
in occupying the town, tlu* formi'r seat of 
(j|ovf'rnnu*nt and i^apita-l of tlic; (Jt'rman Pro- 
te(doratf‘.” Latt'r d('tails showed that at 
daylight on Si*pt ember .‘1 a close attack was 
liegun by th(‘ nav al forei's, in whalers, in con- 
junction w’ith a heavy bond>ardnu*nt of the' 
i‘n(‘my's ])ositions noid h of the* town and t-lic* 
iulv^anen* of the' troops from the dire'dion of 
Hagamojo. hiindings were cffi'cltMl at- Kon- 
duchi and Msassani Hays (to t ht' north). The 
enemy troops then ewacuatenl the* towni, wdueh 
was oc*(*upi('d by ('ombine'il ruival and militiirv^ 
fona's. The obst riH‘1 ions plaee'd in I Iuf edianne'l 
(►f ( h(‘ harbour wt‘i‘(‘ I hen removed. On S(‘,[)t(Mn- 
ber 7 naval and Fuatane foi'cti'S, with military 
landing parties, occupied the ports of Ivilwa. 
Ivivinje^ (about 149 mih^s south of Dar-es- 
S da-am) and Kilwa Kissiwani (twelve milo.s 
fa,rt hi'r south), wdiich were surre'ud<‘r(‘d unde'r 
thethre'a-t of a nav al bombai’dnu'nt . 

Our Kortugue'si' .VIlie's naidert'd ('tteetive he'lp 
in the' eonepie.st of (Jt'mum h]ast Afrie^a,. An 
o.'he'ial leh'gram from Loiu’eaie'o AIar(|U(^s nn- 
noune*e*d that a- naval foi‘e«‘ fre)m I ht'ir cruFe'r 
.\damastor landt'd on May 21, 191(», with two 
l^-in. guns and lvv’e> maehinei guns at a point 
on the' Rov'uma. Kivr'r. d'he'y attacke^.d tlie* 
(Jt'rmjin positions on the h'ft bank erf the^ riveu*, 
the emeany foi4i(ie*at ions and the native huts 
being burnt, ddie ( Jea*inaris re'ti'eal w itliout 
fight ing. 

(Most'ly eH)nn(‘cted with the' h]ast Afriera 
erpiTatierns was the* gtmlroat fighting ern Lake 
ranganyika. dda* eauMuy was re'])e)rte'-d ter 
have' feair armed ste'artrea's ern (his lake', and ter 
ele'strery t lu'in a. naval e'xpexiitiern was e>rganize>d 
and eepiippe'd with a fiee't e>f speK'ially-e'On- 
striicted anne'd boats sent out from Fngland. 
Tiitil the arrival of this flotilla the Oejnnans 
practically elominate^d ]..ake? Tanganyika. They 
could transj) rrt at will war matt'rial of various 
kinels frean the* railw'ay terminus at Ujiji to 
various poirrts aloug the' ( Vingej-Khoelesia- 
Xyasaland frontiers. 1’hc presence of thii 
\Ay\\\s\\ ^vv\v\ww\Aa w\Av>Twe\ \\\va ol 
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(lorniaii tinned stoainer KinKaiii wa.s atlackiHi 
by two British motor-boats, and forced to 
siuToriilor after an action lasting ten minutes, 
the prize being broiiglit into port in a sinking 
condition. All the (lerman ollieens, including 
the captain, who had formerly belonged to the 
Kbnigsberg, were killed. Tlie ca[)fnrtMi boat 
was renamed the Fife, and in com[)any with the 
Alimi, one of the Britisli motor-boats, slu* 
fought and sank tlui Kedwig von Wissmann. 
on Wednesday, b'ebruary t), Bjlti. 'I’his ( Jerman 
vessel was manned by a crew of fourltM'ii, 
including nine from tlie l\bnigsl)erg, and Iwt^lvc 
surviv^ors were aft(*rwards picked u|). Jt was 
njported that the J^elgian gunboat Alexandre 
Bcleoniinune assisted tln^ Jiritisli. A third 
tiiiciny vessid to be accounted for was tin* 
llraf von tlotzcn, which the Belgian Ministry 
of tlui (Jolonies announct'd on August 2, lOIti, 
had been surpriseil on the morning of July 2S, 
while disembarking troops, by tlie Bi'lgiam 
gunboat Netta, comuainded by Lieut euiuit 
Lenaerts. The von (Jotzen was dostroyt'd 
after tiitiH'ii minutes' tigliting, w it liout any loss 
to the Belgians. She was I lie largest, ve.'^sel of 
the (h*rman lake flotilla, and h(‘r <l(‘struct ion 


marked tia* «aid of the <'n(*my IUmM on J^ake 
Tanganyika. 

Dispatchers from Sir (1. Smitle tlie (;o\o'rnor 
ot the Nyasaland Protect orati*, co\ ering militar\' 
operations there froju August, Dl 4, to Octolx'r, 
1015, wt‘re publisla'd on August .4, lOHi, in a 
snppJt'ment to the lAHidou and sliow<‘d 

that in this remott^ region also the British 
\avy Jiad Ixuai rcpres(‘ntt‘d in the tigliting. In 
March, 10 L>, a naval dt‘tachment/ nndi'r 
Lieut (aiant-t Vunmander ( J. 1 1 . J )t3iinist ouii, K.X., 
with naval guns, n'a<*hcd tlu' I ’rot(‘c( orated 
and as rcjiorts wore reccix i'd tliai tlie ( I(‘rmans 
were re 2 >airing the (h‘rman steamer Hermann 
von Wissmann — wliicli had heiai disahleil 
wJiilo on the stocks at Spliiiixhaven, Lake 
Xvasa, at the hegimiing of the wai* — a joint, 
naval and military fori*e, uialer ('aplaiii (killins, 
went to Sphinxhaveu, ihx JMay 50, 1015. The 
enemy's [losit ion w as eaplurotl, and t he sti^anua* 
<*om|)Ietei\' disabled )>v dyuamiti' oliarges. 
J.,i<‘ut<*riant-( 'oloiK'I <1. M. P. Hawthorn, eom- 
manding the troops in Nyasaland, recpiosted 
that th(3 services of Lieutiaiaiit -C\>mmander 
Dennistoun might b(‘ hrouglit to the notice of 
the Lords of the Admiralty. “In addition,” 
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TORPEDO BOATS IN THE NORTH SEA. 


sn.i(l tho (JoloiK^l, “ <o tlwi a<finirablo iiianiier 
ill which he carried out the expedition 1o 
Sphiiixhavcii oti May 30, 19 1 o, Juf^ cordial 
coopiiratioii at all times has b(‘oii iiivaluablo 
in overc.oiiiiuf' didiculties.” 

Ill the course of a incssaj^i^ on the second 
aiuiiversary of Britain’s entry into the war, Mr. 
Balfour, in a. revdew of naval work, said that 
the (Jornian T’ress bade tl»e German public 
to take comfort from an attentive study 
of the map. “ See,” they said, “ liow 
miicli enemy Uu’ritory both in the Kast 
and in the West the armies of the Kather- 
laud occupy ; see — and take heart.” The 
amount of comfort, however, which the study 
of niai)s is capable of conveying depends 


partly on th(‘ maps you clioose, remarked 
Mr. Balfour : 

Kvon the nmp of Kiiropo sliow.s an cvcr-slirinkiii;^ 
baltle-lim*. But why look only at Kiiropo ? Germany 
for twenty years has itself as a. preal eolonial 

Bower ; uinl it was to eoiiqiu'r aiicl maintain its position 
as a }<rortt colonial Bownr llmt t.h rimin Heels w en* bnilt. 
bet ns, then, ehotjsi' a. map whi(‘h contains lier oversea 
Kmpiro. At the bt'uinnin:^ of An^nist, 1014, (Jormany 
poss('ssod colonies in the China Seas, in the Malay 
Antliipelayo. in I lu' Pacific Ocean, in West Africa, iji 
•South-West Africa, in kaisf Africa. All have goia^ except 
the Iasi ; and the last whilst L writ(‘ sciems sli])i>ing irenn 
her grasp. 'Hje Navy has not »-on(|uer(‘il them ; in the 
actual fighting by which they have been or are being 
aetpiired tho Navy has taken a vewy irtip(.>rtant yet not 
the leading part. But without the British Navy to 
contain tho (ierrnan Fleet, the operations which bid fair 
to stri]) (Jermaiiy of cv^ory one of luu’ oversea possessions 
eouki not liave been auetros.^fnl — could not even liuvo 
been attempted. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME (II.). 

July 10, 1010 — Thk Attac’K on Mamktz Wood — Its C’apti rk hv Wki.sii 'rRoors Tronus 
^qod — Thk Frunch South ov the Somme (Jerman Prisoners Hiutish MASTKin ok the 

Am Strateoic Position on July 1 3- (General Jac’or and (Jeneral Pirdwood 1'he (Jreat 

Battle of July M — France’s Day The Two Bazentins— South Akrk ans at Delville 
Wood- Capture of Ovillers La Boisseu.e— Franc’o-British Cooperation Battle of 


,IuLY 20 — The Attac k on Bozieres — ork 
(Uptuhe of Pozl^:RES- Results from Jula' 1 

C HAPTFK CLT. took thc^ narrative ot 
the' Battle of tlie SoinnR' u[) to the 
prc'paratory mc?asHr(‘s for the attack 
on Mamet z Wood. It was on July 10 
that tlie expulsion of the (terrnans from this 
strongliold began. Thc.^ garrison obtained some 
help fr(.Hn tli<*ir artillery farther back from the 
Quadrangle and from a maehinc^-gun emplace* 
inent near Acid Drop Copse, but otherwise had 
to depend on their own exertions. 

The German gunners in the* background were 
deceived into believing that the eastern edge 
w'as most in danger, and consecpieiitly the 
barrage of GcaTnan shells was scRit down 
between it and Marlboro’ Wood. But our real 
attack was deliviTed from tlu*^ south and also 
against the Quadrangle position. So long as 
the redoubt at. the* east end of the Quadrangle 
Sup[)C)rt Trenc'h was not won, an advance up 
the northern part of Mamet z* Wood would be 
very diflicult, if not impossible.* It was, 
therefore, necessary to take it, and all day long 
desperate fighting for its possession went on. 
By nightfall it was in the possession of Welsh 
troops. 

Our artillery prepared the way by a devas- 
tating fire directed on the wood, and kc*pi 
carefully ahead of the advancing infantry, 
which could be seen moving forward in scatterc^d 

* See small map, Vol. IX., p. 493, 

Vol. X.— Part 120. 


h’ the: PJRST ANZAC’ C ones - - I HE \\ INDMILL ' 
TO July 2(». 

pari ies towards the soiitJuTii c'dgu. 'riie ( {(*rmai» 
maehmc'-gnns at that ])C)int wctc* dc'stroyed or 
huric‘(l, and our artillery liftc’d their range on 
to the northern cxlgc^ of tlir ciicruy’s scM'.ond 
lino anrl posit i^is bc'yond it. (Jnchially the 
garrison, or nithcT wliat r(‘iniu‘nc(! of it., witli- 
drewv to the uppcT jiart. of the* wood, follow'c'd by 
our ardcTit and cJic’cring infantry and by tlie 
Bion(‘c*rs, wlio win'd and (‘ntrenelu'd the 
positions imnn‘diati‘ly after tbc'y were taken. 
At sunsc't the Britisii line* ran along a.n opem 
drive* and the* railway which ran through the 
wood. During the* night tin- «*n(*iMy vainly 
count <*r-at tacked. How' tlu* conte*.st was 
re*garde*d by the (h'rmans may he fairly 
ima.gine*d from the e*ntrv under July 10 in 
(Jolone*! Bc'dall’s dia.ry a.ln*a.el\ l•rf^■r•rcd to : 

.JiiJy HI. 'I'luMM* was In -u y liLlitinij: in the 

W Oofl in wliifli .No, I ol tlu* rnaehino- 

i^un rotiipauiy of tin* ItHli IH'ninn-nl "nlfi'riMj tho oxrr'p- 
tionally ^in-at lo-^s, l>v a Iiil, ol lA iimmi ‘uul ono 

platoon coininatnit'r killi'd ainl ll^ riMSi wouinin.d. 

Towanls iwonin^ ii furious '.friiuyN) la*;_*iui in Mumotv. 
Wood. 'rfii-. lrt.s(od tlio jailin* ni^lil until tin* morning. 
Tlitj .3r<l H.MftaiioM of tho HJth Itogirnont arid tlio 2nd 
Battalion of the Tadir liof^iinont hravily engaged. 

'IVi-duy u jlnift of ’Ilia mon a!‘riv«‘d from tho rccniit 
hattalion. Ka< li hatfalion n-ioivod loa mon to make up 
for lo.'.sfs. 

Ba./t*ntindc-C Jniud was ropent'-div vhollrd today, 
hnt during tho iiigfd lo.s.s so than usual. 

At break of day (July 11) the four Welsh 
battalions in Mamotz Wood fnishe d onw ards to 
east, north-east, north and south -w'cst. Under 
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[Ol/uiul pJtutoaraph. 


AUSTRALIAN TROOPS HR1NC31NG UP A HHAVY GUN. 


fire from whioinverfer^ muoliiiK'-^mis 
»md ri(k‘s our mon got. within 50 yards of tlio 
t‘dg('. ^'ot tlio narrow stri]) coufcl not })e passed 
(*X(*('pt at tlio price of too grt'at losses. Orders 
wvro givt'ii for a retreat to t.lie drive and railway 
treneljes, and our artilleryinen were recpieste^l 
to eoneeiitrato ih<Mr tire on the position, wliieh 
had stopped our adve-nco into tli(‘ o[)en. For 
Italf an hour the norlh(‘rn and north-ea.stern 
('dge and eastern edge of the wood seemed to bt‘ 
convulsed with struggling men. That, any- 
thing could live in this inh'rno sticmcxl im- 
possible. Novertlielcss, at tlio north-c'ast and 
north-west angles, mnehine-gunner.s remained 
iMit n'nched, and wIkmi tla^ British onc(^ more 
w<‘nt forward through the fallen timber they 
worr met with a hail of bullets. Not until 
4 p.m. was th(r north-east corner, with its 
nn'itonirrfrr anil machine-guns captured. Later 
in th(' day lh(' nnrtli-west corner was secured, 
and by nightfall n(‘arly every (lerman in 
Mametz Wood was killt'd or a prisoner. W(‘ were 
within less than IlOO yards of the (ierman second 
line position. The bulk of the jirisoni'rs taken 
<‘a.me froin llu* .‘Ird Reserve' Division of the 
Prussian Guard and the BHh Bavarian and 
Pllud \\\\rW\u\>u\*g WegvuMuds. T\\e Wnriem- 

\5WTv "\vou\ Uw Wmm 

tout. TUey had arrived four days beioro and 


complaini'd of the bad weather and of the poor 
food now suj>])]i<'d to thc'in. 

“ W'hat sort of a time' have you had in 
( 'Onf almaison V " in([uir(.'el a war corn's peindent 
of a Gi'i'nian soldier who, in (for him) happier 
times, had be'e'ii a cabinet-iiiake'r in the 
Tottenham Court Beiad. “ De ll, perfei't hell,” 
w’^as his answe'P. “ 'I’hei artille'iry tire was 
te'rritic. i never thought ye>u Dnglish could do 
it.” 

The last sentence reve'aled the dominant 
feeling of the nation-in -an ns which hael been 
taught for two generations to regard peaceful 
projects with contempt anel peace as merely an 
interlude in a perpetual warfare for existence. 
'Phat Ih’itish men, mere cricketers and football 
players, should, in under two years, havo been 
made into warriors more than a match for the 
pick of the German Army : that tlie manufac- 
turers and chemists of Great Britain should in 
the same period have mastered the gunner’s 
<*raft and surpassed the skill of Krupp was 
quite incredible. Tbo Germans had fought 
bravely and even stubbornly, but they felt 
themselves beaten at thoir owii game. 

The centre of the German first lino had been 
V>Tbk.oiv. To t\vo worth awd south ol Cowtal- 

twaivaciu. ’O&r tuu- 

tmued to tagB. lu t\vo tvw^Wtoood 
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Ovillers, a shapeless mass of ruins, its chalk 
foundations tunnelled and honeycombed with 
dc*ep dug-outs, the Prussian Guards still held 
out. 

Tho road from Ovillers to Contalmaison had 
been secured by, among others a battalion 
of a South Country Kegimont, wliieh had l)een 
relieved on the 9th. During the two prc'c.eding 
days it had been fighting in a cpiagmire of 
yellowish-white mud, so tenacious that tlu' vc‘iy 
boots of the men stuerk in it and had often to 
be wrenched off. Tlio German soldiers, if not 


would probably ha,ve succeeded. Ibd our 
m(*n were made ot st(*rner stuff. Oih' of them, 
for (‘xample, carrying bombs, bad era.\vled up 
to a niachiiK'-giin (emplacement and blown U]i 
gun and crew. Pin* captain of anolber ivgi- 
mcair lia-d continu(‘d to lead bis conijjany 
after being bit in tlu^ lu'c*!, tbigb and arm. 
Kinally he fell ])iere('d tbrougb tin* eln‘st. Of 
dec'ds like these then' W(‘rt‘ many. 

Two and a. half miles to tlu* (‘ast of tb (3 
Mamet/. Wood, awiiy to tla* rigid of Montauban, 


the ofiicers, who appear to have romaiuf'd in tin* 
background of the battle, had prov('d tough 
op[)onents. “ These fellow’s,” obs(‘rved an 
oHieer, “ fight like blue glory, t can’t think how 
some of our ])eople at homo have got it into 
their heads that w'O are up against old men and 
immature lads. All the na'n have fought, 
have been fellows of fim^ physique. Th('r(‘ hav’O 
been ex(;eptions, of course, but the old Bochc is 
still a sticker and stands a lot of beating lad'ore 
1 k 3 will hand in his checks.” As The Tinus 
Military Correspondent had remarked, it was a 
tribute to the quality of our troops that, some of 
tho finest fighting material in tho enemy's 
armies had been detailed to stem tla*. British 
advance. Against a loss tenaciou.s foo they 







BEHIND THE I.INRS. 


Trenoh-mortar ammunition. Smaller picture: Takinfi the ammunition up to the trenches. 
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more stiff fighting had taken place. The 
Trones Wood, through wliich lay the direct 
route to the important fortified area of Lon- 
gueval, in the Cerman second line, had been 
elaborately prepared for defence. At an 
enormous expense of labour, a labyrinth of 
interlacing trenches and redoubts liad been 
constructed. Our troops had entered this 
nest of maoliine-guris, and fierce had been the 
struggles there. Time after time they had had 
to meet and repel determined charges. On the 
evening of the 10th it almost seemed as if 
tliey would be expelled from their dearly -won 
trenches and driven down the slopes to- 
wards Ifardocourt. But fortunately the bull- 
dog courage of tho British, never bettor dis- 
played than in such a crisis, did not desert 
them. They hung on tlirough tho night to 
tho skirts of tho w ood, and on tho ] 1th once 
more took the offensive. At 8.30 p.m. tho 
British CJoneral Heatlquarter Staff reported 
that we had gained tho whole of the wood with 
tho exception of the northern end. 

Up to this date wo had (laptured 26 field 
guns, one naval gim, one heavy howitzer, an 
anti-aircraft gun, and over 7,500 prisoners. 
That tho “ Ar(;hibald ” was not an insignificant 
item in tho booty was aj)j)arent from the fact 
that, worsted, as a rule, in aerial duels, tho 
Gormans wwo more and more inclined to pin 
theii faitli on such artillery. 

While General Haig was driving his wedgo 
tlirough the Gorman first line botwoon tho 
Ancro and Hardecourl, General Uoch had not 
been idle south of the Somme. 

Poronne lies in a slight df‘prc‘Ssion, To its 
west is the plateau of Ua Maisonnette, facing, 
on tho opposite sid(^ of the Somme, tlio 
dominating hill of Ml. St. Quentin north of 
tho town. During tiu* night of tho 9- 16th 
our Allies, in tho Barlevix region, (‘.aptured tho 
treuehes bcjtweon that village and La Maison- 
nette, tngother wdth 950 prisoners, some of 
wdiom had boon taken on the previous day. 
On the lOtii, in the outskirts of Biachos, a 
redoubt with 103 men and 10 officers in it 
fell into the hands of the French. More 
important than this, after a desperate struggle 
Hill 97 and tho Maisonnetto Farm on its 
summit were at last carried, together with 
most of a copse to tho north of thg farm. Tho 
disingenuous German account of this action is 
w’orth quoting. “ South of tho Somme,” it 
ran, “ a strong attack made by French black 
troops against tho l..a Maisonnette Height was 
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mot by ovorpovvoring firo, A fovv oolouml 
troops who poriotrato<l into om* lines fell at tlio 
f)oirit of tlio Gc^nnaii bayonets or were taken 
prisoners.” Tho (Jleriuan General Staff forgot 
to add that tho “ ove;rpo\vering firo” aiui 
German bayonets ” had not saved the 
hill and farm from eapturo. The next day tho 
Germans were entirely dislodged from the 
f*ops(i, and some communication tnuiehes 
between h^strees and lielloy, in which j)ar(i(‘s 
of the enemy still lurked, were oecnipied. Koch 
had secured nearly tho whole of tJie loop of th<; 
Somme, and was witliin a few yards of the 
suburbs of Peronne. 

On tho 12th Sir Douglas TTaig was able 
to announce that, despite tlie des])erat<* 
efforts of tho enemy, tho whole of tho Mainetz 
Wood was in possession of the llritish, and 
that two German attacks against Gontn.1- 
inaison had broken down under our fire. The 
moment approached when tho German scmioikI 
line w'oiild bo breached. We had smasiietl our 
way to* various depths of from 2,000 to 1,000 
yards, reduced five strongly fortified villagers, 
a large numbei* of extraordinarily strong 
redoubts, and numerous heavily wired and 
entrenched woods. Altogether tho Allies had 


taken over 2jJ,0 )0 pri* oners, a hundrt d guns, 
besides many inachiiKJ-giin.s and bomb- 
throwers. 

Tho spc'cial correspondent of The Thneff 
wrote of these events as follows : 

” I'ho prisoners are const n-ntly p issing 
through both tho Frc’inch lines and o\irs iti 
batches, being kept, for a while in ])addcH*ks 
enclos<'d with barbed wire, for the ne(*.essary 
examination, and th(‘n, as rapidly as possible, 
to tho rear. Kvery time that one visits 
one of these de])6tH one finds it full of a new 
lot. And they vary extraordinarily. Many 
ar<^ fine, robust-looking men in thc' prime 
of life. As many others are weedy and 
poor, som<? old, some wry young. And 
it is by no int'ans tho ‘best' regiments 
which are now composed of tho best material. 
I have s(*en nono who loc^ked under-nourished, 
though many had ])laiTdy eiidun'd great 
privations immc'.diatidy tiefore their capture. 

“ As for the guns, on<i mcM*ts them on the 
high roads and bf'ing dragge d hack from tho 
battlc'fields, and th(‘y are bcang parked for 
<*xliibition purposcjs about (k^rps and Division 
and Brigade Headquarters. At a certain 
Headquarters there is quite a mviscnm being 

120—2 
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accjurnulal<Hl on the lawn, which inchirh's 
already a variety of designs of (Jeriiiau 
treiKih mortars and the like and a row of 
rnincniverjcr made almost tadirely of wood 
bound with ware, with tlm hollowt'd woodtai 
blocks to take the ri'coil and the ingenious 
Himdialdikc; stand of light iron bars to 
which they are braced forwaiwl to pre\’t*iif 



them kicking over on discharge*. Tlic wdiokj 
thing is so light that tw^o men can easily 
carry it about : and they make, at prac^ti- 
cally no cost, very useful weapons. 

“ A gentleman who has just returned from 
a visit to the Krencli Army tells mo that 
Clerman prisoners th(*re said (what we liad 
in effect hearfl hero before) that they all 
thought that what they had to do was 
men'ly to overrun the new iiritish Army — 
which th( 5 y would do as soon as they tried 
eonchisions with it — to haAo the war won. 
I was with tJie French Army myself 10 days 
ago and T know how utterly unlike a beaten 
army it looks. I never saw an army gayer 
or mort^ evidently lit and con I i dent. Tho 
< k'rman prisoners seem to bo utterly as- 
Uainded and disgusted by what they see 
t lu.rfi ; and their spirits are not raised by 
what they hear of what lias been going on 
with tho n(‘w^ I Brit ish Army. Tho whole 
thing, including tho fact that tlu* French 
could hit as liard as tlu‘y have hit and that 
our now armic^s were made of the stulT thnt 




GETTING HEADY FOR ACTION. 
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FROM THE BATTLEFIELD. 

Wounded coming back from the Somme. 

they have shown th()iusGlv<'s to l)o inado of, 
lias evidontly boon a couiploto surprise? to 
thoni. 

“ By this tiiuo T havo had Mio opporiunitv 
of familiari/dng myself with tJu? events of tin* 
earli(*r days’ fip^liting on the front of [iraeti- 
eally every brigade in the wliolo of our lino. 
A h?w days ago 1 was very ('areful te? report 
t haf. at one point the (harnans had shown 
liumanity in allowing us to reco\'(ir o\ir 
wouialed and in taking tliose of our womaled 
witiiin th(‘ir n*aeli baek into tluar tnaiehes. 
I am sorry to say tliat this was most t^xeep- 
tional. The e*ontrary (whiedi I hav(‘ also 
ri‘p/)rted) was the rule. In general, they 
have bayoiietc?d our wounded and havo 
pIay<Hl maehine-guns over the fields wliere 
the dead and wounded lay together to rnak(‘ 
sure that none would fight again. "Flie 
evideneo comes authoritatively frian too 
many quartia-s to admit of doubt .” 

Another instance of Gorman brutality was 
reported by a French paper, the Journal: 

Six of tho soldiors left bolimd were lnU»“ri prison'T.^^, 
Hie (jerinans kept thorn in :ih iKlvfiiicod (iTHioh 
without giving thoin bito or .sup. Several tirnes 
a day they were lioisiitod on to the jiarapet and tliu.s 
tnado the living target for ball arid .slioll, and a.s their 
blood flowed their captors would approach them and 
taunt them with gibe.s about the m<‘als they had not 
had. 



<)t the .six unhappy men three liieil on ilu* iillh day. 
Of tho others wlio survived and wore le.sfuud ly tlieir 
comrades ono has since sueeurnbed. 

Bri.soners and wounded were brought over to 
Ftigland shortly after tho gn*at tulvaneo. 
-A writer in The Times gave a dramatic arurount 
f>f a meeting of two trains near Southampton 
Docks, tho one filled with wounded returning 
from France, the other with reinforcornent.s 
going out to make good tho losses : 

A long Hod (>ro.ss train, jii.st filled from end to end 
from Olio of tho hospital ships — casualtio.s from the 
pre:,ent offensive in Franco — was pulling .slowly out 
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for its run to London. Almost ovory wiiKJow* sfr\<*il 
to fram3 tm ont ward -gazing soldier, oflicor or m.m, in 
niggod, blooilstuiiied, muddy khaki. "I'liesn 
tho sittin^'-up cases, nearly all with heads baiida;^ed nr 
arms in slings. 

Just near the ciock gates tho liospital train met 
another equally long train coming in, aind packed from 
end to end witli fresh troops bound out fi>r Kranm 
from some Knglish depot (!amp. Kafdi of its wimlous, 
framed not one, but two or I hreo mcni in khaki, red, 
lusty faces, well sim-browned, looking out over the 
<‘loso-croppod heads of their mates ; full of eager curiosit \- 
and expectation and fresh clean robustness. 

For 50 yanks or so, and at a foot |jace, tlu^ two con- 
trasting trains of King (Icorge’s soldiers glaltnl >i<le b\ 
side in an uncanny silence. 

Tho writer watched tlunn from an o(li<-f‘ window 
overhead, and could plainly see in th<‘ faces of the 
untried troops tlieir eager interest, their ])rofonn<l 
respect for their comradt*s who had been tried. A 
strange, dumb kind of proinisi* shone ont from many ot 
(he eyes in those fresh faces. 'Phe assured ])ride, the 
easy fearlessness of tho man who has proved himself 
in tho very teeth of ileath ; this was marked in the 
fjices of the w’oimded. Hut no man spoke a word. 
Silent and inarticulate, the mau to he trieil gazed into 
(ho facrc^s of tho men tried as they were earrietl past. 

Stiddenly then, in a ratlmr quavering voice, most 
singularly vibrant with emotion, a v<‘rv young laiuM^* 
corporal, wliose right arm was in a white sling, and 
whoso lu‘ad was swathed in bamluges, *<Tiod out, in 
all the .sunny silen(*<» : 

“ Are w(i downhearted ? ” 

.\nd then tlm tension sua[)pcd. It MMancsl tlnit 
hundr'Mls t)f th<vso brave h'llows -coming home aial 
going <nit -heaved long sighs. All liad wanted to 
give ex[>ression to ( lu' pf)W'erftjl emotion'' iu'.pinsl 
by tho chaiK^e juxt apo.'.ition of thos<‘ (wo trains; a,n«l 
none had knowni how'. H(>re was a way. 'The mii''i«* 
of the roar whieh rost* now fr<»m thee.ibined hiin<ln‘ds of 
both trains was .something i«) jjciu'tratc' (be vitals «)f a 
Hritoii ; to tom*h with magii* of some kiml the least 
impressionable mind in all thi.s realm, d'hose wonderful 
rising and falling waves of soun«l f sha.Ii nev<‘r forget. 
It was only when the two trains wcri' di\ id<*d by a gap 
o{ fully 2t)b yards (bat (be music, of it dictl jiway, sbjwly 
ill tho soft .summer air. 

I ticidt'nts like tlii.s slioweci the spirit of tho 
New Army. 

The progress of the Allies to duly 12 luwl 
heen considerable and contiiinous. It had also, 
in eontrast with earlier o]M>rations, heen carried 
t»ut with losses whieh, npon tho whole, may l>e 
<h‘serihed as comparatively small. Kor this 
th(»re were three reasons. In th(» first jdaee 
the cooperation between <h<‘ tirtillery and 
infantry already deserilted bad bix-omt* more 
and more perft'et as tite fighting went on. 
Secondly, the aircraft had l)eeome tlie elo.se 
allies of botli the foot soldiers and the guns, 
d'hirdly, tlie oporation.s of the Allies were eurc' 
fully and skilfully planned, tind fully fidapt<'d 
to meet the situation. The iiitimab^ relation- 
ship between tlie artillery and infantry was not 
only shown in the way the artillery jirejiart'd 
for the advance of the infantry, but even more 
in the absolute \inison of effort between tin* 
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gunners and fhe infantry during thi‘ attack. 
The })ositions of theOerman guns wen* known 
by means of the aircraft ohsi‘rvat ions a.!nl tliey 
were carefully battered, rt*duciug many of them 
to .silenet' and always dinunishing tin* va-hu* 
of their fire. While this was the task nf part 
of the Allied artillery, tlie rest overwhelmed 
the trenelu's with a fin* of great severity so tiuit 
they could liardly he maniu'd. Tlu' guns also 
put a harrier of fin'IxJjind f In* jiosit iou attaekt'd, 
to priwaait. reinforcements (xaning u]) to the 
t lirt'ateneil pf)int.s, to k«*i*p down eountta* 
attacks and protect tlie flanks of the attacking 
units. Step by sti'p, as tin* infantry advanced, 
the artillery ehangi'd its target to suit the 
situat ion. 

The T lying (.k^rjis had, as tln^ w’ar pi’()gn\s.s(*d, 
taken a constantly increasing share in tin* 
operations. In tln^ first place tin* Imldness of 
thcM*r flights had enormonsly impres.sed th<* 
(Jerman airmen. The latter could no longer 
roam nv<*r tin* llritish hues, whili* ours con- 
stantly w(*nf ov«*r th(* (ha’man, homhing impor* 
tant points. dt*stroying st<»r<*s a.nd supjilies, 
railw ay st at ions and railw ay i rains, even coming 
<lown to low allilud(‘s and using tin'ir machine- 
guns ill support of our intanlr\' at lacks, 'rin* 
proof of fin* aut|neity of our Ilyt'rs was el(*arly 
shown by the inen‘a.siug numh(‘rs cj' ea.sualti(*s 
among tln*m. tln'se lossi‘s had ht'(‘n 

justirnHl and mon* than justifiid by t-ln* gains. 
Tln'v hatl blinded tht* ein'iuy's oh.s(*r\'ers a.nd 
iner(*aseil tin* rangi* of tln‘ir own observations. 

I Tow their activities wt'n* rt'ganltMl by the 
enemy may he surmised from the- stali*m(‘iit. 
of a (Jerman j)riso!n*r d(‘seril)iug the homhard- 
un*ni of »8t. Queutiii on .Inly Hi: 

-\( (l:c cinl <if .luiic (be 22nfl Jtc’MTve ))ivisioii, to 
’.vhich my attacb(*«l, was sent (»> rest, 

ill tin* neiL'hboiirliood iS(^. Qiieiifi*). An mder eaiin* 
to us on July lf> to proceed (o tho Soinitte Ironl. About 
tliree o’clock in the alternoon the lir-t hatinlion of 
(lie 7I.s(. 3te.sf*rvo Hegimenl and the llth lle.servi* 
Hattiilioii of Jaeger.s were ir. *S(. Client in Station ready 
to entrain. We hud ])laeed our arms *ind eipiipinent 
in (he carriugi"’. 

At this nn^anent son •• Hritisl* ae roplanes iqipeared 
and (Iroppeil homh.s. Oie* fell en a building fiiM of 
ammiinitio::: and eanserl a vii>l(‘nt evpiosion. 'riiere 
Mere 2(H) ammunition W'ugfms in the -.(at ion ami (iO 
eNpIod<sl. 'Tin* rt*iMiiiider were only saved with ilitli- 
eulty. 

'I'be train wbieb was to have earned (be t rof>p.s, 
togc'ther with nil the eijuifiineiit and baggage, was 
destroyecl, in arlditifui to a large (plant ity of war material 
•stored on (he platforin.s. 'rh<? in'*n. se:’/(*d witli ]ianie, 
(led ill ail diieetioiis. A luindred men of (he 71st 
Kegiment and SO men of the llth .Ta(‘gera were killed 
or wounded. It w'as not liei’oro .s(*veral hours that 
it was po.ssible to n'as-f'mhlo the liattalioii of tho 71st 
Hegiii'ent, whieh Mas sent to re^'t, and the ne.xt day it 
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fnlraitiod at niiothor "^(ation in nrdtT 1o bo oMlirclv 
r<‘-oqiiippo(l. Af(or\rards tho battalion was sont lo 
iN'rofirio, wlioro it w i»i ro>orv(i Ix'foro ijoinir 

into action. 

"rh(^ <*n(Mny’s litul boeii Uioroitglily 

tb)iiiiriat(j(l, iloft^atod continuously in combat 
and they began to tin])n*ci.‘it(‘ tlin TTndibrastic 
>!!,> ing : 

Me ulio fii^hts anil runs away 
May livo to figlit anotlicr day. 

Milt be vvbo is in battlo slain 
Will never live to fi;.dd. again. 

'^riie (JcM'jiian airman’s oy)inion of imr airnion 
is well shown })y the following incitlent ndaled 
hy a in<‘mber of our Flying (Jorps : 

“ iJid r toll yon Mu‘ Huns dropp<'d a nole 
yesterday, ‘ l*leas<^ give your bloody Flying 
Corps a r<\st ’ ? \\'<* give f Innii no peace now, 

and w(i do ofb'nsixe patrols np ji.iid down th<‘ir 
lin<‘s.’’ 

Crude in form, but gnipliie. 

'^riie Gormans bad tle\^ot(‘d mneli time to 
iinj)roving their scMiOiid lino of d(*foiic(% wbieli 
was threaten(‘d by the impc'nding attack. 
One of tJi(‘ir divisional orders of tli(5 (‘arly ])art 
of July which wiis found by our troo[)s ran : 
“The conversion of villages into strong points 
is of the greatest import anets. Such villages 
are l\)/.i6r('s, (^nitalmaison, Ba/x*ntin-le-Pctit, 
Razf'nt in-l(‘-( Jrand and Longueval.” Contal- 


inaison was lost, but the other \’ilbiges mentioned 
ill the order were still held. 

'J’ho working partitas of soldiers had been 
strengthenfjd by forced labour and French and 
Belgian men, and women too, had been com- 
pelled to work at defences from wlu’ch their 
eoimtryineii wen^ to be shot dmvn. 

The first advance, although eonsiderabk' in 
extent and still more considerabki in tho moral 
( ttect it had pn)ducod on tlie German soldiers, 
liad had little or no innueneo on tho average 
German eiti/t'ii not in immediate contact with 
the fighting line. 'J’his was due to the alw^ays 
garbled and often mondaeioiis accounts given 
in the German new spapers. Tims the Kolnwche 
VolkszcituHg of July 1 J published tho following 
remarks : 

Not^vithstaiiding that tho battle was very severe — 
for the tiiiemy attacked in very groat sujioriority and 
tho individual Fiiglishtnaii is a bravo and resolute 
man — our relatively weak infantry has performed 
buperhuman deeds and inllictod losses nii tho enemy 
which ho will romoinber. . . . As is natural in a brave 
army, Ihitisfi lossi's iu oflloors are also very great, 
but some educated ones whn are able to form an idea 
<»f tho war said “that cannot hinder us from making 
over-renewed atlemj)ls to vanquish the (lermans,” 
for tlie liopes of their whole country are bound uj) witli 
this thouglit. 

Serious as every Cerinan boc.uui* in spirit wJien we 
Jiarnt that tlie armed millions of Die Kntente were 
rushing on us in storm attack on all fronts, tliat tlie 
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ON A BOMBING KXPKDITION. 

A l•■rench aeroplane photo<raphed from another aeroplane while in full flliShl above the clouds. 


llii>v.Miitis soiitrlit to overwhelm the weak plac.os on our 
East front with thoir rajisses, that the Austrian^ had 
retired in Italy, and that the Anglo-Froncli flood 
Hwolled lip against us in the West, the course of ovonts 
lnis hitherto shown that in this greatest, most iniglitv 
moment of the great war our enemies' plana have txsui 
brought to naught by the atedfastnoss, joyful s«-If. 
Hafi-iliee, and conseious strength of our nation in arms. 
They fell on us simultaneously in order that we should 
not throw our troops like shuttles on threatened poiiit.- 
— now East, now West, fl’hiiigs have gone all right 
witliout that. lniperiv|ial)le is the hen)i*^iu ot Ihe-.e 
great days. 

Alfred Dttiinbilsc.h, who 
wounded on the Soirune, gave a description in 
the Vossische Zcihing of the Allies’ tactics in 
thoir present offensive. He described the 
various weapons introduced during tlio war, 
such as liquid fire throwers, gas attacks, uiul 
submarines, and altogether gtive ti good idea, 
from the (German point of view of the British 
and French operations : 

,.n this rospiHit the present. Froiu-h and Uiili'^li offen- 
sive is the last word. The aim of any f»fT<?iisivo in 
modoru wartaro is the destruction of tlu^ enemy. Thi- 
IS the ohje<!t of tho present otfonsivo, Mio idea being to 
enclose us in a tactical ring by siinull aiicous bom- 
bardmfMit with long-range gun.s from the front and 
tho rear. Accordingly tho greedy lieast began ••uliuu 
at the back lines of the Gorman front. Fir.-i of all 
our third and second trenches wore inccs.santly hom- 
bardod, mostly by heavy artillery, of which the enemy 
hsul concentrated iinprecodontod masso.s in the sector 


of attack. It wa.s dug-outs which had to bo battered 
down, so that at tho moment of asHault all tho defeuderH, 
except a few survivors, and all tho machine-guns 
might bo buried. Our second and third trencliivs 
were bombarded in order to fircvcnt our bringing 
up rf'.siTvos. For tlin same rofuson all the coinmiiniea- 
I ion t rem’lios loading from the rear to tho front [losition 
were kept Under incessant fire. On the Soinmo every 
Olio of our columns had a good communication trench 
whii'h led from the lieadi|uarlers of tlu' liatl iilion to the 
front trench. 

IJiit the attack against our front I rorn t he re.ar extended 
still further. All the main and side roiids and all the 
cross-roails were kept under fire so that approaching 
troops, munitions, supplies, and jirovisioris liad to pa.ss 
through several linos of fire. Uornbarding villagoH 
and pliwes behind the front where the vuriou.s roservos 
are sujipiisod to bo cpiarterod is an old trick of the 
British and French, but this time tho principle was 
carried out morn consistently anil recklessly than 
over. All places u]> to a distatiee ef 10 miles behind the 
front were brought under ineossant. lu'avy artillery 
bombardment, which often started actual fires, thanks 
to the iriceiuliary sli*‘lls used by the enemy. 

Tho battering down of our lulviimred trenches was 
almost exclusively Ndt to the heavy artillery and 
inmeh mortars, especially the latter. 'J’lio French have 
made great imiiroxcmonts in this weapon lately. For 
the destrm tion of our t renches t hoy exclusively cmploycid 
those of the lieaviest calibre, and (hoy now throw their 
minc.s with greater aecuraey and over longer ranges 
than formerly. Oyiposito rny company not fewf*r 
than six mortars were placed. 'I’hcy were worked 
uninterruptedly, throwing hundreils of aerial torpedoes 
on our position from tho first to the third trenches. 
Tliey tore up our wire obstiwles from the ground, poles 
ami ail, and threw them all over the place, crushing 
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the (luj'-uiiU if thoy foil on Ihoin, nnd <]Mniayinti the 
troiichos. In a very short- time great portions of our 
tronohos ha<l boon flattened out, paiffly burying th<*ir 
ooeupafit<?. This fire lasted for sovon <tays, and finally 
there oaino a gas attaclc. also of an improV(‘d kiiul. 

Althougli the olTensiv<‘ was made by gn‘at inasM*s 
of infantry and had Ln'en prepared with all the latest 
improvements of tlio seieiico rif war, the alfempl to 
f»reak our line eomplotely f'i.ilt‘d. f)ur front is no longer 
III any dangtn-. 'L’liongh the attai*ks -till c«mtinn<' wo 
iiro prejiiwrtjd to in ‘ot them. Mn'i'ii to-day, when war 
i.s so largely a mil tor tjf ina'hanie.al eont rivanei's, the 
old truth still liolds goo I that in the long run it is 
always the men who a,ri» the <loc*iding faeier. 

'The (loopost imi)ri5.s.sion loft on mo wa'^ not a h'eling 
of horror and torror in fa'*o of these gigantic forces ot 
dostruotion, but an um;e:ising admiration for iny 
own men. Young recruits who had just, eome into the 
field from lioin *, fro.sli tw(*nf y-year old boys, behaved 
in this catastrophe ploughing and tliundering as if 
they had spruit all their life in such surroundings, and 
it .s partly thanks to them that the older married men 
also stoo<l the test .si» \\<*11. 

duly Id liatl i>nf*n iiiu'vt'ntfiil, iiiaiiily g:i\«ui 
u|) to tdu' pr(*|)a.riiti(>iis for tlic advanoo pro- 
jooti'd for iioxt day. l^iit thrn* was foosidor- 
ablo artillory aftivity on both .sidos and soiuo 
infantry fighting by whicli wo iiiado appro- 
cial)lt‘ advances at various pinnts, in addition to 
wbi(‘,h wo (*ai>turod son to Con nan howitzers wdth 
an approciablo supply of aininunilion. South 
cf Vpros and also of 1 bo La Hassoc Canal raids 
on our IrtMudu's attoinptt'd by the oiuMiiy wero 
easily driven l)a(*k. 

ddie stratogio position on tliis date was as 


follows. The left wing of the Allies from 
Goinmecourt southwards to the Ancre had 
made little progress. The centre, between the 
Aiic*re and t lie Somme, had carried the tmemy’s 
front-lino and parts of his second-line position. 
South of tho Somme tho right wing of the 
Allied lino formed by tho French who were on 
the left bank of the river had jjushed into tho 
loop of the Somme and was almost at the gates 
of Peronno, thus menacing the communica- 
tions of tla^ Germans behind their lino of 
trendies. 

The Army Corps engaged at the beginning 
of tho Battle of tho Somme wero stated in 
CIiapt(‘r CLl., pages 489-90. Subsequently there 
were brought into front line the Second Army 
Corps (Lieut.-Gen. C. W. Jacob, C.B.), which 
uitiinatc'ly took Thiepval, and, as will be seen 
lati*r, tho First Anzac (^orps (Tdeut.-Gon. Sir 
\\'illiam R. Birdw'ood, K.C.S.T., K.C.M.G.). 

The diflieulties in tlie path of Haig and Foch 
w ill be tho better apiireciated when it is remem- 
bered that, und(‘r stiiHewhat analogous circum- 
stances, tho Kaiser and Falkeiihayn had failed 
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ANZACS ON THE WESTERN FRONT. 
Within the Australian lines* 
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to pierce the Allied lino in the First Rattle ot 
Flanders, although it had not been siipportcHl 
with any but the slightest trench work. 
retjontly the Cermans had failed before^ the 
elaborate defences of tlic French at Verdun. 
Yet the British and French, undismayed by the 
formidable character of the w orks th(\y had to 
attack, proposed to pierce them, relying on th<* 
capjuiity of their troops and the greatly in- 
creased artillery at their disposal. Ry th(*ir 
efforts during the first twelve days r>f July 
considerable progress had been made, and t hey 
were now'^ ready to continue the pressure forward 
to gain more ground towards the Thie])val- 
Longueval side. 

The next step forward, therefore, was t ou ards 
Contalinaison, the tw’o Bazentins, Longueval, 
Dclvillo Wood and Waterlot Farm. 

The night of tho 13th was very w’arm an<l 
calm. Clouds obscured tho sky, but through 
them the moon and occasional stars were at 
times visible. Suddenly an arc of flame ap- 
peared on the horizon from Contalinaison X’illa 
to Waterlot Farm. An answering ring of fire 
round our trenches was the immediate reply 
ot the Germans, and the deafening combat of 
the two artilleries began. 


Tho region of OvilhTs la Roisselh? also was 
so dost'd w’ith sh<*lls as to give it tho appearancjc 
of a volcano in eruption. wJiik^, far off on tho 
right, a fainter curve of flanu^ show»Ml tliat tho 
b'rench artillerymen were', busy. 

About 3 a.m. on the 14fJi t he moon s(*.t, ami a 
faint light from the east eri‘pt over the baR N*- 
li(‘ld. Half an hour lafer tho illumination from 
the explosion of our shells somewhat died down. 
Our fire was being lifted and only tlie (krman 
artillery continu(‘d firing. The monu*nt had 
t'omo for the ifritish movf^im'nt, and the men 
ix.npocl out of tlieir trenchers and movc'd steadily 
forward to assault tho German position. 

At 4 a.m. aeroplanes mount(*d into the air, and 
kite balloons ascended through the low hanging 
clouds. 

Ten minutes later a re<l glow at the edge of 
Delviik^ Wood, from wliieh flames shot- up, indi- 
cated that ammunition stores and “ dumps ’’ 
in J.,ongueval had been sf‘t on i\ro. Demse 
clouds of smoke, rent in ])laces by the blast of 
bursting shells, rolled over tin' ground. 

As the lYones VV'ood extended south of the 
British right it had, of eourse, to he taken. 
So long as it remained in (ka-man hand 
Longueval, if captured, could he attaiiked by 
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the enemy from below, and it would also be 
difficult to reduce Waterlot Farm and O ui Ho- 
mo nt. 

Out of the Bernafay Wood and from south 
and east of it the English infantry, which 
included men of Sussex, dashed forward. 
Machine-gun firo forced them to crawl forward 
on their hands and knees to ap[)roach the 
enemy lino. In groups of two or three they 
slowly got to the edge of the tangled hea]) of 
felled trees which now constituted Tr^^nos 
Wood oixd set about turning out its defenders. 
While thus engaged some of our men lu'ard 
shouts in English from ahead of them. Tliey 
came from a handful of West Kents who, with 
some Lewis guns, ha<i been maintaining thoin- 
solves on the eastern edge of the wood, which 
tlioy liad entered two days before. Separated 
from our linos by a barrage of shells, they and 
their captain had dug tlieinselves in, captured 
35 prisoners and put out of action some 150 
Germans. Aided by this heroic band, our 
troops step by step drove the Oermans from the 
whole wood, and by 9 ]).m. Sir Douglas Haig 
was able to report that the Troiu's Wood was 
at last entirely in our possession. 

Fi’om the Bernafay Wood and the trc'nches 
north and east of Montauban a body of 
Highlanders, preceded by pipers playing “ The 
Campbells are Coming,” crossed tho 1,200 yards 
of **No Man’s Land.” ITiuler heavy shell and 
iiuxchine-gun fire, and amidst tho smoke created 
by German smoke -bombs, they charged for tlu' 
blazing wood-(‘ncireled ruins of the village. 
They wero following, as it w(*ro, at tho lieels of 
a lino of bursting shells discharged by the British 
gunners on tho German first-lino trenches in 
front of Longuoval. What tho shells had not 
accomplished, tho bombs and bayonets of the 
Scots now acliioved. 

Forcing their way into tho dug-outs, they 
accounted for most of tho defend(;rs who had 
escaped shrapnel and high explosive. Tiie few 
who escaped ran off panic-stricken. 

Our gims were now dealing with tlie, second 
of the enemy’s trenches ; then once more they 
lifted and tho scene was repeated. Ono-tliird 
of this trench ran through Long ueval itself, and 
the fighting which ensued was partly in Die 
village. From a dug-out sprang a German 
officer, an axe in his hand. “ I surrender.’* lie 
cried in English to a kilted sergeixnt, at wliom, 
however, he treacherously aimed a blow. The 
ftim missed the head of the sergeant, wlu) 
promptly bayoneted him. From one building 
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six mitrailleuses continued firing until it was 
entered and the Germans bombed. Down in 
tho cellars of Dio house tlie Germans fought 
with tho desperate courage of trapped animals. 

Where the village joins on Delville Wood a 
redoubt with two field-guns and several 
machine-guns had been built. There tho 
fighting was especially sevt'iv. Beinforcements 
were hurried through tlie enemy’s barrage of 
shells, and, after their arrival, the Highlanders 
entrenched themselves on a line running (Nxst- 
ward through tho top of tho village, across the 
souDi-wost corner of Delville Wood, then south 
hy tho western edg<5 of Waterlot Farm to 
'rrones Wood, vvdiere they conneeted up with 
the English infantry. Tlie redoubt, with its 
field-guns, had not been captured, but. a eouiiter- 
attaek of tho enemy had lu'en n*pulsed. 

Upon the Highlanders desct'iided a very 
deluge of projectiles. An officer and liis ordcTly 
wer<^ hit hy tho shrapnc'l. A few moiiu'iil s later 
four gas shells burst hard hy tho w'oiinded men. 
Tho ofTieer may be left to t«*ll what followinl : 

I IritHl to inov'O, hut tho shmp. hud gut nw in tho 
right thigh rathor badly, and, ajmrt. fruin that, 1 folt 
all tho sap trickling out of mo as 1 broHth»)d in the gu'*. 
It wus Hko struggling against chloroform, and tho 
liwt thing 1 romornbor was fooling that sloop and stillno.s.'i 
wero best. I should have slept all right, and boon lioad 
in a very fow rniiuJIos. YouM novor guess whom 1 
lU'Kt found mysolf. I was wodgod in tlio forkod braiichos 
of a littlo troo, on tho highest grouml near, and on tho 
ground below rao was my orderly, \im;onsci<mH, ami 
bleeding a good »ieal from tht‘ fh'sh wouiuls in his arms 
ami shonklors tViat he’d got from tho samu slirap. thnt 
hit tlie rest of us. 

'riiat littlo chap had enrriod mo 300 yanl.'*, ovmt the 
roughest sort of going, with any number fif bullet, -i 
Hying round, and himself running blood from half a 
d()/.oii He.sh wounds, lloM bec^n taught, you sim', to 
mako for high ground when gas was about, s<i befom 
lie fainteil lu*’d plaiitod mo in that little tre«5. 1 Inw 
he managed it 1 can’t think, bi'causo I must he nearly 
twiee his weight, and he’s small all rounil except 
ill tho matter of his heart. 1 guoss that’s something 
over standard in si/.f» and (puility. 

Yes, lio’s all right now, thank goodness. His woumls 
wero noiio of them serious —splint its, you know, and 
ho might havo boon doetorod on the other side ; but 
I spov'-'ially askod if ho might como ae,ross with mo, ami 
he’s lii'ro now, on this ship. I want to go ami seo 
his people witli lum when I can got about again ; and 
I mean ti> .seo liis old omployor, too, ami let, him know 

what .sort of a man ho’s got in J . Ho gave up a job 

ill which ho was oarnirig £.3 IHs. a \\ef*k, ami joimsl op 
heioro tho end of August, 1^14. His grasp of the thn*o 
It’s is protty weak. JIo tolls mo he never used to rend 
rvoii tho papers, oxoopt to get a bit of nows about, eouis- 
iiig. Ho’.s gf^t a wifo ami threo kills at home, ami when 
ho joinod ho had to givo up whippets tliat \\ere moro 
t <3 liim than his stable is to any owner of a string of 
nii*chorsf‘s. 

We 3^cnt out to Fram:o in May, UHa, ami J 

has beim oiico homo on leave. All tho rc.'-t of tho lima 
lie’s boon in and out of trendies with mo, and niidor 
firo most of tho time. Jlo*.s novor known wIkto hia 
noxt int'al’.s coining from, an<l an onlerly of mine has 
(\ pretty thill tirno in tho raattor of sloop, 1 can toll 



9C 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


you ; for I’rn up and down tlio trenehe^* all night, and 
ovor tho parapet a good deal, looking after wiring 
job'^ and that sort of thing. That chap’s c-nrricd his 
life in his hand all tht* time, and never known as much 
comfort in the last It months as the average working 
man in Knglan<l g<*ts ev<‘ry flay f>f his life. JIo was due 
fop If^avo before this Push, an<l imleod ho was recalled 
from tho railway station wlien leave was stopp<sl. 
Hut nof>ody’s over hear.l him utter a word of I'orn- 
plaint ; two in tin* morning f»r twtj in the iifternoon 
I've found him always tho siuno smart, elieery, willing 
scjMier, all tin* time, and always with c>yes in (Iuj back f»f 
fiis bead. 

I wish y<»M cf)uld tell tlie people hero at homo about 
mcMi like .1 T tell you this New Army of ours 

is full of them, tfo hardly knew wluit f was talking 
about when I tried to thank him for wduit he had done 
for me aiul j^raisod liiin a bit for his gen<‘ral behaviour. 
Ilonostly, you could see he woiulerfsl what T was gedting 
at ; half suspc'etfsl I was eliipi>iue him. Jlo was just 
floing his job. Of eoiirsf*, he floes his job, 'J’hat's tho 
W’ay hfi lof)ks at it ; that’s tbo way nil iny lads look at 
it. Mnkfisyofi tliiidc a bit, doesn’t it, when yf)u remember 
they none of them knew anything about, soldiering a 

coiiplo of years ago ; and, mark you, nobody told J 

ho was to f'nlist. or ouglit to enlist.. 

1 oftfiU used to wfuifier what our eha.[>.s tliought out 
there, when thf\y got hold of a newspaper, in billots, 
and road about conseit'iilious objoetors and objectors 
wtio haven’t any eonseienee. Qu<*er position, isn’t it, 
when you cointi ti> think of it? IMind, I’m luit talking 
about tho fow genuitH^ eranks, or whatever you rail 
thorn. I’m talking about ehaps who never ludifivtsi in 
anything much, except tho main chan<!<'i, and having a 
goofi tiinr.. 

Aiul what about tho exorni>tions ? Why in the 
iiaruo ot oomnion justice shouhl exemption be given to 
eligible men who hav'o stayed in the background for 
2(1 months, wdiilo rnon, often Ics^, eligible, have boon 


facing death to protect them all that time ? These 
exfunptions and ablc-bodio<l e.hap.s going round after 
soft jobs ill the rear — the toleration tif them is an 
insult to men like iny orderly ; and the voluntarily 
enlisted Now Annies are made up of )iis sort. 

Towards niglitfall the Higlilandors stormed 
tho redoubt, but the field -guns had been with- 
drawn by tlie Germans. Trones Wood, Ijonguc?- 
val and the southern outskirts of Delvilio Wood 
were won. 

The; tw’o enemy trendies (converging out- 
wards in tlie centre) betwi'cn I.«ongiieval and 
J3azentin-lt‘-GraTid had, ex(*(‘[)t in the middle, 
bec!ii stripped of tJu‘ii* Inirbed-wire entangle- 
ments. A shallow' road in front affordc'd some 
prot.octioii to the assailant. Onr troops rapidly 
earried the eastiuii and western ends of the 
trendies. In the centre the uncut wire and 
six madiine-gniis held up tho advance. The 
German garrison was now attacked by a 
Scottish regimt'nt from the din*ction of Ijoiigne- 
val. Onr men dropped into tlie trem^lu^s and 
bombed t he madiine-guiis ; and soon the whole 
of the trenches from Longneval to Ba'zent in-lc- 
( Jrand were oecaipied by the British. 

Bazentin-le-( Jrand liad in the last twenty 
minutes of th(' bombardment received no less 
than 2,000 shells. Tt had been pulverized, and 
the few' Germans left offered little resistance to 



O^cia' Photograph. 

A HIGHLAND REGIMENT ON ITS WAY TO THE TRENCHES. 
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f id I P/tofof^ra phs» 

IN A FRONT-LINE TRENCH. 

A Lewis ^un in action. 

C^ircle picture : Machine-jSunners, wearing >5«s- 
lielmctSy firinj< a^'^inst a (jerman trench. 

tlie Irish attacking it. In a largo o(‘llar niulor 
one*, farm a (umsidorahlc' immlxT of (h'rman 
woundod worn takoii. Somt^ lieavy how itzi'r*^ 
4dso W'oro sooured. 

From 13azoritin-h»-Clraiid westwards a troiioh 
/igzaggt^d round the exterior of Ihizenf in-le- 
<Jrand Wood to Bazentin-k*- Petit. 'Two belts 
of wire t‘iitanglem(‘nts were in front of tin' tre<'s. 
A s(^eond trench, liiO yards back, with a. w in^- 
entanglement })efore it, ran through the middle 
of the Wood and in front of Bazentin-h* I’etit. 
ibit the British bombanhnent liad o]>1it<‘rate<l 
trenches and entanglements. At 4 u.m. our 
troops on the right imtered the Wood anil began 
to clear it of machine-gunners and snipers, 
vsoine of w'hom were ensconced in the tops of 
trees. To their left, a little after I a.m., IrisJi 
anil other troops forced their way into Bazentin- 
lc-Pe(it, now reduced to a mass of battered 
ruins. 

A captain wdio was engaged in the ca[»ture of 
this village gave the following picturesque 
account of the fighting there : 

I lost touch with my follows, after T got popporetl in 
the thigh, in the beginning of the village fighting. But 
tny orderly stayed with me, and we did a bit of amateur 



lir-t aid. \VV* drossfMi u horiilx'r mimI f\vi» ullin- 
ricif t»l iny battalion, in cpjitr pr'ob'ssioinil ^lyln. 'I'ln* 
ImintM'i* still Inid s<>vcn bombs, and (be o(b<‘i's had rillcs 
and bayon<‘ts, aixl I Jiad my n-volvar iukI Irctx b dagger, 
r-o as thcTi* WHS still a g«»od bit <d‘ kick in iis we starU'cl 
on 1 lie prowl. The, honiher wu"^^ a sportsman. 'There was 
«>ne phiee where \m‘ could sisi a Boehe mneinne-gnn 
section at work in tin* cellar of what liad ln'cn a e«>l(ugt'. 
'There iviis nothing hd’t but cellar Ibcn. 'Tlx^ rc-.| wa 
level with the ground. 'There imist have been twelve or 
itoetn at gn bobbi irl <ln 

yon understand, as they wantcfl <*over. W'e crawled on 
and on till we were no more than t windy |)accs on their 
left tiank, vvdnltj they w«*re blazing away like one o’eloek, 
(piurter right, at onr ebaps. Our bomber was nitbur 
ba<lly woimtlod in his hdt shoulder. Imt lie hovvltsl w'«‘ll 
with his right, 1 can tell you. He. lohlusl two ht'autic^ 
right on the Boeho typewriter. 'Th<*y scanned to put th« 
gun out of action all right, hut for some reason 1 never 
shall understand they only killed one man of the bunch 
and wounded a couple of others. And just tlien four or 
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Vivr rnoro Hot-ht's <*amo scuttling into that ccllitr from 
soinowluTO in roar, so thoro tlioy woro as tliick as boos. 
Would they surronclor ? I thought IM try tliom. 
“ CJorne on, Ia<l ; vve’vo got ’orn ! ’* I slioiitcd ; an<l, ti> 
Iho Bochos. “ ITands up!** Tlioso Bochcs droppi'd 
their riflcM as though thoir luinds burned. Up went their 
hands, all exc ept one oliap, a sergeant, and he let fly at 
m<?. But I dueked. It was the funniest thing, ^'ho 
sergeant was a soldier, all right. Tfcj was cursing his 
men for all ho was worth, and as ho cursed the habit of 
disci])h‘r»e told, and the B«jeh«*s x^iekod uj) tlus'r rifles and 
stood on guard. Then the moment I showtsl up again 
down go(\s ov'ory rifle*, up go all the liands, iind the 
se rgeant lets fly once more. 'I’liey were like marionettes 
on wires, those J5oches ; iifi and down ufsiording as £ 
showed my hc>ad. Only one real man in tlio lot, you see. 
J5iit it sc'emed rcjugli luck for him to havo to be killed, 
becutuso ho was a inaii, so T gave the tip to my c ripples ; 
and wo made a chl'^h for that c-cillar, and wliile the rest 
of tho bunch wiv^ }>ailod up by my orderly" and tlie 
wounded hoinbcjr F fairly jumped on thej sergeant. I 
didti*t want him to noti<;c* rny right leg was pretty help- 
Icvss. so T (‘mbnuiod him round the nc?ck with one arm 
and shoved his cdiiii \ip with the either hand, while one* 
of my cTijiplcjs got his rifle ; and so wo got the? huncdi. 
Thoy’ro not hard to handle now, oneo you can gcit tFicsn 
away from their N.C.O.*8. As for tlic'ir oflieers, they 
secern to hci busy taking care of number onc> and kc'cping 
wc*ll to the rear. J liked that scu'gc'aiit, and ho made a 
regular doctcjr’s Jc^b of my leg for mo, bandaged it most 
iK'aiitifully, and got tuo t^f his men to take it in turns 
carrying mn on their backs on the way down to our 
dressing station. 

I5y 5.15(1 ii.in. tho whoh^ villago was in our 
liands, and though a few ruins in tho north of it 
worn rooovorod tcMuporarily by tho onoiny, by 


9 a.in. tho British, had dug thc'insolvos in on a 
lino wltich w(?nt through th(' ooinotory east of 
(lio villago to the cross-roads above Bazentin- 
lo-CJraiid. During tho aftornoon Ihoy pushed 
up the open slope under slioll and inac*hinc-giin 
fire and broke into High Wood, half of whioh 
thc'v secured. This aoliicveinent was acconi- 
paniotl by another gallant deed unexampled in 
tlic western theatre of war since October, 1014. 

A regiment of the Drti.goori Guards and fine 
of Deecan Horse had been ordered to follow u]> 
behind the assaulting infantry ready to take 
advantage of a sudden collapse of tho German 
forces. In the late aft(»rnoon detachments of 
these regiments proceeded amidst ilio wild 
elie<*ring of our infantry to the bottom of High 
Wood, and with sabie and lance charged tlie 
German infantry in some cornfields. Tho story 
of this extraordinary event, in wiiieh our horse- 
men were aided by maeliine-gun fire from c»iir 
aircraft, may well be told l^y an ofiieer of tho 
J>t‘ccan Horse engaged in it ; 

At 0.30 we startc'd our famous j'ido into tlici onciny 
eounlry, every now and then corning nndor hca\ y 
slic‘11 lire — shraiuiel and high explosive. No one can 
belic*vo, witlumt setdng, what a state; the ground is in ; 
thc*i*<* is not room for a tablc3-c;loth on any jmrt of the 
ground ilic'rc* without some part of it touching a shell 
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{Ol/nKil Fholoi^taph. 

INDIAN CAVALRY AMUR THKIR GHAR(JE. 


hole, so you can iinas^inn the re^iin<‘u( gnllopinj^ over it. 
jit full gallop, barbed wire — well <Mit by shell fin* -old 
trenche.s, deiid bodie.s, and en’ory sort of lying in 

every direetion. Words fail n\o to dt'serihe it. That 
was for about three miles ; th<‘ii full tilt <h)wn a steej> 
Imnk like the Haggard held, but steeper, into a v(‘ry 
famous valley, where tho shrapnel got worse, jjs we 
weiH' spotted by one of th<*ir sausag<' balloons. 'This 
wa.s soon driven clown by tho lire of our battorit‘s, whic-h 
just smothered it with .shrapnel. 

Horo we wont through our infantry, wlio cheered na 
ituully as wo galloped by, all Yvishing us luek. On we 
went, past, tho rc'mains of guns and ovc'.ry thing— tons of 
iirnmunitiou and abandoned material atnl dead Jluns 
*‘Vory whore ; and wo passed liero an cMiormons gnn thc-y 
laid loft behind, so really 1 sn|>pos(* it was wo whej took 
it. Wo wore under oovc'r here for lialf a mile, but smb 
dc'nly, e.oming out of the valley, nnc* had to turn .''hiirp 
to the right vip another little valley, aiul hero wo canu*. 
under torrifie, hut rather inaccurate, macliiiie-giui lire 
from two direotiema. I cMiiinot toll you anything about 
easualt/ioa, but it wa.s here my chestnut mare was killed. 
We wont about a milo up this valley, and then got some 
cover under a hank — by “ ^^o ” all thi.s time 1 rncwi llm 
regiment and onr Mritish regiment. Hero wo stoppcsl for 
ten minutes, and then wo got orders for i»nr scjuadron 
to go (jn as atlvanee guard in a certain direction. 

It w^as now about 7. .‘JO in the* ev'cning, and thercj wc'rc* 
24 aeroplanes hcjvoring over us, and ono monoj>lam* 
came down to al>o\ii 200 ft*et, aiul tired his inaehino-gnns 
on tho Huns just over us— going round and round — the 
liiiost .sight I have ev'or seen. Well, we moved ovit unch r 
a heavy fire, and gf)t on about half a mile*. During tln- 
udvance wcj rounded np eight prisoners, while boLwcen 
ns and tho British regiment, I euppo.se, we stuck with 
sword and lance about 40 of them —a glorious sight. 
Our men were splendid and didn’t want to take any 
I>risoners, but the.so eight liad chucked away their arms, 
no we couldn’t very well do them in. They were simply 
terrified, and one clung on to my leg and kept calling 
‘ l*ity ! Pity ! ” his oyes .starting out of his head. Poor 
devil, I pitied him, and wo sent him back to the 
regiment. 


We di.sincjuntod in a little hollow th(*n and went on 
b)ot through a damn good crop of whc'at full f»f .sln*ll 
hoh's and dead linns. Of eour.se, w<» ws're crec*jiing on 
onr tummies all the way, as the fire was vc‘ry hot. At 
last, aftc‘r going a quarter of a mile, wi* got to ih** fiat 
top of tln> hill, djffving tla*m before ns. ib're we had 
to stop, as the ground was In'ing swept by rille and 
ninchine-gxm tiro, and thc'y wc‘i*e now shc'lling ns hc'avily. 
Wc5 got onr Hotchkiss guns into action, and set to work. 
By crawling slowly forward wo got a field of tiro, and 
could see tho Jliins x)lainiy and a battery about half a 
inilc> aheiul. Wo plugged a few la're, and then it hap - 
pc^ncsl to got dark, and wo liad to retire about .'JOtt yaivh 
to a bettor po.sition and dig in for the* niglil. 'I’his uc* 
did idl right, tho Huns making a fc'ehle c*harge as we did 
it. L was alone at tlm lirntj with a iii»*.s.sagc', so 1 lot. lly 
round.^ at thcan with my revolver, and they all hi\ 
down ! liowovor, it was not a healthy spot, and 1 had 
to crawl hac'k, and rc'.joinod the scpiadron. Wo got onr 
hor.sfis, and eannj hack and rejoined tho regiment. DnC' 
shell landc'd in the middle of us a.s wo mounic'd ! 'rh<“-e 
tin hats are damn good ! ospcicinlly for .shra[>ncl. 

Wc'll, w'o got hack, and dug in likci hla/.es. 'J'hey 
inadc! tw'ci wc*nk attac’ks during tho night, and shellcHi 
11 -. all th«i time*, and tlio star shells they .sc*nt iq) all 
night wore like a firework display — a weird .sight. One 
IJoelie erawlc*d up to ono of our listening jiosts in the 
dark, and we shot him, lirought liim in, but ho diod 
soon after. We hung on there till 4 o’clock, j)nt up wire 
in front of us, aiul our battery helped us well. Infantry 
relievtid us tlieii ; they had ju.st got uj). You see, our 
j(»b was to push f)n as far a.s we eoiihl and liold the line 
t<j give “tho feet ’* time to get uji. So w'c did onr job 
all right. 

Wo then redo back — “hut iu)t the .'>ix hiindrrMl.' 
Wo were treated to tear shells on the way hack awful 
soro tm tho eyes, and my good ciicstnnt horse ha.s both 
eyes }ninge<l iip to-day. Saw more wonderful sight. s 
coining back. VV'^o got water in the valley we .*^turted 
from, and then rode on hack to this field, where we came 
first from our old camp. 'I’errible work to-<lay with the 
horsc.s, and going through their kite. The divi.sional 
general came round last night and <*ongral nlated ti.s. 
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WITH THE BRITISH ON THE SOMME. 
Bringing in the wounded across No Man’s Land. 


^Official Fnotograph, 
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WITH THE FRENCH ON THE SOMME. 
The cittter of a mine-explosion. 
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lOfflual rhotoguipfi. 

KRD CROSS MEN AT WORK. 

Carryinj* in wounded near Thifepval. 


ftnd to-djiy wo gt)t. <;(iiigrat iilat ion.- fmm the Army 
<yomman<i(^r. Of courso, wo arc all very ])u< k«*<| aiul 
prcuul. Wo slopt sound last night, C can fell you, on 
tho bare ground undor llio sky. Thank God, it is 
fino 1 

Moanvvhilo Bazont.in-le-L\d.iL Wood luid boon 
gaiiiod l)y tho British. Throngli it ran tho light 
railway line from Mamotz Wood and tliroo 
tronehos. It was dohnuh'd by nurnorons 
machine -guns and dug-ou(s, in one of which, 
40 ft. bolow tiifj ground, was th(> Colonel of tho 
Corman Olst Hogimont, who liad sworn to 
“stay in the wood to hold it to the last. Bt‘- 
twoon tho wood and the. Britisli a trench ran from 
50 to 75 yards in front of the trees, protected 
by two wire ontanghunents. Our artillery liad 
madti short work of trench and win' and our 
troops, suffering from inachino-giins in the 
vicinity of Contalmaison \Tlla, w<*re s])eedily 
scrambling into tho wood. Soon aft<.'r 7 a.in. 
they wore fit tho top tif it. Thrive hundred 
prisoners, ineluding tlio Colonel aforesaid, had 
been captured. I To liad realized his intent ion, 
but not in tho way he hopt'd. From tlie wood 
tlie troop.s on the right entered the toj) of 
Bazontin-lo-Petit, where 200 more prisoners 
wero secured. Away on tho left fierce struggU's 
went on round Contalmaison Villa. At night- 
fall our moil w(‘re north of it. and tho sun set on 
a great victory for British arms. Wo had 
broken back tho Gt^rrnan st'oond line of defc^iiee 
over a length of four miles and captured several 
strongly fortified localities. 


As fi young wounded ofiieer who took part 
in th(^ tighting of the 14th said : 

Wc all know it >vas Fimuco’s l>ay, mu I T can’t liwlp 
ihiiiking our cliaps borrowoH soincf hiug from our 
Froiioh Allies on l<^ritlay, as a sort ol tribute to tho 
Frciicb nation, 'rboy showcil a groat deal of tho sort 
of sparkling {Ian, tho rushing ihish and gallantry, whicli 
w't) liav'o coiao to assuciato with tho French troops; 
.in«l they badcod it all tho tiino with tlu'ir own inimitahlo 
doggednoss and steadily pusbful inditfcrcnc.r to onc^rny 
fire. 

A young second lioutoiuml , who ]ia.<l tiis right forearm 
badly smashed l>y a bomb in tho attack on Bazontin- 
lt*-Potit, mo^t gallantly led his platoon in tho storming 
t»f tho tiormau fn)nt trone.li tljf*re. A German bomb 
landed at liis foot, a few yards in front, of tho Boeho 
imnipet, when his platoon .sorgoant. and three of hia 
men worn close at hia elbows. Without an instant ’a 
hesitation (his young otfioer .sti>()ped, picked iip the 
bomb, and Jlung it baek tho Bocho trencli. It 
exploded when halfway botwoon himself and tho German 
trench, and iiirgo fragment of tliO spring and casing 
returned, booraenvng fashion, into the tlirowor’s arm. 
But his notion saved' soveral lives. Those details wore 
oxtraetod from tho platoon sergeant, who had a bullet 
Avouiid over tho left knoo. Tho olTicer himself was 
much too full of tho exploits of his men to say mucli of 
his own part in the affair. 

We’re protty keen on our French pals, ho said, in our 

battalion. We wt*ro down at , you know, alongside 

tho French, before ; and my fellows can parloy-vtio 
like one o’clock. Well, they all knew about ** France’s 
Day,” you know ; and “ La Bello France,” and ” Vivo 
Franeais,” were our cries on Friday. Must’ve puzzled 
tho Bocho quite a }>it, you know. No doubt Miistor 
Bocho tlid give a protty hot rocoptioii to the first twc) 
platoons and niiiio. There weren’t many men of mine 
reacliod their lino \mwoimded. But the splendid thing 
was that, excepting a few-— who’ll never move again 
(the boy’s voice* ilropped .sadly here) — excepting a few 
tho fellows wlui’d boon hit oamo on with* tho others. 
Some of them got there, yelling, with aa many as three 
separate bullet woiind.s ; and half of ’em at least jumped 
into that Boclic trench wdthout a weapon in their hands. 
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Thon was tho sight. I was out of it, so fur as fij^liting 
went ; but 1 saw it all : and nover saw anytliing liner 
in iny life. Never was such a splendid scrum ! 'I’hey 
took no more notice of Boche bayonets than if theyM 
been the spray of the sea — you know, when you're* 
running in at low tide, and it’s a bit parky, just at fir.*>t ; 
anti you’ro all shouting like tho devil, on kind of ^hurt 
breaths, bocaiiso it’s cohl. 

Well, as T say, tliey just jumped straight on those 
Bochos, and I ttjll you Iho Bochea fought well. And 
— here’s a point that struck me — tho Gormans fought 
well, w'ithout leadership. Devil a sign of an oirieor did 
I see. And T was in that line for a good many liours. 
No, I reckon th<‘ir oHlcers keep out of it all they can. 
Queer, isn’t it ? 1 don’t know what our men would 

make of it if wtJ did that sort of thing. 

To see those chaps of mine tackling the Boche with 
their bare liands was worth living for — or dying fur. 
It was meat and drink to mo. I'liey just tore their 
men down; and w'rcnchod their own rifles from t ln‘m. 
One big section commander of mine was just like a 
terrier with rats ; except that ho didn’t w's-it ftu* killing. 
Ho was too busy. Ho wont for his men like a blooming 
lamplighter ; smashed ’em down ; grabbed ’em by 
tho slack of the brooches and tlio neck, and chuckotl 
'em back over tho parapet, to roll <lown into the remains 
of their own wire. “ Fall in there ! Fall in ! ” he kepi 
yelling, and goodness alone knows what ho Tneant b\ 
it. But ho put them out of business all right, ami 
1 sort of rounded ’em up from the little i>hell-holc 
where T lay ; and in a way they did fall in, in a cluster, 
lying on the grouml. i'hoy wore docile enough ; 
ino.stly stunned ; and I’d my revolver in my loft hatnl. 
And then my lads cleaned out tho dug-outs, mostly using 
German bombs. Wo left nothing alive in that trench ; 
and T tlon’t believo tho Kaiser’s got a platoon in all 
his Prussian Guanl who could have lived in the fa<*'‘ <»t 
those chaps of mine, with tlieir bare hands, on Friday. 
It was a great do, was “ Fiance’s Day,” at Ba/A itlin ! 


The 14tli .Inly was tho IVti^ Day of (he Bo- 
juiblit*, tlio hinidrod and twrnty-si‘\ i‘iit h aimi- 
vorsary of tho Fall nf tho Dastillo, th<? (y])ioal 
ladwark oi (ho Aiicion Hogiinr, as lifo-crushing 
it Dovonuiu-ot as that nf Modrni J’russa. 
This ivnnivorsary had evor horn r.lchrat rd 
with oonsidorahlo fervour .siuro tlio institution 
of tho Third Ih'publio, and in Haris thi ro Im-d 
always boon a groat military sjn'otaoK*. \\ hih* 
tho Dritish and Fronoh Allii'd annit's Inul ht*on 
(•olobrating it by IVosh viotori»*s 
h,it tic, it u Its inarlcod h\' a spoof aoiilar inoidont 
which distingiiishod it from all othor [lasf 
occasinns. hVir tho first timo in hist<»ry sol- 
diors of ntlicr nations fri'sh from tin* hatflo 
liohl took part, in tlio oonanony, and thi'ii* 
prosonco was rightly inlorprotod by tho Fn'ia h 
|)t‘oplo as a. visihli! sign ompliasi/.ing tho plodg<* 
of tho Alliotl Powors to tight logidlu*!’ until 
eomploto victory should havo bccui paini'd o\or 
I oiitoiiic tyranny ; to toa.oh t ho Gorman pooplo 
tor all timo t hat ( ri‘at ios aro saorod. not scraps of 
pa,p(‘r to 1)0 t(>T*n up at will ; tlia-t. militarv 
brut alitv would Ix' stampi'd out, arid that, tho 
a.ttc'inptto ga.in tho hogomony of Fiiii’opo would 
ho replied to by crushing to tlii' ground tho 
st a.tt‘sni<‘n aial pc'oplc who insolontly dai’od to 
--ix'k it . 
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BRITISH TROOPS AT WORK BEHIND A SMOKE ATTACK. 
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It was indeed, a sol^Mim occasion, which spoke 
in direct and unmistakable terms to the whole 
world. The troops wore marshalled in alphabet i- 
cal order in accordance with diplomatic usage, 
the Belgian guesta leading, next the BritisJi 
(Grande Bretagne), followed by the Russian, 
and then the soldiers of France. A lh‘]gian 
band came first, followed by their infantry, then 
the machine-guns with their amiminilion carts 
and cyclists. Next came the Belgian standanl, 
received with deep emotion by the crowd, (*lost‘| y 
followed by a troop of Belgian lancers, all alike' 
received with sympathy. As the last of th<‘se* 
■ilod past the sound of flu* ]3ip(‘s broke on the 
ear. It was the band of the vSeots (hiards with 
their stalwart pipers at tlie heatl. Behind 
them came the representatives of tlie British 
Fmpire from Kngland, Scotland, India and tlie 
realms of Britain beyond the seas. (Jn'at was 
the welcome they received from the cheering 
crowd, from the enthusiastic girls who sliowerc'tl 
flow’crs on them or pressed them into th(‘ir 
hands. Next caiiio thi' Russians moving in 
sections of 16, the fine men making a great 
impression as they went by singing their 
marching songs. I.iast of all marched tlie honu* 
troops, the b<floved representatives of the 
nation in arms, with their bands playing airs 
which all the people knew^ the noble “ (Uiant du 
de]mrt,” which particularly appeals to Repub- 
lican France with its old memories, and tlu^ no 
less celebrated “ Mourir pour la Fatrie.” They 
hod a warm reception, which spoke straight 
from the hearts of the inultitiide and siiowed 
the love which France boars tow^ards her soldiers. 
Tow ards the end of the French procession came 
representatives of the French colonial troo})s 
from Africa and Asia, and last of all the 
Fusiliers Marins, those gallant troops wlio liad 
fonglit so bravely and lost so heavoly at ^'pres 
and Dixrnude. Their bravery recalled the 
regiment to which Napoleon gave tlu* ])rou<l 
titles of “ One against ten,” and of them France 
might also say as the Kmperor did of the :i*2nd : 

I had no anxiety ; 1 knew" the :i2nd wc*rc* 

there.” The reception givt'ii to the “ 7;Vs " 
w"as also great, for the people felt how' mu<*h 
they owed to the magnificent field guns which 
had played so great a part in the battle's. Nor 
must it be forgotten that if the uiatc'i’ial was 
gocjd, no less perfect was the seientilic training 
which had enabled the French artillerynic'Ti to 
get such great results from their weapons. 
They had set an example in the handling of 
guns which had been followed by all Furopc*. 


One of the most interi*sting sc'c'ncs in Paris 
was the bestowal })y the President of lionuurs 
which had been t'arned on the hattlc'fii'ld by 
fallen heroes, and were handc'd to thc'ir Ix'n'avt'd 
relations, to each of whom a cc'rtificatc' was 
given. 

The 14th of July was also kc'pt as a. day (if 
c-c‘rt‘inony in Knglaml and in the Dominions 
beyond the' st'as. (Jucm'ii Alc'xaiidra, who wes 
the' Patroiii'ss of tlie (’roix Rouge Franeaisc*, 
t'cniiite dc* Londrc's, had started a. movi'inent to 
raise' fuuds for the' hc'iie'lit of Freueh W'ounde'd. 
Ill a little' pape'r (*a.lle'd Fninrr, wliie'h ap- 
pearc'd spe'eially for the* day only, (he* feillowing 
m ‘ssage from lle'r Majesty was jirinte'd : 

'!\» that {^Infious iialion of Kranrc* \\ tiicli ha^^ f'lalriircil 
to all lh it»nis I s(‘ii(l ii hf'aiM felt. in(*'.-^au:(' nf f rnai(t- ■* 
.<!iip atitl sympathy. 

'I'his amhvj'rsnry ‘>f tlu' Naliomil Day of I''raiico is 
t > ho markofi hy a oolloctioii of ofTis-itt^'s for hor };iilljiijt 
wrmndotl, ita* funds hoing administorod hy tho Croix 
K oago Kranf;aiso (\)inito di* homlros, of whicli I iim 
I’atronoss. I warmly commiaid this nohli' «»tiforprisn of 
iii'rcy ft) tho p.'oplo of tlio \vh«>lo I'hnpire*. May thoir 
gaiorosity forgo ytd another link h(*twe‘oii tho sistor 
II w ions. 

All over Grt'at. Pritain collections and 
de'inonst rations were* held ; the* Mayors of 
Provincial Beiroiighs enthusiastically rt'spondt'fl 
to the call of Lord Mayor of London, the 
'riH'asiirer of t he* Fund, and a w'ide*spr<iad system 
of collection brought in large* sums to the 
treasury. 

Til Boiidem the re'sults e'xec'cded all antie'ipa- 
li ins ; flags, favours meuinte'cl onsw’ordstis pins, 
souvenirs from the IreTie-hes, little article's 
manufacture'd hy tlie Fr('ne*h se>ldi(‘rs from 
piece's of German shells and re*lie*s of e‘ve*ry 
desiription, we*re offe're'd anti we're* e'tigi'rly 
bought. Many wi'i't* the* storie's t)f ladie*s who 
recM'ive'd in re'turn for a small flag a foldt'd slif> 
of |)api‘r in wliieli nf)tes, a.nd in some eases 
eheepies, wi'i’e <*nclose'd. Petw'e*en se ven and 
e'ight million e'lnblt'iiis were* distributed from 
the chit'f eU'pet at Kniglitshridge by voluntary 
assistants, many of w hean used t heir own motor- 
cars. Altogether a large* sum was colle e te'd, to 
which our Golonie's (*oiit ribul ed in no mt'an 
measure, the* total (\xee*t*eling tlOd.fifid. 

The Britisli Army, through Sir Deaiglas 
Jlaig, forwardt'd the* follo\\ing message to tlie 
Fre'ueli Preside*iit : 

'The! Dritish Army, h^^hlin^r hy ih'* -idc «'l tin* hrav*; 
^nldmrs of Kranr-o in ih*' hitter sir\itzu,h' now jirei- 
c-eM'din;;, exprcsse's eiii the* oe-ceision e»f this f^roal iiiini- 
versury it.s iieliniratioii ft»r thee results iichii'ved hy thei 
Prench Army hthI ifn uudiakahle* cordideucu in thej 
’•pf'f'ily re*nlizM t ion <>f our e'^unmoii hojiote. 
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CAPTURED GERMAN GUNS. 


[Offh ial Photograph. 


M. Poincaro rt'pliod : — ■ 

I thank you, my dear rjoiieral, ftn- fho good wishes 
wJiitdi you havo oxpros.sod (owanhs France, and beg you 
to convoy to tho bravo Hritish Army rnv lively admiration 
of tho tino sucoosse.s whieh it lia.s just aeliioved and 
v/Iiich only this morning havo boon so brilliant lyextonde*!. 
'I’hoy havo pro<iucod a deep impression on tho liearts of 
all Fronehmen. Those of your magnificont troops 
wlio havo tf)-day paraded in tlio .streets of I’ari.s, in 
company with tho.so of our Allies, received throughout 
tlu'ir march a striking pnmf of tho public sentiment. 
1 am glad to liave this opportunity »»f s<Miding you — • 
to you por.sonally and to your troops — my warm eon- 
gnit Illations. 

The Tsar sont Prosidoiit J’oinonro a congratu- 
latory telegram repeat ing lii.s full eonfideii<*e and 
good wishes for tho victory of France tind her 
glorious Army. 'J"ho President replied thanking 
him for having aiit-liorized the magnificent 
Kussian troops to tako jiart in the National 
Pete. He added that France, like Russia, liiid 
an active and resolute confnlence in the final 
sneei'ss of the Allit's. 

Siiturday the loth was spent in consolidating 
and extending the Itritisli lines. Rotween Fricourt 
and Mametz tlie ( Germans wt're forced Viaek to 
their third line of defence. Over 2,000 prisoners 
were taken in twenty -four liours. Our troops 
pushed forward to tlu^ outskirts of Pozieres on 
the left and cleared the last <d' (he Germans out 
of tho Razentiii-lo-Ptdit ^^'ood, penetrated 
farther into the High Wood and captured the 
whole of the Watorlot Farm. Tn (he DeK illo 


Wood troops from Soutli Africa greatly distin- 
gui.she^l themselves. What tlioy performed 
there between the 1511) and 18th was told by 
tlu' soldier-father, himself on the Headquarters 
Staff, of a South African soldier killed in the 
fighting : ^ 

'tho (load lying in Delvillu Wood, wi*ro .'<till imburictl 
wdum T w’as (hero (because burial wa.s impossiblo under the 
fire going on). Mon lie in layer?. The South Afri(‘an 
heroes lie underneath. 

1 wmndor whether hi.'^tory will do them justice. Will 
it tell how, ordered to talco and hold tho wood at all 
costs, they took it — and then began one of tho most 
heroic defonces known in tho history of war ? For 
throe days (July 15- IS) they worn sul>joclcd to con- 
tiniioii.s bomhnrdmont hy guns of all calibre.s. They 
held on with very little food or water. Over and 
over again they were attneked hy overwhelming enemy 
forces. The gallant follows fell fast under tho terrific 
bombardment and attacks, but not a man wavered. 

Finding tlicm immovable, tho Ourmans, at last, on 
the 18th, concentrated a terrible bombardment for 
.seven hours on what was left of those .splondid men, 
and then about 5 or G ynm. launchcMl an attack by throe 
rcgimunts, on the survivors. Tho front trench was 
attacked in front and on each flank. My son’s tmneh 
was attacked from back and front. 

Our gallant, splendid men, reduced to a more skeleton 
of \(hat they wore, beat back the Brandenburgers. It 
was during this awful time that my dear boy fell. Thoy 
<lio<l, our iioblo South African.s, but they held tlie wood I 
'fharik God, they held tho wood ! and thank God tJiey 
kept up tho traditions of our raco ! And my splendid 
boy lieipod. llo took no inconsiderable part either. 

1 want our South Africans to get tho credit they 
deserve. If you havo any friends who can spreatl the 
nows of what they did, let it bo told. I resign my dear 
son, who was very, very dear to me, into the safo keeping 
of my Maker, who gave him to mo. It is very hard to 
part with him, but I glory in his glorious ond, my 
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splendid* chivalrous boy ; and if his examplo inspiros 
others he will not have died in vain. 

Use this letter as you like in order to lot the world 
know wnat the South Africans did. I want these 
heroes to have some (they can never have all) of the 
honour due to their glorious memories. What a theme 
lor some painter’s brush or some poet’s inspiration ! 

Enraged at their defeat hy the Britisli on tho 
14th, the German Higher Connnaiid endoa- 
A'oured to counterbalance it by a \’i(*toiy over t In* 
French soutli of tlie Sommo on July 15. IJiuhir 
<‘Over of a heavy mist largo rtMiiforcemonts won* 
brought to the loft bank of t he river, and La 
;\raisonnettc Farm and tho a illage of liiat^ios 
wore violently assaulted. Both \\t‘ro carru*<L 
but tho French quickly organized coiinter- 
atUwdcs, and the Germans were deprived of tlieir 
liard-won gains. 

On tho next day (July 16) there was a heavy 
bombardment on both sides all along ilio line. 
Our troops from tho cast, on a front of 1,200 
\-ards, made tludr way to within 500 y urcls of t he 
village of Bozieres, while tin* Boyal FiLsilic^rs— 
recruited chiefly from tho Stock Exchange, 
Lloyd’s, tho Baltic and Corn Exchange — drew 
lu'arer to I\v/ieres from the soutli to sout-h-west. 
Five more heavy howitzers and four 11 mm. 
(4*:i ins.) guns fell into our hands t ogether with u. 
large amount of war material. During tin* 
niglit our troops were engaged in consolidating 
our positions, eovered by a detaehnu'nt in High 
Wood, which was afterwards draun back into 
the new tr<‘iH*li line. 


On July 17 the long defence of Ovillcrs- 
La Boissello came to an end. l.ike Careiu y in tho 
Battle of Artois (May, ltM5), the \ illagt* had 
been gi-adually isolated, and th(‘ Prussian 
Ciiards of the .‘Ird Jh‘.serve Division found them- 
selves in sore straits. 'J’lie barrages of sln'lls 
prevt'iited both food and ammunition from 
bt'ing bronglH np in any tjuantit-it's to the 
defenders. Watc'r was scarce, and ib<‘ s|)irit 
of tlie Iningry and tbirsty garrison, now go'atly 
reduced in numbers, was rnncli l)rok(*n. Sir 
Diujglas Haig decided to use one of his nortlit'rn 
di\ isions to complete tlio coinjiiest . 

At dawn a irc'meiuloiis liombardment- opened, 
when the gims lifted their rain of shells from tho 
sliattored heaps of masonry which now r('j)ro- 
sented )UI that remained of the once tlourisli- 
ing village of Ovilku’s La J.^ojssi'lle, and tho 
British infantry from their side advanced to 
lli(‘ attack. 'I’lu? first lin(‘ started out of tiu' 
Ovilh'rs Wood, h'rom the x^aiilted eellars aiul 
from beliind wrecked liouses tho machine-guns 
and infantry of the Prussian Guards turned a 
terrific fire on tho assanlting troops. Men fell 
and were k'ft Ix'hind, but over (uiuurd moved 
the J3ritish infantry until their goal was 
reached. Oiuu' the G<‘rmans’ front lini^ \\as 
gaiiH'd tho (b’enaiiiers set to \n ork to bomb tb<^ 
ilng-outs and d('stroy their occupants or force 
tlu'in to suiTondcr. As progress was mad(‘ Die 
sudden ei^ssation of all fire from tho various 
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SKARCHING PRISONERS. 


To make quite certain that nothing dangerous is 
being concealed. 

points showed they had be<>n won. The figlifc 
was a hard and prolonged on€\ One machine- 
gun, snugly placed in a ruintid cottage, managed 
to maintain its fire after the rest had been 
conquered. A gallant ofticcr, whoso arm had 
been shattered by a bullet, led a party of his men 
against and killed the gun^s crow. He was 
then led off to an ambulance, whistling “ Tip- 
perary.” At about 10 a.m. all resistance was 
over, and the worn-out rc^rnnaiit of the Prussian 
Guards surrendered. Tn one of the cellars 
25 Germans, who ha<l exhausted ev<'ri their 
tMiiergtmcy rations and had not tasted foo<l for 
two days, were captured. Of tla^ German 
garrison in Ovillers-J.a lioissello only 12(i 
survivors rtunaiiu'd. The entry to the village; 
by the Ba])aume road was defended by two 
strong field works. Round them alone were 
strewn some 800 corpses. Some* of the 
(iiiptured had lost their reason, and many 
were dying of enteric, “ You English fight 
like devils,” remarked one German, “and 
we gladly surrender to sucli men as you are.” 
A party of ])risoners w ere placed under a subal- 
t<‘rii’s guard. Among them wore two officers, 
one of whom is said to have iinpimuHl (ho Iron 
(Jross from his hroast and offered it to the 
subaltern. 

“ Take it for hav ing done what we considered 
to bo impossible.” said the (lerman ; “ I givi:^ 

it to you.” Tlu‘ sulialtern shook his IumuI, and 
explained that it was not a custom of ours to 
deprive prisoners of what they had won by their 
owm valour. 


The following captured documents are of 
interest as showing the very heavy casualties 
which the enemy had suffered in the recent 
fighting : . 

From a company of the 3rd Battalion 16th 
Bavarian Infantry Regiment to battalion 
commander : 

Sovoro orioiny artillery fire of all calibres up to 28 cm., 
on coini>any sector. Company strength, one officer, 
12 men. Beg urgently spcetly relief for the company. 
What romains of the company is so exhausted that, in 
<!as*! of an attack by the enemy, the few totally ex- 
haiLsted men cannot be counted on. 

From another company of the same regiment ; 

\"ory heavy intense enemy fire on company sector. 
T’lie company has completely lost its fighting value. 
'Phe men left arc so exhausted that they can no hmger 
bo employed in fighting. If heavy artillery fire con- 
tinues the c<)mj>any will soon be entirely exterminated. 
Relief for the company is iirgoiitly requested. 

From 2iid Battalion to 3rd Battalion 16th 
Bav^arinn Infantry Regiment : 

'^I'he hatta'ion has just received orders from Lie\it.-Col, 
Kuinml that it is placed under orders of the 3rd Bat- 
talion 16ih Bavarian Regiment as sector reserve. Bat- 
talion consists at present lime of three officers, two 
non-comrnissionod officers, and 19 men. 

In the local actions which took place on this 
day \vc captured some more prisoners, and the 
total of unwounded German prisoners taken by 
the British since July 1 was 189 officers and 
10,779 other ranks. 

The Genuan losses in artilltTy proved to ];o 
even greater than at first reported. 



[Official photograph 

WOUNDED GERMANS. 

Beinjl assisted by British troops. 
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raptured annainent eollectecl by oiir 
troops now inehidod 5 <‘iglit ineh howitzers, 
rt six-ineh Jiowitzc'i's, 4 six-iiieli jxiiiis, 5 othei' 
h(*avy guns, 37 field gnus, 30 tnnieli howitzers, 
tit) inuehin(*-gnns, and many thousands of rouials 
of gun ammunition of all deseriptions. 

l^iis was oxehisive of many guns not then 
brought in and of the numbers (h'stroyed b\ 
our artillery bombardment and abuiidonc'd by 
the encMiiy. 

Mefoie passing on tt) tiie subsequent fighting. 
1<*t th<' n'Hcler sec ()vill(MS-J..a lioisselle through 
tlu* eyes of a Tlnirs eorres|)on<lent who visited 
the s<*,ene of earnage thn^e weeks later : 

As far as l.a Hoissello its(‘lf ycMi t-Mii InUt' ;s«>ur niolor- 
<-nr M.IdMg Dio luaiii Albort-Dapaiiriio roail, fliMn;.*li \«»ii 
litivo Iho road to yonrsolf when yon d«» it. Iwi 
Hoissello on Dio riglit of Dio road is iioDiing inoic Ilian n 
-.at layer of jionndod grey slonosatid mortar on Dio lian* 
faro of the oarDi. Of anyttiing like a villaL-^o or in- 
<li\'idua] bnildings tlioro is, of conrso. no soniblanoi*. 
On the left of Dio road th<* ground dips sto<‘ply down 
ttir 50 yards or so, Dion slowly rise's to w'liat is calkMl 
t)viIIors-La Boissello, boranso Diat was wlioro a village* 
of Diafc name stood until a fe*\v we*(*ks agt>. 're)-<lay, if 
]^a l.{ois6ello is almost oblitoratod, ( )>’illcr,s-T.a 
is non-exis'tf'iit. 

Standing on the tidgo of (hej wliito road in Dio glaring 
‘sunshine, w'ith tho roar of onr ow'ii gnus boliintl oin* aiul 
the other guns ahead, one fee*ls onself the; only Ian<Ima.rk 
ni a waste. Tho wheile earth’s snrfaee. bofeire a.ii(i 
m-onnel, is te>rii with shell-holes anel si*am<*(l with lines e>f 
troiichos, all white, because tho soil hero is chalk. Sin-Ii 
hind as there is betwoen. imse-*arreel, is almost bare of 
^ ‘'got at ion, with only hero an<l thore3 a thin e;e>at of sickly 
gras.s, or dusty tuft of eeirnflower, mallow, or whito 
‘■anioinilo. Opposite, creiwning tho ge*ntlo sloped he*fe>n» 
.von. a f,»xv ragged stumps, fragments of tree trunks 
S'oinc lu ft, high, with bits of splintered loweT bninehc', 
‘■ticking frejin them, stand gaunt against tho sky ami 
mark where* Ovillers used to bo. 


llrjitlmg lur ()\ Iilci-", w C J'T silt Iilhci r w.!-. w it 1; im* 
k it 1 1««‘ rmiel Sind \ie*iil elniin aci’siss IJh* (oni a, ml bhcUsl 
i-.irfh U» the whit'* lim* of wlisd w si-, once Du* (J»“rnisiii 
tnaii lim* ln'm‘h. It is a trcmli no imac. 1 1, wsi- not 
in 1 sell <il a I n‘nch by (ho t iim* onr gnus lisul shait* »Dl h it 
(I f.^i ,iim ol thi- balDi*. Aft that it wsis 
pmiiidcd da and night Ihnaigh all sl<*sp<*' sito 

I'jlitiii” which cni n f«»r tin* jin-M*'. it ()\ilk*rs, 

SiiH-'* Da*n the «*m*in,\ lia.- slcvote'el a. cc niimbi*i* of 

a elay to kmick ig the poor n'lim >l‘ '< about 

J, link* imire*. It is si fntiki etts’ilpsit ion. bi 
(•\<'e'pt an iinpii'^it i \ e* visitor like* m_\*<*ll, ueaikl elrcsirn 
of wsilkiiig ahaiL- it. 'riie* psirs.jict i- inosDv ^tP*vMi all 
oNe*r tla* gronml. In i)lace‘s it is iiiixcel with, and fills 
up. t ho tnue li, sei that yon go on the* le^vd ed the groiimi. 
'riien :i f‘*w yavels may bo d» e-ciitly iiiteict, so that, ludf- 
c-lmke'd with rnhbish as it i.-. it give*- yon ^h«*ll**r, pe-rlnips, 
wai-t higdi. Tt, ami tla- gronml aronml. an* Iitte*ie*el 
iDi <*iiviipme*nt. (*ai t ridg«-, ice*el e.r imiise-d, and 
iM'xpIode^el beanbs unel bits of slif r w la i* sh 

dnel-,” are) ove^ry v) la*ro beneath fc'-t- I" 


e‘lt. weaikl elresirn 
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h«»t sun the chalk is intensely white and the heat beats 
back on you from the baked earth, and the air is thick 
with the dreadful smell which belongs to battlefields 
and with the buzzing of flies. It is truly a vile place. 

At lost you come to a parting of the way, whore an old 
Gorman sign still sticks up from the fire step of the 
trench, one hand of it pointing “ Nach Pozieors.** You 
turn w’here it tolls you and go on — in the trench or 
beside it, it does not niatior — till you pass the ragged 
bits of tree trunks, and you are in Ovillers. You would 
not know it but for the tree fragments, and, when you 
look, you see that there is a quantity of broken brick 
and stone mixed up with the kneaded earth, and also 
you come to a hole in the ground which, being square 
and lined with brick, is obviously not a shell-hole, but 
must be a cellar which once had a house above it. 

J3y this time I have seen a good deal of ruin, but I 
l)ave talked to exports who have seen more than I, and 
they agree that Ovillors is more utterly destroyed than 
any other village in fh*? battle area. 

No village could be more destroyed, because there 
is nothing loft but the collar which 1 have mentioned 
and two or three others like it, more holes in the ground 
aiul minus quantities, so far as they are buildings at all. 
Of superstructure to the earth there is none. One 
point there is wiiich those who go there speak of as a 
place to tako your bearings from — a sort of Greenwich 
ill this sea of desolation — and it is called “ I’he Church.** 
Undoubtedly a church once was there, because ihe maps 
say so, and there is still one fragment of a wall wliicb 
may have been part of a church, and by it two graves. 
Why those survive it is impossible to say. If it was 
not for thorn no spot in Ovillers above ground would be 
iUlTt'ront from any other. 

Underground it is different. You have already heard 
how it was estimated that the dug-outs here could hold, 
and did hold, 2,000 Gormans. It is doubtless true. 
One fears from the smell that they hold many yet. 
We wont down into several, though the entrances to 
most are battered in by shells, and groped about by the 
light of matches among the litter and the darkness, 
'rhero is one groat dug-out — ^I mentioned it from hearsay 
at the time — where eighty dead Germans were found, 
the place, it is supposed, having been used, in the last 
days of desperate fighting, as a kind of vault into which 
the doEul wore hurriedly thrown with.tho intention 
some time of wrecking the place or sealing it up, or 
otherwise making it into a tomb. 

Another largo dug-out there is which the Germans 
used as a dressing station. It is admirably constructed, 
and hivs, besides the main entrance from the trench, 
aiiothor opening for exit which gave upon a rood whore 
ran a tramway lino by which the wounded could be 
taken from the very door of the dressing station back 
b(‘hind the lines. 

On through Ovillers we went by the winding trenches, 
not knowing when wo left the village behind any more 
than when wo entered it. And hero one does not climb 
out of the trench to look. One cannot put a periscope 
up without its being shot to bits. Close at hand the 
rifles spat continuously and machine-guns stuttered and 
growled, and we had trench mortars at work, which 
heaved projectiles into the air so slowly that you saw 
them sail majestically to whore the enemy was iiiding 
in his trenches, there to explode prodigiously. For 
short ranges they are as serious as any shell of their 
size from a great gun. 

To our right, close by, wo wore assured, was Pozidres, 
though I confess I saw nothing of it, and to our left, a 
little farther off, was Thi6pval, which also, though I 
have seen it from other places, I did not see from here. 
And ahead was Mouquet Farm. And all around was 
heat, and noise, and an almost intolerable atmosphere. 

During the night of the 17 th and 18tli 
further substantial progress was made on a 
1,000 yards front of Ovillers >La Boisselle, six 
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A PATROL UNDER FIRE. 
Crawling up towards the (verman trenches. 


\P(jicial photograph. 


iiiiujhinc-guiis and several prisoners being 
eai)tured. 

While the Prussian Guard iirisoners were being 
removed from Ovillers-La Boissello, our troops 
away to the cast approached Pozieros. They 
stormed a double lino of trenches from Bazenl-in- 
le- Petit to the south-east of the village, a distance 
of 1 ,500 yards. The trenches when captured were 
found to be actually filled up with dead and 
wounded. From the upper part of High Wood, 
lying over the crest of the heights, and therefore 
directly under the fire of the German guns, our 
patrols wore, however, withdrawn and our line 
straightened out between Pozieres and Longuo- 
val, which could now be attacked from two sides. 

South of the Somme, on Monday the 17th, 
it was the turn of the Germans to take the 
offensive. From midnight to the late afternoon 
battalion after battalion charged up the I^a 
Maisonnette Hill. Met by the rafales of the 
“ 75 ” jguns and by withering machinc-gun fire, 
the waves of Germans receded. Tn the 
morning some of the enemy penetrated into the 
<‘ast end of Biaches, from which, however, they 
'Vf‘re soon expelled by Frcncli bombers. 

When the sun was setting, and during the 
‘light, the Germans renewed their attacks 
betw’een Biachos and La Maisonnette Farm. 
1 hey were unsuccessful at La Maisonnette, but 
some parties woimd their way along the canal 


into houst's at the (»astc‘rn end of Iliacht'S. 
Tlicy were driven out the next ilay. 

Near Biachos thojj^ litul b(*en a savage strugglo 
for the fortified work in front of the village 
called Biac^hos Port. A battery of niaehme- 
guns, liidd(*u cunningly in a marsh, prevented a 
frontal attaek. Fire liad not sufliced to drive 
out the defendc'rs of tlie work, though it had 
been severely damaged, and sterner measures 
were needed. An infantry oflie-er volimb'CTcd 
to eapturo it by surprise, along a cornmuniea- 
tion tremeh wliieh, h(' had found, Icni into the 
fort. With a small party consisting of himself, 
a sub -lieutenant, throe non -commissi oiu d 
officers, throe dismounled cyclists aiul a bngh‘r, 
he (;ropt up tluj trench into the intt*rior of the 
redoubt. Tlie Germans when ho arrived wt-ro 
underground. Hearing stops, some of thcMU 
cautiously emerged from tlieir cellars and dug- 
outs. They fouiul the Fnmch in their midst. 
Before they could recover from their astoiiisii- 
mciit, the Froiudi captain, firing with his pistol 
at tlio loader, who fell in a luwip, slHiuted “ Kn 
avail t ! ” His nu*n darted forward and tlie 
Germans above and Ijielow ground surrendered. 
Prisoners to tlie number of 114 and three 
machine-guns were taken. In a few minutes 
the gallant Prenchinon had secured a fort 
which for twenty-four hours had kept our 
Allies at this point in clieck. 
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Tho next morning (July 18) (tenoral Fayolle, 
before th(^ (Jermans had recovered from tlie 
repulse c)f their six battalions on the slopes of 
La Maisonnette Hill, launehed a fresh i>fTensivi‘ 
north and south of the Somme. The French 
line now extended from Hiaches and tJie La 
Maisonnette* plattuiu througli Uarleux to 
Fs< rees. Tn the course* of the for(‘ncK)n five 
milt s of (h'rman treneh(‘S from Hnrieux to 
Soyeeourt W(‘rt* sf*eured. North f>f the Somme*, 
on a frontage* of four mil<*s from the*pe)irit wlie're* 
tlu* l<Ve‘neh joineid up with tlie* Britisli south of 
the captured JVones Wood, our Allies ovc*rran 
the' Ch^rman fe^rtifie'el are*a anel reae*ht*d the* 
Combl<‘s-( Mt'ry narrow-gauge* railway. 

Thie*k mist and ine(*ssant rain had inte*r- 
f(*re'd with the French, as the*y did with the* 
British ope*ndie)ns e>n tlie* I8tli. At 
p.m. the e*neMnv, pre*e*e*d(‘d by clouds of pe)ise)n- 
e)UH gas and pie)n('ers carrying Fia/nt/ipn - 
werfet\ a.t t-a.e*Ue*d the* British ])ositions in the 
>deinity e>f Longuew'al and D(‘l\ill(* Wood, 
where th(\y formed a salic'ut. 'fhe* altae*k was 
h(*ral<hift by a })e*avv fire* e)f she'lL e)f all 
kinds, and was de*liv^ere*d by a whole* div'isiem. 
One* column e)f the' OeTina.ns iiuiele* for the* e*e)|*.’e*, 
two otJier ce)Iumns for the* sieles e>f the* salient, 
'riu' ne>rth sieles a.nel Leaigue'^ed we're* lost by us 
iind se) was a. part eif the* wooet. Jdie* gaiTise)n 
e>f t he> AV'ate*rlot Larm, midway b(‘twe*e*n Longiie*- 
veil anel ( luille'me)nt , howe'vc'r, re'sist(*d the* 
(h*riiam pre*ssure*, and our a.rlille*ry ]>re)mf)tK' 
playe'el upon the* (Jermans in Lo!Ague*vaI and 
l>e*lville* \Ve)e)d. Beinfori*(*me*nts \\ea*e* }iurrie*el 
tip, a.nel ])re*parat ie»ns made* for the ne‘e*essary 
e*e>unte*r-at tae*ks. Ae*e*oreling to the* ( le*rmaii 
ri'pe)rt, the* Magele*burg 2t)t h Infantry aiul the 
.Alte*nburg He‘gime*nts liael partictdarly distin- 
guishe'el t he*mse*lve*s in tlie'se* e*ngagt'me*nts, and 
we had lost H e>nie*e*rs a-nel 280 private's tak(*n 
prisoners. The' fighting we'iit on through the* 
night and intei the* ne*xt elay. At h.’lO p.m. e)f 
the Ihth Sir l)e)ughis Ibiig re*porte*d tlait most 
of the gre)und le)sl in Le>ngue*v’al anel Delvilk* 
\\'e)eHl had bee*n re'co\’(*red, a.iid that a large body 
e>f (Je'rmans massed fe)r anothe*r — the fourth- 
attack on \Vate*rle>t Kami had be*en dis]>crsed 
b\ e)ur fire. 

Se>uth eif the Somme* that elay the* French 
eeized seane* tre'nche's south of KstiV'e's and loe>k 
about ()0 ]M’ise>ners. 

'^rhe* Battle* e^f the* Seamne, it must jilways bo 
remen\be're'd, wexs but part e>f the* Britisli 
ope'rations against the* (le*rmans in France and 
Belgium. Tei remind the re'adcr that the hmg 


line of trenches and rc^doubts from tho cast of 
Albert te> tho north of Y^pres wa.s constantly 
agitat(*d by bombardments and local attack 
let- us, at t he risk of digressiein, relate an incident 
which happent'd south of Armenitieros on tho 
10th. At tliis ]K>int an Australian division, 
e*x posed to a shell fire heavie'r than any the^.y 
hael ever oxperience*d in tlie (hillipoli Peninsula, 
feillejwe'd u]) a heavy bombardment of tho (tor- 
man peisitiein, wliieli, heiwever, had not succeeded 
in de‘stroying e)r burying all tho defenders' 
machine guns, by a determined attack, aided 
by a Britisli division on their left. They 
carried tlie front line fri'nches, but wore hold 
up by those in tho rear. Farther south — in tho 
('entn* — tho wliole fortified area was .stormed, 
and the Australians emerged into more or less 
open country. On tlie right their comrades 
had to cross a wide space bi'tween tho front and 
ri'ar linos of tho system, 'riu' (Jermans here 
held a v’(*ry strongly fortified salient. At places 
the* .Australians scraml^led into tlie enemy’s 
works, l)ul tho (Jermans by diverting stwams 
of wat<*r into th(' captured spots made tho 
position ditbcult to hold. After (*nduring a 
tr<*m(‘ndous bombardment for 11 hours tho 
ordt'r was given to retire. Tlu* British Fiiigi- 
iK'i'rs liacl constructeil communication trench('s 
along \N hich tin’s mos’ement coukl be carried 
<iut. 200 prisoners and somi* nai(*hjne-grns 
\\(*r<' eapt lin'd, but our loss<*s had bec'ii scN i re. 

1 hope,’’ laid written a (Jerman soldier of 
tin* 100th Hegiment, ca[)fured at Font almaison, 
“this awful business will soon stop.” A 
pray«*r vvhi(*h we may be sure was cordially n*- 
eelioeil by many of his fellow'-count rym(*n. 

During tin* night of the 10th-20th our 
bombing parties naide a substantial advance 
ea,st of tin* Leipzig Redoubt, wdiic*h was one of 
the main obstacles barring apfiroach from the* 
south to the Thiepval plateau. Away to th(* 
right- beyond Fozieres, in tho vicinity of th(' 
B»>is de Foun'aux or High Wood, rouiul 
Longueval, W'aterlot Farm, Dolvillo Wood. 
(Juillemont, and thenci' to the banks of the 
Somme, a continuous fringe of exploding .sholF 
showed that tho Berman artillery was bom- 
barding tho British and French positions, to 
whicli our gunners were not slow in replying. 

The noise was deafening. The sky was lit 
up by the bursting shells. Sir Douglas Haig 
hiwl replaced the Western and Eastern Divisions 
and tho TTighlandors by South-countrymen 
n.nd Lowlanders, and the enemy artillery. 




CARRYING WOUNDED ON TO A HOSPITAL HAR(5R. 
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anticipating an attack, was raining down 
showers of projectiles on the spots whore it was 
imagined our troops wcto assembled for the 
attack. The “ Jack Jolmsons,” which liad 
been but sparingly used by the Germans since 
the Battle of Ypres, were again in evidence. 
“ They came over,” said a Devonshire lad after- 
wards, relating his experiences, “ as thick and 
fast as hand-grenades.** Craters often 40 ft. 
across and half as deep were formed by the 
explosion of their shells. 

West of this scone an occasional shell was 
/lung into the captured Trones and Bemafay 
Woods and against Montauban. The French 
“ 75*s,’* the chatter of the machine-guns and a 
<lropping rifle fire added to the sounds of pre- 
paration and showed that all arms were partici- 
pating in it. 

Meanwhile, in their dug-outs, staff officers, 
telephone in hatid, waited for the news of w'hat 
was happening to the north of the Bazentin- 
Liongueval position, where our men w^ere again 
topping the crest and descending into the High 
Wood, moving up the rising slope of ground 
biitwxnm that and Delville Wood, while through 
the broken branches and over the fallen trunks 
a South African contingent was making its 
Avay northwards and oastwf^Yls. Tlic northern 


houses in Longueval, the High Wood, the 
intervening space and Delville W^ood, with 
the village of Guillemont, just east of the 
Trones Wood, had to be carried before our 
hold on the plateau would be secure. 

The rain, which had impeded operati6ns for 
so many days, had now ceased, but had left a 
dark and heavy atmosphere, through which our 
soldiers fought. Many of the Germans, the 
bonds of discipline being loosened in the night 
of fighting, scuttled back or surrendered, but 
enough remained to put up a strenuous 
fight. 

At 5.30 a.m. General Fayollo, anxious to 
assist the British on his left and suspecting 
rightly that the German reserves were stationed 
north of Guillemont, launched from Hardocourt 
and its environs an attack on Hardocourt Hill 
towards Maurepas, and the narrow gauge 
Combies-Clery line. The Germans, alarmed at 
the new and unexpected attack which threatened 
their flank, brought southward several regi- 
ments from the British front, too late, however, 
to prevent the French from capturing by 9 a.m. 
several trenches between Hardecourt Hill and 
the Somme and from crossing the railway at 
various points. Prisoners to the number of 
about 400 were taken by our Allies, whose 
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MEN OF THE LONDON RIFLE BRIGADE. 

In a reserve trench, waiting to advance to the front line. 
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A MINE GRATER ON THE SOMME. 


attack had a])prociably liglitoned tlio dihicult 
task of the Brit ish. 

The auri liad by now dispersed tlie mist which 
had covered the field, wlicn it first rose, and 
illuminated the whole battlefield. Over it 
thece were still the intermittent clouds pro- 
fliiced by shell (explosions from the powerful 
artilleries of both sides firing with their utmost 
energy, while overhead were seen circling tlie 
aeroplanes, round which the numerous wliitc^ 
puffs showed that they wore the target for anti- 
aircraft guns. Our troops which had been 
continuously engaged in this part of the field 
were now withdrawn and replaced by others. 
Well and ardently had they fought, the men 
from the west and east of England and from 
( 'ali^donia, and they were now to be given a rest, 
their phices at the front being taken by fresher 
men. 

As the day wore on Guillemont received 
special attention from our artillerymen, arul 
so heavy was tho fire that the place seemed 
actually to slirink away under it. 

The destruction wrought by the Allies that 
‘lay was not confined to the battlefield. Over 
die German lines, aeroplanes, flying singly, or 
in squadrons, attacked the railways, aerodromes, 
hutments and other objectives, dropping on 
them tons of explosives. About 6.16 p.m. 
of our aeroplanes encountered four 


Fokkers and two biplanes, and t)i(‘ fight w«'nt 
oil for over half an hour. One Kokkt'r was 
(k'stroyed, a sec ond .^.ladly damagt'd ; th«^ rest 
of the G(‘rmaii machines fled. None of ours 
had boon injureil. Botw'con 8 and [).in. four 
luo o of our machiiK^s met eleven of tlie eruMny’s, 
w'hi(;li included J.(.V.G.’s.* Kolands and Kokkrrs. 
I’he leader of our patrol madt*. for an LA'.G., 
whi(*Ii hastily retired from tlie st^cuio, and then 
drove down a Fokker. Attacked by a Roland, 
*ie was equally successful, forcing it als<» to 
de.scond. Meanwhile a second machiiH; put 
out of action another Roland. 'J\vo Fokkers, 
w'lu n about to attack, nearly eollid<‘d and had 
to di*aw off. Tiie third of tho British pilots, 
at a lower altitude', also disposed of a Roland, 
which fell in a ** spinning noso-div(5,** but his 
ow n f'Tigino being hit by a shot from a Fokk(T, 
1 m^ (k'sctmded in a steep spiral. 'I'lie 
fourth pilot divi'd to his rcsciK', engag('d th(» 
pursuer at a height of 1,000 feet, and the Fokk<T 
was observed to fall to tlie ground in fliuiuis. 
Tlventually all the hostile a<^ro[>lanes W'ero 
dispersed. A French pilot the* saftic day 
brought down a Gorman machine east of 
Peroniie. Those successes more than count(*r- 
balaiiced tho loss of the four British machinoa 
which since the 16th had failed to return to 
their liorodromes. 

• The L.V.G. was a two-seater biplane. 
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FRENCH CAVALRY PATROLLING. 


{Official photography 


At 10.55 p.in. Sir Douglas Haig was able 
to report that north of the .Bazt?ntin-Donguoval 
line we had advanced 1,000 yards ; our front 
now ran from the bottom of the High Wood 
to Longue val, through the middle of Delvillo 
Wood, then turned south by Watorlot Farm to 
a point between Trones Wood and Guillomont. 
Heavy fighting still continued in the northern 
outskirts of Longueval and in Delville Wood. 

General Fayollo this day had also won a 
considerable success north of the Somme. To 
the south of the river the French on the 20th 
had not been idle. Our Allies had advanced 
in the preceding fighting almost up to the 
gates of Peronne ; they were at the bottom 
ot the loop of the Somme. To enlarge this 
pocket southwards towards Chaulnes and the 
railway Chaulnes -P6ronne was the next step 
to be taken. From the western outskirts of 
Barleux to Estr6e8 their line ran back almost at 
a right-angle. Consequently the troops south 
of the S<omme below P6ronno were in a dangerous 
salient. To drive its southern face southward 
and thus enlarge the salient was Foch’s object. 

The French Colonial troops were employed 
for the purpose, and in the morning of the 
20th a terrific l>|S0^S3GS8Q^^f the German 
positions ^ Ksti^K^^N^ned . Their 

^ library ^ 

WUKfR,), 

OOLLEOhON 


positions extended from Estroes througli the 
})ark of Deniecourt, the chateau of which had 
been converted into a formidable underground 
fortress, to Soyeeourt, defended by forinidablo 
trenches, to tlie Hois do TEtoilo and Hilt 00, 
situated north-west of Vermand-Ovillers, near 
whicli was a redoubt on the road to Lihoiis. 
If the French (jould capture VenYiand-Ovillers 
they would be within easy distance of tlie 
Chaulnes junction, whore the Amiens -Piliron no 
and Roye-Peronm? railways met. As tho 
Royo region was the pivot of tho German right 
wing in this part of tho theatre of operations, 
tho importance of the Chaulnes junction is 
obvious. 

When the bombardment ceased the colour'd 
troops of tho French advanced. The Soyo- 
court labyrinth, the Hois de I’Etoile and the 
redoubt on the Lihons road near Vermand- 
Ovillers Farm wore carried. By nightfall Soyo 
court was surrounded on throe sides. Thirty 
officers and 2,870 jirivates, 3 guns, and ‘>0 
mac;hine-guns had been captured. A Genritui 
counter-attack near Soyecourt delivered ia 
the late afternoon by a battalion was severds' 
repulsed by tho French artillery and machine- 
guns. 

Such was tho battle of the Somme, of J uly 20. 
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BUINGING UP THE 75^ IN THE GREAT ADVANCE. 


To deceive the Gerriian people and their friends 
outside Germany, tho German Great (general 
Staff issued tho following fabrication : 

On both sides of the Somme tho enemy yesterday, 
as WHS expeetod, preparo«l to deliver a strong attm*k, 
bnt it failed. 

After tho strongest preparation on a front of ahont 
2,'> miles, attacks W'ero made south of l*ozi<^r(\s ami to 
the west of Vermandovillers. 

Miire than 17 divisions, comprising mon^ than 200,000 
men, pHrticii)atod in those attacks. 

'The ineagro result for the enemy is that the first line 
of a German iJi vision alr)ng a front f)f about H miles 
south of Hardocoiirt was pressed hack from the advanced 
trenches into the next lino of tronclies lying 800 yards 
to the rear, and tho t'nemy divisions penetrated into n 
salient in the little wood of Vermandovillers. 

On tho whole of the remainder t)f tliis front the em*iny ’s 
wild onslaughts were broken to pieces against the deiith- 
defying loyalty of our troops, with extraordinary 
losses for the on<*my. »So far 17 officers and 1,200 men 
have been t!aptiired. 

That, so far as nuinbors were coiicoriicd. 
tlip battle was on the large scale customary 
lo those operations may be admitted. Other- 
wise the German fiction boro no relation to 
actual fact. The Allies were not successful 
at every point, but they made considt»ra!)le 
gains and suffered no revei'ses of any moment. 

During the night of the 20th-2lst the enemy, 
after an intense bornbfitrdment with gas shells, 
entered High Wood, and recovered the northern 


part of it. Tho n^xt <lay (.)uly 21) tho battle 
oontimn*d spasmodically from tlu^ heijizig 
Redoubt to tho Dtdvillo Road. A (Trcrman 
bombing attack against tho northern edge of 
our position in tho Redoubt faih'd. 'Paking 
advantage of tlu^ iiiu^ vveatlu'r, our ac'roplaiics 
boiub(‘d important points behind tho German 
lines, and in th(^ eveming there was a good 
deal of af'rial fighting cast of f ht'ju. An (illicial 
acccumt of our ac^rial activity tliat day may 
h(*re h(‘ cpi()t(Hl : 

Miicli successful roopcralioii wifli ariillcry was 
iiirricd out ; 02 targets werc^ taigagcsl willi acro])lan«» 

of>'-!crvat ioii and 25 with kilo I allooii. StnsTal dimet 
hits oTi ^nri emplacement s w«*r(' obtained, the ainmuiii- 
tioii ill ono contimnrig to (‘xplodc for over half an hour. 

Omj of our rnachitios, cugayisl ou photographic 
duty, was attacked hy a lloland, wliich came level 
and then flivcd and attacked under tla> tail of our aero- 
plane. Our aeroplane sidr*-''lipped till Jmel with 
the Koland, and tln'ii tireil three drums into it at 40 
ynnls. The lloland fell to the earth iif-ar l^euze Woof I . 

One of our aeroj>laiies, whilst on arlillf'ry patrol at 
4,tMMI ft.,saw eight liostiic aircraft at a laaglif of 1), ()<)(» ft. 
It elinibod to this height ami was joimsl hy five fjf our 
fighting inaeliines. At this junetnro ihi' enemy were 
joincfi hy fivo JL. V.G.’s and two Fifkkers. All our nnujliine^ 
attacked tho somewhat Kea.lt<*red enemy ffinnat ion. A 
section of three of our tnaehines divecl <ai to one yiarty, 
from which ono Fokker plungcfl to earl h from a lieight of 
7,000 ft., ami two other inm^liines were ffjreed to laml. 
Another machine was seen to fall out of control into a 
village, and yet another fell headlong to earth in a field. 
Tho fighting lasted over lialf-an-hour, when tho rernuining 
enemy machines flow' off in twos and threes. 
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The total of hostile machines brought down on this 
dav was six, and at least three inure wore driven dowm 
damaged. 

Soxith of tho Amiens -Chaulnos railway, in the* 
Maucoiirt region, the Germans tried to rush tho 
French linos, but were repulsed with the 
bayonet. 

Saturday, July 22. was a comparatively 
uneventful day. The Germans bombarded our 
lines with gas and lachrymatory shells, while 
wo prepared for a fresh advance in which the 
Australians were destined to distinguish them- 
selves. At Berlin tho Higher Command affected 
to be supremely confident. “ Jn tlie Somme 
sector,” ran the communique issued tliat day, 
” after their defeat of the previous days . . . 
^)ur enemies liad to abandon their gn^at united 
attacks.” However, all Germans did not 
agree with thidr leaders. For example, a 
German officer, intervdowed by the Vosslsche 
ZeAtung of this date, is rei)orted to liav(* said ; 

'rhn English fought very bravely, notwithslimding 
enormous losses. 1 don’t know how grout th<*ir reserves 
are, but upon this will dopoiul tho length of tho 
sivo. Our positions wero budly knocked about, but 
tho dug-outs and shelters held out very well, which 
is lucky for us. Uosides this, tlni higher cominund 
know what to exjioct ab<nit tho attacks, anil hud taken 
tho nocessary measures to resist them. Finally, rainy 
woathor camo at tho right moruont to lielp us. 

Herr Max Osborn, writing for tho same 
journal, observetl : 


We are shaken by a burning pain as new streams of 
German blood are flow'ing, and wo recognize our poworless- 
ness ov'er what cannot bo changed. After two years of war 
thti angel of destruction is passing through tho ranks of 
Gorman arms with a fury an<l mereilcssnesa as if the 
death dance of battles had only just begun. Gorxhans 
aro criticjtti, cloar-hcadod, and strong enough to look 
tho truth in the face. Whilst the onomies sulTer fearful 
losses, wo do iU)t blind our oyes to tho new mourning 
which has corao to ns, nor ov^er tho scriousnoss of tho 
fate of this decisive battle whicli is raging on all the 
fronts. We should bo unworthy of tho stupendous 
task wo have to fulfil, and of the scarcely compreheii- 
siblo sacrifices which our heroes make, if wo wero 
not ablt* to nndcrstnrul the wht>lo fury and burden of 
tlicse wt'cks. W’o fool as two years ago the raging 
storm of tho unitod power of thi< enemy. 

It is now a question of not loss than evorytliiiig for 
tho life or death of our nation. We stand differently 
now from what we did in August, 1914. Unexainplod 
tioods of fanio lie between, hut still the concluding 
point has to bo roacluHl, and everything is in tho balance 
of dt'atli or Jito. 

Kv(*rything lictwceii (hej Hommo and the. 
Anere watr?, indeed, “in tho l>alanco of death 
or life.” 

On the evening of Saturday, July 22, tho 
British artilU^ry increased its fire on the Gorman 
linos from Fozieros to Gtiillomont. Horo the 
Australians won^ about to i)lay an important 
part in tho Battle of the Sommo. Tho force 
(engaged was tho 1st Anzao (.\>rps (Biout.-Gon. 
Sir William H. Birdwood, K.(^S.I., K.C.M.G.). 

A large sector of tho liorizon,” said Mr. 
C. K. W. Boan, tho official Press Gorrospondont 
with the Australian imperial Forces, “ was lit 



LOADING A BIG GUN. 
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up nob by single flashes, but by a continuous 
bank of quivering light.” The sweet heliotrope 
scent of (lennan tear-shells pervaded tho air 
in tho vicinity of Pozieres. Shells containing 
poisonous gas whistled towards and over th<‘ 
British lines. Projectiles which burst high uj) 
and came down like flaming torches descended 
among the crouching Australians and Terri- 
torials. A torrent of our artillery tiro was 
turned on Pozieres, the fortified Windmill 
behind it, tho lines of trenches before the 
village and tho barbed-wire entanglements. 

Suddenly, about midnight, the British guns 
lifted and the Australians rose to their feet. 
At once rockets rose into the air, and bursting 
lit up tho 500 yards or so of crater-pi ttecl 
ground between therti and th<‘ first (h‘iTnan 
trench. The Australians, in the glare of tlie 
rockets, under a rain of shrapnel, movc'd 
st<'adily and ra])idly forward. On their left 
Ti‘rritorials — mostly Londoners — made for the 
west, end of tho village', ’^riie first German 
trench had been rc*cently dug ; it was sliallow, 
and tho enemy there ottered little rc'sistanc^'. 
Digging themselves in, the Axistralians halteit, 
wliilo our guns j)layed on the second trench, a 
deep and well-built one beyond the tramway 
running about the outskirts of the village. 
1'liero the Germans put up a better fight, but 
wen' all bayoneted or tak<'n prisoners. 

Having improved the second trench, the 
Australians, crossing to others, made their 
way through clumps of woods and orcliards 
into th(i village itself. Two redou])ts were 
captured on the way. Meanwhile the 'L'ni- 
torials had <m tho loft got above' Pozieres and 
\\('re attacking it from tho north-west. From 
daybreak onward the work of clearing out the 
(Germans from the ruins of the village went on. 
At 1 1.30 a.m. tho Germans, strongly reinforced. 
<‘ounter-attaeked. They had been doped with 
<*ther and charged like a troo[) of madmen. In a 
horrible hand-to-hand conflict weapons of (wery 
Ivind were employed and some of the Germans 
\ised spiked clubs which had been special ly 
made for this warfare. Backwards and for- 
wards swayed tho infm^iated combatants. But 
by 4 p.m. our troops gained tho mastory and 
by nightfall three-quarters of Pozieres was won. 

Less successful was tho attempt to storm 
Guillemont at the southern end of tho sector. 
St'vi^ral barbed -wire entanglements covc*ring 
position had not been destroyed. Raked 
by machine-gun fire and charged by the Cier- 
’■uin reserves, tho British who had effected a 


lodgment in the village from the nortli were 
obliged to withdraw. 

Between Pozieres and Guillemont tlu'ro had 
also been fierce encounters. At one moment 
our men luid expelled the Germans entirely 
from Longueval, but by tho afternoon they had 
regained a footing in the northern liouses of the 
village. On tho French front there had been 
an artillery duel, and south of Soyecourt a 
Ch'rrnan attack had been repulsed. 

On tho 24th the battle for tho ridges n<.)rth of 
the Sommo continued, but nothing dt'cisive 
oeeuiTcd. The Australians and the British madt' 
some ])rogress in and around lV)zieres, where 
six (Jerman erflieers and 145 men were captured 
and tilt? French south of the Somme* carried at 
night some strongly fortified liouses and a 
strt't<*h of t rench between Fstreos and \"ermand- 
Ovilh'rs. 

The' iK'xt day (July 25) the situation changoel. 
For a week no rain hatl fallen anel the grouiul 
had ilriod, which was fa\ onrablo to the Allies, 
still tJie atmospheric conditions had been bad 
for our artillery observers, whethe'r in tbo 
forward observing positions or high above tins 
ground in aircraft. For it was hazy and the^ 
smoke of liattle lay lieavy on the earth. 

As a eonst'cpiencf^ hattt'py after hatti'ry of 
the he'avy German guns wliieJi had Ixs'ii hastily 
dis])a.tehod to tho Somme' fremt we-ii'e safely 
]ilaee*el by their dotaehmemts in various suitable 
positions bediinel FIt.'rs, tliei ne*xt. village which 
would luive t-o be* st.orme‘d on (he* roeid through 
]jongU('val te) Ba[>aume*. During the* 2t)lh tliei 
increased veJume of she*ll fire from the* Ge-rman 
side plainly shejwcd the Brit ish that more^ guns 
hail he*e'n brought into ivetion against t he'iii. At 
the' same time^ tho stremg re'inforc(*me*nts of 
infantry which had also reae;}ie*d tlies German 
lin(*s eonmu*nci*d a series of formidable c<jimt e*r- 
attaeks. One of the*so in the^ afterneiein was 
direele^el freim the ne)rth-(*ast against bozie'*n*s, 
ineKst eif which village was in the* liands of the* 
Australians or Terri te»rials. The* eom(‘tery on 
the' north-wc*st side* liad been take*n hy our ine*n, 
but to the nejrth-t'ast the eeimjilieatiein of 
tre*ne*lie*s in front e>f the summit known as tlie? 
Winelinill on the* ridge behind Pejziejres still 
lield f>u1 . 3^:) re*se*ue th<*ir eomnwkis still lurking 

in eir ne'ar the? villager tlie Ge^rmans swt'pt elown 
on both sides of the PozieVe's-Hapaiime* road 
fre>m the* direction eif the* Windmill. It was a 
lirave hut fruitless attempt. Such charge's, 
alre*ady prej)Oste*re)us at the^ First Battle e>f 
Ypros, had, in face of the^ gigantic itccurnnlation 
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of guns and sholls, now become suicidal. Caught 
by ji d(‘lug(^ of shray)noI, tlio (Imnans hesitated, 
lialt(‘d, and then ran back, kuiving liehiiKl 
tIuMn tlie ground littered witb the dead and 
dying. Almost simultaneously wit li tliis charge, 
anotluT in the region of (Juillemont met with 
the sam<‘ fate'. At other ])oinls partic's of our 
infantry progi\*ssed. To the south of KstriVs 
tlie Kreneh r(*due('d somh' strongly fortifi«‘d 
houses and fai‘th<*r west ex[)el|i'(| tlie enemy 
from tnau'lies nort h of Vermaiid-()\ illers. The 
saliiaits ci’i'ated by the Allies north and south 
of the Somme wen^ }K*ing gradually tlattfmed 
out, 

Nigtit. fell hut brought no rest to the eom- 
}>ata.nt.s. '^riier.* wa>; no moon and the (»nly 
light on the battletield was that <'aused by 
explosions of the shells or the oeea<iona.l 
lights an<l ro(‘ke|s thrown u[>. About 3 a.m. 
on t he 2tltli th(' ( h'rmans, und<*l erred liy th(‘ir 
losses of the previous day, comim^need a 
counler-a.ttack on our position b(dAV(*en 
J^ongueval and LN)/ieres. A flight of rockids 
shot up and gn\it patches of irround 
became visibk*. betraying th(* eiuMuy’s ad- 
vatux*. At< one<‘ tlu^ tnaicli mortal's on our 
side began to lire, and the* sound of machinc'- 
guns and of rifle-firing w^s heai'd, wdiiki our 
batterii's bcdiind poured a. devastating fire on 
tln' assa-ulting troops. 

The att ack w as biMihai back and a sfH*ond also 
failed. When dawn broke, “ No Man's hand ” 
was h('aped wuth ghastly results of the British 
tire. 

Tt was on July 2(i that Pozien s was finally 
i‘.a])tured and the* second phase of fbo Battk' 


of the Somme ended. The Territorials and 
Australians had penetrated the main German 
line just below the Cemetery, where numerous 
prisoners were taken. Thence the llritisli 
worked east^ward along the trench to the 
F\)zieres-Bapaume road and advancjed against 
the positions guarding tlie high ground, north- 
east of the village, ^lost of the prisoners 
eaptiired belonged to the 22nd Uegiment, 
brought doNvn from the Y^yires region, and to 
the l57tJi lli'giinent. 

Bvery building, every cojise, wood, declivity 
in the ground had heen utilized by the German 
engineers for defensive yiurposes, and vast 
underground dwellings Jiad been eonstrueted to 
liouse the garrisons in safety. Am]>le supplies 
of arms a-iid ammunition wfTi^ at ha.nd for their 
troops and ean^ful arrangements Jiad been 
made to bring a yiowerful tire on tlie works 
tlu'inselves in ease they should fall into the 
hands of the British ; in short, th(^ whol<^ 
rt 'sources of military art bad biuui exliausted 
to rencku' this position impregnable. But, 
battered to pii'ci'.s so far as th(‘ above-ground 
const met ions w’l'ri' concerned, tlie nerve- 
shatteri'd garrison had ht'en imahle to n'sist, 
th(^ deterniiuod assaults of the British and 
Australians, The process of (‘learing out the 
dug-outs w^as, as a.n otUi'cr reinarkc'd, something 
like drawing a badger. But it w^as don(\ and 
Pozieri's remained in tlK' iiands of our gallant 
troops. 

Silicic .Inly I somt' 24 sc[ua.re miles bad bi.'en 
siMzed by the British. "Diey had a.dvaneed 
(‘astwanl on a-ii avt'rage 7,000 yards on a front 
averaging bidwiMm 0,000 and 10,000 yards. 
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A view OF FOZlkRES AFTER THE BRITISH ATTACK. 
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THE CAMPAIGN IN GERMAN 
EAST AFRICA (I). 
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A t once tho largofct and the most im- 
portant of Gorman over-s<*a posses- 
sions, German Fast ,c\fri(ta was atso 
in a more favourable posit ion }>oth for 
oftonsivo and defensive operations tJum the 
other German colonies. ''Phe commander of t)u‘ 
forces. Colonel von Lettovv-Vorbeck, firoved to 
he an able soldier, and for tlio first 18 months 
of the war he kept practically intact the leari- 
to»'y committed to his charge. T’hronghout tlie 
greati:^r part of that period ho maintained an 
offensive on all liis land frontiers. 'Tliis he was 
able to do as the eombined result of the unpn*- 
paredness of his opponents and of geograpiliical 
factors. 

The region known as Gorman P^asfc Africa lies 
between Portuguese Fast Africa on tlie south 
and British Fast Africa on the north. West- 
ward it extends to the great lakes of Central 
Africa, and includes parts of all those lakes — 
Nyasa. Tanganyika, Kivu and Victoria Nyan/,»i, 
P is bordered north-west Pjy tlio Uganda 
Protectorate, west by Belgian Congo, and 
'"Outh-wost by Northern Rhodesia and tho 
^^yasaland Protectorate. Its land frontiers 
are over 2.200 miles in length. Tn relation to 
d - neighbours it occupies a central position with 
shorter and better lines of communication. Of 
V^jI. X.— Part 121. 


this cin'Mimst ano(^ von L<“t low -Vorheek took 
full advantage. 

On tlie Indian Ocean tlu^ Gorman [)rr>teet orate 
liad a .seaboard of about 459 miles with several 
good harhours. But from the naval standpoint 
the value of the t-wo c4iief ports, Dar-c‘s- Salaam 
and 4’anga,, was diminished owing to tin* proxi- 
:nity of tlio islands of Zarr/j})ar a,nd reniha, 
which are a British prot»'et orate. In the ('venl 
of hostilities thesis islands form convenient hase.*^ 
for ojicrations against tin* mainland-- a eirciini- 
stance of considera))le importance, hut yet- a, 
])oor consolation in tlu' Gn‘at War, lor th(‘ 
pri<*e paid for Zan/,iba,r by the Anglo-( h‘nna.n 
jil^reement of »Inly, 1899, was tlie cession ol 
Heligoland ! 

'Phe value of Zanzibar as far as I{Iast Africa 
wa'' conceriH'd was dinnonstrateil at tht‘ 
outset of the cain])a.ign, two ernisers sailing 
}ut«>ss and bombarding Dar-(‘s-Sala.am (August 
8. 1914). "Phe initiative at sea n-sted with the 
British, but it was momentarily ehalkaiged. 
4'he cruiser Konii^sbt'rg was in the, Indian Ocean 
wlrai war was d(*ela.red, a,nd on Sept<*nib(.*r 29 
it destroyed the Pegasus in Zanzihai’ roailstead. 
Meantime, on August 15, GiTma-u forci s had 
invaded British Fast Africa in the Kilimanjaro 
region and bad 'Pavefa. A combined 
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land and soa attac-k on MoinV)afta was thon 
plannod. TIkv l ind fon-t; ^ot within ‘?r> inih s 
of lhat ])ort. )>nt tlv' Kiinigsborg insteacl of 
hoing ahln to hc‘lp was cliascd by Britisli war- 
ships and oventnally traine to an inglorious end 
in the shallow waters of Mie Riifiji river. Jii 
December, 1914, Dar-cs-Salaam was again 
bombarded, and in Kf'bruary. lOlo, a blockade 
of the coast of (h‘rman Kast Africa was in- 
stit utod. 

Krom '^Pavc'ta, a.n<l fi’f)fn otlier places on the 
frontier, the (l(‘rnians made raids on the* 
1 Uganda Railway,* bnt they faih'd ii^ their 
endeavours to c*aptnre >iair^>])i, tla* capital of 
British Kast Africa, and to s(‘i/(* the governor. 
Knrly in Novc'mber, 1914, troops from India 
attackf'd Tanga from tlu' sea-. Thf^ attack 
failed, the Britisli casualties being 7t>5. A 



COLONEL VON LHTTOW-VORBECK. 


-simultaneous attack on the Cerman positions 
north of Kilimanjaro also failed. In .lanuary, 
191."), Indian troops garrisoncHl .bissin, a. small 
])ost within the German frontit'r, but in the 
same month tlu'y were comjx'lled to sur- 
render to the eJermans. 'ri'.ere followed many 
weary montlis of frontier fig) ding. In April, 
1015, Brigadier-General Stewart was superseded 
in the command of tJie troops in British Kast 
Africa by ISlajor-Gc^neral Tighe, who also had 

• So oallotl hocanso it loads to Uganda. Tho otlioial 
bile is the* Mombasa- Metoria Nyanza Railway, a?id it is 
wholly in Rritiah Kast Africa. 


charge of the oper.ations on tlie \\est(*rn 
Uganda frontier, where there was considt'rabU* 
fighting. In June, 1915. a combined land and 
lake attaek on Bukf)ba, the chief German port 
on the west side of Victoria Nyanza, was com- 
pletely successful. The only armed (Jerman 
boat on tho lake had been previotisly disaliled. 
The strength of the British in East .Africa was 



DK. SCHNKH, 

(tovernor of German East Africa. 

largely increase*] early in 191<) by t[a‘ arrival <4 
an Expedit ionary Force from South Africa, and 
ill F*‘hriiary of that year General Smuts took 
over the comma.nd. General 4''igh(‘ had alri'ady' 
initiated an olTerxsive movement against the 
<aiemy, and in Alareh, 191<i, ( {en(*ral Smuts 
swc'pt till' Gt*nna.ns out of the Kilimanjaro area. 

On the C*)ngo front if‘r the war b<*gan with 
the bombardment — August 22, 1914 — of 

Lukuga, a Belgian port on Tanganyika, of 
which lake the Gt^rmans held command until 
the close of 191.5. The operations against 
the Belgians, es])ecially in the region of Rake 
Kivu, were on a comparatively larg*' scale, 
but the Belgian eommander. General Tomb<*ur, 
kept his opponents in check \A4iilc ongag*'d in 
raising a force strong enough to begin a serious 
offensive. The Jielgian colonial army — Congo 
natives — struck ifs first big blow in April, 
1916. Next, however, to their efforts against 
British East Africa, tho German otfeiisive 
in the early months of the war was directed 
mainly against Northern Rhodesia and Nvasa- 
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land. On Lake Nyasa itself they \v«‘re powia- 
less, the British having disabled the only 
< h‘nnan sti‘ainer on tlie lak(* on August I.'k 
1014. Outstanding events in the eji,m|uiign 
u(To till? defeat on Se|)tend)er 0, 1014, of 

a determined attempt to seiz<‘ Karonga, a 
British port on Lake Xyasa, and the sueeessful 
defence by an Anglo-Belgian fon^t' of the post 
of Saisi, just within the Khodcisian frontier 
(JuntN August , 101.5). In Septeniher-Xovc'inher, 
10L5, rrinfortiemeiits fr<mi South .Africa reaelual 
Xyasaland, but it was nf)t until .May, JOlti, that 
an invasion of Gi'rman territory from (hat 
protect cmvte was und(*rtaken. Aleantiuu', in 
March, 1910, T*ortugal had joined in th<j war and 
her troops had occupied one or two places on 
the southern frontic*r of the German protec- 
toi'ate. 


(Jer'uan Dast Africa ha<l an ari'a of over 
,480,000 srpiare iiiih's that is, it wasn(‘arly twiie 
as large as (^^•rmany. At its grc'ah'st, h ngth - 
S. I'L and XAV. it f^xtinded for a distaiue of 
1.000 miles. Although in t he t ro[)ics, t his terri- 
tory contains several areas which, owing to their 
<4evation, are suitalile for settlenn'iit by I'hiro 
peans. 'Pht'se areas probably do not exceod 
altogether aO.OOO Mpian* nlil(^s, and in tla* rest 
of the country the <*limal(^ is unhea.lt hy for 
white ra.f*es. Little mineral wealth hatl h(‘en 
di.scovert‘d, but in sylvan, agricultural and 
pa.slf)ral resources thci country is imnaaisely 
rich, and it is the natural avenue of trade for a 
considerable* ]iart of t'entia.l Africa,. Mor(*over, 
judged hy African standards — tla? continent is 
very sparsely populated — its native iidiabit ants, 
who number about 8,000,000, a.i*e fa.irly 
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ON THE KOKOBRS OF RHODESIA. 

Rhodesian troops on the march. 

numerous. Many Arabs and Indians dwell in forests or elephant grass. Big game is plentiful 

the coast lands. The physical features of the in many regions. The lion, leopard, buffalo, 

country are on a grand scale, the principal draw- giraffe, antelopes of many kinds, the “rhino.** 

biwik being the hudc of navigable rivers. Of and tlie “ liijipo.” are all there, and snakes, 

non-navigablo rivers there are many, some of many venomous, abound. Crocodiles infest 

imposing length. The major part of the the rivers and the tse-tso fly — and other 

country is a tableland, 3,000 to 4,000 feet pests — many distri<*ts. The soil is nearly 

in average elevation and with an undulating everywhere rich and abundantly repays (mlti- 

snrfaee. Parts of the tableland are barren, vation. The eastern escarpment of the tablc- 

hnt for the most part it is covered with land is much broken, forming ranges of 
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iiioimtains wliicli run parallel to tla* mmi.. 
Tlio coajstal plain, soinetinirs sandy, ]>iii 
mostly inaiip:rovo s\vainj)s and diMist' jnn^h*. 
>is from [10 to over 100 miles wide. <)\\ in- 
to their fertility the majority of tlu* i*hiroj)ean 
plantations ^^ere in the eoaslal pla.in and 
ill the mountains faeinpj it. "riaa'e \vei<‘ iw., 
prineipal areas of settlement, in the hilP 
around Mro^oro, west of Dai -es.Sa.la.:mi. 
and, farther north, in Dsamhara, Axlien- tin- 
hi^^lilands eome nearest the sea and rtjuh (o 
within a few miles of the frontier of British 
Afriea. Besides the tangles of naamtains 
forming the sea-ward wall of t}i(‘ iaJileland, 
several isolated summits mark its ('astern (‘dg-. 
Of those Mount .Meru (14,0r)0 feel) and the 
majestie, glaeier-ela<l, N'oleanie coik' of Kilhnan- 
jaro (19, .121 fiM't, the* liigla'sl mountain in 
Afriea) wire within th<‘ < h‘i*man frontiir. 'tla' 
southern slop(\s of Kilimanjaro and Mrni a.n- 
among the Ix'st wattav'd, most cult ivatt'd, and 
most healthy regions of Kast Afriea. 'I'lay nv 


1 25 

III th(‘south-we.st Xxasa :r,(» mil... j,, U-ngt |, _ 
Ik's h.OOU It. l)(‘l<Av the unhrnkc'ii lim- i)f the 
lavingstoiK' inonnfains; d,ie west is 'rangaii- 
yika., a roek-homid rihhon of water :U) to 4.“) 
inili's wid(' and ovi'r too miles Imie. \orlh of 
I anganyika., ira-nuMl in mighty mouniain.-, lies 
Kivu, a pigmy a-mojig its giant nei-lih..,,,. . for 
Its k'ugth is only milos, hut most pie- 

turesijue of Afriea.n lakes. And m.rfh of Kivu 
IS a la.nd (»f wonder and myslerx dominat.'d liy 
tht‘ lofty cones of a >eries of \<‘r\ artiw vol- 
eanot's, the Mfumhiro Mount a.iiis. tlastward 
ol Mhunhiro. a,nd eompara,! i v(']\ sliallow , for 
it lie^ on the tahlelaiid, not in 1 he Bift 
\ alkw. is th(‘ \a,sl ('xpan.se of the \ ietoria 
Xyanza. with a.n area, la-arly as ^u’eat a.-> Seol 
la.nd. Ahont a. haii-th of the waters of Nvasa. 
half (.f Kivu, a.nd rather more Hum half of 
X'ietoria. Xyanza.. tog.'tlier with part of Hie 
Mfmiiliiro .Mounta.ins, weiv in the (hnnan 
prot.‘et(>ra.t(>. wa.iers of ra.nga.nyika., ont- 

-ide the three* miles limit were ini <‘rna,t i. aial, 



DAR-KS-SAI.AAM. 


conveniently adjacent to tlu' Usambara high 
hmds, and liave in 'Tanga an excellent ]>orf. 

Much of the interior is nnattra(rti\’(* from the 
i'Cenic' point of view, but few' regions of Afriea. 
rival in grandeur and beauty t he w'esti rn fringe 
of the protectorate. Tfere the tableland is 
< left by a huge chasm, knowm as the ( ba^at Bift 
^ alloy, and in the chasm, of imm(*nse depth, 
lie lakes Nyasa, Tanganyika and Kivu. 'I'he 
^'alls of the chasm tower sheer above the lake.s. 


a' free to the Bi’itish, wlio own i*s southern 
shor<‘s, jind the Belgia.ns, to whom belong its 
• •ictern coast, as to Hie (ierinans. Iiiiiih*- 
diately east ot Ki\'u is the mount ainons and 
t hiekly-])opnla.ted district of Bna-nda., a feudal 
State still go\'c*rned h\' its own Sultan in 1914, 
thougli (I(*rman so\ (‘reignty was ael^now ledgeil. 
Buanda is famed for its eountk •ss herds of 
cattle and its healthy elinuitc'. It also contains 
the mo.st remote of tla* head-streams cjf the 
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BRITISH WATER-SUPPLY COLUMN. 


Nik*. Tliosc gathrr into oiio and, as (lu* 
Kagora, flow into tlio Victoria Nyanza just 
within tho bounds of the Uganda Protectorate. 

It was one of the ironies of llio partition of 
Africa tliat tliis central n‘gion of the ea.stern 
half of the continent fell to (3(*nnany, for in 
iks exploration and early development tho\ 
had htul scarcely any part. The first I]uroj>eans 
to hold sway o\'er the seaports werc^ tho Portu- 
guese — s(ime vestiges of their rnh^ still remain. 
In tho nineteenth century the Arab Sultans 
of Zanzibar luul succeeded to the sovereignty 
over tho coast of tho neiglibouring mainlaiKl. 
It was one of those Sultans, S<*yyid JMajid, who 
first recognized tlio advantages that tho per- 
fectly sheltered liarbour of J_)ar-es- Salaam 
(Arabic for the Haven of Peace) offered in 
contrast with the 0 ]>en roadstead of Zanzibar. 
To the Zanzibar Arabs was due also tho first 
authentic lmovvlc*dge of tho interior. In quest 
of slaves and ivory these Arabs p(*netrated 
inland to Tanganyika, and even across tliat 
lake into tho heart of what became Belgian 
(;Jongo. LfCadors in this movement wore the 
family of whicli Tippoo Tib was tho best-lmown 
member. Starting from Bagamoyo, opposite 
Zanzibar, the Arabs formed a caravan route 
to Tanganyika, They founded on the open table- 
land the town of 'Pabora as a half-way house 
between tlie sea and th<* lakes. Ujiji, midway 


on fho eas<t‘ri\ short's <>f Tanganyika, where 
occurs one of tlu; rart' br<*aks in tho line of pre- 
cipitous cliffs forming the eastern wall of the 
Urcat Kift Valley, was their lake port, and 
there they ruled as sovereigns and lords. 
Humours of tho existence of vast seas in the 
lioart of Africa presently rt'ached thinqie. It 
was the ago of great cvxplorers in Africa, and 
Burton and S])eko made i\n adventurous 
journey from Jhigamoyo to Tanganyika. First, 
of white? men at Ujiji, in Ft'hruary, i8.”)8, the\' 
gazed upon tho waters of that lake? — the longest 
fresh-water lake in tin* world. Next to ex- 
plore Tanganyika was David Livingstone, and 
it was at Ujiji that he was “ found ” by H. M. 
Stanley in 1871. S[)ek(', besides his share in 

the diseoviTV of Tanganyika, was the first 
white man to sc'o tho watoi^s of that nyanzn 
which he named after Queen Victoria ; and to 
Speke and (5rant and to H. M. Stanley was duo 
the opening up of tho route from Bagamoyo 
to Victoria Nyanza. Speke likewise was the 
first European to see Mfumbiro. Kivu alone 
owed its discovery to a German, Count 
Gdtzci, . 

Hard on tho heels of the explorers came the 
missionaries — British missionaries — and these 
carried on desperately hard work with unceas- 
ing devotion. Much of their effort was directed 
to combating the Arab slave traders, and 
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brlieving that on© of the surest methods of 
ibocomplishing their object was to develop 
legitimate trade, they launched tlie first 
steamers placed on the waters of Tanganyika 
and Nyasa. After the missionary came the 
trader — ^British and British -Indian — and after 
tlie trader the political agent. As early as 
1877 Seyyid Bargash, then Sultan of Zanzibar, 
had offered to British merchants extensive 
rights in liis mainland dominions. Seyyid 
|5argash, like his piedecessors, was in close 
relations with the Govornnient of India, and 
British influence was predominant in Zanzibar, 
where Sir Joliti Kirk was in tlie critieal period 
of partition the British Agent. In 1877 the 
British merchants proved more timid — a re- 
markable exception to the general rule — than 
the British Governmtmt in assiuning responsi- 
bility, and Seyyid Bargash’s oiler was not 
accepted. Jn 1883-84 the rivalry of German\ 


began. The notorious Karl Peters, whose 
subsequent exploits eariud for liim among th(? 
natives the title of “ 14ie Man with the Blood- 
stained Band,” with two coinjianions, landc’d 
clandestinely on the mainland near Zjin/.ibar 
in November, 1884, and concluded t reatit's 
\Nith chieftains in the Kilimanjaro and oth<‘r 
regions, upon which a little later tlu‘ (h rman 
Imperial Government foundetl claims of sovf'- 
roignty. For action of tliis kind sonu^ of ll\e 
Ihitish interested in the develo|)ment of I]ast» 
Alriea luul been pn'pared, and a sliort whih? 
I»«‘toro Kirl Peti'rs i*(‘aehc‘d Zan/.ihar Mr. 
(iitterwards Sir) H. 11. Johnston luul inatlc 
treaties with the cliiefs of 4'av(4a and 
oilier nativ'e potentates in the Kilimanjaro 
region. 

It is not necessary to set forth the diplo- 
matic strngglt^ which followed ; the result 
\\c.s that through the complaisant action 
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MEN OF THE KING’S AFRICAN RIFLES. 

of tli<^ Tiritisli Forci.Lcn Onic<*, whicli (lion wol- 
ooniod (J('rinau oooix'nil ion in the work of 
civilization in Africa- (lerinnny secured (la* 
ricli region which had ojieiu'd up by 

Hritish caiterprise, while to the British fell 
an unknown land, bc*li(wed (o be worthless, 
sav’c as alTord'ni a, routi* (o Uganda a.nd (lie 
UpfX'r Nile. It had on<’ good Jairbour— 
Mombasa arid tluit in IHST) s<H'inc<| to bf- 
the beginning and end of its advantages. 
It fell to Bord Salislniry in to sign the 

agreement which set (Ic'd the houndaru*s of 
the (lerman prot('etora( e. 'I’he ( lermans in 
eharaeteri.st ie fashion laid intriguc'd to secure 
Za.nziba.r Island, both becaus<* of its coni' 
inanding stratc'gie position and its ^aIue us 
chit'f entre])6t for the trade' of IVntral Africa. 
In the end they a(‘kno\v h'dge'd a British pro- 
tectorate over Zanzibar but they got Ilelige)- 
land in recompense. Further. Karl IVter^ lied 
conducted afilibustering exiu'dition iniol'gaiHla 
with the object of obtaining for (icrinany a. 
footing in the Ujiper Nile basin. Lord Salis- 
bury insisted that the whole basin of (he NiU* 
should be left in the British sphere, and carric'd 
his point. But again the price paid was some- 
what heavy — it was the sacrifice of the* scheme, 
associated chiefly with the name of Cecil 
Bhodes, for an “all-British’’ route from the 
Cai>e to Cairo. Sir Harry Johnston, Mr. A. J. 
Swann and others had in the region between 


Tanganyika and Uganda made treaties with 
native potentates which would have achieved 
the desired object, but Germany olijected to 
have the British as neighbours in the west as 
well as in the north and .south, and by the 
1890 agreement the limits of the German pro- 
tectorate were made conterminous with tlu‘ 
eastern frontier of the Congo Free State (now' 
the Belgian Congo!.* Apart from this main 
issue two other noteworthy incidents occurred 
in fixing the frontier. They concerned rival 
claims to mountains, Kilimanjaro and Mfiim- 
biro. The outcome of the negotiations may 
be tokl in the words of a correspondent of 
The. Times : 

To Kilimanjaro tho British had tlio host title, and tho 
straight lino wlntdi if was proposed should form tlie Anglo- 
(lorinan boundary would have carried the frontier across 
tho mountain and left tho higliost jieaks on tlu^ Britisli 
side, honl .Salisbury, howovor, wa.s told — tho story was 
ciirront at I ho time, though it duos not appear in th(^ 
diplomatic do<’nmcnts — tliat tho Kaiser (thou Prince 
William of Prussia) greatly desired that Kilimanjaro, 
first sighted by a (.h‘nnan,t sliould bocomo (.lerman 
territory. Lord .Salisbury was complaisant, and the 
frontii'r was dtilecti'd to meet tho wishes of tho IVnssian 
Princo — though tho 'I’uvc^ta district fell to (Iroat Britain. 
Tho .story is c’haructcristie, and it has hoon an nndunbtf'd 
point of .satisfaction to William 11. that the (Jerman flag 
.slionlcl float over the highest point of Africa. 'I'he 
particular p(>ak which ri.sc.s a few fe<*t aho\'o ils neighbour-^ 
ir, oalled the Kai.ser Wilhelm Spit/.e. 

Among oth(T things, the Kaiser had expressed 
great interest in “ tho flora and fauna ” of 
Kilimanjaro, and this wa.s remembered wheat the 
diplomatists came to fix the vvestt'ni frontier, 
v^her^* ^Ifiimbiro wit's situati'ii. Tho straight 
hue thou fav'oured fur international bouiidarit's 
would have \)U\et'd Mf\uubirc> (as was su])posed! 
within tho German sphere*. 

rill' chance glinip.se which Hpeke obtained in 1861 of thi- 
niagiiilicent volcanic region led, however, to the saving 
of a portion of that territory lor Britain. Kilimanjaro 
had been gracefully given to Clormany, and Lord .Salisbnrv 
c’IuiiiuhI Mfumhiro in return. “ UVII tho Krnperor,” 
Alexandm* Bruce, one of the fonmlers of tho British Kn'^t 
.\frica Company, and a .soii-indaw of David Livingstone, 
is reporfotl to liavo .said. “ that tliere is a Scot.sinan in 
tkliiibnrgh interested in tho flora and fauna of the 
moniitain.” 'I'he (lermans, more than half belitwitig 
that Mfumbiro had only a inytlucnl existence, agreoil to 
Lord Salisbury’s demand, J^ater on Speke’s Mfumhiro 
was found to be full 20 miles w’cst of its supposed position, 
and was claimed by Belgium to bo in Congo territory. 
[ K\ entnally, after years of negotiations, the Mfumhiro 
region was divided between Britain, Germany and 
Belgium.] 

♦ When in 180 4 the Rosebery Administration tried to 
got through the Capo to Cairo connexion by obtaining the 
lease of a .strip of Congo territory, Germany at once inter- 
vened and tho propo.sed lease was abandoned. 

t Johannes Rebinann (in 1848). Rebmann was a 
Wurtemburger, a missionary in the .serv ice of the Church 
Missionary Society. 
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For a number of years the Germans did little 
tow ards the de\'clopment of their protectorate. 
Thf' iwiministrat ion had to meet Arab revolts on 
the coast and to subjugate many native tribes 
in the interior. Their methods wore in general 
very harsh ; the etforts of one or two onlight - 
oned governors, such as .Afajor Hermann v<»n 
Wissmann and Count (^dtzen, conld not 
change the whole spirit of the administration. 
J" or years, too, the public services \vere starved 
hy the refusal of the Reichstag to vote the snp- 
pli('s required. The Usambara Highlands w cmc 
developed by private ent(‘rj)rise, part of the 
capital employed being Rritish. It was not 
until the apiiointment, in 1907, of a busin(‘ss 
man, Herr Dernburg, to the (jlermau Colonial 
oOice that the jirotectorate was given anqile 
m(‘an.s of development. The Uganda Hailw a\ , 
w hich reached Victoria Xyanza in 1901, had 
proved highly successful and was drawing to 
Alombasa much of the tra<h' of (ha'inan Fast 
Africa. The lesson was not lost on Herr 
J.)('rn]j\irg. The railway from I'anga to th(‘ 

I sainbara Highlands w’as contimi(‘tl to Ncmi 
IM osIji, on the slopes of Kilimanjaro, and IS 
miles w^est of the Hritish frontier. iMon^ im[)or- 
lant w^as the completion of wdiat is called vari- 
ously the Central Railway and the Tangan;^'ika.- 
hidin. This trunk lino, from Dar-es-Salaam to 
Lake Tanganyika, was begun in lOOo, but in 
1907 had not got beyond Mrogoro. Aft<‘r H«‘rr 
Dernburg’s visit to East Africa in that y^ ar 
construction went forward rapidly, and in 


February, 1914, the rails reached the Uko - a 
distance of 780 miles. Ow ing to an all (‘ra- 
tion in tho level of Tanganyika Ujiji was not. 
chosen as the lake terminus, a* land-lockcHl 
natural harbour, Kigoina, being availalile four 
miles farther north. With tho building of the 
railways the numl^er of plantations increast'd. 
In 1913 tho value of exports from the prott'c- 
torate was £1,777,000, an indication of tlu^ 
volume of tradi* which would follow th(* pro- 
vision of ch(*ap t i*ansport. 

In 1912 Dr. Alln'rl Schniu', w’ho haci lic'ld pf)sts 
in London and the »South S<'as and who had 
juarried a Xmv Zealand lady, wa-s appointiMl 
go V( no or, and he wa.s in o0icewh<'n war hroki' 
out. Towwds the coast Arabs aiul the Hrilish 
Indians (who w(‘re aniong the cliief traders) he 
followed a conciliatory policy; lie also look 
some steps to secairc' r<*as<.nabl(‘ t reat iiient of I Im‘ 
negroes by the planttn-s. In view' of the* nVr of 
Protector of Islam adopt c‘d by tla' Kaiser it is 
nott‘W'orthy to find that Dr. S(9in(‘e, months 
b(‘lorc^ the war })rok(‘ out, was caigagt'd in a.n 
anti Alahomm(*dan (*rusa.de. A (*ircula»r ‘^igia'd 
by Jiim was scnit, in October, 1913, to all District 
OommissioiK'rs on the su})j(‘ct. A copy of this 
precious documenj w'a.s discoven'd by the 
Hrilish in the archives at Moshi in Marclu 1911). 
It read as follows : 

All iiiililn.t‘y station'^. 

’Sou arc (‘(I fc) witliin thm* riinnlli's fiotn 

dale of nuMiipt a report staliiig wluU cjin ho <loii«' l>y 
ni‘‘aii'n of (^oveniinenl servants jumI ( Jov(‘rntncnl ti-Mt lin s 

ooniitc.ract. cl’l’i'ctively ‘.spreail «*f Islainic propa-amljt. 
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Do you consider it possible to make a regulation 
prohibiting Islam al together 7 Possibly a rule inigfit be 
enforced by which teachers would not be allowed to 
perform circumcisions or act as preachers in the mosquo.v, 
etc. The same prohibition might also be applied to other 
Oovemrnont servants. 

The encouragement of pig- brooding among natives is 
recommended by experts a.s an effective moans ot stopping 
the spread of Inlam. Ploaso consider tliis point also. 

“ Expert opinion rocoiniuondod pig-broed- 
ing as a provoiitativo to tho spretwi of Islam- a 
fine example of tho i^rofimdity of German 
thouglit. But when the war began Dr. Schnee 
changed his tune. By his authority a proclama- 
tion inciting the Moslems to a Holy War was 
distributed broadcast. Tho Germans did more. 
Tiioy entered into direct negotiations witli 
Moslem notables, subjects of the Allies, and 
endeavoured to seduce them from their alle- 
giance. A choice specimen of tho way in 
w'hich they wont to work to effect this object is 
afforded by a letter addressed by Count Falken- 
stein, tho o nicer commanding the forces on 
tho Nyasa frontier, to a Mahomedan who 
exorcised great influence over tho largo Moslem 
population living on either side of the Anglo - 
Portuguese border near Lake Nyasa. The 
following is a translation of the principal 
passages Oi Count Falkenstein’s letter ; 

'I'ho Mahomedans together with the Germans and tho 
.Austrians are fighting with English, Froncli, Italian.*? 
Serbians, and Japanese. ITie enemy everywhere are 
defeated. ... In Morocco tho French are cumpletely 
cleared out. ... In Afghanistan and Baluchi Uan the 
^'nglish have run away. 


Now tho children of Padisha have oaterotl into power. 
. . . French and Russians are practically fallen and the 
Engli.sh not quite yet, but many of their soldiers are 
killed outright, very many of their battlo.ships are sunk. 
Of their steamers more than 600 liave sunk. 

Here in East Africa soldiers [ ? our] have reached close 
to tho English railway at difforont places. The Englisli 
railway, its roadway, our askaris [native soldiers] have 
destroyed. . . . Tho Belgian askari have everywlioro 
been defoalod, many have died, many taken prisoners. 
Furthorraore, liere in Nyasaland there are many German 
ankari. Many Mahomotlans and we ounsolvos w\V m ike 
a groat “ biismes.s.** 

And now all Mahomodans are knowing when they die. 
Furthermore, tliey are dying for God. Jle has seen thoir 
flag of holy war with His own eyes. And you do not fail 
to bring nows to me immediately and the names of those 
Angoni[a tribe of Zulu origin living in British Nyasaland], 
wo are w'anting thoir “ mark.s ’* and thoir chieftain. 

Ask them quietly. Dispose clover men well for the 
huUng of our secret and you will be happy in tho (jovorn- 
inent together with your people. — Falkenstkin, 
t’antain. 

The now atlitudo of tlie ' adminiist.ration 
towards Islam had its effect on the Moslems 
living in German East Africa, and among tho 
stoutest of Colonel von Lettow-Vorbeck’s 
troops were Arab volimtocrs. 

Nominally the combined strength of tho 
military and police forces in German East 
Africa when war began was some 200 Germans 
and 2,500 natives. Tho North German Gazette 
of March 26, 1916, claimed that in East Africa, 
as in South-West Africa and Cameroon, 
“ the military organization consisted at all 
times solely of police troops designed exclu- 
.sively to assure security against native revolts, 
but not against an exterior enemy.” Although 
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this assertion was not true, the forc^es in 
German East Africa at the beginning of August, 
1914, were not sufficient to enable Colonel von 
Lettow-Vorbeck to take the offensive inimo- 
diately, Sut ho speedily raised a ooiuparii- 
tively large army. All German residents of 
military ago in the protectorate, some 3,000, 
wore called to the colours, as well as the iiativt? 
soldiers who had passed into the reserve. It 
also happened that in August, 1914, there were 
at T)ar-es -Salaam a number of non-resident 
Germans. It had been arranged to op(‘n i\\ 


that port on AiiKost 15 ,ui .-xliibitinn i„ celo- 
bration of the uoinpK'lion of tlio 'J’angan- 
yikabahii. Many visitoi-s, incluiling sovoral 
army ollicors, liad urrivod. Th('y luwl no 
<-lianco of rotiirniiiK. and togotbcr witli the 
crows of the st<'anicrs in liarbonr wore available 
to rcinforco the ranks of von Lcttow-Vorbock’s 
army. Mftst of the (lorman missionaries in 
tho country also joined tho ranks ; as alrca<ly 
slated, mimbcrs of Arabs vohmloorod, and 
largo numbers of natives wore impressed. IJy 
October, 1914, the (Serman fore*' was three 
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Hmos as lar^^e as its nominal strongtli ii» 11 h‘ 
previous August, and at its maximiiiii Colonel 
von f^(‘ttow-\^)rh(*ek had under iiis eomniand 
4, (KM) Europeans and .‘U>,(HM) natives. At the 
beginning of 101 (>, that is after allowing for thc‘ 
serious easualt it*s (he (‘iieiiiy luwl alrt*ady suf- 
fered (not f(*wer Hum 4,000), (h*nera.l Smuts 
(‘stimated the German foree at Ifi.OOO m<‘n, of 
wluau 2,000 were white, with 00 guns and SO 
machine guns. This was eitlu r an untler- 
estimate oi* did not includ<‘ (he* (h'rmans 
operating in (he* Tanganyikei aiiel Xyasaland 
ivgions. Tile* ({erman tnKips were* nrganize‘el 
in eompanie‘S varying from loO (<> 200 stre>ng, 
with 10 pe*r e*e*nt. e»f whites anel an a.verage* e»f 
twe) mae'hine* guns per (M)m])an\\ The‘y we‘re* 
|)Ie*ntifully supplit-d with ammunition. All the* 
principal ( h>ve*rnme‘nt stations we’re fortitienl, 
and weTc e-onne‘cte'd with one* another and with 
the* railways by ve*ll-made‘ roads, meestly 
suita.ble‘ for meKor tralVu.* 'Taboia, at which 
town many e)f (he* main reaids iii(*e‘(, was 
<*spe*cially we*!! defe*nded. <is was also Kigoma, 
the liai’boiir e)f I'jiji. O'la* “ military orgeini- 
za.t ie)n to assure s<‘e*ui‘ily against nat i\ e* re*volts ” 
had ce*i*ta.inly be*en thorougli, and Colone*! von 

J ict t ow -N’orbe'ck was able* to e*onl(‘mpla.(e* the* 

f. ‘ 

itmne*eliate* inilitarN’ situation with inue-h gre‘a.te‘r 
e*i (luinimit y than e'oiilel (he* Ihitish anel Belgian 
commanelers e)pposed te) him. lie* was, it may 
be adde*d, a nuin of e'xpe*rie‘nce* in tre>|)ie*a.l Afrie*- , 
for be*fore taking up his e-oimnanel at l)a.r-e*s- 
Sahiain, in 101 t, he* had be*e‘ii e*ommander of th(3 
troops ill Ca,nu*re)on. 

Though the* local situalie)n in Bast. Africa 
was faveiunible* te> (h'rinany it spe*<'dily lie'came^ 
apparent in Be'rlin that the naval suj)re*ma<*y 
of Britain ](*ft the*m without nie*a.ns eif sue*ceair- 
ing their coleuue*s. Phus it came* abeait that 
em August 2.‘}, 1014, t he^ !h*rlin Koroign ()trie*e* 
made3 preiposals that sucli e)f the* .Xfriean 
pe)ss(*ssie>ns e)f the* bellige*re*nts as were within 
the* e*e)nve*niional basin e)f t he* Conge) sheaild be* 
ne‘utra.lize‘el. 44iis (_Je*rnuin maneeuvre* has be*e*ii 
de*al( w'ith in the* acce>un( e)f the (Jame*roe)n 
campaign, anel ne*e*el not agahi be* d i. se* us.se *<1. 
Ifeiw^ far the* (le*rman ( h>ve*rnme*nrs actieai was 
disinte*re'ste*el may be juelge'el from tJic fae*t that 
(Jerman tre)e)ps. while* Berlin was still in wireless 
communicat ieeii with Dr. Sehne*e, had invade'el 
British Bast ..\frica and Nyasalaneh and had 
be>mbarele'd ((*ntire'ly witlie>ut pre)voe*at iein) a 

'* vVpart fri>in in liii roaiB dim* were a few 

.siM'omlary roads, but in the* greater part of l lu* roinilrv 
the only ine*ans of e^aiininnit'at ion were traeks. 


Bc*lgian port on Lake Tanganyika before the 
( Je*rnian Beire'ign Otlice first- made its pre'>pe)sals 
forne*utralizatie)n. llieise jiropeisals w ere rejected. 

\\’he‘n ne*ws that war was declared reae*heel 
fhe^ British prote*cte>rate's in Bast anel Ce'ntral 
Africa there was an imme*diato rally of the 
white 8ettle*rs to the* colours. 4'he native 
ceinimiinitie's [iroved e*ejually e*ager to serve* 
the British cause, and the* propaganeia of the* 
Ge*rmans among tht*m met with no re*spons(*. 
Tlu'rc was a small rising in Xyasaland in 
.jamiary, 1015, but it was the work not ejf the* 
Germans, but of a native Seventh l^ay AcL 
ve*ntist, who proelairnetl that the^ millennium 
woulel eomo when X^yasaland liad a lilaek king. 
4'he* re be'ls, re*ceiving no support, were easily 
erus]ie‘el. O'hey in ne> .sense re[)re*se‘ntcd tlie* 
native Christians. 44u* Mahoniedans gave 
junple proof eif the*ir loyalty. Of all the* 
ele*e*laratie.)ns mnde* liy ^losle*m rnleTs ne>ne* was 
meire .significant than that e*f tlie Snltaii of 
/anziha-r, for the* /anzihar Arabs ha-d liael 
pi*aetie*a.l e'xpe'rienee* both eif Ge*nna!i ami 
Brit isJi nu'thods of rule*. In a l(*tter to liis 
r<*pr(*st*nta.t iv e* at Me.anbasa (he* Sultan wreite ; 

Let 1IO eon>i(l«‘Pjil ion or pn inL(\s fr« la (lerrnmis 
pri'MiiJ u|)o?i \oii to \’oiir fnaii do 

mi,4)ty Liiipiro of J')j);;tiinl. Ib’iiK'inlu'r tliat lOnglaticl 
ha^ ov«*r boon a tnio tri(‘n(l and ])roto<dor of our interests 
and relij^ion, and I (’oiiiiin‘nd to you anil all .Xuibs dial 
your atlilude now lx* of un'>\\er\ing loyalty" to (treat 
dritain. 

J.el me warn yon ag.lin-^l bolie\ ing lies ei.ining from 
Clermans. deim*ml)er how the (ierinans })elni\ed tliiring 
(be reigns of Sey\ id Majifi and Seyyitl Hargasli r(*s])ei . 
tivfdy. d'be amount of outrages and viol.alion of tin* 
li>eal ( Jovernment’.s riglits and forced intervention in om* 
religions eoiu’erns ('ommitted ])y them at that time, e\<'n 
entering the rno.-^cpies with tladr .shoO'< on, not even 
regarding tin* .sai*ri*d I’igbls of the moscpies. . , . 'J’b«* 
(.i(*rinun (iovernment is liarsb and eniol, and they hav<* 
over sliown tbemselv<*s s<>nrnful and <les[>ising 
Molioinedans. Do not belii‘v<‘ their wonls, for th<*y Uo to 
gain yonr <*onlidenee, and tlien da*y will erii.sli anti ill- 
treat \oii ami our I'ldigionist s. 

4’he Arabs r(*sp(.)ude*d tei the Sultan's appe*a.l, 
and not in lip service einly, nor in niiinifice'nt 
deinations to war funds. Arab volunteers 
r<*ndt*ix‘d valuable ]it*1p in tlio critical first 
months of tlie war. Pagan tribes were likewist* 
t*ager to help. The warliki* Masai were among 
the tirst to offer tli(*ir .services and many IMasai 
acted tis seout.s to the British Bast African 
force. Bears of unrest among the natives, 
which for some wet*ks haunt(*d the minds of the 
BritisJi .settlers in Ba.st Africa, prov ed ground - 
le.ss. 

On receipit of tlie news of the declaration of 
war, w hi«*h to the Britisli in Bast Africa came. 
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in tho words of a rcsid<‘nt, “ almost like a holt 
from tho blue,’* the ("lovernor. Sir llonry 
proclaimed martial law in Th’itish 
Hast Africa and Zanzibar. Tho sit nation was 
precarious ; no preparations had bcH'ii made 
to guard against invasion from tin' (hM'inan 
frontier. Tho Kast Africa I’ro toot orate Force, 
which was under tlie command of Lieut. -(V)l. 
I^. K. S. Ward, D.S.O., consisted of the :{rd 
Battalion King’s African Bides and part of thi‘ 
1st Battalion of the same regiment. It num- 
bered about 1,200. ]\Tc.ny of the rank and tile 


l:i:i 

for service against tho ({(‘rmans. 'Fhey were 
in Jubaland, maintaining order ainong imi*idv 
Somali on the borders of Italian Somulilaiid. * 
'rhey had to bo brought from distant statit>ns, 
embarked at Kisma’su, and tlu‘ne<' talon by 
heat to Mombasa; and it was m^t nnfil Stp- 
tember that they ri'acluMl I h<‘ front.. Mt‘an- 
time volnnttM‘rs were called for from ajuimg 
the Km’opean population of Ihilisli Last. 
Africa, d’he appeal was madt' to willing m(‘n. 
Within a fortnight over 1,000 st'ttleis w('re 
under arms, and one troop ha.<l aln'ad\ talon 



SOMALI SCOUTS AT A CAI^TUKKI) C.RKMAN OBSHRVATION FOS 1. 

Native huts on either side. 


Nvere 'S aos, a virih* tribe living in \\’a.sala !id, 
hut among th(*m wen? iiumh<M's of other li-ihes 
-Sudanese, (hillas and Ah\’ssiiiia.ns. Ilighl\ 
trauH'd, daring to a. fault, enduring, m» tinej* 
body foi- campaigning in Africa (•ouhl he found. 
I h(*y w'(?ro led by of'li '(^rs seconded from 
Lritish regiments. Besides this very efliei^ait 
hilt very small body there was a semi-military 
)>olice force in British Fast Africa about 2.000 
strong. Few of tlicse could be span'd from their 
i^orinal duties, and in August, 1014, not even 
Iho majority of the K.A. Rifkvs were available 


lh<‘ tield. 'Two n'giuaiils \v<‘re fnrmed troui 
the ranks of the S'dtlei'^ the !<] e-t y\friean 
.Meunf« <l Hith's and the lOast Afiican Kegiment 
I infant r\ ). 'Flu; I»oer \"olunt<‘ers wei e eni‘«»lled 
in a >epara,t c«>mt)a.n\' under ( !a.pt-. W'essels. 
Lieut. A. J. B. Wavi ll (Special lh‘sc‘r\c*, 'The 
\N'el>h Begt.), a m.in w'ith a-ii intimate know - 
Irdgi* of lsla.m, one of tin* few Fur-opea,ns who 

♦ 'I'Ik' Snmnli living in thn morn .soltlerl pint of tins 
Pmti-ntoratn W'on* ahM>lnteIy loyal. Many Vf)lnnl»‘i«nMl 
for and uiulcr whito leadership tho Somali Snouts 

tlid good work. 
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had visited Mecca, obtained permission to 
recruit among the coast Arabs, and *' Wavoirs 
Arabs ” soon earned distinction. 

The East African volunteers w ere exceedingly 
keen, hard, sturdy men. Many liad seen service 
in South Africa, nearly all wore expert shots 
and accustomed to the bush. The majority 
broujjht their own horses and equipment. 
Among the volunteers was Lord Delamere, the 
first settler in British East Africa, wliose experi- 
ence was utilized in the Intelligence Depart- 
ment. Another of the t arliest to volunteer was 
Mr. Charles Grey, brotlior of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs. 

While the resources locally available might 
suffice for the moment large reinforcements 



LIEUT. A. J. B. WAVKLL. 


wore needed, and orders were issued for troops 
from India to go to East Africa. The first 
regiment to arrive was the 29th Pimjabis. 
With it camo Brigadier -General J. M. Stewart, 
who took over the cominand of the troops from 
(3olonel Ward. At that time two enemy 
crui!=«ers were in the adjacent waters, the Emden 
and the Konigsberg. But the transport of 
troops went on unhindered. The British ships 
in the Irldian Ocean did more, however, than 
convoy transports. They took an active part 
in the fighting, and in fact struck the first blow 
in the campaign. * 

On August 8, 1914, two ancient cruisers, the 
Astrsea and the Pegasus, appeared off Dar-es- 


Sala irn. The Asircea (4.360 tons) ranked as a 
second-class cruiser and carried two 6-inch and 
eight 4*7 guns. But she was 23 years old anil 

could steam no more than 18 knots. Tht‘ 

« 

Pegasus (3,000 tons) was slightly yoimger, 
scarcely 20 years old, her principal armament 
being eight 4-incli guns. At Dar-es -Salaam 
ther<? wore no heavy guns and the German navy 
was represented only by the 10 -year -old sur- 
veying ship Mdwe, of 650 tons, which carried 
nothing more than three 1 -pounders. This 
vessel and the floating dock the British ships 
sank by gunfire. Landing parties destroyed 
the (newly erected) wireless station and dis- 
mantled the ships in harbour. It was not a 
big ailair, but as Dar-es -Salaam was not only the 
chief port of entry in the German protectorate, 
but the seat of government. Dr. Schnee 
received a valuable lesson as to what supremacy 
at sea meant. However, the Germans were 
heartened a few weeks later by the arrival of 
the Kdnigsborg, a cruiser of 3,400 tons, launched 
at Kiel in December, 1905, which carried ten 
4* 1 inch guns and had a speed of 24 knots. On 
Sopteiiibor 20 the Konigsberg surprised the 
Eegasus as that vessel was lying at anchor in 
Zanzibar roadstead cleaning her guns and re- 
f)airing her machinery. The Konigsberg with 
lior long-range guns completely disabled the 
Pegasus, which wiis unable to ro[)ly, and lost 
25 killed and HO wounded out of her crow of 
234. The German cruiser also sank the two 
small guard-ships Cupid and Khalifa. This 
success led the Germans to plan a combined land 
and sea attack on Mombasa. Up to that time 
there liad been no very serious fighting on land. 

The frontier between the Gorman and British 
East Africa protectorates ran mainly throiigli 
desert regions. Only at Kilimanjaro was there 
any considerable area under cultivation close to 
the boundary. Here on the German side was 
the post of Moshi, and on the British side, 25 
miles distant, the post of Taveta. Moshi (or, 
strict ly Neu Moshi, a mile or two south-west of 
the government post) was the terminus of the 
railway from Tanga, and thus the Germans had 
an easy means of sending troops thither. 
Taveta, however, is 75 miles from Voi, the 
nearest station on the Uganda Railway, and 
most of the intervening country is a waterless 
desert. On August 15 a Gorman force, about 
100 strong, crossed the frontier and occupied 
Taveta, its ** garrison,” consisting of a District 
Commissioner, his Goanese clerk and 26 natives, 
retiring. Although it did not appear at first 
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Colonel voii Lettow-Vorbcck now be^an to 
develop his plans for an offensivo on all his 
frontiers. As regarded British Kast Africa a 
leading obj(3Ct wavS the destruction of the 
Uganda Railway. From its starting point at 
Mombasa on the Indian Ocean as far as Nairobi 
(the capital of tho protectorate), a distan(*t‘ of 
•127 miles, this railway is nowhere more than 
Hh miles from the German frontier. From 
'I'aveta, Longido, and other points raiding parties 
wc'rt^ sent out to damage the line. At the same 
time an advance was made along tho coast 
from Ja.ssin. Crossing the Umba river the 
Oomnans seized Vanga, which was “garrisoned” 
by one British officer and seven native soldiers. 
Up to the middle of September they had not 
advanced far beyond Vanga, but on the same 
day — September 20 — that tho Kdnigsberg 


several machine guns. Information n‘<*eiv«’d 
liy the British led them to believe that. Septem- 
ber 29 had boon fixed by tho Germans as 
<lay for tho fall of Afombasa. 'riie Kiinigsberg 
was to bombard the port and occMipy the island 
nil which it is situated, wliilii tlie land force was 
In destroy tho railway bridge which c.onnc'cts 
Mninbasa with thf' mainland. As n. r*rn- 
rautionary measure tlK! women a.nd children, 
t Ih 5 rolling stock and specie were sent up enunt l y 
from Mombasa by the Uganrla Railway. 

On land the British iiad s<‘lected a locality 
called Majareni at which to meet tlic c‘iK5rny. 
It is south of Gazi, a small port 2.5 miles trom 
Mombasa. Here Lieut. Wavell was in corn- 
inand of his Arab eompany — 130 strong- a.id 
a few scouts. A blockhouse had been huilt, 
and the camp, which stood in a clearing in 
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a mangrove swamp, Wfis onireiiclietl. 'Fhe 
general ehanujtor of the coimtry along the coast 
is not exaggerat(‘<l in tlie following account 
written by one of WavolFs cyclist scouts : 

Now tho road is ono of Hio vilost paths ]>ossihlc to 
imagine. Tii otio place*, some* sovoii miles in length, the 
sand is from 8 in. to !) in. (hiek, in others tho road has 
boon dug out at tho side and thrown up in the mitldlo, to 
a varying height of 8 ft. lo 10 ft., and only l.‘l in. wido. 
In other wietions it winds through 8 ft. or 0 ft. high 
olophant grass, a narrow, windi>i;% little footpath, whi<*h 
ono finds only through tlio damage done to tho grass- 
blados ami stalks through nognxi.s [)assing through, tlion 
over swamps galoro, wtwHng through small, slimy 
streams, rooking with malaria, through long str«‘le)ios of 
mud which clogs one’s boots and bieyele, and finally over 
Inigo oxtonts (five or six miles) <if mangrove swamps anti 
womlerful Afriean junghi, great ferns, t uetns, cr 'eper-, 
ami irnpenot ruble senib.* 

On Sept. the (Icrmans attacked Wav'ell’.s 
camp. .After a very stiff fight Ittsting from 
dayligl.t till 5 o’tdock tlu^ enemy was Ix'atenoff. 
Lieutt'iia it VVavidl was sevt'rely woutidod in 
the left arm. Koiir days later W’avt'H’s Arabs 
were reinforced by a d(daehmi*nt of tlic l.st 
Ihitt. Iv.A. Killes whitdi had arrived from 
Jubalaiul, and on October 2 by Jiiid Infantry. 
The German.s <;ontiniu'd tlieir attacks, })nl 
these were all repulsed. ^leimtiinc' the Kdriigs- 
berg, olntsed by British warsliips, hnd fled, anti 
in October Jier captain, to escape eaptiire, 
ran her aground in the shallow waters of the 
Kufiji river, to the south of I )ar-<'s-Salaain. 
All anxit'ties as to Moinl)asa wert' ended on 
October 8 wht'n the ({tu’mans w(‘re routed 
at (la/.i. On that <lay, t(^ quott^ the Oolonial 
on ice report, “ a force of the entuuy, estimated 
at 500 native troops and 110 Kiiropeaiis, with six 

♦ Yot in this ivgion woi'c aiimnbor of Kuropoan planta- 
tions -nn.stly sisal. 


maxim guns, attacked our position at Ga/.i at 
several points. A sharp fight ensued, but upon 
our troop.s delivering a counter-attack — made 
in facci of heavy fire at clo.se range- --the entuny 
were beaten ))ack and forced to retire to the 
frontier. The (lermans lost four Europeans 
killed and four wounded and raptured, }x‘sid(‘s 
.several native casualtit*s, and they wt're (?om- 
pelled to leaxe a (‘onsidorabk' amount of arms 
and ammunition bc'hiiid them.” Caiitaiu 
(temp. Major) G. AI. 1\ Hawtliorn, who was in 
command of the J British, and tho three othiu* 
officers of the K.A. Killes were woundc^d t'arly 
in tho eugag('nu*nt. “ Gol.-Sergt. Siimani, K.A. 
liifles,” wrot(^ a (‘orrespoiideiit, “ quietly took 
charge and led liis mi'u as if nothing had hap- 
pened. He gave the order to charge, and tlu' 
I'liemy ]>roke and fled.” 

As the Germans had faik'd to take the Held 
in any strc'Ugth before' tlie Ix'ginning of S('f)- 
teunber, 1914, they liad lost tho advantage* 
they woukl liave gained had tliey attaeke'd in 
the fir.st fortnight of the war. All tliroiigh 
St'pteinbc'r re*inforceinents from India arrivt'el 
at Mombasa, and the slender British posts wen* 
st rengtlu'iied. 4'here was, however, one' sharp 
e'ngagement in August, ft was on the* 2(»th, 
lietween a di'tachment of SO nu'n of the ICast 
Africiui Aloiiiitain RifU's guarding a frontier* 
])ost and a Ge'rman ce>hiinn of 100 natives aiiel 
50 white's, with twei maxims. Tlie fight toeik 
place in thick Inrsh, tlie Germaixs being d i\ em 
off. Jn the same month a small enemy jiarty, 
consisting eif white officers and nativ^es, made* 
their way across the elesert fre>m Taveta with 
tlie iiitentiein eif blowing up the railway at 
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^Miuingu, a little soiitli of Voi. The party, 
which had suffered iiiiich from thirst, was 
broken up by a Hritisli ]nitrol before it could 
do any damage, and all its dyiiamitt* and 
out tit was sei/x'd. Two white oflicers were 
<*a.ptured. Shortly afterwards t Ik' (Joriiia.iis 
})egan to send stronger juirties into Ilritisli 
t(‘rritory. A favourite rout<‘, as affording 
water, was from Kilimanjaro down tlie vallt‘\ 
of the Tsavo river. These parties had a douhli* 
object — the blowing up of the railway bridg<‘ 
spanning the Tsavo, and a raid on Nairobi. 
jTileresting })articnlars coivcerning tl»e projc‘c*t 
for the seizure of Nairobi beeanie known 
tliroiigh papers found on the body ()f a (l<‘rinan 
oilicer killed in one of the tights in tlie 'J'sav<» 
Aiilley. These papers edntained instructions 
that he should proceed to the Uganda Uailwax , 
<t(*stroy the bridge ovt'r the* '^Fsavo rivc'r —thus 
isolating Moml)asa and the llritish forc<‘s m tie* 
south and then go on by rail to Nairobi, occupy 
that town and cat)tur(‘ the go\(‘rnor a.nd 
othcia.ls.* 

'There were three* stiff lights in the 'I'savo 
irgion in September. On the* (ith, 250 nn'n of 
the 2l)th Ihinjabis and K.A. Hides defeated a. 

* A mwiil olliciT siTving iiv Uriti^li Ka>.t Atri< a \\o*tr 
that as an imlncMTiK'ul to tlx'ir luOive to 

liikr Nairot)! llicthTiii ms oftN'U'il ttiom tin* \\ hiio \\ mncii 
,it llio town. 


1:37 

stronger enemy force athantagconsly placed. 
'The Hunjabis chargt'd several tiiis's with the 
bayonet, clewing llu* t'iu‘in\' otf three* snee*e*ssi\ <* 
ridge's and ea.[)turing a niimhe'r of prisone-rs. 
The* British e*asiia.lt ie‘s we're* Lie'ntonant (J. (\ O. 
Oldfie'lel and an Jndiem Siihadai' killoet, and 
a)>onl .‘If) rank anel file* kille*el or w oundt'el. As 
soon as the' fight was e'liele'd the* wonneie'd we*n* 
eolIe*e*te*d. 'The bringing in of the* woundiMl a.t 
the* first pe)ssible* mome'nt. is an iiige'nt inntlor 
in treepieal Africa, fe>r the lu'Iple'ss are* e‘xp»»se*el 
to i\ elange'i* ahse'iit from the* hat t l(‘tie*lels of 
hairope* llait of he'itig eU'venire'el Ity wilel be*. 'sis. 

rii«* i)i>iiit*s j'oiiltl not 1)0 hnritMl that inj^ht (wioto an 
olVa-ar wIjo took part in thi‘ fi^tit ) as th«*\’ had oiion^h t<‘ 
do to }>rin^ ill all tho wniindi'd, b\rii soinn of l)i(\si> 
woro inis.sfd in tin* hiish, witli tho rt’sult that, thoy spriil 
a mov,| lu>rrihlo siirroiiiidad hy lions, loopard-^ and 

livaaiHs. .As it was, niany of tin* dt'ad hodit*s evorr almost 
1‘ntin‘ly t*iite*n. All a\ailahln hands \\i‘ri* <‘a!li‘d upon to 
hnr\- the* drml at dayhrnak noxl clay, and I was ainon;^st 
lli(‘ parly wlio soi out. It was the* incest ^riic'sciim* joh I 
ha\c‘ yi‘t iiiidort a kc*n . \\ c* hnnod Lic'iil c-nant t)lcltic*ld 

w laa'c’ ho f<‘ll. Ills hod\' was jeic'rmcl with IS hiillc’ls 
Iroiii adarni'm nrixini oiin. j M r. ( )ldtic‘ld was the* first 
bnti'h Knropnan to la* kilk'd in the- cainpai^^n in Mast 
Ah ma.] 

At dawn on Sepb'mbe r 10 ei (h'rm.in fore*e‘ 
nttae'keel a. post hc'ld by the* K.A. Hillos in Hie* 
'I'sju-o \ alley. Aftrr two hours' rifle lire they 
we re be*a.te‘n beieff and ri'tireel iti seattered 
paiiie's, le‘a\ ing 10 deaul on the* lie ld. In this 
e'nsj.vge'inent Jdi*nt. A. U. 11. l*'ost<*r ( 1 lantpshiie* 
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find lih T^att. K.A. Kifles), who Wfis in 
coiiiniund of tho post, wjis killrd. A wcok lator 
tho ennny a^fiin fit tacked in the Tsavo district 
— tliis lime* fit Mziiinfi jfost, which was liold by 
K.A. J<iMos under Cfiot. A. (\ Saunders. The 
fis.sailants were so\ erfil hundrcnl strong, iJio 


squadron threw’ tho enemy into confusion, })ut 
they rallied, and when they got their maxims 
to work th(‘- J3ritish retired on their base 
cfimj>. The (German column was so shaken 
tliat it retreated to Longitlo. Tho casualties 
in “ C ” sauadron were eight killed and four 



UECKlVINt; WOUNDED FROM THE “ 

hkiropcMns filonc numl>erintj: oO, find tlH*y laid 
with them six nuixiins. 'TIk* fittfick sluir<Ml the 
f it(* of t-h<i prev ious iitlacks, tin' enniiy heinc' 
(Irivi'ji off. 

Desides these fictions in the ^Fsiiv o regit>n 
there wtis a gfilhint tight nt'fir I^oiigido, in whi(*h 
.‘It) men of sfpifitlron ot the K.ist ^Vfricfin 

Mounti'd D ifles *disf mgui'-hed t liemsf*I\ c’s. It 
lnipp<*n<*d on Septf'iidfir 2.“). 'Flic Ahninti'd 
Kitles wcri' uiuler the f'eiiinifliKl of (‘fij)t. Dflul 
( ^lifi]>mfin. find were w fitching fi wjitfM* hok^ by 
vv liieh it w fis expeetf'd fin c*n(‘my column might 
pfiss on its w fi\ to fittfick tlu‘ Mfigfidi hraiu'h 
of the Ugfindfi Ihiilwfiv . In t he dense' husli the 
( k'rmans. I.**!) to l.M)t) fisl^uri. with .‘H) or moi’e 
Kurop(‘fins find two lufixims. pfisse-d tlie sepiad- 
ron without citlu'r foice siM'ing the other. 
S(*outs informing (\i])l. Ulifijinuin of tlu' pre- 
senet' of the ('nem\ , lie afh fiuced in opf»n 
ortk*r through th<‘ husli, and surprised the 
( lernifins as most of their ollictM-s were break- 
fasting. Opening llrt* at closi^ range, the 


PEUiASUS ' ON HtJAHD A HOSPITAL SHIP. 

woiindetl. A eori*espondent of the _7V/nr.<? o! 
Jndia at Nairobi, wliith(‘r the wounded wei' 
Ifiken, wrote thfit scjUfidron e)n retiring 

Tn:‘l l)y “ D ” ^fpiiulroii. funl wImti it wjis found lli.ii 
la iiit'n worn our t loops liurrunl hfU'k to lli' 

MM'iir t>l llu‘ i‘M«‘ouMt t'r. On arrival tlivy fjMuul tlm' 
fi^ht ot iMir mi‘11 warn IviIIimI, timl an (‘Xiiiiuiuit ion of llivi' 
Ixxlics shii\\(‘(| lliaf some nf tla*in jiflvr woinalo l 

had hocn killed h\- havonot thrusts a,nd re'volwr shot''. 

'Fliis Wfis the first o(‘efXsi()n in the e;im])f;igi i 
mi wliieh the (k'niuins in F^.fist Africa wen 
ehfirged with })ii‘ac])i*s of the hiws of war. in 
the following months mfin\' instfmci*s oeenrrc'd 
in wliieh thf'y showf'd a flagrfint tlisregfird of 
tlu' rfik‘s of eivili/.inl warffire. 

Afti*r th<‘ ffiilure of tlie fittompts to sei/i- 
^Mombasa and Nairolii tli<' (Jerman otTensivf 
on the Dritish Flist Africfin front ic'r eame t<» 
a standstill for a time. At this period, mid- 
OetobcT, l‘.U4, it had indeed been decided 
by the J3ritisli authoritic's — on whom the 
responsibility ri'sted for tlie decision was not 
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inade known — to inako tin effort to ct)n(iiu‘i' 
Kilimanjaro and the* Usambara llij^hlands oni 
of hand. Tho plan adopted was sirniilt iuu oiisly 
to attack tlic Germans in tho Kilimanjaro 
l•^‘(^ion and to capture Tanpi, the port- of 
r.samVxira. Tanga was <o bo seized by an 
expeditionary force from India wliieh was to be* 
landed under tlie protection of warsliips. 
I’a-nga, said an official couununiqn('\ “was 
leported to be weakly held.” The execution of 
the [>lan was timed for the beginning of 
N'oveinber. General Stewart re(u*gani/.cd his 
command so as to have a force ready to strike 
the blow at Kilimanjaro as soon as the <.)ver-seM 
exp<^dition arrived at Tanga. 

The Tanga Expeditionary Korco, as it mny 
conveniently be called, sailed direct from India 
to I'anga. It was commanded b\' Major 


for ri'infon-ements, and a. considerabk* numlu r 

of troops— including at least l.OUO l:n^o}’oan^. 

arrivid from Mcjshi by rail. l'lic\ w^w well 
provided with maxims and ia)m-pom^.. tlarly 
ill the morning of NoxiMiibia- 2 ( h-ncra.! Aitkcai's 
trans|»orts arrived off t la* harbour. “ As it was 
an open town and report(‘il to be nndch-nded, 
it was apparently di'cmcd right to ci\o iioticis 
of the intention to oeeup.\ the pl.ieo and to 
inmnon it to snrreiKh'r bt'fon* <*omm<‘nrini; a 
h«.mhardment. 'Tlu' summons to smicnder, 
mado !»y II.M.S. lAix, w a.^^ r('fu'-4 (l.'‘ ()n the 

evening of the same day (Xovemlx j- i?) (aa* and 
a ha.lf haltiilions wxae landed in Tanga. Hay, 
within two miles of tla^ port. Tliis small foice 
advancing t hrougli denst* jungle, Ix'eame lu‘a\ ilv 
‘*nga.ge<l just ontsidi* t ho tow n, a-nd a,s t la* enem\' 
\\»Me in inueh siipca ior strengt li it was (*ompelIed 



MACHINK (;UN COVFKINtJ 
< a^neral A. K. Ait ken, and loft. Bombay in tho 
latter ])a.rt of October. It was made up of 
British, Indian, and Imperial Service 'I’roops, its 
total str(‘ngth V)eing about. (hOOff, The inforina.- 
t ion t hat '^rang«a was not hold in stnaigth was 
acenrate, and had the attac k be< n naule nn- 
‘‘xpcetedly tlie ])laeo might woll ha\o }>o<*n 
<*aptnred. J^nt the Germans were warned in 
tune. A German ottic(*r taken ])risoTa*r in tla* 
fighting said that they got an intimation <>f an 
intended atta<*k by the appearanee of British 
warships off the port taking soundings. The 
officer in command at Tanga tJicreupon askc*d 


AN IN^ANTKV ADVANCE. 

To fall back and aA\ait reinforcomeiits. 'The 
main a.fta,ek w a,s made on Kcivemher 1. Jt 
failotl. ’^rhroc‘ weeks later (Xosemher liil) t ln^ 
Se<-reta.ry of Stati* for India issued an a.ceount 
of the fighting w hich, alter noting the event,-, of 
X<*\c nilK*r 2, continued : 

\l I I ;».rn. un tlx; tfli tin* xfliu k ua-. When 

uiihiii SiKt yards' of tin* po-ilion tlx* tnxii). (‘ngageil rairio 
'iiiiii*r very lx*av V flrn. On th<* li-lt Hank, in spiO* of 
Ix avy easnaUiOiS tho 10 1st Oivinulier^ aet nally entorod 
I and c!rf>‘-s»*(I h:i\'<>rx*|-‘ u a h ifx* <*ix‘niv. I ho 

N TaMM-a.,-liiro ff('gt.[2ixl ffatl.] and Ka*^hrnir Pities on 
ill' lijjht |>n'«lx.)d on in .support und<ir vt;ry heavy tiro aixl 

* rioyn,, Mail, Dcxerntier IS, 10 It. 
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alHO reached the town^ hut found tlieinsolves opposed by 
tiers of fire from the houses, and wore ev'eiitiially com- 
pelled to fall back to cover 500 yards fioin the oneiny’.s 
position. 

The losses were so heavy and the position so stron;^ 
that it was conHidoro<l useless to renew the attack and 
the force re-embarked and retuiiuul to Us base to iiropare 
for future operations. ♦ The total casualties in this 
unsuccessful operation were 795, including Itl Hritish 
olhccrs and men. ^I’lio wounded arc mostly doiiij^ well, 
and many are convalescent. 

Ac(50imts of tho ongageiiioiit from ofHcers 
who took part in it show that tho figliting was 
of a do8j,)orate, eharaetor. All tiround Tanga 
the ground is covered with dense jungle in 
wliieli are many clostdy cultivated plantations, 
and the advance — Tanga town was a mik; and 
three-quarters from tho landing jdace- had to 

* Tho staioinont that (.ion. Aitken’s force “ ndurned 
to its bckso *’ was misleading, llis force had come <lirt‘ct 
from India. Tho facts were more acumratoly stated in a 
War ofYice communfguc is.sued on Ajiril 21, 1015, in which, 
for the first timo odicially, it was stated that Gen. Aitken 
wa.s in command and that tluj forc<^ had <5omo from India. 
This April communique ^ after rocoiinting tho failure ol 
the attack on Tanga, added ** Tho forco from India, 
therefore, ro-einbarkod and procoodcfl to Mombasa, an<l 
thu.s became a part of tho Itriti.sh fonjes (*ngagcd in the 
dofenoo of tho BHtish East African Jh’otoctorate.” 


made against an invisible enemy on well 
prepared and concealed positions. And in bush 
fighting the Germans show'cd that they possessed 
both skill and resource. Some of the devices 
employed to delay the British advance were 
thus described by a correspondent of The Times : 

Tiope.s were hidden under sand and bru.Hhwi>o<l and 
stretched across paths and, when trodden on by our 
troops, broiiglit down flags hoisted in tho trees. By this 
moans the ranges were accural oly marked. Tho fall of 
tho flags was the signal for a heavy firo from sharp- 
shooters, aiul sometimes from machine guns, which had 
been hoisted into trees farther to tho rear. 

Another device, which would alino.st seem to have been 
.sugg€*.sted by Kipling’s tale of how an invading of 

“ Hod Dogs ’* was dtvstroyed by tho “ little poopio,” wtis 
resorted to by the cMiemy with some success. Hives tif 
wild bees, partially stupefied by smoke, were placed under 
lids in tho bu.sh on each side of narrow tracks, along which 
our troops must advance, some hoiir.s before the attack 
began. Wires or cords, concealed in the .same manner as 
tho.so attached to the range-finding flag.s, lifted the lids 
when touched by tho advancing troops, and swarms of 
infuriated bees, recovereil from their temporary stupor, 
were lot loose on tho attackers. Tho failure of the attack 
at certain points is saul to have been due as much to this 
oii.daiight of the “ litllo poople ’* as to the Geriuau i*ifle.s 
and machine guns, many men being so horribly stung in 
the face or hand.s as to be temporarily bluided or ronderod 
incapable of holding their weapons. Over 100 sting.s 
were extraeled from one of Ihe m.Mi of tho Loyal Xorth 
J.,anea.shirc.s. * 
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that the tight became general. Most ot‘ tho 
British casualties were caused by machine -gun 
fire. An officer who took part in the fight 
wrote home : “ ( jJ ott strafe tl le German i nax i ms : 
they are the only thing we really dislike." 
The 101st Grenadiers, one of the five infant r\ 
recriinonts of tlie Indian Army engaged, the 2nii 
Jhitt. N. Lancashire Kegt., and the Kashmir 
Rifles, after they had fought their into 

Tanga, did not receive^ the support which miglil 
have enabled them to hold the to^^ n. 'tlie densr 
<‘haractor of the bush had, it was states 1, led to 
a too extend(*d dis]K).sal of the troops. Gtlier 
caii.ses would sc^em tej have contributed to the 
want of success, for Sir J hairy Belfield, in con- 
gratulating the X. Lancashire' Heginicnt cm their 
“consummate bravery and exiauplarv disci - 
])lin(\’' added, “ You set an exainph' of sti'adi- 
ness and pluck to some other units o^ tlu* force 
whi(di would appear to have been much in need 
of it.” 

At nightfall the action was discontinued, th<* 
Hritisli withdrawing to a camp near tlie shore. 
One of the regin u'nts (‘iigagc'd had lost 
]H'r cent, of its total force. The next ila\ 
(Xovember 5) the troops r(‘-eniba.rke<l, un- 
molested by t lie enemy, whose' losses ]ja<l been 
heav\-. Tlu'ir casualty's among Luropeaiis 
a.loiu' w<a*c’ t'stimatc'd at tOO. 

“ The hrillijinl victory at tlic Kjii'-cr. m 

iii»‘>sa^o to Ur. Solf, \vlu» hold I ho thanIJo.'>'> ollicc <»t 
(V)lomul Secretary, “1ms ploaso<l mo j^ioatly. 1 heart il\ 
ooiigratiilato you upon this glorious dc^jd of our coIoiii.il 
troops. . . . T’he. fill horliiud is proud of its son--. “ 

As the attack on Tanga liad failed, so also 
<lid General Stewart's att(*m])t to captiin* 
lAaigido, the position defending tin* approjicli 
to Kilimanjaro from the north. Longido was 
important not only because of its natural 
strength but as ^ont^l.ining the only permanent 
A\ater in a large area. From their btisc c-ainp 
in the Magadi region tin' British had to march 
la miles across c^onntry witliout any ntdt'r. 
The force was some 1,500 strong, mad<^ up of 
300 of the. E.A. Mounted Rifles, SOO of the 
20th l^injabis, and 400 Imperial Service troops, 
with the 27th Indian Mountain Batt(‘ry. 
After a night inareh the German lines wc*n* 
assaulted at daybreak on Xovi'inber 4. '^I'bc 
enemy, fully equal in number to their assailants, 
offered a stubborn resistance. The Voluntecr.s 
exhibited conspicuous gallantry, and the l^uii- 
jabLs took successively three of tlie enemy's 
outposts. A German counter-attack was ro- 
pulsed and considerable ground gained. TIu' 
fight continued till 7.30 p.m., when, owing to 



[lAliolt ('• Am’. 

BKIG.-fJENHH^L J. M. STKWAKT, C.H. 


the lack of waf(‘r, the British, iiof. ha\ing rap- 
t lin'd the c'ut'my's inn in [losition, retired in 
good order to their base. T'Im' story of the 
ntti inpl was luntly summed up liy tin* onim* 
wlio wrote*, “ \Vi' mareJn'd all night, atinckrd 
at (lawn, fought all day, and tln'ii, Jiaving faili'd 
to turn the (Jlermans out, came back lu're, ns \n(‘ 
had no watc'p.” T'Ik^ British easualt ii's were .^2, 
10 of the K.A. Mounted Rifles Ix'ing killrd. 
Th(* enemy casualty's were report (*<1 ns .TS 
Biiropeans and 84 natives. Although they had 
b«'at('n off th(^ attack the Gt'rmans a h'W diiys 
later evaeuati'd J.iongido, wliieh on Xo\cm- 
b(*r 17 was occupied by Geni'ral Stevs art's 
troops. It was held, however, simply ns an 
outpost in ( Sc'rman tc'rritory against eiK'iny 
raids in tlie direction of Nairobi, and sonuj 
months later the British garrison wn.s with- 
draun. In eon junction v\ith the attack on 
Longido an advance* Jind be(*n made against 
the Germans in the Taveta rt^gion ; it also was 
unsuccessful. 

TTius eruh'd the first Briti>^h off('nsi\(* against 
German East Africa, and no atte injit was madc^ 
to n'new' it until ainjile forces had been ass('m- 
bk'd. But in the coast region of British East 
Africa vigorous o[)erations against the enemy 
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were resumed in December. After their defeat 
at Gazi on October 8 the Germans had retired 
south, but still remained in British territory. 
The Vanga Field Force, as it was called, was 
now brought up to a strength of 1,800, being 
composed of King's African Rifles and Indian 
troops, with light field artillery. By Christmas 
tlie Vanga Field Force had driven the enemy 
out of British East Africa, and with the 
help of the Navy occupied the valley of the 
Umba river. On January 2, 1915, the British 
captured the German town of Jassin, near the 
coast and two miles south of the frontier. Throe 
companies of Indian Infantry, in all about 300 
men, under Colonel Ragbir Singh, garrisoned 
Ja^uin. On January 12 the Germans made a 


surprise attack on the post. Repulsed, they 
collected a larger force — 2,000 troops with six 
field and many machine-guns — and renewed 
the attack on January 18. The Indians met 
the assailants w'ith the utmost resolution,, 
while from the British camp on the Umba river, 
19 miles away, a body of K.A. Rifles were sent 
to their relief. The African troops failed to 
got through, but the Indians held out all day 
and all the night. On the morning of the 19th 
their ammunition being used up and Colonel 
Ragbir Singh killed, the little garrison was 
forced to surrender. But one party, con 
sisting of 40 Kashmir Rifles, which had been 
stationed at the Jassin sisal factory, though 
\Aithout ammunition, cut its way through the 
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onQmy lines and reached the camp uii the 
Umba, losing 19 men on the way. The total 
casualties on the British side were one otiieer 
killed, one wounded and four missing, 10 
rank and file wounded and 242 missing. The 
Germans admitted losing 7 ofTicers and 1 1 men 
killed, 12 officers and two staff surgeons 
wounded, 22 men wounded and two inissin«j. 


river by the Navy was part of the continuous 
service rendered by the squadron under Vice- 
Admiral King-Hall to their comrades ashore. 
Tn the first half of T)ecember, 1014, Dar-es- 
Salaam was again bombarded. On t his occa- 
sion the old cruiser Fox (4, .‘120 tons) was sup- 
ported by the Goliath, a batth'ship of 12,0r>0 
tons, eomj)leted iii 1000, and. some auxiliarv 



THRKADING TlfK Jl.NtiLF. 


Three of their machine-guns were smashed by 
the Indian mountain artillery witli direct hits 
at 300 yards range. A little iiicithmt, re- 
corded in the Nairobi paper, the East African 
Standard^ may be quoted as illustrative of the 

spirit of the native soldiers ; 

\ 

A man in the K.A. Rifles attaohed to a innehinc ywii — 
he was a Christian and called himself Ciuirlos Mnt thew.-.’*' 
— was engaged in the attempted relief uf the post. When 
the attack failed ho succeeded in bringing the gun awav 
with him. Arrived at the main camp ho reported hnn- 
Molf, stated that ho hod broiiglit away the gun, and 
apologised profusely for having left the tripod bcdiind. 

As a* result of the recaptiuo of Jassin by tlic 
Germans the Vanga Field Force withdrew from 
the Umba river towards Mombasa, and tht‘ 
Germans again occupied Vanga. 

The aid given the land force in lh<‘ Umba 

• Probably a relative of the man of the same nam*’ who 
Was one ot JLivingstono’s followers ana aft*‘r\variF he * I a 
small post in Government service. 


small craft, 'riie primary obj(?ct of the visit 
was the destruction of Cicrmaii steamers which 
luul taken refuge in ilie harbour. A lively 
account of wliat liappcm'd, written by an 
oiricor of one of the ships, appeared in the 
Morning Post. Tliis narrative sliows that the 
( ilerinans wore' guilty of dediherate abuse both 
of the white flng aiul Ihe Red (h-oss flag : 

(Jii arrival (writes thi:^ ofliccr) wo soul in to parley 
with tho Governin’, who i-nmc out. NVo told him what 
our intention wjis, aiul ihnt- it niiy ann* v\i*i‘e otTcn'd 

I liii town would 1)0 Ixmiharih’il . H<* f^sid th;il h«* woij]<l 

iM»tninmiit-alo with 1 hi’ c-oiiimatidiug iinii*«’i’ of thi’ir 
trooj)s, and iiskcnl us if wo di<l hoinbnnl to >.piiro tho 
hospital and a mission Mat ion. to which our poople 
.M-rood. White flags lu ing lioistod on sboro, our huata 
'^tartod, our Coinmander being in charge. flo sent 
jiarttos on bonrd tho ship.-, to iJisablo their onginos. blow 
up a eraiio on shore, etc., this being <lono .some iliManco 
up. 

Meantime a boat from tho cnii.ser was fired on from 
irenchos iinmoiliately under a flagstaff flying the whit - 
flag. One man was killeil ami some men wounded, also 
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fill otfioor very dan^coroiisly. Otir .ships opoiKv? fire at 
oiico, a shell or two fniiii iis .sot fire to the Govenjineut 
House, whioh tnacir a fiiu- hlazo ; other firo.s broke out ia 
the tow'll, and, of eoivr-e. we shelled the points from 
whieh they firofl. 

Gur bouts up harbour had a li\’«*ly tiuie. 'I'hey hatl to 
run the ^^auutlet (jf nearly [>oint-blank range of inachiiio- 
guns, inaxiin-i, atul rifle lire. Our Commander’s clever- 
ness ill .sei/.iiig two lighters and takinu: them one on each 
sidt^ of his pinnace, undoubtedly .sav'od her. A-» it was 
she was well peiipi'red. Altogotlier wo (that is our lot) had 
two otTicjor.s and C‘ight mi*n hit, some of them .sevoral timO'. 

Of the party .sent to disable the ships, whieh they <li<l, 
three olhtsers ami soim* men .‘ir<» missing - -prisomu's, ue 
hope — ono being one of our surgeons. 'J’he party 
brought back soim* .‘It) or 10 prisoner.s, om* a fat Gcrinau 
enginoor, slightly wounded in th<* back by his own .sick*. 

'The Germans are foul lighters. could see them 

retiring with their guns to the liospital, and tliey lir<*d 
from the mis .ion .stafi«>n as well as from b<*neath the 
white flag to entrap thc‘ boats coming out. 'J‘h<*v 
arrknovvlodged 411 casualtii's. 

After this })(>tidmr(iiiK‘nt J)r. SchiuM' foiiiul 
the (diintiG* of J3ar-os-Sahui.in uiiliralthy, 
and ho roniov^'d the* s<*at f)l government (o 
iMrogoro, a pleasant hill down built in the 
hhiro|)ejm hiingalow styh*. and 140 mih*s 
itjhind on the (Ventral Kailway. J^hirly iii 
daniiary, 1915, cruisers convoyed trooiis from 
Mombasa to Alatia, an island of eonsidenihle 



A POINT OF VANTAGE OCCUPIED BY 
BRITISH NATIVES. 



GOVERNMENT BUILDING, 
DAR-ES-SALAAM. 

size opposite the estuary of the Riifiji. Mafia 
was oceuj)icd witli slight loss, the (Jerman 
garrison surrendering unconditionally on Jann- 
ary 12. During that and the following month 
th(‘ Astnea, Hyacinth, and other sliips boin- 
}>arded several ( l(*rman ports, and on Fel)- 
riiaiy 28 a bhx-kade of tht* whole coast of the. 
()li‘rman prot(*etorali‘ was declared, iho main 
ohj(M‘t being to pr(*vent the smuggling in of 
arms and a.mmuuition. The Gormans adopted 
inauy strat(‘gems to get munitions to Col. von 
Lettow-Vorbeck. In some instances supplies 
did gc‘t in, as as indin'etly admitted when in 
Oetob(‘r, 1915, a (otnintniiquc issued at Nairobi 
stuteil that the (‘ui'iny were “believed to lia\e 
eoin])l('t(*d tlu' rc* arming of their native troo[)s 
with mod(‘rn .sjnokeless jiflos.” 

One of \dc(^“Admiral Iving-Hall’s most/ difli- 
eiilt tasks eone('riH‘d the Ivihiigsberg. fSla* luul, 
it will be nuiu'inliercd, run lierself aground in 
Octriber, 1914, in the Kufiji river, and the 
strt*ain was too sliallow for the ships available 
to follow' and engage lu*r, whilst const ant. watch 
had to lx* k(‘pl lest she might get afloat and 
escajx*. With the warships on guard the captain 
exchanged pleasant ric*s by wirc'less telegraphy. 
Assured that lie would Jiave “a hearty British 
wt*l<'onie ” if he came out, he rc'plied that lie 
was “ always at home to visit oi*s.** Small 
vessels FH*i*nnnoitred up tlio Rufiji ; ono of 
them, the Adjutant, a steamer captured from 
the (Jerma.ns, rai^ aground in February, 1915, 
an ofheer and 25 men being taken prisoners, 
and its guns reniov'ed by the Germans. The 
Kdnigsberg bad mounted some of her guns 
ashore at the moutli of the riv^er, and she 
<*oneealed herself in a mass of greenery. 
Kventually the Admiralty sent out . two 
monitors, the Severn and Mersey, whi(*h, 
owing to their shallow draught, were able to 
ascend the river. AVith the help of aeroplanes 
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to spot tho position of tlio dormaii boat jin<i 
to direct their sliots, tlie monitors suceoecUd 
in setting the Konigsberg on fire (.Inly 11. 
1915). Tho Germans, liowover. saved tluar 
ten 4*1 in. guns, and these and the oniec rs and 
erew of the ship joined tlie (ieriiiaii land for< ( s. 
Tho naval guns Col. von Lettow-N’orbrek 
distributed in various ])arts of the protect oratc^ 
- they were the heavic\st ordnance^ Ju' pf)ss»'ss» <1. 
Part of the crow were sent aboard tlu‘ steamers 
on Lake Tanganyika. 

Tn the region of Victoria. Xyaiv/.a.* and on 
tliat lake hostilities began in Septc^mlur, 1914. 
An inland sea, the nyan/a. has a breadtli of 


AN OX-TEAM HAULING A MELD 

240 miles, a length of 250, and its deeply 
ir>dent<*d coast line exei'cds 2,000 miles. H is 
noted for its sudd(*n and .severe storm.^^, and soon 
after the war broki* out the Drilish steamer 
Sybil was wrecked on t]i<‘ tierman ^hol•^‘.- of the* 
lake by one tif these storms. railway tnan 

Alomlaisa reaches th(* njanza. at Kisumu in 
Kavironda (lulf, an eastern arm of the* lake, .-md 
th<^ Dailway Mariiu^ had .‘'iveral 

steamers on the lake. Odie (lermans lia-d one 

* It is incorrect to of Lokr \'iitoiiji 

yijanza is a nativo (Bantu) wcjrd for n InUc «»»• InrL;'* 
.sheet of wafer. Cf. the Arabic* fiahr. 


armed steamer, the Mwanza. ]>ut. the Dritish 
l>oats(theUleni(‘nt 1 1 ill, Winifred a.nd Kavirondo) 
were nna.rmf'il. troops and nuiehua* mins wt*re 
])nt aboard tlaan a.iul they wtait on iheir 
business. 'Vh(' Winifn'd »anbark<‘d at Kisnimi 
two s<(iia.(lrons of tbe K.A. Monnii'd Kille^j aial 
sail(»d south foi* Karnngn, a. Mrilisli por( near 
ilie(k*rinan bor<ler. ( )n tadering Kai nngu Lay 
‘»n September 15 it found I he plaei^ in tin' hands 
«)f tlu‘ (;erma.ns a.nd the Mwan/a. in port. 'The 
Mwanza op(*ned fire from 17-pounders and 
nia.\ ims aj id f la* \\ i n i t ri'd \\ a.s o) >h ij;ed to ref !>*< 1 1 . 
'I’herc! )iad Inaai som«' stiff fighting on slion'. 

Start ing from Shirat i, a. h’w mih's w it hin t lieir 
own frontier, a Clerman column e.stimated at 


(UN IN GERMAN EAST ArUICA. 

loo, including 50 hairopeans, oCeii[)ied Karungu, 
on Septornlier 9. and t Ih‘ next da\ took < hc‘ post 
oI The few oHieials at (hose places eonld 

(»n’er no opjiosit ion. Two Customs llou^e men 
e scaped froiji KaiMinen in a. eanoe. 4'he\' were 
picked up on the lOth by the ('lement Hill, 
\^ hi<-h was racing acro.ss the wliole widtli of the 
n\anza. with 240 of the. K.A. Ibth's on board, 
hound for Kisumu. A few' lioiir.*^ later tin* 
( lenuait Mill rescued two District Commis- 
sioners wilt) had (*seap(‘(l from Ki^li. (hi 
reaching Kisnnm the* steamer took ahoaid 
?,{) poli<*e, a fi(?Id hospital and porters, and at 
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r# a.m on September 11 had landed tlie force 
at Xendu Bay, no enemy being prel?cnt t<» 
interfere. The eoliiniiij less than .300 strong all 
told, with six white officers, marched to Kisii. 
2.S miles away, wliich was reached by 10 a.m. 
on September 12. Tliey attacked the Germans 
at 1 I a.m., and fought till 7.1.5, when, sliort of 
niiinnmition, they retired to Kondu. A study 
of this time-table shows the wond(»rful powers 
of endurance of the King’s African Rifles and 
tlieir readiness to undertake any task required 
of them by their whito ollicers. In throe days 
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VICE-ADMIRAL KINC-HALL. 

the men had travelled .300 miles by steamer and 
had marched 2» miles and on the fourth day 
were in action for o\'or eight nours. 

As in many .similar engagements the fight at 
Kisii ended in both sides retiring. In scattered 
lighting in thick bush it was frequently difficult 
to know which side had won. Tlie British, as 
stated, withdrew to Kendu ; the Germans fell 
back to Karungu, leaving on the field 10 dead 
and six w’ounded Knropeans. These and 28 
hodios of askori were found the next day when 
the British returned to Kisii. Four maxims 
and several thousand rounds of ammunition 
had also been abandoned by the Germans. 
On the British side Captain E. G. M. Thorny - 


croft was killed, Temp. Lieutenant Charles Grey 
— brother of V^iscount Grey — severely, and 
Lieutenant E. L. Musson slightly, wounded. 
The casualties in the native ranks wore six 
killed and 14 wounded. On the 17th the 
Winifred, reinforced by the Kavirondo, returned 
to Karungu to find that the Gorman troops, 
and the Mwan/.a, had fled. 

It w^as not until January, 1915, that tlie 
enemy displayed any further activity in tlie 
Kiirungu district. When news of movements 
of troops from the German ports was received 
by the British they took the initiative an<l 
captured Shirati on .January 9, with trifling lo.ss. 
This port was not retained and in Mareli 
German troops again entered British territoty. 
In an action fought on tho 12th of that montl) 
betw'een Shirati and Karungu 300 of tho enemy 
under Captain TIaxf hausen, with machine guns, 
were driven baf*k in disorder well beyond the 
frontier by a body of K.A. Rifies and E.A. 
Mounted Rifles, comniaiidc'd by Lieutenant - 
Colonel Hickson. In the meantime the boats 
of the I’ganda Railway" Marine had been 
properly artned and given naval ratings and on 
March 0 tho \\ inifrod drove ashore and disabled 
the Mwaiv/.a. British supremacy on tho lak'* 
was established, tliough the Germans stil 
posst'ssed son^o armed dhows. 33ieir cominaiMl 
of the lake enal>lod tho Uganda M.arine to send 
a party to the wrockinl Sybil, wbieli was re- 
fio ifc‘d end safely dof‘ked. 

After the recapture of Jassiii by t lu' Gormans 
ill .lamuiry, 191.5, there was littlo cliange in the 
situation along tlie southern frontier of British 
East Afriea for iH'arly a year. Apart from 
raids on tho Uganda Railway, the Gt‘rmans 
devoted most of their energies to strengthening 
their position around Taveta. They fortifieil 
a hill called Salaita (El Oldorobo)* and pushc'd 
their outfiosts to Mlmyuni, 17 miles from 
Taveta, on tlie road tc) Voi. Colonel von 
Lettow-Vorbcck was preparing obstacles for 
the next British offensive. He had presently 
to dt*al with a new commander of the British 
forces, wliich were at tliis [leriod furtlicr 
reinforced. On April 29, 1915, it w as announced 
that Brigadier-General ]M. I. Tighe, C.B., 
D.S.O.. Indian Army, had been appointed 
Major-General to corrunand tlie troops in East 

* 'the first recorded nttai-k on llio Cermevn position at 
Salaita was on March 20, 1915, when tho British had 21 
casual tic‘<, hosidos losing two machine guns through the 
fiight of native porters. In July a British reconnaissanct' 
iti considerable strength gained valuable informal if mi 
eiMioerning the defem?e,s of Salaita. 
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Africa. Brigadier-Genera) Stewart remained 
in Kast Africa, and serv^ed under General Tiglie. 
The new troops sent to Mombasa included the 
:>nd Rhodesia Regt. (a volunteer body raised 
in Southern Rhodesia) and the Legion of 
Frontiersmen (25th Bn. Royal Fusiliers), among 
wtiom served, with the rank ot Captain, the 
veteran hunter-naliiralist, .Mr. F. C. Selous. 
His intimat<' knowledge of equatorial Africa 
enabled Mr. Selous to give invaluable help, 
and his work as scout was the jxdniiration of 
t he whole force. 

General Tigho’s main task w as to prepare for 
the coming offensive. But the situation on 
the ( ^orman- Uganda border called for imme- 
di«ate attention. The kingdom of Buganda.* 
the most important part of the Uganda 
Protectorate, lies mainly on the north side of 
V'ietoria Nyanza, and only a. fragment of it 
was the scene of hostiliti(\s. The Ba.ganda, 
about half of whom, like their Kahtka (king), 
were Christian, offV'red to raise a le\ y for service 
outside Uganda. They wer<‘ askid instead to 
h(*lp in the dehaice of tlie southi'rn front iei* (>f 
the Uganda Protectorate', lying west of Victeiria. 
Xvanza. This th('y did, rek‘a.siiig some of tht^ 

* Huj^aiida is t tio eorroct nain<* of I la* < oiir»(ry popiil»irl> 
IciH)\vri as I'gainia. Oflicially and <‘oiivciiic'nlly 
\-i the name of the wliole protoetoral c, \vl)i« h inc Urt s a 
jreat »!«*al inon' than the kin^jjdoin of I'nuraiula. I’hi' 
nativ’c-' of Bnga»ala call th»'ms('lves pMsj.uidn (-ine 
M iigaialn 1 and tlieir lantriiauo Lngaial.i. 


regular troops in tlu' eouutry. Moretner, 
uiuU'v the insjnratiou of Sir Apolo Kagwa, 
K.C^M.G., tho Prime Minister, the Ikiganda 
seized a strategie lino a litth' south of Hie 
British frontier — that of the Kageni. river. On 
Xovember 20, 1V)14, tiu' Britisli iiosifions on the 
Kagt‘ra were attacked, riie Ikiganda held their 
ground at all points save one, where they abau- 
donefl Kyaka Fort, situatid on tho south hank 
of tho river. From that time omsard tho 
(Jerrnans exercised continuous jn-essun' on tho 
I’ganda border, tho natives suffering a. gn‘at 
dt‘al from tlieir raids generally for cattle, 
(aaieral Tight* (h'cidt'd to relit've tin* situation 
by destroying the t'lU'iny s })ase. 'This was the 
jiort of Bukoba, on I ht* w est short* of Victoria 
Nyanza, about 25 milt*s south of the British 
frontit'r. .Here tho Cermans had a fort and a 
wireless installation, and had accumulated war- 
like stores of all kinds. General Tights arranged 
for it simultaneous atlvanco on tw't) sides — one 
eolumn stiirting from tho Kagera rivt'r, whilt^ 
tho main body would t'omo across tht' laUt'. 
Brigadier-General Stewart was given command 
t>f the lake expedition. It was made up t>f 
dt'tachments of tho L(‘gion of Frontiersmen 
(under Colonel Driscoll, after wht>m th«' 
Front it'rsmt*n ^'t*rt* knt)W’n as “ Drist'ollV* 
rig<‘rs'*) tho Loyal North Laneashiros, 2!Mh 
Punjal)is, Ilrd K.A. Rifles, Machine (hm Co., 
mil complementa of artillery and engineer:?. 



THE UGANDA RAILWAY STHAMEKS ‘CLEMENT MILL ’ 

a Kisumu, Victoria Nyanzi. 
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From headquarters at Nairobi it journeyed by 
rail^o Kisumu (237 miles), and on June 20 
embarked on steamers of the Uganda Railway 
Marine. The lake passage was one of 240 
miles, and to time his arrival off Bukoba at 
the precise moment when the Kagera column 
could cooperate was a task of no small difti- 
culty for General Stewart. The Uganda column 
had only 30 miles to cover. But it was a march 
through enemy territory, and surprise liad to 
be guarded against. Moreover, the country 
was a mass of sw^amps covered with dense 
vegetation. Nevertheless no hitcli occurred, 
and on Juno 22 the Gronnans at Bukoba w'cre 
surprised. They offered determined resist- 
ance, the British troops bearing special testi- 
mony to the bravery of the Arabs in the 
enemy ranks. During the action the German 
commandant received reinforcements, which 
brought his strength up to 400 rifles, but for 
once in tliose early engagements the enemy 
was heavily outnumliered. Tn the end the 
Germans were decisively defeated. The follow'- 
ing description of the engagement w'as issued 
from headquarters at Nairobi : 

'I’he bulk of our forces, includinpf our mounfnin gtins. 


were landed about three miles north of Bukoba at dawn, 
a hostile picket being siirprisod and driven ofF. 

At daybreak the fight was opened by the enemy making 
an attack on our right centre, closely supported by 
machine-gun fire, which gave us considerable trouble in 
the dense banana plantations, till our guns finally locate<l 
it and silenced it. All was ready for a final advance 
when a drenching rainstorm, obscuring all view and 
depriving us of artillery support, held us up till 9.16 a.in. 

About 1 1 tt.m. the enemy attempted to withdraw their 
gun, but a direct hit from one of our mountain guns 
forced them to ahendou the attempt, and the gun lay at 
our mercy on the jDad south of Bukoba, whence wo 
recovered it and brought it aboard our convoy. By an 
oversight it was nt>t seciirclv lashed and in the rough 
weather on the lake slippe<l overboard into several 
fathoms of water. 

By 12.30 p.in. our right had made good progress and 
the enemy cominencotl to retire, and the Fusiliers, 
advancing in quick lime over the open, carried all before 
them, the K.A.K. remaining on tho heights to guard our 
right and rear. The Lancoshires entered the town from 
tho west. The enemy, by now thoroughly demoralized, 
broke and fled in a disorganized rabble, and were not 
soon again. I’ho enemy’s verified casualties wore Hi 
killed and 29 wounded, but they are in all probability 
considerably higher. Our losses wore much less than 
the enemy’s. Tho British casualties, 10 men killed, 
2 officers and 25 men wounded. 

Wo destroyed or captured one field gun, two machine 
guns, 32,000 roimds small arms ammunition, 144 rounds 
gun ammunition, 40 cases petroleum. 15 cases lubricating 
oil, one motor launch, three small boats, several stan- 
<lards, including a Mahominedan flag, and a quantity of 
explosives. 

As it was not our intention to hold Bukoba, rc 



BUKOBA: THE GBRNfAN FLAG HAULED DOWN AT THE COMMANDANT'S HOUSE, 
On the right it Col. Driscoll ; next it Lieut. Dtrtnell, who pulled down the flag : 
and the other officer it Capt. l.ook. 
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embarkation commenced at 6 p.m. on June 23, nml. 
except for our covoring pickets, was complete by 2 n.in. 
on the 24th, a brig>it moon and the entire absence of the 
enemy facilitating matters. 

Owing to the enemy selecting his gun positions at 
mission stations some damage may have been tloiio tt> 
these bui dings, but it is believed that no shell toiiclied a 
mission building. 

The Moslem standard captured was found 
not on the field of battle, but in (ha hoiiso of 



MAJOR-GENERAL SIR MICHAEL J. 

TIGHE, K.C.M.G. 

the CTcnuan commandant, and it was of 
European manufacture. Many valuable docu- 
ments were also scdzod by Ccncrtil Stewart, 
wlio before leaving Bukoba destroyed tlu‘ fort 
and tho wireless apparattis. For their ‘‘signal 
success ” General Stewart and his troops 
received the congratulations of Lord Kitchener. 
Some time afterwards the Germans ro-oceu[)ied 
Bukoba, but for a considerable ])criod they 
refrained from further action on the Uganda 
border. 

On the western frontier, where for o\c‘r 
500 miles the Belgian Congo joijis (Jen nan 
East Africa, there were three s[)her('s of 
activity; (1) Lake Tanganyika, (2) the plain 
at tho northern end of that lake, and (5) (he 
narrow stretch of lowland by the northern 
shore of Lake Kivu. Tanganyika was i-hii'fly 
useful to tho Germans as a means of com- 
munication. They could hardly luulcrlake 
an invasion of the Belgian Congo by landing 
forces on the Belgian shores of the lake, as 
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great clifTs rise almost unbroken from (or 
within a mile or two of) the Wiitt‘r's 
'Fhe chief break is in (he cen(r<‘ of the lake 
wliere the Lukiiga. through a narrow Nsllcy, 
carries the overHow of Tnugauvika to tlic 
Kiver Congo. At the mouth of th«* Lukuga 
valley the Belgians had a ]3ort. also < nllcd in 
1914 Lukuga, hut since known as Alhi rt vilh*. 
It luul bt'eii selected as tlu* tt'rminus of a 
railway which, starting from the un\ignhb' 
wa-ters of thi* U[)per Congo, should givo a 
continuous steamer and rail rout(' from tlu' 
Atlantic to Tanganyika.. ’Vho ra.ilway was 
uiick'r const purt ion w hen the war ht'gan, and 
was compkded in Mandi, 1910. Whether on 
account of its prospect ivc^ import au<‘i‘ or 
because it w’as th(‘ eneujy [)ort nearest. I jiji, 
Lukuga W’as ilu'. tirst spot in Belgian (Vaigo 
atta<‘ked by' the ( iermaus. On August 22. 
1914, the s(<'a.mer Medwig \on W’issmaim 
bombarded Lukuga., killing two negroes and 
wouiuling two others. At freejuent intciwals 
during the ju'xt It) montlis the llcdwig ^c)n 
\Vissma.nii and its sistcT sliip the Kingani 
st<*a.m<‘d up a.nd down tJie western slion's of 
I'auganyika, Ixanhardiiig the various Belgian 
stations, and occasionally^ la.ndiug raiding 
partu's. They dffl not a-hvays sue<*eed in their 
efforts. Tims in Fi’hriia.ry, 1915, the Hedw ig 
von Wissmanii, whik' convoying troops to 
the south end of the lake*, was fired at from 
the llelgian shore, was struck three timt‘s ami 
so damaged that it took several weeks to 
n‘[)air. Jiiit about th(' middle of 1910 the 
Germans lannchc*d at» Kigoma the ( kit zen, 
a twin-serrew’ steamer 220 ft. in Ic*iigth. tlx* 
largest boat placed upon th(' lake. TJa» Briti.‘-h 
Jiiid then. no boats on Tanganyika, and th(‘ 
Jielgiau gunboat A. l)(‘leommuuo had ht en 
disahle<l at the bc'ginning of liostilit its. In 
the closing days of 1915 thti situa.lion was 
alterixl by the arrival of twa) llritish armetl 
motor-launches, which had lu'iai hrouizht. 
oNcrIand across Central Africa by hliK'jackct^. 
As set forth in (_‘hapt(*r (JLTll., the I British 
boats, with Belgian help, sj)eodily capturcxl 
th<' Kingani and sank tlx* iledwigvon Wiss- 
inaun. Gf*rman supremacy on I’angauyika w as 
at an end. 14x‘ (Jdtzcn, however, by keeping 
mainly in har>)t>ur at Kigoma, escaped destruc- 
tion until August, 1910. 

J’os.session of thc^ plain north of I’anganyika 
(once a part of the hike) was stoutly contested. 
Frontier posts were built on either side of 
the Busizi, which, traversing the plain, enters 
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THOI'HIKS I KOM BUKOHA 
(jcrmiin flags used as decorations for the railway coaches. 


tlio liikf. Tlu) most TiolnbU^ ongiiyciiioiit was 
fought on iScptenibor 29, 1915. Jk‘a(<*ii in 
previous allacks on tlu' J Belgian post of J^uvungi, 
the GJennans on that oc(.*fusk>u broiiglit againsi 
it a largo force provi(l(‘(l wi'.th held artillery 
and inaehine>giins. 'TIk' action was of a most 
obstinate eharaetor and lasted fourteen liours. 
It aj)pcar(*d to ])0 indecisive, but uiidc'i’ covt'r 
of night the Clerinans retreated, It'aving beJiind 
G8 dead, two of whom w(*rc (Jennan otlicers, 
besides a hirge quantity of munitions and stores. 
After tliis tlui Belgians o.stablished themselves 
hrmly on the tlerman side of the frtnhier. 

In the Kivu sector no quest i(ui of naval 
power was involvt'd, for Miere were no armed 
v<‘s.sels on Kivu, ininu’diatt^ly nortli of which 
rise tlie Mfum]>iro mountains. “ Mliero is a 
vi*rv narr(»w st retell of lowland along the 
north sidii of the lake, and hen^ ])asses a 
road whi(*h on the Cerman side gives access 
to the ri(*h rt'gion of Hiianda. The Belguin 
frontier post, Ngonia, and tlic Berman frontier 
ptv-.t, Kissi'iiji, are built on this road, being 
oidy two miles apart. * Both ]iosts are 
dominated by mountains over 8,000 ft. high.” * 
Kissenji had been mado by the Germans 
th<‘ir chief base in the district between Tan- 
gan\ ika and Victoria Nyan/.a. A mile or 
two from the government ])ost they had a 
strong fort, just complet(*<l when the war 
broke out. At the end of August, 1914, the 

' (icoijni}>h iral J nnmul, April, lUKi. 


garrison of Kissenji captured Xgoma. From 
that date until the month of May following 
there WfVs a bilt('r struggle' on f Ije nnrrow strip 
of ln.nd by the lak(* side. (Fighting in the 
mountains was out of th(^ qu(\stion ; tlio gr<‘at 
eoiK's are volcanic, generally in a state of semi 
eruption, and betwt'cn them extends avast and 
scarcely traversable lava field.) The Belgians 
towards the end of 1914 n'captiirc'd Ngoma 
an<l took th(‘- ])Ost of Kissenji, but not tlie fort. 
Ka.rly in 1915 the (h'niuins, reinfon'.ed, drove 
back tlie Belgians, but in a latiT engagement, 
wore themselves once more compelled to s('('k 
the sh(*lt('r of their fort. The eornniander of 
the Belgian troops at Xgoma determined to 
redue,o the fort. Tiiis otneer was Lieutenant 
Piick-Chaudoir, a man already witli a rcconl. 
An ex-soklier and African traveller, ho had 
served in tho opening weeks of tlie war in 
tlie civil guard of Li6go, and afterwards in the 
I Belgian cavalry, where he earned both the 
(Voss of tluj Order of Leopold and tho Legion 
of Honour. His knowledge of Africa had led 
t<» liis lieing sent to tlie Congo. Jn May, 1915, 
h(' made a sur[)ri.s(? attack on Kissenji fort, 
took it by storm, and completely destroyed 
its works. The Belgians cfmtinued to harass 
tho eiH-my in this region, keeping open tho 
door through which their tvlvancc in force 
was made* in 1910. 

Nyasalaiul and Northern Rhodesia, wliose 
frontiers between lakes Nyasa and Tangan- 
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;^ika adjoined German East Africa, wen- 
exposed to a common danger in Angll^^t, 
1914. Neither country wjjis prepared for war 
and defence measures liad to be im])ro vised. 
Nyasaland was fortunate in possessing in Sir 
George Smith a governor of marked ability, a 
man in whom the whole cominunity had con- 
fidence. lie acted with energy and prompti- 
tude, and one source of danger to the pro- 
tectorate was disposed of at tlie outset, 'riu* 
protectorate owned a “ fleet ” and used it. hs 
“ battleship ” was the twin -.screw steel gunboat 
Guendolen of 350 tons, which mountc-d four 
0-poundors and four machine gtms, lia<l a 
length of 130 feet and ef>ultl steam 1 hO knots, 
'rhe boat was named in compliniont to l^oid 
Salisbury, who had made Nyasalaiul a Ihitisli 
protectorate, after liis daughter hady Giu-n- 
dolon Cecil. It was sent out to Africa in 
sections and was launched in T)i‘c<‘mlH'r, 
1808. The rest of the Nya.sa “ fh‘<'t ” eon 
sisted of the Pioneer and Adventure, 35-1011 
gunboats built in 1802. On August 8 — four 
days after wai' wivs declared — the Guendolen 
(Commander E. }j. Rhoades) .startl'd to senreh 
for the Hermann von Wissmann, a boat of 
al)Out her own size and armaiiuad, find the' oidy 
Clermfin sti-amer on the laki'. Sphinxhavci , 


where, correctly as it proved, it was reported 
that the Hennaim von Wissmann was nntler- 
going rejiairs, wtis reeonnoitred. Sphinx - 
haven is a snug little natural port, and \ ery 
unobtrusive; it was not iiuirked on the Ger- 
man maps, tliough they labelled a neigldiouring 
i.slct New Heligoland. On .\ugust 13 Com- 
mander Rhoades found the Ck'riuan boat on 
Ihc stoeks at S[)hin\]ia\ en, and eaplured the 
crew. He could not refloat the Henuann von 
Wissmann, so he removed her armaiuenf and 
(he im])ortant part of lii'r engines and sailed 
a\i ay. 

W'itli no feji.r of inlcrfcrenee fiom tlie enemy 
the troops in Nyasaland wen- hi-ought by boat 
from Fort .lohuston, at (he soullicrn end of 
the |a.kc. and by August 22 the field force 
had conei-ntrat cd at Kiiroiig.i, .at tlie noi-|h- 
uest end of the lake, and IS miles fiom the 
( Jeriiain frontier. .An enem\’ patrol laul crossed 
the Songwe (the river whieh formed the frontier 
north of Nyasa) two days hi-fon*, and tlie 
Germans quickly csta.))lishcd themselves within 
Hritish territory. Ca.])t. ( '. W. Hart on, 

Wlu-n ropnrl.'-. < ata*‘ (u liand lluit llu* (a iinaii.-, \\» rr 
rap.iiring dirii* ho.il .iiidIIht \\ a . pai<i li» .Spliinx- 

liavisn (May, 11)13) l>y llir lirili-h. On llial n«»'a - k m 
(la- TTarnumn v*m# W is^inaim wji-. t ninplf-lrly ili^ahli-d 
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D.S.O., Northamptonsliire Kegt., was in 
<*<>inmand of tho British force. It was of 
very stnall dimensions — part of the 1st 
Jhitt. King’s African Rifles, some reservists 
of the same gallant corps, and Kuropean 
volunteers. Tliere was no (piestion of eom- 
[Hilsion in the Protectorate. The Nyasaland 
Volunteer Reserve represented practically the 
whole of the British of military age in the 
country. As the total vvhit<‘ population in the 
Protectorate, men, women and children, barely 
exce<‘ded 800, tho numerical help that the 
planters could giv^c was not great. A first 
contingent of 50 men reached Karonga at 
th<^ beginning of Se])tember. Nyasaland is 
r<‘ekoned a small territory, though it is five 
tiiiK's th(‘ si/.e of Wah's, but it runs- to length, 
and thre(‘-fourths of the Kuropeans liv^c in the 
Shire Highlands, a region soutli of tbe lake, so 
that the X’oluntetu's had a journey of nearly 400 
mil(‘s before Hu'y reached h(*ad(|uarters. 

Strengthened by the presence of the V'ohm- 
teers, (’a])t. Barton rt'solvcHl to attack Kajiora. 
an outpost of tiu' ('i emy some tw(‘lve miles 
north -w(‘st of Karonga-. Lea-ving a garrison 
of 10 Knroix'ans and 50 nativ<'s at Karonga. 
under Lieut. P. 1). Bisho]), Ca-|)t. Barton 
b(‘gan his advance on September 8. Early 
(7 a-.in.) th(‘ next- morning an enemy company 
was m('t. A doubk' company of the K.A.R. 
crossed a river (the Lufira) to attack, but the 
enemy retirc'd. Shortly aft(Twards (8 a.m.) 
the sound of gunfire from the direction of 
Karonga cr(‘at(‘d alarm, for the small forc(‘ at 
that ])la.ce (where th(‘re wc're three white vomen 
— two nurses and tla^ doctor s wife) could not 
be expected to hold out long. A singular 
situation ha-d arisen. Both suk‘s had taken tho 
orf(‘nsiv<* simultaneously, and wliile Papt. 
Barton was marching north, a (lerman force 
under Baron von Longenaer was marching 
south, clos(‘ to the lake shore, to att ack Karonga. 
Th(' (lerman main column — 400 strong, with 
two light field pieces and three maxims- had 
pa.ssed east of Papt. Barton’s column during 
the night without being detected. The rest 
of the langl(‘d story is best told in the words of 
the oflicial despatch. Tho narrative is takin 
up at tlu* point where Pa[)t. Barton became 
aware that Karonga was in danger. 

A double company with 1 maxim, \mdcr Ca})!. \. H. 
(trillifhs, 1st K..\.K., was ordcrtnl to inarch with tho 
utmost speed to relicNo Karonga. Tho remainder of 
tho foreo with tho traii'^port, as soon as the double 
company from tho north bank of the Lufira had rejoined, 
followed towards Karonga. 
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The oneiny luul altaokoii Ka.ronj?a at about 7 a. in., ainl 
a oontiinious lira was kept iiji from 4(10 yard-, ratim- 
ai^ainst the jjonL hy about 350 rifles and tlirro inaxim- - 
ix few shells wt're also fired by two fitdd j^uns (M-iurln. 

Capl. (h-iOi(hs arrived on tlio s.eiu) at about 
11 a.in., completely surprising tin* (iieiny, whoin be pm 
to flif?ht, ca]itiirinj' two maxim j^uns. 

Jii the mcautirm^ our main b»>dy, liampored b\ 
transport, was slowly returning ttnvards Karmij/a ; .u 
about 11 a.m. it mot half a corniiauy of the em inv. w bn b 
was quickly routed. At about I p.m.. w lieu er..-.-iu- 
the Kasoi stream, the force cam«‘ into contact wiili tbe 
enemy, whi> ha<l reformed during the retirerncni from 
Ivartm^^a. After a sharfi action <»f two Inmr.-,' duration 
the enemy was (mmjibdely tlofeatcal ami naired m 
disorder towanls the (jlerman bord«‘r, Itisnm tvvo field 
guns, a (piautity of small arms, a.mminnli»>n and '-tore-. 


IWon Loneroiuu*!* was reportml tn ha,vi‘ iVud 
(luriner tlio ndroaf. Amoiio (h,* Ihitish uoimdod 
was (apt. Ihirton, atul the coniniiiini nf fli(» 
Koivc wtis t.ikiui ()\ri' l)\ ( apt. H. \\\ 
Sl(‘ven.s. As flu' (Irnnuns could without dilli- 
culty n'inforcc their troops ou tj,,^ N\u.s;i. Iron- 
tier and »is tlicrc was no iinniodiatc hope of 
reinforcements on tlie liritish sidi‘, (^ipt. 
Stevens did not pursue the roiitiHl eiu tuN ; ho 
<li‘cided to j>ut Karon.Lra in a state of defence. 

I h(‘ (h'rntans did not rt iiew their attack and 
w it h tlu* atU't'nt *>f tlte rainy season at the end of 



TFIE NAVAL HXPHLiriON K) LAKE TANtLXNVIKA. 
Cjerman prisoners from the sunken “ Hedwif* von issmann.^^ 


Th<* enemy lui\ ing Ix'cii completely scalb rcd. mir foii n 
was again concent ratetl at Kurunga. 

In this brilliant afftiir, which sa\ ‘-d \ \ asa,land 
from invasif)!!, the ('asna.Ities were lieav \ . 'I’lu* 
British losses were, amoni^ Knrop(‘ans, 3 offieers 
killed and 3 \vonnd(*d, 3 V(^liinteers killt tl or 
died of wounds, 4 others woniuled a.nd oin- 
missing. Tii the native ranks 8 im*n were killed 
and 42 wounded. Tlu' enemy kft on the field 
58 dead, of whom 7 were (Jermans, aiul 72 
wounded or un wounded wore made [)risoners, 
of w^hoin 3 w'crc (Jerman otiieers- lot) alto- 
gether. About 40 other vvoundt*d. iiu luding 
the Commandant, the enemy took away. 


Xo\<*ml)t*r the reoinu of (In- S«»ngw(' \ alley 
herame i mpra-et ieable foi‘ operations. What 
tin* rainy soason nu'ans in a. “wet.” area ot 
tropical Africa may Ijc* judge-d tla* tall in tin* 
Song;we distried ttoarl\' loO inehos Ix'twocn 
the end of Xoveinher and 1 h* early part <y( .May. 
llapj>ily, Karonga was not in tlie w»*t '' area — 
in 1 Ik* same |>(‘riod its I’ainiall w a,s only 30 iiU'hes 
— a.nd this dil'ferenee greatly favonix'd the 
Hritish troops in the matter ot lu'alth a- com- 
pared with those of flu* enom>'. 

In Decemlxr, 1014, Li(‘nt.(V>l. (k M. \\ 
Hawtlujrn arrived in Xyasaland and took over 
(he command on tlu* 20tli ol (hat month. lie 



Jr>4 THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


<*ain<3 from British East Africa, where it will bo 
i*i‘nieriibered he had been wounded in the early 
fighting near Oazi. On January 23, 1915, a 
revolt of native's occurred in the Shir6 High- 
lands. It was quickly suppressed, the Ictuler 
being killed in action on February 3. A double 
company of K.A. Kifles. under Capt. H. G. 
Collins — which marched 86 miles in 47 hours — 
was sent from Karonga to restore order, but the 
rebel force had meantime been defeated by 40 
British Volunteers and 100 K.A.R. rc'cniits, 
under Capt. L. E. Triscott. 

The revolt (wrote a correspondent) was eriginoerod by 
Olio John Chelombwo, a negro, wlio, after being tmimul 
as a teacher by tlio American Baptist Mission, was sent 
to the Uniletl States and there took a University 
eourso. ( )fi ]»is return ho built a church and preached 

Ktliiopianisrn ” (roughly, Africa for the negro). His 
followers, who niimborod about 500, were chiefly Anguru, 
njoont immigrants from Portuguese territfiry. Tn the 
cv'oning of January 23 they attacked Magoinorc, the 
property of the A. L. Bruce Kstatos, Magomcro having 
been bouglit by Mr. Livingstone Bruco, grandson of 
David Livingstone. Jn the houses attacked were Mr. and 
Mrs. Livingstone, Mr. and Mrs. llobertson, Mr. Fergus, 
son, Mrs. MacDonald, and five children. Mr. Livingstone 
was killed by a blow from an axo and decapitated in the 
l>resonce of liis wife. Mr. Forgusson and Mr. Robertson 
were also killed, and fhow«iincn an<l children carrio<l off. 
Helped by her iiJit i VC s<M’van( . Mt'^, MacDonald. lioui‘\'er 


escaped in her nightdress and barefooted, and ran 
through the jungle to another planter’s house and gave 
the alarm. The rebels tof)k Mr. Livingstone’s head to 
John Cholcmbwo’s church— -which was strongly built and 
intended to he used as a citadel — and Cholcmbwe 
preached a .sermon with the head stuck on the pulpit. 
Forty-eight hours afterwards the women and chiklren 
carried off had been rescued, l.atcr Chclcinhwc’s church 
was blown up. Abt)ut 20 rebels were hanged anti 400 
imprisoned. 

Owing to tho prompt suppression of the 
revolt tho military situation was not affected. 
Ill Juno, 1915, tho Germans strengthened their 
forces on the Nyasa border, and from that time 
tjiiward there were many skirmishes but no 
.serious fighting. The enemy’s energies were 
at that period bent chiefly against the Rhodesian 
.sector of the frontier. Tn September, 1916, the 
danger to which Nyasaland had been exposed 
owing to the paucity of its defence force was 
removed by the arrival at Karonga of the 
Imperial Service Contingent (1,000 strong) 
raised in tho Union of South Africa. These 
troops reached Nyasaland via Durban and the 
Zambesi, a toilsome route (1,000 miles) involving 
ocean, river and railway transit, as well as a 
march of 130 miles on foot, before reaching 



THE NAVAL EXPEDITION TO LAKE TANGANYIKA. 

Some of the officers and men in the bush, with their motor transport. 
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soum afi<k:ans ukinging a gun into action. 


Lake Nyasa. Yet it was tlie cjiiicjkest means of 
conveyance. Within a week of their arrival at 
the front the Soutli Africans wore in action. 

When the war began Northern Rhodesia was 
in almost as defenceless a condition as Nyasa- 
land. Tho native police, commanded first by 
Major Stonnett and laier by Col. Hodson, were 
tlio only trained force in the territory, an<l tlioir 
numbers were few. A volunteer corjjs, tho 
Nortliern Rhodesian Rifles, was formed by tlie 
sf!ttlers, but, as tho total white fjopulation of 
Northern Rhodesia, a region six times tln^ 
sixe of England, was barely 3,000, this c*or])s 
was also necessarily small.’*' Its commander 
was Major Boyd Cunning! iam<% a iioU*d !)ig- 
garnc hunter, administrator, and transport 
expert. This last qualification was invaluuhle, 
as tho nearest railway was 400 miles away. 
Tlireo or four hundred Britisli lived near Dio 
border of Gorman East Africa, in the high land 
be tween Nyasa and Tanganyika. Fairly gotnl 
roiKls connect those lakes. The German ron-d 
ran from Bisinarekburg, on tlie souDi-c‘ast 

^ NortluTJi Hliodcsia borclcretl on llio the 

of Ooriiian South Africa whi<‘h strcIclnMl iM-t 
t** tho Zambo.si and wms known av tho (^iprivi h'iri;/«T. 
A.s Northern Rhodesia nndortnok k<;pt it-i 

to occupy this strip of flcrniAii tt'rritory. it' furco 
•‘■•J ilablc for the Ras't Africa frontier llms '\T*;»k<*ni*<l 


slions of '.rariganyika. and kept- closi' to the 
frontier till it roaflud thf^ northi'm slioro of 
Nya.sa. Tin* i^ritish road - ealk‘d aftor its 
projc'ctor and first- builder. Die 8tov(*nsoii Rnad 
— starts from Karonga, on Nyasa, and glasses 
through Fort Hill, IDfi' anil Aherc.orn, an<l <‘mls 
jit Kitiita, the bhodrsin-ii ]»ort on Tanganyika. 
At a-ll Di( •so plaees wi’re police posts, and at 
tlann lived a few wliites. wliih* oDxs-.'i dwelt on 
neighbouring farms and (‘at tie runs. In vimv of 
Dhui* def(‘ne(d('ss position, Die settliM’s and 
missionarii's wen* ordered, at a liay’s notiee. to 
rtnnovo their wives, fn-rnilies an<l (‘.attlui 20t> 
miles from t he front ier, and Di<^ avaihihlc^ ])olie,e 
and vohintei'rs niaruK'd Di<i British posts agninst 
attack. Almost from tlie first thi^ Rhodesians 
laul Di<^ help of Da^ [Belgian (native) troops on 
the f’ongo side* of their frontier. In all, to 
guard a frontier 150 miles long, Dio Rliodi'sian- 
Ikdgian forei^s may liave totalled 3,0t)0. GeiiiTal 
hklw’ar<ls, commanding the Rhodc*siun tonnes, 
liad control of the Ofxerations. Tlie principal 
Belgian idllcers w<‘re Mejor Olsen ai.d Major de 
Konniek. 

Fjirly in September, 1014, Da*. Hedwig von 
Wi.^sinaiiii and the Kingani sailed from Bis- 
iiifireklairg and after homlai-rding Kituta landed 
]>arties, w'hich d(*featid Da* small garrison 
(commanded by a B<*lgijin olTirc*r) and looted 
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RHODESIAN POLICE GROSSING A RIVER BY A NATIVE BRIDGE. 


the place. Next day a British column arrived, 
but the Germans had gone, taking with them 
£30,000 worth of goods. On September 5 
Abercom, which is 10 miles from Kituta, was 
attacked. It was hold by Mr. Bissct, the post- 
master, ami 40 police. Mr. Bissot worked a 
machine-gun with excellent effect ; during the 
fight reinforcements, 130 strong, arrived, and 
the t k'rmans were beaten off. The .sevc*re defeat 
suffered by the enemy at Karonga on Septem- 
ber 0 checked their activity on the Rhodesian 
frontier alsf>, and during the ensuing rainy 
season only minor operations could be under- 
taken, the chief event being tlie repulse of 
another attack on Abercorn (March, 1915). 
This gave the British and Belgians the oppor- 
tunity of bringing up reinforcements. MTiat 
the difficulties of transport were may be seen 
by following the fortunes of one cohmin — 
a column which later on greatly distinguished 
itself. On December 5, 1914, Major J. J. O’Sulle- 
van, in command of the 2nd Mobile rolumn of 
the Northern Rhodesian Police, then stationed 
in the Caprivi Finger, was ordered to the 
Tanganyika front. The first stage of the 
journey was to the town of Livingstone, on the 
Zambesi, just above the Victoria Falls. This 


was a 90-mile stage. Major O’Sullevan himself 
covered it in exactly 24 hours, 60 miles in a 
dug-out on the Zambesi and 30 miles on foot — 
all in blinding rain. But the column, wdiich 
had difficulties w’ith its wagon transport, took 
1 1 days on the journey. From Livingstone 
the column went by train to Sakania in Belgian 
Congo — a distance of 508 miles. Thence to 
Abercorn was a 430 miles’ walk, done without a 
single officer or man falling out. (Fn route one 
of the officers shot an elephant.) 

. This marcrh, said Major O’Sullevan, was accomplished 
in fieavy rains ; swainps had to be corduroyed, and 
sGvcml bridges had to 1>g erected daily to got the mules 
over the swollen rivers. Tho 430 tniles was done in 
20 days, averaging about 21 miles per day. 

It was a fine record, and the column fought 
even better than it marched. It was sent by 
Col. Hodson to Saisi, a farm near a hill of the 
same name, through which, a few hundred 
yards from the German frontier, the Stevenson 
Road passed. Here, 30 miles from Abercorn, 
Major O’Siillevan, whose command included 
Belgian troops, built a fort, cutting down tho 
long grass ( 10-12 ft. high), trees and other cover. 
Early in June, 1916, the Saisi force raided and 
burnt an enemy camp, capturings large convoy 
of supplies (including “ some excellent wine ”) 
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and a number of native levies. Saisi, in short, 
became an annoyance to the Germans, who 
determined to capture it. Their first attempt 
^as made on June 26 with a force of some 70 
£uro^ans and 400 natives, with three maxims. 
Just after daybreak the enemy tried to surround 
the position, and the fight lasted all day. Com- 
pletely foiled, the enemy retreated to Lake 
Tanganyika, leaving their dead (including 10 
iEuropeans) on the ground. While burying 
them the British noticed newly dug “ graves ** 
on the German side. They were opened and 
foimd to contain ammunition buried by the 
enemy in convenient spots for future use. 
South-east of Saisi the Germans made repeated 
attacks in the direction of Fife. They received 
a check in May, when Lieut. Bremncr, with 60 



[Elliott and Fry, 


MAJOR J. J. O'SULLEVAN, D.SO, 

Northern Rhodesian Rifles and 25 police, cap- 
tured a stockade in a brilliant little action. The 
stockade consisted of a double row of logs, 10 ft. 
high, surrounded by a trench staked at the 
bottom and sides by sharpened pegs a coux>lo of 
feet long. Lieut. Irvine was mortally wounded 
in leading the attack on the stockade gate. Few 
of the enemy escaped, and the .32 survivors were 
made prisoners. In the following month Major 
Boyd Cunninghame had a very brisk engage- 
ment with the enemy, who almost rushed the 
camp at Fife. 

In July, 1915, the Gormans made a deter- 
mined attempt to occupy north-eastern Rho- 
desia. Their main attack was again directed 
against Saisi. But the British intelligence staff 
was well informed, and for throe weeks before 
the Germans attacked the native troops and 
300 carriers had been busy strengthening their 
defences. At 7 a.m. on July 24 the enemy 
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BMPLACEMBNT OF GERMAN GUN 
FROM THE KONIGSBERG. 

surroimded Saisi. Their force, strong in Euro- 
peans, was estimated at 2,000 and they had 
12-pounder guns and ten machine guns. 
Against them were 20 British and Belgian 
oflicers and men and 450 Belgian and British 
native soldiers, a 7-xiounder, a 4-poimdor, and 
two maxims. The enemy hod trenched close up 
to the water supplies, and the only means ^ the 
bosiegt^d had of getting water was by stealing 
down to the rivers at night and bringing water 
back in bottles. On some nights they failed in 
their quest ; “so ^ve remained thirsty till the 
next night.” In such conditions, against odds 
of four to one, the def candors beat off the 
Gcrnians. 

Kiriii*4 continued day and night for four dayn. Kind 
Major O'Snllovan, and all our inulos and oxen, bosiden 
Iho Hhoop and goats, upon which wo dependeil for food, 
w*;ro killed by shrapnel. On the fifth day the German 
idliocr in command sent in a parlemcntnirr with a not*' 
asking mo to flurremder. Ho stated iliat ho hod captured 
a large convoy of supplies, ami Inwl also honton hack our 
relief forces, that he know we hatl no water, and so on. 
J replioci that under no c*ondit.ions whatever woiikl wo 
surrender. . . . That night they atfackiMl in force 

by the light of a fairly bright moon, and came on bravely, 
but they could not got actually to our trenches. The 



[By courtesy of the African Society. 
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INDIANS REPAIRING THE UGANDA RAILWAY. 


atlurkin^ Turfo about Ij.lOO, u lurjio majority being 

lOiiropomis, but (liou/.;h wo hoard thorn encouraging tlio 
.^raba and native troopa to ohargo they could not got 
them to do so. Tho attack In'-tod an hour and a half. 
Various ruses w<*re adopted. M’boy blow the Belgian 
“ Cease Kiro,” and ours also, h'lring c'^Misod for a few 
minutes on our si<ie, but v\as resinned, and wo afterwards 
ceased bugle calls. 

Fighting went on until .\ugusl H, when (ho oiioiny had 
oaten up all liis supplies and all ours. Ho then retired 
to Tjake 'ranganyika, (unbarkeil for Hjiii ami also iiiarohod 
t>tT by road to Uisinarcktuirg a id Neu Langenlairg. Wo 
were too clone up to go after 1 hem, and were relieved by a 
battalion of Belgian troops after a few days.* 

For tlu' pillant (Icfoiico of Saisi Major 
0’Sidli‘vaii naadvod the D.S.O. 'bho casualties 
in his eointnand in the period Juno- August 
were about 80; (In' (Jerinans who attaeked 
him siifTert'd inueh more st'verely. They lost 
00 d('ad in Knropeans alone. Farly in Sep- 
tember (‘oimt Kalkt'iistein again oonoen- 
tnited ti foroe near Saisi, hut it vvtis dispersed 
by the Belgians. ThcTt' was no other con- 
siderable engagement on the Rhodesian fron- 
tier in 1015. Before tJie year ended the 
British forces htul ht'en iiien^ased and the 
Belgian soldiers wt'ro releasc'd for service on 
their own front. The troops in Xyasaland and 
Rhodesia then eanu' under one conmiand, that 
of Brig. -Gen. E. Northey, A.D.C. While 
keeping the enemy employed Oen. Northey 
elaborated plans for an invasion of German 
territory at the beginning of the dry season of 
1910. 

* Journal of the African Sncictyt April, 1916. 


On the British Fast Afriea sidtj a condition 
resembling stalemate^ was ereated in the closing 
months of 1915. Gol. von Leitow-Vorbeek 
still maintained an offensive, but at every point 
h(‘ was nud and eheeked. The German eom- 
mander was wtdl aware that (Jen. Tighe was 
(‘iigaged on th(‘ task of organization, concentra- 
tion and ])repa.ration for offensive measures, 
and he endeav’oured to disarrange the British 
])lans by renewed attacks on the linos of eom- 
miinieation. ( Jen. Tighe’s foresight and ent'rgy 
were cons]>icuoiiK, iiotalJy in overcoming the 
difficulties present t‘d by the waterless desert hc*- 
tween Voi, on the Uganda Railway, and Tavota. 
With Tavda still in German hands Gen. Tight* 
pressed forward tla^ building of a railway tou-ards 
it and took it tt> Maktau, within a few miles of 
tho enemy outposts. A water pipe was laid 
down from the Biira Hills (near Voi) which 
provided the force at Maktaii with 40,000 
gallons daily, about half the supply needed, anti 
the balanee was made good by railway and 
stt^rage tanks. This work was carried' out by 
TJeut.-Gol. (\ B. Collins, R.E., and his staff. 

The persistent efforts of the enemy to blow 
lip the V’^oi-^laktaii and l^ganda railways wen* 
uniformly futile. They maintained an advanced 
garrison of 500 to 000 rifles whose duty it was 
to send out parties with dynamite bombs 
blow up tlio railways. Favoured by the denst* 
bush small parties succeeded now and again 
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in reaching the Uganda railway uiidf'tectcd, 
and between April and Xoveinlwr. trivial 

damage was done to the lin«» on some 10 or 
12 occasions. Thrice trains \\ere dc'railed, 
but in each instance there were no casualties. 
Once at least the raiders were hoist with llieir 
own ])etard. A bomb exploded ]m*ma.tiin'ly, 
fragments of the bodies of a (Jernian ollicer and 
two native soldiers being found n<Mir the line. 

A]mrt. from efforts dirt'ctt'd against the 
railways the Germans eontiniK'd to maintain 
themselvtvs in force on the Tinba. Kivea* ; they 
still held Vanga and ])at rolled thi‘ coast n‘gion 
tlienee t() the neighlxairhood of (Jazi. As 
General Smuts said, ({eneral Tighe “had 
to be constantly on the watch for (lie next 
move of his activi' and ('iiterprising foc^ ” ; 
his troops were in t<au*h with the (‘uemy 
at many ])oints along the (iOO miles of land 
frontier he had to guard. 'The rc'sult was 
many small aetions and no lag eiigagcanent . 
In ])lacos where tlu* conditi<ai of the nawls 
])ermitted their vise tht' British tanployt'd motor 
cars for n^connoitring purpose's. On one such 
occasion w'ht'ii a general otlic('r was in tin' <*ar, 
the covering ^larty of 15 Baluchis suildt'nly 
eneouTitered a (ierman patrol ItMl strong. “ We 
must attack to let the Sahib get away,’’ cried 
the Subadar (Ghulam Hardar) and the 15 
Baluchis chargctl the (‘iiemy. 'I'Ik' Subadar, 
mortally wounch'd, di<‘d tlu' next day. In the 
middle of Si'ptc'mlx'r, wlu'ii a. (Ierman patrol 
was ambuslied nc'a.r Ma-ktau, the ])atrol, tin 
strong, nin into a trap s('t for thi'in by a party 
of K.A. Mounted Bides and Baluchis. Gharg<‘d 
with the bayonet tlu^ enem> ft'd, lea\ ing 
52 deiul on tla* gnamd, tme a Kviropt'a-n. 
Lieut. Wildman, of tlu' Baluchis, ho led 
charge, was kilh'd, the total Britisli 



[lUHon I i'Vy, 


HKIGAUIHR-GHNKKAL K. NOKTHHY. 

casualtit's being 1 kilU'd a.nd 11 wounded. 
With affairs like this 1915 t'nded and 1910 
began. In a skirmish on 5a.nua.ry (i in the 
Xi'w Vt'ar, W a.v‘^11, of “ Wa-Vi'lTs Arabs,'’ wa.s 
kilh'd. 1 h' had recovi'n'd from his wound 
r<*c<‘iv4*d at- ( la-zi in St'pt embi'i', 1911, a.nd laul 
het'ii proniotj'd to the rank of Major. 1 1 is 
death was a loss to Oriental learning and to 
geogra])hy, as well as to the Army. 

As so(»n as (Jeia'ral Botha, had complelt'd tla’i 
(•oiapiest of South-Wt'st Africa .Inly, 1915 - 
>'Ugg<‘sf ions wt'i’e ma.de (hat tla* I'nion should 
>.<‘11(1 troops to h^asf Africa.. Kecruits for I'^ast 
Afrii’a. w ere ('iirolh'd at ('apt'Town in September, 
a.!id in Novemlx'r tla* rnion ( Jo\ (*rnm(*nt 
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THE NAVAL SUCCESS ON LAKE TANGANYIKA. 
Native stretcher bearers waiting for German wounded. 


xmdertook to raise a brigade. The response to of the magnitude of the forthcoming operations, 

Gen. Smuts’s appeal for vohmteers was so and the part South African troops were to play 

satisfactory, and so many of the men who came in it, the command was offered to Gen. Smuts, 

forward wore trained soldiers, that the 2nd S.A. Owing to the political situation at the Gape he 

Infantry Brigade was ft)rmod before the year felt himself obliged to decline the offer. Gen. 

was out, and early in February it reached Sir Horace Srnith-Dorrien was then appointed 

Mombasa. A month latcu* the 3rd S.A. Brigade to the command, but while in South Africa on 

had disembarked. Gen. Tighe had already hLs way to Mombasa ill-health compelled Sir 

formed the infantry of his original command Horace to resign the post. Again appealed 

into two divisions, the 1st E.A. Division, under to, Gen. Smuts accejited tho post, assuming 

Gen. Stewart, and tho 2nd E.A. Division, under coimnand on February 12. Ho received, for 

Brig. -Gen. Malleson. Gen. Stewart’s Division the first time, a commission in the British Army, 

was posted on the Longido side of Kilimanjaro ; being given the rank of Lieut. -General. Gen. 

Gen, Malleson’s at Maktau. Smuts reached Mombasa on February 19, 

The long period of preparation had come to and on March 5 began his forward movement, 

an end, and all was retidy for an immediate Henceforth the theatre of war was transferred 

attack on the Kilimanjaro position. In view' to German territory. 
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CHAPTER CLVI. 


THE RUSSIAN OFFENSIVE OF 
1916: LAST PHASE. 


Extent op the Russian Advance Junk August, IDIO — The Ai stuo (Jkhman (-'ommands — 
Completion of the German Controi. — New Gisthihution y\NALvsKi) Liimitep rossOiiuriEs 
OF the Offensive — ^Count Bothmer’s Retreat — Rzhezhanv — R t ssian Offensive on the 
/lota Lipa — Fighting in August and Septk.mher Desckihkd — The iNTEUVEN'rioN of 
Rumania. 


T HREK stages can bo distinguislicd 
in the great Russian offensive of tlie 
snniruor of 1910. It began on June 4 , 
with tlie piercing of the Austrian lines 
in the district of Lutsk and in the Bukovina. 
'I'ho following month saw these tactical achiovo- 
monts devcloiied into strategical victories. 
Two Austro-Hungarian armies, one in Volliyiiia 
and the other south of the Dniester, were 
involved in irretrievable disaster, and the parts 
of the front held by them caved in. This was the 
first phase of the offensive and an account of it 
wiis given in Cliapter CXXXVII. The second 
phase, which formed the subject of Chapter 
CXIdIT., was mainly concerned with tlie fate 
of tlie other three Austrian armies holding the 
line between the Pripet Marshes and Rumania, 
and of their fronts, as yet practically intact. 
Was an approximately straight lino to bo 
regained by the flattening out of the Russian 
salients or by a completion of the Russian 
advance ? By the middle of August, on the 
troops of Count Bothmer evacuating the last 
remaining sectors of the original front, this 
<piestion was definitely solved in favour of our 
Allies. 

The main problem of the third and concluding 
phase of the summer offensive, which is the 
subject of this chapter, was whether it was 
possible to make any further advance at this 
Vol. X.— Part 122. 


lime in the Podoliau ct'ntrc- lc., bctwi'cn ih(‘ 
Lvurf-Krasn(‘-Taniopol railway in the north and 
tlie Dniester in tlje south. The answer provtMl 
on the whole nogativo. Although eonsidorahh' 
tactical successes W(‘ro gained towards the end 
of August and in Sepiernbur, no strategic 
advaneo was achieved, whilst meant inie the 
centre of the fighting on the lOasterri front 
gradually sliifted to the Rumanian theatre. 

MMie moving battle on the Russian front in 
]9J ti is thus practically (uclosod in the two 
first phases of the offensive. The map givi*n 
on page 103 illustrates the results as shown 
in gains of tiTritory and in the capture of ini'ii 
and mahTial. The figun‘s there shown eovcT 
exclusively the ton weeks of advance from 
June 4 to August 12 and are given separately 
for each of the four armies which had begun the 
(inVnsivo soutli of the Marshes ; the Army of 
(kmeral Losh, wliich did not conu* info action 
within that theatre until the beginning of July 
and then carried out the advance from tla* 
Lower Styr to the St okhod, is incliidc^d in that 
uf General Kaledin within whosi^ area it 
operated. The victories of General Unisiloff’s 
Armitvs, best illustrated by the eaiiture of 
7,7.07 officers and 350,845 nif‘n, of 405 guns and 
l,.32fi machine-guns, left little of tlie Austro- 
Hungarian armies which had held the front in 
the first days of June. Still less was left of their 
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Uuulers — -tho Germans saw to tliat. Once more 
the entire management of the Kastem Front 
passed into ttieir hands, but w liilst in the wint t'i* 
of 1014-15 and during the following summer 
campaign they had supplied merely a “ stiffen- 
ing to the Austrian armies, disorganised by 
the dc'ftuits of tlie first Galician campaign, they 
had lunv to ])rovide very largo reinforct*ments 
to fill the gaps in tlie depicted ranks of IIkmi* 
ally. 

Some of the chaiig('s in the superior Austro- 
German commands were mentioned at the end 
t>f Chapter CXLiTIl. On August 2 the entire 
Fasterii Front had been put under Field - 
Marshal vf)n llindenburg. A few' days labT, ns 
the result of urgc'iit. entreaties from Vienna aral 
'IVcliin — the H('atlquarters of the Austm- 
llungariaii General tStaff — a nominal command 
was conceded to the Austrian ll(*ir-Apparent 
in the southern area, between the Lvoff- 
'rarnf>])ol railway and the' liumanian frontier. 
The intervention of Kumania in the War 
caused anew^ changt' to be made in the delimita- 
tion of the tw'o art‘as. The remaining part of the 
line in the Galician plains was transferrc'd to the 
northt^rn (iommaud, whilst the entire range of 
the Carpathians, from th(‘ foothills on tla* 
Hystritsa, south of Stanislavoff, to the Iron 
Gates of Orsova on the Danube, was comprised 
under the southern command. In other words, 
tlie Fastern Front now fell into two ch^arly 
marked divisions widely ditlerent in topo- 
graphical structure, the one extending over 
more than 000 miles from the Gulf of Riga, 
across the plains of Lithuania, White Russia, the 
Poliesit', Volhynia, Galician Podolia and the 
valley of the DniesR'r ; the other, about 400 
miles long, in the Transylv^anian arc of the 
Carpathian Mountains. For simplicity’s sake" 
thi^y may b(‘ distinguishi'd as the Russian an<l 
the Rumanian front. This, of course, is not 
meant b) iiiqily a clear-cut national distinction 
on the sitle of our Allies. The lu^rthern 
si»ctor of the Carpathian arc is inhabited bv 
Little Kussia.ns, and Russia.n armies soon 
reinforct'd tin' Rumanians, ev’cn on tht' whole 
extent of th(‘ Transylva.nian frontier. Yet the 
division bi‘twi‘en the two areas was based f>n 
the mos primitive facts of strategy and topo- 
gra])hy and it made itself felt on the side of our 
Allies as muc*h as on that of the enemy. About 
8c‘ptember tlie ^\j*my of General Lechitsky, 
which had conquered Czernovitz. Kolomc^a and 
Stanislavoff, passed definitely into the Car- 
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MAP SHOWING EXTKNTOI THK UUSSIAN 
ADVANCE, JUNE 4-AUCUIST 12, 1916, AND 
NUMBER OF PRISONERS CAPTURED. 


pathiaii arua and gradually extc'iidod its linrs 
to t.lu> M<»Ulavi»iu front, wliilst the Army ol 
<;lciiera.l Sliclier])acliulf, wliich oi>eratud in 
Podolia, t(Jok ov(^r tlio Dniester region. 

'J'hns at. the eonelusion of tlie slinlllings of 
H)16 on tlM‘ enemy sid(' the entire (Jalic-iaii 
front had h('en joinetl und(‘r one <;ommand 
witli the (Jenniin lines nortJi ot tlie Marshes. 
Yrt it is elear tliat on a front of 7nor«' tlian 
tUH) miles the person of tlie chief (rornmandei* 
in the f*u*ld is of minor importance. The main, 
<*ominon business of armies extended over 
such a vast line could ]>e settled in J3erlin 
well as, if not better than, snna'where near 
tlie front. The supreme commander in the 
held liocame a mere figure-h(‘ad. When in tlie 
last days of August, the twins in command, 
Hindenburg and I.udendorff, succeeded Fal- 
kenhayn at the head of the German (k^neral 
Stair, Prince Leopold of 1.5avaria, nominally 
at least, took up Hindenburg’s inheritance. 


In the .soutiu'rn art‘a. tln‘ nu^re showy part 
nanained rt'served to tiu' A\istrian dynasty. 
WhtMi, towards the end of Xov('mber, 11)10, 
the Heir-Ai>par<'nt succeeded to the throne of 
his grand-uncle, Francis .Tose])h, Ari*hduke 
.loscph was appoinic'd his su<•co^sn^ in the* 
'rransylvanian thca.trt' of wai*. That appjiitit- 
ment was meant as a complimi'iit. tt) Magyar 
na,t iona.1 feeling; Ar<‘hthikt‘ .Ios('ph was a 
<l»‘sct‘iulant from wliat might, lx' des<*rihed as 
tlu‘ Hungarian braneh of the Ha.|)sl)mgs, and 
laid commanded for almost I wo years the 
Siwentii Ausl rod I ungariiui vXiin^ Uoijis, wliieh 
(smsists miriiily of ITnnga.iian I'egimiMils. 'Tlnis 
e\ t‘n tho honoritie fimeti<>ns rec<‘i\ ed a (h'rman- 
Ma.gyar tingt*; still more so the realities of 
eommand. 

'I'o understand th<‘ transformation it is 
neet'ssary to j‘ealise the changes which had 
taken place in tho organisation of the enemy 
armies on the eastern front- simje, say, March, 
1915. Tlu‘ eastern front was then di\ id(‘d 
between the German and tho Austro 11 iingarian 
SiipreiiH' (\>mma.iids. Directly under tlu‘se 
eonunands came tin* difha-ent armi<\s, usually 
consisting of about four army corps. It \va.s 
of course impossible to prc'servo jierh'et regu- 
la.rity. Hero a-mf there, as uec'essily arose, a 
new' formation cn.lled tho Army tJrouji mad** 
its appearaneo. An “ army group " meant an 
ineomjiletc* army Lc., say, one a.nd a half to 
thnx* army corps iiialer a joint (ximimmd. 
l»rl(»w tin* ai*my corps came divisions eialowod 
a.s yet with little independc*nee. This organi- 
.sation ehangeil gradna-ily by a iiatiinil evolu- 
tion whic^h it would lake tnj» long to trace step 
hv step. Fcivv of tlie eha.ngi'.s seem U> have 
b<«*n thoiiglit eiil. befon hand, and it iisnally 
look some tiiiK* befon* any of thraii received 
of(n ia.l aeknow ledgmenl . A glance at the 
north-eastern front- in Septemb(*r, 19 Hk dis- 
clos<‘S the following arrangement. ; As pre- 
\ ioiislv stated, t he ollitrc^ of ( ‘ommander in- 
t'hief in tlie liild — its«*lf a. product, of tlie 
<lev<*lo})ments of 1915 has by the <11(1 of 1915 
b<'<'<)m(i j.>ur<*ly nominal. 9'ln* first i*<*al a.iitho- 
ritv in th<‘ held is tli<* command* !* ol <*aeb 
groiiji of anni<*s (not t<» lx* <•* »nhi^>*<l with tlx* 
arniv gronp.s). 9’}if*r<‘ an* two of llx in lx’lv\<*<*n 
the Pnjx't Marshe.-- and lh<^ ( ^irjiat hiiuis ; tlxy 
ma\ h<“ rcjughly ileserihed as tlx* \ olhynian 
an<l lh<; Galician gi’oup. Tiieir e\i.si < n<M* is n*»w 
har<lly recc*iving tlx^ same aekjiov\ ledgnx rit 
whi<h this new tormation had in the late 
.summer of 1015, when oflieial cotnmun iquvs 
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o])Ofily spoko of tfi<» j^rou|>s <>f I f iiuh'nbtir^ and 
MtU'Uiaiscn. 'I'liis r<‘t icnicc* is ohst‘r\ f*d in 
to Haps})ur^ vanity, "fiio leaders in 
these two areas ar(‘ the l*riissian von Jansinpai 
and t)i(^ bavarian Count Hotlnner ; tneir 
powt'r is n*a.l hnt not avowed. Late in Sep- 
tember the A(jstna.n (genera, I ^'on Ho(4nn- 
Krmolli et*iv<'s tlu* eomina.nd of tlie <«ali<*iaii 


\lronp. Then for the first lime it is mentioned 
in otlicial reports. Next come the armies. 
But below them stand no longc^r army corps ; 
the.sQ are now a <piito exceptional formation. 
Tho division is now the unit in the field, and 
between tlie Army command and the division 
stands a new" formation — the group of divisions, 
llius the new' arrangement is as follows : 
(iroup of armie.s, armies, groups of divisions and 
divisions. Tho tw'o new organisations, the 
groups f>f armies and the groups of divisions 
within tho armies, liave deprived the int(*r- 
mediary formation of armies of most of tluMr 
previous importance. And one is hardly 
astonished to find that in September, Ifilt), 
the eommaiuU^rs of armies are still Austro- 
Hungariaii geiu'rals sandwiclied in betweiMi 
(jJermans at the top and GermaTi eominandeis 
of the groups of divisions, ranking below 
thi'in. 

In September. lOlfi, tlic front- betAM'iMi the 
^la-rshes and th<' Kumanian Vxmler was still 
ilivideil bt'twi'en six armies von Fa-th in the 
Poli(‘sic% von Ters/.t yansky in Aolhynia, von 
Roelim- lOrmolli in nort h-i^ast ern ( hili(‘ia.. Count 
Bothm<‘r in tlu' J*odolian centre, Kiivc'ss von 
Kdvesshaza betwcM'ii the Dniester and the 
Carpat hians, and Ka.rl Baron Kirchbaeh a,uf 
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GENERAL KOVESS VON KOVHSSHA/A, 
Commander of an Austrian Army. 


Lmitorbarh * in llu* rarinithiari Mountains. 
Rut thas(' arinios, thouj 2 :]i always citod in tin* 
Vi<‘nna coniftnni {(/uea, very a.p|H‘ar in 

the Cennan reports. '“Inhere one Imnu’s. r.f/.. ol' 
(Jeiieral v^on Clausius (a Cennan) eonuiuualine 
<Hi the Lower Stokhod (iiennau and Austrian 
troops within the grou]) General von Rern- 
hardi (General von Fath- a Magya,r thru- 
nominal eoinmander, is j)assed over in siU'iiei*). 
Or again, when in Oetolx'r, 191(1, internal 
troubles brokt* out in tlu‘ l*olish T..t‘gions whieh 
had attained the lionoiir of fighting under tiie 
notorious Rernhardi, CJeiu'ral von Fat li’s p<‘r.snn 
never appeared. It was with Linsingen thid 
the deeision restecl. And when they xsere 
leaving th(* Stokhod front an extii inort* 
eharaet erist ic; incident occurred, ilhist rat injj 
Mu? mutual relations of Mu' (Jerman and Mm* 
Austrian oflic.ers. Gc'iu'ral voti Kneussl, nf 
the Flevc^nth Ravarian Division, publish<*d a 
farc'wcdl order to tlie Legions which liad evi 
dently Ixm'II under Ins command, though the\ 
tlu'msc'lvc's foriiM'd consideralily more than a 
division in fa.ct , had rc'ct'ufly bc'cn given Mu 
standing of a Corj)s and wen* commanded 
by a regular Austrian geiuTal, von I’lu-lialski. 
Tn Volhynia it was von d(‘r ]Sfai\\itz, \ cai bit/, 
mann and Solunidt von Knobt'lsdorff, Jill of 
them Germans, who really c*onductc'd Mu- 
battles of Shc*lv<ilf and Korytnitsa, not 

* He sucrcetl(*<l Pflanzcr-Htiltin iti iSrpl nnher, 
he was an Anstrian. and ought not to ht- vonfnsf-tl with 
the (Jeiman General von Kinhhach, whcise name n 
known from the fighting on the Wtvtem front. 


Ters/.tyansky. Or, again, during tlu- vSejdc-m- 
bc»r lighting round /.horoff, little was said by 
the Germans about the Austrian Armv c'om* 
inandc^r, von Roehm-Frmolli. It was the 
Prussian Gejtt'ral von Khc-n, at the liead ol 
(u-rman and Austrian troops, who was the 
real nuin on the spot, and Gt-neral son Ah Ichior 
<‘n the (Irabc’rka- and von \\ illu-lmi on the 
Zlota Gora. In Podolia., wht-n' tlu- name of 
the army had always been (ieriinm, and 



<;i:NKRAL FRItiDUlCH von hhrniiardi. 

the notorious Prussi.in writer, (]liicf of a ^roup 
ol divisions. 


where Gc-rinaii and d'urkish troops Wf-re fi<»w' 
brought up tf* save tin- very critical sit tint ion, 
flu- Austria.ns luui m»t beiai al>I<- to presrr\e 
<\on as nuu'h as an appearanee of iMd(-[>cii- 
dencc. In tlie ( 'arpat hians Mu- position was 
'^liuhtly ditlVreut. d'lu- naturo of the- ground 
did not admit of large griaips ; ea.ch mountain 
or \ allc-y formed a unit in itself, and here aial 
1 hero veteran .Aiistria.n eorps and divisions, 
<M* ’«-\’eii la.rgc- rlet aelmu-nt s like, that of 

( oloncl Papp in Mu- A'aeobc-n \’ - Mest ieniu-st i 
reLUon, still retained some iiuii\ idualit \ of 
f lu-ir ow n. 

I.,ittle CHI) he '^a.id about the iiati<aial dis. 
irihutitm of the troops just lu-eau*'!- it was so 
\a.ri<*d. (h-rmans were* to be found c-vc-ry- 
w lu-re. Idtc-rc were, c. 7 ., Ra\n.rian and Sile* 
-«ian regiments on Mu* Stokhod troops from 
Posen, Rrandcrd>iirg, haist l^rnssiji, Radc-n, and 
.\ls)u-(*- Lorraine in A''olhynia, Prussian c-rack 
regime-nts in Podolia, Hc'ssians in Mu* Dnic'stc'r 
vall<*y, and again Prussians and Ravarians in 
the Carpathians. A most int<*rcsling accc*s- 
sion, which deserves notice, wiis no doubt tho 
Turkish Army Corps, which appeared in Galicia 
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in the month of August. Ono of it.s divisions, 
which took up its positions south of Bzhezhany, 
was cominandod >iy Mehined Sliofrik Bey, and 
had fought at Yanina during the Balkan Wars, 
and at Ari Burnu in Gallipoli. Tt consisted 
mainly of regiments recruited in Asia Minor, 
round Smyrna uiul Brussa, with a small 
sprinkling of Druses and Arabs, and wtis now 



tJKNKRAL VON KBEN AND PRINCE 
I.EOPOLD OF BAVARIA. 

us<*d by <li<» (Jennaiis in tht^ defence* of the 
most exposed sector on the* (lalieian front. 
Finally, among the remaining Austro-Hun- 
garian troops one could inai-k a new and sig- 
nificant rt'groupment by nationality. The 
ATagyars, though by no means all, wore shifted 
to Transylvania, leaving in tlie northern area 
mainly Austri<».n C<*rmans and J^)l<‘s. Kver 
since the Russians had again started hammering 
at the north-eastern gate's of Transvlvania 
voi<*es hail been raised in Tfungary about the 
iniquity ** of using ^Tagyar troops elsewhere 
whilst their own homes were exposed to 
invasion. When in the tii*st days of September, 
the Ruinaiiians were' crossing the Carpatliian 
range, a cry rang out in Hungary for their 


return. “ On oreign soil, under foreign com- 
mand, said Count Michael Karolyi in the 
Hungarian Parliament on September 5 , “ the 
Hungarians fight for the frontiers which are 
left undefended at* home. . . . We do not 
ask, wo demand, that the Hungarian Honveds 
be brought home at once from foreign countries ! 
We demand that the frontiers of Transylvania 
be protected by Magyar soldiers ! We demand 
that Hungarian soil bo defended by Hun- 
garian soldiers ! ” About the same time a 
proclamation was st'cretly circulated among 
Magyar soldiers at the front calling upon them 
to <l<*mand their reliirii to Hungary. Here 
iuul tlu'ro tliese cinMilars proved effective and 
mutinies bioke out. These were quelled with 
a lirm hand e.r/., in a Magyar regiment 
near Brody no less than 110 men w^ere shot. 
Y('t the feelings of the most enthusiastic and 
be. t fighters in the Ausf ro-Huiigaiiau Army 
and Magyar opinion in Hungary could not be 
disregarded,* and gradually the Magyar regi- 
ments were witiulrawri to the south. For 
more than two yc'ars,” said the Chief of the 
Austrian General Staff, Baron f.'onrad von 
Hdtzendorf, answering tlio Magyar arguments, 
“ we have defended Hungary on ( hilieian and 
R\Lssiau soil. What our bravo troops have 
done tlK'ii' has bcH'u done else directly for 
Hungary. . . . T can understand it, that 
the soldier.s. especially the Szekels [of Tran- 
.sylvaniaj th^^ire to take their revenger for the 
invtisioii of 1 heir own land. Tn so ta.r as it was 
possililo to take account of that wish, it. has 
been done. It is, liowt'ver, imfiossible beyonil 
a certain point. . . With the Magyar the 

last reall,\’ eOicic'iit ('lement was disappearing 
from the Austrian ranks in Volhynia and in 
fho tJalieian plain, and by the force of circum- 
staru'cs both tJio burden and the command of 
the defence passed more than over into German 
liaiuls. 

It goes without saying that the Austrian 
oBieers, especially those of higher rank, and 
most of all those hanging about General Head- 
quarters at Techin, bitterly resented the 
increasing dominion of Germans, their undis- 
guised contempt for their allies and the famous 
IVussian manner. But in what light did the 
rank and file of the Austrian Army consider 
the change in its leadership ? A picture 
«)f the mixed feelings with which it was received 
can be gathered from a large and most valuable 
collection of letters from Austrian soldiers made 
at the front by one of the special wsr-corre- 
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spondonts of the Riissicoye Sloiyo, M. Oblonskiy, 
und published in the issue of September 17. 
The new German chiefs showed both foresiglit 
and brutality, neither of which the Austrian 
soldiers had exj^erienced in an equal degree 
from their own officers. Especially when once 
the defeats and the retreat had disorganized 



COL HOFFMANN. GENERAL BARON 
Chief of Staff to Prince KARL VON KIRCH- 
Leopold of Bavaria* BACH. 

who succeeded General 
von Pflanzcr-Baltin. 

tlie Austrian staffs, there was no trace left of 
foresight or order. Most letters of tlios<‘ 
dates complain about it. Bad (*oniniissiu iat : 

“ wo stop at one place and our kitchens at 
another . . ; “ wo are far from getting 



LIEUT.-GENERAL SCHMIDT VON 
KNOBELSDORF. 

Transferred from Western to Eastern Front. 


warm food once daily." etc. Orders and 
coimtor orders : “It very often happens : 
wo are entrained for some destination, hut 
within an hour the opposite thing is done 
. . ; “ Our officers have coinpJt tt ly lost 

their heads. No one knows anything. . , 

Or, again, in anotlier let ter : “ None of ns can 



tiRNERAL BARDOLFF. LIEU'IVtlRNERAL 
Chief of Staff to tSeneral VON CONTA. 
von Boehm-Ermolli . Conmnandinif troops in 

the ("urpai Ilians. 

uiulersfaiid what lias happ«‘iie<l to our g<‘n<‘rals 
and ollict'rs. 8<anc‘tirnes tli(‘y ahsohitely don't 
know what they are doing." And tlnai hhiinlers 
or<Mir, most galling^ o the deprt‘ss<‘d and wears 
-.oldicr. “Yon would not helicivc*," wi’oti* 
oiir soldier in. a letter wliich iiciver ri’aclied its 
ilest inat ion, “what (‘nornnais distances tliey 
make us ma.reh nowadays; twent\-li\e to 
thirty inih's is tnahing. . . . Yet this is war 
and we should hear it. '^Pho w'orst, howiwer, is 
that very often I hey send us ahoiii for not hing, 
enee in t hat. diriM;tion luid t hen |>»u*l^ again. . . . 
.\n<l .'-oine time ago wc‘ mare.ln'd lh<‘ caitire, 
wea’\ day ukaig a railway line. ‘ Why <lo 
we mai*eh ? ^^dly <lon’t they entrain us V ‘ 
asUed somi' of the soldiers. Tin* otlieers and 
railway ollieials answered that there wt*re no 
ears. And in the nnMintime sexeral trains 
p>issed us witli eninty ears. . . 

All that elianged with tin? coming of the 
( Urinans. “When the corninandirs an* (Jer- 
mans vno (b» mit suffer hunger!" “Tin* 

( ieriiiaiis," writes another sol<h‘f*r, “ ar*e quite a 
iliffen-nt affair. They nev<‘r lo.si* tlnar hoivis 
and work like a niaehine. It doc*s not haj)pen 
with them, as with us, that several deia<;h- 
ment> go for the night into ono tiny villag**, 
nor is one nnd(*r tln‘ir command sent about 
for nothing. TlK‘y calculate everything with 
mathc*ma1ieal accuracy." “. . . They look bctt< r 
after ns than our own ofhc<?rs, . . 
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But not for reasons of sentiment. “ Are we 
in their eyes human beings ? No, we are 
boasts to bo sent to slaughter, if tliey need it. 
. . . Whcui it is necessary to attack, we go in 
front. Wh(m enough of us are killed, the 
Oerinans advancre under cover of our dead. 
Oh, if you could only know how I hate those 
d(‘ar allies of ours for t heir eold cruelty ! ” “ 1 

wish,” is th<^ (•onclusion of aiinth(*r letter, “ that 
th(; (iermans e<.)uld be uuwle to ex|)('rienee 
what we, are gf)ing through ! ” 

Vet it was this OeruDin eomhination of 
fx^rb'ct ord(?r jind callous brutality which 
stayt’d the Austrian ditharle in tlx? summer of 
llllti. 

On June I,*!, Itllti, whilst [)eo|)ks impresse<l 
by tlie spkaidid initial vi(;toric\s of t he llussian.'-* 
were talking of tlni ea])turc^ c)f Kovel aiul 
I^ivoff as of immiiu'ut ev<*nts. The T’nneft pub- 
lished a warning against. such <‘xc<'ssiv(‘ 
o()tiiniHm. It was [)ointed out that an advance 
from Kovno against these two eentrt's would 
have liad to proe(*ed along divergent, lines. 'The 
Kiissians had therefore to malo* it, their first 
concern to secure the flanks of f h<? ],<utsk saJiemt. 
VVh(!n they had r(*aclu‘d the Stokhod in the north 


and Brody in the south, their position within 
the apex of the triangle Kovel -Rovno-L\'ofT 
was safe, y<'t the dinicultic's of an advance 
against tin* centre of its base round Vladimir- 
Volhynsk or against its two corners at LvolT 
and Kovel remained very considerable. The 
most feasible strategic movement ugain.st 
LvofT setaned now to be an advance from the 
srnitli-east, especially after Count Botluner 
luwl be<‘n forced to abandon the powerfully 
fortified line of the Strypa. Tt is a- very (x>n- 
siderable advantages l)oth for spewed and safety 
in an ofYeaisive movement to liave one flank 
]>rotected by a natural covi*r so as to be able 
to pursue a deft ‘at ed force without having to 
wait for dtwelopments in tht* adjf>ining sectors. 
The Dniestt*!’ ottered such a cover to an advaru*t' 
dirt‘(;tt‘d against hvoff from the south-east. 
Moreov(‘r, that movement did not lead the 
attacking forces against any lateral railway, 
which would give the enemy a chance of cpiiek 
mameuvring. but was aimed along thrc'c 
convc'rging railway lin(‘s. It schmus to have 
bcM'ii tlu' Kussian j)Ian to ]>iv(d on Brody and 
to advance against hvoff along thci railways 
leading towards it from Zboroff past ZlocliofY 
jind Krasne, from Podliavtse, j)ast Bzheyjia.ny 
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jiiid PshcMiiyshin y, and frojii Halit cIj pi*'-! 
KhodoroTf. Our Allies niiid(* a splendid he 
ginning towards th(' (*n,rrying out of tlin^ 
scheme. Tiiey got- within a distance of jihont 
a mile of ttie two important c('ntrt‘s of lln-litch 
imd B/Ju'/hany. tlu\v rcaclnMl, and even crossed. 
Hu* Kiv(‘r Xarayovka. Jiut t h<‘n, ])y bringing 
\ip i*n(»rimHis reintV»rc<‘m<*nt s both in iih*?i e.nd 
guns, ttu» Cilermans were abU* to prevent an\ 
furtlu‘r advanet', and even to retain their 
on tliose two towns. Anotlun* (ilTensive was 
started by our Al!i<*s in Septeinlx r in \h>lhynia, 
in t tie dist ric't of Shelvoff and Korytnitsa. 
'Fliis inovi'iiient . carried out in vtny difliiailt 
conditions, could ordy ha\'e had strategic 
|■(“slllts if the a-tta-ck from the south east 
in the r<‘gi<jn of li/.h<v.ha.ny had sueceedert 
in piercing tlie enein\' liia's. 'rtan tlie 
ad\'ance from \'olliynia might have de- 
vclupcnl in a ci^ncentric movtaia'id against. 
lA'otf. As things turned out. tin* fones 
gUluTed in Volhynia cinild d<» no m<jr<’ tha,n 
help by frertui'iit attacks to relii'VC' the- German 
pressures on Kminmia.. ( Jradiailly, as Kumania 
was becoming tlie main theatre of war in t he 
1‘^ast, all fighting on the north eastern front 
died down. 

"Hit* Hussicin offensive of HHti readied its 
roiadusion in the first lialf of October, and' only 
minor engagements of a loeal (diaraeter eon- 
tinned to break the lull in \’olli>’nia and the 


< hilieiaii plains. Also in tin* Ga>rpa.t hia.ns thi' 
Hii.'^>ia.n olfensi\'e ec‘a.sed about fhi‘ middle of 
()el<»hei‘, Nilaai a- .^>iul eoneentrie movement 
against d’ransvb a-nia liad Ix'eome impossible 
;md l{uma.nia. ha.<l to be helpi'd in h«'r struggle 
against tin' in\'a.sion by superior Austro- 
( Jennan forces. 

About the mid<lle of August. Ihlti. the army 
of ('iMiiit Hot Inner ha.d (‘vaeiiated its positions 
on the Hi\'(*r Strypa. a.iid on the hills roimil 
Ko/Jojf, Tsehroff a-rid Vorohiyov ka, and u as 
retiring on to tlie next defensive- position 
namel\'. t}ia.t i>f the /lota bipa. I^%)r about 
1 "> miles to the east its retreat led across a,n 
op«*n high platiNUi. 'TIk' a.\'erage l<*vel of t ha-t 
tahlela-nd (.‘xeej'ds feet-, a-iul only in very 

few parts insignificant streams cut its even 
surface. X«)rth of a line dra.wn from Dohro^ 
\o<l\ to Hol)ulintst‘ not a single fon'^st ie.tcr- 
vcnc> hctw(*cn the Strypa. a.inl the Kiver 
Koropi<‘ts. West of th<^ Koi'opiets and still 
more h«*yond the /lota IJpa tlie land.-'enp*' 
changes eonsi«|eral)l\'. Hanges of hills, hioixJ n 
h\' numerous streatn?^ ami eo\'ere<l with den.-o 
forests, exleml for tmis and scores of mill'', 
from the nrdghboiirhood of H/Jaz-hany ami 
Hodhaytse, past Haliteh ami Hohatyn, to 
a-hoiit Bohrka and Mikolayoff /.c., w ithin short 
distance of lA’off This region r)f hills and 
f<ire^,m was now to hicome the scene oi fitrhting. 
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On Aiif'ii.st 13 tho troops of Oonoral Shchor- 
bachc^l^ in thoir pursuit of tho rotroating 
enemy reached the village of Tsc^iiiolT, north- 
east of liy.he/diany, and aj^proached the Zlota 
hipa near Zavaloff. In the extreme soutli, 
closf^ to tlH» Dnic\slc‘r, where their mov'einenls 
wen* supported by the previous rjuicker 
advance of (Jenernl I^echilsky’s Army sf»utli 
of tliat riv(*r, tht'v broke on the saiiK* day 
aert)ss th<i Zlota near 'l\)ustubnb\', and 

<*j!ptur(*d th(^ \illag<‘ of lMaria.m])oK at the. 
junction of t h<^ Zgnily Pot ok witli the Dniester. 


von Kben, forming the extreme right wing of 
the Second Austro-TTungarian Army. North 
of the village of Koniukhy and of Hill 404, 
at the eastern edge of \'ast oak -forests which 
in that region border on tho Podolian steppes, 
])egan the lino of tljo “ German Army of the 
South.” At Koniukhy, on a small stream 
bearing the same name, its front reached tla* 
system of the Zlota Li])a : it followed from 
here the str(*am Koniukhy to tlie Kiver Tseni- 
ovka, anti tlu* Tseniovka to its confluc'nce 
with t h(* Zlota Lipa. Next to the conflut'iice 



RFPAIRING A BRIOGF Bl.OWN UP BY THK AUSTRIANS. 


'Tnno or three days later a short lull super- 
vened on tho entire front. defeat etl army 

hatl rec(*iv(‘d considt‘ra.bl»‘ r(‘infore.eiiH*nts and 
a now balanee wa.s establish*'*!. 

The front of Gount Mothmer’s Army now 
extended for about .lO miles from south-east 
t)f Pluhf>ff to Halit eh. Its *’eiitro lay round 
llze/.hiiny, which sine** the autumn of 191/> 
had Ix^t'u th*' h<'*i<h|utirt*'rs of (h'nenil (7ount 
Hot Inner, but n*>w hiy only a few miles behind 
tlio friuit. It wiis soon to find its**lf actually 
in the firing line. The Zlota Gora, the key of 
t.lie **noiny posit i*»ns in tho Pluhoff-Zboroff 
iUst rict and al.so tho hills south-west of the 
Zloeh*>ff-Ttu*n*)pol road wore hold by tho 
group «^f divisions unden* the German General 


of tliese two riv**rs lies the importiint ra.i!wa.>' 
station of Potutory, the junctmn of the LvotY- 
PodliJiytse line and the railway running from 
Tarn*)[)ol to Haliteh and Khodoroff. 'Fhe 
Tseniovka, which runs }K*twc*en high wooded 
hills rising about 30(1 feet above tho level of 
tho valley, is lined with marshes, difficult to 
cro.s.s €\sp*Hjia.lly during a wet season such 
was the summer of 11)16. Tho most convenic'iit 
passages Jicross it are co\'ered by the villag*'^ 
of By.shki and Kuroyjatniki in the north, tlie 
village of Shybalin on the Tarnopol-Kozo\ a 
Bzhezhany high road, and that of P<jtutor> 
on the high road leading from Podhaytsc hv 
Bzhezhany to Lvoff. On the w^estern bank 
of the Tseniovka, between it and the Zlota 
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Lipa, a range of high hills formed a defensive* 
wall in front of Bzhezhany, the most important 
strategic centre between the Dniester and the 
Lvoff-Krasne-Tarnopol railway. The average 
height of these hills amounts to a]M)ut 1 ft. 
Some of them are covered by forests ; in most 
eases, however, the summits of the liills an* 
naked, decaying rock, and below them npt'n 
steep slopes covered with grass. 'The Lysonie 
height, near the junction of tlu* Tseniesk.-i 
and the Zlota Tapa, dominating ]>otii valley^ 
and the crossings of Sliyhalin a-iul J’otiitorx. 
was the key to the ])ositions in frniu of 
Bzhezhany. 

Hzhezhany itself is an intends! ing <>ld town. 
It has for many centuries held a.u impoitant 
place, both as a centre of commen*(‘ a.nd as a. 
link in the cliaiu of Podolia.n fortresst s, \n hich 
defended Bed Russia against the Tartai- 
invasions. Jn the sixtt'entli century it was 
OIK' of the main settU'inents of the l’oli>^]i 
Arnamians, ojice the chi(‘f m(‘rehants in tin* 
borderland of Poland, JJttie Russia, and 
Moldavia. Only very few of tlu'in are now 
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MAP OF THK DISTRICT FROM ZLOCHOFF 
TO THE DNIESTER. 



Gh:NRRAI. VON (JHROK. 

Cernuin (.'ommandcr on the Nnrayovku. 

Irtt in the town; ha\ inn Lirown rich. Ilie^e 
faiihlit's a.(‘<|iiii’e(l landed propert x' and chan^ji d 
into INilish eoimfiA gently, 'ria* Armenian 
Slrei't and the old Armenian Church are the 
only sur\'i\ing monuments in P/.he/.hany ol’ 
that <aice i-oiisidi'rabh* setllemont. 'The 
southern suhiirh of P/.lie/.hau \ is inhahiti d 
h\ llie de.se<‘ndaiit s (»f auothrT exotic rai-e. 
tlic 'rartars. 'These men, w h<» arrived as 
iina.ders. and remained as captives, ha\<‘ 
both I heir language and their religion, 
aial onl\ tlieir Mong(d features distinguish 
them from tin* surroimding Jatth; Kiissiaii 
p<‘a.>a.nt ry. Wy a. <*iirioiis eoiiu-ideuee tin* 
I^u^''^ia,n forer.- which were now attacking 
the town of H/JM'/.haiiy ijichaled many 
Armenia, li a, ml Tarta.r n’giinents from the 
( ’aneasiis. 

Next to the o|<| Armenian road \\hi<*h 
aj>proaclM‘s P>/.he/.lian\ from the dii’i'ction of 
SI ivhalin. not far fi*om where the Kivt*!* /lota 
Ijpa emerges from the small I >/,ln /Jja i ly lake, 
staiid.s t 1 k^ old castle, once an importent 
fortress and the seat of om* of the ri<'hest 
aristoi-rat i<‘. families of l*ola.nd tlie Sir-niaw 
ski.^. 'The last *)f that fa.mi]\' w.is a faithful 
adherent of tin* League, which in the first, 
(piarter of the oighle<‘iith eenturv opposeil 
(’harhis XII, of Sweden, th<* 'Turks, and the 
rel)el Cossacks of May-(*pa., and !»/,hezhany 
heeaine t lie scene ni an important hat tie in 
that war. Through the only (laughter of 
the last Si(‘niawski. the god child of Peter the 
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( In'at, Ts ir of Riis^ia, August II., of 

Roland and Saxony, and l^ak<a*sy, (Jrand 
Dnko of Transylvania., tin* ('slatos of 15/hcy.lnin\ 
passod into 1 hr lia.nds of Ihr family gf tin* 
( Vartoryski-, who now for thr first timr n>sr 
to historic iinportanr(\ Hut Ihr maj^nifirmt 
old rastlo was abandoned for a morr laibitahlr 
ronntry hoiis<‘, and a, rtaitnry lator, nnilrr 
Austrian rulr. lik(‘ so many of thr tifirst old 
(Jalirian castles, was changed partlv' into 
military bari'aeks and jiartly into a hn^xorv. 
Only the old family (‘ha.|)el of the SicniawskiV 
remaiiu'd intact. On tlir \\(‘st«‘i'n --id,, tin- 

town of R/du‘/,hany is dominattMl h\ flu- 
Ikaiedictine Monastery foimd(‘d by om‘ of tla- 
Sieniawskis towards the rlos(‘ of the s«*\rn- 
trenth eiMitury. 

For about 15 mik's south of I‘<>tu(or\ thr 
broad, flat, marshy valk'y of tlu' /lota. bip;i. 
formed tlie dividin^^ line betxxec'n tli(‘ (Jermanic 
and the Russian armies. '^Pliis was compare 
lively the least interestiniJ: a.nd l(‘a.sl rxentfid 
sector of th(' front, on wliicli th«' forrtvs of 
(Jeneral ShcherbachelT faced thosi* of Count 
Hot Inner. Hugo forests (!Over thr ranps of 
heights ^>n both sides of tin' river, and not. a 
single important line of comnmnicat ion crosst's 
it within that ar<*a. ZavalotY is thr first point 
of eonsideralile strategic importance wliich one 
n'aehos moving down th(‘ Zlota IJpa. Its 
position is analogous to that of Hurkamoff on 
the »Stry[>a, and of Jlalitch, .h /upol and 
Nizhnioft' on t he Dniester. It. lies at th( point 
at which tlu* marshes lining the upju'r vallcv 
of the Zlota Lijia ceace a.nd that ri\(‘r enters e 
dec]), winding ca.rion. In tlu* inl( r\ cning 
<listricf. at. Zaval<»ff, \x lu*re the ii\(r-h<<l <»n the 
ZlotCobipa is nari'ow, but not \rt deep, the m<»st 
important highrojid appn-jiching Ilalitch fi< m 
tlu^ east crosses tlu* rivir. 

ZavalotT had form(*d in the le.'-t >tagr of 
Count Hothmer's retr(*at, in the first half of 
August, the soutliern bastion of the lii.r of tin* 
Zlota Lipa and the piv*ot of ids exti-rme light 
wing. Near Zav'alof'f the i’(*f r(*at ing armv had 
retained on the ('astern bank of Hu* river 
several im])ortant hi'ights, winch covered flu- 
approaches to the crossing. Fartlu-r south, 
not rvi^n the line of tlu* Zlota Lipa remained in 
tludr possession. Small canons in which the 
liver itself do(*s not form a serious obstacle (as 
do(*s, fi.f/., the Dni(‘Kt(*r) an* no cover to a re- 
treating army. Their winding course renders 
the front disproportionately long ; the different 
loops, tlie variou.s levels and Huj ininu'rons 


ltd 

»rrra(*es on its sid<*s maki* it <'asy hu-.t tack- 
ing army to fore«‘ a crossing sonu'w hei’r. I In* 
range of hills oxt t’>i»ding wc'st -vonl 1 w cst of 
Zava.Ioft past I loro/.ha.ulca. and It l(*\olf a.nd 
L:i.!iy to the Dnu'ster pi-o\ cd a mu h stronger 
and much mon* <*onv('mrnt tlrU nsi .r Inu* for 
the Alls! rot Ic’-man armies. 'Tlir.-c hills, a.‘ - 
laiidng an a\(‘iM.gi‘ height »)f l.*Jt)0 f.rl, a.re 
f«»v<‘red hy donst- foi-i-sts and pn)t('ct a.gainst 
the south the Za.xalnl'f ilalitch highroad. I’r- 



GHNFRAb PHTFR HOFMAN, 
Austrian (k>in in under at Rzluzliuny. 


t wren Mariampol ;tnd .Ie/.up«»l, ( ’»>unl Hot hmei-’s 
n<-w f»-ont touehid the Dniester. 

.\luail the ))eLdj’niiig of Jiua*. Ihbh tlie .--o 
cidleil “ ( lerman \rm\ of the Sout h ' ol ( oim( 
Hothmer included oidy oru* (a*rma.ii dixi-'ion 
(the -IHlh Re^erxe Division) and six Austrian 
divi^'ions, 'l'h» n m .Inly lh<* lOfUli Cerm m 
Itixision was hroiight up fiom tlu- l>alkan>, 
and tlie llflth Cerman Division from the Riga 
frfuit. The 95th and MMMh ( Jenna, n Divi.-ions 
eaiiu- to Pod()lia, in .\ugnsl, aid were followed 
hy the 19th and 201h 'riirki.'-h Dixisioi.s. Still 
further reinforcements vvi ri* hrtuiglil uji al ou 
llic middle of Si-plcml ( r, when tlu* I2.‘{r.l 
( Jcj uiari J.)ivision arrivc'd from th(^ Aisne .ind 
the 29Hth from the Somme. A!or(io\ cr, frag 
ments xxerc add(-d of the First R(-s(*rv'(' Jfivisiori 
and of tho Third Rru.-<sian (Juard Division, 
which had originally belonged to Count Roth 
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COSSACKS COLLRCTINC PRISONERS. 


tnor's army, but had Ikhmi s<‘n(/ to Vt'rduti in 
March, lOlfi. On the otlior haj ul, of tin* 
original six Austrian divisions two were with- 
drawn, one of ihoin, Hungarian by nationality, 
proceeding to tlir Rumanian front. Thro*' 
other Austrian divisions of^C.Viunt Rothinor's 
army had boon completely destrove<l in the 
fighting. In their plaec* t^^o and a. half frosh 
Austrian divisions \\tTe brought up, so that 
about th€3 middle of S(‘pt ember, 1910, the 
(jicrman Army of the^ Soutli eonsist(*d of seven 
eomfdote (JiTinan di>’isions and fragments of 
two other (German divisions, three and a half 
Austrian and two Turkish divisions. It is 
true that tlu' Oernian divisions were now 
smaller than the^'^ had been earlic^r in 
191(>, each division consisting of three instead 
of four rt'giments. Kvon so, how(‘.ver, (%)unt 
Rothmer’s army was now' consid<*ra.bly stronger 
( han it had be(‘n in Juno, though its front, was 
only sliglitly longia*. 

August. 29 marks the renewal of the Russian 
offensive on the /lota I a pa. 'The (irst blow' was 
directed against the centre of ( haieral von 
(lerok’s group of ilivisions in tlie salient near 
/avaloff. The important artillery positions on 
Hill 41.‘l w(>ire <'.aptnr(Hi and the enemy was 
compelled to retire beyond tlu* /lota Lipa. On 
the following day (August .JO) tlie fighting was 
extended towards tlu' sonth-w(\st; soon the 
battle hatl spread o\ er tlu* entire front from 
/avalolT and NosofT on the /lota Lipa to Mnri- 
ampol on the Dniester On Sp})t ember 3 the 
struggk’' reached its culminating point. Tn the 


morning of that day <»ur Allies, operating on 
both sides of the Dnu*ster, captured the town 
of .lezupol and its surrou ridings, inehiding the 
wf>odod heights wliicJi dominates that town and 
th(‘ <*rossiiig of t he Dniester, on t he Stanislavoff- 
llaUteh railway line. Mc*antime, farther north, 
the adv’^anec} ha.d b<‘gim against the Dryshehoff- 
NosolT front. It led across steep hills and 
through thick forests, and was necessarily slow. 
Kspecially obstinate was the resistance of the 
enemy in tlio fon'sts lielween Horo/hanka. and 
DryslaJiofT. t h(‘se po.sitions lieing laJd caitirelx 
bi' pi<*ked (hM'inan troops. JJiret‘ siie<*c\ssi ve 
Russian attacks wore* rcfinlsed. However, 
latiT in tlie afternoon our Allies, by an advane<> 
through the forests iiortli of Ryshoff, sueeeedeil 
in turning the light (ierman flank. Tlie oiieinN 
now trieil to w itlidraw', but the Russian barrittfr. 
prevented all retreat. .At 6 p.m. the Russians 
forced th'Jr way into tlio fort'st, and most 
l>itt('r hand-to-hand fighting developed. Tha 
«‘iieiny ilid not suriHMider. nor w'cro the Russians 
in a mood to spare liim. Ry the end of the' day 
the four sepiart' miles of fore'st were strewn with 
( h'rmau (Mirpse s. With tla^ piendug of the 
Xosoff-Deleyoff front all further resistance on 
that a<l\'an<*ed line was rendered iinpossihle. 
Ill the ensiling (German deroute the Russian 
cavalry played a brilliant ^ part . More tluiii 
4,000 Austrian, Gorman and Turkish prisoners 
W'ore captured. On tlu' following day (Septem- 
ber 4) the advance from the south-east was 
reinforced by a concentric movement from the 
east, across the Zlota IJpa. The difficult river- 
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cTOSfcsing between the village of Voloshehyzua on 
the eastern and Bozhykoff on the western 
l>ank was captured, and the Turks who h(‘l<l 
<hat sector wore completely routed. On th** 
same day the Russian advance was pressT'd 
across the wooded heights west of tin' /lota 
Lipa within a few miles of the lialitch- Podx y 
sokie railway. Meantime, at the soiith(*rn eiul 
f>f the line, the Russians had complett'ly el<‘ar(‘<l 
of the enemy the eastern coiner belwetai the 
Dniester and the (hiila Lipa, had captun*d th<‘ 
railway between Vodniki, Siemiko\ itse and th<r 
railway station of Halitch (on th(* northern hank 
of the Dniester — the town itself lies south of 
the river), and were crf)ssing the (hiila 
Lipa. On the night of September 4 o tlie 
military stores of J^olshovtse were set on fin*. 

The new front of the enemy now ran from the 
Dniester north of Halitch along the Narayovka 
to Idpnitsa Doliia. This part of the line was 
lu*hl mainly by German troops. Bra nden burgers 
and Pomeranians. From I..ipnitsa Dolna the 
front extended to the east across the wooded 
hills south of Miochyshclioff to about Saranehuki 
on the /lota T..ipH. 'IMiis most cxpose<l sector, 
which in the following we<‘ks \>as subjected t<» 
fre(|uent Russian attaches, was assigned to the 
'l^irkish troo])s. They had to cover the soutluM ii 
tlank of the ilistriet of Bzhezhany wdiieh now 
ibrmed a ])r,)iioun<‘ed salient. I'he district of 
Dzliczhany itself w^as held largely by Anstro- 


llungarian troops, comjiriscd in one «>f tli<* hnv 
surviving Army (^)rps, naiiu'ly that of (haieral 
Hofinan. It <*onsistod of Poles, ({(‘rmaiw and 
Mag\ars, and also of Gzeehs arul numanes : 
Hiese last two nationalit i('s r(‘maiiie<|, of eours<‘, 
under “police siiiuM-vision,” the (ierinaiis from 
Dohemia and .Ma^\ ars from Ti-ansvlvania ln'ing 
onl\' loo ghid to play tlu* p.i.rt of spios and 
hangmen of their “ fell(n\ <‘ount r\ na ii.” 

The (listrii'ls of rialiti*!!, Dzlie/han^ and 
i*hiho|f wt're now tlu^ chi«‘f ohjeeti\es of the 
lbl^^^^ian at t arks. 'I'hey were* the three bastions 
<if the iMiemy ('cntr<‘ in Fast Ga!i<*ia, on a tine 
whieh had alreaely betai laid hare of its f(u«* 
Works and olTeri'd the last, lieftaisihle eoina t ti'd 
pO'>itions in front of Lvoff. Of these three 
bastions the most important was P>/Jie/han\ . 
W hilst rr)iind 1 f alit (di and IMnhoi'f tiu i ( h'rnian^ 
might yet have maintained an unbroken fioni, 
oviai if the wing"- had been bent, hack still 
farther, a pii'rtang of the line of the /Iota Lipa 
roiiiifl H/.hezhany would ha\c resulted for tliem 
in an immediate loss not only of (he district of 
PhiholY, hut, also of /loehofY ami Krasnr. 'I’hen 

concentric iiuntanent hy taaieral SakharolY s 
Arm\ from t h<* dina tion of Drody w(Mild hava* 
he<*ome possible, and t h<* r<>a<l would Imve lnaai 
opened for ti direetAfhlow' from the east ag>»insl 
L\o||. 

'The battle in I ln‘ region «>l l»/ln*/,h.m\ began 
on Se))jemb»‘i- I. round lb** \ illage (kf Sb\’baliti 
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on tho Kozova-Bzhozhany road, and exteiulod 
oa tho following day to tlio soutli, beyoml 
Potutory down to tho hill (tailed Dzikio ]^niy 
(lu^ar this hill was the junction of the Austrian 
aiuJ the Turkish lines). The Lysonia range in 
the corner between the Zlota Li pa and the 
'IVerxiovka, which dominates that district, was 
one of the main objectives of tlio Russian artil- 
lery. “ The Russian battorios are skilfully 
jilacod and iniisked/* wrote the military cori'e- 
sfiondentof the Hungarian /vAn/d from the 

e-nerny headquarters near Rzliezhany, “ anti 
t^veri our flying men find it dilHcult to discover 
them. Very often the Kiissian batteries suc- 
eee«l in directing the most destructive form of 
fire against our positions, namely eross-firo, 
and sometimes tlioy tiv^en outflank us. . . 
Since the beginning of the autumn fighting 
much heavy artillery — of 15 and 18 cm. calibre 
— is employed by the Russians. In the last few . 
days (beginning of October) a huge Russian gun, 
presumably a 28 cm. howitzer, throws its 
enormous shells into our treT\ch('s . . . The 
quality of the Russian soldiers is still always 
very good. It is true, different ages, varying 
from 19 to 40, are reiiresented among them, an<l 
their training is les.s thorough than it used to b(', 
hut in general they are exeWlont soldiers. Their 
cjquipment, clothes and boots arc perfect.” So 
was also the leaders! lip, and if the results of the 


battle were not such as tlie pn»viou3 montlif 
had [jroduced, the reason for it was that tlu* 
enemy, m view of tb(? i^xtrome importance of 
tliese positions, had sp.invl nti pains in strength 
<*niiig them in ev^ery possible way. 

Ill the afternoon of Sc'pteinber 2 the Russian 
artillery began to bombard thi‘ rnnga of h(Mght< 
in the corner between the Zlota. Lipa and th<‘ 
Tseniov^ka. The nature of those hills favonriMl 
its work ; tfie di'caying rock and the brittle 
ehalk was breaking and crumbling under tl»e 
Jieavy artillery fire. “After some time of 
hurricane lire -I can hardly realize whether it 
lasted a second, a minute, an liour or a day — oi r 
trenches were obliterated/* wrott^ a Polislv oHicf i 
serving with the Austrian army in a letter to hi- 
parents. “ VV^e remained without cove r 
W'liistling and screeching, shell followed ni. 
shell, and shrapnt*! on shra[)nel. . . Tlu'eartli 
was opcaiing below us and the tiees vv(*re falling 
on top of us. \A'e now made for the first time 
the aetpniiutanco of th(» new dapaiiost* expl«»- 
sive, shimosa. . . . Its force surp.isses anyt hing 
we had seen pnndously. Sumll shells filled with 
it can be shot off from light gu;is. '|*he effeer 
is gruesome; there remains onl>‘ (»n<Mnas-< «»f 
mangloil huiumr flesh. . . On the next 
morning (SepUanbe'r 9) at 5 a.m. the RiissLaii 
infantry, which had been gathero I under coni i 
of the forest above Zolnovka, opened its atle.clv 



RUSSIAN PEASANTS RETURNING lO THEIR HOMES. 
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acTOS!? the Tseniovka valley anti against th(‘ 
|>eij?ht« oil it<i western bank. Alost of the ent niy 
hatt('ri<'s on tho Iwsonia ha<l lieen sileneed. and 
soon onr Allies came to ^ijrips witli the inhintry. 

Only now T believe,” i\ rites airain th<» Aus- 
triin-Polish olTfieer, “that tli<Te can be sncli a 
lliinu* as a heap of corpstvs .... that corpst'^ 
can fonn hitrh, defensive walls. The baltle- 
>c('ne simply defiers all description. “^rhoM* 
<listorted, inhuman, terribli^ faces, l)lack witli 
smoke and dust, with shining white madde ned 
i ve-;, and wide, craping months, friun which 


In 

sjMitlt east of nzht'/Jumy, inehiding tlie lA^onia 
Ihit meantime the en<*my w. s gat hefing power- 
ful reinforcements. Ihavarian res aw i\s were 
brought up to restori' the p<a’ilous situation, 
d’hey began thecoiuiter atlaek against t h(‘ tin*d 
Uus->ian troot>s uiwler cover of the morning 
mist, at 4 a.m. on September 4 'I'ln* Lysonia 
Ihight was lost, but thi’ (‘xtivane end of the 
triangle. Hill ‘MS la'ar t lu^ (‘ontiiiene(> of the 
rixers, and tlu* crossing of the 'rsenio\ ka ri‘- 
inained in thi' hands of our Allies. ‘ In the 
r«*eion of ]^'/.he/dian\' r>ur troops fona d tlie pa'>- 



AUSTRIAN RKISONKRS ENJOVINti IIIKIK MIIJDA^ MKAL. 


flow.s one continuous howling cry ! Oh, that 
howling ! It has iiotliing human in it, it must 
he the cry of madmen or flainned souls. Hut 
I also lanvled in the same way. J continued to 
howl after I had lieen wounded, 1 liowk'd all the 
tiiiw' until tho parch.ed lips and the* stae tliroat 
got fixed in the cry. Why did we howl V I 
<lon’f know. Hut. everybody did it, the soldier^ 
advancing along with nu', and the Russian^ 
tiasliinjy into our eyes wnth their bloo(bi;o\'er<Ml 

hayonet.s At first J felt fear, anger, 

ijorror, fury — then I giMwv indifferent. On<* 
loses all sen.sibility.’* 

The battle continued all day and through th** 
following night. The Ru.ssians eaiTied the hills 


sage aer<>ss t he dVeriiox ka . . . and eari'iedt he 

hostil«‘ fiosition, taking prisoners HO oOieei-s and 
men, an»l <Nif >1 iiriiig’ t» machine-guns ” was 
1 lie ^horl ami 1 «‘r^e announecaia n1 of t he Russian 
ol'lieial of Sept e| u I >4 ‘I* 4. R is onl\' 

from 4‘\«* \vilm*sses and w'ar-tM>riesp<ui<l4*iils 
(among whom f'spi' •iall\’ t hoso of tins Ilussktuf*’, 
Slfu'o W4*re (list inguisiMMi for tin* fullness and 
.HMUiaey i>f th4*ir i4*ports) that ih taikd know- 
ledge Ilf tia* lai.ttk* 4ta.li Im' ga.Mier 4 *d. 

"J'la- }>a1lk^ iNjumi H/Jj(‘/hany r'ont iumd with 
\ arv'ing .''Ucct'.ss t hr4mghout SeptciulxT ; p4>sit ions 
w<*r<‘ t ak4*u, lost ami retsikcsi. It was cxtrtaimly 
<-r<‘4hlahle to 4)iir AIli4‘s that in ail this lighting 
they ^parcfl the town ami it.s histf)ri<* imam- 
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ments, though thf‘ vn^my was using its heights 
and towers for purposes of military observation. 
A further important advance was a<*hieved by 
the Kussians in the l^lst daiys of S(‘ptein!a?r and 
the first days of Oetoher, wlaiii they <'xteiidod 
their ground on the hills and captured the village 
of Potutory below the eonfluenee c)f the rivers. 
Yet J^zhoishany remained in the hands of the 
enemy. 

Petween S(*ptember 0-7 the first bailie was 
fought for the Halit eh posit ions. Our Allies 
consolidated their hold on t ht‘ wesstern liank 
of the Gnila Lipa, aiul tla* enemy eviieuated 
the northern bank of the I)nieste*.r o])]!)osite 
Haliteh, blowing up the forts and the liridge. 
From Haliteh itself the stores w<*re nanoved, 
and praelieally the entire civilian iiopulation 


left tho town, except the Karaites. This 
most lonely fragment of a tribQ, stranded here 
by some unknown historic tragedy, refused to 
leave the only street which it inhabits in tht^ 
entire Hapsburg Monarchy.* 

After the lino of the Narayovka and of the 
Dniester had been reached on September 7, 
a lull ensued in this region, which lasted until 
September 15. When the battle recommenced, 
the severest fighting took place on the Nara- 

♦ I'lii* KiuaiUh are ii .jowi'^h sect, which rejects tho 
'J'nlmiulic Irarlition. Thoir chief homo is in tho Crimea, 
'J’hey wore si?ttle(l there togelhor with the Tartars and 
spoak a Tartar language. I’liey are mostly jicasants, 
do not mix with tho other Jews and do not understand 
Yiddish. Outside (ho Crimea they have settlements only 
in Haliteh and in emo or two Lilhuaniaii towns. 
ulunc of all Jews enjoy in Russia full civil right-. 
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THE TIMERS HlbL'OHY OF THE WAR. 


179 


yovka, at the southern end of the village of 
Svistelniki. below Lipnitsa Dolna. Here oor 
Allies had gained a foothold on the western 
bank of the river ; the salient held by them w i\s 
al^nt three miles long and two miles d(H‘p. 
They hiid captured the forest of Svistelniki, 
Hills 345 and 310, the fortified positions of 
Piakov’a, and the village of Skoinorokhy Nove. 
'rhe Russian forces holding tliat salient included 
the 41st Russian and the 3rd Finnish divisions. 
Opposing them were picked Prussian troops - 
part of the Third Guards Division, Fiisilieis 
of the Guard, and Pomeranian Greiiadi<‘rs- 
under General von Gerok and Major-th-nend 
von Callwitz. In the battle which now <leve 
loped it is almost impossible to .say wliich 
side took the initiativ^e. Attacks and counter- 
attacks followed on one another, tlu* Hiissinns 
trying to enlarge tludr foothold on the right 
bank of the Narayovka, the Germans i ii- 
deavouring to push them lan k across t Ik' river. 
In this fighting, which with varying intensity 
lasted for about threie weeks, neither side 
secured any marked gains, though each at. 
one time or another scored eonsiderahU? 
successes. “In the region of the River Nara- 
yovka,** read the Russian oflicial cofmHUH/qur 
of September 17, “fighting continues. The 
enemy has alrt^ady sufh'red gr(‘at losses in 
killed and wouiid<^d, and has left in our hands 
3,174 prisoners, 34 of tliem otlieers. all Germans. 
We also raptured 20 ma.e)iine guns and two 
trench guns.” “German troo])s under the 
command of General von (lerok <-ounter- 
at tacked on both sides of tla* Xarayovka. ' 
ran the Herlin answer t wo <laAs laler. “ Tlie 
greater portion of the grouial lost the <lay before 
yesterday is again in ()ur hands. Resitles 
heavy lo.sse.s in kilh*d aaid woundc‘d, the enemy 
lost also 3,500 prisoners and Hi machine-gnns.” 
Towards the* beginning (»f October the two 
armies were still facing one* anotlu*r on a])- 
proximately the same lines which ha.<i Ix'en 
reached a month earlier, iieitli(*r of them 
able to ov<*rcome tla* resistanc<* of its 
opponent. 

Another battle, equally d(*spera.t(* and eqiailly 
indecisive, was fought during the month of 
September and diiiuig the first lialf of October 
in Southern Volhyriia, especially east of 
Sviniukhy, on the ShelvoH-Korytnitsa-Pust<»- 
®fvyty front. Here the 4tb Silx'rian and the 
40th Russian Army Corps, including the ■* Iron 
Division,” the Ru.ssian Guard under n<*ni*ral 
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MAP UTAJSTKATINt; THU OPKKATIONS 
IN THE CARPATHIANS. 

(Jiirko a,nd a. ili\ isi«in of Or<*nbm*g ( ’ossacks, 
were lighting North-( Jerman troops under 
( Jenerals von der Marwil z and von bit /.iiwmn, 
and Magya,rs a.nd V^ieimese regimc'nts iiiuh'i* 

( i enthral von Sziirmay. Tla* sec'ia*. of the most 
miportant operations extt*nded «>ver hardly 
more than six miles, and inehidi'd the villagj's 
of Shelvolf, RuhnofT ami Korytiiitsa, slret<*hed 
.icru.ss the marsliy valley of the; laig ami tw'i> 
iMH'sts, one known as tlu* “ OeviPs Wood,” 

I lie other, on ae.eonnt of its ]X‘euliar shap«*, as 
llu^ “Throe P^ingers Wood.” 4'he first, im- 
portant engagenaait took pluc!e on August 31 
September 1, and resulted in some, gains of 
ground for oiir Allic's. With intfaruptions 
the fighting coiilinucil throughout tla? follow- 
ing six w'ceks, culminating in a pitched battle 
about Septemb<*r 20, when the Russians 
4 a-ptun'd about three miles of German trenches. 
As, however, the straU^gic advance from thf? 
/lota fapa harl not developed sulliciently, 
the attempt in Volhynia lost in strategic 
imijortariee.. and a lull again supervened on 
ihat front. 
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THK TSAK RRVIEWINC; INFANTRY AT THE FRONT. 


Towards (ho end of Jimo flu* Kussiaii lroo(s 
iiiuF^r (U'iuthI LocliilsUy liad oner nioro n^aclu'd 
it! the liukoviiia tlio foothills of the* Carpathians. 
In fluly tlioy (wl-ondrd thoir Carpathian front 
from tho Choromosii to tlu^ Vahlonitsa l*a.ss, 
an(f a-dvaiKU'd d(‘('p(*r into tlu' mountains. 
It was, ho\\(*vcr, onl\‘ jiftcr t h(‘rnt rv (►f Iiumania 
inhi tho wai\ and in view (»f th(‘ llu)naniji.n 
lt^\a^ion of Transylvania., that this front 
a.(M|uir(‘d considcrahlo importanci*. ContTal 
liochitsky now dirocPnl his maiti fonvs against 
tlio Hungarian fronti(‘r ; it was h(*n‘ that th(‘ 
Ihrot* liussian army oor|)s comnuuKh'd ])y 
(huiorals Zhy(*hovski, (^)unl Haranoff-Krusoii- 
st 'rn and Count Kollcr won* lighting. On August 
lo our Allios (*a,j)l lin'd impoi'tant jiosilions in 
tiu' ^hlblonilsa (soinol imrs callod also the 
Tartar J*ass), a-nd on August 2 \) tho village of 
MafailoN’a. south-wost nt Nad\'oriia. and tla* 
Fa.nt \ r Pass. On a front of milt's Ix'twtM'n 
Mtumt Pajitvr iuid Dorna. \'atra tht\\ stood 
dost' to lilt* ITungarian froniior and to tlit' main 
Carpathian orosl. Tho hattio for the ohiof 
mountain groups, whioh avt‘ragt‘ in ht'ight 
<),00U-7,()I)I) fivt, had a.hvady hogiin. Kaoh of 
tlami formt'd almost a sopai'ato thoatio of war, 
Ma* a.l)S(*noo ot ta-otical ooliosjoii ht'ing porhaps 
the most oha.ra.ott‘rist io foaturo of tho oporatituis 


on this front t>f high mountains and pathles'- 
torests. In the first- days of Septemlx'r fighting 
look plae(» almost in every seetor of the Car- 
pathian front ; round Mount Ploska, nt'ar th<‘ 
Pantyr I^iss ; round ^Mounts Kukul and 
JvhovtTla, south of the Yablonitsa ; round 
Mounts Stopa-nski, Kreta, laidova, Ha’ a 
Ludova and l^nieva ))etwoen tlie two Chert'mosh 
rivers ; round Mounts Vipeliina, Ka[)ul and 
Cimlmislava, in tht‘. village' of J.uehina, and 
on lilt* Nominal ie ran^t' in the Kirlibaba seu'tor ; 
and lastly, round the rc»ad fnun Yacobeny to 
Dorna \'atra on the Itumanian frontieT. 
It is impossible' to e'nte'r into the detail of this 
fighling, wIk'H' in the many s('[)a.rate battles 
sueet'sse's and n‘V(‘rs('s closely followed on one 
another. Of tla^ mor<' im|)ortant eaptun's 
by our Alli(‘s may be mentioiu'd that of Mount 
IMoska- in th(^ first days of Sepl(‘mber, of Mounts 
Ka.])ul a,nd Pnii‘\a on Si'ptemlH'r 11, Mount 
Smotrets on tlu* iOth, .Mount Koman on llu' 
27t]i. Mach of thest' suect'ssi's brought with it a 
eonsiderabh* haul of prisontTs. 

'riit' operations on this front were, howexer, 
neeessarily oidy su[)[d(‘nu'nta.ry to tliose in 
IVansylvania, and wlu'n tlu* Rumanian invasion 
had fa-iled, a lull follow I'd on tlu' line betwci ii 
Mount Pantyr and Dorna \bvtra. 





CHAPTER CI.Vll. 

GERMAN AIR RAIDS : MAY TO 
NOVEMBER, 1916. 


L>()Tti:h s Kah on Oitoiikk 1 Tmo /eim ei.ins 
ovKH I. on don. 

air war ovor tlu* \ nitod l\m^<lom 
foliowod ill its carlii*!' sta:ios (-(‘rta-in 
clearly marked liiu's. At tla* lu'^in 
niiijj: tlu‘re was general sci'pticism 
amon^r Brilisli anUiorities as to tlu- |)o^sibilit\ 
of a serious ai'rial iia'iiaci*. It was consiiler^d 
doubtful if Z<’p[)cIiTis could cross the North Soa. 
SMA (‘ at ^rc'at risk ol u reck trom storm, and «'\ «‘i \ 
^■onfidfnee was felt that if they did .'^o our 
acro[)lan<'s, travelling faster and climbing 
liinhcr, could ('as’il\' d‘‘a] m it h t hem. I his bi'lici 
found expression in Mr. Churchill s oit-<piot‘‘d 
phra.se about "a. swarm of hornets which 
would tackle and destroy the iinaders. During 
the first year of the war nothing adecpiate wa- 
done in the way of aerial delenee. I he anti- 
aircraft guns were f.ir too tew in numbei an«l 
of too small .‘I ee.lilin* to jiroduei* sa‘ i^iael or\ 
n‘sults. Then' was no piojjer system ol <'om 
niiiuieating wjunina^. Our proti'ct ive* method 
lo -ked both atlefpiaey and eo-nniimit ion. 

'Phe n'lianee upon a(*ro]ila.nes as the principal 
we.ipou for deh'iiee was based upon thea.'.sump 
t ion that the /ejipelins w caild atta.ek in da.\tim« . 
When the Ze])j)('lins attacked at night, the dilli 
culties, for pilots inexperienced in night flviiiL’ 
of me(‘ting them with aeroplain s Ix'came 
evident. Numbers of gallant young a.irmen 


AoMNsT Aiasnie bmii'riNG Ki ca i.ations— 
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.iltempti'd to a!l.e*k in I he dark. Some received 
more or less sia’iiais injuries. 'Phe inadepuaev 
«tf our di'lereive methods was finally aiul 
conehe>i\ (‘iy slutwii on the night ol Sej»tem 
her S. BMo, wh<-n several Zi'ppi'lins hovend over 
London, dropping bombs almost at leisure and 
ignoring our feeble giinfio' fnan Ih'Iow. 

Fntm that night the autlioritii's n-garded the 
mitter more si’riouslv . 'Phere was still a. leU' 
donev te deprecate aii> out side at t eiit ion being 
drawn t<» the reality of the menace. A number 
of public men, iilterlv mistaking the nature ot 
the danger, scolded those who urgid greater 
preparations, <‘harging I hem with e.)wa.rdi<-e and 
r,olli.-^hness. 'Phe nati<»n was a.ssured that it 
ouu'ht to be glad to share in some small degreo 
thedangersof fhes<.ldiers in t la' I renclies. 'Plie 
great ra.ul of danuary dLlhHk uhen /epiielin,- 
travelled ov<*r the Midlands a,nd reached the 
Wo'-t of Lnglaia!. revealed the lallaev ol such 
urguiuents. It proved bevend (|ne..ti..n b.ovv 
iH-<'e>.-a.ry an atleipiale aeria! d< fence o) i'.ngland 
uas. not na-relv for t he protection of individual 
private <-iti/.ens, but for t be safe (.perat ion of <»• r 
.rn-at industrial a.n<l military works. v 

During the month- tlia< followed steady pro 
g,v.. was made. It was reeogni/ed that the 
,,,.,.opl;me, once tla- dangers from niglit living 

LSI 
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were diminished, was the ideal anti -airship 
weapon. It was much faster than a Zeppelin ; 
it could climb higher ; it presented a very small 
object for attack, as against the enormous 
vulnerable Surface of the airship. It could seek 
out the enemy wliereveir he was or could piu*sue 
and overtake him. It cost comparatively little 
and could be quickly constructed. lly the 
summer of 1910 the training of pilots in night 
flying and the recognition of the most suitable 
machines and weapons for attacking Zeppelins 
had greatly improved the prospects of the 
<*f)untry’8 anti-aircraft defence. 

A considerable degree of co-ordination htKi 
been attained. A much more abundant supply 


stones of the streets. This had certain draw- 
backs. It caused a great increase in the 
nuiYiber of street accidents, and it tended 
to give every place an aspect of gloom 
after dark. But it deprived the enemy of one 
of his chief means of finding his way. Zeppelins 
were now driven to attempt to discover 
their whertiabouts by looking for rivers, 
“ The Knglish can darken London as much as 
they v/ant,’’ boasted Commander Mathy, one 
of the most redoubtable of the Zeppelin coni- 
rnandc'rs ; “ they can never remove or covei- 

up the Thames, from wliich we can always get 
our bearings and picik up any point in London 
we desire.” But this method of picking U[> 



■* /'/itf Aeroplane hv permis^jon, 

STEM AND STERN VIEWS OF A ZEPPELIN 
Showing construction. 


of aiiti-aircratt guns had been manufactured, 
'riie plan of throwing the country into 
darkness, .so as fo give the enemy overhead 
a minimum of guidance for direction, was 
lUYule by degrees more and more strict. By 
the early winter of 1916 great cities like 
r..ondou presented a remarkable spectaele after 
r> o’clock in the evaming. Every house and shop 
had its windows carefully shaded witli dark 
eurtains, and the street lamps had been reduced 
in number and obscured so as to give no more 
than a glimmer of light. Tlie illuminated 
jKivertisements had long since disappeared and 
the headlights of vehicles wore reduced in power. 
The darkness was such that it was often impos- 
.sible for the wayfarer to distingui.K)i the kerb- 


bearings of very doubtful .success, 'rime 

after time the German oflicial accounts showed 
that the Zeppelin commanders had ahuosr 
ludicrously misjudged their whereabout s. 
Houses, factories, railways, electric trams, 
furnaces were all brmight under regulations 
tending to increase the general darkness. 

Even in the worst days there was never 
g<^^uoral feeling of panic concerning the 
Zeppelins. The damages inflicted was com- 
paratively so small t})at the public imagination 
was more impressed with the Zeppelin as a 
groat spectacular display than as a death - 
dealing instrument. 'Fhe merest rumour of 
the approach of Zeppelins brought people 
crowding into the streets to catch a sight of 
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them. The very children ciainourod to lx* 
ixllowerl to sit u]) nt nights “ to see tho Z«‘ps.” 
Little girls plnyiiig in slum streets liad their 
own game ot “ Zeps,” invented lu^ on<‘ 1vih‘\\ 
how, in which the Zeppelin crews made tigiires tor 
mockery similar to the (hiy Kawkos of an earlier 
generation. In onc‘ heading or])hanage for 
young girls, around which bombs had falhai 
on several occasions, the childiu'u would 
promise their dolls, as a crowning reward, t hat 
“ if they were very good they might sit up 
and SCO the Ze[)j)elius come.” The attitiule 
of children and adults alike w as one of enriosity 
ratlw^r than foai*. 

The German aiithoritk^s lawer, of eours<‘, 
believed the fantastic tah^s of the destruction 
of whole districts in London and (‘Isc when* 
that were carefully eircnlated throughout the 
world by their oilicial agencies. These tubh"^ 
served possibly to hearten the civil population 
and to cheer soldiers fighting on th<5 \V<‘stcrii 
front. Tht?y knew’ that the original hopes that 
the Zepp(?lins would terrorize Knglish peoj)Ie 
or protluco widespread destruction had failed, 
ddxey had .sueeeeded in diverting a certain 
number of British gmis and men from the 
Western front to the defence of England 
Apart from that the material dainago they had 
done was so small compared with the eflort 
involved that it must have been a profound 
disappointment to all responsible for it. 

The Ctermans employed two types of airsliii>s 
in their attacks, the Zeppelin and the Sehutte- 
Lanz. 

The improved Zeppt*lin was aboul IKSU tin't 
long an<l had a maximujii diainetca* of 12 bet. 
Its framework was eom])osed of giideis of a 
very light and strong aluminium alloy, the same 
material being largely used in the con.sti nctiou 
of the gondt)las. Insi<le its envelopt wiic 
IS or 10 ga.s balloncts, holding two million feet 
of hydrogen gas. U had six engines, each of 
240 h.p. It carried an armament of several 
machine guns, and possibly one or two small 


light guns firing shells. It earried also sixty 
hombs. 

Tlie captain diref*tt‘d a.iid eoiitrolhHl the ship 
from a cabin in the forem(»st gondola, lie 
r<‘leas<'d the boinhs by means of eh'elrieal 
dt‘vi<*es. Levers and wheels (»nabled him t<» 
control the spec'd and alter the direction fd’ 
tiigid. In an adjoining cabin in the same 
g«)ndola sat ihc< vxirele.ss opf'rator. Behind him, 
.still in the same gondola, were an taigine and two 
mounted inaehine guns, tlie <'iigine operating a 
propeller. 

This gondola w as <;ouiie«'t<Ml by n ‘‘ <‘al-\\alk 
inside the keel with two central gondolas 
eemtnining engine's and machines guns, and 



A PROPHLLLK Ob A ZKrPHLIN. 


tlu^so in turn wi!n» etamectod with a large ic-ar 
.Muidola which al.so contained engines and guns 
rherci WTC in addition gun eniplaiMSiant s 
riulit. on top of tlie .11 v.-Iopo. Two t lioii'^.iixl 

./iilloiis of p<-tn>l «‘T.- fiirriod as fn.-I, iiiid On. 
i„(al <row nuinlan-.l f wnty-f wo, in<-lu<liii)' 
.•aptain. wir<*l<-ss c.p. i aior. iiaK'liino f'on nwii, 
and inoohiinios for < a. li . iiKint'. Tlio /< pp< liiis 
ca.l.l lrav<‘l at a sp. . .1 of (iO .nil. s an Wonr. 

Tha iinpn>vc'l lyp'' "1 Sch‘i(tr.-l.aii/. airstiip 
was about .'iOd f< < I loi.ft, and carriod ll.ns. 
gondolas, containing cngiiKH, in iwldition to u 
little navigating cabin forward. It differed fro.n 
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thf /(‘ppt'lin ehif'fly in tlu' fac^t that its Iran a* 
was ina-clr, not ot almuinimn, luit f)f wood willi 
w in' wound around it. 

From May 20, 1010, w Jk'm a soaplaiio droppod 
sorno }»ombs on the east coast of Kent, until 
early in J uly there was a pans**. On f he ni< 2 .ht of 
July 0-10 a seaplane visittvl the Isle of O'hanet, 
hut was immediately pursuc'd l)y na\al aircraft, 
and mad<‘ off witlioid (hopping aii\' ])omhs, 
A see(jn<l seaplaiK' visited South-IOast Kent, 
<lroppin^ sev('n homlis. l)ut inflicting no ilama^c 
heyond breakin/.* a numb(‘i* »»f w indow s. OJit^rc 
w'(*n* UQ casualties iti either raid. A Oerman 



CAT-WALK OF A ZHPPELIN. 

('oftnnun ique stateil 1 1 at tJie <‘oastal works 
and 2)ort Ostablisliments of Harw ich and J_)ov«'r 
had bt'C!! visited. J'he raid on Haiwich was 
entirely ima^iinarv. 

JJu' Ch'rmans tooU ad\anta^i' »)f the idt'al 
summer weather at the end of Jidv and the 
bejrlnnin^j: of August to carry out a .'^(‘rit's of 
four raids on the Fastern and Sout h-Fa.stc'in 
Counties a!al t»n tlu' ''Uiamt's \hdlev. l.,ar^o 
numbers of incendiary bombs wcn^ scattered 
anaaig rijK'iung fu'lds of corn, and farmers 
bi‘lii'\e<l that a .serious attt'inpt was being 


madti to tire our cro|)s. The bom^)s failed to df> 
any widesprearl damagti to tlu^ crops, des[)ite 
the favourable summer conditions. 

JJa* first of tla* raids was on the night of 
July 2S-2tl, over Xorfolk Lincolnshire, and 
^'or■kshire. .\ lieavy fog hung over the coast 
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THE PORT SIDE GONDOLA OF L 33. 

at tlic time*, maUing olisf'rvation diriiciili 
lioth for attackcTs in the air and def»*nd(*rs oti 
t he ground. JJu' Zet)pelin pilots lost their w^ay. 
'rhey l.)('liev<5d, according to the otlicial (Jerman 
statements, that, they rcaclu'd the mouth of 
the IFumlita', destroying a lighthouse tJierc', 
aial that from then' tia'y w(‘nt inland to 
Lincoln and Xorwi(‘.h. and then on to Grimsby 
and Immingham. Actually, many of their 
bomlis fell into th(‘ si'a, and a. large ])roportion 
of the* others oh agricultural land. In Lincoln- 
shire the casnalti('s wen* reported as one c,alf, 
one rabliit, and (i\’(' thrushes killi'd. A hay- 
stack was s(*t on tin^, two bombs h'll on tho side 
of a railway, and eight bombs, evidently 
aimi'il at a villag«‘, fell into fk'kis and roads, 
doing no harm. 

\\Ji('n the airshijis a|)proach('d certain im- 
portant poiids, tlu'v w ('iH' nu't liy heavy 
lire from anti-aircraft guns, aial '<heered off. 
From the British pcant of vi('W' the deh'uce was 
not satisfactory. 

On July 31 the Zeppelins came agtiiii. This 
time tliey spread ovc'r a wider held, including 
the Thames Kstuarv, Kent, Lincoln, Norfolk. 
Suffolk, Gamhridg(', I0s.sex and Jlnntingdon. 
Tile eiic'iny pilots claimed that tln^y rcai'he I 
Jaaidon, a claim promptly dt'iiic'd. Tl\e air- 
shii IS sailed very high and W('rc> ai<led in ap- 
jiroaching the ej»ist 1)\ a thin mist, which gave 
(hem some concealnu'nt. TJa'y to iched F^nglaiid 
at ten, before it was quite dark <Thc‘y were 
warmly received. Onr slii])s tirt'd on them at 
sea, they were ])ickt'd up limt' after time by 
searchlights as they ])assefl over tlie land, and 
whenever they came within range of the Dritish 
defenc<;s they wc're lu'avily bomliariled. They 
showed special activity iti scatti'ring incc'ialiary 
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bojubs o’l-ow iiio; <T(>ps. A| !\ 

linl(' wn.s tlonr by < iUu r >i(lr. Thrif 

wfr<‘ no (*asuiilt it*s ainon^ t lu‘ l>rit i>li popnlat 
Oiu^ Z«'pp< rii was to lir liii, hut L!ia 

away. 

Oia* V(*i\' ciirinus iiicidtait wa-^ icportiMl b\ 
the' ary of tho ^Vdi iiira.l l \*. A I>nii L 

at'roplaru' was report <*( I to lia\'o pnr^iiod and 
attackc'd aZcppe'liu .d'> iniU's olf tho Ma-t ( ‘oa-( 
pilot had tin-el o\ i-r two t i aiN>> <»f <onnniiH 
tion into the' Zeppe lin w*he-n lu- was te'inpe>raril\ 
iM<*af)ae-itate‘d by a ])e)itie)n ol' Id.-, mae-hiiie- 
^iiii flying ejlf anel stuiinnig him. ddu' Ze ppelin 
was no\vJit-r(' to be se-en when tin* pilot re-gaine r! 
e-e»nseioiisn(‘.ss, anel he^ was I he-i-e-lein- Idne-e-d ie» 
re'tnrn te) the station.” 

On /Vngust ,*j a- tlt'et e)f Ze*[ipel in.-^ Iiox e re'el e)\«‘i 
the Xejrth Se'a, attacking Irawle-rs. an«l -.exm 
afte*r ten at night crossi-d o\e‘r the- land, vI.'■ilin^ 
Xe)rfe>lk, Surfe)Ik anel Ijsse'x. On this oe-e-a.'-iem 
the^ Ze[>pe!ins did not a.ttein[)t to ge> lar inlaiul. 
Thi'y droppe-ei bombs e)Ve‘r a large* are a e)f t he^ 
coast and \vea‘(^ eng.ige*d at elilYe-re-nt peiints )»y 
ant i-air(*raft guns. Xiiu> lieirst's we-n- killcel 
and three*, injured. The futility eef this raid e eailel 
only be.' exi)la.ine d by the? a-ssumptieen that the- 
airships lost, the'ir way. 'Tlie-y wande-n-d a.be)ut 


with a])pare‘nt \agne-iu-ss. !-'l\ ine at a gre-at 
!'.e-ighf I he‘\' -.ue-ce-t'ele-ei in l<e*e'| me < ail e)t t h< lafaie* 
*>l ant i-iiii’e-ra 1 1 mm^, h-.it we ri' nna.hli- to !»e»mb 
a.n> impeerlant centre- tie-ai!\ all ihe-ir nuNsile'^ 
hilling e>n N ae-anl l.mel. One-e me*! -- t he- ( h'i-,nans 
r'lanncel that h'>nd()n, IhuNvu-h and iinpe>i'tant 



TYPIOAL. HXAMPl.HS OF THK W'(3RK OF* • Hit ZF.l'PHLINS. 

In the house represented in the lower illustration a woman, a Hirl and a boy were killed, and 

several persons were injured near by. 
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BOMB-DKOPPING APPARATUS 


iii<luHtri>il eHiahlisliiiirnI s nnd railway work^ 
in Norfolk had boc'ii attacked. It was firmly 
holievecl by many observers that ono of the 
/eppeliiiR had been strne.k, and sorio\isly 
damaged. It allow ed es er y sign of being crippled 
as it made off eastwards, and a search w’as 
midertaktai s(‘awar<ls to discover if it had fallen 
there. As the Zeppelins rotiiitied lioine they 
erosstnl over .Dutch territory and were fired 
upon by 13uteh batf^•ri<^s. 

(^n August 0 the' hairfli attack w^as ma<lo ; 
it was l>y far the most s{'rious. A number of 
liosf ile airships visitc'd, singly or in pairs, a witle 
area in the South -I0a,-it of S(?otland and the 
Xorth-Kast and Kast (%)asls of t]ngland. This 
tiiiu^ the fMieniy show’»*d inort'> boldness, diree.tly 
atta<*king various towns, and <wddenll\' aimwig 
at < he in.dise.riininate desi ruction of jirojierty. 
ddu) Gi'rinaii airini<‘s wen* Ix'ing severely pn*sse<l 
on the Somme, a.nd it was appart'ntly desired to 
be able to report gmat damage to h^ngland in 
order to divert th<^ attention of the (lerman 
people from tlu^ \V(‘sU*rn front. 

In Seoiland the rai<l<rs wer<^ ham]>(*red by 
thick woather, ami their btimbs, n*porl(»d to be 
of an unusually powerful kind, fell harmlessly 
on fields ami nvids. fn several towais on tlie 
Noi th-l^ast Coast the anti-aircraft guns drove 
the enemy off. V /epjielin came over from 
westwards, hovered at a height beyond t he reaeh 
of t he guns, and dropped a number of bombs 
over a residential district, doing considerable 
daniage to private property and causing some 
loss of life. Three people died of shock, seven 
were killed, and a huml>t*r injured. 


The German ofTieial repfirt corifirmc^d tlu* 
f>pinion that umisuaily iiowerful bombs were 
employed. Apparently the invaders were un- 
aware that they had reached Scotland, as they 
laid no claim to it. “ Tow^e^rful explosions were 
observed at the iron works and benzol factories 
in Middlesbrough, and large fin s wore seen in 
the harbour establishments of Hull and Hartle- 
pool. 'Fho good effects of the explosions w^ere 
also observed in yards on the Tyne, and firc's 
wwo caused in the industrial establishments of 
Whitby. Si rong eltVstl s w ore seen at the railway 
I'stablishmonts of King's Lynn,” .said the Ger- 
man rojxat. I'his statement was ciisinissod by 
the Hrit ish authoritios as ht*ing “ the usual 
[lerversion of truth.” 

Krom th(^ Ih itish point of \ i(^w the W’ay in 
which the series of raids was met could not be 
considered wduilly satisfactory. It is true that, 
witli the exce])tion of ono lowii, the enemy hatl 
been driv^en off without inflicting any inatorial 
damage, and our auti-nircraft guns had demon- 
strated their ability to compel the enemy to 
fly at great height and to avoid many important 
<*<*ntres. But it was equally true that numbers 
of airships had come over British soil, had 
remained in many cases for lioms, and had 
returiiefi in safety. There wa.s a growiHg 
feeling that our dt^fence would not bo effective 
until the invading airships were attacked by 
other aircraft, in the air. 

Two liostilo seaplanes visited Dover on 
August 1 2. They made at great speed for 
the town, flying seven or eight thousand 
feet high, dropped iitheir bombs, turned and 
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OF A GERMAN AIRSHIP. 


HchI. Anti-aiivraft guns iiainecUately upoiied 
Hi'e on them and aeroplanes rose in pursuit, 
hut the attacikers, having the advantage of 
altitude, got eloar away. The attack only 
lasted a few minutes. One officer and several 
men were slightly injured, and some windows 
^^•ere broken. 

The enemy, keeping to their usual plan of 
waiting for moonless nights for airshij) attacks, 
did not visit EIngland again until August 24, 
when six Zeppelins raided the East and South 
t Vuists, and one succeeded in reacliing the out- 
skirts of .London. Attacks were made on two 
.seaside tow'ns, one on the East and the otlaa* 
on the South-East Coast. In both ea.ses the 
enemy were driven off by gunfire, one of the 
Zeppelins being obliged to empty all its bomb^ 
in the sea before it mad© away. 

In the district outside London (hat wa> 
at tackl'd th(jri? were a number of narrow 
escapes, (hio bomb fell in the roadway in a 
street of shops which was of average wiiKh. 
It explodc'd with great force, making a big 
ca\’ity in the street, and sma.shing window.'^ for 
a considerable distance round. A block of 
granite edging of the footpath was carried up 
by the force of the ©x])losioTi into a first-floor 
bedr6om. A cart(*r with a van anti two horses 
had pulled up at a coffee st.all in the strei't, 
and was talking to the stall -keeper wlien the 
homb burst quite close to him. Hie two 
horses were killed, and the two men were 
knocked over but only slightly injured. These 
wore the only casualties at that spot. ^Inother 
bomb dropped in a yard behind a groiif) of 


ainishoiises, when* ahoni 80 old men and 
women lived. Every window in flu* alms 
liousi's was broken, lad no one was hurt. 
Another bomb blew down }>art of the iron 
railings of a railway station, bid <lid no furfht'r 
damage. 

The number killed in this district was siw'cn, 
A homb fell on *1111' roof of two small new 
houses, aiul destroyi'd flu'in. In one of the 
houses a worker, his wdh*, aud a daughter aged 
adlis were kille and another chiM 
was .slightly injured. I'hey weri^ evidi'idly 
t rying to gc'f. ilow nst airs w hen Mu* homb landed 
and the falling dthris killed them. In a house 
in a, different Ioca.lity’ anoMior ma.n was 
kilt'd, with Jiis wife and a daughter agi'd II. 
'file hou.se was wrecked, with (he e\eep(inii of 
a .staircase, on wdiieh the lx tiy of the man 
was found, half-dri'ssed. The lx dy of the wife 
was praefieally in two, wliile both arms and 
one k*g had bi'cn torn off (he child. A young 
woman occupying ajiartiiants in (he house 
was killed in bed. The homb had blown 
the tlooi’ aw'ay, causing (lu^ bod to fail on io the 
next floor, wluai the walls had collapsed on 
i(. Anotiu'r victim who was fatatly injured 
on (he hea<l and chest was a swi(<*hhoard 
atteiulant at an c*Iee( lie works. 

[n ono South-East (^»ast \'illag(^ I he upper 
floor.s of tw’O n.d joining holls^^s were eom]>letoly 
wrecked. In one of thesi* a. fa,(lu‘r, mother 
and eliild were killeil, and in another stw^eral 
people were .seriously injured. A woman of 70 
was killed while in her room. The first return.s 
gave the total killed as eiglit , and (he injured 
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as 21 ; but Inter inforiiuition sliowed that the 
total of the \voun<:l(*<l aud killed was larj^er 
than at first thought. I'ln' authorities eoiii- 
plaincd that people would gather in the strt‘et to 
see the airships, and declared that several cases 
of injury would have bee n avoid(‘d }>ut for this. 

A captain in the Itoynl Klying Corps set out 
iroin an aerodrtjino on thtJ South- tkist Const 
in pursuit of one of th(‘ airships. He reaeluMl 
it and maintained a running fight with it until 
t he coast of the (Continent w’n.s njaelied, [dumping 




A ZEPPELIN ON r IKK NEAR LONDON. 
Seen from a distunce, one of the burntnjf airships 
appeared as a rosy-red glowing mass, revealing its 
shape distinctly. 

nc'arly two druiiiN of iiminunitiou from Jii'? 
macliini' gun into it. Kaeed as he was by the 
powerful armamt‘nt of th(‘ Zeppidin, his venture 
was oiu^ of grt*at daring, but h(^ (‘seaped uii- 
scathc'd, and w axs given en c'nt husijist ie reception 
by Iiis fellow airmc*n on his ndurn, 

Tlie night of Sait urday, SepttMiibcr 2, w itiiessed 
the most formitlable airshiji attack mixdo upon 
Kngland, and witncss«d jI-o th(^ initiation 
of now methods t^f defence which immc<liatcly 
proved their idfectiv'eia'ss. 'Phirteen airships 
crossed over tlu' North St'a inti) the Kastern 


Counties, making for the Midlands and London. 
.New lighting reg\ilations had come into force 
shortly before, greatly i’odncing the visihh* 
illumination throughout the area of' air attack. 
It wjis soon seen that these were effective, 
compelling tla^ airships to grope about trying 
t ) find their way. Most- of the rtxiders w'jxndenMl 
over East Angliai, dropi^ing bombs indiseriini- 
mitely. Tlireo succeeded in reaching the out- 
skirts of London. Two were driven off. 
The third wais })roiight to the ground in flaxTues 
by fin aitta-eking airman - -Lieutenant William 
Leefe liohinson, of the AVorcester llegiinent 
jiiid Koyal inlying Corps. It was the first 
< h‘rman o^irship dest royed on Dritish soil. 

The fight took [)laee within view' of hundreds 
(»f thousands of ])eople, and oven the dullest 
could not fail to reali/.o that here was a spocta<*I(‘ 
of profound significance. London, like the 
w hole of the rest of the eountry affected, was 
lying in almost complete darkness. Faint 
flickering lamps in the streets and shadi d 
lights through the curtained windows of 
the houses were alone visible. Tlie new’s that, 
an air attack was imt)ending h<Kl spread 
over the town. The lu)S 2 >itals were ready for 
possible cincrgi‘iici(‘s ; at t»v('ry fire station 
the engines waited, j)repar(‘d to respond to 
any call ; at evt'ry police station surgeons 
and nurs(‘s had come on duty, and ambulance 
men, with streteliers, w('re waiting. Every 
special constable had been called up. Lawyers 
juid inerchauts, veteran civil sc*rvants and 
elderly shopkeepers, men most of them engagt'd 
fully during the day in tlaar ordinary tasks, 
they were voluntarily giving tlieir hours for 
Icusun* and sletp to the na.tion. Tii many 
hom(\s the young children had been taken to 
the lower lloors, and ])iit to slee[) on exttan- 
[)orist‘d beds tht*re, so as to minimise thcar risk 
shouUl a bomb strike the house. 8omo people 
gatliered on the roofs of houses; mult it luliv^ 
flocked into the streets ; ev(‘ry vantage spot 
was crow lied vvitli spectators anxious to miss 
nothing of what was happening. 

'Phe searchlights wore exploring the dark, 
star-lit, i>nrtly clouded sky. There wen? 
dozens of them, beams show'ing from every })art 
of London and the outer suburbs and sweeping 
the sky section by section. Now half a dozen 
lights w ould play on one spot ; now they wmdd 
move their rays rapidly across the entir(‘ 
heavens. On this night the full strength of the 
lights was on, and such brilliant illumination 
had never boon witnessed hy London before. 
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THE BURNING AIRSHIP. 

Near Cuffley, Sept. 3. 1916. 

Spectators (^oiild not In it r(‘a!ize tlie ania/in^ 
beauty of th(' scene. 

Soon there I'iMiK' tlie sound of distant guns 
and bursting bond)S. '^fhen shells could be 
seen bursting in the air. H'jIiIs wen' ikun 

concentrating iu»rthwards, and a thrill pa>xed 
through the crowds as tiu* sliajx’ (»f an airsJiip 
became visible. It was moving southwards 
and westwards. It paiisi^d, dodging apparently 
to escape the lights an<l the bursting shells, 
changing its altitude and turning. Sona* 
signals of no signiflcaiKHj to the watching crowds 
were momentarily seen. The airship dis.ip- 
peared from vi<wv, l^ehind a snmke sen‘en which 
it had created. The .s( 'archlights w(*r(* siaUh'nly 
cut ofT an«l th<? gunfire ceased. W hat had 
happened ? W hat w'as about to happen ? men 
asked one anotlaa*. 'PIk'h c-aine a little mass ni 
flame, which instantly kindled into a great 
blazing body, an illumination sucli as London 
had never witnessed before. 'TwiaitN inihs 
away jnen could sec to roid thc'ir new spaptMv . 
N^ot that anyone vv^anted tt) read. 'J’here were 
no eyes save for this on(' thing. 

Strangers caught one another by the arm in 
their tense excitement. The airshir> had ca,ught 
fire ! It was blazing from stem to stern ! 'I he 
great mass of flames came hurtling earthw jutls. 


J he crowds started to cheer, hard cluM'rs. sf«'m 
cheers. The inesseng<'r of dt'ath had com<' ovit 
them, and had himself met death on his way. 

At first it was thought that a shell had stna k 
tiui airship. Soon the truth hec*ame known all 
over Ja^ndoii that it had hf'C'u brought down l>v 
a young British flying man. who had engagt'.l 
f ho monster in a duel in ( he air. Several airna'u 
had gt>ne up to meet the invader. One of these, 
l-ient. l<o])inson, (‘aught sight of her, after kmg 
searching. He w as thi'n about S,()00 ft'(‘t high ; 
the airshi[) was 2.t)0() to :{,tM)t) f(H‘t higher, 
lie, mmle straight for the (h'linun. Tla? si*a.reh- 
lights wi're cut off, and the gnnfin* ceasc'd. 'fla* 
airman, in ta'arehing tiu* h(*avi*ns, was nal nrally 
in even gr(‘a.t('r dangc'r from our own sh(‘ll lire, 
until it c<'a,st'd, tliiui ht‘ was from p(xssihl»‘ aMaek 
from t h(‘ ('ni*my. 

Thi‘ gunni'rs on tla^ airship saw him and 
op(*ned fire. 'riu'V' W('r(' too kite. Ih' deliven‘d 
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his altaek on the gre i.t monstc'r. 'f'he hydrogi'ii 
tia- in t h<i h:i, Monets caught, alight and I h<*n a,M 
was over. 

One of the most detaik'd a.eeomits of the fight 
in tlie air wa.s giv(‘n at the tiim? hy an (►ftieer of 
the Koyal Flying Oor|)s who was among the 
airmen engaged : 

olluT aoropl»un‘s, hr sjiiM, at that liriio 

h 1. iiv rig to engago Lirsliip, wliifh was jnakiag 
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frantic efforts to get away, at the same time firing wijli 
machine guns. The Zeppelin was travelling at top 
speed, first diving and then asoonding, aiul apparently 
Lieutenant W. L. Robinson anticipated the inaimMivre. 
'rhe commander of the airship threw out tromeiulou'' 
bla^k clouds of smoko which completely hid him fn>ni 
our view, and in which lie managed to rise. A few 
seconds later w-o saw the airsliiji a ccnijile of thousand 
feet above us, and at the same altiludo was Lientcnani 
Robinson, although perhaps half a rnilo away. Tmiue* 
diately Robinson heatled his machine for the raitler, 
and, flying at a terrific speed, it appeared that he 
going to charge the monster. As tho Zep[)elin took 
lire a second airsliip was seen approaching, and this now 
occupied our attention. 'The eoiuman<ler of that crnti, 
however, seeing the fate of tho first Zeppelin, turned tail 
and scurried off as fast as his engines would eiiahli^ him. 

1 am tohl that (lonnan aeroplanes aecntnpaniod tin* 
Zeppelins, but of this all I can say is I ‘"a.w nom* i»n 
Sunday morning, although <»ther ofinor- <*lniin to 
have done so. 

Thu gruat mass of wrocikagu hdl still lila/.mg 
on a fiehl at a liitlo villago near Knfiehl, 

to tho north of London. Tlu^ bot^Ih's of tlu‘ nrw 
of sixteen, burned almost out of n'ongnit ion, 
lay all rotmd, and even those* wlio lelt most 
bitterly about tho brutality of raids upon 
unarmed (dvilian yiopulations could uol refrain 
from pity at tho sigid. At first tho airshij) was 
snp])osod to be a ZeiJ[M*lin. It was oa Hod sn in 
fJie first official dispatch, which somewhat 
naively remarked : “ Tlio large aniounl of 

W'ood employed in the franwnvork of the 
Zeppelin is startling, afi<l would s(*f‘in to foinl 
to a shortage of aluminium in (lermany.” 
Experts, however, cpiiekly roeogiiiy,f*d it as u 
Schiitte -Lan/. 

The news tliat tho airship had Ihm u brought 
down by an airman was not allowed to Im 
published until the following 'ruesday, when it 
was formally announced that tho King had be«*n 
graciously pleased to bestow the Victoria (’ross 
on Lientcnant Robinson for most cons|)icuous 
bravery. “Ho Httai^k(*d an taiemv airship 
under cireiimstance.s of great dillicully and 
<langer,” tho official rommun l(fH( dcclan<i, 

“ and sent it crasliing to tho ground as a flaming 
wreck. Ho had been in tht^ air for more fli.m 
two hours, and had previously attaekc'd anotln r 
airship, during his flight." 

lieutenant Robinson was a national hern, 
oven before the formal announ<;om<*nl was made 
public. He was only twnaity-one yc*ars old and . 
w’as a grandson of a Chief Naval ( Vaist i iietia’ at 
Portsmouth Doekyanl. Horn in Iralia, and 
edueateil at Hi. Bee’s S<diool, ( ’unib* rland. he 
entered Sandhurst in Angu.st, , Iff 14. In tlie 
following December he was gazetted to tin' 
Worcester Regiment and joined the Boyal 
Flying Corps as an observer in March, lffl ». 


Wouiidoil on May ff that year by a shrapnel 
bullet in tht* left *u’in lu» returned home and soon 
afterwards qualifitnl as a. flying officer. TIis 
siu*ces.sful fight brought him not alone great 
honour, but largt' naaietary prizes. Various 
rew'ards had l>(*t‘n tiffen'd for tla^ first/ airmail 
bringing down a Zt'pj>(‘lin in tho British Tslaii<ls. 
Among the.so wi'ro £2,000 from Mr. .'loseph 
t’owen, £1,000 fn>m J.onl Miclu'Iliam, and toOO 
fnan Mr. M'illiam Bow', tho shiphuildor of 
Paisloy. It was strongly felt in Army eindes, 
however, that tho ofh'r of oiitsi<le monofary 
rewards hir British officers was undesirable, and 
ii rogiilution was passed shortly aftorwards 
prohibiting it in future. 

Tlio naino of tli(» (.l(‘rman comnutndc*r was 
snhsiHpiently givc'U in tho (lornuin (*asuiilty lists 
as (^iptain Willudm Sehranim, W'hon it was 
ajinouni*(*(.l that- tla‘ airship (*row' won* to ho 
given a military funeral, some ])rot(‘sts wore 
raised, on the ground that no honours ought to 
he pa, id to the remains of thosi^ who had eonu* 
here to at tianpt the sla.nght(*r of unarmed women 
a.nd children, d'his prot<‘st» ea.usi'd lO'iiaitinent. 
a.mong memhers of tin* British flying services, 
who declarc'd I hai flu' (Jernnms were brave men 
who, in attempting to hoinh London, had oidy 
o!>ey(‘d ord(‘r^ who had run great, risks, and 
who had c*a.rned tludr right lo the last, token of 
soldicTs’ respect. 

'J’he fnncra.1 was carried out undf*r tlic ilirccr- 
t ion of ( h«? Ki>ya.l Plying (/orps, a.nd a. cont iugent 
of onr flying naai attendc‘d. Six offic(‘rs of the 
Plying Corps w it h hared heads ea.rri<*d the hod\' 
of tho commander from tJie motor lorry to tlio 
gravi'side, and t a-ch ot her <*oflin was carried by 
mc*n of the cH>ips. There. wi*re also present six 
more officers and about fifty men ; among them 
w<Te s€*voral who had earned de(*orat ions for 
eon.spieuoiis bravery in th<* air war. Two 
graves hiul been <iug, one for tho <romma.nd<*r, 
;i.nd a large grave fj>r the fiftecai mc*n. Dn the 
e«>ffin of tht! olli<ei- wais a sinqile inscription, 
his mone not f lien being known : 

\N IUNKNOWN 

CPdtMAX OPPICKB 
KILLED 

WHII.K C'UMMAXDINO 
Zr.CPKMN L.21, 

:1rI> SKI’TIOMItKIi, Iff Iff. 

At the coiK-liision of the £uiH*ral service two 
hnglcrs Houmletl the “Last Post,” while the 
soldiers stood to attention. 

One other airship was badly injured during 
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the raid, although it managed to get awi-y. A 
part of a Zeppelin was picked up in Kast Anglia, 
which proved on examination to be an observa- 
tion car, made of alnininiiiin, and elaborati^ly 
fitteci for an observer to bo lowered a consider- 
able distance lielow the Zepp(‘Iin, to watch the 
country und(*nieath, and to teli‘i)lione what lu* 
saw to the commander above. The casualties 
reported for tli<' raid of Se|>t ember 3 were 
surprisingly ft‘w consid(‘ring tJie number of sliips 
engaged, one man and one woman b<*mg 
ofTficially record(Hl as killed, and 11 men and 
women and two children injured. 

A sea[)lane visited Dover on Sejitember 22, 
dropping three bombs and inflicting no damage. 



[Ilciilh 


FLIGHT COMMANDER W. L. ROBINSON. 
V.C. 

Two nights later iMiotlu'r big airship raid was 
attempted. 'Twelve /('ppelins crossed over th(‘ 
Last and South-Last Coasts. This time their 
main destination was London. They were 
received as they a])proached the shore w ith what 
they themselves dthscrilu'd as “(Extraordinarily 
heavy tire with incendiary s}u*lls.’* Sonu' of 
tlio airships nuuh* i‘or Lincolnshire and th(3 
Eastern Counties. Two made for London from 
the south -c'ast and oiu' from the east. 

Onc^ /(‘ppidin fc'll in flame's in Essc'x, 
every man in it being killed. Another, so 
damagiHl by tlu' British sla'll tire that it could 
not get away, camt' to ('arth by tlu' Esst'x coast. 
'Jlie commander and (*rew bk'w it up, and then 
marched along si'cking someone to wliom tht'y 


could surrender themselves. A special constable 
hearing the noise outside went along the road to 
loam what was the matter. Ho met a group 
of twenty men. One, tlio commander, asked 
him how far it was to a certain town, and on 
learning tliat it was six miles turned, after some 
talk with his men, to the s]iecial const abk‘. 
Another of tlie party volunteered an oxplana- 
tior:. “ Zt'ppelin,” he said. “ We erew' — 
prisoners of war.” The men showed some' 
anxu'ty to be placed in t he hands of the military, 
possibly ft'aring violence from mobs. Some 
mor(' special (constables and j3olice came up 
and the crow wore taken away. 

Daylight r(‘vea.l('d a w’onderfiil siglit. Tlu' 
framework of the Zeppelin, a tangled mass of 
wioekagc' aftf'r the explosion, glistened lik(.'5 thi' 
scak's of some ])r(Ehist orie iiu^nster. Its size 
aniaz(‘d all who saw' it, and visit (a*s exhausted 
t h(*ms(‘lv('s in adjt'ctives to convoy their im- 
pn'ssion. One man descriVu'd it as liki^ “ a 
Crystal Balaei? in ruins.” Cl()s(^ on 700 feet 
long, over tlin'o s(r(>re and U^n feet in diameter, 
ev<‘n though erush('d in, it still gave an over- 
whelming imprr'ssion of greatness. The ex- 
I losion hcvd no! siic(‘('('d('d in t(.)tally destroying 
the ship, and eriongh was left to enable tla* 
Britisli anth«>rit ic's to k'arn full details of the 
newc'st ty[)e of (U'rnian airsliip. 

The ('nd of the airship set in flames in the sky 
was w(‘ll (h'seribed by a Si)eeial Cc^nstable, 
writing in 77n' T'nnvs : 

I watihtMl (»in‘ i»f tlu' Zrppclins muii*r fin* for Fomo 
minutes ; in the sonrehli^lit }>enins slio look<‘(l like an 
ineaiulest'ent Imr of while-hot sleek '^khen she s1a.j2neml 
iincl swnn;< to aiaJ fro in the air for just a percept it)k; 
moment of lime, 'that, in) ilonht, was tho instant wlien 
the ilaiiniLie was done, ainl tho huge craft bec'iiino nri- 
manageal)le. 'I'hen, without drifting at all from her 
apiproximate place in the sky, without any other pre- 
iiminary, she hdl like a stone — first liorizontally ■ 
in her sailing trim — then in a ])osition wddeh raf)i(tly 
heeame alniosl perpendienlar, slio went tlown, a ma.'-s 
of flame. 

The nation did not h'lirn tla^ nCviin; of th(* 
airman to wiiom spt^cial en'dit was duo for tlu' 
destruction of th(* first of the Essi'x ZcEppt'lins 
until early in Octob(*r, wlu'ii it was announced 
that the King had bt^cn ph*txs('d to bestow' the 
Comp»mit^nship of tho Distinguished Service 
Order upon S(H*on(l rdcutonant E. Sowroy and 
Second Jaeiiti'iiant Alfred (h* JkitJi Brandon, 
both attached to the Koyal Flying Corps. 
The decoration was given in recognition of 
their gallant and distinguished service in 
connexion with the succe'ssful attack upon 
(*nemy airships. 
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Mr. Sowrey, who w»vs 23 yoars old, w as a son 
of a Deputy Chief Inspector of Taxes at Somer- 
set House. He was studying for the Indian 
Civil Service wlien the war broki' out, and wa.^ 
then granted a commission in t he l^oyal Kiisi- 
li(»rs. He was woundiHl at Loos, and a.fterwa.nls 
at Ypres. Joining the Hoya.1 Flying Corps in 
January, 1910, he took his pilot's cerlifieate 
in June, and had heim night Hying since. lie 
was with his friiaid Li(Mitenant Uohinson 
when tlie latt<‘r brought <lo\vn the airship at 
Cutlley. Mr. Sowrey had beiai Hying some 
time on the night of tin* raid in Mssexwluai 
ho jiicked U[) tlie Zepp('lin. I h* i\\ onee 
elimbed and attacked it. IJu* /(‘ppelin n plii'd 
vigorously, ami an ama/ang fight in the 
air followed, each manoMivring for ])osition. 
Mr. Sowrey out-inanmuvred his giant oppo- 
nent, attacked him, and caused tin* gas in 
ignite. 

Mr. Brandon, decorated at the saint; time, 
was a New Zt;aland(‘r, .32 yt*ars old, and was a 
barrister in ])ractice in New Zt^aland until the 
war broke out, whiai he rt‘t unit'd homt*. lit* 
jt)ined tlie Flying Corps and distiiigiiish<*d him- 
self, not by the destruction of an>' [larticiilar 




REMOVING A MACHINE GUN AND A BROKI^ FROM THF 

WRECKAGE OF THE CUFFI.EY AIKSHII . 



THK TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


V.)i 


destroyed. In another outlying East London 
district another Zeppt^lin dropped bombs in 
a poor quarter and killed or wounded some 
more folk, but the outrages affected London 
as a whole no more than a pin prick 
would affect a healthy man. Most Londoners 
luiew nothing of what had happened until 
they read about it next morning in the nows- 
papers. The main current of life in the metro- 
polis was not so much affected as it would be 
by a stoppage of traffic at Ludgate Circus for 
lialf an hour. It became clear that to affect 
l^iondon as a uliol(‘. not one or two but a hun- 
<lred raiders, alk)\vod to work their will freely, 
would be necessary. 

The individual sufferings of the few families 
concerned aroused natui'al pity. 13ut in 
London, wli(‘re a man often does not know 



Zeppelin, but by marked gallantry and devo- 
Tion to duty. He had taken conspicuous 
part in several of the biggest air fights in 
Kngland, and had shared in the destruction of 
the ICssex Zeppelin. The tale of his doings 
was familiar to most military airmen, and 
his decoration was univf?rsally regarded as 
thoroughly well deserved. 

One ot the raiders the night of Sep- 
bunber 2li roae}i<*d outer London from tla* 
stiuth, dropjiing bombs at irr(‘gular int(‘rvals. 
Its aelivities strikingly revealed IIk' essential 



THE OBSERVATION CAR FOUND IN EAST ANGLIA. 
Interior and Exterior. 


futility of ibis form of attack against the 
population of a grc‘at city. In one way the 
Gormans were afile to elaim a certain 
amount of success. Some of tin' bombs fell 
on houses — small, two-storied suburban homes 
-and destroyed tlieiu. A certain number of 
the* ininatcJS of tla^se housi's and of pt'ople in 
the streets nt'n' killed or mutilated. One 
bomb fell in a front garilen iind killed or 
wounded people. Thf3 pecuniary total of 
the damage did not, it is true, amount to 
a fraetion of the eost nf the two Zeppelins 


the name of his next-door neighbour and 
would not ree.ogniz'^ him by sight, there 
was no sense ot common suffering such as 
accompanies a tragedy in a smaller district. 
A retired shopke(‘per and his wife lived in a 
villa facing the main road. Aroused by tht; 
noise they came to tJui front door to find 
out what wtfs the matter. A bomb dropped 
in tlic gardiui in front of the house, and 
killed both of them. A ipan was found standing 
dazed outside his house. He declared that a 
bomb burst iinr in the roadway had bkavii him 
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out of the front window. He helped to carry his 
« laughter, a girl clerk, out of the houst', »\nd tlu'ii 
iho two were taken to hospital. Botli di(‘d, the 
lather from injury to the ab<lonien, and Iho 
daughter from shock and injury to the s])ine. 
A tobacconist’s manager left his wife standing 
by the front door of the shop and went upstairs 
to sec after the children. As he hcait ovia* (heir 
bed, the ceiling fell down on them. A bomb 
»*\ploding near by had wrecked the house and 
start<*‘l a fire. The father was unahh' tti iiuike a 
way downstairs, and so t*arried the 4']iil(ln‘n out 
of the front window and along sonu* Iedg<‘s 1 m 


I ‘hi 


time." An hour latei- he \\ as dead. .An insm am-i* 
elerk was decapitated aiid eould only b»‘ 
identified by his elothing. 

Th(' age and <*allings of (ho vietims ean he^t 
he judgj'd hy tht* i-ases in the first da\’'s iiupie-( - . 
The agi‘ <»f caeh is gi\en in hiaekets : 


Kreiifli polisher (5S). 
W’ltKlow flcjiiHT (r>7}. 
(i.r.O. '>iii«or (.">.■»). 

Two irifii (.‘1 1 ami ‘tri). 
liwiir.uu-f ulork (ll.'O. 
Stovoaon> ( t:i). 

( 'ni inan 

‘ ';i -u.il w ar.l a 1 1 t inhi 11 1 ( 


Miirriotl woman. 

K. I\. Iv.t\ ]a i\ ate' , \\ itr, 

Hartnaul ( 10). 
t ’arptnil ('r\ wi^hiw (ti:U. 

I laker':, \\ ulow J 7 I ). 

ShiieiMnaii’s w ift‘. 

K.K.A, r'.s wiie (l’io 

I’heir ilanehler ( I :i inoni h 

l*'Mf;iiie»T’.-, '-on (1 
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another .shop. W hen lie came bac^k to wlien* his 
wife hatl been he found her horribly mutilat<‘<l - 
desad. The bomb laid explothnl right in front of 
her, 

A woman, tlu^ ^^'ife of a xai’ic^ty ])ei'fr>rmer, 
w as caring for tin* four-year-okl elu'ld of a friend, 
on the way home from South Africa. Jf<hns 
from an explosion fell on them and erushed and 
>uffoefited both. A printer’s readeT, }i(‘ariiig the 
noise of the bombs, wont to seek his two 
daughters. They found him lying in the roatl- 
way. “ I don’t f(;ol very mneh hurt,” he 
deelarcd bravely. “ A""ou can take* pkaity^ of 


'1 fa-re uere tales in pl« ftt\ of cpiief lieroi^ni. 
A do< (or wc-n1 to o»ie iiijnrtsl about tin- 

fieail juid face. " DouM holfjer about me,” siw- 
murmu!(‘d. “Attend to the others who are 
iii<»re seriously injured." .\ <iirl of 1 It \\je 
^iifitiL'^ up waiting for lier- j.areftts to eona^ borne. 
A )>omh hurst near by, hlosving the w hok* sirle 
of the Jionsein. I'heehiJd, n-eovering her senses, 
j-»-meii-l>» red her baby hpot lua* upstairs 'The 
slairs were brc>k«*ii and .some of the steps 
k!ioek«‘d out. She <*limlied up thcaii, piek(‘d tJio 
hah\ out of bed. and earned if into the dark 
street. Hen^ for the mrntieiit her heart .shor»k. 
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m\(\ kneeling down on the ronclway sIkj prayo<l 
for help. Then she took off her dress and 
wrapped it round her c*harg<\ 

A spoeial constable coming along told her to 
take shelter. “ I kiu*sv J must take my baby 
bi’other to a. liospilal,” she afterwards said, and 
she took him along. Yliero it was found that 
she hors(»lf was woundt'd. The littki maid sonu'- 
tiiia^ afterwartls leeeivod the Carnegie Medal 
for bravt^ry. 

T1k‘ ohieial returns gave the easualtk's due 
to this raid as l U ) — W killed aial 110 injurt'd- 
Of these, 2S w(*re killed and 00 injured in the 
mt'tropolil an area. Fourteen bombs wen* 
<lrop]U'd on a Midland Unvn, killing four persons 
and injiiririg s(‘\ en. On the Nia th-Fast (^>ast, 
/e[)pelins attacked by laiul, while submarines 
attaekt'd fishing bt)afs by sea. The submarines 
were far more sue<*(\ssful than the airshi[)s, h>r 
they sunk 12 Orimsby trawlers. 

On the following ^londay night there came 
another attack, now by s<‘ven Ze[)pelins. This 
time some industrial centn\s in the North were 
aimed at, and a number t)f small houses, the 
homes of working people, were destroyed. 
The airships approachetl various important 
centres but were driven off them by heavy 
gunfire. In one place a Zeppelin reached a 
congested w’orking cla-ss quarter and dropped 


boni])S on it. A claqx'l was wn'cked, 40 small 
house's damagt'd, and a- number of men, wornt'ii 
au<l children kilkul. TJiirty*six Tioflies wen* 
n*covered from the ruins in two days. '^Phe 
flimsy lioiises afforded no prote<dioii, and under 
Ihc! force of the ln^avv ex[)losi\('!S most of the 
vic^fims were buried in th<^ ruins. In f>iie house 
alone, fatht'r, mol her and five eliildn*!! w'ere all 
killed. Ill aimf h('r town in the North Midlands 
12 l)oml)s w (*n' dropped and 11 ])(*rsons killed. 
The know n losses from this raiil w t*re returne»l 
on the following day as Ihi killerl and 27 injured, 
hut it was fcan*d that there W(Tc still more lo 
be aceounted for under tlie ruins of some of the 
houses, it was rt'portcnl from viirious quarters 
that not a factory or pla<*e of any inilitarx 
importance had bee*n touched. On the snnu' 
evening an airshi]) visited the Southern (7)ast 
but w^as discovered by searchlights and qiiiokl> 
r<'(rcatcd before lieavy gunfire. The (h^rmans 
claimed on this o<M.*asioii “to have bombartlcd 
lavishly, with 0 X})losiv^(^ and incendiary bombs, 
with visibly good result, the liritish naval port 
of Portsmouth, the reinforced places at the 
mouth of tlio Tliaines, and industrial and 
railw’ay installations of military iniportanee in 
Central England, including York, Leeds. 
Lincoln and Derby.’’ 

The third of these attacks, in some ways 
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the most formidable series yet launelied 
against England, was on the night of OcAu))cv 1, 
when 10 Zeppelins crossed the East Coast and 
made another attempt on London. U'lu' seeiu^ 
was in many wa^^s a repetition of that a. month 
before. The anti-aireraft gnus around J^onilon 
wwe actively engaged. One Zepjielin was s<‘t‘n 
ij.ppronx’hing shortly before midnight, and was 
bombarded. The searchlights caught it, h^si 
it, and caught it again. Tlu^ gunfire was 
clearly very etTective. Suddenly it ceased aiul 
the searchlights were cut off. A suddtn 
glow came in the sky, first a en‘,scent of firt* 
wdiicli grew with almost iucr(‘dil)le ra])i(lity to a 
round ball, and thtai to a great, long sla'ot of 
flame. To soiiu^ gazing at it, it was as though 
the sword of the Aiigel of W'nitli was '-trctcluMl 
over London. Then the line of tlame f(‘l!, 
faster and fastt*r. As it d<\s(‘end(‘d it. l)rok(‘ 
in two, and tlio main gondola, st'parating 
from the liuU fell still more rapidly by itself. 
As it n*aehed earth with em)rm()us monu'ntum, 
at Totter’s Ear, tlie crcwvds assembl(‘d at 
a thousand ])oints starl(‘d singing ‘MJod 
Save the King.” 'Tlie speel ac\ilar fall ecaikl 
btj ck'arly Si'cn from Tunbridge Wells on 


one side to the taul of the I bane Count it‘s 
on the otlier. ^Millions witnessed it, and 
men realized that t)ie w Drsl m<‘nae(‘ of the 
Zeppeliti was now over. 'They might eo]iu' 
again, doing evtai greater harm. Hut ait 
hawf, ^vo had weaipons anal mcai to light them. 

Tile credit on this occaisiou wais mainlN’ alue 
to Seeoiid Ijieuta'Uamt Tempe-^l , <»f tin- Hoyad 
Klyiiig Corjis, tni<‘ of foui* soldia'r hn»thei-s 
\ »‘iirs old, am<l a son <)f tlie (Miaiiaaiam of the 
l*onteti’aet (\\ a‘^t Hiding) Maigi-^t rail es. Mr*. 
'r<‘mj)est was shortly aifteruards ah'eorjtiriJ with 
lh(‘ Distinguished Sei*\ i<*a' Ordar. 

As tha* bui*uiug aiirship fa'll taa the giaainal, 
se\a*ra! a>f the, eit'W tiling t ha‘msa*l\ a'S aai* Wa'ra' 
thraiwil from it. Tha'il* haialia'S wa’ra' sa-iitta'l’a'al 
o\'a*r tha' graiunal, n. shaping ma‘:iah>w, aind pra*- 
sa'iita al ai liida'ous sight. It wais found aai a'vaimi 
nation thad tlu' (‘a ammana la'i* aaf tha* aiirship had 
ha‘a‘ii im la'ss a man than Mait hy, t lia* ha*st knaawn 
a>f aill tha' Za*ppi‘lin a*.! pt .1 i I is. In an int a*i'\'ia‘w 
gi\a'U to an Ama'rieaUi ja aui'liall ist saama^ littla' 
tiina* ])a‘fa)ra‘, Mathv a h‘a*Iart‘a 1 that ha* haal talv(*u 
pant in a*\a*ry raiial aaii l^kiglaiial. Wliaii aska'al 
jihaaut alaiiga*!* fraam aa‘i*ophi.na* attawks. ha* riali 
<*ula*d tlu* iiotiam of alauiga*!* fraam solitary j»lana';. 
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WRECKAGE OF THE BURNT ZEPPELIN BROUGHT DOWN IN ESSEX, SEPTEMBER 24, 1916. 


“I am not afraid of tlioiii,” hu said tlien, “I was recognized tluit Zeppelins iniglil on any 

think I could make it interesting for them, favourahk; occasion make a way through iin- 

unleas there was a r(‘gular swarm.” It was to d('fend(‘d gaps, nnk'ss the gn^atest care and 

an aero])lane that he owed his end. watchfulness wore (‘xercis(‘d. 'riierefore, defen- 

“ Our revenge must be brutal !” the sivM' air prt‘])arations of every kind were still 
Ncucfite Xachn'cfiloi declared, wlu'ii lamenting furth(‘r pushed on. 

the loss <»f a Zep[)elin. “ It is not know'n lanv ^Fhere came a pause, last ing over some W('eks. 

the disast('r occurred, but one thing seems to b(‘ Then on the night of XovcMuber 21 a Tuimber of 

certain — tlud. tlie Knglish anti-aircraft, service airshij.)s apju'oaelu^d the Xorth-I ast (.V)ast of 

has become b(‘lt<T and therefore more dangerous Kngland On t his occasion, London w as 

for our men,” Critics in Americ.a began to talk carefully a.voided. 'J'he Xorth-Kast Coast was 

of t h(i Zt'ppelin a.s an exploded instrument of |)repa.red for them. ''Plie ('Jerman ollieial state*- 

war, 'rh(' British a.uthoriti(‘s, how(‘ver, by no merd admi(t(‘d, “The* d(‘fencc w'as extraordi- 

means a.<lopted tlur vk’W that thci danger was narily powei’ful.” J’he night was unusually 

over. With a long line of coast to defend, it still. As (.)n(; Zeppt'lin di'ow nf'ar, it was 
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WRECKAGE OF BURNT ZEPPELIN 
BROUGHT DOWN AT POTTER’S BAR. 


looaiod })y tho soarchliglits. wliich could 
not bo sliaki'Ti off, howover it dodged and 
twisted. Tlicro follow<'d tlio now familiar 
spi'otacle. A ball of brilliant light aj)])carcd 
in the hull of the vcss(‘l. It quickly bccarm' 
a mass of llarno, lighting iqj the country 
for 40 miles around. Th ?n the nose of 
tho airship dropped straight to I'urth and it 
began to fall, splitting into two parts before it 
plunged into tho sea. The great armii's of 
spectators sung tho National Anthoin, as their 
fellow-countrymen had done earlier arouiul 
London. 

A second airship trcavclled over the Midland 
counties dropping bombs. At six in the 
morning, when the first signs showed th(‘m 


M'lves across the sky of the coming of dawn, it 
drew nea.r the Norfolk c.,asf. Ac'roplanes wc're 
•'^tdl attcMiipting t«. attack it, and it was firing 
en tlaan. ’Phe Zepjx'lin mo\ed slowly liki' a 
badly woundod bird making h.r home'. It was 
ele.u* that, it had siilYen-d much in tla' tiglit. 
I la‘ rrew cN'idtailly <‘||rctod some iTpaii's. fia* 
:is tlw' airship approadu'd ifir laial del'.-iuTs it 
ros.* in the air to a luaght- of S.ono fert . and 
suddenly put on high sp.-.-d. It seemed for (la* 
moment. a,s though it. must. es<-ape. Nif„> miles 
out at sea. hmr machines of the lloyal Na,val 



THE NOSE OF L 3.V 


Air 8(‘rvicc attack(‘d it , and an armed l.ra.w ler 
op(!ned gimfire. bomi a glowing sjiot ap[)ean*d 
on its side, and spread fore a,nd aft. and tla' 
ship, blazing from end to »‘iid, a, Iso fell into tlui 
s('a. Thri'c ofiicers of the K.oya.1 Na-val Air 
Service were di'eorafed for th(‘ir work during 
this raid. Tho Distinguished Service Onhr 
w as bestowed upon PMight -Lieuteiumt F.ilward 
L. Pulling: and the Distinguished Serviei* 
Lr(»ss on Flight-Lieutenant Egbert ('a.ilhura. 



THE FRAMEWORK OF 


33 IN A IIEI.D IN ESSEX. 


200 


THE TIMES HISTOBY OF THE WAR. 



THE WRECK OF I, 33. 
Showing the great length of the airship. 


Hiul Flight Sub-hiciilcnant Gorurd \V, K. 
Fanr. 

"riio Z(*[)p<‘lins liad iidliftc'd lilllo daiiia.g<‘. 
Over a hiiiidn'd l)()in)>s \v(‘ro dropjx'd. Init tlir 
<d‘f(H*t was surprisingly small, lii one town 
IT) houses \V(T(‘ s(‘riously injured. One woman 
di(‘d from shoek, and five men, seven women 
and four eliildrcuv wen^ injured. 

The sauK! morning, whilt^ I'kigland wuxs ro- 
joieing over the d(‘feat of the Zej»p(‘lins, a fresh 
blow was striKjk at London. For over a yi'ar 
ex[)orts had ant i(*ipat(‘d that attempts would 
be made to attack Tiondon in dayliglit by 
ac'roplane. On Tuesday, November 28, a 
(Jerman aeroplane, taking advantage of a slight 


haze, made for London, flying at a. great height, 
Tt was unobservt'd until its liombs began to 
fall. Six bombs in all were sent down, and 
nine persons were injured. The raiders quickly 
turned biiek. That afternoon, at a (|uarter 
})ast two, the FreiuL at Dunkirk brought, down 
the j)lane as it passc'd. It earrit'd two naval 
licuU'nants, and with them was a larg»5 scale 
ma[) of hondon. 

What did the ineidcait. signify V W'as it the 
beginning of a new (‘ra in tbe air war against 
London, w luai the Zeppelin was to be abandoned 
and a.(‘ro]>la.nes tak(' its pla.e(‘, or was it. merely 
th<‘ incid(*ntal activity of some adventurous 
German otlieers ? 



I LIGHT-COMMANDER BRANDON’S AEROPLANE. 
Presiciitcd by the CJaekwar of Haroda. 




CHAPTER CLVlll. 


THE ADVANCE TOWARDS 
BAGHDAD. 


OrKKATiONSiN WINTER OF H)14 Rkcat.lkd Lohd I! mm»in(ji: at r*Asu\ Movements in .I aneaky, 
1915 AcvrioNs at Ahwaz and Shaiha .X'I'ti'im’di: oi' the Ah\ms Condi'I’ions of (’ami’menivg 
in TiiRKisn Araiua- Sir .Iohn Nixon's Command Puosim-mts of an Advance H \t pee of 
Harjasiya--- !Tie Kin(;'s Messa<;e 'The Position at Kokn.v Puohm'ai for ( 1o\ i;rn men'P of 
Indt.v — The Hectsion to Advance Cenehae Nixon's I )isFosn’io\s Cenerae Cohidnce 
(Jenerae Townshitnd's Oi’i'HiA'noNs ()c( ri'\rio\ ok Xasrieh 'The liArri,!': of Ki/i’ (Jenerae 
Townshend’s Vmtorv - 'PiiE Dec ision to Ad\ \n( e on P>aciii)AI) (Ii-inerae 'I'ownsii en d’s 
VTews Mr. Asoditii's Sfeech 'Fiie Hritish Peim ise PA'rri.E of Ctesiihion (’acses of 
Failure - Withdrawal to J^a.ji Pxetre\t to Krr Jxct P>esie( ed 'I'iie Dcicstion of 
Hespunsihieijv. 


A n earlier chapter, eiitith'cl “'I’he 
Invasion of Clmldeji,” * gave an 
acteount. of the hoslilitic's IxMweon 
the* 'Purks ami tlu' .Hrilish force ‘s ai 
llio head of the PcTsiaii (hilf during I he winter 
of 1914. 

The ehajitcM’ began with a d(*seri|)t ion of this 
great, inland s(?a, and showe'd how from the* 
earliest ages it.s lonely waters iind arid shores 
hul borne an ini])ortant [lart in the history <»f 
the Kaslern World. The eond.tions under w hich 
the control of tlie (lulf fell into tin* hands of 
(Ireat Britain three centuries ago wt-n* fully 
explained, and it wtis made clear that, ever 
.since, that time British intluenee, liad t)ec*ii 
used for the extirpation of piracy and slavery, 
for the maintenance of firder, and for the free- 
dom of trade. 'Plie chapter went on to recount 
the steps takc'Ti by other nations with tin- 
object of undermining the British pr)sition 
especially the efforts of tlu^ 4'urks to push 
forward along tlie western shores of the Cult, 
and the attempts of tlu^ Cermans during the 
last 20 year.s to obtain a Tooting in this 
part of tlic world. It was pointed out that the 
♦ Vol. 111. Uluiptor bll. 

Vol. X. -Part 123 


main ohji'ct of Cermany had Ihmmi, nol lo get a 
shun* in I he (hilf lra.de in pi'arls and wln'at 
a.nd dales, ri<*h as that might. lMMM)m(‘, hnt to 
(‘slahlish herself on the (lulf its a political 
powei’. Snp|)(»rte(l hy the 4'iirks, a.nd having 
a.t her l)a.ek a Cei’man ra.ilway through Western 
.\sia, with its terminus at. th(' uneienl. port of 
P>a. aa, shi* would then ha-ve gaiiu'd a. posit i«)n 
fnuu which she could mameiivrc^ after her way 
a.gain.st British supremaey in tho Fast. 
Finally, it was shown that. Croat, Britain had 
gained a m‘W' intt resi, arid ta.Ue!n upon lierself 
a new respoiisihilil y, liy t he. ae<juisition of a 
valua.bl(‘ line of oil wells in Pi'rsian leiTilory 
iu*ar tlaCPurUish frontier, tliooil being dost ined 
for t.h(‘ use of the British Na\'y. 

'Phe ehapter e|t>,-.e(l with a )>rief revie.w of the 
military operations. 'Phis na.rra.tive showed 
that, Ix’fort! 'Purke\' Iwul dei-hin'd herself, the 
Covermia nt. of India had sent a hriga.de, under 
Briga.dier-Cenera.l Delamain, to the island <»f 
Bahrein, in the Culf ; tha.t imna'cliately a.fter 
tlie dec-Iaration of hostilities this small for<*e 
hail sei/j‘d Fao, at the mouth of the Sliatl, al- 
Arah, a.nd pushed on some, miles fa.rtlier up 
tlie river ; tliat it liad then b(!en joined by two 
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MAJ0R-(»KNRRAL sir CHARLES V. F. TOWNSHEND, K.C.R., D.S.O., 
Who commanded the British Force beleaguered in Kut-el-Amara. 


more' ; tha,( \n tli<‘ course of llio ih‘x( 

IVw weeks tlie eortihiii<-(l f<»n*e, now a division 
under tl»e <*(mimatid of Major-t J(‘nera.l >>ir 
Art lull* Ihirrelt, lia.il after one or two sha.r() 
lights oeeiii)ieil (NowmlxT TA, llflf) iho p.wt 
of lU-ira itself, a,nd ( Dt'eee.ilnr It, 1U14) the 
U)wn of Kiirna lU'arly oh miles farther 
n(M-tli, at file confliKMice of th<‘ Euphrates and 
1'ij^ris ; and llial ])y tlie capture of these jioinls 
I lie Hrilisli troops ha,d establislied tluanselves 
in a ]>osition not only to prot<M*l the oil wells, 
hut to eoiitrol completely the Iowit course of 
the coinhined rivers, thereby blocking the 
Cemuiii railway scheme. 

In Febriuiry» the \ iceroy of India, 

Lord llardinge of reiishiirst, ])aid a visit to 
tlie head quart (‘I's of tlu' force, which wais under 
the control of the Imlian (Government, and 
inspected some neighbouring jHiints. He had 
come, he told the p(*ople of Basra, to sco local 
conditions for himself, in order the better to 
judge W'liat me'asures w’tTO ne'cessary. His 
conchisions w e‘re, of course, not made public ; 
but all theui si'eined fairly satisfactory. The 
Turks had offered no very stubborn resistance, 
and though it was know n that some Turkish 


force's, supported by Arab tribesmeau ^^eTv 
still holding the e*ouu(ry beyond our outposts, 
it Avas ge‘ne*ra,lly beliewed that at this distant 
e‘xtivmily of the d'urkish Empire the emenuN 
woiilel be' unable* te) dewelo]) any great show^ of 
stivngth. The* British feiive was suppewe'el te> 
be*, fully e*apable* e)f lieileling its own and ile)ing 
the* weu*k re-ejuiivel e)f it, few no large* se*heme .)t 
territ e>rial e'onepie'st hael the'nbe*e‘n put forw^arel. 
Me)re*e)ve*r, the Arab tribe's whose* territe.wy sur- 
rounfle*d the* positieins held by our treiops, anel 
slre-te-lie-d fe)!* many Imndre'el mile*s inland, 
Wi*re beli(*ved te) be disahVede*d, if imt hostile*, 
towards the 'rurks, and seime were* on friendly 
ti.*rms with the* in\*aele'rs. 

Even so, Lorel Ihirdinge*, who betore the war 
had been rightly e)ppe)se*d to the despatch of a 
force to safe*guard British inte*re*sts in Southern 
Persia, must have left the ( lulf with the feeling 
that the yirotection of the oil wells and the 
blocking of the (lerman railway had already 
involve-d an exi)e‘dition which must prove a 
sensible burden ein the military re*sonrees of 
India, already h(*avily drawn upon for Hurope 
and Africa. But this could no doubt be 
borne if no further advance was contemplated. 



1 in\ 1 1 M hs ///N7o/,‘V nf^' 77//; 


\IL\ 
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Unfortunately, as a.ll history sliou.^, ,t is not 
Oitsy,\vlK*n part of a foreijru Asiat ic eountrv 
invaded and txeiipit'd, to set litnits to the 
forward inovemeot of the iinadiiiLr for«M-. ii 
is generally foinui, \\hate\(‘r the' intention may 
he, that a.s soon as the advaiiet* ee{iM‘s repofi-, 
ot hostile gatherings })egin to come m. 


natural 

tendt‘ne^’ is l<i 

• i*egard th«'se 

l’jU her 

ings as 

a tlang(‘r. Jt i 

>= felt that if 

tiny ;in 

a.llowiHl 

to ina!;e head 

unehe<-lvid t| 

ll« eltrit 

upon the surrounding 

eoiintiy may' 

heei mu 

serious. 

and that, for 

the pi‘a.e(‘ if 

not the 

si‘<Mirif-y 

of the in\ a.ding force, t hi‘v 

must he 


"I-- ii,i> h,,-, I,,.,... .1..,,.. 

Iln-iv I.- ^con iifus III' iiiM.I lii r ;rnllu-rinK 
^11, il tiu. i.r i,,,|.nuii..w 

ll-llll- III CNII.UllI, .Hill willl il ||„. ^1/,. 

">|,l,,\|.,l. Siiil, ..,,11,11 

•in likr II,,' I j, .,|- 

I•,■.llll III III,' lillllili,,.; |,|, ,|,,|,|i,,j,„|., 

I' .> I.irm'lv III thi. u.'u III.,, ||„. 
l!iili.l, i'in|ii,',.. ,,, I 

• p at a. tiitw'. imiih sej )ara.f ed tMiiiinallx h\' 
\a.^t lra.i*ts of i. rntoiy, t he\- have at la.^l 
h(‘eoine pra.eti.*a,llN <-(mlerminoiis. 

I he prohahic' n'-^ult ot the inva.sion from the 



OENKRAL SIR JOHN NIXON, K.C.R., A.D.C., 

General Commanding Indian Expeditionary Force until the beginning of the operations 

for the relief of Km. 
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ONE OF THE DOUBEE-ENTRIRD GATEWAYS OF ZOHHIK, NHAK BASRA. 


IVrHiiui Gulf liad f()rc*s('(‘n. An oHicial 

of Indian oxporif‘n(*(‘, sj)(‘aking in London 
('arlicr in 11)1 E tnadc llio followinpj roniarks 
n'^^ardiii^ a oossi))l(' <'X|)(*dif ion lo Soiitliorn 
P(Tsia : 

'I’lu* <)C(iipji!i(*n of Southern Tersiji l)v' T'rifisli <ro(*p.'; 
invoKo a very serious (levolopment of nulitary 
slrr'nj^th, and ])ut a <*uiisideral>lo strain on our Indian 
army, Nofhinn could 1)0 worst* than sendiuf.' an insnfh- 
<'i<*nt forea, ns wo <lid heh>re, and a snlheionl. force will 
ho a lar^o force. Nor cjin wr« assume llial the occupation 
W’oiild ho temporary. All oxperieneo points the other 
way. Considt'ring all tlie possible eventualities irivoIvc<I, 
I fool that our < h*v»'rniuent/ will do w<*ll to bo very 
cjuitions in commit tinu the country to such a move. 
Tlio .supply of British bnyonets is limited. 

WliM-t- applied 1o a Hritisli ('X])(Hlition to 
Soiithmi IVrsia. applied witli fonv to 

an expedition wliit-h was to inelude in its scope 
Ji IttndiiiK on the coast, of Turkish Araliia. 
Kvenhs soon sliowed tliat thc‘ forecast had l)e(‘n 
com'ct. 

Already, in the latter part of .faniiary, lOlo. 
it hml ])een thoui^ht necessary to piisli out a. 
force from Kurna in order to break up a 
hostile j^atheriiig to tlu' northward, and tliere 
had Ix'en sonu' fiuhtin^^. One olh<'<*r, ;Ma’p)r 
AF. H. Andt'rson, of tin' IBlrd (Rivalry, nas 
afterwanls hrt)ught to notice for having on 
this occasion “led a siicc(\ssful cliarge against 
th(^ enemy with conspicaious gallantry and 
resolution. He had two liorses shot undt*r 
him.’* Another, Oaptain H. E. Scott, of the 
Indian Medical Service, “ displayed great 
devotion and eonrage in attending wounded in 


the open, in face of rith' tire at comparatively 
close quarh'rs." In tlu* (ual the enemy were 
])ressed hack, ])ut th<' gatln'i’ing was not really 
broken up. It was known that a (^onsid(*rahle 
ninnber of Turks and .Arabs nanaiiK'd in this 
direction, and at a point, from wdiieh they 
could threatc'n alik<‘ t Ik' British position to tla^ 
soulli and the line of oil w('lls to the (‘astward 
aen)ss th(‘ P(‘rsian frontiia*. Ihis incident liad 
occurred aetnally Ix'fon* tli(‘ N’iem'oy’s visit, 
so that the whoh' state' of affairs must ha.ve 
he'cii well known to the' Indian ( Jovernment. 

Little iiK^ro than a inonth lat(‘r it b(‘(;ame 
ek'ar that tlu' enemy meant misehi(*f. A 
British brigade* hael l>e‘e*n se*nt up ne)t le)ng 
he'fore to garrison the* town e:)f Ahwaz, in 
Tk'rsian lorriteu’y. close to the main point 
the eiil we'lls. Ke'ce'iving news of a gatFiering 
to the^ we'stwaril, tile's eommaneler of tlie garrison 
sent out a re'e'e>ima.issa.ne*e in force to ascertain 
its iiiimhe*rs and disposition. The3 enemy was 
found to he) 12,000 strong, iiiehiding two or 
three re^ginu'iits e)f re'gular Turkisli infantry 
and a contingent of Arabs ; and though the 
British force consist eel of troops e:)f all arms 
it f(.uind some diOieulty in efTe*eting its retire- 
ment, the^ enemy making repeated efforts to 
cut it off. Five Britisli oflieers were killed, 
imd the losse*s of tlie* Indian troops were con- 
sidtn’able — nearly 200 in all. The nature of the 
light may be gathered from a dispatch after- 
wards sent in by Sir Arthur Barrett, bringing 
to notice tlie services of several olYicers. Cap- 
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tain W. M. Hunt, of tho 2:{r(l Mountain 
Battorv, Jiad “ displayed conspicuous coohirss 
an<l bravery in repeati'dly che<*kin^ the eia iny 
with liis own rifle, altiiou^li sext'n ly \\ound(‘d, 
and thus enabling liis .section ol tlu* I’rjnt 
Mount ain Battery to wit lid raw a t a most 
critical .stage of tlio figlit.” Second lacutenant 
}l. J. Baillio, 2nd Battalion Dorset Ih'i^imont, 
had “ disphwcd conspicuous covatige. With a 
handful of men lie gallantly checked tla* 
advance of ovi'rwheltning nurnber.s of the enein\ . 
and was thus instrumental in saving m;m\ ot 
our W'Oiindc'd from falling into tlnar IuiimIs." 
(Vi-ptaiii A. K. Thomson, 7th Rajputs, luul at 
a critical moment “ displayed great initiative 
in collecting as many men as lie could aial 
liolding a position to cover the retirement. 
He next gallantly led a bayonet charge aga.inst 
a party of the enemy who w'(‘ro hloeking th(‘ 
road to camp, and succecdi'd in clearing tluMu 
out.” JJcutt'narit H. H. Shcc'pshaiiks. 12th 
(Uwalry, had been conspicuous for his gallaulry 
and skilfid handling of a small body of cavalry. 

Reforming his troop he rcpi^ateilly chargi'd 
the foremo.st lines of tli<' ericin;) and inflicted 
heavy lo.ss on tla'iii.” 

The total lo.s.ses of the cii(‘iiiy w(‘n‘ afterwai-ds 
estimatefl at 000 killed and very many wounded. 
However this ma-v he, it w’as (widiaitly a sharp 


• I'lioii. Ill which iln‘ ciieiux' show ('d c<M\^^idcr- 
al>l« tight ing pow < r. 

Oil th»* day t h.u tliis ciu iaint jm- w a*^ l.iUing 
plac< to iht' exiiiMiic cast »>f thi‘ liiu' of jiositioiis 
heUi by till' expedit ionarv force a.nother 
eiiciuinter took pl.ici' at the opposite cii<l 
line. Inn miles away to the \\e>sl, 
he\onil 1 here, on ri'ports of a 

gatlieriug a.t Xakh.nl.i., miles or so up the 
iMJphrates, a ea,\alr\ i‘ecomia.issaiu*e was sent 
‘aif to aMeita.in c. .nditioiis. As thi' Ihitish 
ti'i’ci- withdrew it w.i . tolloweii up 1)\' a body of 
l.oUU horsemen. 'I ht'-c were skillull\' drawn on 
to a <*oiiccaled |>o>iiion oirenjiied hy intaritry 
and guns. 1'he\ >uncred hea.\ ilN and fle<| hack 
to \a.kha.ila. hut not until l]ie\ laid inflieled 
some lo^> on onr people, luuir Hrilish a.nd two 
Indi.m oMieei*.^ were killed, atid the enemy 
reac hed Jshaiba-. a, piiint only fiyi' or six miles 
Irom l>asra itself, tor, tn Sir .\rthur Ha-rrett’s 
despateh ln'tore i|uot<‘d, t nvo oHieer.s w ere 
hrou^ht to iiotiei' lor gooil ser\ ice a.t thi.s place, 

I hcj-e were bieut.'t'ol. (\ S. Stack, .‘htrd ( ^tva.lrv, 
who was “s<*vei’el\ wounded while displaying 
izieat personal gallantry and handling hrs 
reeinient in a most .skilful inannei-.*’ and 
Captain II. (’. West, S llatti'ry, K.IL.A., who 
“at a critical momi'iit of tlit^ operations, wlwui 
tlu’ teams of a gun and n wagon were down, 
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displayed conspicuous coolness and coiirago in 
keeping the enemy at bay with his revolvt^r, 
whilst ho enabled Ins helpless drivers to escape 
on foot.” 

These two small fights at the two ends of tlu‘ 
British front have been noticed in some detail 
because they had a considerable significance. 
In themselves they were not important. A 
reconnaissance, as its name implies, is an 
operation where the main object is to recon- 
noitre, not to beat the enemy, and the force stsit 
out is intended to return to tlie point from which 
it started. But when the enemy receives a 
reconnoitring force with such active oi^position, 
and follows it up so shrewdly, it becomes evident 
that he is in strength and in a figliting temper. 
There is not much prospect under sueli con- 
ditions of a foreign invader being left un- 
molested in possession of the ground he has 
occupied. Therefore, even in the month of 
March, 1915, the Turks and Arabs confront ing 
our expeditionary force had given proof tliat. it 
was likely to have more work in front of it 
before it could hope to settle down in pence, 

And here it may be desirable to touch upon 
some of the circimistancos in whicli, if furtli(‘r 
trouble occurred, the British troops wouM Iwive 
to fight. 

It has been said that the surrounding country 
was held by Arab tribes, that they wen^ Ix'lieved 
to bo disaffected towards the Turks, and that 
the Turks themselves were thought to he unlikely 
to develop great strength. I3ut it had now 
become known that the Tiukish regular tro(»ps 
wore in some numbers, and that they had, in 
fact, been joined by large bodies of Arabs, Tlu‘ 
Arab perhaps was not a very formidable enemy 
at close quarters. Brave enough in o<!easioual 
instances, he was, as a rule, a marainler rather 
than a soldier. But, for all that, in his own 
country ho was not an enemy to bo despist'd. 
Light and well mounted, and often well armed, 
he could, on his sandy plains, ride all ro\ind our 
heavily -weighted cavalry, and ho could harass 
a British force by day and night with continual 
” sniping.” A blow at him w as a blow sxx*nt in 
the air, for his swarms scattered as soon as they 
were attacked, and disai^pearetl in the distance*, 
perhaps vanishing into the magic trees and 
lakes of his desert mirage. And though there' 
was no love lost between him and the Turk, who 
had usurped his heritage and occupied the 
capital of his Khalifs ; though many of his 
tribes had even, in long past days, hekl the 


taitli of the Christian iiwader ; yt‘t, after all. the 
Arab was now a Mussulman, an<l in his own eyes 
the very aristt>era(*y of Islam. Had not tlio 
Trophet himself been an Arab of the Arabs ? 
Thc'refore, when his couiitry was invaded by 
the Infidel, it was only natural that the Arab 
should, as a rule, side w'ith the Mussulman 
Turk. And h!s swift bands of horsemen formed 
the most valuable su[>port whieh tlio Turkish 
troops eouki have. Jn their liour of defeat tlie 
.\rab might, and did, turn iq^on thcMu, robbing 
nnd murdering tlx'ir woundo<l ; but so long as 
they sotanod to Ix' in superior strength ho 
roiwlorotl them efiici<‘nt s(‘rviee, bringing thorn 
information nnd eox'j'ring their eohimns. At 
linu's he ov'en ft>iight gallantly by their side, 
helping to fill their trenches and jxmring liis ritb? 
tiro into the a<lvancing line of bayoiu'ts. 

Moreover, tlx' ecnmlry di<l not- all consist of 
arid ]>lains. At c'erlain seasons of the year 1 h<^ 
'Tigris and 10ii|)hrat(‘S earm^ down from tlie 
north in flood, and all about their lower courses 
th(*y spread uvea* the flat, land, forming vast 
rnarslH^s, nevt'r wholly dry, wh<*n' the Arab 
aliHH' w’as at hoiiu'. 'I’'lic'r(» his village's were 
miniature islands rising only a few feet fre)m 
the' waste of shallow watc'rs, or I'veii e'l\istt*rs of 
light hilts he)rn(‘ t)n floating raffs of ri'exis. In 
sneh a eonntiy the haif nake'd marsh Arabs, 
with tlioir swwins (jf narrow’ <*anoes drawing a 
few inelies of water, wt're almost as ino])ile anil 
elusive as the horsi'inon of thee desert, who 
sc'oriH'd th<*m as wi'h footeil savages. An<l in 
March, w hen tlu* J5rit ish fought t lieir twa> ac'tions 
at Aliwa/. and Sliaiha, the? flooils were already 
out. Kor some months to eoine they w’onid 
re-iiiain and inenasi'. So long as our troops 
confined thi'inselves to the positions tiny then 
iH'ld, on the deex^ channels of the Shatt -al-Arab 
and its Persian tributary, the Kanin, where tho 
vessels of the Koyal Navy and In<lian Marine, 
mid the menrhant stianM'rs, could siippcirt and 
supply them, and then* was dry ground on the 
hanks, tlii'y were unde r liomparative'ly favoiir- 
n)>!c eoinlilions ; hut <iin*<*tly they atteinxiled to 
move* iejrwarel thi'y w ere sure to fine I t he'insc'lves 
at a disadvantage*, with difliciiltievs of transjieirt 
an ! supply incre*ase*el te*nfold, and little soliel 
LU’emriel to fight on. 

Me*anw'hile tlie British public, ignorant of 
all thc'.se condit ions, and wiiolly ahseirht'd in 
tlie* progress of the d<*spe'rate fighting in Kure>xx% 
(*eMild sfiare little themght for tho brave men, 
IkigTsh ard Indian, who were serving in this 
distant field. The War Office, looking upon 
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the expedition as one of the IiidiHii campaigns 
which it had been accustomed to treat witli 
scant attention, gave* no news of tiieir doings. 
No wonder that the British ijorlion of them, 
at all events, felt at times tliat they were 
f<»rgotten by their countrymeii. They wore 
apparently not i^ven regarded as sliartng in 
the Great War, and an oflicor wrote witli 
pardonable indignation from Kurna : “You 
said you were glu.d I was not going to the 
‘ front.' 1 think the ‘ front ’ we are gc^tting 
out here is cpiite enoiigli for most people.'* 
And ho went on to desc.ribo a typical attack 
upon th(^ Turks in their t*nt r«‘nchment.s, with 
guns in position, siwli as the force had already 
liiul to make*, more than once. “ Not a scrap 
of cover cif any kiml, absolutely flat and 
unbroken, no cov«*r fov tin* guns or infantry 
advancing, no cover for hospital or wounded 
as wo advanced -"-nothing ; simply a wide, 
flat, samly plain. . . . The Arabs smite 
(snipe ?) us every night. , . . (Jive the troops 
out hero their due, because they are ‘empire 
building’ in a country when? no white troops 
have over been bc*f ore . . . digging and fighting 
all day and outpo.st e II night/' 


He might have said much more ; might 
have given some description of the terribU* 
heat at times, when the thermometer rose to 
120 deg. in the hospital tents, and at night 
the weary men suffered from the unceasing 
attacks of mosquitos and biting flies, which 
gave them little rest. In truth campaigning 
in Turkisli Arabia was hard and somewhat 
thankless work. 

In April, 1915, Sir Arthiu* Barrett handed 
over the command of tlie expeditionary force 
to (General Sir John Nixon, and took leave 
owing (o ill-ht^alth. This date marked the 
beginning of a new period in the history of 
the expedition. Until then, after the landing 
and th(‘ sii})scMpient occupation of Basra, 
Kiirna, an<l Ahwaz, the British Uorco had 
remained, as far as possible, inactive. They 
hiul done some fighting; but the two recon- 
uaissaiK'es of March had Ijeen only recon - 
naisKam‘e.s, and tJieri^ had been no advance. 
From the time when Sir John Nixon took 
(jommand advance followed another, luitil 
Ix^fore th(» end of the year our troops had 
fought a battle near Baghdad, more* than 
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oOO Tiiiles by river from tho shores of Persiim 
Gulf. It remains to tell the story of this 
memorable campaign. 

Sir John Nixon was a cavalry officer of 
distinction, who had served many years, aii<l 
had both in India and South Africa madt^ a 
name for himself as a brav’o and capable aoldic‘i*. 
He had some hereditary connexion with tht- 
country in which he was now serving, for his 
father, also an officer of Indian Cavalry, had 
been British Resident and Consul-Cont'nil 
in Tiu:kish Arabia, with headquarters at 
Baghdad. The new general, therefore, ina>' 
bo supposed to have entered upon his coininand 
with exceptional interest, perhaps with some 
exceptional knowledge. 

It has been said that np to this time no 
further tulvance from lh(‘ tract of country 
occupied by the British h'orce u.ppearcd to 
have been under contcMuplation. Yet it is 
to be observed that during tlie winter or eari\' 
spring the Kxpedit ionarN' Force seems to have 
Ixjen augmented by some 14,000 men. If 
there was indeed no intention to i>ush forward, 
the increase is not altogether easy to <‘X|)lain, 
unless the Viceroy’s visit to the Persian Gulf 
had convinced him that tho originul force* 
was too small for tho comparatively' modest 
rolo of secMin^ly' holding the country u.l ready 
oecaipied. However this may be, there was 
now a much larger number of troops in the 
<*c)untry, and it had been found possible to 
collect at Shaiba, west <)f Basra, where the 
action of March 3 had been fought, a force 
consisting of two infantry brigadt^s and one 
brigade of cavalry, with two liatteries of 
lield artillery and a mountain battery. One 
of tho infantry brigades was commanded 
by Brigadicr-Gonoral Delamain, the other 
by Major-General C. I. Piy- Tlie cavalry' 
(joininander wa-; Brigadier-General H. Kennedy. 
Tho whole foreo w'as imd<^‘r the command of 
the senior officer, General Fry. It included 
two battalions of British infantry — the 2iid 
Dorsets and the 2nd Norfolks. 

On April 11, only two day.s after General 
Nixon had^ taken over charge from Sir Arthur 
Barrett, General Fry reported that, hostile 
cavalry and infantry had occupied points 
within a few miles of Shaiba ; that ho con- 
sidered them to bo the advanced guard of the 
onemy’s main forces, and that a serious engage- 
ment was probable w^ithin a day or two. l-his 
forecast proved to be exact, for on th^ morn- 
ing of April 12 an eruniy^ force estimated 
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at l2.(M)t) I'lirkish regulars and l(>,h00 Arabs 
aitta.ek(*d the British position with miu!h dash 
amd persisten(*<‘. Thev W’ere repulsed, hut tiny 
haul w<>rk<*d round the posit ion iroin north, west, 
amd south; amd during th(* niglittlny coni imied 
to molest our forei* by sniping aiiul desultory' at- 
tan-ks. 'rjicsi* w i*r(* not press<'d home*, t hongli 
the eiiciny tried to cut t>nr win* <‘ntanglem<-nt.s 
auid slmwed ait tim<*s ai tln*eat(;ning Iront. 

Meamwhili*, lata* on tin* evt'iiiiig of A])ril 12, 
Maijor ( ien(*ral Sir (Mnirles J. Melliss, \.<\, 
(M3., airrived jit Slmil)a. from lla.srai, with a 
smadl reiiiforcemc*nt c)f th(* 21tli Pimjabis, amd, 
bciiitr sonioi* to Maijaar-l Jenerad took com- 

mamd of the* Shaxibaa, gaUTisaan. Snc*h w'ais the 
staato of i ha^ a'anmtry thait (ia'uei'ad M(‘lliss at.al lii.s 
ala'laialiment Jiaul to come in nailive banal- ‘>r 
“ bellums,” w)aia*Ji wa re j)amta*d aieross eight jnila*s 
a >f wait a ‘1*. 

On April 13 (Jena-rail Ma*lliss cleaared (ha* 
neitrlabonrhood of t ha* aniiaif a, aift(*r soma* fighting, 
in thfi eoair.sa* aaf wliiadi the llritisli caapt nn'd 100 
of the eiieiny ixnd inflicted consideravbh? U>.ssa\s. 
The night pass(;d qaiietly ; but next morning 
it wnis found that th<3 'fiirks had taken aip a 
strong position som(3 three? inil<*s in length at 
Barjasiya, to the south of Shaiba, and had tluiro 
entrenched themselves. This position Geii<‘ral 
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MelHsa proceeded to attack. After a long and 

somewhat severe day’s fighting, during which 

the British troops w^ere much hampered by 

mirage, which concealed the enemy’s trenches, 

these were stormed and the Turks broke and 

% 

fled. The British loss was not small. JJout.- 
Colonel H. Li. Kosher, commanding tlie Dorset s, 
was killed, Lieut. -Colonel E. S. Cleeve, com- 
manding the Artillery, was severely wounded, 
and the casualties altogether amounted to 700. 
But the losses of tho enemy wore much heavier, 
probably four or five thousand, and there is no 
doubt that he was thoroughly beaten. During 
his retreat the Arabs turned upon the fugitive 
Turlcs and did them much evil. When thc^ 


wholly inactive at other points of tho British 
front. Both at Ivurna, in the centre of flie long 
lino, and at Ahwaz, on the right, tliey had made 
some threatening demonstrations. But at those 
points there was no serious fighting, tho enemy 
contining himself to throats and artillery fire. 
'Fhe first month of (h'neral Nixon’s command, 
therefore^, closed (piietly, and it may bo said 
that, so far, his txetion hod boon limited to a 
vigorous offensive defence against tho attacks 
of tho enemy. Tho real advance luul not bogim. 
l\'»ssibly it luul not h<*en contemplated. 

That this was th(' view taken in England may 
perhaps be gathered from tho King’s messago 
lo Sir John Nixon, though tho closing words 






BRITISH TROOPS GOING ON PICKET DUTY. 


retreat was over, many miles lo tho rear, tho 
enemy commander, it is said, assembled his 
officers and, after denouncing tho treachery of 
the Arabs, shot himself. 

While tho land fight was going on, a flotilla of 
armed launches, small steamers, and gun barges, 
which had boon organized for service on the 
rivers and flooded land about Basra, was able 
to do good service by pushing up to and beyond 
Nakhaila in the enemy’s rear. Lieut. -Colonel 
R. P. Molesworth, R.G.A., who commanded thc5 
flotilla, received valuable assistance in this 
operation from Lieutenant A. G. Seymour, R.N., 
of H.M.S. Espiegle, and other officers and men 
of the Navy. Supplies were intercepted, native, 
boats captured, and the enemy's retreat 
severely harassed. 

During these successful and creditable opera- 
tions by land and water the Turks had not been 


miglit boar another meaning. The message ran 
as follows ; 

“I wish to express my admiration for the 
gallant manner in which tlio naval and military 
forces cooperating under your command havo 
so successfully overcome the repeated attacks 
of ail enemy superior in numbers. Please convoy 
to all ranks my appreciation of tho spirit and 
endurance they have shown during the past 
month. At homo we all watch with pride and 
interest the work and progress of your column.’’ 

Tf tho officers and men of tlie expedition were 
inclined to think that their doings had been 
overlooked by tho War Office and tho British 
public, this warm and timely messago must 
have gone far to remove tho feeling. 

But real advances were now to lic^gin, and it 
seems desirable at this j)oint to examiiif^ tho 
position in which Sir John Nixon found himself 


212 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 



ABANDON ED TRENCHES ALONG THE ITGRIS. 


Ix'f'ort! liis ti’oops tlio oimIgi* (.<» »^o 

I'orwjirfl. 

As Iluj f«)reo muln* liis coimnjiiul, now 

c^oiisist/iiijr jt]^|)ji,rcnUy ot' two divisions, <*on- 
tronti'd an viioniy biV'^od on HjiL;hdad, and tho 
'i'lirkisk proviiioos Ijiyoiid Hji^^lida.d, it wji.'^ 
laving iiorl Ii-wt‘st . Its ow!i base was t ho soo.. 
lyiiij^ to llio S(nit li-iNist, from w'hi(;li sopplios 
and roiiifoi'cniiK'nl s could rca,<'h it by I ho doop- 
w'idi'r clianiu‘1 of t in* Slui.t I -.d - Ar;il), nmnino up 
to and bcs'ond its hoadipiart t*is at l»a.sia.. Tlio 
U'ft of tin* foiro (’onsist<'d <»f tlio j 2 :a.i*rison 
holding Sha.iba, and porha.])s Nakhaila. In 
fiont. of tho <'onti*<' w a.-. a.n advanced d«‘ta(;hmcnl 
at- Knrna.. On t ho i i.oht was a briujado at 
Ali.va/. in Persia., d'he position inav' be coni- 
pa-i’ed t») an irr»‘oiilar fain of \\'hieh t ht^ handit' 
wa.-i the Slial t -al -.\ra.b, and the points of the 
open spoki'S, ;^oin^ from <'a.st to west, wia't* 
Ahwa./. on tho Kanin, Knrna on the 'Fi^ris, a-iul 
Xakhaila on tho Knplirab's. The enemy luul a. 
force at Nasrieh on tiu' Knphrates, fa.cin^ the 
PritisJi left, but at a disla.n<t‘ of 70 or 
SO miles. The size of this force was not 
know'll, but it was belicwed to consist mainly of 
th»‘ troops beaten at Sha.iba., and to be incapaf>Io 


of much mis(!hi<‘f. h^iicing th<' l.h*itish c*entre at 
Knrna, and clos<' liy, was anotber Thirkisli force*, 
(Hinsist inji: *>f six ba,t lalions and t(‘n ^uns, wdlli 
a. ^atherin^ of .\rtil> tribesmen. Pa-cin^:; the 
bri»j;adt‘ at Aliwa/,, on t in* Hritish rij^ht . was a 
third 'Furkisli foi’ci* — ea^^ht. ba.ttalions and eight 
guns, with 10,01)0 .Vrabs. This was in LN*rsian 
te*rrilor\'. and imt fai* from Aliwaz. Along 
a.lmost. the whole front, from Nasritdi on tho 
w'e^st to beyond tlie P«‘rsia.n frontii'r on the* e^ast, 
the* spring floods, said to ha.\(‘ bi*(*n tin* highest 
know n fo!' :>0 \cai’s, foi-nu'd, to nsi* ( h‘neral 
Nixon’s words, “ an inland s<*a of watt'r and 
ree'ds \ ai*\ ing from twm to six feet/ deej),'* n.n<l 
having a breadth of something like* a Imndrc'd 
mile's, [f the Britisli force was to e^pe-rato to its 
freint b«*for»'. the* flexuls be'gan to subside* alieait 
the' e'lul of .Tnl\' it w'eiuld have to opea’ate over 
this iu-t'a, ma.king u.so as far as ])Ossiblo of t he 
eomparat i ve'Iy prae;ticable ediamiols of tho 
Kuphrati's and Tigris. And these ehamiels were 
by no means a sa.tisfaetory highway. They 
ailmitte'fl e>f file* aeb'aneo e>f \'(*s.se‘ls eif oonsid<*r- 
able draught for a fe*w miles abeivt^ their junc- 
tion ; but. beyond that, only country beiats or 
verv’ small ste*amers were* ni any ii>e. The banks 
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of the rivers were liere and there lined l>y belts 
of dry or eoniparatively «lry land, but these 
belts wert^ iiitersoctiMl at right nugles by 
nuinbc^rless irrigation ehannols, and wen- not 
<‘asy for an advancing force. In their uppt'r 
watc'rs, moreover, the rivt'rs, es|)eeially the 
Tigris, made thc*ir way by very tortuous 
courses tiiroiigli the Hat plains and offered man\ 
opportunities for efftM-tive resistance. How 
flat th(‘ plains wca**' may be judgc’d from 1 In- faei 
tliat. Ha.ghdad. 5H0 miles by watf-r fi-om tin- 
mouth of tile Tigris, lay at a Jieight of only 
120 feet abovi* the si-a. It was easy t<i imd«-r- 
stand the formation, in such a c-oiintry, of t la- 
vast marshes, with their swarms of bulTalo ;mh 1 
wild pig, and wi*b-foot(‘<l ” Arabs. 

Having regard to tliesc* fatds, tin- (h»\<-rn- 
meiit of India, which eontrolh-d tin- i-x pt-t lit ion. 
must, it/ would setan, hav(‘ (ronsidered witli 
care the (piestion whf-ther it was m*(-(‘ssar\’ or 
<lesii*abh^ for (Uaieral Nixon to make ,m\ fm l her 
aflvance at all 'Tla- (pavstiou was not out- ff>r 
the? c(?mmandei‘ on the spot to di'cidt-. If, as 
was geiK-rally b(‘li('ved, t he objeeis of t he 
( h^vermneiit of India bad in fact been attained, 
by the soeuring ol the oil w<‘lls aiLil the blo‘-kinu: 
of the ( lerman railway, tlu-n, pritnu f(tr}i\ 
t liere was nothing to be gained by uudei takine 
fi‘i*sh operations wha-h were sure t<i in\'o!\e 
Iurthi‘ 1 - losses and further expenditure, it 
would doubtless lie annoying for our trotjps to 
sit still while the enemy lay Cfinfronting tin-in, 
but this was not sunieient reason in itself f<»r 
'<anet ioiiing r. forwarfi move. t]\e(-fit on on*- 


etnaJition, that tin- neglet-t of these (-nemy 
t< trees was hehl by tin- general in command to 
threat «*n the -^e<‘nrify of his trotips am I of the 
iihlitarv position, an julvaru*!' seemed un- 
de-^irable. Forward. operations without a 
detinite objeetive i-.m rarely be justifi(-d. Of 
<-oiii*s<*, if the seenrit\- of the Hrit ish for<‘e was 
♦ -rnlaiigt-red }>y h-av ing the <‘iiem\' unmolested, 
I he Imlian < Jo\ ernmenl (-oiihl but sauetioii 
any action necessary to avert tin- danger; 
uideefl, it was the dnlA' of tin- general in com- 
mand to tak<- siieh actn)n on his own ix-spon- 
sihility. ( )l h(M‘\\ ist- l)ie t h >\ (-rimn-nt. t>f India, 
warin-d bv' maiiv^ e\amples in past times, must 
lia\t‘ ask»‘d itself whether the annoyance ought 
not to be borne-, oni' troops pc-rhaps striking at 
tiinc-s a swift l)low at an\' em‘m\' c^oluinn wbndi 
came within f heir reac-h ; but . that dom-, ret lim- 
ing tc> tln-ir position. No doubt if tJierc- was a 
<-h-ari v-dc-linc'd ob)ec-li\'c‘ if, for c^xamplc-, it 
was lu-ld by His Mai«‘stA'’s ( lovc-rmru^nt that an 
aclx anc-e, say, to I Baghdad, w ciuld sensibly 
a I'h-ct til*- course of the ( »rc‘a t W^ir, tlu-n the erase 
was dilfere-ut.. Hut,, so far* as is known, no 
'e-be-me- of (bat kiiul had tlu-n be-e-n ])ropoMi*d, 
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and though tluj British force had been aug- 
mented, the iiierease seemed hardly on a scale 
to suggest that any operation of such magni- 
tude was in view. That being the case, it is 
not easy to see wluit could bo the aim of the 
(jlovfiriiiiient of India in ordering or sanctioning 
an advance. And, whatever tlie aim, would 
nof any attempt to close w ith our elusive eiu niy 
)>e merely following a will-of-the-wisp across 
those wide and treacherous marshes ? 

Jhlowovta* Ihis may be, the decision was to 
advanct‘, or, in General Nixon’s words, “ to 
take active measures against tiie enemy 
detachments on the Kanin and on the Tigris.” 
'Pho die was enst. Whether the (Government 
of India inteiuUKl it or not, (Great Britain w^as 
coinmitt<.‘d to an invasion of Mesopotamia — 
committed to a great military operation the 
scope and taal of wliich no one could foretell. 

It is dillaailt to overrate the importance of 
tlie decision which w^as now to be carried into 
<‘fTect, or the manifold interest of the country 
wliieh lay hi'fore the Britisli invadt*rs. The 
imiiauisi* plain* liotwoeii and about the Tigris 
and J'hiphrates is teeming still with ruined 
eities a.nd inonnnuaits, aqueducts and irri- 
gation works, the renuvins of past- empires. 
Its wc^alth had in recent centuries been des- 
i royed In the 'i’urk, w ho liad rnisiailed it, setting 
trihi^ against tribe, and making a desolate 
waste of wliat should bo one of the most 
fertile and ]>opulous countries of tla' earth. 
Jt was the cradle f>f civil i/.at-ion and th(^ arts, 
perha])s tlie cradle of the human race. In 
thinking of it, oni^ calls up of necessity in- 
numerable scenes and names of hygom* days, 
soiiH* historical, if anything in tht^ Bast is 
historical, many dim with the mists of count- 
less ages. Haroun aUKaschid in his golden 
prinu% Xen(*phon’s 'JVai Thousand setting out 
upon their march, Komari emperors an<J their 
l<‘gions, Nehueha<hi(‘///.ar and his golden imag4% 
th(* Writing on the Wall, the splendid capitals of 
thi* (‘ireek and Persian monarclis, far to the 
mirth ” Xinev(‘h, tliat great eity.” angry .Jonah 
and Ins gourd, Alanhain and Lot marching out 
with tlndr flocks and herds from Ur of tJic 
GlialdcM's, tlie 'I’owcr of Babel, even— if the 
Arab legend be (rue — the Garden of Eden in the 
fork of the two grind rivers, and the Cherubim 
with tlieir flaming swords. Into that wonder- 
ful plain, so full of all that can appeal to the 
imagination of man, a British army of the 
twentieth century w’a.s now’ to march, with its 
inaehine-gun.s and telegrajihs, motor-cars and 
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aoroplanos. na])yloii and Ninovoli 

had fonj'ht for tho mastery of the Hast, Turk 
anci Arab were now to contend in ])attl»* 
against tlio soldiery of Kngland and India. 

General Nixon decided to deal first, with 
the gathering in Persian territory on the 
extreme riglit of his long line. A division was 
concentrated at Ahwa/., and placed under tlu^ 
command of ^[ajor-Genoral Gorringe, who 
was instructiid to tlrivo tho enemy back across 
(h<i frontier into Turkish territory. General 
tJorriiige carried out with skill and suceosr. 
tho work entrusted to him. The d’urks on 
his front had ali’cady begun to fall back on 
hearing of tla^ defeat near Shaiba, and as lie 
• moved out westward from Ahwaz they retreated 
across tlio boi'der, making for Amai-a on 
the Tigris, whrr*e another Turkish force had 
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hern asseinhled. The o|)erations of the llritish 
division extended over a period of se*ven 
weeks, and inchidi tl not only the pushing back 
of the, Turks to Ainara, but tlu‘. punisliment 
and subjugation of cirtain Arab tribes wliie.h 
had joined them 'The work was arduous, for 
tho h(‘at was filrtnidy wovcae, and tho 
troops had to hegiii by elTeeting tho jiassago 
ef the Kliarkeh, a river 2.“>0 yards hroail, 
with a, de(‘p arnl rapid stream. d'ho 
attack oil the main yVrah stronghold was 
cariied out whin the tempei-atiire in tents 
stood at 120 <leg. “Among other intrepid 
d<*eds,” General Nixon aftiM'wards wi-oli*, 
‘‘was the: <‘\ploit of Suba.dar~Major Ajah 
Khan and 20 men of the 2<)t h Pun jabis, 
who swam the river undcT heavy file an<l 
brought hack a boat, in which troops were 
h‘rri»M| a'*ross.“ 'flu^ placte wiw then cap- 
tured. 'rhe ga.»ru‘i*al iM-^ult of t he short cainjiaign 
was to c.leai* tlie eiietny out of tla> Arab clis- 
fri<-ts of Pi'rsia ami to enforces the sidanission 
of tht‘ tribes, thus allowing th(^ jape line of 
the oil eoinpany to he repaired, and normal 
eonditions to he r<\suna'(l at. the oil-lields. 
The line had been damaged and s('t on fire by 
tlie frihesmen. Gemral ( Jorring<*'s movfMiients 
also materially assisted tlie advance of another 
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British force, wliioh was niado about ilio same 
time. 

This advance up the Tigris from 
was, in fact, the main operation of the summer 
campaign. It was one of exceptional diniciilty, 
for it had to bo carried on across iho flooded 
tract already described, “ Owing to tlio limited 
amount of the river transport available at that 
time, the movement and collection of troops 
was a slow and dillicult process, and the* 
flooded country round Kunia pres(*ided many 
problems, which retjuinwi careful consideration 
before operations couUl bo connnf*nee<l. 

'•* Belluins, long narrow boats of the eoutitry, 
were collected ami armoured with iron plates, 
to be used for carrying infantry to the assault 
of the enemy’s positions; troops were traineil 
in punting and boat work ; various types of 
guns were mounted on rafts, barges, tugs, ami 
paddlers ; floating hospitals had to bo impro- 
vjst^d ; and many other details of construction 
and equipment had to be thought out ami pro- 
vided for.” * 

By the end of May, 1915, all those jiropara- 
tions were complete, and a division numlxTing, 
perhaps^ 14,000 men, under the command of 
Major-Gem'ral Sir (Charles V. F. Townshc^nd, 
O.B., D.S.O , was ready to advance. 

General 'I'ownsliend, like (Jeiieral Nixon, 
wa.s a cavalry olTieer, but had (‘hi(*n>' distin- 
guished himself during the meinorabh^ sii'ge 
of Chitral, wIkto ho eommaiidod the little 
garrison, lie had made many eainpa.ign.>^. 
from the Gordon Relief Kxpedition to the 
South African War, and had alst) scrv<‘d a.s 
Military Attache in l*aris, H<* had tlio reputa. 
tion of being an ambitious soldier, and one 
who devoted every available hour to the 
.scientific study of his profession. An olliet r 
who hiul known him for many years v\r»>te 
of him : ” He was always hard working, 

cheerful, and amusing . . . he has worked 
as few men have in the armv, and he hnou's 
his Job from A to Z.” He was popular with 
the troops, and seemed in all ways well filled 
for a difilicult command. 

The Turkish force wjis entnauflied a few' 
miles to the north of Kiiriia, on two groups of 
islands, one group three miles in rear of the 
other, standing out from the surfaijo of the 
flood. The position was one of some strc'iigtli, 
and, as General Nixon wrote, necessitated 
“ a carefully organized attack in successive 

General Nixon’s dispatrh of January I, 10 10. 



ISwains. 


CAPTAIN WILFRED NUNN, C.M.G., D.S.O., 
Commanded H.M.S. (hornet. 

phases ))y comhimMl ri«va! and milifnry 
op(*rat ions.” 

On the early morning of May .‘11 th(‘ atta(‘k 
Ix'gau by a heavy Ijomhardmeiit fron^ Kiirna 
.uid th<^ floating batteries; and f.iieii (he 
infantry advancred fo the assault in a flotilla 
of ” heliums,” supported by the fire of the 
guns. A brigades under l.<ieut .-Colom'l (^liim*, 
24(h runjabis, made a froiifal attack, while 
the 22ml 1’imja.bis and the Sirmur Sappers 
ami .Miners siaz<*il Ji point on the enemy’s left,, 
and enfiladed their line. “ Norfolk Hill,” f he 
first, olqeetivo of the frt)iital attack, w'as carried 
.it lh<‘ point of the bayonet by the 1st Bat talion 
Oxfonl and Biiekinghamshire Light Infantry, 
“ a,ft('r poling t h<‘ir l>oa.ts for ovut a mik* 1 hrough 
thick r(H*(Is, and landing waist deep in waf(*r.” 
B(‘fiind the assaulting infant, ry <;aim» the naval 
sloojis aral armed tugs, preec?defl by a line of 
mine sw'ti(;pers ; atid their fire, (Ximliined with 
that of the Koyal Artillery, ashore and afloat, 
was m<a<' than the <auany could hear. By 
noon (he first group of islands was in British 
hands. "I'ht^ second group, which formed the 
main position, was not oectupiod that day ; hut 
on the morning of .June I an a(‘nj])lam^ nxron- 
nai.s.sanco discovered that tlu* "I’urks had 
evacuated it, and w'cro in full retrt^ai up the 
Tigris. The naval flotilla, led by H.M.S. 
Kspiegle ((’aptain Nunn, H.N.), went on in 
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A CAPTURED TURKISH GUN AT NASRIEH, 
Occupied by the British on July 25, 1915. 


pursuit, followed by the shipping and troops. 
Next day the water was found to bo too 
shallow for further pursuit by the larger vessels, 
but the Naval armed tugs were still able to 
move, and on Juno 3 General Townshend in 
H.M.S. Comet, a vessel of light draught, with 
three of the tugs, pushed on to the town of 
Anidra, 87 miles above Kurna, and nearly 
200 miles from the sea. It was a daring thing 
to do, for a Turkish force was still in the 
town, but happily .the Turks laid down their 
arms and 700 men became prisoners. On the 
following morning the infantry of the British 
force began to arrive, led by the 2nd Battalion 
Norfolk Regiment, and the town was securely 
. occupied. They were more than welcomed, 
for the population of the town were beginning 
to recover from their surprise, and/ trouble 
might have occurred. 

In the course of this well -planned and well- 
executed operation the British force took 
17 guns and nearly 1,800 prisoners, also cap- 
turing or sinking several steamers, among 
which was a Turkish gunboat. Owing to the 
superior power and skilful handling of it.s 
artillery, the British loss was small. Not long 
afterwards the advanced guard of the Turkish 
force driven westward from the direction of 
Ahwoz by General Gorringo, was surprised 


and dispersed by General Towiisliend, witli 
the loss of some prisoners and two guns. 
Among the prisoners taken at Amara, over 
2,000 in all, wore three Germans. These 
were the remainder of a party of six, the others 
having been killed by the marsh Arabs. The 
Gormans, it is said, freely cursed the Turks, 
who as freely cursed them in return. 

Having thus disposed for the time of the 
enemy troops confronting him on the east and 
north, General Nixon proceeded to complete 
the advance by .striking at the force which 
held Nasrieh on the west, close to the Biblical 
Ur of tho Chaldees. This operation was en- 
trusted to Major-General Gorringe, who had 
done so well on the eastern front. It was, like 
the advance to the northward, an amphibious 
operation, to use General Nixon’s term ; and 
with the help of naval officers and men under 
the command of Captain Nunn, it was equally 
successful. General Gorringe’s force was con- 
centrated at Kurna during tho month of June, 
and on the 27th he pushed out across the 
flooded lands to tho westward. Before the 
middle of July tho flotilla and troops had over- 
come all obstacles, and forced their way up tho 
Euphrates to the neighbourhood of Nasrieh. 
They had some hard fighting, with much 
trouble from mines Thornycroft launchea 
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AN ANGLO-INDIAN VICTORY AT NASRIEH. 
British sailors on a captured native vessel. 


carrying ** pompoms deep creeks, and 
Btrotchos of mud, over which the boats had to 
dragged by men. The heat was groat, 
especially in the iron vessels, for the thermo- 
meter' rarely stood below 116° in the shade, 
and the glare from the water was almost 
intolerable. 

Some five miles short of Nasrieli OeiuTul 
Gorringe* found the Turks entrenched in a for- 
midable position, or series of positions, on bf)th 
sides of the river, with their flanks resting on 
marshes, and their front covered by deej) 
irrigation channels. They were said to have* 
with them several Gorman oflicers and gunners. 
After one unsuccessful attempt at turning th<3 
enemy’s right flank, the Britisli troops remained 
for some days facing the position and making 
preparations for a decisive attack. On July 24 
it was delivered, and in spite of a stubborn 
resistance line after lino of entrenchment was 
carried by storm, a battalion of the West Kents 
greatly distinguishing itself. But not only the 
West Kents, lor British and Indian soldiers 
vied with one another in. the ardour of their 
assaults, while the Navy cooperated with 
close-range fire from small gunboats and other 
vessels. The 'Curks lost heavily, 500 dead being 
left in the trenches. Seventeen guns and 1,000 
prisoners were captured. The British loss was 


iiiMler 000. On July 25 Nasrieh was occupied 
without further fighting. 

Tho importance of this victory was con- 
si<hiral)le, as Nasrieh was, to use General 
Nixon’s words, “the ilominant place. on this 
flank.” It was, he sai»l, tho base from which 
a hostile forces threatening Basra must start ; 
it was the cc?ntre from which irifluenco could be 
exercised among the powerful Arab tribes on 
tlie Euphrates ; aud it was the hoadtjuarters 
of the civil administ ration of a largo part of tho 
Ba.sra Province. Moreover, it stood at tho 
.southern end of tho Shatt-el-JTai, a (;hanuol 
joining tlie Tigris and Euj)hrateH, and open 
(hiring half tho ycuir for trafUc between tho two 
rivers. By this channel tho force? which 
atl licked Shai>)a in Aiiril had come down. 
During certain mouths, when there was a good 
flow of water from the Tigris, tho Shatt-el-Hai 
was in fact the? usual lines of cornmunieiation 
frean nejrth to south. It is said to have hesm 
at one time the main channe;! of the 'i’igris.* 

Gemoral Nixon had now jjushed forward his. 
lino alejng both Tigris and Euphrates to a 
eli.stance of 100 miles or so from his feirmer 
advaiiejed post at Kurna. His foremiost troops 

♦ Tho largo colourod map which forms tho front isf>i<;co 
of Volume VllT. Bhonid ho roiisultod rognrdiiig 1hi>- 
aud other geographical points. 
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INDIAN TKOOKS CAPTIIKO. AN ARAK STRONGHOLD. 

Destroying the treacherous Hciil 'furuf Arabs’ stronghold after two days’ bombardment, during which 
a Subadar-Major and his party swam the Kharake river, and, sci/.in^ the only undamaj^ed enemy's 
bout, brought it across stream. The Indian troops were then ferried across. 


on ortch of tlu'so rivor-^ wimv niih*s 

from tlio soa. 'Tlit; otiltMiiiosl of tho 

givat fail wiTo now .Vlnva/<, Amar.i aiifl 
Nasrieh. It might have l)0(;ii supposod that 
iho strotch of country bolow thivst? points was 
already largo anongh for two divisions to hold 


with comfort, and certainly largo ouough to 
cover s(*cnroly tho fntiiro terminus of the 
(lorman railway and the line of oil w^ells. 

But this was not General Nixon’s view. 
While ho w’as dealing with tho Euphrates 
Hank ho hoard that strong Turkish forces 
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THK DORSETS AT THE BAT I LK (Jl- Kl IT-K.L-AMAK A, SKI' I KMBKK 28, IVIS. 

The Isl Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment, 117lh Mahrattas, and 22nd (Company Sappers and Miners 
captured a redoubt and trenches on the enemy's extreme left, inflicted heavy losses and 

took 13S prisoners. 

midor tlic (roiiiniand of .Vur-t'd-Diii. “ thr l.ijilii o<-oiipatioii of Kot-oU/Vinnra won' rp ro-^^iiry, 

of th(^ Faith.” had ooin.-oiil ratod al (ho (own of ;oid tho d,iy aftc-r \asrioh was sociirod (hn.ral 
Kiit-el-Ainara oil tho Tij^ris, about- NO miles by bo^nii Inmsforring t-roojis from (lonoral 

river above Amara, towards which (liey had (hirrin^os eommaiid on the l(?ft ot f-ht; tati 

pusliod out some <letachmon(s. It was at (»» (lonoral dViwnslH'nd’s in (ho centro. The 

once decided that the defeat of Nur-odd)in and 'it giv'on for this further advanco was that 
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TilE BAfTLE OF KUT. 

Kiit-cl-Aniara lay at tho northern (»n(l of the 
{Shatt-ol-Hai, and that it was therefore, like 
Nasrieli at tlie southern end, a strategic ijoirit. 
With both places in 13ritish hands effective 
control of tho northern part of the Basra 
district would bo secured. It is said that 
Oeneral Nixon wanted nothing inoro than 
Kut-el-Ainara, but that this nuich lie con- 
sidered necessary. Tho (Jovorninent of India 
apparently acquiesced in his view, for with tlie 
teh^graph botwoon them General Nixon would 
liardly have th^cidod upon so large an operation 
without sanction. Indeed, he would hardly 
have und<Ttakcn tho three advances whicli led 
up to it. 

it may be pointed out liorc, incidentally, 
that the original obje<!ts of tho expedition — tho 
proti'ction t>f tho oil wells and tho blocking of 


tlie Gorman railway — ^were both Imperial 
rather than Indian objects, though tho latter 
object deeply affected India. In these circum- 
stances it seems that the British Government 
also might naturally have had something to 
say to tho whole course of tho expedition from 
beginning to end. 

On August 1 the further advance began, a 
detachment from General Townshend’s force, 
with a Naval flotilla, pushing up the river and 
occupjdng Ali-el-Gharbi, a point about halfway 
between Amara and Kut-ol-Amara, which 
place, to avoid confusion, will for the future 
bo written Kut. At this point tho whole division 
was gradually concentrated, until on Septem- 
ber 12 it was ready to go on. There had been 
some ditricnlty and delay in bringing ixp the 
troops sent from Nasrieb. Beyond Amara the 
banks of the Tigris were dry enough to admit 
of an advance by land, while tho shallowness 
and winding course of tho river were un- 
favourable to the use of the water route, 
oxccx>t for the flotilla and siqixfly vessels. The 
force accordingly marched up tho bank, the 
flotilla following. Tho march was trying, for 
even now the thermometer stood at 110° or 
more in tho shade ; but there was i^raetically 
no ox)j>osition, and on September 15 General 
Towiishend reached a point 15 miles from Kut. 
Hero ho halted, for ne\\'s had come that “the 
Turks wore occupying nii entrenched x:)osition 
eight milt's further on, ami intended to make 
a stand. The next ten days were spent in 
careful reconnaissances, in which the work of 
tlie Flying Corps was of tlie greatest value. 
When eom])lete knowledge of the c*nemy’s 
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THE BRITISH HEADQUARTERS, KUT-EL-AM ARA. 

ciispo.oitiori.s had been and some rein- .stniotod witli a thoroiigbnoKs that missed no 

forcements had conu' up from Ivuriui, the detail. Tii front of the trenches were barbed- 

attack was doliverod. wire? entangloineids, military ]>its, and land 

Tho position held by tho Turks was exceed- mines. Behind were miles of communication 

inj^ly strong. Their force consisted of 8,000 trenches connc*eting thc^ various wi)rks and 

regular infantry and a large contingent of providing covered outh'ts 1o the river, where 

Arabs, horse and foot, which made their total raiii[)s and landing stages had been made to 

numbers larger than those of their assailants, ftvcilitate tho transfer of troops to or from 

some said twice as large. To quote Qeneral ships, while pumping **nginc‘s and water chan- 

Nixon’s account, the Turks “occupied a line nels carried water from the rivc^r to the trenches, 

naturally favourable for defence, which during “Nur-od-Dins army h(*ld this position: 

thrt^e or four months of preparation had been f»no division being on each bank, with some 
converted into a formidable position. army troops in reserve on the left bank, near 

“ On the right bank the defences extended a bridge above tho main pt)sition. A force of 

for five miles southwards along some mounds Arab horsemen was posted on tho Turkish left 

which commanded an extensiv’'e field of fire. flank ; most of tho lurkish regular cavalry 

The river was blocked by a boom composed of wi re absent during the battle on a raid against 

barges and wire cables commanded at closi; our communications.” 

range by guns and fire trenches. On the l(‘ft On September 26 Gi'iieral To wnshendiulvanccd 

bank the entrenchments cxtendi'd for sev(*n te within four miles of the lurks, and there 

miles, linking up the gaps between the river completed his plans. Jlis idea was to decisive 

and three marshes which stretched away to them by feints against their right, south of the 

the north. Tho defences were well desigru^d Tigris, and then to envelop thcar k‘it with 

and concealed, commanding flat and open the main body of his troops, and if possible 

approaches. They were elaborately con- destroy the whole. This idea, a very bold one 



INDIAN CAVALRY ADVANCING TOWARDS KUT. 
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coriHidering tho length of the position and tho 
consequent separation of force involve<l, 
proceeded to carry out with striking success. 

On tho morning of the 27th tho BritisJi 
force advanced along both banks of the river, 
the main part of it by the right or southern 
bank. On this side a feint attack \vn.s made 
upon tho Turkish trenches, but was not presses I 
home further than was necessary to attra(*t !he 
attention of the Turks and bring about a 
concentration of their troops upon the southern 
end of their lino. Meanwhile the British force 
on the left, or northern, bank pushed forwanl 
to within 3,000 yards of tho enemy, and t Ik rc 
entrenched itself. Wliilo these movt'inciifs 
were being carried out a bridge'- was llirowu 
across tho river by Captain W. S. Oldhau>, R. 10.. 
and carefully “strewn with gorse jxnd mud tn 
tleaden tho sound.” When darkness fell the 
main body of tho British force was hrougli! 
over by this bridge from the soutliern to tlu' 
northern bank, and deployed opposite the 
enemy’s left flank. This operation was tiring 
to the troops, for tho heat was great. It was 
also a hazardous one, involving, as it did, a 
inarch jujross tho front of an enemy well wit hin 
striking distance, and at night, when delay 
and confusion might ejisily arise. But with 
well-trained and eager troops such Tinimeuvres 
may no doubt at times be properly risk<'<l ; 
and no night attack being made by tlui e?jemy 
while tho manaMivre was in course of ctun- 
pletion, all went wdl. 

On tho morning of September 28 tlu' British 
force moved forward to tho final attack. 'J'he 
troops on tho southern bank maile only sia li 
demonstrati <ms as were? suflieit'iit to k<*e|i 
their enemy in front of them; and on the 
northern bank, close to the river, a brigade undi r 
Major-General Fry made a “ pinning ’’ at.ta< k 
with the same object; but further nortli tin* 
main body fell upon tho onorny’s left with tiery 
energy. This main body consisted of two 
hrigtules of infantry under Brigadier- Genera I 
l^elamain and a cavalry brigade. One i>f the 
infantry brigades, under the direct command 
of Delamain, carried out a frontal attauk 
upon some Turkish trenches which la\' 
between two stretches of marsh; the oth<*r, 
under Brigadier-General lloghton, with the 
cavalry and some armed motor-cars covering 
its right, moved wide round the enemy’s 
northern flank, and came down upon him from 
the rear. The Turks resisted bravely ; but 
the 1st Battalion of the Dorsetshire Begirncnt, 


IJKUT.-COVlMANDIUi K. C. GOOKSON, 
U.S.O.. V.C. 

Awarded the Victoria (.ross for j^allantry duriiift 
the advance to Kut. He was shot dead while 
iittcniptinft to cut a wire cable securin^i enemy 
harf^es which formed an obstruction across the river. 

with th(^ I17lh Mahnvttas, and tho 22ntl 
<*ompany of the Su-ppers and Miin'rs, stormcnl 
SI, nnloubt and its iK'ighbouring trtmehes on 
their extreme left ; anti then the two l>rigtwlt\s 
joint'd in a- e,oml)ined onshuight, under which 
tht- resist sinet* broke dtiwn. After liard fight ing 
smd st'vt'nil count <*r-aft aeks the enemy’s It'ft 
was coinjilctcly t'liveltipt'd and bcsitt'n, and by 
two t)'elot!k the whoh' rmrthorn end of tht* 
ptisition was in British hands. 

A scorching \\iiul, with dt'iise clouds of dust, 
hswl swt'pt tlifi desert, thiring tht^ vvholt^ dsiy ; 
Sind flit' long lighi in this heat, coming af(,<*r 
thii night, mart'll, had exhausted Gcntiral 
Dt'himain’s troop'^j, wht) wt'rti suffering sevtircly 
from thirst, the- marsh waiter being undrink- 
sihle. lie was tht'ri'fort*- tibliged in givt^ them 
a sht)rt rest, '^fhtai ho st*-t tliem in motion 
sigain, and prt^ssed on tt> t*omj)l(;to the victory. 
Ilis first intention naturally was to sweep 
flown tho Turkisli trenches trom north to 
.-.outh, and to striktj in flank and rear the 
foree opposed to General Fry’s brigade ; 
but at this juncture strong hoslile res€?rves 
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aj)f)earfd to tho south-west, in the direction 
of the, Turkish bridge, and General Delaniaiii, 
at once clianging front, attacked tho fresh 
enemy. H.’*8 weary troops, forgetting their 
thirst and fatigue at tho prospect of a hand- 
to-liand fight in tlie open, swe^jt forward 
with magnificent dasli, and thougli the Turks 
ff)uglit well they were overthrown and routed, 
tJio fall of night alone saving them from 
destruction. Tlie victory was complete. 
During the night tho Turks evacuated all 
the trendies they still held, and their whole 
force ft ‘11 back along tho river. They had lost 
fourtetsi guns and 4,000 men, of whom over 
1,100 were prisoners. Tho British loss in 
killed and wounded amounted to 
Though fought som(3 distance b(‘low^ Kut, 
tln‘ battle was given tho name of the Battle 
of Kut . 

\Vliil(3 th(^ land attfick was in progress the 
naval flotilla bad bt‘en snpjxating it by attack- 
ing along tlu3 river, and lafe on tlie t‘V’ening of 
the* 28th the flotilla made a gallant atti'inpt to 
force the boom. lJndt*r “ a terrific fire from both 
banks at close range,” f lio little Comet, T,.ieut.- 
Commandt'r K. C, Cookson, K.N., rammt'd the 
boom but fail(‘d to break through, and the 
brave young ofli^’er w'as shot dead w’hile trying 
to cut a win* cabU* connecting the barges. 

During the; summer of 1916 little luui been 
heard in Kn gland of tlu^ doings of tlu3 Meso- 
potamia fore(*, and toward tho end of Sei)t ember 
some imimtieiieo had begun to be showm by tlie 
Britisli piiblie at flu* sil(*nco of tho authorities, 
d'his found ex])ression in a leading art icle in The 
'riincs of S<*})ti*m})er 22, which gave an account 
of the ex])loits of the ti*oo]>s eoneerned. Tin* 
article pointed out that the campaign in 
Mesopotamia w^ius “ the only one in winch the 
Allies can claim contiminl success from tht* 
o\itsot, immarrcd by a single failure,” and it 
commented upon the spirit of “ n*d tape” in 
w’hich the War 011it*<* Inul aeted in concealing 
these succt*ssful t*xj)Ioits from tlie nation. A 
few days later the news of the fight on Septem- 
ber 28 was received, and it became know'u that 
tho Mesopotamia force had added to its 
ex]doits a fresh and striking victory. The public 
satisfaction was grt*at. If only the British 
advance luul c'lidcd at this point satisfiu^tion 
might nov’cr liave been turned into sadness and 
recrimination. But the Fates had other things 
in store. 

Kut was occupied by General Tow’iishend’s 


trf) 0 ]is on September 29. It has been described 
by Sir Mark Sykes, who saw it at this time, as 
“ a dirty, tumbledown, insanitary little town,” 
but with a minaret and decorated portals as 
perfect in design and line as tho best work of 
ancient days. It lit*s in a loop of the Tigris, 
about J140 miles from the sea, by tho river route, 
and contains about 6,000 inhabitants, largely 
Arabs., There is fertile ground about it, which 
might be greatly developed, but, except for its 
position at the northern end of the Shatt-el-ITai, 
it has no special import ance, and it will owe its 
])lace in history solely to its connexion with one 
of tho outlying episodes of tho Great War. 

Wlion General Towiishond ha<i made his 
entry into tho town his first care was to re- 
establish order. Owing to the confidence 
repos<*d in the British throughout Asia this was 
not ditlienlt. 'J'lio lato Turkish Governor had, 
it is said, been maintaining his prestige during 
tho last w eek by daily hangings and shootings. 

Kntor tlm victors ; within an hour tho women wero 
chafToring milk, datt's, and swoof limo.s, the morclwintM 
W(;ro ofTorifig contracts, j)()liccmen wore patrolling t)io 
dirty .streets, a governor was established in an oHice, 
tin‘d troop.s were .sljiriding in tho .snn wliih? })illcts wero 
sought for them, and, most imboliovublo of all, tho 
Arab ciiltivatr)rs wore dropping in to complain of a 
certain hors<nnan who had ridden through a crop of 
beans, and of u supply and transport olhccr who had 
parked hi.s belongings in a gartlen. 

The writer. Sir Mtirk Sykes, added “ It 
must not be supposed that otir coming evokes 
enthusiasm, nor our justice gratitude, nor our 
discipline admiration.” That, perhaps, was 
true, for ” Fast is Fast and West is West , and 
iu3ver tho twain shall meet.” B\it it was rH)t 
the whole truth, n,s the writer himself eletirly 
n*cogni/A*d, for he went, on : 

If the Mritish soldier leads, the Se])oy has not been 
slow to billow; and to si*e tho wounded Indian sohli«*r 
stiffen himself on his strcdcher, and sit up to salute an 
unknown British olbcor, gives ono a glimpse of that 
spirit of loyalty, pride, and glory in tlio profession of 
arms tliat no windy intriguer can dispel, and years u£ 
patient justice and devotion of forgotten generations 
of Knglishmen have evoked. 

That also is true, and it is worth remembering. 
The white man’s burden is not borne in vain. 
And it is homo not mainly or even largely by 
Governors and Viceroys and Secretaries of State, 
gootl as soint^ of them are, but by obscure 
soldiers and civilians wlio give their whole lives 
to the Fast and are unknowm to their country- 
men “ at home.” 

A remarkable consequence of the Turkish 
defeats, whieli throws some light upon the 
inetliods of the Turks in Mesopotamia and upon 




RE-EMBARKATION OF BRITISH TROOPS ON THE TIORIS. 

their relations with tho people, may, perhaps, earth. '^I'lie Turks are Sunnis, and re^a.rd t ho 
be mentioned here. Shiaiis as [len lies, })ut ttiey ]iav(’! always 

Not far from Baghdad are several slirines t«»leraf ed th(;se shrinc‘s, ])artly beeaiise t tie mass 

held sacred by tho great Shiali st'ct of Musiil- of thf‘ x\ral> tribesnuai of tlie country aro 

mans, and visited by innumerable pilgrims Sliiahs themselves, and partly, no doubt, on 

from Bersia, India, and other countries. '^Theso a(‘count of the n^vcnue to b(? (Jcriv<‘d from the 

shrines, especially Kerbela and Nejef, are also pilgrims, who are suT)je(^ted to various imposts, 

used as places of burial, and many dead art* n^gular and irregular. 

brought yearly to be interred in tlieir holy Shortly after their defeat at Shaiha, perhaps 
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an INDIAN VlACHINK-dllN SECTION IN ACTION. 


l>> thr Irciu-hcry of Mu ir Anil> 
l)ui <l()Ml><lrss in rcnl dilVicuH i<*s to hum* 
jnonoy n-nd supplit's for llio war. the I nrkisii 
aut liorit ios hc^jin to op|)i‘rss tli<‘ inliabit nuts ot 
thr Holy riarrs, cxtorliii^ from thorn mono\\ 
Vidua-hlos, and food.^t ulYs, and impivssin^^ mon 
for military srr\ It may ho douhtod nn lu-t Ihm* 
tin* I'lirks wt‘rt' not wit liin thoir rights in < allin^ 
upon t pi'opio to lioai* a- shai'<‘ ot t la* hiirdon^ 

of war ; hut tla*ir na'llaxls ^^<'r^‘ appa.r<*ntl\ a'< 
irro^mla-r as 'rnrkish methods (»f ^r(,vornna‘!)t 
usiially auv, aind sorious ahns(‘s occurnHl, homos 
hoin }4 raudisl at nidat, nu n soi/rd. and woinri. 
m«»lostod. Kinadly, aU Xo.jof, I ho populaloo, 
p<‘rhaips a ><Mn(*\\hji.t tnrl»ul(‘nt ono, I'osr in 
revolt a.ial ha.iTi<ado<l the sln^ots. 'riu-ronpon 
the 'Turks, \nIu> liad *-00! a. n-oimont with 
artillery to hold the pla.oo, turned tlieir mms on 
tlu‘ rohels and dainuiord sona* of tla‘ minau*ets ot 
theshriia*. Then* w as tlu'n some an^ry tijzhtm^, 
Ha' rt'snlt <*f whieh w a.s that thi* rebels ^ot tia* 
upf>er laual and disania*(l the 'Turkish tr<»ops. 
^Tht' ( Jox ernna'nt huildinjj:s were burnt aial t la' 
Oovernt)!’ evpi'lled. 'Thi.s T'ox'olt x\ as follow <*<l b\ 
outbn'aks a!- Kt'i bela. aial ()Ma'i* phiet's, and, in 
the end, tla* 'T\irks wen* evei y w hen' driven out. 

How far the 'I'urk'^ ^^e^e to blanu* it is not 
possible to sax, but the abh* and judieiou.s 
Resident in the IN'rsian tbdf. Sir IN'rey Cox, 
who xvas servintJt as politieal otlieer with the 
British foiees in ^Mesopotamia, <*x'idt'ntly 
considen'd that tlu* ’I’urk.'i )>rouj..,ht tla' revolt 
upon themselx'(‘s. fu any ease, the xvholo 
ineident st'enu'd to slaav that their authority 
in tla* Holy Plaee.s xvas a very pn^ariou^^ one. 


jual that the Shiah popnlatitni wa.«. b>^ no 
means <lispos(‘d to s(*rve Ihc'in with enthusiasm 
a^zainst the British invad(*rs. 

It was possibly in (*onnexLon with Ha'se 
<»utbreaks that not lonjz: afti'r the orenpation 
of Ivut a eireular letter was issued by ortlt'i’ of 
General \ixt>n to tla^ tribal ehiefs of tla» 
Arabs on the line of tla^ 'Tigris, in onhr to 
reassure, them a, bout tlu^ objeets of the British 
( ;ov«'rnm(*nt, and, if ]a>ssible, secure tla'ir 
la'utrality in the xvav. ^This letter informed tla* 
ehiefs that ( hvat liritaiu had biM'u ton ed 
into the w ar unw illin.ud.v , b> tla* uilritzia's of 
the (Jornians, who iiK'itt'd the 'Turks to ai*ts of 
hostility auainst her: that the British ('uler- 
t;iiiied the most frit‘taily feeliims towards tla' 
relij»ious authoritii*s of the eountiy, Ha* udaihi- 
ijmls of tla* Holy Blares, and tla' .\rab tribes- 
MU'u, uoue of w hom wouM )>e luolested ; and 
that the Arabs sboiikl t la'iebm^ “refuse to be 
mish'd into abaialouiue au attitude of aloofnc'sS 
aud lu'utralil y.” 

'This letter l\as Ix'c'U quoti'd b(‘<*ause it js an 
i'xet'llent eNami)le of the “ ])olitical xxoik 
xvhicli, with the la'I]) of special otheers attached 
to the lrooi><, Ihitish eonmianders in Asiatic 
wars have to take upon theinscdvos. Such 
a.[)peals to tlai inhabit aiits of invaded countries 
an*, not. nnkianvn in Thiropt'aii xvarfare, but the 
eoialitions in the Kast, where Covenimenls 
are often composed of fortdgners ruling an 
alien if not hostile population, naturally lead 
to attempts on the part of an invading force 
to tletach the iieople from their rulers. In the 
opinion of most soldiers such attempts are 
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rarely successful. Prol>a])ly tlc‘ lailk of ( Jciioral 
'rownshoai's if t!c*v nsci the. Ii‘ttei- at 

all, read it willi souanclial coiiP'inpt inui> 
ainuHemont, fcoliiij^ sure tliat the Arab cllief.'^ 
coneernov] would receive it, and auv ca-ili 
presents or robtis of lionour which luijxht 
ai'Ooinpany it, with trrave politciu'ss, and would 
thc'u proctM^I to snipe ” the inlide!, accordinii 
to eiistoin, wluaiever they jJjot the chanc(‘ 'IVx* 
often that is the only result of such t)V«.‘rt ure^ 
to un<*ivili/.ed trilx'snicn, and t ln‘ “ pt)lit ii*al " 
is a p<‘rsoii ^\•ho does not, ns a rule, corniuaiid 
warm sviupatliy in a lirilish f<a’ce. Tn nUI 
days, w’hen he was wlioUy indep<‘ndeni. of 
the Britisli coinina,n<l< r, and apt a.l t.imt‘s to 
take loo iieudi upon himst'lf, h.e was regarded, 
with a. nic‘asure of rt'a-soo, a.s j». tlauuerou'- 
nuisance; and soiik' soldiers, if theii* voi’tK 
('j‘e to b(' l)eli<'\'('d, would without deep 

n'jiret ha.vi' seen liini liaivi^ed. Ibit. that 
ba.d system has loiiK Ix'en aba.udtau‘d. ual 
now I hat the “ polit i<'a,l " is a subordinate 
like an\' other, some generals wlio know 
liow to us(' him tind hitn of more or les- \alue 
in (.*ollectin^ infornuit ion and suppli(‘s. d’liere 
are tiveii tiiiu's when his efforts Ixu* reii,l 
fruit in disaniunuc oppositi<»n a.nd brin^nn^ 
about, good relations witli th«‘ [u‘opl<* ol 
tlc’ eountry. 'Plio long-standing friendliia-ss 
betwe(;n tile British and certain A rail (diij'fs in 
Soiithi'rn J’ersia afforded an instance of this, 
and ga\'e snm<' reason to hope tha< the Arab 
f>f Ah'sopotamia might not be ftmiid wliolls 
ini[)ervit>us to diplomaiit' suasion. 

Order and confidence restoied in Knt. 


th*'ieral r« »\\ ri''hi • .d* - next can* w as to fluiik 
•Mit bis plans for ili,* pro'^ci-nt ioti, if then* was 
t»» 1)1' a prosi'cnt ion. of Ih*^ \ ictorious ^’ampaigii. 
The first, (piestion to be deeith'd was wln'tlier 
aii\ tnrtber ad\an<*e ai all was n(*ei‘ssar\' or 
<le'^n-able. It is no means obxuous tliat ibis 
wa^- the <*a-(‘. On the 4*nii<rary, tlu'rc' set'iia'd 
to be ma.n\ reason‘d w by t lie o[)port unit \ shouki 
now be taki'ii to put an I'lul to the foi-ward 
moveiiH'iit. ( bant i'd 1 bal it lia<l bt*en la'ei'ssary 
to go on as fai“ a^s Kni, a \'<'ry large concession, 

I horo < ould apparently be no need to go 
la-tiu'r. riu^ original objerts of the expedition 
had bt'cn amply attaint'd, and afft'r Iht^ xiefttry 
ju'-f won tilt'll' eoultl now Ix' no reasonab!.> 
dtaibf that tht' Ibilish foi’Ct's wi'ii' nbit' to bt'at 
olY an\ attack and hold thr lerrittiry they ha<i 
oeoiipit't I. W hy slioiild f ht‘y 1 i'\' tt> tit) mttrt' ! 
l'ntt'>:s thi'i'i' was ^ome clear anti important 
olijt t'l in \ it'w it wa sm - I\ mnu'et'ssai*N- ami 
iniprnt It'iU mi tei lakt' fi-t'sli tipt'rat ions, 

t'alliiii' foi rt'iiewi'il I iboin’ and Itisses on Iht' 
part of our troops, anti lengMKaiing the airt'.idy 
long lint' t>t etannnnntai itai -> behind llx'm. 

'Thti answor is thai then' was ntiw a clear 
and iniptif tant. objeel in \ ie^^' the eaj)tm-e tif 
Ikighdail. which it was htiptxl \V()nlil lx*, bt»th 
tm nalita.r\ aiul on [>olii ica.1 grounds, wo heas y 
al)lt)w 1 1 ) t h<‘ Turks t liat it w onld have a st'nsiblo 
etteef npt>n till' foi’fnnts of tlx' (Irt'at, W'ar. 
\\’lx> first pul forward this it li'a w a.s not known, 
lait it had t'\ it It'u 1 1\' by lliis time gained a. hold 
on the imagination not t»nl\ of the soldiers on 
tlx ^pt»t buty of titlxrs. It w fi ^ probably t Ix) 
natural outcome, if ititlied, it wti.- not jiirtly 
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A WATER-HOLE DUG IN THE DESERT. 


tlio cMiusu, of tlio decision teken in A]3ril. 
And, provided that tho J British forces available 
\v(*ro strong enongli, there was much to bo said 
for it. Baghdad was an anci<*ut and famous 
<dtv' — the capital of the Ivhalifs, and tlicrefore 
in a sense the spiritual c<aitr 0 of the Turkish 
Kmpire. Its fall would on that account 
undoubted llv have a great effect all over the 
Musuhnan Kast, and perhaps througliout 
the world ^Moreover, it was an important 
strat(*gical points — th(» military base of Turkish 
Arabia^ and so situativl that the occupation of 
it might even conceivably a fleet, in spite of 
great distance, any Turkish projects against 
Kgypt, or operations against the Russians in 
Asia ]Minor. To .save it the "JHirks would 
probably draw troops from tht\so or other 
fields. A threat to Baghdad would no doubt 
be a valuable diversion, if nothing more. 

But if all this were concedeil, tlio practical 
question before General Townshend, and 
all coi\cerned with the Mc'sopotamian campaign, 
was tlio quc'stion wladher the British forces 
in that part of the ^\orJ^l were, or conld hope 
shortly to become, strtmg enough to undertake 
such an operation with reasonabk* prospect of 
success. Baghdad was 227 miles from Kut 
by water. The distance by land wa.s much 


less, indeed not half as great, but the foreo 
at Kilt was organized for the water route, and 
had little land transport. And it \vas a small 
force. Tts original numbers bad never been 
stated othcially ; but after its losses in action, 
ami tlio greater losses due to the wear and 
tear of a campaign in great, heat and unhealtliy 
surroundings, it was now reduced to less than 
10,000 effectives. Tlie British battalions had 
been brought down to half their original 
strength, and the drafts whieh were being 
ri'ceiv^inl from India to fill up the Indian regi- 
ments consisted of raw n^eruits. The garrisons 
in the rear could hardly be expeiied to spare 
any large number of men for the forci? in the 
front. The Turks liad, it is true, been repeatedly 
beaten, but they had not fought badly, and it 
was impossible to form any accurate estimate 
of the numbers which they and their ^iVrab 
siqiporters wfiiild be able to gather for a final 
stand, ^loreover, the occuiiatiou of a city 
eontaining a ])()|)ulation of not less than 
l.iOjOOO inhabitants was in it. self a sorions 
matter. Finally, it was cpiite possible that the 
Turks, who now seemed to be liolding the 
Dardanidles without great difliimlty against 
the allied attack, might have already sent 
large reinforcemeiit.s to Baghdad, Indeed. 
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Coiioral Towiislieud to liavo rofoived 

iiifonnatiou tliat thoy liad done so. In such 
circuinstaiiccs it was at loa-st jiossibU*, it’ 
not probable, that ho might find himself 
opposed to greatly superior nurnb(»rs ; w hilo 
ho would ha\o behind hun a very long and 
precarious lino of eoniinunications through 
country hold by hostile or at least doubtful 
Arab tribes. To [)ush forward one small 
division on such an errand seemed rasli in the 
oxtremo. Kven if it got to Haghdad it woulil 
be a mere handful, too weak to do much more 
than hold the town, and liable at any time to 
be surrounded there, out <jf reach of su£)port. 
Tho whole project was too full ol risk to 
bo sound, and so on consi(.lcratiou (Jeneral 
Tow nshoi It 1 d(H* i( 1 ( ‘d . 

It is true that before tho batth^ of Kut la* 
hod contemplated an advance on Baghdad in 
ease of victory. To use his own w ords : “ 1 
told Sir John Nixon jnvvious to tlie baUl<' of 
Kut that not only did 1 liope to defeat, tin* 
Turks in their position at Kut, but also, as at- 
Kurna, to rout th(‘m com])lel<‘l\', ajid that if 



CAPTURED TURKISH RIFLES, 

And a portion of a machine-gun being sorted before sending to the base. 


I s.vw the chane(‘, a.s I ditl in May at Amara, I 
shoukl take tlu' risk of pusliing on into Baglidad 
;it tla^ het'ls of the rout.” Appjireiitly Sir John 
Nixon ha.d make n<i <Jij<'etion to this proposal. 
Hut. tho uition at Kut, llu)ugh a victory, hatl 
no(, resulted in the einuplide rout, of the 'Turks. 
TIh'v had retiri'd i\p)idl> ; hut , at all e\ laits aft er 
tho lirst eonfusitui of d(J’<'ii.t, they had Vi'tired 
ill fairly good fU’diM-, eo\'t‘retl by a stiiuig r(*a.r- 
guard wit h infjuit r\ iuidguiis ; and h\' Octolx'i* J 
(Jenera.1 Towiisliend knew that- th(‘\ hiul halt(‘d 
iiial taken up a fresh entri'iiehi'd position at 
(’tesiphon, across tin' Ihighdad road. All 
chaiu'c of riding into Hiigluhul at thi' la'cls of 
the ront Wii.s o\ er, and the (pu'stion hiul to bo 
iN'gardi'il from .i fi'i sh point, of \ iew . ( o’neral 

'Tow nsju'nd, pressing on in fairsuit w ith pjirt. 
of his forei'. laid I hc'ii reai'hed A/j/.ieh, “.‘10 
mik's fre>in ( M (‘si] »)ion ” liy land, about HM) 
miles by rivi'r, and from theiv' li(< si'iit to Sir 
John Nixon, or his t'hief of Staff, a. ti'k'grani 
which .seemed to show that in existing con- 
ditions hi* eonsiik'ic'd it dang('rons and iin- 
d(‘sira,l)l(' for liim tomaicli on Ha.ghda.d. 'Tho 
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was curiou'^ly wordt'd, but it was rom- 
piohcnsiblft oiiougli, and it was so iinportaui 
tliat it must bo j^iven in full. It ran n.^ follows : 

October 3, 1015. To Major-G(*ncrab Gcnoral Staff, 
Kut. By aviator’.s report you will see he had just 
•ct't lur Iviit, arid that the chaiico of breaking up the 
retreating 'I’nrkish forecs, which have by now taken up 
a pesition at Suliman I’ak.* no longer exists ; that 
position is astride the Baglidad rnatl and the 'rigris, and 
is estimated to be six miles of entrenehnienls. It is 
also probable that Baghdatl has sent them reiiiforec?- 
rnents. See report by aviator, which give- (» barge-:, 
5 iiioro steamers, 1 mahela, 105 hell tCMits, etc., also 
many men and many stores, etc. ; anotlier steamer five 
miles west of Suliman J’ak. My opinion, if T may be 
allowed to express one, is that up to the battle at Kut, 
our objerjt has boon to occupy strategical position of 
Kut. and to consolidate ourselves in the vilayet. f 
t’tesiphon i- now lu^ld by the ilefcntod Turkish Forces. 
Should it mil be considered politically tulvisable by 
( Jovf'rnment to occupy Baghdad at present on account 
ot doubtful situation at Dardanelles, and possibly of 
our small forces bi'ing driven out of Baghdad by stronger 
forces fi’om Arin.t.olia, which woiiM compel us to retire 
dov\ii a. long line of eoinmunicat ions teorning with 
Arabs, at prrisont more or less hostile, whose hostility 
would become acti\’e on ht'aring of our I'ctrcat, then 
1 (jonsidcr that on all militai'y grounds wi* should con- 
solidate our ])osi(ion at Kut. The sudden fall of water, 
w hich rna<le our advance in ships most diniciilf , slow', and 
toilsome, upsr't our pla.ns of entering TJaghdad on the 
lu’ols of Turks w'hile they wero rolrx'ating in disorder. 
If, on the other hand, it is t Iks desire of (ioverninent to 
occupy Baghdarl, then, unle',s gi*eat risk is to bo run, it is. 
in iny opinion, absoluteb necc'^-iarv ‘hat the advauer* 
Irom Kut by road should be carried out. me(ho<licall;y 
by two divisions or one army corps or by one divi'Nion 
Niipportod closely by nnot liei* complete division, ex*clu-i\ e 
of the garrisons of the important places of Nasiriyah, 
Ahwnz anri Amara. It i- now ipiito impossihli* for laden 
shi| )-< to go tip. 

'J’hc* gist, of ibis t(?l(‘graiii, t^xpressod in a few 
M’ord.s, apponi’s to bo : 

“On all military grounds it is nnd(\sirable 
to advanno on Baghdad u-t. present-, and w<* 
should coiitoiit ourstdves \\'ith consolidat ing 
our position u]> to Kut, whicdi htt,s hitherto 
be*'!! our. object . If, however, it. is tlio desire 
of ( tovenuiieiit , on ])olit.ieal grotimls, to occupy 
Baglulad, then, unh‘ss great risk is to be run. 
it is a.bsolutely necessary that tli<' force ordore<i 
to <lo so should consist of two divisions or one 
a.riny corps, or of one divisi<jii siip])ort('d elosedy 
b\' another et>niplett‘ division, <*xelusi\’e of the 
ga.rrisons of iui[)erta.nt places below.” 

In face of this ((degram tbaieral Nixon, who 
was himself at Kut, <lid not pr(‘ss Cicneral 
'rownshend to mov(' forward, but lid't- Jiini at 
.V/.i/ioh ; stnaigthening Jiiiii as time went on 
by such reinforcements as were available in 
the country, which amounted to a })rigade of 
infa.iitry, two regiments of cavalry, and a 
battery of artillery. On October 24 it became 

♦ (^lopiphon. 

t 'I'lio province «*t 


known that two luon^ divisions were being sent 
to M<‘M)potamia from France, and this hedd 
€3ut a prospect that if there w'as to be an 
fwlv'ancc on Baghdad it would be possible to 
make it in the strength considered by (General 
Townsliciid to he “absolutely necessary.” 
Then, on some date unknow’n, but at some 
period in October long before tlie arrival 
of the divisions from France, General Nixon 
soems to liave expressed to the Indian Govern- 
ment, or direct to the Home Government, 
either of Jiis own a,ccord or in answ^er to inquiry, 
an opinion in favour of an adviuicc*; the 
Gov'ernment of India accept eil it, and H.M. 
(ioverninent did likewise. Upon this General 
Nixon gave (joncral Townshend the word 
to move forward, and he did so. On Novem- 
1)1 •!• 1 I his advanced troops, the eavalr 3 '^ and 
a brigade of infantry, broke up camp at 
A/.i/Jeb, and a few days later the w4iole of 
thv force w^a- in marcli for Baghdtad. 

It was still a small force for such an under- 
taking, pcrba,[)s 12,000 men all told ; but 
(l(Mii‘ral Towaishend made no protest as to its 
inadequacy, regarding his telegram of Octo- 
lier .*» as “all lliat a subordinate commander 
could do ” in this respect ; and General Nixon 
assumed, rightly or wrongly, that lie no 
longer thought himself too weak. Indeed, 
after some personal communication betw^Cion 
General Nixon’s Ghief of Staff and General 
Fowmsbond, it- seemi^d to Gf'iu'ral Nixon “ quite 
<4ear that tlu^ Hna.l eonfirmation of t he coming 
of two divisii>ns from Fra.nee had satisfied 
him (I’ow’jishend) that the conditions he men- 
tionv'd at the beginning of the month were 
fultilk'd.” TTow this can have been the easo, 
wlien the two divisions wero still in Frane<‘ or 
on the high seas, is not eas^' to understand, 
for (general 'rowiishend’s division was certainly 
not “supported closely by another complete 
division.” Flial, liowever, was a mailer 
between tlie tw’o soldiers only, for General 
Fowiishend’s t <‘legra.m of October 3, being I lie 
telegram of a subordinate, had not boon sent 
on to the Government of India. 

Aleanwhik' thi' eainpaigii bad been attracting 
much attention in Fnglaiid, and on November 2 
the matter eami' up in the House of Commons. 
M'lie Prime ^linister, Mr. Asquith, then took 
upon himself the duty of explaining tbo 
situation. He announced that Sir Jolm Nixon 
wa'^ withiiA measiu*ablc distance of Baghdad. 
“ I do not think,” he said, “ that in tho whole 
course of tho war there has been a series of 
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WADING IIIKOUGH THH MARSllKS. 

Indian troops advancing* lo the support ol a Hritish :itf'.u’k. 


opemMuns more efirelulJy ctmf ri\ ctL 
l)rillirtntly eonduclod, and witli a bcUcr pn>- 
of final succors.” Tho Hnnso chfi'n-d. 
ttiKl lh(i inforemro drawn from iJiis sprocli liy 
the couTitrN'^ was l-hat- Hritisli troops would 
soon he in oofiipat ion of ilio famous c-it\. 
General TowiKsliend s subsequent adv'aiie(‘ from 
Azizitdi was tliererorc regarded with cdnerfiib 
ness, and it was eonfidtmtly )iope<i tliat tin* 
blow striiek at tiu* Turks in this quarter woiihl 
be stjuio eompensation for tl»e great lo>-.i-- 
and disappoint m(*nts of tlie imijapp^ \’rijtur«- in 


the I ).i r*da rn “Ill's. d'Im.l hope, dou))t less sluu'rd 
l>\ tin- < Jo\ enimi'iit , aii<l presumably tin real 
ejiuse ot tile advance, w as lieighi eued t(>wa,rds 
the 1*0(1 ol NoN'eiiilier b\ reports of a. \ ietoiy 
Lraiiied b\ (leneral 'Tow ushend within 20 
miles of I{a.L!hda,d, and it seem(‘‘d a." if (he eou- 
tidenei of the Piiuie Miui.strr was nu the point 
( 't being full v“ just itied. 

'ldi<*n the })low fell- 'The first rei)ort> ol the 
\ietoiy, though leaving -ome room for doubt 
liad been g(*nera.ll\’ sat isfa.et <>ry. A f(‘W days 
:.iTfr it wa^ stated b\ tin* India (Jfhere* that 
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General TowiiHliencl liad “ withdrawn his force 
to a position lower down the river,” which 
lookf'd oininons. Finally, on December 0, 
it was kiHJwn that the victory had been turned 
into a repulse, and that the British were in 
full retreat down tlie lino of tho Tigris. A 
“ severe check ” had been administered to tho 
expeditionary force, whose record till then had 
been one of unrnarred success, and there was 
to bo no speedy capture of Baghdad. It was 
a deep disap[)(3intment to the nation, already 
saddened by the gloom which hung over the 
Dardanelles. 

(k'lieral Townshend had in truth suffered not 
a deh'ut in the open field, but still n. repulse 



wluVh mad(* it el<*ar that liis smu.ll force had 
shot its bolt. Tlie story of that repulse and 
its cons<*quene(‘s is honourable to him and his 
troops, who did all that men could do; but 
it is noiu' tht‘ less a nudaneholy one, and there 
was sonu' reason to fear that political reasons 
might in this instance, as so often before, 
hav’e been allowt'd to override military con- 
siderations. 

Advancing by both banks of tho Tigris, with 
little opposition, w liilo tiu* flotilla of war boats 
and transport followed closely by the river bed. 
General Townslu'iid’s division was concentrated 
on November 21 at Lajj, a point nine milc*s from 
the Turkish position. Information had reached 
him that thi-i was held by his old opponent, 
Nur-ed-Din Bey, with 12,000 regular troops and 
38 guns, besides Arabs ; and there were reports 
that large Turkish reinforcements were about to 
join the enemy. The truth of these reports could 
not bo ascertained, but, in case they should l>e 


true, it was evidently desirable that Nur-ed-Din 
should, if possible, be attacked and beaten 
before his reinforcements came up. General 
Townshend therefore decided to attack at once, 
and, leaving his shipping at Lajj, he marched 
on the night of the 21st, arriving before daylight 
in front of tho Turkish linos, which had been 
thoroughly reconnoitred by. his airmen. 

Ctesiphon was a place of deep historical 
interest. It had in ancient times been the 
ea]>ital of the Persian kingdom of the Chosroes ; 
and thirteen hundred years before tho date on 
which it first heard the sound of British guns 
it had bet'u the scene of memorable warfare 
between Moslems and Infidc'ls. In tho year 
030 A.D., soon after the deatli of tho Prophet, 
when the Arab frilx's, swarming from their 
desert sands in all the ardour of a new-born 
faith, had boldly thrown dowT^i the gauntlet to 
the two great ])owers of the u orld, “ Rum ” and 
Peu-sia, th(> host of Islam, marching from 
victory lo victory, finally drove tln^ Persians 
back to th(‘ir ca])ital on the Tigris. At that t ime 
(4(‘si|)hon (*xt(ndod to both banks of the river 
and includc'd S(‘leucin, the former capital of the 
Alt‘xandrian kings. Tlare the Arabs wen* 
ch<'ck(‘d. for the walls of Seleucia W('re too stn)ng 
for tlu‘m to storm, and their rudo engiiu's of 
warfare ma(h* no impression on the ramparts of 
sunlmriit brick, hor months the Persians heUl 
their assailants at bay. TJi(*n, at last, worn out 
by famine, th»* garrison evacuated the town in 
th<* night, and crossed the ri\’c*r to Gtesiphon, 
taking with them all tlR*ir boats. For some we(*ks 
longer the Arabs remaj‘n<*d in sight of the city 
and of the palace of the Ghosroes, w ith its great 
hall of white marble and stately Arch, already 
one of the wonders of the world. Tlicir efforts 
to collect boats ])rovcd unsuccessful, and it 
seemed as if, after all, their army of 00,000 men 
would l»ave to raise the siege. But, when hop(‘ 
ha<l almost left them, a desertc^r told them of a 
ford where, with some swimming perhaps, their 
horses might get across the ri\'cr. It seemed a 
des]K*rate ventun*, for the stn'am was swift, and 
on the rise, but, after some hesitation, they 
decided to put their fort unes to tho hazard, and 
a body of picked horsemen plunged into tho 
flood. They reached the farther shore, and 
driving back a few^ f)f the enemy w'ho opposed 
tlieir landing, secured the ford. The Persians, 
taken by surprise, fled panic-stricken, and tho 
whole city fell into the hands of the conquerors. 
Tho spoil was of priceless value — millions in 
coin, with countless vessels of gold and silver. 
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And A groat storo of je\v(‘ls and wealth of all 
kinds, including the regalia of the l*orsian 
Ktnpiro and the sword of tho Cliosroes. The 
Arab loader took up his residence in tho r<»ya.l 
palace, and the (bvat I fall was turiK'd into a. 
House of prayer for the worshi[» of the thul of 
Tslain. 

A himdred years later, when (he Khalif 
of tho day fiad chosen Baghdad for tho site 
of his future capital, ho resolved to demolish 
the palaco of tho Cliosroes to provide niateria.1 
for the new city. Much of it ho overthrew and 
carried away, but not all. “ The noblo Arch, 
hard as iron,” says the historian of tlie Khalifate, 
“withstood the piekax<‘,” defying all his 
efforts. “ And there on the river’s left bank 
still stands tho grand nnjiiLunent in majesty, 
while all around is now a bare and sandy 
jilain.” 

It was to look down, nHor twelve centuries 
more had jiassed, upon the grim siruggle in 
which British and Turks, backed by their liulijuv 
and Arab allies, contendinl for the niasii iy of 
]\resopotamia, Fmm the British lines at hajj, 
on the (‘vtMung of Xovemlaa’ 21, it had l)e{‘u 
soon standing out against a blood-red sims<‘t 
skv : and in the morning th<* llritish soldier 


awoke from his uneasy sh't^p on tlie chilly 
moonlit plain to s»'e it facing tlu* sunrise, with 
the 'rurkish host gathered about, it. '^rradition 
lives hmg in the l\a.st, and ])erhaps the Arabs 
who confronted the invader of tht'ir country 
lt)und I'licourageinent from the great mass that, 
towc'red abo\e tlaan, a silent, witiu^ss to the 
ancient conquests of tla‘ii‘ race. It ma\ even be 
possible that some fi‘eling of the kiial had its 
inthience in h'ading the Tiirks to lix upon this 
spot for their last stand in defence of ]highda.(i. 
^lore probably tht'ir ( {erman-traintd olVieers 
lt>un<l other reasons for tht' cht>ie(', but senti- 
intait ami supt'rst it ion ha-vt' a. strt>ng holt! on the 
l^asti'rn mind. 

Xur-ed-l)in and his (rt)ops had taki'n up a 
pt>sition sonu'w hat similar to (he out' from w hich 
tlu‘\ had bt't'n dri\t'n at Ivut. It Ia.y astride tht' 
'Tigris, and ct^nsistt'd t»f two lines of cai’t'fully 
prepared t'ut rt'nclimi'nts st rt'iigt lu'iied b\ n*- 
doiibts. 'Tht' th'st lint' was about- nine miles in 
length -six (t) the nt)rth t)f tlie ri\ei', t hi*t‘e to 
the staith. M’lit' st'cond lint' was rtaighly parallel 
tf) the lirst livt' miles bt'himl it on the staith 
Itank, twt> milt'S behinti it tm tin' mu-tli bank. 
In rt'ar of (lie st'contl lint' was a bi’idge ct)nni‘et- 
ing t he t w o w ings ttf 1 h«‘ arm\ . ( Mttst* bt'side t lu' 
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ri\t‘r on tin* noi'tli side, nnd midway lx‘tw<*t*ii 
Uh* two linos, stood tin* ( d‘(*at Arch. 

Ah at Kilt, (Imoral 'I’ownshonit attacked the 
l<*ft ot‘ tho (‘ncmy’s position, and affor a sovcre 
fh<* Tront liiai of troncties was sformt'tl with 
“a rush and a. roar of ohoerinji^.” TJic 45111 
'rnrkisli di\isif>n, \\hi<*h hold tlaan, was ])ra<‘ti- 
cally dostro\od. It lost; IdJOO jirisora'rs, and 
the trcaiolios won* ohokod with d(*ad. The 
attaitkin^^; foroo tlion pressed on, across a flat, 
bare <los<*i f , towai iK tla.» s(‘oon<l liiuj, losing 
heavily from the ai’iillory and liflo fire of the 
'I'lirks. Xovorl holoss, ad\ anoing by short- 
rushes t h(‘\’ a t last roaohi'd 1 ho lino, a-iul, fight ing 
fiereely, oa.rried a. poifion of the fronoh<‘s. 
with i‘iglif 'rnrkish guns. Ihit f hon* flu* 
HUCM’oss of those bravo troops eamo to an iMid. 
Jbinging uj> strong roinfoioomont s of fresh 
iiKMi, till' Turks ma<lo oia* oouul <‘r af t aok after 
anothi'r; I. he fide of battle swayi'd backwards 
and forwards; tin' captured guns changed 
hands time aft(‘r tina* : ammunition ran shorty 
all tia? luuU^s ha.viiig IxH-n killed by shrapnel, 
and at last, a.s night h'll. it was st'en that 
our peopl(‘ couUl <lo no mor<*. L<‘aving, 
sorely" against tiaar will, the guns in tlie 
hands of the enc'my, they were withdrawn to 
the line of ti'enehc'S t hey had first taken, and 
then* they spent the night. It was far from 
being a night of compk'te rest, for tht* Turks, 
<*tnboldoned Iw their suec(*ss, stM'ined dis- 
posed to attack in the darkiu'ss the lin<' they 
liiwl lost. Hut their attacks, if, inck'C'd. 
they ever iiKNint to attae-k, enine to nolhiiig, 
and in the morning our w<*aiy troops still held 
not only the first 'rurlvish position but soiim' 
ground beyond. 

I lin ing tJiis da\ , \h)\embei' :?I5, (ieni'ral 
Townsbend reorgaiii/.ed his force in this 
position, and (’olleeted his inma'rous wounded, 
!»iit no attempt was made at a fn^sli advance. 
‘‘ (^wing to li(ni\'\- los-^es in kil!(‘d an<l w lamded 
it w as inadvi.sabk' f o reiMWN t b(* otfensivi*." 'The 
'Turks undia-slood, a,ii<l throughout f following 
night they nauk* r<‘]M'ated attacks all aU>ng the 
lint*. rh<*v were beatiMi off with great loss, 
tlu'ir ad\’aneing mass<‘s being <lis])(‘rs('d in 
ev(‘rv eas<‘ befon* tli('\ got to close (piarteis, 
and wlu'n day broke our e.avalrv were well 
forward. All about the base t)f the Arch Wius 
the gallop and glint of horsemt'ii who wlieeled 
in the level sun.” It 'was believed that another 
a.dvan<*(* w-ould take place without ilelay^. 

Hut uo orders enmi* to move forward. 
Ni>vember 24 was, like the 2,‘lrd, a day of 


comparative inaction, spent in removing to 
Lajj the w’Oun<ied and prisoners, now’ amounting 
to l,t)50, and a third night was passed in the 
same position, lluring this night the Turks 
did little to mok^st the Hritish force, and on the 
morning of t)ie 25! }i it was still hoped that they 
were about to abaiaton the liard-fought ])attle- 
field, which was covered with their dead and 
w^oundetl. This liojic was soon at an (md. 
Mor(^ 'Turkish reinforeemeiits came iip, and 
during tlu' afternoon it w’as secai that lurg(‘ 
l olunms were moving down to torn both of the 
Hritish Hanks, wliile bodies of cavalry began to 
threat on the rear. Kacod by fre-sli troops 
great 1\ outnumbering liis owai, ]K'rhaps in the 
proportion of three or four to one, and encum- 
bered by thousands of ])risom'rs and wounded, 
the liritish eommaiider recogni/cd that aiu>lh(‘r 
attack could not succcihI. To remain where he 
was woukl to ineair thc^ daiigia* of btsug cut 
off from Jiis base. During tlu^ niglit of flic 
251 li he withdri'w to bajj, where his boats 
aial supplies had risnained. The advance on 
Ha-glidatl was ov(t. Tlie Arcli of th(^ Chosro(*s 
liad proved tlu* high-water mark of iiiva-sion. 

bajj, wJii‘ri‘ (J(‘ii(‘ral 'Tow’nslicMid halted during 
November 2(>. was not a jilaec* at which he 
could make a permanent stand. ‘‘ A position 
so far from base's of supply,” (hau'ral Nixon 
wrot«% “with a Niilnerable line of <M>mmuni(^a - 
lion along the winding shallow riv<‘r, w'as 
unfa vourabk' for ddence. It w^as necessary" to 
w'itlulraw tartlua* down stream to a more 
sc'ciire locality until comlit ions might t'nabk^ a 
resumption of tlie olTensive.” 'The pkure 
selei’ted was Kuf, w'hicli had already, 
to some extent, becai supplied and pn'jiared. 
'There the retreating force might hoja* to b<‘ 
joined before many’ wet'ks had ])assed by r(‘in- 
fori'eineiits fi'om bi'low. .Kut was far in ivar 
210 mik'S by" t he riv(‘r and 70 or more Djy road — 
but tiu' decision se'cmetl sound. On Novem- 
ber 27 the retrt*al began, and for about half t he 
distance was not mueh molested. But the 
'Turks had no intent ion of letting their enemy 
eseap<' uns<*ath('d, or escape at all if they could 
h<*lp it. Their mounted troops w’on^ pushing 
down the river roimd the British flanks, and, 
lus Townshi'iid liail foreseen, the Arabs t^f I lie 
neighbouring country" w’ere- liost ile. Many of 
them had joineii w'hat they now' believed 
to be the winning side, and it was (*vident 
that the Britisli iniglit soon find their retreat 
intercepted. Enemy liorseinen w’ere reported 
1 ‘ven below' Kut. lmi)eded as they 'w^ere by 
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tho iiucesvsity of keo]nng within s\ii)por(in^ 
di.stanco of tlic^ naval flotilla, and boats, which 
woro constantly groniKlin^r the loops and 
twists of tho river, thi^ retiriivK troops could 
not push on as ra[)idly as tlu*y mi^ht havt‘ 
<iono ; anti this ^avo tho tMUMuy limt' to 
overtake them. The position was one to cause 
grave anxiety. 

On November 29 the cavalry under Ih igadier 
Coiioral llob(*rts drovt' Ijack some enemy 
liorsemen who were attacking a. stranded 
gunboat. Thti 11th Hussars and 7th Hairiana 
Lancers matle a succ<‘ssful charge, and killed 


BRITISH TROOPS GETTING 

or woimde<l 140 of them. I^ut tlie Turks 
were still advancing, aiul on the following 
day Gerujral Tow’nsheml was forced to halt at 
ITmm-el-Tubal because the shipping was in 
trouble owing to shoal water, the gunboat 
Shaitan having grounded. Ifer guns and 
stores wore removed by the Firefly and Shushan 
undt‘r heavy sniping froiu b{)th banks, but the 
Shaitan could not be rt?floated, and hatl tf) be 
abandoned, 'idle delay was considerable, and 
<hiring the night of tluj 30th tho whole? Turkish 
force carno up. At daylight on ]X;comher I 
they attacked in great strength, anti a hard 
fight ensued. The Turks lost heavily from 
the British artillery fire, and a successful 
attack made by the cavalry brigade against 
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a eoliimn which trit'd to t'livelop Hie British 
righi Hank taiahlt'd (lent'i'al d’ownsht'ntl to 
break tiff tlu? light and n tire. But the eiuany's 
attaeks w'ere rt'sehitt'. and ht‘ rt'poi'ted that 
only “tin* sjjlendid si tin lintss t)f t Im tnmps 
and the (‘xet'llenef ..f Ids Brigadiers” had 
al!owt‘d him to extruate his feree from its 
tliOic\ill pi)sition. It had Ix'en in serious 
tlancer, and though tin* 'tiirks were shakt'ii 
off for llu* time their sup.Miority in tin* tield 
w as now manitt‘-t . 

On Di'tM inlxu* .‘I, willaait further lighting, t.Jie 
liritish f<a'e<* was “installed n.f Kut.” a.nd the 


A GUN OVER A “BUND.” 

rf*tr(‘at was at. an end. Though closely ])ress<*d, 
Ceneral 'Townshend had brought in with him 
the LOoO prisf)n(“r.s takcai at (’t(*siphon, and there 
Inwi nc'ver Ixm-ii anythirig approar'hing a rout. 
Nevt*rt heh *ss, I h(* los.s(*s of the forces duriiig tin? 
battle a.nd retreat, had been seven* — L507 men 
— and tin* naval flotilla had Ix'cn f)l)ligcd to 
aliandon not. only tlie Shaitan, ])nt filso tin* 
Firelly and (‘omet., w hich had groiindcxl during 
the light, of D(*e(*mlx*r 1. 4iiid Ix'en surn)undcd 
hy the enemy. 'Flieir cn‘ws wi re taken f)lT with 
grt*at ditricully hy tlie Snniana under clos«* and 
hca.vy lire. “Throughout. tln?se operations,” 
General Xixf)n wrote*, “ Gaptain Nunn, Lieu- 
tt*nant Kddis. who was w'e)nnded, and all 
olhccu’s and nn*n of the naval flotilla bchav<*d 
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MAJOR-CJHNERAL M. COWPER, C.I.E., 
Head of the Administrative Staff at Basra. 

with coohit'ss and bravfTy under most 

i ryin^ (*ir<*iimstnn(‘«‘s.'’ 

Once th<' n‘t rtni-t wa.s evc'r, (h'neral l''o\vnsliend 
s(»t to work to si I’enut Ill'll his position mid 
prepare to stand a siege until relief should arrive 
from the south. Iveinforeeinents for Me.so- 
potainia were known to he coming from over 
stvis, and it w'ii.s hoped tliat wath the force 
already under (Jenera.l Xixon’s command there 
'would soon be troops enough not only to relieve 
Kut but even to resume tlio interrupted 


advance. Afean while the fir.st thing was to get 
rid of all superfluous men and animals. The 
numerous sick and woiuided, and the Turkish 
prisoners, were sent down to Jiasra by water. 
On Dec('mbt‘r l» the cavalry, who could be more 
useful outside, and a convoy of transjiort 
animals, marched down the road towards 
Ainara. All unnecessary shippiiig w^as also sent 
aw’ay. These measures w'l're carried out just in 
time, for on tlie day thc' ca\'alry left Kut. the 
enemy closed in upon the northern front of tiie 
position, and on the following day tho invest- 
ment of the jilace w^as complete. 

As before staled. Kut lies in a loop of the 
'Tigris. This loop has the shape of the lettc^r U, 
with its open end pointing about north-west. 
The low'll is at the opposite c'lid, near the sfKifc 
where the Shatt-el-1 lai Hows out of the Tigris. 
'The loop is about two miles in length and a milo 
in lireadth. Ai^ross the open end had bef*n 
const ructefl a lint' of deh'uces, which were now 
stri'iigthi'iied. The lint' terminated at its 
easli'rn exlremity in a. redoubl, close to W’liich 
was a biidge of lioats across tlio river. Two 
di'laeheil po^^ls were thrown out on tho right 
))a.nk of the river, one to cover the bridge, tlio 
olhi'i' opposite the toj^vn. 

'I'he sii'ge now began. On Deei'mlx'r 8 the 
enemy bombarded lieaA’il\' from llirei' sides, a.nd 
Niir-etl-l )iii called upon ( leneral Townshi'iid to 
surrender. On tlii' 1)1 h I he 'Turks attacked the 
di'taehment on thi' right hank covering tli>' 
liridge, anil it wa.s forei'd to n'lii’c. 'The bridge 
was now ust'li'ss, if not dangerous, as tlie enemy 
held the riglit bank in such fort'c that an attack 
upon him would have bi'cn impracticable, and 
(Jeiieral Townsheiid decided that tlie hridgvi 
must be demolished. His orders were success- 
fully carried out, with little loss, by a party 
under hieutenant A. 13. ]Matliews, and 

Lieutenant K. T. Sweet, of the 2nd Hattalion, 
7th ( Jurkha Kiflos. 

Then followed several days of eontiiuious 
bombardment, varied liy attacks which were 
Ix'aten off with severe loss to the Turks. In one 
such attack, on Dccoinber 12, General Xixou 
reported that their (*asualties were estimated at 
1,000 killed and w'oundi'd. After this the enemy 
settled dowm to regular siege operations and 
confined themselves to sapping and mining. 
Two or three successful sorties on a small scale 
were made by the garrison, w'ho were in gooil 
lieart and in no difliculty about supplie.*^. 
Nothing perhaps did more to keep up their 
spirits than the example of their commander. 
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always clieory and cnnfuli'nt and alnawt lioyir^li 
in his lovo of fun. 8o uuittors fontinurd until 
Christinas Kvo, whon anotla^r alt ark, and tliis 
time a formidable one, was made upon mir 
works. The point soUvted by the cau iuy w as t lie 
redoubt previously mentioned, at- the north- 
<*a.st eoriK'r of th(‘ defenet's. This ri'doubt was 
heavily bombarded during the niglit of l)<‘e<Mn- 
her 23, and throughout the morning of the 
24th, the parajiet was breached, aiul tlu'u, 
believing their time was come, th«' Turks 
swarmed out of th(*ir trendies, a liundred yards 
away, and suddenly rushed to the assault. 
Their onset was a.t lirst suecessful, Tlu‘v 
got through the breach, and for a lime it 
looked as if they might- maintain tlu*ir liold. 
Their success was shortlived, for a strong 
counter-attack was Uumclu'd agahist Ihtan, and, 
after a hand-to-liand tight, in wliich the Oxford 
Light Infantry and Norfolk Ih'gimenI wt'n* 
conspicuous, lh(‘y w(*re driven out, leaving 
200 dead in (h«‘ redoubt. This first faihir<‘ 
did not discourage them. Cnder cover of dark* 
iu‘ss they ret iiriu'd to the a.ssault , fri'sh troops 
p<^uring in to till flie plaei* of those who fell, and 
at least on(^<^ they again sueet'cck'd in (‘Ifeeting n 
lodgment. I>nt they were' again <'Xtieileil, the 
garrison light ing with desperate r(‘sohjtion, a.nd 
though th(^ struggle las((‘d lliroughout tin* 
night, sunrise on Christmas morning saw it at 
an end. It had ri snlb'd in a bloody repnls<‘ ha* 
the assailants, whose d(‘a.tl lay h(‘aped in and 
around tlu^ redoubt. Th(‘y ha-d bc'en <lriv<‘n not 
firily out of the defences but out of tia'ir fore- 
most line of trench, and tlu* garrison wen* left 
to pass their Christmas Day in p(‘a<*c. 

Krom tlu'n until the chisi* of the year no 
further attacks of Ihc' kind v\en* di‘liv’ered. A 
large body of tla* <*iiemy mareluxi round Knt 
and took up a position some miles down tin* 
river, to block a-ny attemjit at reli(*f, while the 
rest of his troops kept the garrison elos<‘ly 
besieged ; but, for the time, any chance of the 
speedy fall of the place seemed to be* o\M*r. 

Thus ended the advance* from \N'hie*h so 
much had be*en lie^pe.Ml. Sin<*e tJie lauding e»f 
the 3 e^xpedit iemary force', 14 months e‘arlier, 
the Turks had been re»p(^ateelly bejaten on tlie-ir 
own ground, and a large_^ Turkisli pr^iv'inee hael 
been conquered. Kinally a boely of Ihitish 
troops had marched up almost to within sight 
of Baghdad, more than r)0() miles from tius 
sea. Then, after a gallant and jjartially-suc- 
cessful attempt to storm a stre>ng e iitr<*nelied 


ju>sitie>n he'lel by gn'ally supe'rior unmbe'rs, tbe'i 
advani'e* e_>f the* Ihitisli force* hael be'e'ii che'e*k(*el, 
and e'veMitually it luid beM‘u e>blig<*el te> fall 
hae-k tej a point 200 mile's down the' river. 
But it' had geau* bj»e*l-_ lighting ste*aelily, anel 
be*aring e)tY with it a laigt* number of prise)ne*rs 
wre'ste-d fi'oni tin* e*nt n iie hme nls of its e'ne'my. 
Tlie att<*mpt on Haghelael had biile'el, but- un- 
epicst innably the* balane i* of lueiuair anel aelv an- 
tage* still lay with the* invaeie'is. They we're> 
still in j)e»ss(*ssie»n eef a gre'at ti-ae*l- of Turkisli 
le*rrite)ry, anel the*\' had shown again anel agiiin 
that British troeips, and Inelian tre)e»j)s le‘el hy 
British e)(lie*e*rs, v\e're' iMt>rt* than a- mate'll for an 
tMjnal number of Turks e'\e*n whe*n the' d'nrks 
vve*re‘ traiiu'el anel ilire'e*le*el by (h'rman e»llie*e'rs, 
anel lie'Iel slreuig peisitieins. British anel In- 
eliaris alike* ft'lt that the*v we*re' the' be'ttcr me*n, 
anel neit (lise*e)nrage*me*nt lait a spirit- e>f jirieh' 
anel ee)nliel(*nee* was the* re'sult- of the' ve'ar’s 
light ing. 

Newe'rt he*le'ss the* bleav at Bagliela.el hael 
faile'd ; anel 1 hej British nation, sore' at- its 
elisappeiini meat , ne»w ele‘mane|e‘el tei know vvhe> 
was tei blame*. It vsas f(*lf, as fiirthe*r infeirma- 
tion <‘ame' in, that CleMie'pal d'eavushe'iiers feaeio 



[UUtoll Ol^'ry, 


GENERAL SIR BEAUCHAMP DUFF, G.C.B., 

Commander-m-Chief in India. 
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had boon fnr too Hinall for the work expected 
of it. I'hcro were, nioreover, reports that the 
provision maile for the transport and moflical 
requirements of the force tiad been (JepJorably 
insuthcient, and that our troops, especially 
tho sick and wounded, had been cxposc^d to 
wholly unnecessary sulieriiigs. A vehement 
feeling of indignation arose, and grow stronger 
day l>y day. 

Time would doubtless show who was in . 
fact responsible for the reverse sustained by 
our arms. I'lu^ first, and perhaps the natural, 
inclination of the I^ritish public in such cases, 
has always been to throw the blame on the 
military commamler. But military reverses 
have not always b.^en duo to the soldiers in 
command. Any reader of Fortescuo’s “ 1 fistory 
of the British Army ” must have had it brought 
home to him, if ho did not know it already, 
that too oftl^n the reputation of British generals 
and the lives of British troops have been wan- 
tonly sa(aineed by the incompebaice or selfish- 
ness of statesmen and politicians. When the 
case came up for judgment., on full knowl<*dge 
of th<^ facts, tlui qu(‘stion for decision was 
not which general blundered, but what authori- 
ties, military or civil, were chiefly to blame. 
His Majesty’s (Government and tlu^ (.Govern- 
inont of India wert^ b«)th concu^rnetl in the 
iiiviision of I\T('s()[)()tamia and the march on 
Baglulad. 'Tlaw might have b<‘cn wholly free 
from fault in the' matt-cn’ ; but they might have 
been not only in fault but primarily and 
chietly in fault. They could not be absolved 
at the expense ot the solditTs on tlie .spot 
unless it was ch'arly provt'd that the s<»ldiers 
misl(Hl them, and that they neither took the 
initiative in urging tlie unfortunate advance 
nor could properly have forbidden it. 

It was possible that this could be proved. 'J'he 
military commandia's might be .shown to have 
erred from over-bohlness, and to have pre.ssed 
their views upon their Governments in such a 
way that those Governments could not decline 
t*) accept them. This setaned the less unlikely 
from the fa<d that the military commanders 
had been trained in a school where boldness 
of action was steadily ineulcated. For many 
generations, ever since the foremost of our 
Sepoy generals, Arthur Wellesley, 

Agjiinst tho myriacl.>4 of Assayo 

Clashi'il with his liory fow ami won, 

it has boon the tradition of the Indian Army 
that an Asiatie enenty can best be met by bold 


attack, and that nothing is so dangerous as 
any .show of backwardness. That tradition is 
based on countles.s wars. Clive, long before 
Wellesley’s day, Roberts and many others in 
later times, have helped to found or establish 
it. If on rare occa.sions in our Asiatic history 
over-boldness led to defeat, it led, times without 
number, to victory against almost hopek^ss 
odd.M, It was the very foundation of our 
Indian Kmpiro. Therefore it did not seem 
altogether improbable that the military com- 
manders in tliis campaign were ov^er bold, and 
that they pre.s.scd tljcir views on their intern- 
ments with a confidence which was hard to resist. 

But this was not yet proved. General 
Townshend’s tek'gram of October 3 seemed to 
throw much doubt upon it, and to suggest that 
the advance on Baghdad was made on political 
rather than on military grounds. In the House 
of Lords, on Oeceinber 8, Lord Crowe declared 
that “ the early capture of Baghdad would 
have boeu a great stroke both from a military 
and a politi(‘al point of view.” He was then 
generously dcfc'iiding the man who actually 
caiTi(‘d out tln^ advance. ” It was a complete 
error,” he said, ” (o suppose that this was a 
ra^li military adventure undertaken by Gomu*al 
Tovvn.shcnd on bis own initiative. The advance 
on Baghdad had been contemplated some 
mont hs ago.” Ho went on to say that ” a 
suHicient. forces hatl been collected to carry out 
the operation, the whole proceedings having 
been thought out by the (.’ominander-in-Chic'f, 
Sir John ^’ixon.” But lu^ did not show, or 
allege, that the initiativ’^e was Sir John Nixon’s. 
It seeiiK’d not impo.ssible that His Majesty’s 
(Gtjvermnc^nt, anxious to liave in the capture 
of Jhxghdad a set-off against the evacuation 
of the Dardanelles, themselves suggested or 
pressed the advance. 

As to th(i alleged breakdown in medical 
arrangements, and in other respects, tliere was 
undoubtedly strong ground for the feeling of 
the nation that the matter demanded thorough 
investigation, and the sternest apportionment 
of blame for any avoidable suffering inflicted 
upon our brave and patient soldiery, who under 
the best conditions would have suffered much. 
On the facts as reported the nation did well 
to be angry ; and it was expected that sooner or 
later it would y)ron ounce an unsparing judg- 
ment. Th<^ times are gone for ever when the 
soldier could be safely neglected and left to 
die in misery for want of liis country’s care. 



CHAPTER CI-IX. 


THE RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN OP^ 
1915-16 IN ARMENIA. 


'FhK KaHI.Y ()l*ERATlONS IN THE ( ’AIGAsrs — l\)srnoN IN Sl’MMKH OK 1 ‘.M T) Th K ( 5 RAM) l)UKi:'s 
('OMMAND — PRKrARATIONS FOR THE OkkENSIX K 'I'l RKISH STRENGTH -ThE HrI'I'ISH OPERATIONS 

IN Mesopotamia --(Jene:rai. Yitoenitgu's < Ireat Aovange Kali, ok h^R/JHiiiM, KEURtrARv^ Hi, 
1910 —Capture of ISIush and I^itlis Keeling in 'Ti rkev Kresh Russian Ai)\ ani e \avai. 
Assistani^e — Faee of I'rebizoni) - ( Jeneral Haratokk in 'Tough with (Jeneral Lake Last 
Thase of the Kussian Campaign — Some 'Turkish Suggesses Kall ok IOr/.in.ian -'Ti rkish 
Strateoa: - Situation in August, 1019. 


T HK opening moves oi' the <*H.m|>a.ign 
in (lie Cuneiisiis have alnnuly lM*en 
(l('serib(‘<l in an earlier <*haj»(er.* 
The 'Turkisli advance*, which was 
lK‘lieveil to ('inbody in a spc'clal (letrree tin* 
aims and the skill of Knver Kasha an<l his 
(!(*rman advisers, l)(*gan at I he end of No\ e‘mh«*r, 
1914, with a brilliant elash across the Kussian 
Asiatic border o\’er a wide* front, and came* to 
an inglorious conclusion at Sarikamisli in the 
first week of the following January. 'The* 
plan was the* plan e>f Berlin, but tin* han<ls wen* 
the hands of Constantino|)l(*, and tin* in\asion 
fail(*tl utterly in its main objoctivc* tin* 
capture of Kars, which bad Ixjcii lost by 
Turkey in 1878. At Sarikamisli, wliie*li may 
be called the Turkisli Tanncnlnrg, (hrieral 
Yud(*niteh, the Hussiau commander, with aii 
army inferior in numbiTS and t*<(uif)un*nf , 
practicallj’’ annihilated tin* main 'Turkish force 
and captured Tkdan l*asba with the whole of 
his staff, together with the (Jerman ofliiM-rs 
attached. 

“ The Turks have their Cerman frit'iids to 
thank for this,” was the comment attributed 
to a high Kussian officer on hearing the news, 
and the whole advance movement was an 
♦ Vol. HI.. Chai^ JA. 

Vol. X.— P^t 124. 


e\c<II(*n( ilhisl i iit ion of t In* dang<*r of at t(‘mf>t ing 
to carry out a <*omplicaled scries of operations 
without the thorough army training n('e(*ssary 
for its sui'cess. On I he extreme h*ft w ing, in(k‘(*d, 
in tin* Chorolv valley, a small 'Turkisli force, 
fighting in tin* old tlo^ged way, inadi* a, eon- 
sidorable ailvanvt* and kept up a. t roubl(*soun* 
l•<‘sista.lu■c* for many montlis: so f hat altlnaigh 
the (‘ainpaigii a.s a. w hok* was over w ith Sari- 
kamis)) i>n Ja.niia.r\' T), 1 9 1.7, it- wa.s not til) 

April S that, the Kussians WM‘n* in a, po.^ition 
to aimounce ofllieially t ha,t. the 'Turks wert* 
“eompl<‘tely ousted from tin* ilistriels hor- 
doring oil Batum and Kars." Meanwhile then* 
was nun-h jubilation in Ketrograd, and soun^ 
writ«*rs, with the iiieurahk* optimism of tin* 
a,inateur oxpert, liega-u (.«» talk of the spoedy 
app<*a.ranee of a Kussian army ” iindor t he 
walls of Constantinople.” 

But wt* may be sun* that (Vamt Vorontsoff- 
Oashkoff ainl (lein*ral Yinlenitcb elierished 
no such illusions. Kussia's best troops were 
far away on her western front, and tin* Army 
f)f the (Jaucasns, splendidly as it bad acipiitted 
itst*lf, was comparatively small in numbers 
and mainly com|jos<*d of second line troops. 
'Tlu*rc ensued, thorc*fore, a long period of 
waiting and of careful jireparation before 
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AFTER THE DEFEAT AT SARIKAMISH. 

I'urkish stra^i^lers making for Rrzerum. 


unytliinv? ji ailvance could (‘vcn 

l»c tliouglit. of. And llu* Russian fonto in 
.Persia, vvlu'c^h has alri'ndy h(‘(*n mentioned,* 
was in n. diflaMilt position at 'I'abri/., wliile troops 
from the Cauensus \\<‘rc r(*(]uir(‘d to maintain 
the prestige of tli<* northern empire in that 
tlin’Ction. My ])atit‘nee. en(*rgy, and skill 
all th<'se diiVu'ult ies \vert‘ in time surmoui\ttMl 
and it is our task in this chapter to t«*Il the 
.story of th(' grt'at advance — ofu' of tlu' most 
brilliant and successful of the whoU* war in 
the (M)urse of which Russia’s victorious stnn- 
tlards were planted suect'ssiv cl y in Krzerum — 
Turkey's “impregnable” <*itadel in the Hast - 
in ^rrc'bizimd — I ut leaiding Rlack Seal port, the 
gatt'Waiy of trade for 10ast(*rn Asia Minor aind 
Persia — in Krziniam a Imndreil miU\s iuhnui 

jind in Mush, Ritlis, and \"aii, still racking with 
the blotxl of inassaai’ed Armenians. 

I’ht' whole c*ounti*>' is om* of .extraordinary 
<lifliculty for military operations. All Switzac* 
land, with its mountains, could be dropped 
into tlie vast (‘omplex of mountain land 
stra'tching from the plains Russia far into 
Asia Minor and IVrsia without producing any 
raMuarkable variation in its rugga'd outline. 
Klbairz and Ararat vvaadd still tower uriehal- 
lenga'd ovu'r Mont Rlanc »ind tha* JMatterhairii. 
For centuries — sinca> Ivan ta:K:)k Astrakhan, 

• * Vul. 111., p. 79. 


since IVter took Azov' — tha^ eyes and the 
haert of Russiji luuc ba'C'ii sad on this mighty 
barria'r tluit stretc*ha*d bad wwn tlie two scnis and 
cla)sa‘d to ha‘r tlu' gate's of t he south. To obtain- 
j)os.session a'V'c'ii of tha' nortlicrn rangers, Russia, 
as (J(*na*ral Kura)patkin* t)einted out ten ya^ars 
ba‘fa>r<‘ th(‘ (In^at W'iir, fought two wars with 
lN*rsia and t hiva' with Turka'y, amly to final *it 
tha* last that tha' sout h was giuirded against her 
“ na)t only by t lia* d’urk'^ but by thc‘ ( Ja*rmans." 
“ I’ha' taisk of prc'sa'rvdng a.)ur position on 
tha' ^la'dita'rranacn frajin the Black Sc^a,” he 
adda'd ])ropha'tically, “lias passa'd to the 
twa'iitiadh ca'iitury.” The Russian A\ ar 
Minista'i* w*is. no doubt, spa'avking primarily' 
of tha* i^a.lkans, but tha* Baghdad Railway 
and e..U tluit it meant for Asia Minaa’ was 
alsa) in his thoughts, fc^r lie recognizc'd that 
in Kuropa* Russia had no land frontier with 
Turka'y, whereas in Trans-t'aucasia Russia 
marches for .‘l2o miles with Turkey, and fair 
4t)5 with IVrsia. “The frontier tixcM in 1878,” 
he said, “gives us an advantageous route 
by which to advance on Krzerum, the most 
important point in Asia Minor, and the only 
fortress of any strength nearer than Scutari.” 

The Caucasus campaign sc3vcnty yeans 
earlier, in which England and Russia lound 
thcmselv'«*s on otiposite sides, was illuminated 

'The Russian Army, by A. N. Kurox>alkiii, Vol. 1. p. 33. 
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by ono ineidont characteristic of the relations 
that existed between chivalrous t\n's in tht‘ 
days before war had been degnuled by Prussian 
brutality. The defence of Kars, tlien a Turkish 
outpost, was entrusted to Ceneral Kenwick 
Williams, a Canadian by birth, who held out 
for over five months against the re]M‘ated 
attacks of Muravieff and tlie encroaelnnents 
of cholera, famine, and cold within th(' wells. 
As no relief was possible' and the garrison was 
exhausted, Williams was compi'llcfl at the 


tainerrs of \ arie<l iiationelif y Cirenssisns. 
i e'orgiiiFis, 1 iCsgiaus, 'Tartars. K unis, Annenia-ns, 
a-ud so lorth to pro(hn*e something lik(' peace 
a.iid onler in what, is nf>w a. Pussia>n proviiuM'. 
“It is/’ says Mr. Dougla.'^* Kn'shtic'ld, “an 
t'thnologieal museum \vh«*r(‘ tlu' jn\a.ders of 
Kurope as lh(‘y tra\ tiled weslwanl to be 
iiauuifatM lin'd int«> nations left bt'hind sa.mpl<*s 
of thtanselvt's in their raw i-ondif ion.” On<*e 
a.(*rnss the ( 'aueasus proper, lbi.'*sia. found her- 
sell conironted with a. pn'fly solid iHipulalion 



(;enki<al yudhnitch. 

He is photographed studying a tactical problem. 


end of XovemlxT, 1 8e5, to ask for tiTins. 
Muravieff, all of whose assaults liad Ixm'u hmi«*d 
back with great loss, and wlio respected a. 
gallant foe, readily conetuh'd Williams's claim 
to bo permitted to march out with tic* homairs 
of war. “ You have made youi'sidf/’ he wrote, 
“a name in history, and posterity will stand 
amazed at the endurance, tlu? courage*, and the 
discipline which this siege has calk'd forth in 
the remains of an anny/* 

It took Russia sixty-two years ()f almost 
constant warfare with the Caucasian luoun- 


ol' Armenians and Kurds, with tin* Persians 
-.till some way off on the southern shores of 
the ('a.-pian, and the 'Turks in a, corresponding 
position on the I5lack Sea. PefereiU'C to the 
coloureo map which forms the front ispi('c<* to 
X’oliimc* \'II1. of this Mistory, togetlu'r with 
the explanation given on [lagi* 77 of Volume 
III.. will make a \’erv complieiited sit ua, Hon as 
clear as is possi>>le. Put thc! state of affairs 
on either side of the 'Turcod Vrsian frontier in 
this quArtfT had been one of practical ariarcby 
for several years past . 
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Round Lako V'an, and on to the? vvostern sido 
of J^ako Urmia across the Persian frontier, 
Kurds and Arim^nians arei inextricably mingled 
together. This state of affairs had always 
provided tlie Turks with an o]jport unify and a 
pretext for a massacn? of Armenians as often 
as their fears ]>rom])fiHl them to suspect aiiV' 
thing in the natur<‘ of disaffection, 1h<‘ Kurds 
acting as willing instrumcuits wla'iiever eall(‘d 
on. l^hti massacrt‘s of April-. Inly, lOl.i — the 
most systematic, wid(‘spr('ad and ruthless of 
a long s(*ries have a.l ready b(‘en d<‘scribed at 
l(Migth.* It is ordy nec(*ssary hen' to remind 
n^aders that 1 he Turkish defeats in the (’aia-asus 


tained mainly with the view of keeping occupied 
Halid Rey and the renmants of his army and 
}>reventing them from reinforcing the Turkisli 
troops at Baglulad and down the Tigris, whe^re 
the British force was aflvaneing from the 
jVrsian (Julf. At the beginning of ]M*iy <{uite 
a notable little victory ov'er supt^rior numbers 
was gained by the Russians at Ifilmaii, to the 
nortli-w'(‘st of Bake Urmia. Meanwhile tht‘ 
Turkish army had to some (*xtent reorganized 
itself after the disaster of .January, with tlu' 
aid of reinforcements from Anatolia and from 
Syria, but neither side was suflieient ly sup- 
port cmI frf)m headquarters to be in a position 



MACIIINK (iUNS CAPTURHD AT SARIKAMISII. 


and on (lie Sue/, ('anal ( Pebrua,r\ , IDlo) and 
(lu'ir failuiH' to make gootl their plans for tlu‘ 
('oiKjuest of \\'est(*rn Persia, impelled them to 
assert the suprema.cy of tlieii’ ra.c(' a.nd their 
ndigioii in tlie Kastern highlaiuls. 'Tluw did 
it in whoU'sa.le fashion, and they r(*sunH*«l tlu" 
proc(^ss at intt*r\'als afterwards, a m«'ssag<' from 
Baku in XoxiMuber, P.)l(i, announcing the 
massacre at Si\ as i>f .f.OOOof the (>,001) Armenians 
left alive at that place. 

During the rest of thesumnn'rof 10 1 nothing 
of military importance occurred or was reported 
from the main front in th<‘ (^^tueasus. Russian 
pressure in Western Persia, was still, maiii- 
♦ Vol. Viri.. Chap. 


to think of re.^uining ojjcrations. O'ht* British 
force contimu'd its successful advance' in 
Mesopotamia ; l^'gypt and Arabia still detaiiu'd 
<*onsiderabIe h»rces, while' the^ landing eae the' 
(hdlipidi peninsula, with its direct n\<‘nace' to 
Constantinople, e'tiust'd ve'ry real anxic'ty in 
the' Turkish e'apital. All this time Russia was 
lighting for her life' on he'r western front from 
Iht^ Ihiltie* te) the Carpathians, and, hampere'el 
by a de'sperate she)rtage' of guns and munitions, 
wa>’ being drivt'ii back with imbred^en front in 
Poland aiul the Baltic province's, as well as in 
Calicia. 

In August, PJ15, the Turks, having finished 
for the time their sanguinary exploits in 
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THK TSAR INSPHCIlNt; HIS 

Arnuniiji iuicl tho Viiu-Urinia. and 

Kiissians ivoc*c*uj)U‘<i Van (August 17). 

again showed .some activity in the* <m>jis( iT'giuii. 
wh(‘re tlio army that had ottered Mieh stuie 
l)ori> resistaiKH' in tlie (dioroU valley still con- 
stituted a menace tt) the I’ront^ier. I^^xi-n on (he 
Black 8ea Turkish ^'esse!s bi gaii to show them 
selves, and t<^ throw troops a.nd provisions int<» 
Trebizond for the dchaici* of Kr/.erum. In th<* 
third wt'ek of this month the Ilussians strn<'k 
back vigorously, and on August, 27 I he\ wen* 
able to announce that- tin* Turkish attempt to 
take the offtmsive had again compl('t(‘ly broken 
dot'll and that many of their vess(*ls had lH*en 
sunk. At Olty also, aral at tla* confluence of 
thc^ Dlta and th(‘ (Jhorok, th(*re was i-onu* sharp 
fig*iting, tlie Turks being again driven ba«k. 
All tliese movf‘monts, howe\(‘r, were ofdy <>f 
th(^ natnr(‘ of an intensive' roeonnaissanco 
and had no furtla'r military ])urposc or cHet-l . 

It was in the begimiing of Sepicinber that 
the great news eana' that was to transform 
the Trans-Caucasian <*ampaign. t)n Sc*p 
tember 5 the T.sar i.ssucd tli<' Arm\' ()rd« r 
announcing that he had himsc'lf taki ii over 
the supreme command of the sea and land 
forces of the Kmpire, with (J(*neral Alcxeiefi 
as his Chief of Staff, and on th(' same day he 
i.s8uod a rescript to the (Jrand Onkj* Nicholas 
appointing him to the command in tlic Canca- 


AKMv uF THK c:aijc:aslis. 

sus. 'flu* Impci’ial Bcs(*ripl was in the ml- 
h>w ing forms : 

Af tin* ol I hr wiir I whs iitiiiv(»i(lii1)l y 

|»r«*\ trniii follow mg I fir mrliM'itioii of m\' ‘JhhI 
U» put iiiysrif Hi (hr Iu'miI of (hr Arii)\’. 'riiiil was why 
I rnlnisiril you willi (hr < 'onim.i n(lrr.-.lii|i- in (’fiirf of 
.ill (hi* lariil and ;-rM fonr- . Ihidrr (hr r\r.i of (hr vvholr 
ol Kiissia. yonr linprnnl llighiirss hii- .ri\rn proof 
dnriii;' (hr war ol '-Iradhisl l»ni\'rry which (*uiisrd ii 
li'rlmg 1*1 I II ohm I id roiihdriirr a iid r idled lorl h t hr s||h<im* 
goocl wishr.v ol rll wlio iollowril yon r oprral ions Ihrongh 
(hr inr\i(jihlr \ Ki.ssii ndrs of t hr fijrlnrir of war. 

My duly (o m ronitli\', which fias hron rn(rnstr<l 
(o nil* }»y (lod. nn|irls mh' (o day. whi*n t hr rrirniv has 
priirlralrd iiilo I In* inirnor ol t fir Miiipirr, (o (iiUr I h.r 
soprrtir- roiMlioLliil of (hr ;'rlivr forces ami (o -^hnrr 
wilh my Aiiuv Ifir faliu'in's of w'ar and to safrgniiril 
with It Kns'-iim soil tmiri l hr M(lrmi»ls of (hr riirrny. 
'I'lir w a\'s of l’ro\ idrriri* arc m^m'iit id'lr, hnl niN’ duly and 
my drsiri* drtrrimm- im* in in\’ I'rso) hI nm loi (hi* good 
ol 1 hr Stall. 

'I'hr invasion ol (hr rnctiiv on (In* \^'rs(rI•|l front, 
which iim-.si( a ( !■-> (hr grnilrM pn.-^sihlr ronrriit rat ion 
of (hr rivd and milil»ir\' iinihoritirs, as wi'll as (hr 
iinifiralion of (hr romimind in (hr lirld. has liiT'nrd oni* 
atlrntioii Irom (hr soiilfirtTi front. At (Ins im im nt I 
r»*<-ogni/i* tin* nrrrs il y of yonr ussi<-t ann* and <*oniiKrls 
on onr soul hem front, and I appoint >oii V'i<’<*roy of 
(hr (’anru'm^ .iml ( 'oniiiiumlrr-in-( 'hirf of tin* valiant 
('am’iL*-nin .\nny. 

1 express to yonr Imprri'il lliglmc'-s niy profound 
uraiJlndr and 1 ha( ol (hr ronnt ry for yonr lahoiirs 
during the war. 

(Signed) .\ icin «r. AH. 

Tlic rcf(*r(*nci‘s to thtr (ilratid Duke’s bravery 
a> a sf)Iflif*r and to tin* c*onfidcnco' wit h w hich 
lie h(wl iiispirt'd 1 be? country and the army 
w'crc^ as wt*ll piaccrl as fh(*y wert* gracious ; for 
lit* luul conductc'd th<‘ iiHivitalilc ndircmi'iitr 
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of liis ni'inK'S ii’oiM posit i<in lo position, thronuli 
wcvM’y inoiiths, witli rnro skill jukI t'orfitu(l<‘ 
nrul it WHS no orditiary uchi(‘V<‘iiu‘nt to luiv<' 
kc’pt up a.s he did th^* discipline and the con- 
fidence; of all, and to hand o\ci‘ nil unhroken 
army at the* e*nd. Of cve’ii meire* inter*e*st, 
heiwcvcr, from t he* peiint eit* \ i(*w eit’ t he* Armenian 
e*omma,nel, was t he* aehnission that the* anxictie*s 
e»f t lie >v(*stci-n eiimpai^m iiad durins^ t he* sum me r 
eii\'e*rfe*d t he* a ( t cnf ion eit'the' hi^liei* ant heirit ie*s 
rreim the* .-ituatiem em the* se)uthe‘rn t’remt 
that is te) sa.\', in the* ( 'aue*a.sus. 'I’he-re* ha.el, as 
we* ha\'e‘ se*(*n, l)ce*n ne> lae*l; eif ehish a.nel e'ne rey 
in the* loe*al e-eMiimanel in that ejuarte*!*, hut 
t he're* \\ as e‘\'iele*nt ly ne) eine* at 'Titlis, the se*a.t 
e>r tlu* pre)\in(ial aiiiiN aehninist I’eit ie>n, with 
sutVa*ie*nt intl\te*ncc ami vieonr tei make' his 
de'maiiels he‘a.rel at the War Alinistry in Pe*fre>- 
^rael. '^riu* ( h'and Onke* Xielmho, hoth as an 
lm[)e*i'ial I*rine*e* and as a. soklie*!* e)t’ t’eirty ve*a.rs’ 
e\pe'ru'm*e*, who \\a.el lu’ld ttu* hi^lu'st e*on\- 
maneis, was in a ve'iy elin\*r('nt peisitiein frean 
that e>t‘ ('ount N'eiront sell!- 1 )ashke»t‘t’, and the* 
nenv impulse* seion te» make* itst*lf ft‘It 

t hi*e>ujj;heait tlu* Oau(*asian ce>muiand. 

As vxsvuvV \v\\e'\\ \i\u\ev Ocvwxau. \usWuc\mn. 
the* 'Turks ciuicavouivd to nu*e*t the tlireatt*iu*d 
frt'sh Russian e>tTensi\e by fe_)i*e.st ailing it. 
No soenier was the* Oranel Duke's appointment 
announced than the^y began te) assume (he* 
offensive a^ various points on the front. 
Fighting had, to sejine extent, been carried on 


all the* siimine*!’ in the Liike* N'an district, and 
alse) at Oltv, in the* ('he)re)k valley, and in the* 
e*oa.st elistri(*ts. In a.h t he*se elire*ct ions incr(*ase*d 
a.e*(i\’ity was slieiwn, although without/ mucli 
vige>ur eir succe*ss. In the* six meaiths or meirc* 
that had (‘lapse*d large* numbe*rs of reservists 
anel fre'sli troops hael arrived and a. (‘e)nsiiU‘ra.b!e' 
army luul be*i‘n asse‘mbl(*tl ak*ng a. fremt which 
be*gan in the* north thirte'e'ii te> twe'uty iniles 
ue*st e)f the* Russian freintier, anel passe'd seiutJi 
anel we'st te) Lake* \'an. It was e*stima.te'd, 
e)n e^eiexl infeirmai iein, that the* e*ne iny‘s force*s 
we*!*e* (list ribute*el appro\iniate*]y as l’e>lk)W’S : 
Xe»rth of the* ('Imrok were* plae*(*d (*ight(*e*ri 
ba.ttalie>ns aJI that were* kft eif flu* T'irst, 
Se*cond, and Feiurt h ( 'e)r[>s ; forty-t we) batta]ie>ns 
of the* 'Tenth and 'Twe*lfth ('or})s, anel se'venty 
battalions eif the* Ninth and l*]leve*nt)i Corps 
v\e‘re in the* ce-ntre*; fortv biittedions of the* 
'rhirte*e*nt h (’eirps w*e*re* on the l*ai])hrates, 
novtiv of Lake* Van. and thirty battalions of 
the same* corps, with Kurdish irregulars, 
sontli of the lake*. 

'This force* of two lumdrc'd battalions, con- 
stituting the* Thirel 'Turkish Army, should, if 
*U \\ad lu'e'w \\p to inW s\vengt\\, bavc* possessv'd 
a decide'd snpe'YiorVty over t\\e forces of tbo 
Russian Army of the t'aueasus, and its offensive 
at ^hat ]>eriod would have been a serious 
tnatte'r, Reit it w’as obvious that the Turkisli 
army was ileneient in everything— men, food, 
clothing, and munitions. The ettieient watch 
of the Knssiaii cruisers had prevented snb- 
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stantial roiiiforoeinonts from arriving by 
8amsiin anti Trel^izond, whilst the dt'fieieney 
of railway transpt>rt — the nearest, railheatl, 
Nisihin, on the J^aghthicl Railway, b(‘ing over 
200 inil(\s, and Angora, on tlie Anatolian line, 
over 4 l 00, fnun Krzerinn eoinplieatetl matters 
still further. By tht' time the Turkish troops 
reached the front, according to the reports of 
th(^ correspondtaits of the Petrograd pap<‘rs, 
tlit'ir uniforms were tatter<‘d and tht'ir boots 
worn out'. And wlitm wintt'r comes on t ht' 
cold on the high Krzt'riim plat (‘an is terriblt*. 
Organized transport of footl a.nd clotliing 
there was littli' or and tht" massaert's 

ami plundering of tin' summer ha-d J(‘ft tin* 
country bare of evf’iything. As on<' c*oit('> 
S[)ondent rej^orted : “ Oiiring last y<‘ar‘s 

<*ampaign tlu^ Turks \\er(‘ much betlca- off in 
every res])eet. In the jirosperous front i(‘r vil- 
lage's, inhabited by tlu' indust I'ious and thrifty 
Armenians, th(' Turkish soldiers used to liiid 
I'veryt liiiig they neotlod. \ow all t hi' villages 
are dtvstroyed, the Armenian mi'rchants and 
contractors butelii'red, and tlu're is no one to 
supplc'inent the irregular (lovernment supplies 
ofth(‘ Turkish Army." Only con.stant ri'ports 
of a r(‘vohition in Russia, manufa.e*tur('d with 
untiriiig industry by (h'rman ]>ress agents, 
added the eorrespomli'nt , served to k<*ep up 



COUNT VOKONTSOFF-DASIIKOIF. 

the spirits of 1 he sta,r\’ing and shivi'i'ing 'fur’k.^ 
through that erui'l winli'r. 

.Mi'antime pi eparat ions for th(‘ coming 
<*a.mpaign w I're energet iea.lly pushed forward on 
tJie Kiissiau side. The details of the (ira*nd 
I )uke's ni w ( ueasu'^ a.rmy w ere not published. 



RUSSIAN AND ARMENIAN OFFICERS RESTING ON THE MARCH. 
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(JKNERAL MAP OF TURKEY IN ASIA, 


bill' to th«* JiisI hr \> ji.'-' still [)r()])a})ly soiih.'wJiuI 
inferior in nninbcrs to t ho coinbinod Turkish 
stron^^th, tlio Ix'si ot* (ho l^ussian lirst-liuo 
troops Ix'in^ still <|('tu.inr<l on the Eiiropoati 
fn>nt . 

On 8<‘p(onib<‘r 2S, ItMo, tln‘ Ib'itish Army 
oij Mio Tigris had drlratod t h<* Turks iit Kul- 
c'bAinnra, and was advanrinjz on lhM'lKla<l. 
'To bioilitatr this important movr and to rrli<'vr 
'Turkish pn'ssuro in that <lirr«;tiou inor('as«*d 
Hussian activity was dispkiA'rd in INTsian 
tiMM'itory. South of \'a,n the 'I'urks wi^'n* 
at(ack<'d from the J*or-ian si<|r on |)r{*<anbor 1, 
and driven in tlisonler out of two birtilletl 
})Ositions, whilst- lt*n tlays later anotlier Kussian 
force cariied the Sultan Jiulak !*a>'s and a<^ain 
op<*ned tiu* road to Mainadan. a. body of 
'rurkish and ( ka'iuan nuM’cenaries Ihmujj: routoft 
with ^n‘a.t loss. Tln^ .Hussijins next took 
t br Persian (ow ns <3f lla.madun and Sultanabad. 
SO miles to tlu‘ south-east, aiul on the roail 
to Ispahan, ijiteri'eptinp the tt'k'graph wire 
connu'eting the (JermaTi h('ad(juarters at 'I’eht^ran 
ami the 'furkislt troops in ^Mesopotamia. ??y 
the end of February ({»*neral HaratoA’ liad 
reached Kermanshali, 100 mik‘s south-west of 
llainadan ami in the dirc'ction of Ha^hdad. 

'The Britisli advance on the Tigris, lunvever, 
had in tht* meantime rect'ivtnl an imwelcoine 
chet'k at C^trsiphon when almost in sight of 


I5agh<lad. a?id at the; end ot No\emb(?r it W'as 
c(Mupi‘lle(l to fall back on K\it. At the sarm^ 
time 8(*rl)ia was being oN'taTun by (Germans 
and Ihilgarians, and, worst of all, tho Anglo- 
Frem4i lo!*c*e had to adnut th(‘ failure of its 
attempt on tlu^ .1 )aj‘danelles and evacuate tho 
tiallipoli peninsula, 'i'his reloasc'd a large 
'Turkish Army, composed of tlu' ilow’»*r of t lu' 
Ottoman troo])s, ami some of tiiese were ce*!'- 
(ainl\ sent to strenglhc'ii the iU*m;s' in Armenia. 
Hut it V as mill- wintei*, aiid even at the best of 
times six or sexen wt'clts would be reijuii-ed to 
gel tile lirst of these reinforcements to t he fi-ont. 
In tii(\se larcumst iinci‘s the Grand Duke decided 
(<» strike at once. In t h(^ c.oastal ri'gion, on 
1 heir left wing, the ’^Turks wca‘e‘-*till unpleasantly 
close, and at th(^ beginning of the year steps 
wi*re taken to occupy the* lower \ alJ(‘v of tlie 
Gliorok and tin* 'Tortum district. Tliis was 
.suc*<*essfully accomplished, and the way <4ear 
for tin* main ailxance. 'TIk^ oxacualion of 
thdlipoli toolv [)lace on .January tJ. llJlti. and 
on tlie Itith the march on Krzerum had bt^gun. 

Kiainil Paslia, wlio was in cotnmaiid of tiio 
'Turkish Army, ap^iears to have been com- 
pletely taken by surprise Tiy tho suddenness 
and vigour of Gtmeral VudenitclT.s advance, 
although tla*ir experience of just a year before 
ought to hax'O taught the Turks that the 
Hiissians coidd fight ill winter. A <*arcful 
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AHMED FEVZl I’ASHA. 

The defender of Krzerum. 

<*{ilciilation was ma<l(' by a ruilitniy corrc* 
spomlent of tlin Xoroi/r Vmnna at fhis time. 
Aociordiii.^ to Uiis, Kirst, S(‘<‘on(l and KifUi 
Tnrkisli annias wt'rt* in ilia ( \>nst aid inopla (tis- 
hiat., Adrianoph' and Sin>'nia, and of th<‘sa 
soiiH? 200,f)00 \>'ara ralaasi'd l»\’ IIk' aliaiidoii- 
incait of tlio Dar<ianaIIas aampaiun. 'I'lia 'Tliinl 
Army, amount inu; to from to 1 on,tM)0 

nuai, was in ^’or’lh Arinania undar Kiamil. 
’^Fwo army ao7*j)s ^\■<•ra in Masopotamia. 'Tlia 
i*ast of tli(* '^ruiUisli sfi’an^tli was in S\iia, 
Ai*abia, aiai Siii>z, tha design of an inxa^^ion in 
for<’a of lO^yjrt not ha\ ina ai\an up. 

Isiamil, as \v<^ lia\ <' saiai, IwnI < list ribiil <‘d tii> 
man so a.s to liold a. liiu* str*alahina fi*oni I ha 
H!a.al\ Saa down to tha south of baUa \hi.n. 

main point, of (hdanac*, of a«iur.>^<‘. was 
F^irzr'rmn. ddiis an'at fortress wii^ aomniainlad 
by AbriH'd lAw zi, w ho ]ia,d i-ar-antly suaaaadad 
t K(* (iernum, I*ossalt Pa^-ha, nrntar w hom a!! 
that (Jerman skill aould do had baan d<ina to 
randra* tha position impraanabla. 

Krzarnm is one of tha highest plaetMl of 
aitia.s -0,000 feat abov<* tha saa and it. is fia- 
<pii?ritly snow})ound for six mojiths in the year*, 
yt‘t it lias in a Jiollow and is sniround(*(l by iiigh 
mountain peaks. Many writers have ax 
haustxHl their powers in a d(‘sarii>tion of tlia 


sublimity of tla^ situation, but the liest aeaoufit 
for pr(‘sc'nt purposes, bc'eause tlie [rlainast and 
simph'st, is that givcai by t lu' lata Mr. Lyindi* in 
his masterly and ('xhausti\'e w’ork on Armenia : 

W h:i(- (lu* hji-iii t>f Lakt' N’jiii Hint Mia pluiii a.f .Miisli 
iiro to tha soiit ht't'ii nf "rurKi'«li nm 

Mio |>hiin-> of l‘a.,111 aiuL (o Mtovo on i ho noffh. 

I'hoy ropro.^oiii dopro'.-.ioiis of i ho ‘-nrfaoo of Mio lahlo- 
hind. Hint ooii'.htiKo aritwio-: of o« nantiiuoal ion l•ot^\o<'^l 
1 ho Jiiui t !u' wo-l. , . . An ins ailor oonmi^ from t ln' 
juhI th‘-irouv, nf fonin;^ hi-. s\a\ ss o-.t \> iiril,-. will lind 
.ill his rojH Is oonst'i'Lri ii;^ tin oi t lior ono or <tt hor of tin* two 
ariiiiis of di’pri'.^- lonv. 'I'ho hloof of lofty tHhlohiiid. 
-..Mrod hy thi* notion of ioi' and wjiti'r, and oo\'<*rod for 
I ho :;roator part ot I ho \ (vir w it h stiow', »*a.ii-.o.s t h< m to ho 
f|ol|i*oiojl as h\' an i m p is^^nhlt' ohsta.rl<\ though it is hy 
no ino.iio" irnpors ion-, to an armv dnrin j: siimnnn*. . . . 
1 ‘ji.sin is oiH* of I ho prmoipal hnUs of Mio ohain of diMiro,-.- 
sions w'hioh oonnoot Iho I'xlroiniMos of \\ osti'm Asia 
and laoditati' inloroourso hotwoon oa-.t and wt'sl.. thorn 
I ho narrows of Khorasan to tlu* fantastic parapot of t ho 
I )ovo Moy nn if has a lonof h of no los- than tl nulos. . . . 

* II. t\ 15. L\noh. A nor u id : T ranis atal Stmllrs. 
Vol. 1!.. p. lMH». 



GENERAL HARATOFF. 
Russian leader on Persian frontier. 
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MAP OF THE APPROACHES TO ERZERUM. 
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The hoifjht of tho Pnss (over Deve Boyiin) is iiof iiioro 
than 600 or 800 feet above the Jcvcl of the adjacent 
plains. But the ridj^e is defcndcnl by a lino of modern 
forts, and if those were oaptured the invading army" 
would find itself enclosed within a sjiaec which can be 
swept by the fire from heights on tlio north and heights 
on the south. Those positions, which liavo all h»M*ii 
fortified since tho la^t Russo -Tiirkisli war, rest again-t 
tho slopes of the parallel walls of the mountain, c'onfuuim 
tho ilepros^jion on either side. 

And it was this great fortress, iiiiapproaeh- 
ablo in winter niai believed itnpregiiable in 
suiiuner, “by far the most im[)ortant strate- 
gical position ” in Asia INIinor, reorgauizt'd and 
strengthened by I*osselt Pasha, with an f»uter 


Melazgert just north of Lake Van. Ik'foro tho 
Turks were well aware that th<^ eam[)aign had 
bt‘gnii in earm^st Yndeniteh had advanced 
20 miles, and had struck with irresistible 
force against tlu'ir main ecMitral position at 
Kopriiktaii, wh(Te the main road from Kars to 
Krzerum cross(*s tho Aras river. 'Phe result 
was a striking victoiy, which soon devt'lof)ed 
into uttt'i* riiut for the Turks, who fl(‘d, lea\ ing 
behind them guns, munitions, ami supplies t)f 
all sorts. Tins was on .hmuary Pl, and ^)n tho 
20th the victors were ahu'ady at Ifassaii Kale, 
10 miles fa.rtlu*r on tlie road to hhv.eruni. and 



ON THE WAY TO RR'/KRIJM : THE 

breastwork of forts on the eastern hills and 
with an armament, it was clainu'd, of over 
four hundr(‘d modern Krupp guns, not to speak 
of mountain guns, that was taken by (len»‘ra! 
Yudenitch in the depth of a terrible^ winter, 
and wdthin four weeks of the opening of tla^ 
campaign ! Kittle wontk'r that Kvissians ^-poke 
of Yudoniteh as the one who “ invariably giv<*s 
his Fatherland only victories,” and that the 
soldiers would willingly follow liim anywhere, 
for “ neither diflieulties of access nor cruel cold 
and storms, nor tJie .stubborn resistanc(» of the 
enemy, could stop the impetuosity of our 
adv^aiice.” 

The great Ru.ssian forward move was spread 
over an unusually wide front, extending from 
l.iake Tortum on the north to a point near 


MARCH THROIKHI THE SNOW. 

only' ‘10 mihvs distant from the “ impr(‘g- 
nahli* bastion” of .Asia. .Minor. “The <‘nemy 
hav<‘ sustained la‘a\\y lossc's,” wrot(‘ a Russian 
fMUTesponi lent , “and have left in our hands 
all their ston‘s and artillery. . . . '^I’la? dis- 
onlerly^ retr(*at of tin* Turks sliows that tla^y 
have not sim[)ly n*tiri*d to tho shelb'i* <jf tho 
Krzerum d(*fenc.<^s, but tl(*d befon^ our irresist- 
ible prc'ssure. Kvidently the (iJernuui onie(^rs 
<*f»uld not cur(5 tla^ d'lirks of inclination to pani(^ 
Mrav’o and manly fighters as tliey are in battle, 
f>nce tliey lose faith in their resistanet* abj(*(^t 
panic possess(^s them.” 

Meanw hile Yudenitch’s left wing was pressing 
the Turks back on ATusli, and his right was 
driving the force opposed to him into precipitate 
retirement in the north. At Ha.ssan Kale, 
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GENliKAL SlIEVALSKY. 


Commanded the Russian rl^ht wing at Erzerum. 

W(‘ll situiitod for dcfiMico, th<' d^irks inaulr no 
st and, Init. I'ont innod llu*ir for I ho 

slH>llor of 1 Ih‘ rid^o of l)o\'(^ Uoyun. On f ho 
\'ndonitoh was ln'fo?’»* h]r/t‘rnin witli a 
forot^ 0 (|iii[)|iod only with inoiintsnri ^ind tadd 


guns ; in a country swept, by constant snow- 
storms and with a temperature of 24 dog. 
below zero. “ 4'1 jo Xorthorn Column,” WTote 
the ►Special (/orrespondont of the Rimskoye 
Slovo^ “ had to drag their guns thomselve's 
while driving the enemy with 'the bayonet 
from a series of f< n't i tied lioiglits situated abovQ. 
the clouds.” In this quarter the Turks 
(Tenth Corps) fought with ilespiTate valour. 
Tlu\v wore pressed from Tort uin to the (-horok 
valley by tlu> Russian right undtT (leneral 
Sliiivalsky. Shmalsky then pushed on over 
th<» mountains, made his way into the valley 
of tln^ Kara Su, or \\'estt*rn Euphrates, at Kara 
(Job(‘k, and so t hr(‘atened Er/eriim from the 
north. Similarly t he left w ing, w orking through 
a roadless ‘•oimtry, eomf)l(ded tht^ movement hy 
forcing the ridges of Palandokon, whoso summits 
attain lla* h *ig}it of 10,000 feet and command 
the fortnss from t1u‘ south. Such daring 
movenu'nts might ha\’(‘ h<*on regarded as 
insane under onlinary oinaiinst ances. but. 
Vndenitoh drew his ow!i oon(*lusi()iis from the 
confusion in the d'ni’kish Army, arid with the 
true instinct ‘>f a (*ommand<‘r dooidod tluit it. 
was a time to ” lot everything go in.” Ho 
s(‘!d hack to his base' for howitzers and lu^axy 
gnus, moved his h(Mid(jnartc‘Ts right up into 



POSSELT PASHA (the third from left) AND THE GERMAN OFFICIALS WHO 

ABANDONED ERZERUM. 
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THE ATTACK ON ER/EKUM : RUSSIANS DRAGGINC UP GUNS THROUGH THE SNOW. 


th(* figlilitiR line, and was 1o lx* m-cii ev(‘rv-. 
whort3 directing inoveinents perstaially. 'I’lie 
north-western mountain range, eorresponding 
to Palandoken in the south, was Kiirgaha/.a!-. 
This, too, wa*-' i?i Tlussian haiids Ix'fore the 
\veek was out. 

On the of .taniuviy 20 (continued tlio s]KM-ial 

corre.-spondent of the R'lfinktji/e Slovo) the bold aseont of 
Kar;;aba7ar be^iin, nrxl the HiiHsian Iroojn sueceeded 


in nwu 'uinj^ the *<11101101 in l'»n e (d' a hiindin^ -;no\\ -tci in 
Mini in‘en<?e eold My a Uind nl iniracli* (llu* whole storm 
of Mr/cnun wa^ a iniraf l*‘) they (>v(‘n drneKed no not 
mountain j'lins, hnt Held j.-nti'-’ ! Camrb traii'-fiorled 
shells for the guns, together with eartridees and food. 
On the-e “ iIla^■ees.^illl^^ ” heights also }irri\od the flying 
MeiK 'ro-:s<letuehmenls and t In- tea- rooms ol I he M nnieipa I 
I’nions. 

On F<d)riairy 10 14 Shevalsky's Hanking 
force wtis jihlc to join hands with the force 
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from KiirKrthaziir at Fort Tafta in tlu> valli-y 
of Ilia Kara Su duo north of Kr/.orimi, and as 
I’aliiiirlolcrii WHS sunnoiiiitof ! on 1 lio 
tho linos north, oast, aiifl south \vor(^ ooniploto. 
On tlio 15fh niiK^ ()f tho iiint‘r rin^ forts 
liad 1)0011 siornU!fl, and (Jii tho Kith h]r/.(*iMnn 
itsoll was (japtnrod, t h(^ d'nrks in tlasr n‘tiro- 
inc*nt i^ointj; wt^si, or south as thoy ofaild find 
ail opening to <‘soapo from tho Kussian tjiins. 
Tho oity was lu^arly iiitaot, and as 1 hc^ oon- 
quorors ^«i/od on tlu; triplf? raxino, tlui hijih 
wails and tla^ throe rin^s of foits lii'istlin^ with 
guns, they iriay w(‘ll hax'o boliiw'od that such 
ail aohiiw'onaait in siadi a tim<‘ was little lo-;s 
than miraoulous. 


and routed. ))ut th(‘r(* was still the possi})ility 
of furtht^r rosistanoo to the north and to tho 
south, for t h(* niuoh-neodod reinforcements 
wore coming u]) from Constantinople as speedily 
as tho conditions of roads and weather pta*- 
mittt'd. Xo time was lost by (Ie:i'*ral Yudenitch, 
an almost simultan(‘ous stroki^ btang delixered 
in the direction of I^aki* \"an, wIior(% on Febru- 
ary 11), .Mush and .\khlot xv(‘re (captured. iSIush 
was one of t lu' efaitrt‘s of the Armenian massacre 
of tho year before, and its d(di\’i*r\’ from thc^ 
'Turk was thus doubly wcloomo, ddu‘ place is, 
next to Ihtlis, the most important in th(‘ Van 
district, tht* two bc'ing commonly spoken of 
as guardiniz tla* gat(‘s f>f Mosopot amiii. Tho 



RUSSIANS AWAITING TUH ORDER TO ADVANCE. 


^'udenitch^s crowning victory at Kr/(‘ruin 
xvas st> sialdtai ami so oxc'rwholming that tlu' 
Grand Duki' Xiidiolas, whose labours at h<‘a«l- 
quart<‘rs had be<*n invaluabK*, was not in time 
to c‘ona' up for tlio lina! trium|)h. lb' riHH'ixtsl 
the gri*at lU'ws at. 'Tillis, xvheri* lu< was enthu- 
siastically aofdainuMi by the people in the 
fiahiei' square. It was more than compensa- 
tion for all th(^ dishearti'iiing retr(*ats of tlu' 
])re\dous year, and he hastimi'd to send the 
following na'ssagi* to the Ihnpt'ror : 

(Joil ha- ^raiil«Ml the hrnvv Iroeps of (he army of (he 
(\ni<‘asns sueh great help that t!r/enim luv.- Iieen taken 
att<‘r fix'o ihiys »»f mipriM-eileiiteil assault. I am in- 
ex pressil>ly happy tt> aimemieo tins ' ietery to yoiu 
Imperial MajeNly, 

It was a veritable dcbarle of tho Thinl 
Thirkish Army, whoso centre was driven in 


ch*aringof tlu' right flank followed, an 1 with the 
aid of gnn})oats from tin* Hlaek St^a Fleet 
tiu' Turks w(‘ri' pressed hack along the coast to 
tin* left })ankj)f tlu' Ihiyiik Dere rixer. Aiiotla'r 
portion of this northern foret' mar(*hed iij) tIu* 
(’horok vall(‘y and o(‘(*nj)i<Ml Ispir, forming a 
eomieetiiig link across t h(' mountains witli tin* 
coastal force xxhich xxas to make itself h(‘ard of 
shortly. 

d’luis proteeteil, tlu* central army continued 
its pursuit in most ditVieult weather, the 
nu'u being often hrt'ast deep in snow. “ Our 
troo[)s,'’ said one enthusiastic correspondent, 
“ are pursuing, not the defeated army of 
Kiamil Kasha, but the wretched remnants of 
what was a gn'at army some fotir weeks ago. 
After the capture of Krzernm only the wretched 
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ONE OF THE OATES OF EHZERUM. 


n'mains of the army rotiTMitinl in a \\(‘sU‘rly 
<lira<^< ion. Many })attalions lost in kilh'd, 
t'rozon, and ])rison<‘rs as inan\’ as 00 to OS pop 


40 guns, but in reality of caily .‘bOOO men and 
eitjjlit Thc'se contemporary accounts 

by t've-wif nesses, h(>\ve\'i*r, iiltbou^^b \alua])lt* 
as (Hniv<\vinK impn'ssions, ha\e always to be 
re^ardt'd w ith cant ion w liere fimiri's are 
coiHMTia'd, and it is ])robal)l(' that the 
total losst's in nrin pnw«‘r of tla* Tliird Arniv 
in these disastrous wi‘eks did not exee»‘i| 
othOtMt. 

thaieral \ udenitch, the ItMdep of this 
N’apoh'onic campaio^n in winch the cviptui-es 
ot O’rc'bizond, I>aibui*(, ( Juniushkhanc\ and 
l^r/Jnjan Jiad yc‘t to conn' — was not a “ lina*- 
lii;ht p'nc'ral. !b‘ did ?iot li^urc' lai';jjely in 
the' tc'Ii'erams, and littk* ap])c'an'(l about Ihm 
in the* Wc'sttrn kaii'opean papeis. “An old 


c't'iil. of their ctYc'cliv c's. AN’c' have' sch'ii batta- 
lions of which only a. few dozc'ii nu‘n were left. 
In onc' of the' rc'ar/^uard actions two Turkish 
battalions, one of trc'ndaianc'ric' and oni' of 
«‘n^inc‘ers, took part, d'he nomiiud stnai^fh 
<»f these was whilst in I'eality thc‘y tium- 

beax'd only KM) bayonets. At anothc'r- place*, 
ac'cordinjj; to the statcaiu'iits made \)y 'Turkish 
prisonc'rs, the* 'I’urkish rc'ariruard <*onsistc‘d 
of thc^ lltli .Army ( 'orps and portions of the* 
liDth I-)ivi.sion, tjominallv IJthnOO 1 ayonc'ts and 
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AFTER ERZERUM : THE TURKISH ROUT. 


('iiiicasian ” \\lii> siTvod under liini wrote 

I Inis of his eliief in the Xoroi/r. Vrt't)ii/n : 

NVhtn'vur hod ivii unit y of i lo>sclj' 

th»' activity of thi'^ ^t'ncral. wlmuvor has oxamimMi 
cviMi .siiptuMicially llu' t’am-a'siau opiM’ations, ^vill iiuvur 
say that our su cue sett's; arc oiil\' aii affair of t-hanca* and 
tho fortunate tr«‘nd t>f ciruiun'st aiuaxs. It is iu>t hy 
c'lninc*' that the (\iueasian army, at the neees.>,ary tim<* 
and t>n the neee^.sary .'spot, always proves siipcritir and 
always lu*ats the foe. It i.s tht» result of eroatixe lalmur : 
it is military talent of the first order. 

tJeneral Yudeniteh is of medium Itei^ht, a eompaetly 
hnilt, strt>n^ man. witii Iouk reihli-'h, drooping; inoti.'-ta<*he 


— the typo of old general of the time.s fif the conquest id' 
tlio Caueasus. lUit thi.s i.s from the outside. Under a 
stern exterior lies a rarely ilelieate and soft lieart. He is 
unusually responsive. And exeryhody xvho ha.s Imd 
anythim; to tio xviili him, xehn lias j^one to him without 
ulterior m itixes — he is a. ^reat reader of eharaeter and 
dixinos men unfailin^^lx speaks of liim as a man sur- 
prisiiiply .siin}>lo and a^*ees'^ihle. Tliere is absolutely no 
alToetation about him. 'riu)se marks of epecial re.speet 
xvhie'n arc paid to him by immotlerat oly polite gentlemen 
xveary him. Jlis elo.sest eo*workers iiex’cr fool about 
them the presence of a “ ^reat *’ general xvith tremendous 
authority, /^mong them ho is just such a \vo|)^er as 
they- -]>ersex'cring, concent rat etl, and deeply penetrating 
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into evf*ry dotnil. Prolongo<l work nml oiYort luwo 
not erased the colours from his mind, whirh has prc*scrvcd 
its youthful freshness, gloss, and ncnlo rc(‘epl ivcnoss. 
In his relations with men lie has never yet ^aid a harsli 
and offonsivo word to anybody, although ho lo\es 
to make fun and ijuiekly seizes the eoinie sidi* nt every- 
thing ; but lu’s laughter does not sting. llilnself 
sensitive, and even perhajis shy, he span's otiu'r peopl4'’s 
self-esteem. 

Tho Turkisli nK'tJidd of dojiling \\ith tlir 
disaster was f*]nirac*torist ic. IMk' Russians ])a<l 
intorct'fitc'd wiroloss int'ssatji's from Kinmil to 
Kiivt r Ihisha imploring^ assist auc.i*, and warning* 
Jiiin of the fall of I‘]rz(‘rnni, Init hhi\'<T and liis 
(lerrnaii eollnagurs atnl adN'isrrs t*nd(‘a\'oiii*od 
to hoodwink Coristantino|)lo with hnlirtins ot 


could not h(' transported.” As jt maflt'r of 
fact,” they went on to sa>% “ J'hv.onini was^ 
not a fortress at all, hut is an o[)en town, and 
hat I not tht* least niilitary value.” 'Fliis w as 
toti much t'\ t‘n ft'tr Herlin, w hi<*h protest<'(l that 
'I'urkey had a right to h'arn the truth idioiit 
the loss of “ tht‘ sole foitilit'd (^‘amp in tho 
gigantic region of nortluTn Asia Minor,” and 
“ st rat egieally and politically an important 
basis of optaal ions.” d'w o tlays hitci* the 
Uu.ssians ] mhlislu'd tho olhcial count of the 
httoty: Nine standards. guns, a Turkish 

fortress of the first class, largi' (h'pfds of arms, 
munitions sujiplii's, signalling, * I eh'graph and 



THE RUSSIANS IN EKZHRUM. 

C^ussacks on ^uard and civilians i^oinyt about their business unmolested. 


supor-d'ciitonic mendacity. T"p till two lays 
before the fall of I‘]rzerum they ignored tin* 
fact that th(M‘r great citadel in the east, was 
at its hist gasf>, or had e\’en Iuhmi apiiroacheil. 
“ Kighting hetwiMui advancinl ])osts towards 
the centre of tlie line,” in which ‘ hostile 
at tacks wore stopped by countiM’-at tacks,” was 
all they had to i-i'port from tlu^ front. On the 
day after the disaster th(*re was “nothing to 
report.” It was not till February 22, nearly 
a week after the c'vi'nt, that they casually 
mentioned that “for military rc'asons ” they 
had ” withdrawn without siiflering lo.s.s from 
Erzei^im to a position to the west of tho city,” 
lifter having clestroyed ” 50 old gun.s w hich 


tcic'phonc' store's; and on flu* last day of 
iM'hruary the. story was completed by the* fol- 
lowing statc'UK'id from tlic^ Hnssian (h'luu’al 
St.df : 

'I’bo V(»rl r<'-s (»l !’uv.i*nmi wa-. tin- iinl\ t'orlilird pmiit iti 
III.* iriUiri.u- of Am'ii Minor, profee*! iiig Wo'^leiii Aniu-niii 
and .Xuatolia aiiil (‘ominaudiiig all tbc best nauls of 
rr arisfaueaMiii and I lur iiitorior .if A.^ia .Minor. For many 
\.ar- pa-.t gri'al iniproveiudiLs bad b*ari carried .ait in 
I lie wfirk-. by die 'ritrUs. with the ussislance ot the 
tliTinaris. 'I'lui f’lniin in front rendered it iiatnrall>' 
-frong, while it was oovcnal on the flanks hy mount ain 
masses iiio-l dilhc-nll of approach and with tlu'ir passes 
proteetod hy powa-rtnl fenis. 

Snell was tin? formidable barrier on the path of our 
otTonsive, widi onorniems defejjsivt? advantage's eiii the 
north-east and ea.'-t. During the fiv'O day.s’ assault tin* 
fijrlr<‘ss was ilc;fe^nfli3<l by tho 'furks with a stubborn ne'ss 
to wbie’b the? ormrnious rpiantity e?f killed and frozen 
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<*<)r|vsf?s |.^ivos testimony, (’aiieasns Army siiceeefled 

in surmonrH iii^ steep mount aitt.s protected not only l*y 
fro.'t but t»y wire tmtani^lements and other didenees, 
anrl assaulted tlie fortress after an artillery j)reparat Jtui, 

'The assault on the forts and the prinei})al jioMtion 
lasted from Ke)>ruary JJ till February la inehisive. 
After \ve had taken the* forts on the left flank «)f the 
prineipal d’ni’ki-.h liu'* r>f »lefeia‘e, extendinj; about 
27 miles, the fate of the forts in the eentre and on thf? 
riijflit flank, and, after them of the .second lim* forts 
aral tin? principal def<*nsive position, was deeidtal on 
February It) after slairt. attacks, These fort ifieat ions, 
which were full ol 'I'urki'h ilead, remaineil in our 
pc »->(f*ssion. 

During; the a-t'ault on tin* tcirtrcss several 'Turkish 
re^im nits w<*ro annihilated or made prisomn*.- with ail 
tla*ir ollieers. (bi thc' line* <cf forts alone we tc>ok IhT 
piece's of a,rli|lcr\' ot various calibic's in j^ood c<»nditini-. 


'I'hc groat lliissinn a Ivance west of Erzeruin 
caino to ail end only with the exhaustion of 
the jiursuers. Jn th(‘ south. Mush, as we have 
seen, had already fallen on Fobruary 19, and 
on Mareh 1 the Russians wire at Kiinak, only 
seven miles north-east of liitlis. On the fol- 
lowing day Rif lis itself was taken, the mountain 
]>ass ojKbiing up the whole of the 'Tigris 
valley, and only 1(10 milt^s from the Turkish 
rail-head at Nisiliiti, thus coming into the 
jiossession of llie vitdorious iiivatlers. Here 
again the Russians found tluunselves eon- 
frontt'd with t(‘rrihle ohstaeles owing to eon 



COSSACKS AT A MKAL. 


Ill the dc'lcMicc* \ nrk- ol t.hc ci'iitrul turln''-'. w c took 
11 loth'M- 120 piiMi s of arlillcry. In the forhlii-cl rc^do 
of Fr/,c'rum wt' to »k m 1 mimher ot dc'pbtv of vurioi 

hinds, winch ha k c' alri'adv hcc*n mcnlioiu'd hy tl: 

1 1 1 'achpia rter Slalf. The c'\a<'l numher ot 'Turki'-h 
pi’isoncr.s 2;h'> olVu■ct^'^ and 12.7rn‘f men. 

It is po.N^ible to i*>liin;ite the force ol the hlow whieh 
we dealt t In* Tu I ki d . Arinv, w ho^e demorali/.ed remmiiit.' 
are now withdrawing in disorder tow ants the west, it 
only hy t hi* fact tluil -,ome Army ('or|i'> of thn-e divi^ioii'N 
mnv numher Irom .S.oao to r*,a(!0 men with a few 

^un'<. All the remainder have eitlu'r fallen into our 
hands or perished in the li^htinu, or from the cold. 

Aeei»rdmg to late.-t information received, 'Turkish 
ollieor and soldier prisoners, who were <*iiptured in tlie 
fortified district of I'a/ernm and in the course of the 
pursuit, eompl'iiu hitterlv that their Headijuarter Staff 
was eoneoiit rat(*d in tin* hands of CJermans. 'Tin* latter 
during the assault on the fortress of Frzerum were the 
first to abandon tin* fortified positions, causing a panic 
ami disorder :imong iln* already slniken 'Tnrkisli li*ooj»s. 


tiilual snowstorms and s(*\'(.‘re frost at an 
altitude of nt»arl\' odMMl ft‘(‘(. Ihtlis liad heeti 
an important .\rm(*nian eontn*, but tlien* vien^ 
few of the oppressed ram* hd't to weleonm thoir 
lib(‘rators. tlie I’urks atid Kurds, undtT Djevdtd. 
Pasha, having iiuissacn*.! some* la, 000 uf them 
in the previous .June.* ^Vith this success the 
wliole of the \"an region jiassi^d into Rii.ssian 
hands, and the eoimexion htdwt'on tlio Turks 
ill Anatolia and their forees across the Persian 
frontier an<l south of Lake Crinia was severed, 
“ AVhat is more,” wrtite one eorrespoiidt^nt, 
“ the Russians have completed another stage 
of the dithcult journey, whose ultiinatte 
* Vol. Vltl., p. 380. 
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TURKISH STANDARDS UAPTURRD AT HRZHRUM. 


is M(‘so|)(»tnmiii and a jtiiK'tioii with tlnai' 
Drilisfi allies.” A study of lar*j/e-s(*aU‘ maps 
a.n<l the position of tla* <*(»nt<‘?idin^ forces 
would, nnliappily, ha\’(‘ shown how far from 
piohahiiit y or possibility was this sanuuine 
f on ‘east. 

'The Kussian rii'ht win/.," was not less (‘n(‘r^<‘t ie 


than the left, and h(*r(*, as w<* have alreacly 
s<‘(‘n, t he\’ w<‘re assure<l of welcomes suppor*t 
fnaii tlu‘ DIaek Sea. fleet, d'lie lower (Miorok 
valle\' had now l»»‘(‘n cleared, and on Mai‘<*}i 4 
1 h(‘ 'rurkish l?of>ps, pressc'd westward l)y the 
•oaslal for'ee, .suddenl\' found lh»“msel\(*s taken 
III fh<‘ rear 1>\' a new an<l formi<ial)h‘ foret' of 
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RUSSIAN REINFORCEMENTS. 


Russians Iniidt'd from under heavy 

^un iir('. 'rii(^ 'rurU- went* e()m]>rllcMl to 
evacuate tlaa'r positions and to c‘ndea.vour to 
rs<‘ape soiit livvard o\'rr the lulls, losing j>risouers 
aiat i^uns in the proe(*ss. A similar opi'ration 
(lrc»vi* tile Turks from MapaAia, and nlti- 
nuitely, on Mareh 7, the impoitant position of 
Riy-eh, only 4t) mih's <*ast of ’’Trebiyond, was 
taktai. The (4ioi-ok foive at- Ispir was no^^ 
able to c‘ross the hi<^h mountain pass l>i'tween 
the Uliorok xalley aiul Ri/eh and thus join 
hands witli tlu^ eoastal force. The eombined 
forces then n-sumed tlu‘ westward advance, 
and by ^lareli S tlie Tuiks were thr<n>'n l^aek 
across tlu' Kalopotamos, this brinejin^ the 
Russians within little more than '.10 mih^s of 
'Trebi/ond. TIk' <h)oin of 'rurkey's eliit'f Hlac-k 
Si'a port now st^'int'd seaksl, and pn'parat ions 
for the evaeuatioii of tlu' civil population weiv 
hastily undertaktai. As will ]>»' s<'en, bo\ve\'er, 
more than a month as to pass before the faill 
of d^n'hi/jind. 

From the mouth of th<^ Kalo})otjunos, on the 
Black Sea, to Li\k(* \’jm Itussiti Wiis now in 
<‘omplete possession of west('rn Asiii Minor 
and the ArnuMiian jilateau. and a dei'p wave of 
depression passeii over the I^tisphorus as the 
news spread of re\*erse afti*r rfwerse in rapifl 


sueci'ssion. As remarki'd }»y a Russian writer 
already fpioted, the 'Tuik is a brave and manly 
ti.irht<*r u|> to a point, hut if he cranes to Ix'lieve 
that fate is against Jiim his resistance fti\cs 
way. If the Voun^ d'urk olTicials and their 
(lerman masit'rs had only told the truth the 
situation was not so bad, for tlc' (Jrand nuk('’s 
army a small force considering' the mira<*les 
it had wrouj'ht was rpiite unprc])ar<xl for a 
scM'ious ad\anee eithei* on Baghdad or on CVm- 
stantinf>ple. Tn‘bi/ond, (Uimnshk)iane, and 
l‘]rzinjan were still to fall, but wdtli the occu- 
pation of that line ( Jeneral Vudenitcdi would bo 
pretty well at the end »)f his tether W'ithoiit 
larj'e reinforcements. And the supports from 
the I )ardan('ll('s and from Smyrna that were 
now’ comint' uf) to the 'Turks were much 
i'reater than any that were within si^vht of the 
Uaucasus. But tlu* Turks did not know this, 
and they had been lied to so systematically 
by Enver Rasha and his clique that they were 
now’ pre[ian*d to beli(*ve the w’orst. There 
hail ahvay.s betai an anti-Cerman and anti- 
Enver jiarty at Constantinople*, and the fcieline: 
that they had been trickl'd into the war for 
the ]>enefit of Cermany found many exponents. 
The murder of Prince Yiissuf, the Turkish Heir- 
apparent (February, 1910), robbed Enver of his 
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best-hated rival, and the ova(*uatiou of ( Jallip(»U 
gave natural satisfaetion, but the disnstrcuis 
eollapse of the Arinoiiiaii campaign, \vhi<rh ha<i 
boon initiated by leaner liiniself, reduced Jiis 
poj)ularity to the lowest ('hb. Talaat ami 
Kiiver wert' jealous rivals, and the tJermaiis 
retained their supremacy bN^ playing caie againsi 
the other, and tli(' Old 'l^irks against both. 

The delay in siaiding urgently -wanted rein- 
forcements to Armenia was another cause of 
differeiKre in (.\^nstantinoi)le. After (Jallipoli 
somt‘ (iO.OOt) troops, (»f the best in the ''^urki^-h 
Army, had been stait to yVd?‘iariople, n lu re (lu^ 
Oermans wantetl tluan, inst<‘ad of to lOr/iiijan, 
whort^ their arrival might hav'o turned the scalo 
against the Russian Army, weakiMU'd })y its 
terrible and unceasing exertions since the nialdk‘ 
of .laTiuary. Nor di<l tlu‘ "Furks of any group 
reganl with sat isfact i<»n tlu' growth in power 
and importanct" of Hulgiaria, espc'cially haxing 
in memory t he terms of the Kaiser's Nish spivch 
t«fanuary 18), \\’ith its n ‘fci’etK'cs to the coming 
glories of King Kerdinand. Wdth the ‘‘ <*on- 
quest of t]gypt a liof^'less fiaseo, with Arabia 
i?i r<‘bellion, and Syria ineliiu'd t(t follow lua* 
exam])le, w hile all Arnu'nia was lost, and .Meso 
]^otaniin ))ound sooner or later to go tlu* saiia‘ 
way, it was little ccaisolation to any [)atriotic 
Turk to know that the Sultan’s Ix'st troops 
werti Ixang (concent ratcxl to light (/lerinany's 
battles in Russia or f»n the Danube, A (\)n- 


stantinople corn'spoiakait of a Cairo paper, 
the .\r<tk'aff(ttn y was res})onsihl(^ for the* state- 
ment that <leputies were at this tim<' sf‘nt 
secretly to Swit/.erland and France to discuss 
a separate peaci' for Turkey and empowered to 
make la.rg(‘ conci'ssions. 

1‘hivt‘r mill ralmU. wrote thi-> rorre-pomlent , lm\'o 
In-t their pnpiilmilN mi. I l.oiul)n>(. Formiil\, wiim 
Kii\ er <irn\ e ahoiil . the jienple woiiM hue the st reet s mat 
-alute him JO tlie hero nt rurki\v. hut nuu . e^peciiilly 
-•iiiee till* ile.ith of I’ruiee lie ilrives at lull sjieed 

aiul n Maekiiow lei l;.:e( I . I'jilmit, who iiseil to l»oa,‘-.t that 
Ills lile wji^ [»ei*leell\' ^afe, recent ly hail tliree ^h«>ts 
fired at him. w hieh nvi-.M^d, hiil killed his seeiet u ry : 
now hi' onls lide e-.corled. I’he popii'alien Im 

lurioii> with the (. 'oinniil 1 ee and the ({ernnin^, and the 
narrator iii'^tanees t ho mov.|, reeeni l*'riilay sermon 
in Santa Sophia, when the pri'aeher ended his praNer 
for ilu» preservation of the ('aliph with the invoi-ation ; 
‘‘ \ e!r_ieanee on tho (Jenn.ins mid the ( 'ommitfoj.” 

A I>riti.-^li (ait into iiaghdad, ('omfug on 
top of t h(* e\ (‘iits in Armoiiia, l']g\ pi and Araliia, 
would liav(* t uru(‘d the scab* and shortoiied tlu* 
wai* ill its Fastri‘u dcxclo] )m»*ut s, hut Kut^ 
tell at- t h(‘ end of Apiil. and the rureo (h'rnum 
regiin(‘ in ( ’onstant inoph* rl'el'i^ (‘d a. trrsh lease 
of lif(‘. 

In Fetrograd, iiaturallv', th»‘ (‘hit ion was iti 
pi'oport ion to t h(' d(‘pr(‘ssion in Constantinople, 
and rosy dr(‘ams were again form(‘d of an early 
march on t h(‘ Ihisphoriis and M(‘sopotamia. 
One Russian journal c()nfid(‘nt l\’ (‘\p(‘Ct(‘d 

\'cry soon to s(‘(‘ our ( ’ossack hors(‘s drinking 
the wat(*rs of t lu' gn^at ri\'ei\” whilst another 
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MAP OF THE APPROACHES TO TREBIZOND. 


expouiKknl an olaboruio i)rograni!no which in- 
volved the al)an<l<)iinu3nt of the Salonika 
campaign, and the landing of an Anglo-French 
force of 250,000 nu*n at Smyrna, a ste[> which 
would not m(‘r('ly liclp the Knssiun army in 
Asia Minor, but afford it a lu'w base. 

No raittor Imw loiicli \vn Htron^thoii furthi'r onr 
(■inicrtHitui Army, an lulvuuca on (\ni 

stft!itino{)lo would prastMil for it almost insuriuouiitnLlo 
ditlicult ios in vi('w »)f the >;reat distanro of tia* <)jMTat inj.* 
haso. Mm lonuMi of Mu' linos of oomniiinirntion, luul 

tlu’i lack of ^ood roa.<ls. TIh' s(‘a lino of (’oininnni<*at ion 
with »Sou<h llussia <Maild only play an auxiliary pari. 
'I’ho situa.tion would ho (piito dilToront if a slrtm^ Anj^lo- 
Kronoh forot' woro lando<l at »Siuyrna, oto. It is oloar 
that with tlio appoaranoo of our tro<»ps at Sivas, ami 
a strung lOn^^lish landiip^-foroo at Smyrna, all the matorial 
rosouroos of 'Turkoy would l»o y)aralyso<l, and tho furthor 
dovolopmont of our oporations a^rainst (*oiistanf imiplo 
w<iuld bo groatly faoilitatt'd. 

For the present, howtjv'er, the' Croud Duke 
Nicholas and his generals had to cut their 
coat according to the clotli, and be content 
with possibilities. Trebizond, the sea-gate for 
all Armenia, Kurdistan and North Persia , was 
the first point to make sure of. The remnants 
of the main Turkish Army had fallen hack be- 
hind Ashkala and Mainakhatun in the direction 
of Frzinjan, and wert'^^mdeavc^uring to make 
a show of defence for that important town, 
scarcely second to EJrzerum in its strategic 
value for western Asia Minor, and almost 


equidistant from Sivas, Diarbekr and Tre- 
bizond. Halid Bey, who had sliow'n himself a 
giftc'd and resourceful eomman<ler, was still 
holding out with a force estimated at* ten 
battalions in the Ffipi^r Chorok valley to the 
west of Ismir, in the direction of Baiburt. 
Along tho coast the Turks were sending forward 
all the reinforeements tluit reaehed Trebizond 
by road with u viev\ to stopping the Russia ii 
iidvanet*, now only .*h) mil<‘s to the I'ast. At 
l h<3 same time an almost desperate attempt was 
made to reinforee and nwdetual the city from 
tho sea, WitJi the mystej*y of the eonditiori 
and whereabouts of tlu‘ (Joeben and Breslau 
still uiisol\ed tlu' Russians c*ouId not (;laim tlie 
absolute mastery of th(3 lilack Simi ; and one 
of the exciting incidents of these eventful 
spring days was the sudden rt‘appearance of 
tho Breslau, acting as convoy to a number of 
Turkish transports and grain ships destined 
for Trebizond. 'J'he Turks claimed to have 
sunk tw o Russian transports, and endeavoured 
to bombard tho Russian positions on the coa.st, 
hut, on the other hand, the Russians sank and 
burned a considerable number of Turkish vessels, 
and compelled tho Breslau to retire. According 
to a correspondent of che Novoye Vremya : 

Not expecting a long resistance by the doomed fortress^ 
the Turks resorted to the help of the Breslau. This 
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imp'^rfectly repaired cruiser, rvinning a serious danjrer of 
sinking, paid a short visi,t to Trebizond, hut being in 
no position to lend material help to the Turkish land 
forces, merely showed her speed and quickly sought 
shelter under the cover of the land batteries. Altlunigh 
the Breslau escaped with impunity, the harmless 
dorn^nstration proved very helphil for our Fleet. Our 
patrol ships now know the real value of this patt'hed-up 
erui er and its place of refuge. The 'J'urkish'Clennan 
staff have hitherto carefully kept iii the dark the degrtM- 
of preparedness of the Breslau, and <mly their d<*sire to 
cheer up the Turkish troops by a show of naval strength 
made them disck>se their cards. 

The endeavour to stop the Russian eoastal 
advance on land was as ineiTective as (hat at 
sea. ,ln tho upper Chorok valley and on the 
coast repeated attacks were niad<' on the 
advancing columns, but tht'y all failed, and 
April 7 saw' the Turks tittackcMl on the right 
bank of the Kara Dere, little more than l(i 
miles from the doomed city. The valley of 
the Kara Dt^re, which means “ Black Torrent/' 


“ After Kara Dere,'* said an exulting Russian 
message, “ our troops no longer marched on 
1'rebiz<aid -we raced there.” 1'tio advance 
was so rapid that it is ret^orded that General 
Liakhotf, in command on this wing, had to 
change lus headcpiartcTs three times w’ithin 
24 hours, moving each time several mih»s 
farther w'cst with tlu* tigfiting line. It was 
eviflent that the dashing spirit of (General 
^ udeniteli had inspinsl liis subordinates, 
M<‘anw’lub\ liowever, the FU'et w'a^ not idle. 
Having madt'rially assist c‘d at tlc^ <'rossing of 
tlu^ Kara I )er(% it steamed \v(‘stw'a.rd to Blatana, 
a port tc‘n mile's beyond Trebi/.ond, and etTected 
a. fre'sli biTKling there*. 4'ake n het.ve'en two 
tire's, t lu‘ 'rurkish ivsistance' hreeke as at Krzerum, 
and (he* wheile tlcfene'e' ce>lla.i .'-ed wMth startling 
sialde'ime'ss. Some e)f the* 'riirkish t roops, it w as 
said, ne'ver carnet inte» act ion at all, so bew ildcr- 
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is, wr. are tolel, !e.)ca.lly known as tlie A’alle'v e»f 
He'll, ow'irig to its w ile! and tlirhuh'iit chanu'te'i*. 
and it w^as ciglit, or teui days Jate*r T^elore* tlie* 
Russians were safe^ly acreiss. The* 'rurkish 
linens had ben'ii strcjiigly fortilieel during (he* 
two months that had olapsexi since^ the* fall of 
Rrzeruiu wath works carefully e'onstriie'te*d 
uiieier Gfirmaii giiielane'c, and at least ."iojibo 
fresh men had been brought up from (/ou- 
staritinople tei garrison (heun. In all, it was 
calculated that more than tw'o army ceaps 
had been collected for the dcfeaice? of the* Tre*- 
bizond district. On April 10 the Russians 
forced the crossing of the Kara Dere*, aft<*r a 
fierce and stubborn action, supported by the 
guns from tho Fleet, the Breslau being helph'ss 
to prevent this, and retiring precipitately on 
the appearance of tho battleship Tmperatritsa 
Maria. 


ing ^^as (he* simulf aiie-ous jitta.<*k irom the f*ast, 
freem the* we*st , auel fn>uj iJa* se'ji ; a.nd bcfor(J 
tfie* e*\'«‘ning e>f the* ISth the* Russians were* in 
full ])ursuit jilemg the* Guniushkliane) re>»*d. 
''rhe* garrison having de*partcd, tlu* Russian 
ge*ne*ra,I was i’e*ce*ive*el at (he* e>ut skirts e)f the e!i(y 
hy a de*putation of e*itize*ns, heade'd by tia* 
Ame*rie-an and (lre*ek Geaisuls. In a brief a,ud 
e*ne*rgf*t ic spe*e*ch the* ge*iie‘ral assured them 
theif if ea-elr*r we*re* iiuiintaine*d lifei and propex'ty 
weiulel !>e* safe*. “ Xemnutl life^ in the city,” he5 
afldcd, “ must re*sume^ at- once*. Le^t the; .shops 
of»e*n a.nd the* hake*rie*s re*suiiu; w'eirk. Anye)ne‘ 
guilty of pillage* will me*e*t with capital [)unish- 
ment.”* 

Hut what of the; unfortunate Me>slems *i 
Mr. Rynch laid estimated the;; population a4 
45,000, composed of Greeks, Armenians, and 
♦ Jiwtftkoyn iSlovOy April 22, 1916. 
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(JENERAL LIAKHOFF, 

The victor of Trebizond. 

Mosloiiis. And Trobi/oncl, it will romoin- 
borcd,* had been tho scene of one of tlio most 

♦ Voi. vrii.. <n»n,p. (jxxxiu., p. :\ h 2 . 


horrible and cold-blooded of the massacres of 
the previous siuniner, batches of helpless and 
unarmed Armenians, men, women and children, 
being driven on board sailing-boats in the har- 
bour, taken out into tlie Black Sea, throwTi over- 
board, and clubbed or shot as they drowned. 
There was naturally some danger of reprisals 
on the part of the now triumphant Christian 
populace, such as had occurred in some places 
in tho V^an district when the liberating Russians 
arrived. No Moslems had joined in the deputa- 
tion — no doubt they were in liiding or hod fled — 
but the general assured the representatives of 
tho city that his warnings extended to- Moslems 
as w’t?ll as to Armenians and Greeks. The 
persons and property of Moslems, he said, 
should ))e protected as w'oll as those of the 
Christians. TTo gave instructions, added the 
correspondent from whom wc have already 
(pioted, that a committee should be forn^d to 
organize the civil guard of the city, half the 
members of which should be Moslems. When 
sf)me of tho deputation demurred, saying that 
there were no Moslems left in the city, General 
Liakhoff retorted severely : “ Moslems must be 
found.” 

This tolerant and humane at titude of Cioneral 
Liakhoff, which, indeed, was tyi^ical of the 
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actions of the Russian command throng] loiit 
the Armenian campaign » is the more vcorthy 
of notice in view of the fact that, with the taking 
of Trebizond, .tlu*ro came to light for tlie first 
time some fuller details of the oflicial ]mrti(i- 
pation in the massacres of Armenians tller(^ 
An experienced and trust wort liy Times cor- 
respondent* wrote that it was now i>ossil)k'. 
to lift the veil of mystery that shroiidetl the 
fate of the i^rrnenian population of Tri'bizond : 

'Pho doportatiuu of the ArrrcJiiians, \vliic*i» hogau in 
June, was carried out hero as elsewhoro in ivecordainre 
with . instructions from Constantinople. Ttie leadini^ 


rally the same programme was carried out The 
ppoeetnlingSj which he^ati in the mithlle of May, were 
inangurati'd by tho arre^.1 ami imprisomm'nt of 400*^ 
yonn^ Armenians. 

Many familit's, alter heioLC ex[iellod from their Inaises, 
weiv^ lv»‘p|. waitinj^ ior s»^v<'rii! <lays in the stn'ots heforo 
hoiiig taken tt) t)u*ir iati*. .At the e'ntra.ni*e* to tho town 
tho procosMons i>l‘ exiles eneo\»nt(‘red tax-nrathortsrs, 
whti insisted tm the payment of arrt'ars i>f taxation, 
adthon^h tho lud'orl unate peojalaj liad lelt all tluMi* 
projierty behind them. av few artisans, who waTO 

ivtpiirovl to work for tin* Army, were adloMt^al to i*ema-iu 
in tho toAVii. l^y tlie In'^jLinnin^ tif August tin* wholo 
-\rm *iiiai?i patpulat if>ii haul alisuppearod fra>m Kr/eriuii. 
t>idy till* Bishop remanmnl. Un AoKii-t fi two ])olieo 
olliet'rs avppeairt'tl at liis house nml eommimieaita’al tlio 
onler of dt'parture. 'The Ihsho]> had taiken preoautione 
t<» secure some horses for tlx* transport, aaf hi- t'fTeets 
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families wore tho first fo sufTer. Sojuo HOO of tha'.saj 
Vecoived the order to prepare fair emigraition and pur- 
chased a number of w'agons for tho trainsport of their 
property, but four days after their departure all tho 
wagons were l)rouglit back to tho town. Tho emigrants 
had boon massacred and their property j:)inndercd. 

Other groups, each of sov’oral hnnalrod families, fa»l- 
lowod. This process went on for some time, but ova*ii- 
tually new methods were adajptod. Tho police entcreal 
the tiouses of the remaining Armenians, forcibly expelleal 
them, drove them through the streets, ami lockcal iif> 
the houses. Tho whole Armenian population of Trebi- 
zond, numbering sa^rne 10,000 souls, was thus oxta^rmi- 
nated. It is hoi>ed, however, that, some humlrt*ds of 
persons may yet be fouml hialdon in tha? villages in the 
neighbourhood. 

At Erzerum, where the Armenian population was 
considerably greater, beiifk estimated at 35,000, practi 

The Times, May 22, 1010. 


but thf'si? now stolam. I fa* t,ria*<l to purcbasai ajthcrs, 

but tit till* last mt>mamt liaj was informed that be was not 
allajwcd to takas anything wnth him. llo was tba*n 
remova'ai to an unknown destination. 

(barman aifTicor-' stalicmasl in tha^ to\a n anal the ( b*rinan 
Consul manifested open »>ppro\ al a>f thesaj proc s'llin^is. 
Amatng the spoils whieli fell to the Turks wore several 
.Armenian girls, ami a share in this living booty was 
cajiiceded ta> the (jermany. 

Jiurtsia’s nciw conquest was ov. n fnorc striking 
and inspiring than that of b>zcruni. 'Fliat 
great fortress, grim and hirl^idding on its snow - 
clatl height.^, was a symbol of forfeited power 
Init Trebizond, apart frt>m its importance as 
a port and a mart , presented a scene of 
terranean beauty and luxuriance. “ Nowhere 
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olso,” says Mr. Lynch, “is the dawn iiuie 
essentially the ‘ rosy -fingered.’ <)r the soa at 
sunrise the * glass -green.’ . . . The scene is 
tli(^ sanies Miat brought tears to the eyes of 
Xenophon, and was associated in the mind 
of the Kmpt'ror Hadrian with his first view of 
this sliore and sea.” Tlie luxuriance and 
variety (>f the vegeLition are reinarkahlo. 

'riu> cHiU’oiiio of (natiinil) i<< the 

sitn iltanoous oxiihoraiicc^ of tlic trees ainl plants which 
flourish lipori tho coasts of thcj MiMliterrant'an aral of 
the leafy i^iarits of our northern woods. Sidt' hy .si<hi with 
shady lhiek<ds of elu'.-.tnut, elm, oak, and ha/.el, proves 
of eyprns, laurel, and f>livo ^■ra<^e tdio slH)re, d’lm \\il<! 
vin(» han^s in fjwt<*oiis from the branches, and in sheltered 
pla:*es f.ho oranj^e, the lemon, and the pomey^ranute 
thrive and yield their fruit. ... In the middle of the 
seventeenth eentnry we are t<»ld of ni)wards of .‘10,000 
pardons and vineyards inserifxMl in the city re^istei"-. 
ami at (hat time < lu' sIo[)es nhout J3o/. d’epe were eom- 
pletely covoinnl with vines. 

Coining to I ()pogni[)Iuea-l dtdiijls, Mr. Lymdi* 
givo’ .som(‘ i(h‘a of Hie city itself: 

Oiui sees a eily wliieh, in spite of tln^ modern aspeeJ. 
•of f’ertain t(narter.s, has lost little of the romance of the 
.Middle A{j:e. d’ho c^irlier irnjirint on its huildiii^s is 
that of the era of Jnslinian; their aettial appearance 
.liii^ to tlio (Irand (.Jornneni. A j^reat slee(> has ))ri<l”c*d 
tl)j^ interval to the pres<'n( time. Vet the life t»f tin* 
place, sueh as it is, pnr.-aies the old (dianiuds and tiu* 

♦ A r/nmitt, \'ol. 1., p, .'ll’. 


throng in tlio streets is to-day not Ies.s heterogeneous 
than it was four centuries ago. Strings of Bactrian 
camels may be seen in the slreet.s, about to start on the 
loner stages whicdi separate the seaport from Krzerum and 
dhihriz. d’he peoples of A.'^ia and Kuropo .still moot in 
the bazaars. 

Trebizond i.s older tlian Rome. It was 
tdready ancient in 401 B.c., when Xenophon 
reached it with Ins Ten Thousand after their 
long retreat from Cynaxa, and the place is still 
shown at the mouth of the Pyxitis where he 
pitelH‘<l his camp and where he rested for oO 
days and celebrated the gymnic games l^ong 
afterwards it was a Homan colony, and Hadrian 
is claimed as tlie builder of the harbour. From 
tli(‘ fourteemth century to the middle of the 
fifteenth it was the capital of the Kmpire 
of the Comneni — “ Fmperors of the Romans, 
I..ords of all Anatolia, (leorgia, and tlie 1’rans- 
marine.” With the corning of Mohammed II., 
in I4<)2, its ancient glories defraided, but not 
ev'cn Hio Turks could altogether destroy it as 
Hie Hlac k Sr a gahavay of commerce for tin* 
Fast, and tlie corning of the railway to the 
northern (*oast of Asia Minor, under Russian 
auspices, will doubtless do something to restoiH' 
its importance*. 

As in Hu* ease of Ki’zeTum, the 'riu'ks w(*r(* coy 
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ill adiiiiMing the ext(‘nt ot' their (lisasl<‘r al 
Trehizoiid. Two days aftiM' they luui jilian- 
donc'd the? city they issued a. hulU'tiii statiiij/ 
that th(' ti^liting in th(' Chorok va.ll(‘y and 
“ on till' l('ft wing of tiie l^a-zistan c*oas( s(‘elor " 
was “ assuniiiig a \ iotent eharacter." 'Th<' 
i'lKMiiy’s attempt , it wa.s chei'rfully added, "‘has 
(*ost him h<*a\ y losses and ha.s foiled liy 

our counter-attacks.” '^ria* (‘pisode r»f the 
linvslau and t he cfiasi la-ndings was dealt wil h as 
follows : ” "I'lie eiHMuy, profiting by t ho foitificd 
t.ow’ii of Ihvtum and by t la? int ormit t out lir<‘ 
of his warships, has n'jailsc'd our coast, rocon- 
naissan<‘(‘ d<'tachmen(s in l.ia.zistan.” And on 
t la* following day, .'\])ril 21 — still harping on 
l^a/istan tln'V continued tin* story : 

Our (l('lnfliin;*nl.s cntni'^liMl willi tli<* sij[KTvi>i<ni <»t 
llu' coast, in th<i biizistiiti sector since ,\j)ril 11 Ikim' 

■olTcrCil «‘\traor<linarv r(\Nist jukm^ ti> tlic rcpcatcjl attack^ 

innn ‘ri<‘ally sii|UM’i<ir niiiilary aial Daval torcc^ an<l 
»lofcn(|(‘.l .stop by step »‘\cry inch of jj^nnaal which it 
■\viis in any way po'-sihlc !.• dctcMnl. Our armies \M»rthilv 
attaincil the proposed aim. 

Kimilly, on April 18, alter they hiul ton ed lla- em-my t«» 
figh't. it hattln whir h had bloody n'snli.s bn* l ini, lliey 
\vith<lnnv in ueeordanci* with instruction*- tui to a -••etor 
whero thiiy will have a new task to fnllil. 

iSinee in aeeor.lanee with eiinehisions drawn from t he 
sitnalion of the war the resnll of this operali«ai in the 
eoii'-t .sector ecadd bo foresivm, the t<»wn of 'rrebi/.ond 
had already been eva,enated by ns. Six O-in. unn- nl an 
old pattern, wl;i<-h had recently hetui siatitmed in tlie 
environs of the town, were left hehiml after hein;.* 
coin )Jefoly destroyed. 

As a matter of fact, although tlic booty 
was nothing like so great as at Erzeruni, the 


Ktissitms eapt lin'd at 'rn*bi/.oud eight luouutiMl 
position guns, fourteen (iiiich gnus, tmd ti 
large tjusmtity of rifles, jtmmuuitioii wjigons, 
supply trains, and othi'r war material. 'Dtis 
trmmjih wtts unhappil^y followed within 10 

dttys l)\ tilt' U(‘ws int‘\itJihb‘ and long ex- 

peefeil of th(‘ surrender of (haa'iiil d'ownsheml 
and his gallant little force at Kut -el- Amara. 
This reiidt'n'd futile all tlie chivalrous efforts 
that laid beiai made alike by the extreme 
left wing of the army of the (Iraial Dulo' 
Xiidiolns aiul by (Jeiieial Ha.ratoff's forei' in 

Persia not indeed, as already’ explaint'd, to 
ajiproai h or to ejipture Pag alad but to 

reli(*\e the pies^^ure on Kut aim the 'Tigris 
valley bv t lireat eniiig soiia* jiart of the 'Turkish 
eommunieations, and en'ating a divt'rsion on 
their /lank. 'Tiiis great serviei* had been v'<*ry 
(‘fleet ivc'ly niideredjhe Pussian l(‘ft wing being 
dangerously exfendt'il l‘(»r thf' jiurpo.sts Jind now 
the H'lease of the v’t'iv considerable fonre, that 
]ia.d been besieging Kut and proteeting Hagli- 
fl.t I made iH'eessaiv iiiereased v'igi!a.iH*e a,nd 
at'tivity on the part of the Pvussian gesnerals. 
NN'itliin a f(‘vv wi-eks after iht' (aiptnn^ of 'Tre- 
hi/.ond (a-ncaal Haratoff, advauieing from 
Ifamadan thn)ugh Kermanshali, had reaela'd 
Kiisr-i-Shirin, nt'ar the 'I'urkisli front ita*, whta'e 
he found liimself confronted by ti <*onsiderab!e 
'Turkish forei* at Kliaiiikin, on tht* other .side 
of tin* frontier aial in th<^ dirf'cti^m <if Paghdad. 
Tiu* situation at that time was vi'iy clearly 
put by a Kiissian military writer, who. evt'ii 
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after the Kut disaster, still clung to the idea 
of an early British advance on Ihighdad : 

The diHtaiico between ivut-el-Ainani uiul Baghthul 
is about a hiindr€Hl inilt's, r<»n^)dy tho sam<' as b«*t\\aaii 
Baghdad and Kasr-i-Slnrij», \v]um’<‘ our advance g\ian*. 
at pre:ont. t)ur troops Hre now soriouslv threatoniin: 
<he Turkish iSlosopotainiaii Army, winch lias nnl '^uc- 
eo*^dod in brinjzing U[) its main rc*iiift)ri*cmen( s to Ba^hdatl. 
'rile Mesopotamian Army, basin*: cm Bnglnhnl, is limitisl 
ill its manoMivring, and cannot a.dvaii<’e fiom Kiit-td- 
Amara ilirecd. towaids Khanikin. 'Die 'I’nrks will ];a\*‘. 
thoreforo, to parry (Jenerai Bi\ratoft'’s 'mh r*icti«- thni.'-t 
by liringing up from tluMr scmtlicrn frinit via Bayhdc.d 
the forces which have been rolca'>*'*l by the surrender 
t>f (Joneral TowmluMid. ''I’lhs will facilitate the l*!nglivh 
advance along tin* Tiurris through Knt -el-Ainara on 
Baghdad. 

In reality ( Joneral BaratolT’s spirited a,d\'aiu*e 
was no nion^ than a deinoiisl nition, whieli 
had lost, all its o[)port iineness by the long 
pause now rendered neei'ssarv in tin* British 
<ip< ‘rat ions in ATcsopolainia. Tf wi^ had 

roatdied Haghdtid tla^ Russian light troops 
woultJ [lossildy have been a])l(^ to join ns there. 
Tn fact, V>y an extraordinary feat of dash and 
daring on tlie jiart of ti d<‘tnchni(‘nt of (‘ossacks 
njider the coiniiiand of Sotiiik (hvnialy, (leneral 
HtiratofT did succeed in getting into touch with 
(Jfaieral Bake in the third we<‘k in Mtty. 'The 
exploit, wo are tol<l, was “the talk of tin* 
t^aucasiaii army,” (latnaly set out with his 
sotnia with the simple order to g(*t into 
touc'li with (J(*neral Lak<^ at all costs,” route 
and evMTylhing else ])eiug left to his own jndg- 
moiit ; and his laconic and formal answer was, 
Ilf^ chos(! t he sout hi‘rn route, whieli was 
an extraordinarily diflieult one, cov^ering at least 
1,^0 miles, lint it had the advantage of being 
free of the enemy, and tin* entiTpiisi* was sue- 
cossfnl. It led to nothing, of coursi*, hut it 
was a demonstration of wlnit could he done in 
such a country hy ont(*rprise a,nd resourer*. It is 
pleasant to add that the three otlici'is of this 
gallant, littk^ Cossac^k force were awarded the 
British Military ^ledal, whilst from their own 
Sovereign they rec.taved the ^’ladimir Order, 
'rhe rank and lilo were d(‘corated with the St. 
( Ii'.orgo’s (Vo.ss. 

Ivnt having falhai, atid the Baghdml ailvaia e 
being at an end for the time Ix'ing, there was 
no fiirthc*!* ohjeel in tlie extriane lengthening 
of tJio Russian lin(*s eithiT on the Bersifin 
frontier or south of the Van district. Siimil- 
tanoonsly with the Kasr-i-Shirin advance 
another Rn.ssian movement against Hit* Turkish 
flank liad taken ]:)lacc a<*ross the Bersian 
frontier to Rowandnz, 80 miles north of Mosul 
(the ancient Nineveh), and 200 miles north of 
Baghdad. The Russian f(^rce.s wf‘re every- 


where successful, in spite of rejieated attacks 
from Kurds aud regulars, and the movement 
on tlie Bersian frontier hail lH*en, on the whole, 
a most sncct'ssfnl acliicvi'inent : lint, for the 
reasons alreadv stateil, the Russians halti'd, 
and, in the Hamada.n - Kermanshah ilistriet, 
gi‘a.diia.lly h‘ll hack in readiness for the counter- 
stroke that was sure to come. 

W'l'st of Kr/.('rum also, on what may still for 
convenience he ealh'd flu* ( ’aueasus front, 
pi‘i‘pa rat ions had also (<> he made* for a. vigorous 
'I'lirkish <-ounl(‘r at tack. Tin* Russian position 
at 'rrehi/.onil was a peenliar out', and hy no 
mi‘ans entirely sat isfaet oiv, depeiuliuLT. as it/ 
did. on 1 Ik* command of Ihi* Black Sea, and not. 
on the land eommunieal ions in the direction 
ot ha"/,t*rum. 'I’Ik* onlv road ahaig I Ik* <-oast 
vias also i*on( rolli'tl from th«‘ sea: and I Ik* 
Bussian command of tlu* Black S«'a was not 
altogt‘ther eomph'tt', as tlien* v\ere s| il I siwca’al 
'riireo-f {ermaii submarines miaeronnt ed for, 
not to sp«‘al\ of tin* (lot'hen and the Bn'slnn. 
'The work of tin* Kiissian h'leel thronghout 
was h(*v'on<l pi*ais(‘. It patrollc'd ov’(‘r 2,00B 
miles of coast liia.*, forwarding the passage of 
Russian supplii's a.nd previ'iiting t Ik passage 
of Turkish suppli<*s. It homharded Turkish 
i*auips and dispersed bodies of troops, and 
linall_\' it «*(leeted Ihi* t v\ o important, armed 
landings tliat were absolutely (‘ssential to 1 la* 
ea.jilure of TT‘(‘bi/ond. Bill its command 
of the sea. was not unehalleiigi'il, and so h>ng 
as a, good ])ortion of the roa,d hetwi'cn h^r/.erum 
and '^rr(*hizond was in the* ha.nds of I he* i*neniy 
the situation could ii(jt hi* !’ega.rd(*d with 
eoinplaiM‘ney, f*speeia.IIy in view of large 
Turkish i einfoi*eement s. 'I’hi'^ ea.[)t un* of 
Baihurt and ( himushkfiane, (>() and JOB miles 
\\4-st of hh/.erum respect iv'i'ly, was the tirst 
I'.sseiilial thing, and this wa.s iiov\ taken in 
hand. 

'The Turks, lKn\ever, wiae tlie lirsf to assumi* 
tlu* offensive, and tliat in a slightly dilTerenl 
dir<‘etion. The roaci from ha’/.erum runs diK* 
w«*st till near’ .\slikala, about .‘{0 mill’s ol’f. 
and IIkmi forks, one route* going north-east 
aei’oss the mountains to Baihurt and (bimMsh- 
khaiK*, til*’ otlK*r eoiitiiming westward down 
the* valley of the Kara. Su, or Blirat , oi’ W est ein 
lOuphnites, as it is variously <*a,ll<‘d, to Mama- 
kliatuii and Krzinjan. "I’Ik^ main '^riirkish n*in- 
forcrernents in this (ptarfer ajipcar to have hi'eai 
dircctf'd at first to lOrzinjari and l)iarl>(‘kr. 
Borgetful of their previous statement that 
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FORT OUTSIDE THE CITY OF VAN. 


Er/,(*riiMi was an “ c)[)c*ii town ’’ and liad not 
llio l<*a.st military valia*,” tla* Turks now 
d(‘clarc*d that it was tlu* kt^y of Iho situation ; 
that it must lx* r('tak(‘n at all costs, and tlu‘ 
Hussians Ihrowri hack across th(‘ front i(‘r. 
Tho Kussians, as already stat(‘d, had taken 
Aslikala, juul tlu*ir outposts were* at Maina- 
khat un. 

On ^Ia,>' II ti^htine reported to the 

south-east, of Mamakhatun and south of (he 
'^rushi river, tlu* "I’urks c'laimiii^ tlu‘ victory. 
'Two days later t lu' l^ussian hulletiii stated 
that: ‘‘ In the direction of Kiv.injan dt'tacli 
naaits of (uir r(*‘4ular troops, iii <*onjuiict ion 
with our tei’ritorial reser\'es, followiu^jj a. merci- 
less niujht attack, powerfully ort^ani/.ed by the 
t'liemy, on I he lofty ranjj»e which dominates 
th(^ whoki adjoining n^uion, took pi'isoiu*rs 
.‘iO otlicers and .‘hio soldiers of the 'Turkish 
infantry. Our troops formin^j: tlu' achanccnl 
^Uair<l i'asily ^aiiaxl t ht' ht^ttt'r of t la^ <‘iu*my 
offensi\(* in the n'^jrion of Mamakliatun, half- 
way Ixdween Kr/.erum and Kr/.iujan." lint 
on the followinjj: day it was admitte<l (hat “in 
the ref^ion of Ashkala in the direction of Erzin- 
jan the 'Turks, yft(*r assiMuhliniJi very lar^i' 
forces, took the offensive and aftt‘r a furious 
battle, which lasted the whole clay, succeedt*d 
in forcing back our ailvanced posts in places, 
but tlu'Y wen* then compelled tci cease tlunr 
offen.sive owing to the extremely severe lo.sses 
thf^y had suffered by our fire.'’ Obstinate 


fighting continucMl, and, finally, on .lune 1 thc.*^ 
Kussians admitted that they had withdrawn 
from ]\Iamakhat un in f lec^ of simultaneous 
attacks and a thr(‘at(*ned outflanking ino\'e- 
juent. 'The 'Turks conte.itcxl themselves with 
saying that th(‘ir offensives had bcM'ii “ success- 
ful,” and that the' o[)era(ions surpriscxl the' 
Kussians, w ho w(‘re obligcti to rcdiM^at without 
c»ffc‘ring sc'rious rc'sistance. A few days la(<*r 
th<‘ 'Turks claimed to have' occupied positions 
<*ast, north-east and south-c^ist of Mamakhatun, 
and tc_) liav<‘ pn^ssed on to within live milc's of 
Ashkala. Here* thi' much-h(‘ialiled countcM’- 
strokcM-ame I o an caid, and t he campaign in that 
cpiart<*r rt'sumcxl the.' form c)f spi^radici and in- 
effc‘(_*tive raids, wdiik^ the' (Irand T)ukc^ steadily 
ta-c'paivd for tlic.^ next a.d\*ance. 

\Vi‘ must now' end(*avour to (estimate the^ 
strength and [)osition of the c'ontending forceps 
at the opc'uing of this, the final Armenian 
c»|)eration of the summer, which, like.' thc'J rc'st . 
c'nded, on the' Hussian right Aviiig at lea.st, in 
com])k'tc^ victory and furtluT advances by 
the forces undca* (General Yudeniteh. At the 
opening of the year, it- will be remembered, 
Kiamil Ikisha’s forces- -the 'Third 'Turkish 
Army consisted of about 1, ‘10, 000 men spread 
out along the Caucasus frontier from the Hlack 
Sea to the south of Lake* Van. The first 
movement ended in overwhelming defeat at 
Koprukeui and Krzerum, the Russians throw ing 
the Turks back in confusion, capturing Krzennn, 




THE TIMES HlSTOliY OF THE WAR. 


271 


Mush, and Bitlis, and the Van district to the 
east, thus occupying the wliole Armenian 
plateau and lioldiiig its mountain gateways 
to the west and the south. In the north, 
liowever, Halid Hey still held out with a 
respectable force in the ('iiorok va1U‘\\ 
threatening the Russian right flank and 
blocking the way to Tr(*bizond. In sjiitt* of 
a st(»ady stream of Turkish roinforeiMuents, 
Halid was forced back to Ispir and Ix'yond, a.nd 
a junction tjffected between th(' Riissin-n Chorok 
valley army and that advancing south-west ward 
along the coast from the direction of Hatum. 
These two columns, support'd by the Black 
Sea Th'et, then advanced and took Trebizond. 
The Russian line then extended from the Bla(‘k 
Sea, ten miles or so west of Trebizond, throimh 
Ashkala to Mush and Bitlis and across to the 
neighbourhood of Take' lu'inia 

Opposc^d to this for(M*, a-ccording to tlu* best 
Russian calculations at tla* tiiiK*, llu'n* ha.d been 
assembled th(^ shattered, but now reinforced, 
n ‘mains of th(‘ Third Army, with souk* lau.uuu 
further troops -of the b<‘st ipiality brought 
up from (j|a.lli[)oli. Round Trebizond, in tla* 
uj^pi'T* (Jliorok valley, and Indween th(‘ Russian 
forcre at 'rri'bizond and that liolding I0rz<‘rum 


and Ashkala, there were six divisions, a.mounting 
in stnaigth to about B>0,()t)0 mtui. In the 
Ivharput-Krzin jail district tlu-n* were about 
10 divisions — -tlu' ]jick of the 'Turkish Army 
in A'^ia Minor. 'Thri'at eiiiiig Mush and Bitlis, 
wJiich aftiT tht' fall of Kut do not seian to 
ha.\ t* been heltl b\’ I lie Russians in sta'ious 
i<»rce. there \\en‘ about 10,0(10 iiuai, the grt'ater 
nunilu'r south of (lie importaut ])ass at Bitlis. 
Soiiu* of thi‘S(‘ had possibl\' come up fmm 
Mesopot auiia, w here, bet w ei*n Mosul ami Bagh- 
da.d, then* wei‘<‘ still at li‘a.st 00,000 men, not- 
to sp(‘ak of swai’ins of Kui'dish iri'egulai's. 
'I"his gi\'es about 10,000 mi*n fri‘(‘ to a.ct against 
({t‘nt‘i*a.l \'udt‘nit(*irs left wing and 00,000 to 
hold th(' Baghda.tl-Mosul line a, ml to threaten 
the Persian front ii‘r. 

Opposite* his c(‘nti‘e‘ and right wing (h*ni‘ral 
^'udenitch ha.d a. nominal .‘{00,000 to disjaite* 
liis a.dvan(‘e on Baiburt and ( !umushklia.m*, 
Ki‘lkid and ha*zinjan. Ashkala., Ta*zinjan and 
( himushkhaiK* may be regarde'd v<‘rv roughly a.s 
indteaiting the three* a.ngles t>f a.n eepiilaterul 
triangk*, tin* lat ter pla.ce* |>oint ing nort h towainls 
'rri*bizoiul. 'The* ceanitry is \cry rugge*d and 
nountainous, but the*re* are* good roads freim 
the* feerk m*tir Ashkala, north-west te> (himush- 
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khano and wpst t<» Krzin jan. To coiiiplotr* tlu* 
list, of I'nrkisli forr(\s in Asia Minor, it was cal- 
culated furl h(T t hat t lu‘rc were a.t l(‘ast two Army 
cor[)s in South Syria with designs on H^gypt, anti 
one in Arabia and in th<^ directitni of Aden. 
The gtnieral conimaiiding against CJt'iicral 
Vudenilch’s front, west of Krzerum, was now 
\"(‘chtili l.*asha, who had taken ovta* tht' eoni- 
mand of tht? dt‘f(*at(Hl army after Krzt'rum. 
At that t ime its existenet* was chit'fly on paptn*, 
hut, an \\(* liavt* sinm, it. laid since ht'en hrougfit 
up to tpiitt* respectahlt* dimtnisions. 

It is always to h(‘ kept in mind that the 
armies eniimt^'att'd a})ove wt'rt^ not nt'cessarily 
up t.o ariyt hing like t htnr normal strength. Jn 
the lirst lUsastrous days of the ret r(‘at ]>efon' 
lOrzerum the ninth, tenth and ek‘V('nth army 
corps had lost more than t hiHM'apiartf'rs of 
their ptjrsoniK'l a.nd lU'arly the whok^ of th<‘ir 
a.rtill<‘ry. Such loss(\s are not readily replae(*d, 
esp('cia.lly in tlu* case of a '^riirkisli army liun- 
drt'ds of mik'S from railway communication 
4ind<*ut off from tlu* s(*a. Largt* reinfoF’c('tn<*!il s, 
howevi'r, wen* on the \\a.y (*v(’n before tlie fall 
of Krzenun, and within a week of the clos<* of 
the op(‘r'al ions in that quarttn* tlu* lirst- echelon 
had bc'gun to a.i*ri\e via Smyrna, and Haidai* 
L*asha., a inoiN* or less sl(*ady streain being lo'pt 
uf) afterwards. And it n<*<*d hardly b(' point<*d 
out. that a it'tii’ing army always has this 
advant-ivge, lliat as it falls baek it- short ('us its 
liiK's, w’hik* its opp(au‘nt, until a luwv ])ase 
is fully organ iz<Ml, has to transport all its 
re(piii*einc*nts ovi*r a.n i*ver k'ugt hening liiu*, 
not to spealv of the men k*ft behind as iic'cessarv 
to garrison evt'ry poitit gaiiuMl and to guard 
connt'xions. It is doubtful whether the 
(h'arul Duke Xicliolas ever had under his 
(‘ommand n\ore than 20t),0(Ml men, whilst 
Vechtib Pasha was able to <iispose of probably 
.'100,000 on his main front. 


During ail this time of prt']>a.rat ion and 
calculation the ’'burks continiud a somewhat 
spasmodic off(‘nsive at V'arioiis points. At 
'Trebizond, towards the end of ]\Tay, a series of 
attacks })egan without k*a,ding to any v<*.ry 
marked result, and the Kussians countered 
by an attack in the direction of ( J umushkhane, 
which fhslodg<‘rl tlu*i]‘ op[>oncnts from a well- 
organizt'd position on tlu^ northern slopes of 
the coast range*, llaibnrt, t)etween (Jumiish- 
kharu* a.nd 10rzc*i*um, and Oghnut to the south 
of Hrz<‘rmu on tlu* Kharput road, were the 
r(*al ])oints of int(*rest. Daiburt is at a sharp 
turn in tlu* upp(*r ( horok \'alley, and had long 
Ih'i'ii a source* of dangc*!’. Tierce some vc^ry 
\'igorous lighting took ])lace in tlu* first week in 
June, tlu^ Turks attaclcing with “important 
forces,” but being repulsed and their ranks 
broken with guntin*. This ])oiiit is tlio key t» 
tlu* hole* situation })etw’(*(*n Krzerum and 
'Trebizond, but the Jkirks gained nothing by 
t}u*ir elfort. ^l(*antiine, tlu* Kussians liad also 
to deal with the ott’ensiv(* from Oglinut in the 
Karga.l)a/.a.r direct ion. Tlu* force ('n\[)loycd hc*rc 
was estiiuiitcd at t().t)0t>, a.nd at first it irtet 
with some sricc*e.-.s(*s. hiit the end was faihir<*. 
Tlu* int(‘iition ol)\ iously was to br(*a.k tlirougli 
hetwi'en tlu* Kussiaii ct*ntro and left, and 
inferriipt commimicat ions hetwf*en Krzerum 
and Bitlis. It .was a carefully organized and 
dangerous attack, aud tlu* Kussians most 
positivi‘ly a.ss<*rtod that tlu* Turks had the 
assistance of a large iiumher of (lerman, Aus- 
trian, and even Kulgarian reinforcements. 
It was tlu* first indication of a definite strategic 
plan on the part of tlio enemy with the objeet 
of gaining a position from which th<*y could 
threaten the flank and rear of the Kus.sian 
forces at ^liish and Ihtlis, and, indirectly, tic* 
up their advance on the Krzerum -Trehizond 
road. 
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ATei'tiuu; with no success in tho centro and 
south, the Turks again directed their effort 
aigaiiist ttie Trebi/oiid position in the extreme 
north. On June I I tliey devtJoped ji strong 
assault on Phitimai, tlie port to the west ot 
Trebi'/ond. wlaae tlie Russian tl(‘(*t -lafiding 
in April liad tlirown the 'rauks into sueli 
confusiaan and brought iibout tlie collapse oi' 
the defence. He[K'ated 'rurkish ait tacks w«a<‘, 
howevta-, repuls(*d with great lossi's, I (Ml deaid 
being i(*ft in front of tln^ |{ussiiui trenches. 
Fighting e^aitimu'd from time to time in this 
region almost till tlu' linu' of (Ji‘iu‘ral Vude- 


that they should not claim it. On the other, 
t hf' Russians miak' no mention of lighting 
ainywhei*!' else al^oiit that' time, and the J^irlvs 
lhems(J\i's ne\ ei*’ alludcfl to the matti'r again, 
a.' tlu*y would ci'rtainly ha.v(‘ tlone if a swc'i'p- 
ing \ ictor\’' ot IJk' kind liaal really Ixh'ii W'on. 
A rangt' of mountains separate's J(*vi/,lik 
Irom the Ohorok valley wher<^ the Turks 
pla.ee tht'ir battle. J'he following is tl»e 
'rurkish bnllt'tin for what it is woi'th ; 

('\i<'Nsi\N Kkon'i*. ( >ri flu! I<*fl wiii^ »nir 
4‘tiiit iinit''. llii‘ iiuuiy |M>.-ilit)ns on tin* nortiM'in 

r<M;lu*s oi t h(' ('hoioU. positions .u'o h"> 

lo II* '^oiilh of 'rivl)i/,oii{l. on n InUo ms as on ii 



RUSSIAN CAVALRY IN THE CAUCASUS. 


niteh's great advance; and about a fortnight 
after the first Turkisli assault the strnggk* 
liero w^as keen and fairly evenly contested. 
On Juno 2:3 the 1'urks drove the Russians 
from a fortified eonveitt at tjevizlik, 1 7 miles 
.south of Trebizond. Tlu\v wort? driven out 
again by a Itus.sian <*onntt'r-attaek. Oii the 
same day as the final Russian bulletin (June 2r>) 
the Turks also made a statement elaiimng a 
great victory, but the locality was so \ agu<*ly 
given that it is iuipossihle to say wht'ther 
this was intended to refer to the same event. 
On the one hand, having gained a real success, 
if a temporary one, at Jevizlik, it was strange' 


of irionrilaiii.s nvar 9,000 fci i high running from 
oast to wc.st, in u region where fhn rivor.s hav(^ their 
source vvhieh flivide the two pliiees. 

Til an orfenv.ive, which h.-m rontinned for two ‘lays 
with the greatest violence, unr troop.s liave eoiulueO-d 
theiiiselve.s with the greatest bravery, especially in 
hayoiiot H^hling, in wliieli Ihey Inivo proved t hem.si'l ves 
snperiof in all riispeets. 

'I'la' roul of thi* enemy, who at eerlain points left their 
ein-ampiiUMit .s lieliiinl, made onr soldiers forciM. all thtar 
fatigne.s. Without awaiting the order to ]}nrsne, they 
piyfiillv heyan the attai'U on the remnants of ihi* enemy, 
iiral thus extended the .sc' tor they occupied. 

In this battle we sei-nreil rich booty, eon.sisling of all 
kinds of armarnenis nial war matt-rial, inclutling 1^ 
million cMitridgi-s and seven inaebino-yiins, whii h are 
HOW' u.s«d at;ainst th.e enemy. We captured (ir>2 prisoners, 
including sf3veu otlK-ers. 

In spite of the tiillieult nature of the ground, which 
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was favourable to the enemy, lii.s losses are estiini\ted 
at at least 2,000 tloiwl. t)ur losses were relatively very 
small. 

''Pho only rc^feronoo to fighting in tho Russian 
hiilletin, issued on the following day, was to the 
effeei tliat tlu\y had n^piilsed by gunflrts “and 
in many places by hand grenadc?s,” attacks 
“ in the regions of I’latana and .levizlik.” 
\\ laai next we hcjir of 1 Mat ana it is to learn tliat 
the Russians wen? advaiicing w(Ml to tlu' west 
f>f it in the direction of M^ireboli. 

Wv wen* tlu*n just on th(* eve of th(‘ great 
Anglo-KrencMi advaiate on the Somme as well 
as of that of (h*n<*ral Vudeniteh on lOr/injan. 
Hut in tlu^ !n(*n.ntime hope* long d(‘ferred was 
iiaving its inimitable effect and producing a 
<*erta in feeling of depn*ssion and of impati(‘nee 
in Jiiissia. What were the Alli(*s doing ? 
MMk^ Hussians themst'lv'cs, it was true, were 
making a trem(*nilous and victorious ]msh 
on the Styr and on the I)niest(‘r, but (Ms(‘wlu‘n‘ 
the outlook si^'ined gloomy. Desperate and 
almost continuous attacks were being made 
on Vt'rdun : the Austrians wi'n* advancing 
in the MVentino : Haglidad and the Dardanelh's 
had t*nd(*d in failun* : nothing was being doin' 
at Salonika; the suggested sehc'mi* for a 
change of base and an advanct' from Smyrna 
had eome to nothing: tin? M'urkish pri'ssure all 
along the Armenian front and with superior 
forces was vexat ions : in I N'rsia. ( h'ln'ral Haratoff 
was Ix'ing <?om])el|(‘d to fall back : Lord 

Kitchi'in'r ha<l been lost on his way to Arch- 
angel. A leading Hussian newspaper opi'uly 
expressed its chagrin about the Armenian 
situation and the attitude of France anil 
haigland : 

'rh<* Krn'Mt bultli' «.n our h -\\ <"<1 ('rn 

frnut, (Ilf (ntf <i(' (lie Slimmer eampiiigii is beiii^i 

iliM‘iiI«'(l, luis fiim|)lftflv obsiMireii (lie eveiUs taUilivc 
}>laff ill A-.irt Miimr. Ibit, as a matter ot fai‘(, tin* 
•slra.‘c'^if sitiiatiiai tliet’f has nialergoiie a raclieal eliaii>.'<*, 
aiat, we must say, imt in mir fa\ oiir 

After the ahanilniiUK'iit uf the Danlani lies an«i 'riirai'f, 

• Fiiver Pasim traiefernal his truops (n Armenia, ami 
Mesopotamia. It ha- heen foiiinl in many part^. of 
our (‘aueaviaii front that tin* 'Turks an* faring m in 
.‘-superior nnmhm'-, 'This is a '^real aehieveinent . eon- 
si. leriiiwr dial i l’.(' in 'ans of roinmunii'at ion in (he rear of 
th(* 'rurkisli ^\riuy are \ i*ry poor, 'rhe* advanlage of 
<.piiek transportation of troops anil snp]>lies is all in 
fax our of Kn^lanil ami Russia, ami. witli a fexv exeepi ions, 
the Allii's havt* to traxei'M' only 7U to 140 inih*s of roads, 
whilst the 'Turks have to eoxer from Anj.;ora some iiatt 
miles. Moreoxer, (he sea frontier of 'Turkey i'^ exery- 
xvh.ere o])en to attacks. 

If, th«'n, the 'Turks are exerx’xvhere alloweil to make 
aUaeks.it must he tu'eonnteil f<.»r hy tlie fact that Knulaml 
ami Hn.ssiiv are lookin;^ upon the Tnrkisli theatre as a 
soeomlary theatre of xvar, and refrain frotn sending 
adoi|uato roinforeements. IMeanxxdiile, tho more tho 
world -xx’ar develops tho more clear it heeomos that the 
'Turkish theatre is of tho greatest importance, for a 


tleci.sive stroke in this theatre would alter the general 
situation in Kuropo, We would, therefore, like to believe 
that tho delay in sending reinforcements is purely 
temporary, and that our troops and tho.se of tho British 
are confined to thoir present task on account of tho 
adverse climatic coiidition.s in Me.sopotamia and Asia 
Minor. 

'The real situation in Persia is cloaked with darkness. 
We know definitely that Halil T'a-sha has left only a 
sereen at Kiit -el- Amara ami transferred his main force, 
no less than five divisions, to Khanikin. ... A fartlier 
a.dvane<‘ on Raghihid has beeome iiufiossiblo for Oeneral 
Banitoll’s army, both on aeeount of the adverse cHmutio 
conditions and on aeeoimt of tlie British army in JVlesoiJo- 
farnia having assumed a waiting aliitude. Earlier in 
f in- <l;iy, about the iniddk* of May, Hiilil I'asha ofioned 
an offen>,ix'o xvith three dixi-'ions and our troops retired 
farther and farther into the moiintain.s. W'e were 
inxariably sneee-,>.fnl from a tactical standpoint in all 
the reargnanl actions, but xv'o bad to retreat before tlio 
superior forei-s of the enemy. 

firsl (lt*fiiiite news of tlie advanee of 
<len(‘ral Vuflc*niteh wns issm*(l on duly 12, 
although th(^ new' movement itself ajipears 
to liave hegiin on the 2nd of the month. On 
the Kth a handful of Russian scouts ca])turcd 
a. h(‘ight on tin* HaiViurt road and took sciini? 
machint‘-guiis. The liulletin of the 12th 
speaks of “ appn'cialile ()rogress ” between 
tlie 2nd and I lu* 8th, ap])arently on the saint? 
road, with a enpture of I, HOB prison(*rs ami 
10 machine-guns. MMie 'Turks wert? stated 
to h(? in r(‘t petit, throwing tuvay arms and 
ammunition. I-ater on the .same day eanu? the 
iu‘ws that tiu' lo.ss t)f .Mamakhatun on tho 
Frzinjan road wtis ttv(‘!iged, tlu* place bt'ing 
retid\i*n by a.ssault. 'Tht? grt'at advanee on 
Fry.iiijtin and ( lumushkluim* w tis now' in full 
swing, and promist'd to la* as swift ami as 
irrt'sest ib!(‘ tis tluit on hkyerum tmd 'Trebi/.ond. 
MMif 'Turkish hulU'tins fa'gtin to talk of 
'* t'm'iny eounttu -at t acks w hi(*h w'ert* r(*puls(‘d 
Ihriiuglioul tilt* whoh* st*etor,'’ hul. tlu* inoNt*- 
nu'iits wt'pt* not (*ountt*r-tittacks and tlu*y 
wt*rt' not repulsed anywh(*n‘. It will ho 
remt'iuhert'd that- wt'st of Frzeriim the main 
road forks, om* braneh going nortli-east to 
( lumiishkhant', and tlu* f)tlier due west tt> 
Kr/j’njan. Ka-eli plaf*t' is disttint about a 
hundretl miles from Krzeruni. On th(? lAtli 
Hailmrt had ftilh'n, the 'IMirks retiring in. 
lu'adlong flight, destroying their stores and 
.setting fire to the town. 

On tlie TCrzinjan road the demoralization 
.st'cms to liave been (juite as great. The 
Kerbon (’ossaeks in their pursuit at one point 
surrounded a detaehment of tho 49th Infantry 
regiment, which promptly surrendered. The 
liaiil here consisted of an aide-de-camp, 29 
officers, and 232 men, with several machine- 
guns, tho regimental records, and stores and 
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ammunition. Tho ndvaneo from ^lush was 
at first equally successful, a whol<^ Ottoman 
division newly arrived from Kurope abandoning 
its etpiipmeiit and tcTits and retrt'ating fowanls 
Diarlxdvr. On th<‘ ITtli, the day after these* 
striking events, the Turkish hulled in, whiedi 
had already admitted lighting \\ it hunt any 
de^eisive^ sucee^ss for e*ithe‘r side*,” spedee* e>f 
“ eaieany attacks in large' masse's which we're* all 


the way fe>r a little tei Trehi/.onel, a fe'w mile*s 
ne>rth, hut with the' clearance' e)f this elistrict 
the' reaite' was e>pe‘n aiiel the> whe)le> elistrict of 
e)pe'nitions put inte» dire'ct e'onne'xion with 
the' se*ji ove*!' what \\ a.s de'se'i-ilx'el as “ the' he'st 
me*ta.lle‘el roa.d in Asiji Mineu*." Se) long as 
Itiissia re'taine'd (‘ommanel eif tin* Black Se‘a., 
the* posse‘ssie)n e)f this reeael anel e>f t lie' poid 
eit d're'hiztaid \\e)ulel e'norme)nsl\' s’mplily the* 



trust rate'd.” Kighi, an inipea tant jime-tieai 
of r;oae| and river h('twex*n Krziii jan and Oghniit, 
was take'll on Ihe^ IStli, anel a fe*w days late*!' 
Kelkiel, t<.) the north of Krzinjan, alse> came* 
into Russian hands. IMie' capt ure^ of Arf*rte*ke*h 
<|uickly fe)lle>we'el, anel le*ft the' road <*le*ar for 
the' final advance*. ^Te*anlime*, on tlie' Tre*})izonel 
road, ( lumushkhane? hael fedleiwe'd Haihiirl, 
and with th (3 occupation on July 22 of Arelasa, 
where* the route*! takes a sharp turn to the* 
north-e'ast in the elire*ction of Treliizonel, the* 
whole of the road from Rrzinjan was f>pe‘n. 
The'* high ground near the convent of Jcvizlik, 
where there was a mountain pass betwe*e*n 
<5,000 and 7,000 feet high, and where such 
severe fighting hod taken place on June 23-25 - 
leading to very conflicting bulletins— blocked 


t a-^k e»f maintaining he*!* ai*ml(*s in \\’e*ste*rn 
Asia. Minea*. 

From this time* forward e*\e'n the* 'Turkish 
hulle'tins eM*a.se' to speak of the* fighting in 
the* (’horok \'alli'y, w he*r(* sine*e* the* \'ery he*gin- 
ning of tin* campaign a. me)st intre*piel a.nd 
rcseairce'ful rc*sist anete* had hc(*n k(*pt up by a 
small 'Turkish feaiM'. Xo di'tails are* available* 
of the^ last sce.*Tie»s in this wemde'rfiil struggle*, 
hut eaico Baihurt and ( himushkhane* w'e*re* 
tak«*n the whe Jo valle*y was definite *ly “ ste^pped ” 
from tho west. The Turkistan troops who had 
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ojH'mtiiifj: oil f,ho Rnssuin wido iiiid 
Knidiially flniririi' tJio valley }iad conijdctod 
their tiisk when they r(‘a(;ln‘d Jhiiburt anil 
( hiiiHishkhaiH', although it is possible that 
souu^ ot Halid Itey’s fino fighters inadt.^ tlieir 
way to Jex'izlik and assisted in keeping up th(i 
rtMistanee at tliat point. After this we rt'afl 
(M)nstantly in the Kussinn bulh'tin.s of fre(|uenf 
fighting “ west of (.hnnuslikliane,” tJie Turks 
b(Mng tln^ assailants, indicating a vigorous 
and cTfeetive force still in Ix'ing in that cpiarti'i* 
and in the Kellvid vallc'y, whieli in some degre<‘ 
correspijiids to tiai Chorok va]l<*v, running 
west and ])arallel with the coast for aliout 2t)() 
miU*s.. ller(3 tlic? Russians appear again to 
have come to a halt, although along the eoast 
they continued to push westward st(*j) by 
step. On July 22 they w<'n* at Kol Mazar, 
20 mil(*s w(*st ot 'rrebizond, which pla.ee they 
c.irried by storm, capturing many prisoners 
,and a sacnnl greini flag, l^leii was next 
reached, and finally J'ireboli at the mouth of 
the Karshut riser. The point here aiinetl at 
was evidently Kerasun, from which post there 
w'tis a [)raet icablc3 road ovt*r the Ounibat 
rang(3 to Karahissar and IOndc*res, f lic po.s.ses- 
sion of wJiich would materially lielp in the 
fartlu'r advance westward from Rrzinjan to 
8ivas. 

The last striile on tin* road to Krzinjan lias 
still to be mentioned. With the Russians in 
possession of Mt*rtekli, almost within sight of 
the tow'll and the mountain passes to thi? 
north ami tlie south, there was nothing left 
for the Ihirks, following the example of Erzerum 
and 'rrebizond, but to beat a hasty retreat, 


which tiu'y di<L throw ing a.way rifles and packs 
in th(‘ utmost rlisorder. On .June 20 ^h.jdi>niieh, 
the cvt‘r-victorious, (‘iiterc'd Krzinjan. T1 k‘ 
town was jiractically undamaged, and as it was 
th(' hcafl(|uartcrs of an army corj)s, with 
(‘xtensive barracks and military factorii'.s, thi’- 
booty wiis v(*ry considerable. Tie* Kiissiaii 
l>ullt‘tin was }>rief : On Ttiesday detai'hmi'nts 

of the brave troops ('ommanded liy Oenercl 
^hldenite}l oeeiipied tlu" town of Krzinjan. thus 
<‘ompl(‘ting tho eompu'st of Armiuiia.” It was 
a message worthy- to rank w ith that of .Murat to 
\a[)oIeon afteu* his march across Clermany from 
.h*na to Liiheek : Sire, k* combat finit, faiilo 

dc I'ombatt ant s.” fn tlnve w’ceks ( Jcneral 
Viuk'nitch had carried the Russian front 7b 
miles to the east and had added two or threo 
thousand sipian' miles to his compiests. A w^ell- 
info?*m(*d w'i'it(.*r* exphi.ins th<‘ situation at this 
point ; 

Krzinjan (on tho l^lirat or VVo^tnrn Kuyihratos) was a. 
placo of groat military importaiico to tho Turks. Tt, and 
not Krzcruin, was tho hoailqnartors of tho Turki.sli 
troops ill tho north-oast orn part of thoir Kinpiro, hoin;.^ 
idioson probably for tho purposo as lying farther from tho 
frontier tlian the fortross. A glance at tho map will 
show that with Krzinjan and tho Trehizond Chaussoo 
(irmly in their hands tln^ Ftussians are secure from any 
serious menace to tlu»ir right flank for a long distance 
to tho wo.st. I'lio valley of tho l*hrat (Western Kuphrato.s ) 
is sopamtod from that of tho Murad (Kastorn Euphrates) 
by a range of almost impassable mountains from tho 
south of Krzorum to a }^oint farther wo.st than Krzinjan. 
These etfoclnally guard a force moving west from 
Krzeruin from any serious at taerk from tho .south. On 
tho m>rih, however, it is otherwise. On this side lay 
tho old Roman [irovinco of Rontns, formed of ridge after 
riflgo of mountains running generally from .south to 
north from tho valley of tho Phrat and, farther west, 
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of tlu> Kolkitl, »ln\vii ft) 1 ho HlacU Saai. Wlion tho tinif 
oomos tho inivtinco t>ii rath«*r lo>s thsiii I.'iU tiiil«*v; 

due west, ^^hen» tin* eliiiiale iu winter is imuh 
rigorous than on the high phUeans to which t he oper.itiiais 
iuive hitherto been eonlined, can l)e niuh'rljiken under 
much less lia/ardous and arduous conditions tlniu t*ur 
Ally encountered in the opening of tlu‘ cjunpiugn. 

At b'rzinjaii tlu' Riissiiin sui\ Jitice w as, as a.t 
Mush, I'inis, I>aihvirt, aiitl d’ri'hizoud, oit tin- 
sct'iir* of out' of tlu' most Iton’ihh* fontri's of 
Armenian massaeiv a.iul outrage. Krzinjan, in 
fact, a.c(t*d as tlu' clcai’ing-hous»* t)f tin' victims 
wht) \vt‘r<* l)i*ing (lri\ t'!i wt'st, as dhi'hizond did of 
those (irix't'ii north — the* clearing-house to 
death ! It will In' rememhert'd* how the eon- 
vergmg convoys pa.sse(l tlirough tin' dislriel 
along rojids flaitked frt>m one (*nd to tin* (vtln'C 
with tin' corpses of their ft'llowd 'hrist ians who 
had fallt'ii hy tht' way. At llaihurt tin' pro- 
cet'dings opi'iied with the hanging of tin* }>isln»p 
and s('\ en otln'i* Armeniati nofatiles and tht* 
brutal massaere of- man\' otin'rs. and tln*ii the 
“deportation ” began. 

ddu' ('Nt raordimiry h'aturt' of tin* fall of 
I'h'/injan was that the bulk of tin* d'urkish 
force's bast'd on that town tlid not retire 
wt'stward t.owa.rds Siva.s, as was t'xpt'ctotl. 
instt'ad, they s\\e[d s( ait h-t'ast wait! towartls 
laikt' Van, in the hope* of falling upon t he 
Russian left tla-nk oi* (»f cutting tin* lint' of 
eomniuniea,t ions ; and (‘V(‘nluall\ port ions (»f 
tln'st' d’urkish troops pt'uet ratc'el far into 
Tt'rsia. 'L’he cons(‘(|uenc(' was that in t he 
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south-east and the I'ast on tin' Kighi-OgJinut- 
HitlisAlosul line, tin' windiiig-up t)l tin* 
Arnn'iiian eam])aign proxt'd a much ^inort' 
pnilonged and eompheated busint'ss tlui!i 
in the Kr/.erum-'rrebi/.ond- bh’zin jan triangle, 
which hail been brt)Uglil to such a spt't'dy and 
triumphant conclusion by (It'iieral Vudi'iiitch. 
And tin' story has for tin' pn'si'nt te> bt' li'ft- 
inc<>mpli't t'. Kharput and I )i.rT'i)i'ki' w »'re mut*h 
bt'ttt'r situateil fca* tin' forua.nling of ri'inforci'- 
iin'iits fr«»m the Levant coast b\ tin* Alt'ppo- 
Nisibin ra.ilwa.y than Six a.s la* lOrzinjan, anti 
Irom this tjuarter the Russians xvei’e all 
along in st'rious diuigcr of attack on tln ir It'ft. 
tlank. In dulx' they oceupii'd Kighi as part 
of tln'ii- advanci' on lOr/injan, but, a.t Oghnut, 
•»0 miles off, tin* Tmks contimu'd to hold a 
strong anti mi*nacing posititai frtan xxhich, and 
from Diarbt'kr m tln^ south. Mush and liitlis 
wt'i'e under constant un*na.ce. 'riie dangi'i* 
zone, iialeed, i*\ti‘nded much farther t'asl and 
right u|> lt> anti a.crt)ss the IX'rsian front it'r, tin* 
(hsti’ict in whicli fii‘(|uent lighting had alreailx^ 
bt't'ii recordt'd. It is also nt't'essary to point, 
(Hit again thai tin* Rritish xvilhdraxNal in 
Mesopotamia., likt* that from the I )a.T’da nellt's, 
gri'atly incn*ased the tlifticult ies of tin* IRissian 
armies by n*lt‘asing Turkish t i*oops. Tin* in'st. 
acctainl of t In* (list rict is that giv(*nby tin* writ(*r 
in tin* \i(ir hUtsl fr*<mi whom wt' hax’t' airt'ady 

lott'd : 

Kroiu Ibatnudu/. uc^lujn'«k- (he count i‘\’ west ot' Luke 

III I .1 iiniH. lit liijh unit diflinilt inniint ain.'-, cros^^ctl 
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only by ron^l' traoks. I'his region is well known 
to the trav^eller, and has of recent years been retnirded 
with some interest as the headquarters of the tMuildean 
Christians; Init it is wild and rngg^al and iinsnite<! 
for the advance of large armies, 'I'hc first practicable 
puss is that at Bitlis, wliere a narrow arnl beantifni gorge, 
through which the Bitlis river flow's, leads down from 
the plateau to the plains. At its lower end the pass 
c-an be approached from either Jeziroh and Sairt to the 
south — approximately the route taken by Xenophon 
and the Ten Thousand — or from Itiarbekr to the south- 
west. The town of Bitlis lies at. the upper or not hern 
end of the pass, and it was necressary to guard against 
the risk of Turkish troops debouching from the pavs 
tin to the tablelanrl above. Kilty miles iiorlh-wcst of 
Bitli« lies the town of Mush, at. the farther end of a large 
plain once covered w'ith jirosperous Armenian ^ illages. 
Mush (Will ho reached from Diarbehr by dillicult Imt not 
impracticable routes, and 50 inile< farllu'r west the .Murad 
(Eastern Euphrat(;s) which flows through tlu'* plai'i 
north of Mush is crossed by the niairi route fmin I )iii.rhehr 
to Erxerurn via Oghiiut. No dinwl advance hy thi‘ 
valley of the Murad was to he haired, hut from I’alu 
and from Ivharpiit routes lead tb Kighi, some .*15 mile', 
w’est of Oghniit. 

It was along this lin«* lhat flu* 'Ftirks priqiannl 
and delivered a |)(^werfnl entint(‘r-st roke to tin* 
Russifiti advancf' on Krzinjan. The fighting 
on and across the* Persian front ic*r ina-y first In* 
<lealt with in a few words. < 5(*n(*ral IhiratofVs 
<lariiig and sneeessfnl advaiiet* front Hamadan 
to Kermanshah and l\asr-i-Shirin on May IB, 
10l(>, when^ lie eann* to a lialt iti jiresi'iiei* of a 
snp(*rior 'Furkish force tit Ivhanikin on tin* 
Haghdad road, luis bet‘n d(*serih<*d. It was 
from some point on this route thtit In* sent a 
sotnia of Cossacks on their splenditlly tnl ven- 
turous ride across the mountains to join touch 
with General Lake on the Tigris. Affer Kiit 
the Russians f(*ll hack, and in August tln*y were 
tit tacked by tin* "Furks at K(*riniinshah, and 
again at Haniiidtiii, whieJi pltiet* tin* Russians 
abandoned on August 11. Afterwards tin- 
'Fiirkish adva-net* si'cmed to liav<* (*xhaust(*d 
itself. Rulletins during the anlunin spoke 
from time to time* of fighting witli vnried 
fortuin*s in the Hamadan distriel, but with no 
marked result eitlier way. About tin* siiiin* 
time as tlie capture of J\asr-i-Shiriii, anotln-r 
Russian force erosse'd tln^ Persinn frontier 
200 milc^s fartln*!* north in the direetion of 
Rowandiiz, and I ht*re thr<*atoned the 'Furkish 
communications at Mosul, but notliing caiin* of 
thij? move, which might liave prove*d highly 
important in the e*ve*nt of the Knglish capture 
of Baghdad and an advance* fartlnT north. 
The Turks delive.*re*d a counter-stroke* from 
Mosul, and the Russians fe*!! back. 

Jt was to guard against surprises fre^m the* 
south as well as tej protect the Armf*iiians anel 
to divert Turkish troops from Raghelael that the 
left wing of the Grand Duke’s army made its 
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tine sw(»ep. inte> the* Lake \'an district at the 
b«*ginning e^f the^ campaign. It was entire'ly 
siie<*essful in its iniin(*diate* ol)ji-e*ts, but as tinn* 
wc'iit on and tin* "Furkish forc<\s incre*astMl tin* 
position in that ((iiart(*r became a ve*i'y pre*- 
clarions one. "Fhe Russians, howe*ve*r, r(*inaineHl 
practically nninoleste'd in South Armenia, till 
tin* gre‘at "Furkish <*onute*r-orf<*nsi\'«* was de’!- 
Iivi'r(*d towards tin* end of .Inly and tin* Ix'giii- 
ning of August. "Fht*re was olistinain anel 
sangiiiiuiiy llghling round Oghiuit and Kighi, 
and on .Vngnst II tin* Russians (*lainn*d to liave* 
e*apture‘fi a "Furkish position ne'iir ( Ighiiut and to 
have laki'ii guns and prisone*rs. "Fhre*!* days 
lat(*r I he\' made a fa.i-( ln*i* adv anee* and <-apture*d 
soiin* In'ights. Rnt the* gi*eat blow was be*ing 
(k‘!i\ered farthe*i- south, anil llu-n* weis an 
ominous ring in the two lines at I he end of the 
bulletin of the (>th, in w hie*h it was stale*d that 
“In the region of .M iish- Rit lis the eiii-my as- 
sumed the> eilTensiie, hut is b(*ing he*ld bae-k b\* 
our lire.” "Fin* "Furkish xersioii was lhat the'y 
had taken the Russian lirsi line* of e*ntre*ne*h- 
me*?its, eajiluririg two oni<*e»rs and 20 soldie»rs. 
A day later the* Russians stioke* of “ de‘S[)e‘rate 
assaults” on .Mush, anil on the' IHli the^y 
a.dmitle‘d that “ he*avy lighting” was prei- 
e*e'e*ehng ” in the* re'gion of Mush, Ritlis, Van. 
I’rmia, anel Sinneh, as well as belwe'e^n Ke*r- 
manshah a.nd llamaelan.” “ In the* re‘gion 
of Mush and Bitlis,” it was adek'd, ” we* fell 
hae-k uneler enemy pre*ssure* teiwarels tlie* 
north.” As a matter of fact, the* "Furks had 
retaken both Mush a.nel Rillis on tlie 8th, and 
on the Nth the Rus'-jians admitted the* loss 
of Hamadan, in IN‘r>ia, “ nnel<*r "Furkish 
jiressure.” 

After this the fighting till the (*nd of the 
month was ra.t her eonfusiMl, and the bulletins* 
eontaiiied very little informat ion. W'e hear of 
tierce hatties” west of l)iarbe‘kr, and on the^ 
same day, August 20, of Russian troops sue*e‘ess- 
fnlly c rossing the^ nearly inac*e.*e*ssible^ eOiain of 
high mount airis west of t he Rignol Dagh troojis 
apparently hast ening from Kr/.e-rum to the relief 
of t he sit uat ion north of Mush. "Fharikstf) this 
timely he*lp the Russians on August 21 re- 
ente*re‘d Mush, wliei-e they took some prisoners, 
hiit no de*tails of the* fighting wea-e* furnislie;d hy 
eithcT side*. Oii tlie* sameMiay, ” in I h(Mlir('e*,t ion 
of .Mosul,” iiiid ne*ar the* Pe-rsiari fr<Jiitie*r, the^y 
<ii>.persed ” the 4th "Fuikish Div’isioii, tejok 
j)risone*rs tlici whole of t he^ Hth Regimeait 
including tho commander, 50 e.)ftie*e*rs and 1,000 
rank and file-- also “ nearly all the re*mnants of 
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the 10th Hegiinent, witJi two staff oflicors and 
050 soldiers.” Th(^ Russians also elaimed to 
h(^ driving ha(‘k 'Fiirks in the direction of 
Oghnut, w'h(‘re th(*ir losses were very heavy. 
Kaik Pasha, eonnnander of the 2ikI Army Corps, 
was seriously wounded, and the eoininander of 
tlu* .‘10th Turkisli Division killed and the eoiii- 
mander of the 12th Division ^^^)unded. At 
Hit I is also tlie Russians werc^ attacking, so that 
})y the end of August the Purkish counter- 
strokt! might ))e regard(‘<l as luiving exhausted 
its(^lf. 

” Now that th<^ chief j)eril has l)een ex- 
hausted,” wrote a well-pla<*ed correspondent 
in Russia, ” tIuTe is no harm in admitting 
t hat at one tina* the situation had a.ssunu‘d 
a grave complexion. 'Phe "rureo-Cernian 
offensive was ably planned by the young 
(ilerman I\Tajor-(Ji*n(*ral (Jresmann, and was 
based mainly on a ra})id aflvaneo northwani 
from Mush and the rujdure of our centre east of 
h>zerum, whort^by it was intendi'd to form) the 


evacuation of that stronghold, hurl back our 
right wing on the Rlack Sea and our left on Lake 
Van. Simultaneously the Turkish right wing 
pursuofl the offensive on a wide front from V an 
to Rowanrhr/, apparently with the object of 
diverting a large ])ortion of our forces from 
Krzerum.’* Only at llitlis could the August 
count (^r-olTensive of the Turks be regarded as 
securing a definite advantage, the Russians 
havdng appan'utly had no immediate intention 
of att<'m|)t ing to drive them from t hat important 
pass. The Turks at Ritlis constit uted a menace 
to the Russians at Mush and in the whole 
Vhin district, as well as a very obvious barrier 
to any eomu'xioii between Krzerum and tjie 
Tigris valley at Mosul — a matter destined to 
assume im|)ortanee in the event of a rosiimp- 
lion of the British advance on Baghdad. It 
was obvious tfiat the first Russian move in a 
new campaign would bo directed to dislodging 
them and thereby securing a free gateway 
into the Mesopotamian ])lain. 
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F rom un (‘arly sta^yo it bi^ciiiiH' a coinmoii- 
plnoo to say of tht> war that it was an 
“ ongin(‘crs’ war.” Probably most ot 
tliose wlio ('inploycd the plirasc had in 
mind tlic fact that it was on its (‘nginccring 
worksho})S an(t mechanics that tlic country 
had to rely for a dii(‘ supply of guns and sh<‘lls ; 
but they would hav(‘ been equally justitied 
iiad they been thinking of the (>art played by 
meclianical traction in the transport <»1 men 
and material of every kind. 'The p'trol 
motor was, indeed, uVjiijuitous on lan<l ; aial 
the motor-orniiibuses moving largi? bodies of 
troops rapidly up to the points mIuti* they wiTe 
required, the heavy wagons delivering food aial 
ammunition to the mi'ii in the firing line, the 
\ ans of th(' light delivery tyiie carrying smaller 
loads, tht* arnbiilanci's removing the wounded 
to hospital, the armoured ears bringing anti- 
aircraft guns to b(‘ar on raiding Zeppelinj-., 
the “touring” cars conveying o/licers to tlieir 
duties, the motor bicycles of the scout and th(‘ 
ilispatcli rider, all alike relied on its power, 
not to mention motor kitchens, motor \vir(*less 
stations, travelling repair shoyis, mot or baiiterio- 
logical laboratories, and other miscellaneous 
applications. 

One of tlie surprises of the war was thi^ 
extent of the terrain over whicJi mechanical 
transport was employed. Whether in the 
Vol. X.— Part 125. 


plains of M(\s<>pota.mia. th«* nuigl<* of T'ust 
Africa, the di'si'rts of lOgypI, or the roadh'ss 
country north of Salonika, motor ambiilanct's, 
cars, \’ans, and lorries carried Mh‘ woiuuk'd 
and conveyed the stones and ainmiiniliim for 
the Armi(‘s. 'T(' this must he added the 
haulage of guns. 'Tiic majori(> of (In* sicgi* 
artillery hall cries wen* iia'cluiiucally dra.\vn, 
and the ingt‘nnil\' of the otlicc'rs rcsponsihle 
was taxed its utmost hy tin* cxigiaicii's 
of tlic situations with wliieh they found them- 
si lvcs confront (‘d. 

'Two outstanding t'Namj>les of the value <>f 
motor traT)s)M»r( may he givtui, although, 
striking as they are, lliey must rank as eoin- 
liaratively insignitieant. I)eside the a.ggrega,tc^ 
of the serviet‘S it reialend in ( he daily round 
of wa,rtar<‘. 'Tlie first is llie '•'taxifab ” army 
wliieh d ‘cideil the liattle of the Marne in 
Seplemla-r, P.Ml, w hen ( leneral .loffre hurried 
out his reserves from Paris in motor vehieles 
and drove tla* (Jermans from fla* gates ot the 
city hack upon the Aisiie, 'Tla* second is to he 
haiiid at \'(‘rdun. In the (‘urly days of that, 
mighty battle the Preneh, since tlM ir railways 
laid been destroyed, laid to (k'pi'nd solely on 
mot fir vf'hicles for supplying a cjuarter of a 
million m(*n witli food and ammunition. It 
vva.s said tliat by this means an entir(^ army 
corps was moved up in 10 laairs, and one town 
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A MOTOR LORRY AS TRACTOR. 
Krin)>ing up a howitzer on an improvised track. 


Offllial 


in llin rc'jir of llu* linos list'd to see o.UOO such 
vnliitdt's pass tlirou^li its strt'cts (‘\t‘i*v day, nr 
inon* than tlircc; every nijiinte. 

Altliou^Ii in t lie first, P>alUan \^’J^r a tew motor 
units had tx'en employc'd, and Italy liad used 
SOUK* li^ht lorries in hei* Trijioli eninpaigiu 
fh(*(h*eat W ill* wa^ tlie first in which nu'chanieal 
fninsptu’t was t>f any eonsetjuence. (n flit* 
lad war in which (heat IJrilnin liad lu't'ii 
t‘n^'a.;;c<l that in S«Mith Africa -a ft'w stt'ain 
fiMctoi’s had bet'll ti’it'd without any ^reat 
siK'cess. hut file petrol \(*hicl<‘ w tis out of flit' 
cpiestion. as it ha.d Ix'en “ t'mancipat t'd ” only 
three years when host ilit it's ht'gan, and hatl not 
l•ea.ch(‘d a staee of development at w hich it laid 
the It'Ji't chance of standing up a^^ainst the 


rough usage of tlie fU'ld. Yet evi'ii at tliat periled 
a. rh'rman othci'r, Lii'utenantd'olonel Otfried 
Layriz, realizing that flic defici<*ne\' in means 
<»f trans|)ort had Ix'en one' (»f tJa* difficulties 
the (h'rmans had (‘iH'ountc'ri’d in ISTd, foresaw 
the adoption of meelianical traction on an 
extensi\'<‘ scale', not only foj* carrying foot! 1«> 
armii's so large as not to Ix' a))li* to live on th(‘ 
(MMintry, hut also for hringing up the* he'a\'v 
guns re‘(|uire‘d to ove'ie-ome' the' front ie'i* fe>rt< 
whie'h liarre'd the* wav to a lapiel ael\ aiice* intev 
I lu* te'rritorie's of n<*ighhf ai?*fng Steite's. A few 
ye*a,rs late'r llie gr«*at I'hirope'an nations wen* 
1a.king me'asure's te) e*nsure* the'inse'lves a supply 
of nudor ve*hie*l<*s for use in the* e've'nt of war. 
For e'ju'h aiiny to maintain as ])aii ot its e'stal)- 
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li^hniont tho Uirgo iiumlu'i* of veliirh's t!iat 
would be reciiiired was soi'ii to bo iinpiwtk-abU*. 
and, rtcoordingly, arrangoments woro 
wiiercby the vehicles — or a projiordoii of them 
— ordinarily employed by private nst'rs should 
bo available for th(5 purpose. To this <'ih 1 
s\i!>sidy schemes were adopted by (Ireat Hritain, 
iM-ance, and (ierinany, the prineiph' Ining to 
pay an annual sul>vention to owners wlios<- 
v ehicles, held at tlie dis[)osal of the ( iovt'rninenl 
ill i-ase of not'd, were of iiu approved typt‘ anti 
wort* found on [X'riodit*.) ! inspt'ction to be 
mainttiint'd in proper (condition. It ma\' be 


petrol Itirrit's and otluT vt'hieles wt‘iv iniroduet'd 
into the military organization. 'Tht' tpiestioii of 
standardi/.at ion naturally arost', sinet* tht* 
diflieult it's of <l<‘aling with a helt'rogt'jit'ous 
collt'ction of vt'liielt's t)f diHen'nt dt'sign and 
eonstruetjou W(*rt' t)b\ ions, and in MM I the 
Meehanical Trans[)ort C’oinmittt't' took up tlu' 
matti'r vigoi-ouslv in coniu'xioii with tia* sulisidy 
selu'iiu*. 

tdt imatt'lv' two tvpt's of lorr\ \\t‘r(' sttlletl 
uptm, one earrv ing a lU't load of :> tons, and 
Iht' other one of LI ton. As these loetls 
exelutlt'd I hi' weight not only •►f Iht' body. 



NATIONAL MOTOR VOLUNTKKRS. 


Inspection of cars by (fcncral Sir 

not I'd tliat* ( Jreat Tlrita.in was a,ble to arrange 
this subsidy on tlie lowest, tt'nns, Framte 
eoniing ni'xt in this respect, ami < Jermany 
ftdiowdng third. 

In Ori'at llritaiii a j)t*rmajienl Mechanical 
Transport Lommift(*e was formed at the War 
Onice soon after tlie end of the South Afrieaii 
War. The first nu'ehanieal transport company 
was est ablislied at ('hathain, wlienee its head- 
ipiarters were removed to Aldershot in PMM. 
At first attention was devnfi'd to .steam tractor-;, 
but ultimatf'Iy thesi' were' discarded in fa vour of 
vehicles drivi'n by pet rol engines bccatise of the 
undue visi\)iUty of the exliaust steam in i*ertaiii 
conditions of tlie armosphi'rt' and Ix'eaii-^e of 
th'Mr need for freipient repli'in’shmerit of tlieir 
supplies of water. ( Irailually the Army. liko 
the rest of the world, took to motor-cars, and 


L'rancis Lloyd at Wellin^tini Rarracks. 

hut also of the men on tlie dr’ivei*'s seat, with 
t lii'ir kit, tools, and spaie petrol, the \ ebieles 
iK'arly <*orresj>onde(l to the four- and two-ton 
lorries of commerce, and, in faitt, their total 
weight laden was about 71 tons in tlie om* ea-se 
and .■> tons In t/ie other. St andai’dizat ion w as 
iiisisti'd upon, so fai* as possible, not onl\' as 
concerns tiu' controls, such as the position ami 
throw of thi'- clutch and brake pedals, hut also 
ill regard to details of const met ion, such as the 
posit ion <»f I III' radiator and I he prov'ision of hall 
bearings and grease cuf>s. d'ransmission of tlie 
power of the I'ligine to the driving w bei'ls by 
(’bains was barred, the h\'e axle .system willi 
propeller shaft being rerpiin'd ; and it was 
stipulated t hat all moving parts should be 
adi'tpiately protected from dust, and that llio 
vehicles should be able to pass through water a 
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foot deep without danger of hto[)piiig owing to 
the splashing of water in)on their ignition 
systeins. 

Kor the heavier vohiek's the jnaxiinuin road 
spec^d was t o rea<!h 10 miles an hour, and for the 
ligliter 18 miles ; thf‘y were to he ahle to elimh 
a gradient of 1 in 0 fully loaded, and tlu ir petrol 
consumption was not to (^xeecd I gallon per 40 
gross ton-miles. The duimeter s(‘le<;te<l for the 
road w heels, wdiioh were to he of steel, not wood, 
w'as larger than was usual in ordinary eom- 
niereial vehicles -1,050 mm. for the heavier 
type arid 1,0.‘10 mm. for tlu' lighter -the object 


inclusion of \*ehieles whieli did not fully attain 
to the standard laid dowm. In nddition, oflicers 
were stationed in various parts of the country 
to take note c)f such suitable vehicles as wen* 
introduced into their resjiective districts, and 
by this means lists were compiled of the vehicle?^ 
that were available in case of emergency. Th • 
drivers w(Te enlisted in a Special Reserv(% an<l 
this arrangement, while it could not alway.'- 
en.sure that a particular driv^er accompanied the 
vehicle to which he was accustomed, in many 
eases had that result. Rians were also drawn up 
for allocating the vehi<*los, whi*ther subsidized 
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bt'ing to take*, advantage of the fa<*t that large 
whei'U tend to n'duce the tractive effort 
reejuired for i)ropulsiuu, while l<*sscniiig shoek 
and vibrat ion. Rublier tire.s wen- re([uir<*d, for 
although steel tires are eheaptu* ami Iasi longer, 
their whole w idth dof's not come down evfnly on 
an uneven road surfa<*e ; this i)uls t'xee.ssive 
strain on thi* axles, and ^-Iso is apt to )»o 
destructive to the roads. t 

It W’as realized tliat w ith st rii't •adherence to 
these conditions it would not be possible cpiickiy 
to ensure a sulTuaent supply of vehicles, and an 
auxiliary and temporary sulisidy sclienu* was 
instit utod which, with eorrt‘sponding reductipiis 
in the amount of the subvention, i)ernntted the 


or Jiierely listtsl. to units of the Kxpislit ionary 
Koreo on mobilization. Down to tla^ outbreak 
of war this work was carried out })y the Trans- 
port Branch, under the I^irector of Tran.sj)ort 
anil Movements in the Quarteriluister-Gene^raTs 
De|)artmt‘ut of the War Otlice, but in August, 
11)14, tluTC was a rearrangtanont, and it w-a-i 
transferred to the newly constituted Mechanieal 
Transport Braneh. under the Director of 
Supplies and Transport. 'J4us branch was 
taitrusted with everything eonueeU'd with 
mechanical transport, except that siipjjlies r)f 
petrol were obtained through another braneh, 
and lubricating oil and grease througli the 
Director of Kquipment and Ordnance Stores, 
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IJrigadier-CJleneral A. H. Crtiftoii Atkins* siu*- 
ceedod Major-( Jenera! S. S. Long* as Dirortor 
of Supplifvs and Transj)oi*t in Mari'ti, and 

tlio Assistant Dirortor at the head t)f the 
Mechanical Transport l:5ranch was Lieut. - 
<.\)loneI H. X. Foster, who laid betMi associated 
witli tlie subsidy st'heine since its inccptit)n. 

When war was declared tlie subsidiz(*<t 
vehicles and tiieir-drivt^rs wert' mobilized first, 
and tlien, since tlieir num))('rs w(M'(‘ insuflicienf 
to meet the n(‘(»ds of the Fxpt*dit ionary Force, 
the balance wa.s obtCviTU'd by tin* imi>r(‘ssiuenf 
of the vehick's tluit had bc'eji j)n^vioiisl\' listcMl 
and of as many more a.s were* n'<|uii-ed. 'Jdius 
it was that in the earl\' days at tin* front- the 
familiar red oninibust‘s of th(‘ L(mdon stretds 
wer(‘ to b(' s(‘en mirigknl with the bright 1\ 
painted va!is of wcdl-known cHamnercaal firms 
and thc‘ moto?‘ chars -a -bancs wliich laid formerl\' 
miiiisti'rc' I to the pleasure of trippers at 
favouriU* stNi-sitle resorts, though la.ter the 
brillia.nt c )lours gave plac(‘ to khaki or dull 
)>a.ttreship grtw, at onc(‘ mor<‘ servic(*able and 
l(\ss t5onsj)icia)us. Drixers ^^(‘r(‘. obtaiia'd by 
asking tin? civilians in charg(' of the impressed 
vehicles a-; th<*y arrived at the port of embarca- 
tion to enlist and accompany the. units ovt;rseas, 
and ollictTs, especially thos<‘ of w hom an oxpt'rt 
knowlc'dge of* motor ma-chinery was r<H]uired, 

♦ Portraits of ihoso utli(*ors a[jp«?a.rod in vol. iv, p. 2130. 
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LIEUT.-GOLONEL H. N. FOSTER, 

Assistant Director of the Mechanical Transport 
Branch. 

by grant itig commissions lo ci\ ilian motor- 
engineers. 

J3ut while I h(' imnu'diate recjuirenu'iits of 
the FxjH'dilionary h'orct* were thus satisfied, 
it was ne(u‘ssa.ry to look forward to the future, 
when there would la* ijnmc‘n!“<*l,v largc'r fore(‘S 
in the fit' Id, and f o arramgi* nol oiil\ for nhf aining 
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A CATERPILLAR TRACTOR MOVING HEAVY GUNS. 


[Cauadjan War Ric -ids. 


iiK’iviiMod iiuinb(*rs of vehicles, hut also 
for rocoivinf.^ tlicin, dispatfhin^ tlirm, sup 2 >lyin ^4 
tlu'in with tools, sparo |)arts and ac(*ossorios, 
maintaining tluMii in running condition, and 
carrying out r(*pairs. The first step was t o retpiisi- 
tion the whole outf)ut ot‘ such British makers 
as w<*ro considered ahh* to [iroduce suitable* 
maclhnes, and here it must lx* remeinlM'red that 
a miniber of tliese nt'n* already turning out 
subsidy models, while* others w<*re making a 
nexir approach to so doing. Of coTirse*, it was 
n<*ci*ssary to [)i*rmit some eleviation from tlie 
sta.ndard patte*rns, but aide*d by this relaxation 
the factories res])Oiuled well, and their efforts 
resultenl in a very substantial weekly output, 
which grew larger as time went on. i3ut 
although, owing to her greater elevelopment 
of tlu^ use? of motor traction for ceniunercial 
purposes, (In'at Th’itain was ])rol)ably in a 
1 letter position for prtuluetion, at. least so far as 
heavy vehicles even? concerned, titan any other 
belligerent, tht* demand was still ahead of the 
supiily, and it was itt'cessary to pla(*e orders in 
America. This, though unavoidable, was 
regret tabl(\ if only for the reason that each 
iu*w make introduced meant an iiK-rease in tlie 
c()mplf*xity of the organization for the supply 
of spare parts. The task of those responsible 
for mechanical transiiort in the Army would 
have been (*normously simplified had it been 
possible to have one standard model for every 


class of juotor v(‘hicl(*, to which every vi*hicle 
in ea<‘h class should conform absolutely in 
every particular. 

The output ill (treat Ih'itain was facilitated 
and acceleratc'd liv^ the efTorts of the staffs of 
inspectors stationed in the diflerent districts 
in which the vt*hick*s were manufactured. Tn 
atldition tf> tlieir dutj^ of insjiecting tin? machine's 
in courst* of production and on i;ompletion, 
these othetTs helpt*d the makers to obtain new' 
mat(‘rials and component parts, th(? absence 
of which was delaying the progrt^ss of the work. 
Jf, for example, a firm in district A gave? notice 
that it was not getting delivery of material 
promised by a contra(?tor in district the 
inspector attached to the latter district was 
informed, and at once took action with the 
object of ascertaining and removing the cause 
of delay. Possibly he found that the contrac- 
tor could guarantee dcliv<*ry by a certain date ; 
in that case the manufacturer wnxs so informed, 
and in the light f>f this definite knowledge was 
often abU? to arrange his w ork in such a w ay as 
to prevent, his men from statuling idle or not 
working to their full capacity. Information 
wt^s also obtainecl which enabled labour to bo 
distributed to tlx* best advantage, a surplus at 
one factory being used to make up a deficiency 
at another. 

For the first year of the war the main depot 
for the reception of the vehicles as they came 
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from the makers was in South London, but as 
the accommodation there soon provt^d in- 
sufficient, a trac.t of land which in pre-war days 
liad served for the display of animal transport 
in the shape of racohorst^s was secured for tlii' 
purpose of moclianical t ransj3ort in tlie western 
outskirts of the city. A great deal of work had 
to be done undi^r rather difbeult conditions to 
fit it for its new uses. The wcT grass land 
was so slijjjiery that the lieavy vehicles could 
not grip it with their w1i<m*1s, and in t lit' rainy 
weather which prevaik’d the area beeanu' a 
muddy morass out of which they had to be 
hauled liy teams <»f “ four-whc(‘ls drive*” 

tractors or by caterpillars. ()m‘ of the first 
tasks of the' Army Se‘rvic<‘ Corps on taking 
posse'ssion e_>f the ground in Octohe'r, Ihlo, was 
to proviele ivasonably firm are'as for parking 
purposes, and with the' aid of aslu's procuri'el 
loc'ally the' lorrie's and mc'ii of the Lorjis 
e|uiekty obtaine'd a. sat isfact e)rv re'sult. A 
ce)nside*rablc mileage* ejf roa.els e»f acee'ss liad 
alse) te) be' made'. 'J’he* various builelings of 
tJi(-' raere'e'eairse we*re' all turne'd to goexl aee'ount 
in ])re)viding for the' a.e*e*omme>ela.tie)n e>f the* 
small army of nieai who hael te> make^ tlu'ir 
temporary home> tlie're*. 'Jlie- Kewal hine*he*e)n 
rejemi forme'd an aelmirable' e)fhe*eM‘s' me'ss ; eme* 
e)f the' ])ublic re*fre'shme‘nt rexaus seTve'd as a 
dining hall in whie*h all the' me'ii at the ele'[)e'‘)t 


could be serve>el with me'als in the? space e)f an 
hour, the ceieiking being eleme on gas steive's ; 
the stabk's, su])]>leme'nted with huts, preivieled 
sleeping acceanmeielat ieai ; one* e»f t he jaiblie 
stanels was ('e)nve*rt i*el inte) a store? fe)r ae?e?esse)rie*s. 
The* e-eive're'd ways leaeling freau the* railway 
station we're* founel fee be' e»f just the* right wielth 
te» she'Uer se*e)re\s e>f ve*hie‘les, nnel, in aeldition, 
the* eeflie'er e’ommaneling, Major T. K. I*. M arren, 
with the assistane'e* e_)f the* Tbiyal hhigine*e*rs, 
e*re‘cte*d with unskilk'd labeiur aleene* le)ng k'ligths 
e>f slu'ds with e*e)rruga.t('el irein reieifing, su|>pe»rte*d 
by stf'e'l t'e'lumns e'ml>e*dele'd in e'e>ne're*t e*. A 
stable* wa.s t ransfe>rme*d intei a we)rkshe>p for 
e*a.rrving eeut. the? running repairs e»n the* nmte)!* 
leurie's re'epiire'el fe)r wJiat may be* e*alk'el elemu'stie! 
purpe>se's, anel the* e'le*e*frie* pe»\\<*r fe)r elriving the* 
texils in it w'as obt nine'el by e*e)\ipling t e» a elyname) 
the* e'ligine* fe>i‘me‘rly e'lnplewe'el feu* pumping 
wale*!* upon the* eeairse*. .I^\>r the* a.muse*me'nt 
anei re‘e*re'a.t ie >n e)f the* me*n in theii* le*isure' 
heeurs fhe're' \\e*re* I'e'ading aiiel hilliurd roeuns, 
a.s we'll as fa.e*ilit ie's feu* e*ricke*t, foeahall, lawn 
fe'imis anel be)a.ting, a,nel a. \'e*ry e*i*e*dif able* 
illust ra.(e*el maga/.ine* ek*aling with the* e*eu*j)e)nite* 
life* e)f the* p|ju*e* w eis pu}>lishe'd nmnthl^N'. 

Apn.i't freun e-at e'rpillars anei ” tanks,” all 
the* me>fe)r ve'hi<*le*s eef wluite*\e'r class use'el by 
the* llrilish l''e)re*e*s passe'el thre>ugh this de'pe'it, 
a.nel on occasion it e‘e)nl aine'el u.s nuiny as It.tMX) 
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v<*hK*les. On arrival from the makers new 
v<^iiieles were registt^red, and their jiurt ieiilars 
afterwartls entered in a card ind(*x witli a 
separat*? eard for eaeh ; these' eards, being 
written up frorix time to tiiTie*, f'na}>l<‘d the 
whole history of any particular vehicle to be 
ascertained immediale^ly <lo\\n to the time wli<*n 
it w'as sent on acti\’e* servieu'. The sana* 
])re>cedure^ w as ff>llow<‘d in re'gard to tlxe re-issne 
ol' old vtihieles which Jiad beeai damag(‘<l in 
France or t'lsewla're', and returned to Fngland 
f<;r repaiT’. 'TIjc prothicls of Tlritish n)iikcrs 


rea<*hi‘(l the dc'pot- ceanpU'te* with bodies, but 
those' trom Amc'rica wi're in tlie fonn f)f ])ar<.‘ 
chassis, and thus ('utailed an (*xtra amount of 
work, since t ht'v hatl to hi* se'ut i!wa\' to coa.cli- 
builders to receive* their bodie's, and then 
clu'cke'd in a^ain. It was the* functitm of tlu* 
depict te) e'ephp tlie* \ e'liicle's, a'*i*ording to tixe'd 
schedule's, with tarpaulins, lamps aiul other 
acce*ss<»rie*s, readN' tor the* reead. and at any time' 
the'fe' might he* see*ii in <htTe're*nt ])arts of the' 
jiround rows of le»rrii'>, la cwt. vans, touring 
cars, and ambulances stemding in a condition to 
lie dispatclied at a minut('’s neitice, witli their 
petrexl and oil tanks full and twen their radiat9rs 
charged wdth an anti-fr€'ezing licpiid. The 


American vqhicles were parked in a separate 
area by themselves, and there one could fxass 
akirig an axemue exactly a mile^ with ranks 

of lorries and chassis on either side. 

The? supply and training of the i^iorsonnel 
was another important probk'iu that had to be 
solved. In the earlier days men whose zeal 
outran their attainments occasionally found 
their way into the ranks of the drivers, wdth 
results that wert^ bad for lamp-posts and evi'ii 
buildings; but tht* ('inploymeiit of incomrietent 
men eamo to an (‘iid wJa'n a large depot was 


<*sl ablislie'd in the sontli-casi of London with 
ampk' faeilitic's for the tc'chnieal and military 
instruc'tion of ])«)t)i oflic'ers and mc'ii, and 
wdic'n the passing of strict t(‘sts was insist (d 
upon as an t'sseiitial ])ri'liminary to at^tive sc'r- 
x'iei'. '^riie (|ui'stion of military training for 
meeha.nic'al transjiort drivi'rs and -meelianies 
was at- one limt* rather a vexed one, and it 
was argued tliat siieh men ni'ed not be trained 
ns soldiers, t>r even armed. It was <lc‘cidcd, 
however, that at least- the rndiinents of 
military training and <lisciplino were a neces- 
sity, and these w'ere imparted at this depot. 
The technical instruction given there was 
not designed for utter novices, but, on the 
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olhor Iiand, the .Mechanical 'IVansport Section 
had to take many reeniits wiio were iiinoei'iit 
of the most el(‘m('ntary knowledjjje of motor 
vehicles. For the benefit of those* a subsieliar\ 
d(^p6t or school was ('sta.blished in tin* west of 
London, and there they wen^ tau^jjht driving, 
largely by a statf i)rovided by the Lotuhui 
(General Omnibus Company. As jiiany as 
l,.)00 or 2,000 men w(*ro under instruction 
therc^ simultaneously. 

When motor vel>icl(‘s had to be disi)atched 
from Kngland, whethea* as part of the origiiuil 


mattf'r as it may look af lirst sight. T*h»‘y 
started at definite* tlisla.nee's i;|)art, iind tlu ir 
spei'd was suppose'd to be strictly limiteO. 
Ihit the* leaders, with a e*l('ar roa.d, we'n* ant 
to push on ratli(*r texe ({uiekly, and tlu'ii 
a. slight mishap to, say. the* t u enf i(*t h, might 
tlelay those behind it for a U‘w nimutes. \Vh( n 
the* journey was ri'sume'd. it only r(‘<(uin'd turn- 
ing t o t la* lei t -hand instee.d of t he right at a foi’k 
in tlu* n)ad to throw the whole* format ie)n 
inte) eemfusie)!!, aod by the* time* an (*\cite d 
me)tor bicyclist se'nt ba.e*k fre)jn the* hi'cal e)f 



A TRAVRLLINfJ KHPAIR-SHOl*. 


transport eciuii)ment <ji' a fighting unit, or as 
“spares” to replace casualties, the n(‘<*<*ssary 
men wen* drawn from the tr.iining d(*pof, 
and sent to the r(*ce|)tion depot w he*re the*y 
joined their lorries or cars or ambulances, as 
the case might be. They then drove te> 
main mobilization depot, whence after another 
inspection to see that the ef|uipment of the 
vehicles was coni|)lete in every detail, they 
passed on to the ])ort of embarcation as the 
officer commanding the im'chanical transport 
depot there gave notice that he had ships 
available to take them to their destinations 
oversea ri. The convoying of a largt^ batch 
of heavy lorries — say, 100 -is not so (*a.sy a 


the column had j*(‘t ri(*\ <*(l lho.se lliat had gone 
astray, tln*re might ejisily ]n' a gap of 10 
inil(*s l)etw e(*!» th(* I wo s(‘e1ions. 

Ihit th(* task r»f obtaining complete vi'hieles 
a!ul forwarding tlu*m to llu^ jioints where they 
w<*re recjuirt'd was simple in eomtiarison with 
that, of maintaining th<*m in miming order and 
providing for th(*ir repair in the inevitable ease 
of injury or serions breakdown. The individual 
parts composing a motor v(*hiclt^ art^ to be 
mimbi*rcd by 1 h(* thousand in one car used, 
then* were* about 0,0 ) > and tlu^ men* ((uantity 
r(*(|iiir('d in view of the t(*ns of thousaiuls 
of vehicl(*s employed by our forces on th(^ 
\'.vi<ms fronts would liaxo formed an imfiosing 
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total, even if all the cars had been of the same 
typo, turned out by the same factory. But 
so far from tliis being the case, there were many 
classes of veliicle serving different jjurposes, 
and of each class there were many different. 
vari<*< ies and models produced by many different 
factories. Now, though there are many fittings 
that are common to practically all cars, and 
some of the parts may b(> interehangc'able 
})etween all the models imide by one factory, 
the probability that a particular piece of, say, 
tlie engine of one mak(^r\s car can be substituted 


in the event of faulty or inadequate description ; 
and constant watchfulness was needed to see 
that the stock of any particular piece did not 
run out — even to the extent of requiring a 
maker whose vehicles were no longer accepted 
to continue the inanufacturo of spare parts to 
meet the requirements of those he had previously 
supplied. 

The organization for the supply of accessories 
and spare parts had its headquarters in London, 
and occupied four large stores, in addition lo 
ofbees for the extensiv^e clerical staff required 



FRENCH VICTUALLING CONVOY. 


for a piecH' bearing the same name and perform- 
ing the same function in anotlu'r maker’s engine 
is sonu'what reinoti'. and certainly cannot be 
accepted without cart'ful inquiry in any system 
aiming at certainty of results. Hence dupli- 
cate parts had to be ])rovided, not only in 
quantities commensurate with the number of 
cars in service, but Jilso in variety corresponding 
to the multiplicity of their types, sizes, and 
makers. HN'en this was not the end of the 
problem. The various aiccessories and parts 
had to be so stored that each cd th<Mu could bo 
found easily and surely ; prc'cautions had to 
be taken to ensure that the part asked f(^r was 
actually supplied and to establish its identity 


to deal with Uie issue of material and the plaeiiig 
of orders with man\ifaclurers ; the latU r 
function was at first carried out directly, but 
later through the intermediary of the Ministry 
of ^lunitions. Three of tliese stores wert* 
devoted to accessories and spare parts, and 
the fourth to tires. K very where there was 
onierly and methodical aiTangement. In the 
spare parts store', for example, the pieces, 
varying from a small pin or screw up to a com- 
plete engine unit, were grouped under the names 
of the makers of the vehicles, and placed, with 
the ex(?eption of the heaviest and largest, in 
stacks of bins, all numbered and labelled. The 
bins were made of wood, with steel supports. 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


291 


and tho partitions wore removable, so that the* 
size of each box could be varied to suit the 
article it had to contain. The construction was 
as cheap as possible, but at the same time 
perfectly serviceable. Inwards goods were 
unloaded at the ground level and distributed to 
the different floors by a lift, and when f lu‘y had 
to be sent away the ])rocess was reversed, the 
loading bank to which they were brought being 
on tho opposite side of the building. The con- 
tents of the cases in which the parts arriv(‘d 
were carefully compared with the lists enclosed 
with them, and the need for this pri'caut-ion is 
evident from the fact that there were discrepan- 
cies in about' 40 p(*r cent, of those coining from 
one source which need not be particularizi d. 
The staff had access by one entranci* only to the 
different floors on which stores were kept, and 
t#iis was guarded by a storekcH'pi'r who could 
thus turn a watchful eye on (heir comings ami 
goings and detect any unauthorizc'd removal of 
material. A card index enabled tla* state of 
(he stock of any ])art to be asc(*rtahi(Ml in a 
inoim*nt. There was a card for evi'ry part, mid 
these' cards, arranged und(‘r the name's of tlu* 
makers of the cars, showc'd the* date's and mim- 
bers of the jiarts re'ce'ived and similarly t he' elate's 
and numbers of the withdrawals, the diffeTe'nce* 
re'presemting the^ numbe'r in hand. Anothe'r 
entry showeel (he* numbe'r eiii e.)rde*r and the* date* 
when the order was plact'd. 

]..arge, howe*ver, ^as were the numlx'rs eif 
articles tei be st'cn in tlie* store's sparking jihigs 
alone, fejr exampk', might run inte) the himelre'd 
thousand- the^y did neit repre'se'nt the' full total 
dealt with. The Home' De'pe'it was ne>t, physi- 
cally, a clearing hemse thremgh which ])asse»d all 
tho motor accessories and parts rcepiire'd by (he* 
British forces a(. hejine and abroad. The* 
authorities in charge ejf it had ne) desire* io atld te> 
the congestion of the railways or e'lic.umber the* 
roads — and incidentally bring themse*lves inte> 
disrepute owing to delays in delive'ry — by 
insisting t hat article's made*, say, in Birmingham 
and required in Seiuth W'ales sheiuld travel by 
way of London ; and accordingly mue*h inatcriiil 
was sent direct from the ]>re)duc('rs to the^ use*rs 
Of to the port of shipment, the Home Dcfuit 
directing its movements without eve*r actually 
handling it. Many reepiisites for American le>rri(*s, 
for example, were storetl at the peirt iit which 
they were landed and dist ributed thence* straight 
to the places where tlu'y wore require'd. Therf' 
was another method by which the amount of 
material actually handled in Londeui was 


reduced, or by which at least space was fre'od 
for dealing with articles whi(*h it was ne'ce'ssary 
te) store' in London, (iradually the* syst(*m prac- 
tised, feir instance', by the' Host Oflii'o, of 

Steires at Make*rs ’ was intreiduee'd, according 
to whit'h the sto(*ks of spare parts, themgh the 
property eif the ( Jeivernment, were ae*tually kejit 
by the maniifact urt'rs. 'riie* Home De'peit was 
always infeirme'd eif the' amount and cluiraeter 
e»f the' mate'rial thus he'ld, and could draw on il 
at. will e^r dire'ct it te> be se'n( whe're' re'epiire'el. 
To be*gin witli, (he store* in Londein he*lel spare* 
parts fen* all the ve‘hi(‘le*s in use', be)tJi Bri(ish 
anei Ame'riean, but by aeleipting (he ‘‘ St e ire's at 
Make'rs " syste'in ten* the* British parts i(. feiunel 
reieim tei nuM't the* ine're'ast'd re‘e|uire*me'nts in 
re'spe'ct eif Ame*ri(‘<in par(s, the s(e)e*k eif whie*h 
was, eif e*e)urse', meire* eli(1ie*ult tei maintain prei- 
pe'rly, owing to the* une‘e*rtainty eif the* eict'an 
e*reissing. 

If (he store's eif ace*e'ssorie*s a.nd parts were* 
striking em ae*e*ount of the* e*eimple*xit eif the*ir 
e*ein(e*nts, the* tire* store* was impre*ssive* ratlie'r 
by re*asein of its magnitude', for eine tire* leieiks 
pre'tty mue*h like* anothe'r, a.nel thus tlie* e'le*me*nt 
eif varie ty w as seime w hat lae*king. IMae ed 
e'litire ly uiide'rgrenmd, it ceive rcd an are*a eif 
ae*re‘s, anel was elivieieel intei bleicks like* an 
Ame*rie*an e ity by me ans eif numbere'd ave'iuu's 
anel creiss stre'e'ts. It was be*autifully cle'an 
anei brilliantly lighte*el by e'le'ctricity in beith 
eif whie*h partie ulars its e*einditiein was eliffe're*nt 
treim w hell it w as w he'ii, be*fe>re* it was take*n eive'r, 
it weis use'el jis a be*e‘r steire*. It e'eintaine*d e*v*e*rv’' 
seirt 4ind size* eif tire* use'el by the* British Army - 
seilids pile'el heirizeintally, pne*umatie*s steineling 
ve*rtie*eiily, einel eiute*r euive'rs hanging em reierks. 
llie* bleie;ks affe)rele*el an e*asy means of leicating 
ge*eigraphie*ti]ly the* stewks eif e'ach make and size, 
anel the*ir conte*nts we'rei all care'fully numbere'el 
einel de*sc.ribe'd. Kailweiy sidings ein the* surfeie*e‘ 
aleiiig e*ae*h siele^ emabled (he* tire's tei be re'eidily 
ele'live*re'd anel elispjit erhe'el. Kach of them, neit 
me*re'ly eine* eiut eif a batch, was inelividually 
te*ste*el ein re;ce*ptiein (ei se'c that it was neit 
ele*fe*e*tive* in any way, and any chane'e* eif 
deteTioratiein through long stejrage was avoide*d 
by a systx'in w he*reby the? ( irt?s in steick we'ro 
si*nt away in re*gular reitatiem acetording te.i age*. 
Tire'S wear quickly e'neiugh even ein goeiel reiaels, 
but withbneiteir vehicles moving undc'r the^ rough 
e*emelitions eif war in [ilace's whe're^ the^ reiads hael 
be'e'ii cut tei [lieces, eir perhaps elid imt exist, 
the wastages was enormous, and, acceirdingly, 
ft. is not surprising that the turnover at this 
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<l<^p6t Wiis sf)in<^tiinos to ho inoasnrod in sooros 
nt‘ wa^oii loads daily. 

As Towards tlio iiiaiiiloiiancro and ropair ot 
vohioles, f*aoli (Joniinand at homo orpinizod 
its own garages and ropair shops in such niiinlx'rs 
and ])ositions as (*oukl deal most ooiiNtaiioritly 
with 1 ho vohicU‘s which it employed. Tla'se 
repair sho])s w(‘r(‘ usually hirc*d, not purohas(»d 
outright, so t hat th(* States might ]aiv(‘ tho loss 
loft on its hands at the end of the war; ami 
tla^y wore su|)orvis(‘d hy one or im>i*e District 
In-peotors of Mechanical '^rraction for (‘ach 


hatch of vfdiiolos was sent ovorsenis, a snpj)ly 
of Sparc parts was also sent for them, according 
tf) a fixed schodiilo, in ]>roportion to their 
nuinbor. To begin with, this selu'rlulc was 
c-alciilated on a 10 j)cr cent, ha^is that is, 
10 comploto engines for every 100 vdiicles, 
but, suhsef|uontIy, a per cent, basis was found 
to b<* suOiciont. Tools special to mechanical 
transport were also obtained througli th(^ Honu* 
Despot, but those of a general character won* 
supplied, like ordinary stores such as clothing, 
through the i\rmy Ordnance De])artment. 



JOnich OffiC it I 

A TIRE AND ACC!ESS0R1HS STORE IN FRANCE. 


Command, who in turn were supervised by a 
'J’raveUing I nsp(M*t or. 

Abroad tben^ w('n' depots of tv^o classes - 
advanced and l»asc for maiut(‘uance and the 
supply of parts, not lu*avy n^pairs. l’'he former 
were of the nature of retail sho])s wliicli kept 
a small stock of parts ; they received indents 
from the units in the HeUl, to which they issued 
material direct, relying for the replenishment 
of their sup{)lies on the base depots. These 
were big rc’iceptaeles for stores and ac(?essories, 
and were replicas on a smaller scale (^f t he stores 
at the Home Depot in London, to wliich thi y 
sent their demands direct. To a certain exh^nt 
they were supplied automatically, for when a* 


For the smaller re])airs, motor workshops, 
fitted with a. latlit' and othiT tools, were attached 
to each unit, or if the unit was too small tf> 
possc'ss such a workshop of its own, arrangc'- 
ments were made hy wliich it could requisition 
one to attend to it on the spot. If tlie damage 
wa.s greater than could be remedied in this 
way, and the victim was unable to move of itsi*lf, 
it was towed by a. salvage unit to a railwav 
station, and taken to one of the large bc.-i(^ 
repair shops, which were fully equipped witJi 
machinery for heavy repairs. These obtaine<l 
their material from the base store depots, and 
could deal with several Inmdrod vehicles at a 
time. If they were too fully occupied, or other 
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roartons rendered it desirable, the damaged 
vehicles wercisent back to Knj];land, although Ibis 
course involved the objection of double tran>^- 
port across th(' sea. In bai^land there wen* 
two large repair shops for sucli cases, and 
sometimes also th(' dert*liets were n*tnrrH‘d to 
the factories of their makc'rs ; whether this was 
done or not depended partly on the a.mt)unt 
of work in hand at tluj (loveniun nt sho])s, and 
partly also on the price asked for tlu* job by tin* 
private firms, f(.)r a cnreful wH.teli on the c«>sls ni 
repairs (Miablecl tlu' advantage or disndvantage* 
of any offer to be pretty ac(*iirately gaugt‘d. 
Larger numbers of motor vehicles of all sorts, 
as well as of motor bicycles, w<*r(' r(*pa.ired in 
Mngland and s('nt bt; (‘k as good as new for a fur- 
th<^r s])ell of service at. the front, though those 
which upon inspe<*,tion were not fomid up to the* 
huirk were retained for use at homo. 

In what has Ikhui said so far, the functions 
and organization of the Mechanical 'Ti'ansport 
Hranch of the War Oflice have bet'ii describee! 
mainly as regards the provision of means for 
iiu)ving froot)s and conv(*ying th<‘ir su|)plies of 
food and ammunition. Ihit as the* g(*nc*ral 
purveyor of motor vehick's to the fighling 
forces it was interested in their sup])ly for two 




REPAIR-SHOP OI AN AUSTRALIAN UNIT. 
Exterior and Interior. 
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MR. E. M. CLARKE, 

Director, Moto*' Ambulance Department, 
Hritish Red Cross. 

tak(*ii al)()n( five* wc'oks aftoi* (lio dcMrlaration 
t)f war, when a. faw iiienibors of tlu? Royal 
Aiitoin()l)ilo (Miib ])ut tluMnsolvos and thoir cars 
a< t b(^ disposal of the Rritisli Rod Cross Socioly. 
and won^ ponuitbvl to go to Cranoo and Jiolp 
in tli(' task of s('nrcliing for the wonndod and 
missing; a-nd soon tJio iinokMis of t ho first 
motor ambnlanco convoy was oolloot(‘d at 
f^iris, ]>y tile same Society. 

At tli{' ))e^innin^ of October, 1!)14, 'J'hc 
Thnes opened its app(ial for funds to enable 
the Society to provider sucli ambulances in 
greater numlx'rs. Tlie n^sult was amaxing. 
Within a week inoney had been reci'iv'(*d 
sulliciiMil to pay for I f '5 ambulance cars, costing 
1*40(1 each, in a fortnight for ,472, and in three* 
wc'i'ks for 0 12 and this although the first 
modest estimate was that 200 would “ suOice 
to mo(4 immediate' lUM'els." Ry tlie end of 
January, 1015. the* l\ed ('re)ss had sent 440 
motor ambulance's te) various oeaitres abroael, 
unel a numbe'r more luul be'en elispatched by tho 
Order of St. John, which had joined fon^os 
w ith it in October. 4 owareis the end of lOL'S 
there, were some (>.70 Re'd Cre)ss aml.>iilances 
in France alone, and a ytmr later tlie number 
the^re excoedtHl There were also others 

in other portions of tho battle area, notably in • 


Italy, Mesopotamia, where indeed they were 
tho only motor ambulances employed, and 'in 
Fast Africa. Nor w^as this all that voluntary 
effort accomplished. Each convoy sent abroad 
not only contained, in accordance with War 
Office regulations, .70 motor ambulances proper, 
but was also accompanied by a complement of 
motor store lorries, motor repair shops, 
ordinary “ touring ” cars for the staff, and 
motor cycles for dispatch riders. Many motor 
ambulances were also distributed for use at 
home, and in connexion with these there w'ore 
cars for doctors and nurses, for consultants 
hurrying from cas(i to case, and for the officers 
in charge of hospitals, not to mention lorries 
for the conveyance of stores and medical com- 
forts. Thus it was that at the end of RlRi the 
total number of cars of all kinds su])plied by 
tho Red Cross for the service of the w’ounded 
and sick approached 2, .5(30. But it must be 
remembered that the Red Cross, in this as in 
other respects, only sought to be an auxiliary 
to the Army organization, and that the War 
Office provided great numbers of ambulances 
and other motor vehick's for the use of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 

Though the bodies constnicted for tho first 
few' motor aml)ulance>s were not a success, the 
principles of a satisfactory design W’ere tpiickly 
('stablished. Tlie War OHice standard specifi- 
cation 2 ^rovid(ul for the accommodation of four 
fiatients on stretchers placed two on each side 
of a c'cntral gangway, so tliat a nurse or orderly 
could sit inside. In an older type' there was 
no gangway, and therefore' the width of the 
vehicle was less -an advantage in ])assing 
through narrow or crowded thoroughfare's. TJie 
e-anvas awning in this type could be reille'el u]) at 
the' siele\s, but in thci n(w\er ])atteni was fixed. 
On the eitlu'r hanel, in the latte'r an ingenieius 
e*oiitrivance3 permitteMl the* frame's carrying the> 
stn*te4ie*rs, wdien the.se* wfn^ neit reejuireel, te> 
be feilele'el away so as to provide; eight seats for 
patie'iits. ]Many e)f the ears we're fitted w'ith a 
elevk'e which enabled the interieirs to be com- 
fortably warmed by means of the exhaust. In 
some cases .special meielifications wwe introduced 
to iiuH't special ceaiditions. Thus the Red 
Cross cars for East Africa were fitted with an 
electric fan and movable louvres or shutters to 
give as much ventilation as jmssible, and others 
made for the Admiralty wore arranged to take 
cots instead of .stretchers, the latter not being 
used by the Navy. 

Tho purposes to which the motor-ambulancas 
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A CONVOY OF MOTOR AMBULANCES 
Waiting for inspection by the King. 


were [)ut may bo divided into two main classes. 
In the first place they ])assed the woundeil 
colloetod by the field ambulances on to the 
<Msiialty clearinjT stations, and on occasion 
they arlvanced still nearer the front into the 
firing zone, (extending themsedves into th(* an'a 
of the field ambulances. In tht^ st'cond 
place they were employed to take the wounded 
from the ambulance trains which had brought 
them <lown to tlie coast from thes <‘a.sualty 
clearing stations and coiiv(‘y them to tlu' base 
hospitals, and again from tlu^ latter to th(‘ 
hospital ships. The lied (’-ross in llllfi ha<l five 
full convoys on the front liiK's, and thes(', lik<‘ 
the one in Mesopf)tamia, W(‘re stalled by Army 
Servi(;e (V)r])s drivt'is. Tlu* Ai’iny found petrol 
and lubricating oil, and carried out the running 
iH'pairs ; but the lit'cl Cross inaiiitaiia'd the 
convoys at full strength, and had to cITect the 
heavy repairs for itself. Tin* convoys a.l 
various })ases in Franct*, wh(‘re I he Ked ( r()f^> 
undertook, at. the recpiest of the Army, the 
duty of kee]aiig a sunicitait su|)ply of ainbu- 
lances and men to cope with tlu^ fullest demands 
that the availalde number of hospital beds 
could make, wen? staffed, run, and repair(*d 
entirely by its own men. 

At one base alone a double convoy was kept 
always in readiness in the great garage rh<* 
Quai, the ambulances being divided into five 
sections, each under a section leader. On the 
arrival of a hospital train at tin? station the 
Embarcation Medical Officer telephoned t<) the 
garage for the number of cars rerpiired : th(*st? 
were on their way in a minute or two, and 
before the first stretchers had been taken from 


the train would be Hiied up in the station yaril 
on tlu? other side of tlu* harbour. As soon as a 
<‘ar was loaded tlu? driver was told whi(?h 
liospital was his <h?st inat ion, and went off at a 
slow pace to r(?duce jolting, n*turning again iind 
again till the work was finished. The later 
Red (Toss ambulance cars were (itt<‘d with a 
gear-ratio that enabk'd th(*m to lx* throttk‘d 



MOTOR AMBULANCE FOR NAVAL USE, 
FitteJ for tots instead of stretchers. 

d(»wn to run slowly on top-g(*ar, thus saving tlu? 
occupants the discr)mforl of tlu* gj’inding of the 
gears ; tlu'ir chassis lu'ing obtained from one? 
American mak(‘r, the homogeiu‘ity of the con- 
voys could be rea<lily pres(‘rved, and maint(‘n- 
ance and repairs were simj)lificd. 

Owing to the ne(*d for carrying out its own 
rtyjairs, the Red Cross had several workshops of 
its own. The largest was at a certain port in 
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MOTOR AMBULANCES FOR EAST AFRICA 
Wirh ventilated roofs and sides. 


Fninco (hr g»ini^r, and included thn-e 

hiiildirij^s, with an area of about 2,400 squart^ 
yar<lK. 'Two of tlu^se were, used as repair 
sliops, w’Jiilo tla^ ll)ird was fully e((uipped witli 
iiuH'huio tools. Such f)perations as cMitting and 
hanhaiin^ g(Mir wheels and boring cylinders w^ere 
r(*gularly earri<Ml out, with r(*sults as go<»d as 
<‘o\ild b(^ obtained in largo works at honu'. 
Tlu^re was a ]>la<!ksiuitirs shop, with smiths’ 
forg(is, brazing furna(u*s and <*aso-hard(‘ning 
furnaces, aial also a tinsmith’s shop, with tools 
for the manufacture and repair of radiators, 
panels, nnul-guarils, and similar parts. Some 
90 men wore employed, and the number of ears 


uiuler repair at one time was ahout aO, On the 
average, about five thoroughly ov^erhaulod t^ars 
left the works daily, with about seven (hat ]ia<l 
required minor n'pairs. 

In regard to tlie })art playt'd by motor \ ehicles 
in c'onnexion with dirc’ct attack on the <'nemy, 
reference may first be nuule to the motor 
tractors employed for hauling lu^av'y guns into 
position. For (his purposi» tw’o types of 
rnacliino w^ero used by the Itritisli Anny, onc^ 
(he F.W.D. (four -wheels drive), and the other 
the eater])illar. In the fornw^r, as its name 
indicates, not only the rear axle, as in an ordi- 
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nary rair, hut also tho front ax]<5 was coiiiuM/tod 
to the engine by a propeller shaft ; in this way. 
all the wheels being driven, the w hole weight t>f 
the machine w^as utilized for adhesion aial the 
trac*ti\'o power was increased, so that heavier 
loads could be coped with. Tlu‘ caterpillar ran 
oji a track whieli it laid for itself as it pro(:*e(‘ded. 
The general ])rinciple of its <*onst ruction was 
that there wore two endl(*ss chains or bands, one* 
on each side, passing ox t'r spror*k(»t wheels at 
the front and rear of the machine. The links of 
which tluvse eliains wt^re <*omposed carried on tin* 


touring cars for offensivi' purposes was to fit 
th('m with inachim^ guns, and it was not dillicult 
to protect their vital parts with thin steel ])lates 
wit limit iletracting seriously from thespeeil and 
mobility which ptM’hajis formed t heir h(*st safe- 
guaril. In the early days of the war the 
< Germans em[)Ioyc*d many cars lightly armoure I 
in tliis way for scouting pur[)os(*s, th(' only 
armament, Jn>we\(*r, bc'ing th(‘ rifh's of the 
occupants. Later these impro\'ised arrang<‘- 
ments gav(‘ ])lace to comph'lely armoured crai's of 
\arious kinds, in which tht* occupants were w('!l 



RED CROSS REPAIR WORKSHOP 
At a base in France, 


outer surfaces ])ads or feet wdiich rested on th<^ 
ground. The s[)rock('t wJiet'ls a.s tliey wctc 
rotated by the engim^ pulled the (rhains round, 
and Avhile the feet in the cent re were lield lirinly 
to the ground by the v\(*ight of the tractor, th<»s<* 
at the back rose off it one by one and cf>rre- 
sponding ones were laid down upon it at the 
front. The wiiole weight was available for 
arlhesion, and as it was distributed over a large 
area the machine could travtd over soft ground 
impassable by vehicles wdth ordinary w heels 
how^ever wide their tires. ♦ 

An obvious method of utilizing ordinary 


])rotect(*d from buikds, and tlie machine* guns 
were carri<*d in a cupola or turret. Anti- 
aircraft guns wc*re similarly mountc'd on 
armourt'd chassis of sulhcit'nt ])ower to giv'e 
high speetl, and with a supply of ammuni- 
tion arrangeil in lockers. Heavier guns wi‘r(* 
occasionally installed in wagons of the lorrv 
type with solid tin*s, a consi<l(‘rable thickness 
of armour protection Ixang provided. As 
an example f)f the havoc that might be 
wrought by an armoured car with machine 
guns, an incident in the Herman invasion 
VV'allnehia may be quoted. According 

an 
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CATERPILLAR TRACTOR. 


\C^ (Ml Phctogteftt 


<o a (iicniuiii roport, one (Jennan car, after 
snnnoiinting Iho Szurdiik Vass, advanecMl to 
V^iloni, and, (uiteliing a iluinanian battalion 
unawareH, mowed it down in Jess* tlian a minute 
at a rangt^ of 100 yards with tlireo maehine 
guns, l<illiiig !{00 and wounding 150. It tlien 
attaelved tlie fortifications wliicli were being 
constructed east an<l nortli of Valeni, and, 
taldng tlie enemy undi'i* a ilauking tiro, forced 
him to retreat. Ihit sucli armed motor-cars did 
not always Jiave it aU tlieir own w'ay. Some- 
times tJa'ir end w as slia.rp and sudden. 

'I^h( armoun'd cars of tlie kinds referred to 
were, howe\'(*r, at tlie best suitalile only for 
skirmishing <ir outpost action, and, no doubt, 
rhe possibility of constructing more formidable 
instruments of war, able to “lie in the line,” 
or even go out beyond the front, occurrcHl to 
more than one mind. The realization of 
this idea was seen in the Battle of the Somme 
on September 15, 10 Ki, when Sir Douglas Haig 
reported the use, for the first time, in a success- 
ful attack on a front of six miles extending 
from Bouloaux Wood to the Albert-Bapaumo 
road, of a “ now type of heavy armoured car 
which has proved of considerable utilitji.” 


These new weapons were known ofhcially 
as “ tanks,” the name having its origin in 
the fact that the dc^jiartmtmt which was 
concerned in building them called itself 
the “ Tanks Department ” in order to draw a 
veil of secrecy ovi'r its proc('edings. According 
to an oflicial exjilanation givcm in the House of 
(^'ominons, the idea of sueli machines was 
suggested to oHlcers of the Boyal Naval Air 
Service by tlieir experience of the naval 
armoured cars in Flanders in tlie early days of 
the war, and after various experiments by them, 
Mr. Tennyson d’Eyncourt, the Director of 
Naval Ctmstruction, was instructed to under- 
take the design of a “ land-ship ” capable of 
carrying out certain definit e performances. The 
oflicers at the Admiralty primarily concerned 
were Commodore Sucter, Wing-Commander 
W. Briggs, and Squadron -Commander T. (h 
Heatherington, and wdiilo the princii^al credit 
for the design rested with Mr. d’Eyncourt, the 
latter acknowdedged the valuable assistance 
rendered by Mr. W. O. Tritton, of Messrs. W. 
Foster & Co., Colonel E. D. Swinton, R.E., 
Major D. G. , Wilson, Mr. P. Dale Bussell, 
of the Contract DepartiYient of the Admiralty 
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Lieutenant -Colonel Stern, Captain Symes, and 
Mr. F. Skeens. Construction was begun at 
the end of the sumnier of 1915. Major H. 
Knothe, A.S.C., was responsible for tlie repairs 
of these machines. 

The details of the “ tanks ” were closely 
guarded, but in time some information was 
allow’ed to be published eone.erning them, 
and, finally, illustrations, from which it was 
obvious that they were constructed on tlu* 
principles of the caterpillar tractor, made 
their appearance. The sj^ecial eorres])oiulents 
at the Front exhausted their vocabularies 
in efforts to find descriptive name's and epithets 
for them. They were monsters, mammoths, 


Leviathans, hybrids bet ween Behemoth and the 
(^himaera, toad-salamanders, echidna-dragons, 
mastodons, pachyderms. They wi'ro the Terror 
that walked by noonday, as incredible as 
a nightmare or one of Jules Verne's most 
fantastic imaginations- huge shapeless bulks 
like vast antoililuvian brutes wliich Nat ure had 
made and forgotten. Bigger than an ordinary 
motor-car, but smaller than a labourer’s 
coltagt', they ri'sembh'd in ge^u'ral contour a 
toad rather I'longatt'd towards its hinder end. 
Tlu'v waddk'd and th(*y ambled, and, limbless 
and whe('l-l('ss, th(‘y went with a mov'ernent 
as smooth as that of a snaki', but majestic and 
delilx'i’ale as a. giant tortoise a. mixture of 
pantomime and pure horror. Tht'ir armament 



was {)f the inachiiu* gun tyju', their guns being 
able to tire in all directions, and against their 
armour-clad sides, |)ainted in vi'nomous repti- 
lian colours to rendiT thi'in invisibh', bullets 
nu'i'cly struck sparks. Tn woods tlu'y trampled 
t h('ir way through tlu? undc'rgrowt h, and climbed 
over i)r brok(‘ d«)wn barrica-des, (‘ont('mptuous 
of machine guns and rillt' fire ; lu'itlu'r the brick 
walls of an ordinary house' nor a tree* of moderates 
si/A' was much of an obstacle ; and k?sser 
obstructions w(‘re nu'rely j)k'asing incidents 
in tlu* journey, which tlu'y climlu'd over, as a 



MACHINE GUNS MOUNTED •ON LIGHT MOTOR VEHICLES. 


FUTILE GERMAN ATTACK ON A **rANK” TEMPORARILY HALTED FOR REPAIRS. 

This was one of the striking incidents which characterised the introduction of the "Tanks’* In the Battle of the Somme. 
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MtRNCH ANTI-AIRCRAFT MOTOR.<;UN. 


slug ( liinhs ov(*r r. prbblo, or squashed ])y their 
weight and passed on. They erawlod labori 
ously but ceaselessly o\'er trench, barbed \vir(% 
and sln‘11 crater, and soiiu^t iiiic's they would s»»at 
theniseh'es eornplaeenl ly astride of an eruMiiy 
trench, and sweep it in both directions, and 
all th<" grnnnd beyond, with their machine guns. 
Jwike a ship, each bon* a nanu' Dtdphiiu' and 
Daphne, (’ordon Konger and (U’eme de M(*nthe 
and the men called them \\’illies, Hliinos. 
Oocodiles, Humming-birds, and other less 
decorous names. - 

Entrusted with the pureliasc', at first direct 
from tlio manufacturers but afterwards through 
the Ministry of Munitions, of huge mnnbers of 
motor vehicles of many different classes and 
types for the Army and Navy, and charged 


with the duties of maintaining tht‘m in running 
order and supplying them with s])are parts 
(which liad sometimes to lie )>rouglit frtnii one 
crontinent ov(‘rseas and sent to another), tlic? 
Mechanical Transport Hraneh would liave bet'ii 
more than human had it never made a. mistake. 
J^ut tin* obser\'c*r who was permit t('d to st‘e 
sometliing of the internal arra-ng(‘ments of its 
d(‘pbts ami stoiM's received the impr(‘ssion of 
a. <*arefully thought-out organization iml>iic d 
< v(‘rywlH*rc» with a spirit of kf'cnnc'ss and hard 
work. 'The oflici'i’s, many of th(*m engim*ers 
and accountants in civdl life, certainly did llieir 
liest to deserve* suce<*ss, and flu*ir systems 
of working and met hods of control were^ worthy 
of tlio best -managed comm(*rcial firms. ^Phe 
folh»wing unsolicited testimonial received 
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by the authorities from a private in the 
M.T., A.S.C., may be of interest in this 
connexion : 

As a fairly lar)L?e employer of labour I often wondered, 
before volunteering iny services and joiriiii" tlis Majesty’s 
F<»rces ns a Tommy, whet tier the Army methods were 
as nx)-lo-dHto and effirient ns the avernpe commercial 
firm, and I am afrai<l that 1 had what is probably tho 
])revailin>' opinion th>tt the comparison wtuild not bo 
favourable to the Army. However, after going through 
the evolutions la'eessary to bo plaeod in tho position for 
which a man is ino.^t tilted, f ean assure tho taxpayer 
that I luive ]>eeri a.-fonisliotl at tho extraordinary 
elTieient method they liave in the M/l’. of phwing the 
right man in the right place. Of course, tho first few 
days are trying to the raw recruit, corning from eorn- 
hntable homes and feallier l/ods, but in a few days they 
got srittled down, and make tho best of it with that good 
ramarudrriv and wonderful spirit that our nation possess 
sueli a superabundance of. Hut it is tho qimstion of 
orguiii/at ion that will appciii to the hu'>:iness man, ami 
when 1 see, ns f do daily, tho largt' immhers joining up 
as drivers of light ears, heavy lorries, and steam wng<ms, 
inechanies, turners, litters, oleetrieians, eo|>persmilhs, 
I hiek'-miths, body Imilders, and numbers of other 
Iraih'siiu'ii, all sorteil out for their various tests on tho 
(lay of tlieir arrival, clothed, fed, billeted, 1 marvel that 
more is not allowed to ho writt<'n so tliat every resident 
in this country may roali/o what is being done for tlm 
nation’.s future welfan*, and an ahuudanee of skilled 
labour assured, for the tests are most exacting. An 
expert at his f)urlieular tnide is over each Department, 
and us the men pa>s through his haind.s he gives them 
certaiiu work <o do, they are tlien grude(l on their merits ; 
if a man is genuirao and j)asses his test, lie is transferred 


to his unit as fit and prepared for work in his particular 
branch or section. But this i.s what will please tho 
business man of tho country most : recruits who are not 
quite ofTieient, but show promise of being good work- 
men, puss before the M , who questions them once 

more as to their experience and ability; they are then 
placed on instruction for a short time, under the most 
skilled craftsmen, and are thus brought up to that pitch 
of excellence so necessary to bring abont a snecjessful 
termination of this war, besides giving us after tho war 
an abundance of the most skilled men it is possible to 
obtain, and the indu.stries of this country will benefit 
neeordingly. No business man need fear giving a ^lost 
to any man that has passed through his Army tests, 
for this is the hall-mark of enieioney, and although I 
have been in tlio trade for many years, and had long 
ex|>eri(n»ce, both practical and theoretical, I can truly 
say tho experience of passing through has been most 
iiistriictivo uud valuable, for lliero are always new 
jui'thods being brought forward, and undoubtedly the 
M.'r. has the very latest. I am sure that if only tho 
(iixpiiyer e(»uld see and reM.Ii/.(5 the w'onderful organiza- 
tion that deals nith sueli large numbers in such an 
orderly and seientilic* method, ])laeing each man where 
h(‘ will he of tho most use to tho nation, they would be 
more tlian sntislicxl that their rnonoy is being well spent, 
and instea.l (»f a sigh of regret at parting, tliey would 
have a smile of grim satisfaction, knowing that it is 
heli>ing to inako tlu^ bite of the British bulldog deeper 
and burdor than Ibi^ world lias ever rcalizc'd. 

The writer, who before ho enlist e^d in the 
Army was th(‘ principal of a firm of engineers, 
evidently camt* prepared to corse but remained 
to prais(». 



A “TANK»' IN ACTION. 


[Canadian IVar liectfrds. 





CHAPTER CLXl 


PRIZE OF WAR. 


History of the Prize Courts -Kori:i(;\ I^kacticr— ^I iie ( onstiti tion op British ( oorts— 
1'hk Prize Law— Some Famoos Cases— Prize Money and Prize T{oi:ntv -Cases in the 
Dominion Prize Courts -Condemnation op the ('hile- Sir Samuel Kvans s Jldoments— The 
Case of the Kim -The Roi manian The Ophelia. 


T HKRK is no more romantic aspect of 
war than the long record of capliin s 
at sea which go by the name of Prize of 
War. All the glamour which at laches 
to the toils of the earliest adventurers in the 
Mediterranean, to the dc'athless stories of the 
Spanish Main, to the wonderful battling of 
privateers in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, and in later days of th<^ Chesajieakc 
and Shannon and of the Alabama, rise into the 
mind as the phrase “ Prize of War ” is spoken 
or written. The valour of adventurous sea races, 
the moving accidents by flood and field, th(5 
racing by wind and water from clime to clime, 
signify (everything in the history of France and 
TTolland. England and America, Spain and 
Portugal. And no whit of the adventurous 
spirit was dead when the (Jreat War of 1914 
bixike upon Europe and the world. It will lx* 
convenient as a footnote to the history of tlie 
Croat War to consider t he question of the Priz(‘ 
Courts, their practice? and their significance, 
both as a matter of historical (evolution a.nd 
as an element of the first import ancee in the* 
carrying on of a naval war of the first mag- 
nitude and for the purpose' of retiecting the' 
verisimilitude of that war. In revie*wing 
the history and the current practice of those 
Courts it is necessary to kee]) in mind the 
fact that the Prize ('ourt has always been the 
judicial officer, so to speak, of the? Royal Navy, 
and has placed upon a legal and unimpugnable 
basis its action in dealing with the merchandi.se 
of the world in time of war. 


The' work of flu* Prize* Court supple'iucnhs the 
s(*a toils oi ships of war. Dr. Coleman Phillipsori, 
in his volume on Jnfeniathnal Law and the (Ureal 
II (n\ siinimarizc's the long €*arly stirring history 
of the Prize Court in a few se'ntemces ; 

lilt* IVizi' Court is Mil instilution of Ion;; stMiuliiiR. 
Its source's may ho traced hiie'k to tho latt*r ct'iitiirie's 
of tlio Middle A;;os. In order to secure protci'tioii 
Mixninst. jiiratos laerchanl uii'u assoeiatt'd t hoiiiselvi's 
under an electeil chief, (‘ailed tlu' “ Adiuirnl,” and 
somotiiiu's their res|)(‘<‘tivo Stat(*s siuit out armed men 
t'> put. down piracy. 'I’he piratical ships thus sei'/.i^l 
were divided amoii;; tlu* captors according; to the dt?eision 
of the Admiral, hi tlu' thirteemth century an att(*mpt 
was made hy the Europi'au maritime Powi'rs to police 
the seas. Later the expi.'ditious of those armed vessels 
eame to he (’ondiieti'd under tlie autliorily of letters of 
iiianpie ;;rMul(*d hy th(‘ sov(*n‘ij;M of a maritime country, 
who assumed jurisdiction over tlu* eaptiinrs effeeti'd. 
'^rhis jurisdiction was furllu'r regularized hy the estuhlish- 
ineiit of a hoard, d('si;^uuited the “Admiralty.” hi 
l‘jii;j:lund the (^)urt of Admiralty ujiptMiriMl in tli(‘ middle 
ot the fo,url('eiith century ; the first recordc'd ea.sf' of a 
judicial empiiry hefore tin* .\dmiral occurred a[)pan‘iitly 
ill l.’h»7. Ill France the olliee of Admiral was ereiiti'd 
in th(* laltc'r part of llit* fourti'cnth eeiitiiry, and in 
Scotland early in the fil’t(*erith. With the ;;radual 
development, of tlu* law of nations it heeaine eustomary 
for the .Admiralty of minlinie h('IIi;;erents to set up a 
sp(*eial (!oiu‘t to invest i;;iite the Ic;;ality of eii.pt iiri's 
made hy their warsliips or [iri vale(*rs. Jn this count ry 
an ()rd(*r in Cnuiieil of l.'iRl) r('(piir(*d all prizes to hi* 
siihniitti'd for adjudication to tin* lli;;h (’ourt of 
Admirnlly.* 


* It may lx* noted here that the (*nrly French practice 
ii to he found in Fistoye and Dunerdy’s Traitc dc^ 
l*rifics MnrHinirn. A French J’ri/o Ccjiirt. was i>stal)- 
lldiod at Bordeaux in Septomher, lJ)11,nnd in March, 
11)1.5, this was reuiovt'd to Paris, ^’hi* Kussian Prize* 
lUvoIations wore issued on .August 22, 1014, in tho 
bulletin of Laws, O'ho Japanese J^rize Regiilations am 
in A^ol. TT. (page 410) of Russian tind Japanese Prize 
eases, but they are slightly vflri(?d by an Imperial Ordi- 
nanlc (183) of September 10, 1914. An Italian Prize 
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Tho statonient a general idea of tlie 

position, th<)Ug}i it eould be largely supple- 
mented. In Kngltind, in tlie fourteenth eentury, 
tliere were Admirals of theA\'est, the South, and 
the Xorth ; the King’s ships were few; the mer- 
<‘hant fleet was the chief reserve of vessels of 
war, and these fleets as called up passed under 
the control of this or that Admiral. A [)erpetual 
state of s(‘a warfare against pirates, or coast 
town against foreign coast town, obtained ovt^n 
in ti»rie of pence, and the carrying in of piratic 
prizes was common enough. 

But w'e must not confusi* the Prize Court with 
the Admiralty C^)urt. In 1782 T.iord Mansfield 
in the casr of Liudo v. Jiodnejf, <\\plained the 
whole j)ractice of jurisdiction, fn that case the 
facts were that on Kc’bruary 8, 1781, Sir (teorge 
llodney and (ilt‘n(*ra-l N'aughan seiz(»d the island 
of St. Kustatius, ^^ith everything thereon, and 
th<‘ (jiKvstion was raised in the Phiglish <V)urt 
whether the goods being taken on latid, tlioiigh 
in cons('(|U(*nc(' of a surrendc'i* t(» shi[)s at sea, 
exchid<‘d tlie Jtritisli Prize jurisdiction. The 
()U(*stion of that jurisdiction had, therefore*, tc» 
l)e considered. i.,ord Mansfield ])ointed out that 
the jurisdiction in matti^rs of prize, though 
<*xer(as<*d by t he .1 udge <»f t he Court of Admiralty, 
was (piit(‘ distinct. 'I’o constitute the authority 
(►f the rriz(* .fudge* in <*v<'ry war a (Commission 
uiuk*r the (heat Seal issued to the Lord High 
Admiralty (now, of course, represent('d by the 
Board of Admiralty) to will and require th<? 
Court of .Admiralty, an<l the Lic*utenant and 
.fudge* of the Court, his surrogate or surrogates, 
and they were ther(*by authorized and required 
to proceed upon all and all manner of captures, 
seizures, prizes, and reprisals, of all shij's and 
goods that wen* oj* should be taken ; and to 
h<*a.r and det(*rmine “according to the course 
of the Admiralty and the J.,aw of Xaticais.*' A 
warrant issin'd t(» the .fudge accordingly. The 
monition and i>ther proceedings wen* in his name 
with all his titles of ollice, rank and degret*, 
adding emphatically, as the authority under 
which he aett'd, the following words: “And 
also to li(‘ar and di*termiiH* all and all manner of 
cttu.ses, and complaints, as to ships and goods 
seized and taken as prizt*, spt'cially constituted 

Court. WHS in .linn*, Hy h ( ’oiivorit ion 

between Croat Hritnin nml Friinro tif Novombor U. 1914 
(aroodeil to by Kussiti on March Ih UMo), a tnnttial 
arrangement as to I^ri/o^ was arrived at. ^^nintiiig (»a/rr 
alia) the right of adjudication ^o the country of the 
capturing vessel, even if under the orders of the naval 
authority of an ally. ^8ee The Manual of Krncr- 

gency Legislation. Supjileiuent Jt, pp. 499. .'>01, 575.^' 


and appointed.” The (’curt of Admiralty was 
called the Instance Court, the other Ojurt the 
Prize (>>urt. “ The manner of proceeding,” 

said Lord Alansfield, “ is totally different. The 
whole system of litigation and jurisprudence 
in the Prize Court is peculiar to itself ; it is no 
more like the Court of Admiralty than it is to 
any Court in Westminster Hall.” Prize is 
neither a civil nor a marine cause, and the appeal 
from tlie Prize (^ourt lay to Commissioners con- 
sisting of th<» Privy Council. Lord Mansfield, in 
the special case b(*fore him, held that the goods 
captured were condeninable as prize, Tlie 
practice of landing from ships for purposes of 
reprisals had b€*en usf'd by Booke at Vigo, 
W'rnon at Portobcllo and Cartliagena, Anson 
in the South Seas, J^)cf)(rk at the Havannah. It 
was the practice in tin* case of the Klizahethan 
privateers to have Comuiissions autiiorizing 
goods to be taken by land as well as by sea. In 
174.5 there was si'utence of condemnation to 
the king where “ several purses of money and 
jewels, amounting to £‘10.000 and upwards, 
taken and seized as plunder in tlie town of 
Peyta, being a town in the S[)anish West Indies, 
in the kingdom of Spain, from the enemies of 
the Crown of (Ireat Britain, were rightly and 
duly taken by the oflicers and mariners of His 
Maj(*sty’s ship," and many more r(*cent cases of 
singular adventure confinmd the judgment. 

The ]>ractiee indicated >)y Lord Man.sfieid 
obtained Miroiighotit the Xa|)oIc(>nic Wars and 
durifig the first half of the iiinctt'cnth century. 
Since tlie Crim(*an W ar no Prize (.k>urt had sat 
in England until September 4, 1914, wlien Sir 
Samuel Kvans first sat in Prize. The (juestion 
of Ih’ize Courts and jurisilict ion had, however, 
been dealt with ('arlicr in 1804, in 1891, and 
189.'> : by sccticin 4 of the .Juctieature Act of 
1891 the High Court in Pugland was declared to 
be a Prize Court, and all causes and matters 
within the jurisdiction of the Higli Court as a 
Prize Court were assigned to the Probate, 
Div'oree and Admiraltv’ llivision of that (7ourt. 
On the hearing of his first case -the Chile —Sir 
Samuel Kvans began his judgment with these 
words : 

I Hin suro wi* all dt*ploro llio cati.scs which render it 
necessary for a l*ri/.e (U)ijrt tn sit again within these realms 
after the happy lapse of about 60 years, and as yon, 
Mr. .•\ttorney- General, hav'c said, in times past, and 
particularly tluring the latter part of the eighteenth 
ctmtiiry 'em! the early part of. the nineteenth century, 
the Knglish Prize Courts pronounced judgments and 
gave decisions which commanded general confidence, and 
received the adiniration of all countries interested in the 
law of nations. Our predecessors have set splendid 
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A SITTING OF THK FRI'/E COURT, 
Presided over by Sir Samuel Evans, 


oxainplos and established traditions, ami the Pri/i* 

(’ourl of tho presont day, with tlie assist anee of tl:«* 
I tar, will do its host it (rannot do iiioro — 1«) tollow 
those examples aiul ujihohl those traditions. 

In the case of the ('orsican Prince, on 
bVbrnary 22, 19 lo. Sir Saninel Mv^ans tells us 
soinothin^ more about tlie charaett^r of the* 
British Prize Court. Th<‘ Prize t’oiirt Pules 
have always been framed t^s^tecially for the 
Court and made by the Privy (.ouneil in recent 
years^ under the Prize Courts Act, 1894, and 


not by tilt* Buie ('ommittc'c wliicli fnnnes the 
rules for th(' Hi^h Court. Rul(*s were issued 
on August, o, 1914, assimilating tlie form of 
the proccMMlinf^s to the course of a civil action. 
But when thcrc^ arc no rules the ])ractie(' f)f the 
old High Court of Admini.lt y.. or such other 
|)racticc* as tlu^ l^rf'sident directs, is followed. 

Hit^ powers of th(* Court are set forth by 
Mr. tj'ustice Story (who, said Sir Samuel Evans, 
“as an exponent on treatises and judgments 
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OVERHAULING A NEUTRAL MERCHANTMAN. 


of matters relating to ])rizo law is Jiardly second 
to Lord StoweU hiinsc*lf ”) in his notos on 
“The J^rin<‘ij)les an<l Practice of Prize Courts.” 
He tells ns : 

Wlu'ii OMco tlio 1‘rizf' (%^urt has n<!Cj|ijire(l jurisdiction 
over tlio ()rincipMl cuusi*, it will exert its authority over 
all the incidoiits. It will follow prize proceeds into the 
luMids of uKonts or other persons holding them for the 
eaf>t<»r, or ))y any otlior title. ... It may also enforce 
its tlecns's against persons liaving the jn'oeeeds of 
prizes in tlieir hands. . . Tito Ihlze (Vnirt has also 
. . . exchisi\'e authority as to the allowance of fr«*ight. 
damages, expenses, and <‘ost.s in all eases of capture. 

Sir Samuel Kvans went on to deal with the 
long line of legal authorities, American an<l 
Knglish, that establish (he position of the 
Prize Court, the Court Avliich deals with tdaims 
in accordance with tlie J^aws of Nations, and 
not iiKU’cly in accordance with local or nmni- 
cipal law. In tlu' Corsican TTince the Presi- 
dent a])|)lied (his wide jurisdiction to the ca.se 
of settling ((iK’stions between the <»wners and 
all (jut'stion.s between them and tlu^ Kussian 
Hank and the Soeiete Cenerale. No )>etter 
instance of (Ik' large juris<liet ion of a. Prize* 
Court could be* cited. 

Some refer(‘nce to two or three ('Crly <*a.se>* 
will show the* Prize" Court fashion e)f the givat 
tlays e»f pri\'ate*e‘rs and me*n-of war. The* tii-st 
is a case* that raised the epiestion e>f the? 
person e.)r ])ersons entitk'd to th(' ]>roceed.s 
of Prize. In March, 1758, when the Seven 
Years’ War was in full blast, in Lat. 48*"* N., 
off (^a])C FinisU'rre, a h’rencli shi]>, the 
Pacifique, was takt*n by ILIM.S. Windsor, 
commanded by Captain J.»anc Ftilkner. 
Thi? ship was condemnexl in the Admiralty 
Court on May 0, when leave w^as given for 
Sir Edward Hawke, who claimed one -eighth 
as Admiral, to appear. He had been appointed 
by the Lords of the Admiralty commander of 


a scpiadron of men-of-war to bo employed in 
Channel soundings or vvhc*rever etso hi.s Majesty’s 
Service should reeparo. Annexed to his com- 
mission was a list of the sJiips of the .squadron, 
which ineln(l(*d the Windsor, cruising between 
Ca]>c Ortegal and Ushant. Sir Edward flew^ 
his flag t)n the Ramillies. Captain Falkner 
alleged that his (;oinmission was direct from the 
Admiralty, and that he was dirc'cted to cruise 
between T^ats. 48'^ N. and 50"" N. till he should 
get 120 k'agnes to the westward and to streteJi 
utT Cape FinistcriH* and cruise ])etween (''a])e 
Ort€*gal anti Cshant, taking care to return to 
Plymouth Sound within one inontli. He 
took the Paeifi(|ue on Mart*h 13 and brought 
h(*r into Plymoutli on March 20, and tlieri 
receivt*d Jiis orders from Admiral Hawke, who 
liad saik*d from Spithead on Marcii 11. 4’he 
Judge of the Admiralty proiionnc(*d on ]\lay 13, 
1701, for the Admiral, and tleelared that he 
was entitled to one-eighth of (he prize, but on 
July 28, 1704, tl)e Lords Commissioners of 
Af)pt*al rev(*rsed this deeisitai. 

Tliis east* raised the qucstioji of prize jnoney. 
It had been dealt with by the Prize Act of 
Queen Anne, passed in 1708. That Act 
ordered for the better and more effectual 
t*ncoura,gement t)f the s(*a service that if any 
slu]> of war, ]3rivateer, merchant ship or other 
vt*ssel should be taken as j^rizc by any of H.M. 
shij)s of war t)r privateers and adjudged as 
lawful prize in any of H.M. Courts of Admiralty, 
the flag officer or officers, commander or com- 
manders and other officers, seamen, and others 
who should be actually on board such ship of 
war or privateer so taking such prize should 
after such condemnation have the sole interest 
and property in such prize without further 
account, such ship to be sold and the proceeds 
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distfibuted according to the shares of the 
officers and crew declared by Royal Pro- 
clamation. The Proclamation issued in pur- 
suance of this statute provided that the 
captain of the capturing vessel should be 
allowed three-eighths of the proceeds, hut 
went on to say that if any prize won' takt*n 
by a ship under the command of a flag, th(' 
flag-officer, being actually on board, should 
have one of the eighths. The provision 
created stane dissatisfaction, and on 1 ho breaking 
out of war in 1740 a further Proclamat ion was 
issued giving the flag-officer or commander-in- 
chief one -eighth of the prizes taken by ships 
and vessels under his command. It was under 
this rule that Admiral Hawke juade his claim. 
It may be noticed here that under tlio first 
Proclamation the fourtli one-eighth was 
divided between the * marine (‘a{)tains, sea 
lieutenants and master : another eiglith 

between the marine lieutenants, boatswain, 
gunner, purser, carpenter, master’s mate, 
surgeon, and chaplain. A sixth eiglith 
was divided between the niidshi[)men, car- 
penter’s mall's, boatswain’s matt's, gunner's 
mates, corporal’s mates, y<‘oinen of the sheets, 
coxswain, qi larter - 1 1 laster, qi lart er - 1 1 last t'r’s 
jiiates, surgeon’s mates, yeonum of thi* 


powder-room, and sergeants of marines ; 
wliile the remaining tvvo-eigliths were divided 
between the trumpeters, quarter gunners, 
carpenter’s crew, steward, cook, armourc'r, 
.steward’s mate. cook’s matt', gunsmith, 
cooper, swabber, ordinary trumpeter, barber, 
able seamen, ordinary si'ainen, volunteers by 
letter, and marine soldiers. Here we have 
in brief epitome the (‘ighteenlJi century 
in sea warfare ; tlu* very names give us 
tlie fasliion and niaiiiu'r of tin* sea battles 
tliat raged tlirough the* eight(M‘nth century, 
and carry tlu* echoes of those baltli's into tlu* 
earlier conflicts with tlu' Dutch and the later 
I'ontlicts witli the French. Tlie yi'oman of the 
she<‘ts and the yeoman of tJie powdt'r-room 
an' nanu's that* com])art' with another st'veii- 
teenth C(‘ntury otlice, the yeoman of the mouth, 
to wit, the land cook. In vision we see these 
fighting seanu'n with Byng off (’ape Passaro 
in the summer of 171S, when the trumpet(*r 
trumpeted to good c'fk'ct. Jn thi' wintc'r of 
1739 we see them iindi'r V(*rnon taking Porto- 
bello. We sc(^ the war of 1750 in which the 
Fnglisli Flec't became one of tlu* grc*at factors 
of the balance of power. In tlie Old (Greenwich 
Hosiiital Oemetery tliero is a great sipiare of 
grass l>eneath uhich lie* tlu’i bones of some 
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t'lnv^ thonsaiHl sofvrnen who .served in those 
w^^r.s of tiio eighti'cnlh eeiitiiry that estab- 
lished (as a stones n*eords) tlie Tiaval supremacy 
of Gri^at Britain. These wc're the nuui who 
“ died the iionoured recipients of li<*r gratitude ” 
and who with Ihtdr oflieers had bcjcn .sharers 
of Prize of War. 

The case of the Nieuwe V^riendscliap* is a 



THOMAS PHMBERTON.LEIGH, BARON 
KINGSnOWN, 1793-1867. 

For 20 years from 1844 was a leadint$ member of 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, and 
from 1854 at Lord Aberdeen’s request took special 
charge of appeals in Prize Ceases. 

secM>nd insttiiu*!' of jmi old case that illustrates 
(h<* hiw of priz(‘. WlK*ri war broke out between 
Itolhind and Kng]a.nd in 17S1, Cura(;ao was full 
of Dutch naa'cliantmen. including 11 h‘ America 
(\\ hieh was captured on 3Iarch 7, 1783, by 
H.M.S. Dolphin), the (hu'de frot*p, the Nieu\>e 
B<\solulie, and the Nieuwi' Xh'iendschap. The 
last laid sailed from Amsterdam on October 10, 
1780, and delivered her cargo at C^ura.f;ao, and 
war having bri)Iv(‘n out, there she dallied, taking 
in cargo of cotton and otla’r goods betwc'cn 
May, 1781, ancl Ji^nnary, 1783. Her master, 
Bernhardus Knuttc*!, was part owner of tlie 
ship and the lading. He was a Dane by birth, 
but Diitoh by doinieile. While hi.s shifi lay at 
Ciiraeao he was inh'nnerl by one of his eo- 

♦ Journal of Comparative Legislation, y.S. Yrl. XV. 
p. 150. 'Pho Case of tho,Ni( uwe Vricnd.'-chap, bytl. K. tl. 
do Moiitnioronry. 


owners that in July, 1782, the ship had been 
sold to a morehant of Ghent for a fair price. 
He aeqiiieseed. Xo money, however, was paid ; 
payment was to take pln.c<‘ on the safe return of 
the siiip. Snell was the wisdom of this mer- 
ehant f>f Client, a subject, of course, of the 
German Hm])eror and a ncnitral. Meantime, 
Knnttel, having little to do at (^iira 9 ao,^became 
a.Jso a burgher of (Jhent and a subject of the 
Holy Roman Empire, and having acJiieved 
thi.s di.st inet ion, he hoisted, on January 11, 
1783, the Imperial eolou -s and .set sail for 
Rmden in I^russiti, whi her his eargo wa.s 
apparently saftdy consigned. All went well 
till about four in the ciiilly and dusky afternoon 
of February 21, 1783, about 150 Dutch miles 
W.S.W, of the Scilly Isles. At that fateful 
spot and mona'iit th<* Nieuwe Vric;ndseha]) was 
suddc*nly brouglit to by gunfire. Comman<ler 
George i:5arnewel], of the privateer or letter 



SIR JOHN PATTESON. 1790-1861. 

“One of the very best and ablest judges that ever 
sat in Westminster Hall.’' 


of marque tin* Xh'gilant, of the l\)rt of London, 
luwl acted up <o the name of tJie ship and 
detected tliis floating presentment of the 
Holy Roman Kmpire. Knuttel was a cautious 
man, and .‘-urreiidered, and he and his ship and 
the alleged Dutch cargo wore carried into 
Rortsmoiitli. On July (i, 1784, Sir James 

Marriott condemned the ship and cargo. This 
deci'^itm of the Prize Court stirrejjj the souls 
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tho' Imperial Commatidcr and liisi eon- 
sigiioes, and they a.pp6>alod to the Lords Com- 
inission(‘rs of Appeals in Prize Courts, who 
sat to hear the ca’iso in tho Coeki>it at 
VMiitidiall, on March 7, 1780. Tho Lords 
Commissioners were Lord Camden, Lord 
< Irani ly and Sir Lloyd Ktaiyon, th(' Master of 
tho KoJls. Our intt'rest in the ease is tliat 
William Scott, afterwards Lord St()W(dl, a\ ho 
was destined to lay tho foundations of tlie 
Prize Law of tho world, wa.s on<' of tho counsel 
for the (-rown, while ho was f)p[)osed to that 
mightiest of all advocates, Tliomas l^lrskin(‘. 
Scott contendc'd that “ ships and cargo, heine; 



DR. SfHPHRN LUSHlNtiTON, M.P. 

Was judge of the Admiralty Chairt 1838-1857 and 
took over the jurisdiction of the Prize (Zourt. 


ill the situation tliat tliis ship uiid eai-go are 
proN'od tn lia\'e been, could not h’gally he 
]>urc*hased by a neutral: -md Mu' attempt to 
purcliaso them under such circuin’^t aiiees, in 
ordta* to resc'ue tluMU from the fhingc'r of ea.p- 
ture, must be considered a.s a. dejiarturc^ fr<»m 
their lunitrality and a Niolat-iou of the 
acknowledged rights of wa.r.” further con- 

tended tlnit even if such a sale u ere I(*gal in I a<-t 
lli(‘ .sal(* l)<‘fort* tho Court wa,s not a. ri'al sale. 
The (\)urt. was shaken hy hlrskine's count or- 
argument, and only decided against Lrskino, 
not on the Jaw, Init on the ground that it wa« 
not a hofici /ida sale. Scott liimself felt tin? 
dinieultii's of Ills position, and in 1807, a\Ih*ii 
he^laaird the ease of th(' 3lirierva, admitted 
tiiat there could ht‘ easi‘s whc*re mendiant ships 
locked intf) port by tlie enemy could be sold. 
Hut he was doubtful, and the point in IJlIo 
was not really clear, as the cast; of tin? Dacia 
showed. . Hut this may Ix^ said, that a 


sale to bo upheld must be absolutely fide 

anti contain no frauthih'iit or non-neutral 
element. 

A third e i-e ma\' he hric'lly in>t( d e.s in- 
dicating the trials, trouhlt'S* and \\iiirn"«‘s of 
tlio men of tlu' s<*a a hundn'd yt'ars a.gte Th»' 
Kliza a-nd Ivaty sailtx! uifh a cargo of >ugcr 
a.nd coffee, pipt's, staves, and cotton frt>m PJula5- 
del])hia to Htit t (M’dain, whit^h she long failtnl to 
rtMieh for two reasons. First, slit* ua.s seiztxl 
by the Polecat, a nimhk' ]>r' va.( eei*, witli a. just 
a.iid not very (?lt‘\'er eomma-ndta*. Mr. Cla.ashy. 
the master of the Kliza. autl Katy, was a. d<‘t(*r- 
mint'd seaman, who when the' Polecat appcei’cd 
frautlult'nt I n' concealixl Jiis frautluli'nt ja\)>crs 
and dt'tt?rmine<l to i-csisf. capture. “If tlie 
winti liatl IxMMi fa,voui*a.hh* wt* should havt? 
clajipt'd a stopper round th(' aiins a.Mtl ft't't^ 
of Ills honour tlu' jirizo mastei*. and have 
carried Jiim carefully to a French prison in 
Holland.’' As it wa.s, tin* eomma.ndt*r <*f the 
Polecat li*f him go, and then (tlu? seeoial 
reason) on Sepfi'mher 211, 1 sur>, ILM.S. Ariadne 
took the Fliza. a.nd Kat\' in hand. I'he master 
<lid ne)t surn*uder till sev«*ral sh(»ts had b(*en 
lin'd, and “ ht' would not ha.\»* brought to if 
lie liad known tha.t. the boa.t of the Aria.ihie had 
only thn?e rriunds on hoai'il.” 'The shi]) we*. 
hrouglM in for* ad iudica,! ion. a.nd Sir W illiani 
Scott jiislilied lln* si'cond eapturt* iiiaiei* all 
the* ei?*eumsta.nees of tin* ease in \ iew of tin* 
fiMuihileiit state of Hie ship's pa,pers, but tin* 
<‘argo was not suspect and w a.s r(‘ston‘<l ainl 
n*a<*hed Kottcnlaiu afle r all on payment of 
the ea.ptoi''s costs. 

In 1 iSt> I the Xa\a.| Prize* A<*l pla.e'(*d the* 
whole (picstieai of jii'ize* on a. newv statute)r\^ 
footing. 'L'In* High Court of Admiralty and 
e*V(*ry (Aairt of Admiralty or e>f \b’cc*-Admiralty 
or oHier (’ourt e*xe*r(*ising Admiralty juris- 
elie*tion w<*n* to he? Prize* Ceiurts. Tin? a.jipcal 
freaii tlii'sc Couits lay to the Judicial ('om- 
mitte'e* e>f the Privy (V)unoil. lOvi'ry slii]) 
take'll as ])rize* ha.fl foi'lliNNith without hulk 
]»re»ke*n t<> he* d(*ILv<‘re‘d t<) the* Marshal of 
tin* ('eairt, and tin* case was to he* ln*ard 
am?ording tei proe*(*dure* ])r(‘se*rihe*d hy the 
Act'. ’^I'Jn* epic'stion eif prize bounty was 
specially d<*alt with. Prize* beiunty at tin* 
rate of feir ea -h pi*rson on heiard tin* e*ni*my's 
ship at tiu* he'ginning eif tin? e*Tigage*nn*nt 
was to bii grantee I hy Proe'Iaiiait iein eir Order 
in (kinncil to oflie'e'rs and crew of a. slii|) of 
war^actmilly present at tin* taking eir dcstreiying 
of any arniod enemy ncsscI. It wa.^ a sub- 


310 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


stantial cncouragomont . An Order in Council 
doelaririg the intention of His Majesty to 
grant Prize Bounty to ofTicers and crews of 
His Majesty’s ships of war was published on 
March 2, 1915. A case of the greatest interest 
as to Prize* Bounty or “Head Money,” In the 
Matter of the Battle of the. Falkland Island 8 j 
was decided by Sir Samuel Hvans on December 
22, 191(5, when he held in the Prize (yOiirt 
that H.M.S. Canopus was not entitled to share 
in the sum of £12,000 whieli he had awarded 
in August, 1910, to the squadron of Admiral 
Sir Frederick Sturdee for the destruction of 
the Scharnhorst, Chudsenaii, Beipzig, and 
Niirnberg in the battle of December, 1914. 
She was not “ actually present ” at the des- 
truction though she [)robably hit the Oneisenaii. 

By a Koyal ProeIamati{)n f)f May 19, 
180(5, the distribution of jjrize money (which 
is, of course, dilTerent from ])rize bounty, 
being tiwi proceeds of sale of a prize) was 
placed on a mnv fooling, ’’riie flag officers 
were to hav(^ one-thirtieth of the net ])ro- 
ceeds arising from captured prizes in certain 
proportions ; one-t('nth of the remaindcjr was 
to go in the case of single ca])tures to the 
officer in command of the capturing vessel, 
or one tent h of t he whole if there were no flag. 
Th<^ remainder of the net proctHKls werc< 
directed to b(» distributed in ten classes “ so 
that each officer, man, and ])oy composing the 
rest of the complements of our ships, sloops, 
and vessels of war and actually on board at 
the time of any sucli capture, seizure, etc., as 
aforesaid, and every person ])resent and 
assisting shall receive shares or a share accord- 
ing to his class, as set forth in the following 
scale ” : these classes included the cliief gunner, 
the eliief boatswain, the chief carpenter, and 
their mates, the master -at -arms, the chief 
yeoman of t he signals, the captain of the forc^- 
castlo, tlie captain of the after-guard, the 
coxswains of the bargi* and pinnace, the 
exptains of tlu' main -top and the fore-tofi, 
the armourer's er<‘w, th(‘ lanq) trimmer, the 
fifer of marines. By a Boyal Proclamation 
of September 17, 1909, Her Majesty Queen 
\’i<*toria regulated according to a scheme 
referred to in the Prcxdamation the distribu- 
tion of the net proceeds of ]jrizes captured 
from the enemy and other captures. On 
August 28, 1914, it was decided by Order in 
Council to cancel this scheme and substitute 
a system of Prize Bounties or gratuities for 
more general distribution to the officers and 


men of the Naval forces, and the Admiralty 
was ordered to give the necessary directions 
lo bring this into effect. 

With the exception of seizures of pirates 
and slavers, cases that did not come before 
T’rize Courts, the prize provisions had no 
significance between 1864 and 1914. On 
August 5 of that year the law relating to 
Prize Co\u*t Procedure was amended ^ and 
an Order in Council was issued authorizing 
the Commissioners for executing the office 
of Lord High Admiral to require the con- 
stitution of a Prize Court with respect to 
the war with Cerinany, and this was repeated 
in the ease of Austria-Hungary on August 20. 
"I’his was followed, on September 80, by an 
Order in (Council conferring jurisdiction in 
matters of prize on certain British (Courts in 
Egypt. Zanzil^ar and (Cyprus, and authorizing 
the Admiralty to require the constitution of 
Prize (V)urts under the Naval Prize Courts 
Acts, 1804 to 1914, including the Act of Sep- 
tember 18 relating to Egypt, Zanzibar and 
Cyprus. Vrid(T the Prize (.-ourt Act of 1804 
(w4iich made ]>rovision for tlic formation in case 
of need of Priz(‘ Courts in British possessions 
oversea) Rules hacl lieen made by Orders in 
Council of July 18 and October 20, 1898. 
These were by an Order of Council of August 5, 
1914, repealed and m^w and elaborate Rules and 
Orders, known as the Prize Court Rules, 1914, 
came on that day into force. These Orders 
regulated thc‘ procedure in prize proceedings 
and settled also the procedure in (juestions of 
prize bounty and the distribution of prizt^ 
moneys. It was under these Rules, supple- 
mented by the ancient ])ractieo of the Court of 
Admiralty and by the decision of the President 
in doubtful cases, that the procedure of the 
British Prize Courts w'as regulate<l during the 
Great War. These Orders were varied in 
certain particulars from time to time during 
the war by Order in Council. By a Notification 
of October 8, 1911, issued by the Colonial Office, 
the constitution of Prize Courts in the 
Dominions oversea was announced. These 
Courts were to sit, if necessary, at Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, Albany, Hobart. 
Nassau, Hamilton (Bermuda), Oeorgetowm 
(British Guiana), Belize (British Hondurajg), 
Quebec, Halifax, St. John's (Nova Scotia), 
Victoria (British Columbia), Charlottetowm 
(Prince Edward Island), Colombo, Stanley 
(Falkland Islands), Suva (Fiji), Gibraltar, Hong 
Kong, Kingston (Jamaica), Antigua (Leew’ard 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


311 



THE “GERMANIA/* 

Herr Krupp von Holilen*s Racing Yacht, condemned in British Prize Court, October, 1915. 


Islands), Val(‘tta (Malta), Port Louis (Mau- 
ritius), St. Jolin’s (X<^\\'foun(lland), nuriedin, 
Wollington, Cliristcdiurcli, Auckland (Now 
Zt'aland) I'Yeotown (Siorra Loone), ( 'aot't o\n n’ 
Durban, Singa)K)re, Port of Spain ('rrinidad)* 
St. Luoia, Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, Karachi 
Rangoon, Aden in the Rod Sea. It was a noble 
list, a sonorous tribute to the s(*a pcaver and t h<* 
world power of an empire that wears in its 
diadem the Seven Sc*as ; this list has a Miltonic 
note, rolling out, in multitudinous syllables of 
every tongue and race, the history of sea-toil, 
sea-sorrow, and st»a-triumph tlirough thr<M‘ 
centuries of time, each name n'calling tlie 
endless adventures by sea and land tliat had 
made and were making the Km[)ire of tli<* 
Northern Isk*. 

In this place it will be useful to refer to souk* 
of the Prize Court deciisions of the Dominions.* 
Thus the case of the B('llas, a German banpa* 
loQrding cargo in a Canadian port (Port Riinon- 
ski) at the outbreak of war and seized on 
August 5, 1914, was heard in the Kxchecpier 
Court of (Canada (in Prize) by the President, 

* Sap llritinh and (-olottiol Prize (\tMrs, by 

E. C. M. Trehernp. 


.Mr. ,lustie(' C»iss(*ls, on Dc'cember 15, P.)14. 

Mr. Neweombe, K.(\, a|)pea.ring for lh<'! Crown, 
said that this was t h(' first occasion for ono 
huiHlred years in which a Prize Court bed sat 
in i^ritish North Amc'riea. Tlie ship and cargo 
were detained until furtlu»r orrler, and the claim 
<»f a Portuguese subject, who aJh'ged that tio 
bar(|uc' had be(*n transferrc'd to him before the 
outhr<‘ak of war whilst slie was on th('/ high 
s<*a.s, was dismissi'd, as the" nc*cc"ssary conditions 
of such a sale had nf)t b(M‘n complied with. On 
.January (i, 1915, (%itor, ,J., and (irain, J., 

sitting at Alexandria in ll.B.M. Prize; Ce)urt 
fe)r Kgy|)t, fe>unel that the; Knteufels of Breaneai 
was an euieany ship that had been prope*rIy 
se"ize"d as prize* by H.M.S. Warrior after having 
cemie ejut e)f l*e)rt Said by compulsion. On 
Octejb(‘r 30, 1914, C9iief Justice (.'oiler, in the 
Re)yal Ce)iirt e)f St. J.<ucia (in l^rizo) ce)nde*mned 
the Norwegian s.s. Thor for the unne*utral 
service of waiting to ce)al a (ierman cruiser. 
Whilst on this service she was ca[)turt*d by 
H.M.S. Berwick. On Novemb(*r 20, 1914, 

Sheriff, J., Ingham, J., and Bluck, J., sitting in 
Prize in the Supreme Court of Bermuda, con- 
demned the Leda, captured e^n voyage from 
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Rotterdam to Baton Rouge by H.M.S. Suffolk. 
On Docombor 14, 1914, Parvis, J., sitting in 
Priz.t' in H.M. Commercial Court for Malta, 
condemned tlie Krymanthos ; on December 1 (>, 
1914, Acting Chief Justice (lompertz, sitting in 
Prize in the Supreme Court of Hong Kong, 
released tlie Hanamotal, captured on August 21, 
1914, by. H.M.S. Triumph; in March, 191;1, 
Acting Chief Justice Woodward, sitting in Prize 


in the Supreme Court of the Straits Settlements, 
released the Pontoporos, which had been 
captured by a German cruiser and recaptured 
])y H.M.S. Yarmouth. Many other oversea cases 
might be cited. It is sufficient* here to have 
indicated the world-wide <4iaracter of. the 
British Prize Court svsteni. 

As a matter of record it is of interest to state 
briefly^the facts as to the first British prize 
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case after the’ Crimean War. On August 4, 
J914, the (Jerman sailing ship or barque f'hile. 
out of Bren ion, arrived without eargo in the 
lOast Bute l>ook, Cardiff. She was detained 
next day by tlie Colleetor of Customs in eon- 
soquenoe of tlie deelaraticin of war and a writ 
was issued by the J^roeurator-( general for hc*r 
condemnation. Sir Samuel Kvans lield that tlie 
vess(d was properly seized, but r(‘sc*rved tin* 
([uestion of e^indcMunation in view^ of the first 
arneJe of th(‘ Hague (\in vent ion, 1907, Xo. (>. If 
under that article ({ermany had granted an\' 
days of grace to Hritish ships in (jJerman ports 


"imila.r da\ s \»oiild la* granO d b>- tlie British 
( h)\'(*rimient and the ship would not In* cr>n- 
denined. Tlie (lerman < h)V(?rnTnent, witli 
characteristic savagery' and want of foresight 
granted no such day^s, with the r(‘sult that th<‘ 
(’bile and other vessels were condemnt'd. A 
inorc' inten'sting case was that of the Marie 
(Jlaeser. On August 1. 101 1, this steaiiishiji. of 
till' port of liostock, ])ut out from Bristol, boun<l 
for Archang(‘l in ballast. Thrt'c days later she 
ran into Barry for coal a,nd left, the saiiu* <lav, 
10 hours liefore the dt'claration of war took 
eflect. The next day, at about four in the after- 
noon, she was ca])tured at sea by H.^T.S. 
(hbraltar, and the ma-iter, Albert Schroed(‘r, 
was informed of the fact of war. A iirize cnwv 
was put on board and tlie next day the ship was 
ti\ken into (Uasgow and prize*, proceedings wert* 
begun against tht» ow nets and partiivs iiiterest(*d. 
Now' it so happened that, though the sliip w'as 
^iwmed by a German lirnited liability company, 
it w'a.s {bond fide) mortgaged to a Dutch company 


of Dordrecht , and the mortgagees claini(*d to he 
paid off out of the proceeds. I^ut Sir Samuel 
h.vans w'oukl not listen to the claim, and said 
thar he would not liave listened to it if it had 
biM'ii made by a British mortgagee. “ TIk* 
truth is (hat. capture of i*nemy v('ss(‘ls a.t s«*a 
during war would he a liazardous and almost 
wnrthlc'ss right of bi'lligerents if the <*a.pt ors w ere 
confronted witJi siK*h elaiins as art* put forward 
in this ea.se, or if mortgages gave to inortgag(‘(‘s 
jirior rights to thosi' ot the captor.” 441 ** learnt*d 
I*ri‘sid(»nt dis(Missed the* position in the light of 
(he Declaration of J'aris of l8o(>. whi<*h wa.s 


iind is biiuling law on the British Prize Courts. 
4’Jie I )otrlara.tioii stated t Jiat “ nc'utral goods not 
contrabajid of war are not liable to confiseation 
under the eniMiiy's tlag.” 'I’lie I )c*claral ion di<l 
not deal with shi[)s or intcri^sts in ships at nil, 
nor has any" Prizo (’ourt iii any war ever hc'ld 
that tiic l^ccla.ra.t ion applit^d to ships. But, 
then*, was another ground for ix*fusing th(^ claim 
of the mort ga.gces. “ Tht* fact that the v('ss<*l 
was sailing uiuler tlie G<*rman Hag, with ])aj)ers 
<*nti(ling her to do so, and navigated by a 
Gcriiuin ina.st<‘r in tlu* comnu'i'ce of the German 
Kinpin* would be fatal to th(‘ir claim.” This 
view had biH*n ass(‘rt(*d by Dr. Westlake befon* 
the war and w'as ap])li(*d in this very obvious 
cast*. 

The ca.scsof the Tommi and the Kolhersand 
rais(*<l a different and a very intt^restiiig issue. 
Tlie German sailing ship Toinini, belunging to 
th<^ Norddeut.se he Kraftfuttc.r Gcsellschaft, of 
Hamburg, sailed out of Dantzig in July, 
19t4, with molasses, and after calling at 



S.S. “OPHHldA.* 

hquipped as a (jeiman hospital ship, but also provided with siitnaUin)^ apparatus of exceptional 
capacity, the “Ophelia’* was seized by the British in October, 1914. It was shown she had never 
received any sick or wounded, and she was condemned as lawful prize on May 21, 1915. 
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Cuxhaven on July 28, arrived at Gravesend 
on August 5 and was detained as prize. 
On the same day the Kothcrsand, belong- 
ing to the same company, was snnilarl 3 '' 
d(?tainod at Kirkcaldy. A very interesting little 
story is associated with these sailing ships. The 
(Jennan owners were nervous and by wire on 
August 1 offered to sell these ships to the 
Sugar Fodder Company, of Mi II wall. “ The 
(ierman company had control of the Fnglish 
company,’* and when it offered to sell the 
English company had to bu^^ ; so Mr. Gunther, 
representing the English company, cabled his 
acrceptance. Now on August 1 war began 


remained German ships. But even if the pro- 
perty had passed, if the transfer had been valid, 
the case was not concluded. The English 
company was a more creature of the German 
company, which owned nine-tenths of the 
shares of the English company, a company that, 
moreover, did not contain a single shareholder 
of British nationality. “ Whether a company 
consisting entirely of aliens can own a ship is a 
question which probably lias never arisen, and 
it has therefore never been decided. ’ ’ Sir Samuel 
Evans was not prepared to say that under such 
circumstances those vessels could not be 
regarded as German vessels. His view has since 



iFMwlt i".- Frv. \hllinU c- Fry. 

SIR EDWARD CARSON, LORD MNLAY. SIR JOHN MELLOR, K C.B. 

First Lord of the Admiralty, Lord Chancellor, 1916. H.M. Procurator-General and Solicitor 

1916. to the Treasury since 1909 


between (h'rniany and Russia, and, said the 
3’resident in delivering judgment of condemna- 
tion, “ \ have grave doubts whether there was 
not an apprehension in the mind of Mr. Gunther 
- 1 have graver doubts wliether tiiere was not 
an a[>prohension in the mind of Mr. Schrader, in 
Hamburg - as to the itniiiiiieiice of war between 
Gi*rmany and this country at that time.” But, 
in any event, tlie transfer was made in order to 
defeat the right of a belligerent. ” Russia, or 
any t)tlier Power vliich beeaiiio a belligerent, 
would have the right to capture the vessels at 
sea if they remained tiJermaii sliips.” Could such 
a transfer with such an intention be rightfully 
made ? Sir Samuel Evans, after an elaborate 
eonsideration of the cases bearing on the subject 
and the provision. (57) of the Declaration of 
l^ondoh, came to the conclusion that the alleged 
transfer was not valid, and that the ships, foy all 
purposes coni\ected with the Prize Court, 


been upliold, and very eniphatieally upheld, by 
the House of Lords in the Continental Tyre 
ease. 

We now turn from molasses to fish, to the 
V’ery interesting coast fislieries cose associated 
with the name of the (German cutter the Berlin. 
The British Fleet was pretty busy on August 5, 
1914, and there were not many German sea- 
going ships tliat were missed. In the fore- 
noon of that day H.M.S. Princess Ro^^al, a 
hundred miles from the British coast and 
some five hundred miles from Ernden in 
Prussia, fell in with the Berlin, of Eindon, a 
drift fishing boat, with barrels empty and 
barrels full of the pleasant lierrings of the 
Nortli Sea. The Berlin was handed over to 
the s.s. Ailsa, and carried intq ^Vick in the 
early morning of August 0. She had been 
busily fishing or trawling in the mid North 
Sea. The question before the Court was 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


815 



SIR SAMUEL THOMAS EVANS, G.G B., 

Judge of the Prize Court. 

whether she was jiriiiiuiie from ea]jture as a selves to tlie peae(‘ful work which tlie industry 

coast fishing vessel. The subject had long ])ropcrly involves.” Ihit the learned rresident 

been one of extraordinary interest to inter- held that in fact the Berlin was “ a deep-sea 

national lawyers, and the history of the sub- fishing vessel engaged in a commercial (‘uter- 

joct was reviewed at great length by Mr. ])risc which formed part of the tra^le of the 

Justice Gray (U.S.A.) in a case arising out of enemy country, and, as such, could bo, and was, 

the Spanish-American war of 1898. Sir Samuel proi)erly captured as prize of war.” 

Kvans laid down the doctrine and jiractice of One oi the most important cases that came 

the law of nations that “fishing vessels plying before the Brize Court during the war was the 

their industry near or about the coast (not case of the Kim, the htuiring of which lasted 

necessarily in territorial waters), in and by more than a fortnight during the months of 

which the hardy jjcoplc who man them gain July and August, 1915. The cas*^ dealt with 

their livelihood, are not properly subjects of lower than lour '^hips, the Kim, the Alfred 

capture in war so long as they confine them- N\)bel, the iSjornstjeme Bjomson and the 
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l^Vidlarid, all of which were in the siiine cate- 
gory. Xertrly 40 counsel were engaged in 
the grc'at suit ; vSir Kdward (.'arson led for the 
(Jrown, and Sir Robert Finlay (wlu) became 
Jjord (’hancellor in 101(5) a])peared for certain 
parties. 'riu‘ Kitti was a Xorwegian shi[i 
undi'T* time charter to an Amerif^an company 
controlled by (Germans. It sailed on Novem- 
b(*r 11, 1014, fnan Xew' York with a gr('at 
(;argo of fats and foodstulTs, rubber and hid(^s, 
<^onsign(*d to Ojpeiihagen. TIkj Kim w*is 
captured on th(‘ liigli seas on Xovember 2S. 
1014, and its cargo was seized on the ground 
tliat (h(^ food was conditional and the rubber 
absolute c-ont rabanrl. The oth(‘r sliips were ifi 
a similar case ns to (joiiditional contraband. 
4'he total cargoes of these shif)s amounted 
to 70,237,706 lbs. in weight, including 
10,252,000 Ihs. of lard, or tiiirtetm times thf‘ 
(luantity of lard normally imported into Den- 
mark in the croursc' of a yc'ar. This vvas part 
of a far larger opc*ration. In October and 
Xo\emh(‘r, 1014, the amount of lard sent to 
Scandinavian lOuropc^ we>s iK'arly (50 tim(‘S the 
^amount s<‘nt in th<* same t wf) mont hs in 1013. 
It wns n.n overwla'lming inf(*r('iH*(' that prac- 
tically th(^ whole of this lard was intcaided for 
or w(ail<l (ind its way into Oermaiiy. Dirt'ct 
imports into (Icrmany had practically vanished, 
while in 1013 (h'rmniiy had imfjor(<*d nt'arly 
70 million Ihs. Much of tlu^ foo<l in these 
ships was of tlu* tyj)e ^uj)plicd not- to ci\ilians 
but by the same Amerieaii firms to British 
trooj)s in tht* fiekl. 'Thest* American linns 
were jOcasingly Ticutral. They were ])repared 
to suf)ply the sinews of war to both armies. 
Xtav ('op(*nhag('n was a eonvenient spot 
wheiKM* to transmit goods to (4(‘rmany, and 
the cliief trade between Copenhagtui and (Ger- 
many was shown in this case t() have been 
through laib('f‘k. Stettin, and Hamburg. 
Liibeek wtls a (lerman naval bast‘ ; St(*ttin 
was a garrison town, and lh(‘ headtjuarters of 
an army corps. “ It has," said Sir Samuel 
Kvans in his judgment, " also shipbuilding 
yards where wCorshijjs are eonstrueted and 
rc'paired. It is Berlins nearest seaport. It 
will be rememb(M*(‘d that one t'f the ))ig shipping 
(^ompanii's asked a Danish firm to beeoine 
nominal eoiisignees for g(K)ds destined for 
Stettin. Hamburg and Altona had ceased 
to be the eommereial ports dealing with 
(‘ommerco coming through the North Sea. 
They wore headquarters of various regiments. 
Copenhagt'n is also a <‘onv’i'nient |jort for cpin- 


munieation with the German naval arsenal 
and fortress of Kiel and its Gxrial, and for all 
places reached through the (Janal. These ports 
may proj)erly be regarded, in my opinion, 
as bases of supply for the enemy, and the 
cargoes destined for these might on that short 
ground bo condemned as prize. But I prefer, 
especially as no particular cargo can definitely 
be said to be going to a particular port, to deal 
with the cases on broader grounds.” 

Sir Samuel Kvaiis, after a masterly survey 
of tb<‘ liistory of tlie doctrint> of (kaitimious 
\'oyago as ap[)liod to contraband, stated that 
lie had no Iiesitation “ in pronouncing that 
in my view' the doctrine of continuous voyagt*, 
or transportation, both in relation to carriagt* 
of contraband absolute and cijiiditional by 
sea and overland, has become part of 
the law' of nations at the commotieemont 
of the pres(‘nt war, in ac<*or(lance.? with the 
princif)les of recogniztHl legal decision, and 
with the vii^w of the gri'at body of modern 
jurists, and also with tlu* ])ractie<» of nations 
in nM*(*nt maritinu* warfare." Was, (hen, 
('openhag(‘n merely au osterisihle destination, 
and if so, was it possible to asiicrtain the real 
destination, in li'gal fashion, of tlu^se vast 
stores of goods ? First of all, the test should 
bo Hp£)lied as to whether these stones w(Te 
inlcndofl to b(*come part of^tlu' common stuck 
of Denmark. 43iat was a test a century old. 
Tliere w’as nothing new in it. Again, were the 
eonsigmnents "to order or assigns ” ? If so, 
it vvonltl 1)0 a (*ir<*innstaucu* of suspicion. Sir 
Samuel Bvans liad no ilifliculty in finding that 
the cargoes were on their way at the time 
of capture to (lerman territory as their actual 
and real destiiiatiou. Jhit w ere I hey iutc*nded 
for Gov'ernmenial or military use ? They 
were suited to such use and “ even assuming that 
they were iiidiseriminately distrihuted between 
the military and civilian population, a very 
large proportion would bo used by the military 
forces.” But could cognizance of this be 
brought home to the .shi])per.s ; had they the 
hdenlion of supplying the armed forces of the 
enemy ? It was certainly tlie “ highly probable 
destination.” Sucli a destination satisfied 
Don! Stowell on the question of intention, and 
it satisfied Sir Samuel Evans. It was clear to 
him (and to everyone, oven the shippers, w^o 
may presume) that the cargoes were not onlj' 
on the w’ay to Germany “ but also to tlu* 
German Government and their forces for 
naval and military use as their real ultimate 
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cle.st illation. To hold the contrary would 
to aJlow one's eyes to bo filled by the dust of 
theories and technicalities and to be blinded 
to the realities of the case.” Consequently the 
cargoes (save such part as was for use in 
Scandinavia) were condemned as lawful ))rize. 
It was a prize that w^ould have rejf)iced the 
heart of Drake or any other man who rwor 
sailed the Spanish main in search of goklen 
galleons ; perhaps the greatest prize that 
ever sailed the seas, these Falstaftian gall<‘ons 
of lard. 

A reckless decision of the Hamburg Prize* 


master had conversation witli the customs 
ofHcer. Early next morning ho weighed anchor 
and proceeded under way for Cranton, eight 
miles farther up the Forth, and on this voyage 
w^as captured byH.M.S. Kingdovo in territorial 
waters. Was th*^ ship captured at< sea or in 
port ? It was urged that the sliip was captured 
in port, and was tlu-reforo only subje(*t to 
<lctcntion. The President allow^ed the owner 
to elaim the beiutit of tht^ Hague (knuention 
on tlni suhjc'ft in notable words : 

'riio sliDiild cotiforin tt) sound idoas of wliaf 

is fair and jiisl. Wht'ii a of passions risos and rnpos 



SHIP’S CUTTRR ON TDK WAY 
Court in April 11)1.5, the case of the Ma.ria., in 
which wheat shipped bi'fon^ the war to In land 
from the Unitetl State's on a Dutcli ship was 
condemned, w'as quoted in the* case* ed’ the* 
Kim by Sir Samuel Evans “as an e*xampl(* e)f 
the <iase witli which a Prize ('oiirt in (Ie*rmany 
‘hacks its way through’ botia Jide ee>mmeTe*inl 
transactions whe*n dealing witli foexlstuifs 
carried by neutral \ e'sseds.'’ 

The* case ejf the Me>we, a Oernian me rchant 
sailing ship of the peirt of Khandermeien*, was 
of a considerable interest. Her master and 
owner hael brought her out of Nordeney beiiinel 
for Ho’ne*ss in the Firtli of Forth. Petween 
7 and 9 of the clock on the evening of August 4, 
1914, the sliip arriveel near INIorrison’s Havr;ii, 
and anchored 'a mile off the cre^ek, and the? 


TO EXAMINE A MERCHANTMAN. 

a.' a natiiral n ^.ull aic li a calainitnns .scric^ ot var.-^ 
as llu* prns<‘nl it hclio.is a (’oeirt of Jnsticn lo pn‘scr\t* 
a raliii and atlitndi* in all cont roveTsias 

fortio liofoiv* it for dorisitm, not only wlioii ilu'y aonfoPn 
iinntrals, hnt also whan tlu*y may aiTcct cnainy ^^nl)j^•^t^. 
Jn liiiic's of jMwu'j* tiu* Admiriilty t’onrts of tins realm 
arc appe'.'ilod t«i l>y pni»plc of all nat ionalit ie\s wlio ••mkxu*' 
111 coinninriM' upon flu* s('a'^ with a confide'nca that ri^Iit. 
will Im* tlono. iSo, in tin- nnfiiippy and dire* timos of war, 

I he (’oiirl of I’ri/.o, as a, Oourt of jnstii-i*, will, it is 
hope*d, show tliat it, holds i*ve*nly tlm sculas lirlwiTn 
friond, iie’.utral, and fo«‘. A imnwhanl who is a citi/f ii 
of an f*neMny aoniitry would not nimalni’ally <*\pr<l 
lliat w'lwMi lJu* Stiilo to which Im hclon^^s, and otlicr 
•States witli which it may unhappily he at war. ha\o 
honml Ihoinst'lvos hy formal and solemn coiivcntioiiH 
<!caHng with a stato of war like* those? formulated at the? 
ITaxuo in 19117, he* sh(?nlel have Iho hcm*tit. ot the* provi- 
sions eif such in ternat iona I ce>inpae*ts. {Th<^ Law 

Hence the Pre?side3nt he*ld that “ w h(*iie*ve*r an 
a]ie,fi enemy conceives that he is entitled to any 
prote 3 ction, privilege? e)r re*lief under any of the 
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Hague Convent ions of 1907, he .sluill he entitled 
to appear as a claimant or to argue Jiis ease' 
before this Court.” The privilc'gc^ did not, in 
fact, help the master of the Mowe, for t])e word 
” port ” was lield by the Court to be used in the 
t’onvention in its popular and not its fisenl 
sense, and lliat, th(*refore, tlii^ v(\ssel was 
” taken at sea ” and was <?ondemned as lawful 
{.wize. 

The story of the Roumanian is of consideraht 
interest and importance. This large tank 
steamship, ounefl by the Petroleum St<‘ams]up 
Co., Ltd., of London, and under ehart<‘r to lht‘ 
Doutseh Petroleum \’’erkaufs Co., of Hamburg, 
put out from Port Arthur, Tt‘\as. b<‘fore 1 h<‘ 
outbreak of war with a. <*argo of o\e]- (hOOU tons 
of petroleum, the prop<*rfy of tlie h]«iropiiisehe 
l'(*troleuni Cnion (Jesc'llsehaft, of Hremen. 
Hamburg was tli(‘ port of diseh:M-g<‘. TJie 
Roinnanian sately rt'oehed the Knglish (iiaruu'l, 
wh(m the owiK'rs, on the insl met ions of !hc‘ 
Knglish Admiralt y, signt^.lled Irom J*rawl<‘ l*<»int 
lhn.< the shi[> should go into Dartmouth for 
«)rders. TIuto she* \^■as dire(*ted to ]>roe<‘f‘d to 
the '.rhames. Having reached ( Jravesend, t he 
l*hnnn('l pilot informed the mnstcr that the 
owners had dinx’ti'd him to [)roe(‘ed lo Ihirfle(‘t 
and discharge the oil into tfn‘ir tn-nks there. 
'Phis was don<‘ hy lucnms of eonne<*tiTig ])ipes on 
August 21 2 1, niid while t]i<* t M,sk w >i.s in 
])rogress the chief otlieer W’as intormed that tls* 
('argo W’as under d(*tent ion. In Xo\<*m))er the 
('rowii a])plifd to the l*ri/i’ (Van*! asking lor the 
c'ondemna.t ion of tia* wliolt* f)l the' ejirgo as 
lawful pri'zt‘, being (Mieiny pro])c‘i*ty. I Ja* Court 
lield Hint it was clear that the oil remaining on 
honixl nt the time of (he onl(‘r for detention was 
eonfiseahle as prize. 1’he JJagia* ( Nmv cnl ion. 
No. t>, was not. a])}>licable, thougli the oil was 
in port at the tina' of t he seiznn% sinee ( U rmaiiy 
had nev’er assentcal to it. Rut wer<* tla‘ LS09 
tons already discharged eonfiseahle as priz(*s 
and droits of thi^ Admiralty ? Wtis tla* oil “ on 
lan<l " or st ill ” in port ,” and if ” on laial w as 
it immune from seizure* V 'Phe old praeHee wa.< 
eertninly to seize. (*iiemy |)roperty on laud, hut 
a t('nd<*ncy was fipc'rative at (hat date to save 
from confiscation private iiroporty on hual. 
All enemy property - -sliips as well a'< ea.rg«> 
may be captured /w c hrdfi on tla* sea. e»r in 
rivers, ports and harbours of the* capturing 
belligerent. Now' the oil was enemy cargo and 
as such liable to seizure. Could that right he 
evaded by the simple device of racing to Hit* 
enemy country and landing the cargo ? “ W’hat 


:n9 

right of entry had it iiilo Ha* country ? Wliat 
right had it to expect profeet ion in tliis country 
at soin(‘on(*'s cart* and expen.so, for tla^ sake of 
its owners. , . . 'Phe oil came intti port as 
maritime mt‘rt*han(hc.s of Ha* enemy subject to 
srizure, and, in my opinion [.said Sir SamiK^i 
Kvansj, tla* vviiole of it rtanained such until it 
wa,s actually formally s(‘izcd on helialf of tla* 
Hrt)wn tin August 22. I canntit stx* how’ or hv^ 
what ]>roc<‘ss tla* ptirtion of it vvliich wa-s at 
one end of tlie |>ip<‘ in Ha* tanks on short* hail 
et*as(*d tn la* s(‘izab!i* t*nemy cargt) any inort* 
Ham tla* portion ivnaiining in the ship at tla* 
other end had. In iny opinion, Ha* view that 
oia* pju’t w a.*^ s(‘i’/,t‘d in port, tiiul tla* otla'i* on 
laial a.ial not in port, would la* pedantic and 
eiTon(a)iis.'’ 'Phis doeisitui was afiinned hy tla* 
Privy Council in Novemlu'i* IDir). In 1 SOo 
Ha‘n* laid bt*(‘n a. similai’ east*. Wlieii laislili- 
ties hrokt* out with Kranet* on May Ifi, I SO. ‘5, 
fla*r(* wtis lying at IbMiisgatt* ft>r rejiair in 
Ha* yard of John Kri(*ial a ship called Ha* 
Marit* Ama*. Parts of Ha* cargo hatl been 
w a.rt*hoiist‘d. Mr. Priend. a. shrt'wd f(‘llow 
of evet‘ll(*nt jialgmt'Ul, suspected the ship to 
gootl ]>ui’pose iual math* up his mind that sla* 
a.nd the earg(> alike were KreTa‘h. Ht* ma.na.g<*d 
to SI el I re the pa|)(‘rs a.)al (loeima*nt.s relating to 
tla* ship and cargo aia) earri<‘d off tla^ naisti r of 
(he Marie Anne to l)(*al for (*xa.inination in 
i>rder to obtain adjudication. 1Ja* ship and 
cargo wen* eondc*mMi*d as droits of Admira-lly 
a.iicj n‘ah’zed the net sum of t^2,(»t'7 Is. Stl.. ot 
which sum Mr. Pric ial, to hi*< gr(‘at. satisfatJ ion, 
vi’iinxl H.(‘ sum of t’lOO as a reward. It is a.u 
entertaining ease, and the a.c*(ion of Mr. Priend 
la-lped tosettle Hiefati‘of Ha* Roumanian more 
than a e(*ntiiry la.t(*r. All Ha* oil sei'zed in Ha* 
Roumariia.il was, therefore, coiideinned to Ha* 
thrown as prize in the Crown’s rights as droits 
of Admiralty. It should he (*xpla,ined that all 
captures in purl are droits of Admiralty and 
belong to Ha* Crown, and n<»t to any captor. 

It is interesting at this point to notice in a 
few lines the ]a>.sjtion of Knglish or neutral 
persons interested in eiaiiiy ships or goods at 
M*a. Thus, as we. hav(* .seen, with Ha^ Marie 
(Jhieser it was deeiihd that no mortgages, 
liens or eharg<*s upon an enemy ship could ]>e 
.set up in an lOnglisli Rri/i* (’onrt against the 
raptors. Again, in Ha* ea.si-s of the Ode.ssa 
and the (’ape Corso it wa.s laJd that a Prize* 
(Vairt does not r<*<r<»giiiz<* the right. « of pl(*<lge(‘s 
of cargo. 1’he Prize* (Vinrt had never in this 
matter dj.stingiiisla*d }a‘twe(*n enemy ship and 
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<*Hrgo. “ In my jiirigiaent, the only safe- 
guarding principle is to ascertain who are the 
legal owners of the cargoes ; and if the goods 
arc found to he the property in law of an 
enemy to coiidomn them ; or if they are the 
property of neutrals or British subjects to 
rf'lease them, as was done in the Miramchi.” 
In that case a cargo })ad been sliippod on a 
f>ritish vessel to a (U*riiian firm by a neutral 
under a C.T.F. contracjt before the war. In 
such a case the property in th(» gootls had not 
passed to the eiicTny, and so in the prize 
proco(^fIings that followed capture in Sep- 
tember, 1914, the Crown was unsuccessful. In 
that case it was argia^d that as the cargo was 
in a British ship it was not capturable, although 
it was <memy jjroperty. The President ro- 
jt'cted til is now proposition in Prize law. 
“In my view it is abundantly clear tliat 
enemy goods carried in British vessels arc 
subject to seizure in }>ort and eapture at sea 
in times of war.” 

The case of the Ojihelia is one that affords 
the student of (human methods peculiar 
sat isfaction. This Gorman steamship formerly 
traded between London and Hamburg, and 
belonged to the Kierstein Conifiany, Ilamburg, 
aiifl on August 3, 1914, was in the port of 
I^ondon. On tliat <(ay she was directcrl by 
the (U^rmaii (Jovernmcuil to proct‘ed to a 
Cerman port on military duties, and here 
begins the romariee f>f a (German hospital ship. 
She sailed at noon on the fateful 4th of 
August with 344 iiassengers. On August 5 
she was directed by a torpetlo boat to go to 
Heligoland, and thence she went up the Elbe 
and reachcul Hamburg on August 10, There 
(luT log stated) she was relit t(ul as a hospital 
ship, and on August 13 was ])iloteil down the 
Elbe, passed through the Kaiser Wilhelm 
(Wial into the Baltic anrl to Kiel, and (so said 
the log) fitted as a hospital ship. By" Sep- 
tember 5 she is at Cux haven, on September 12 
at Brimsbiittel in the North Sea. The pro- 
\ ions day she rocei\'ed her certificate for use 
as a hosjiital shij). On September 18 she 
leav(5S Brunsbiittel Koog ami passes down the 
Elbe to Cuxhavoii, the optui sea and Heligo- 
land, where she loiters for three weeks and 
tlien moves to Wilhehnshaven roadstead and 
wanders up and down the Oormaii coast, is at 
Heligoland again on October 10, and, resuming 
her wanderings, remrhes the coast of Holland. 
On October 8 submarine D 4 had her under 


special cibservation. She was painted as a 
hospital ship, but flew no national flag. On 
sighting the submarine she hoisted the Red 
Cross flag, and fled to escape search, sub- 
sequently hauling down the Red Cross flag. 

“ There was nobody in the neighbourhood, and 
nobody for a hospital ship to aid. With the 
exception of a Cerinan submarine, which I saw 
about 20 miles farther west at 10.30 a.m. on the 
7th, and a Zepj^elin at about 2.45 p.m. on the 
7th, T saw nothing besides the Ophelia on 
the 7th, 8tli or 9th. The German submarine 
dived as soon as she saw me. She appeared 
to be outward bound to sea.” 1'he lioiitenant- 
eommander of the British submarine liad no 
doubt that the Ophelia was scouting. The 
log of the Ophelia seemed to confirm this view. 
H.M.S. Meteor on October 18 stopped the 
Opliolin, searched her, dismantlod lier wireless, 
and carried her into Sheornc*ss. The British 
Oovermnont were anxious if the innocence of 
the ship was proved to restore lier to her 
rightful status. The eeise was argu(*d at 
immense^ loiigtli on May 3, 4, 5, (5, 1915, and 
eventually on May 21 tlie IVesidont held 
that slu? was on the evidence lawful i>rize, , 
having forfeited the ])rot(H*,tion of the Hngiie 
(^)nvontion by the fact that s})o was not \is(^d 
for tlio special and sole purpose of affording aid 
and relief to tlie wounded, sick and slnp- 
wTOcktMl ; that she made no real effort to 
rcmier such service ; that she was w ell equipped 
as a signalling vessel, and had used h(-r equip- 
ment f(jr tliis purpose without satisfactory 
explanation. The case of the Ophelia was a 
striking lesson in tlu‘ abuse of fhe Hague Con- 
ventions by the Gormans. 

It is not necessary liere to deal further with 
the numerous eases that- arose in the Prize 
Courts of Great Britain and are fully reported 
in 71ie Liw Reports^ The Titne.s L tiv Reports^ 
and other law reports. Sufficient has been 
said to indicate the enormous importance and 
wide range of this branch of law ; the extroine 
value of its historical associations, and its 
significance os a link between many nations as 
the only Court which administers in entirely 
judicial fashion the Law of Nations without 
fear or favour. It was fortunate for Great 
Britain that at the appointed time there arose 
in Sir Samuel Evans a judge who could carry 
on in adequate fashion the great work that 
l^ord Stowcll performed in the Napoleonic 
wars. 
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MUNITIONS OF WAR, 1916 . 

>rATIpKAL FaCTDKIKS Ol TPUT OK Kxi’f.OSU KS (UiN AND SMALL Arms AMMirNlTION pRj^MA- 
ruBBft ’’ AND “ Blinds ” - Manufacturk ok (JJuns, Machine (3uns and Riklks liAROCK ScFi’i.r 
-WOMKN IN Munitions Ka(!Tories Industriai. Kvtkjiie W elfare 


.losFiMi pj:nnkij;s piotums 

m / ■ w(»rk may be regarded ns 

^ ^ y M symbolical of tlio mighty effort 
put forth by (b*eat Britain for tlie 
production of shells and ammunition after th(‘ 
tortjiation of thc^ Ministry of Munitions in May, 
1 9 16,',; and thend’ore tliey may filly be aceom- 
panied with a brief a<*(;onnt of the r<‘siilts of 
t hat pffort clown to the period c)f the Jhittle of 
the Somme, with which they were, roughly.. 
( ‘.oiitornporajteo us . 

It ha^t already been told (Chapter XCIlf.) how 
prompt were the measures taken by Mr. Lloyd 
( leorge, the first Minister of Munitions, to 
mobilize thf‘ (•nginoering resources of tlie 
•^oniiiry, and b(»w, with the cooperation of the 
.great armament firms, a score of national muni- 
fions factories had been erectiMl by Uie following 
.'Uitumu, while arrangements had been made to 
si^t up 11 othc'Ts. Lc^ss than a year later thcTe 
were 96 national factories working for the land 
Service. Among these were 22 (loncerned wit h 
the inauufa(3ture of explosivt's and ttie raw 
matcHals for them ; 18 for filling gmi and 

trench, mortar ammunition, one of which was 
dealinig with nearly tM'ice as much as Woolwieh 
Arsen^, which for the tirsl 18 months of tlie 
war, ‘carried jiracjtmally the whole burden of 
com^lotihg ammunition ; six (aM|iloye.d in 
turnjug .out: cartridges and cartridge cascjs : 

factories managed by loiJal boards of 
mari^^0^ient ''under the supervision of the 
1^ projectile factories engaged, 
managc^^ of large engineering 
vised by * the Ministry, in making 


h(‘a\v shell iu buildings all ordered, plaiuK'd 
aiifl built by llu' Ministry, ddicse last wore in 
various stage's of completion, hut thougli 
th(‘y had develojx'd barely half of tlieir full 
productive l apacity, they wore already turning 
out 2r> per ceiit. of the heavy shell produced 
iu the (xainfry. 'Pheir buildings eovei*ed an 
area of 70 acres, and the hays of which tliey 
consisted, with an average hreadtii of 14 feet, 
had a total length of 15 miles. 'Plic^y <’i>ntained 
10,000 machine tools, driveri by 17 miles of 
shafting with an expendituri^ of 26,000 horsto 
|M)vver, and th(*ir daily output would till a train 
a mile long coiujiosimI of 40(> wagons. 

The r<‘sul(s yielded by this vast array of 
maiiufaid ui'ing capacity may he exhibit cfl by 
means of a hwv com])arative tigures. To take 
<\\plosi\ <*.s fijst , for every ton us(mI in Septc^mber, 
1014, there, wia’e 850 tons used in the following 
duly. At, the lat ter date the new’ fa<itories were 
only in their initial stages, hut as they gradually 
got. into WT)rkirig order the effeet is apparent 
from t he cinaimstance that in duly, 1910, t hi‘ 
coiTesj)onding figures wtxs 11,000 to 12,000. If 
t he avtx-age amount of explosive. use<l in <*hargitig 
shells in one wee.k in danuary, 1910, lie taken us 
100, t h(‘ flgurt^ had risen to 180 in April, 590 in 
.Inly, 920 in October and 1,120 in November. 
Kor trench mortar ammunition and grenades 
the consumption of e.xplosives in<!rease(l, on 
the basis of 100 in .March, 1910, to 121 in dune, 
140 iu September and 151 in November; at 
thi3 last date indeed the production had reached 
a point beyond which it seareidy sinaneil 
nects.wy to go. In the year ending INTay, 1 9 1 ti. 
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the iiiirnbor of bombs was multiplied 33 iiiuos, 
and in the same ]joriod the weight of the c^x- 
plosive eontninod in them ineroas<}d 150 times, 
in one? year the output of rifle and revolv’er 
(?Hrtri<Igos was nearly trebled, for calling tlie 
wet^kly production 100 in June, 1015, it was 
280 in tlie following June ami 290 in Noveiiiber, 
10 It). 

Similar a-dvamres wt^rci made in artillery 
ainmunition. If the average weekly production 
at the end of .lime, 1015, be taken os 1, then 
for l8'pound(‘rs it was tij on the av(^rag(^ for the 
HU(MXMHling yi‘ar, 17^ iti the last woi^k of .lum', 
1010, and 4*^ in the week t*ndiiig No\’<‘inb<‘r 25. 
Kor 4’5 inch field liowitzers it inereas<^d from 
a weekly average n^pri'sinitixl on th(‘ same 
basis as S in 1015- Hi, to 27 at the end of Juno, 
and to 40 in Xov<Mub<*r. 'riu*. iin[)rovem<‘nt in 
ammunition for mtslium guns and howitzers 
was ovcai mor(‘ marked, tlu' e<)rr(\spouding 
figure for the we(‘kly avc'rago rising to 34.1 at 
t he end of June, 10 Hi, a,nd to Ofi in X'ovxmuIxu*, 
as <x>m])aTe(l will) an as'eragt; of 7.J in 1015-10 ; 
while the sup})lies for heavy howitzers (al)ove 
(i-in<di) grew in a. not U'ss striking manner, 
from 22 in 10 1 5- Hi (o 04 in July, 10 Hi, and to 
323 in th<' following Xovember. 'The. matter 
may be put in a still more graphic way, by 
stating tiai time ne<'dt*d lU'ar the <Mid of 10 Hi, to 
f)roduee a num)H*r of sliells equal to th<* whole 
output in tJi(‘ first year of the war, from 
August, 1014, to August, 1015. lAa* 18- 
pounde^r shells (his was days, for field 

howitz<‘r s)i<4Is 8 <lays, for shells for medium 
guns and howitzers 5J days, and for pmjeetiles 
for heavy guns and iiowitzers little mon' than 
OIK' <lay. 4’he progress made during (he 
autumn may be gauged from the fael Jhat, 
speaking in the House of (commons in the 
middleof August, Mr. M<^ntagii, then the Minis- 
ter of Munitions, ga\'e the (Hjuixalent figures 
as thri'C^ v\e(4vs, two weeks, 11 days and four 
days for the same four elassc^s of anmumition. 
Irule(>d towards the eiul of 10 Hi, the w<‘ekly 
output of 155 mm. shells was thi'in* times, of 
200 nnn. sliells fiv(‘ times, aufi of 230 mm. shells 
thr(>e times as great as the production during 
the whole of the first year of the war ; and in 
one week in Xo\'emh(M' the number of shells 
completed or fillcfl was about 30 per cent. 
great(*r than lbt‘ stc.K*k of miuiitious hold in 
reservx> at the outbreak of wai*. 

Thirf increa.se in quantity was ac< tom pa i tied 
by ail irn])rovemejit in fpiality. Kvery maker 
of shells has t<.> stet^r between two dangers: — to 


avoid the Scylla of burst as 

they are being fired and damage ^0, gun, and 
the Chary bd is of “blinds” or ** whieh 

either do not explode at all or bip|ode so lat**, 
perhafis after they have buried ! tkeimselyes in 

- , ' T. ' ■ / 

the ground, as to rlo little or no harife to the 
enemy. Every army, the Clernitia inchided, 
had experience of failures of both these, kinds 
At the battle of T..oos, as Mr. Lloyd: , C|eorge 
informed the House of Commons, our ** .pre- 
matures ” were so bad that w'e had to gh'e tqi 
firing such high explosive sheUs a» >v.e had. 
The Germans and tlic French gained iittdr 
experience of such shells in February and Maw;U, 
1915, but ours caiiu^ months later, b^apse wo 
lired .s(‘arc(4y any high (xx))losives till late in 
that year. Tlion wo, in turn had to learn how' 
to (tlimiimte the flang(x*ous (element, and wc were 
so successful that Mr. Lloyd George was able 
to decdarc in the middle* of August, 191li, that 
our “ ])r(xnatnres “ had become so few as to 
bo almost negligible. At the same time he 
statt'd that flie number of “blinds” w'as 
gradually and stoailily tlecro.ising with jin- 
prov<*ments in tbt* processes of mauufacl on* 
and in tlie fusils and filling. In tin’s conhc'xion 
a great part wtis played by t,b(^ insf lectors and 
examiners whose duty it was to see that th<* 
sliells and fuses eoinplii'd strictly with the 
specifications laid <h>wn. The staff available 
for this ]>urpose was exigiuius at (.he beginning 
of the war, and bad to be gradually built up 
to keep pace with the growth in tJie output <»f 
ammuiiit ion. Thei'i* was a small ))od,y nt 
artillery ofiieers who poss(^s.se,d the necessary 
knowledge and expia-icmci*, ajid with their aid 
a large numher of I’ligineers wert^ sp(*eiall,\ 
trained iit the ()nlnanc*e ("ollegi^ to act 
inspectors and assistant inspi'cturs all over tin* 
country. The c^xa.n liners who, undiT tlie 
supcawisiun of t Ik* inspectors, liamlie tlK? gauges 
ami carry out tlie aid nal operations of inspection 
had also to b(* found and trained. In iViigust, 
19H>, the .staff i>mployed in tlio Inspection 
Department iiumbt‘red about- .30,001), of wlaan 
14,000 were women. 

To turn from ammunition to artillery, w hen 
the -Miiiisti'y of Munitions <*amo into Oxistenei*, 
the output of the factories equippi^d.- ipr the 
manufacture of big guns w as mostly .^bi^orlied 
by the Navy, anti the armauiont yfirpiB Had not 

* *' - ■ <r,v, • ' :< 

sufficient plant, to undertake more thito^a mere 
fraction of (ho gun programme of /AnViy. 
It therof ore became necessary them 

with very largi^, ex tensions, 
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machine^,, and this task wtis iiiKlortak<Mi so 
vigorduMy' tHat in Jittlo nioro than a yc^ar ih'vv 
buildings Occupying an n-rca of 1,000,00(1 s<jiiap<* 
foot had'apriing into oxistonce, m ith ovt'r 2,r>00 
new machilio tools at work in tluMii. In ad- 
dition.to tho armanioiit (inns Imiulrods ol* 
other ongineoring eoneerns all over (ho oonntry 
were eligaged in eontributing a shaii* (o (ho 
earryiiig out of the programino, by ooii'^t i iuM ing 
giin.-carriagos, aininimilioii wagons and tlu* 
various aco(\ssof*ios and sparos r»‘(|uir<‘d for 
iirtillery. Tlu' oousofjuoiiKro was that if (lio 
number of guns niaiiufaetured (hiring i ho first 
year of the war be called lOd, (Ikmi in tlu‘ 
second y«?fir the production of IS-poundors was 
240, of 4‘5-in<*h pi(*c(\s r>.‘ii4, of navliinn guns 
(00 ])oundei’s and (idneh) 1,S4S, and of h(‘avv 
guns (abf)vo (i-inoh) Hut tlK‘s<‘ figurt‘s 

did not by any iu(‘ans represt'iit tho limit of 
productive t^apa<‘it\, and th(‘ output i tuitiniiod 
to grow, at least for 1.1 u* natures of whioli an 
increase was noedod by llu^ armies in tl»(‘ fiold. 
'Thus for tho first four months of tlio third yoar 
t)f the w'ar tlte output of uK'.dium guns was 
represented by 1,200, and of h(‘a\'v guns by 
JlOIl, those figur(‘s Ix'ing (‘(piivalc'iit, o\cn sup- 
posing tho rate not to b(^ im^reasod. to !»,(>(>(> 
and 1,080 resf)ooti\'(^ly for tli(' whole year. 
’I'iiat tho output of 1 8-[)Ouiiders and bo-inch 
liowit^ers showtxl a diminution in (In* four 
months period, the figures for tlu*m l)(‘ing to 
and 104, w'us atreountod for by thc^faet that I he 
etpiipinonb of the Hritish Army in sucJi lit'ld 
pieces had heeoiiK^ approximately eompl<*((*, 
so (.hat the plant whi(*h had been empl(»yed for 
thedr mamifaetun* could Ix' utilized for oth(*r 
purposes. Hut tJai prodiadion of mt'dium .md 
Jantvy calibres eonlinued to grow, ami if t he 
ave.rago numher of them turned out mon(h!\' 
in the first year of the war lx* taken as ion. i lien 
the output of the foriiuM* in tin* tlvi* \\(*(‘ks 
ending Dcctanher 2, lOH), was 4,100 and of the 
latter 1,250. 

About machine guns and rifles tlx* .‘>amc lain 
has to be. told. 'Taking 100 to reprc'^ent the 
total number of machine guns d(di\ei-ed io ilx* 
•'^Army in the first year of the war. Hie ( oi if s 
ponding figure at the end of the seeomi y(*ar 
wfis 1,250 and 2,(100 on llt'Ci^mber 2, 10 Hi, ami 
the weekly production in November, 1010. was 
Iban four times greater than in Xommii- 
bef^' 1915. The supply of rifles is j>artieularl\ 
sihoo they arti the chief fa.cti>rs 
■ nuinber of men that <*aii })v put in 

while at the same time techni^'ul 


manufacturing reasons render it an especially 
(litTicult matter to inen^aso the output of them ; 
yet wo sueeeeded in furnisliing fronrsj'*^**'^^ 
sources all the ritl(*s, and also all the mac^thnVs..,^ 
guns, r(*c(nircHl for tla* e(|uipnK*rit of onr Arpnes 
ov'ers(.>as. Tht' Ho\a.l Small Arms Kaetory. 
wliieh assisted and <*oordina1 (‘d Hit* otlu'i* 
facftiritvs, (|(>s(M*v(*d tlu* ert'ilit f(ir this achitwe- 
ment, and it was largtdy Hirough its efibrts 
that for t'vcF'v 100 rilles made fx‘r week in June, 
I0l,">, !(>() wert' mad(* in the following June aiul 
IT.Hin No\(‘iuher, lOKi. In atltiilion hundreds 
nf Hiousands cif ritl«*s wt»re rt'paired and re- 
siglilt'd, (lx* numlx*r which it was thus possiblti 
to i‘t‘turn to s(M‘vie(' fx-ing about etpial to half 
t lx; total pro( h((‘.( ioi) of m*w ont's. 

Hut to build ail 1 liesi' faetorit's which in 
som(‘ tta.ses eonit>l(*t elv t ratisformed tlx* aji- 
pearanee t)f manufa(*t uring tow ns, w hile in 
oth<M*s Hu‘y ehangtxl t<‘mo(<‘, country tlistrii*ts 
into busy industrial e(*ntn's and to till 1 h(*m 
with machin(*ry and (doIs was only half Hx? 
hatfle; labour liad also (o lx* found (<> W’tirk 
Hx'in, and that although large* numb(*rs of the 
skill(‘d nx'chanics of tlx* country had left- tlx* 
Ix'ueh for Hie filing Mix*. I^y indu(*ing ilx' 
(radt^ unions to ahaiidoii Hx' restrict ivt* 
rul(‘s and customs which throttled production 
Mr. Lloyd (h‘org(‘ clid imxdi to incn*a.s(* tlx*, 
eftieit'iiey of the skill(*il workt^rs wdio n'luained, 
and by Hx* pr(x*ess known as ‘‘dilution" this 
skillird nix*!(*us was siippl(*nx*n(('d by Hu* intro- 
dix'tion of semi skilled and unskilled W(>rk(‘i*s, 
man\ of them wom(*n. 'The W(>m(‘n indeed 
rose* to the* e»e(*asi<ui magnitie(*ntl y, anel aftt*r ^ 
some* training in orx* e>f Hx* \arions ('e*ntre*s 
pro\ ide_‘el for that purpose* |)ro\<*d llxanseKes 
able* to und(‘rtake* work w hieJi formerly was 
|•^*gard(‘d as the pr(‘s« r\e* f>f men, and often ejf 
highly skilled nx‘n. ()f some ,5(>() proee*sses in 
munitions manufacture* uf>on which w'ome*ri. 
w (*!•»* (‘iigaged, two-thirds had never b(‘C*n per- 
fieriixxl by a. woman before* tho war, and in 
.--.eune* eif tlx- national faetoiics w'onxin labour 
amounted to as much as per exnit . of th(^ 
whole*. At llx^ (*ne| of tlx* se*(x>ml ye‘ar of the? 
war some wom<*n we*re eniployinl under 

the* Ministry of .Munitions, and the^y we-re^ imt 
me*re‘ly at1e*neling to aiit eanat i<; macliirx's w hierh 
go fill [iroducing r(*pe‘li1ion v\ork so long as they 
an* fed wdth ne‘W' material, hut w'(*re^ also carry- 
ing out th<3 more* iufiie^ittc opejratioiis of Hx*. 
nxichiiie^'shofis. In some* erases tneclianical 
appliances ciiablexi them to deal with weights 
(such as 9*2-inch shells) wdiich in general might 
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to ho i^t\v<>iiU truiii* srreugrn ; 

; V; !; tho 12 natioiiul projectile factories 
to Hb()v(‘ v\ero lMrjjre]\’ npcTated by 

- 

.oiiscri. ioid Mr. Mojitn^u stofc^d in 
llUb, that aV>out 15.000 wore alr(‘ady «*mployeil 
in tli(‘M). "rboy also tound tlu*ir way into tho 
lioasior brancla^s of j^<an'ral •‘injri net Tint; work, 
atnl (*n(* **n^inc*oi*, vvbn was not slnmilar in liis 
opinion, wont so far as !o <l<‘( laro that wlaai 
(hey had had two yoars' ntorr exporionct* ho 
could build a bafticshif) complete troin keel to 
aerial enlirt'ly with t.h(‘ aid of tla ir labour. 

The f^xtefisive (‘mplo> merit of women wa-s 
largely rt'sponsihlc for- the faci that the Ministry 
of Munitions took spr-eial lucasuiu's to inquire 
into (juestions of indust riid fatigui* and I la* 
inihi(*n<‘(* of laairs of labour upon output. In 
tla‘ <'a,rlier rlays of the war* the (‘\p<*dieul of 
woi'kiug long hour’s for- s(‘\‘en <lays in tla* wer*k 
was adopted r*a.the.r indiserimmately, but it 
earra? to be realized that this was not tla* way to 
get the best out of tla* workers, who rerjuired 
i’<*asonable p(*riods of i*«^st and reei-erition to 
maintain their [ri’oduet i\ e capacity at its 
fulk'si. A Health of Munition \\ (>rk(‘rs (*om- 
iniltiM* was appoint<‘<l to <*otisidcr and advise 


on matters oi rnis icinti* anu one:4'e»un whs 
that Sunday labour wtis abolishQ<t!:;;$p,vfar a.s 
po.ssible in works under the 
fions. 'ria* <‘stablishnuMxt of a /VVelf^e Dro 
partmeiit at the Ministry, charged, under the 
direetion of Mr. R. S. Rowntrec, , with a w ide 
range of dntio eoneerning the social p-iid other 
etaidilions under which the employees w^orkod, 
was a. rerrognition of th(; close rolatiOn^hifj that 
exists hetw(*en good irrdustrial onvironrnent and 
industrial eirni(‘uey. Women welfare super 
\ isor.- with a roving r‘»>mmissioTi as regardsdhe 
iiuluslrial wtdi-heiug of the girls w^ero/ mlrwlc 
obligatory in all th<* national fael ori^’, /thoir ' 
fniietioiis Ix'ing to assist in s(*k‘(^ting eitiploy(^es ' 
snit.ihle for partirnrlar work, U) inves^g^lte ^ 
grievatrees and cases of disrrrissal, and to advise 
ill eoiiucxion with such things as the provision, 
of hvgieiiie eondilions, ea,irt(;i*ns for (ho supply 
of pro|)er food. reen*jition I'ooins and lodgings. 
It wjI'v loiind that atb'ution to matter.^ df this 
sort, as well m.s to i-onditious of deft‘C,tive light- 
mg. heating and ventilation, had a htwficial 
inthrenei* on Iroth iprality and quantity (if out- 
pm, ami tended to improve tJi(? rtdatiorts 
b»‘iwe<*n tla* numagena'irt and t hr^ workoj'S. 




7//<' //yA'j' li'/iiih jdcc the pic- 
tures are from Mr. Penn cl T s 
(non (iiscriptions of his leork. 
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riiic 1. 

JA/A7AV, riC Ih'OX: 77/ Ji /A /,S7'; Of II / f 
IILlsr fffX.KfS. 

Across the i^rcof icoi'k avciuii’, luilj filled icilli flo/s, not of 
Hozccrs hut fattcrus of cooliiuc; luctol, .;rc other fnrtuucs .seen 
amid rising smoke and steam. 





Plate 2, 


FROM THE TOPS OF TIIK FURNACES. 

A siii>J('ii /ikr one sci’n Ji'oiit ii'ir /.'/> of d sky-sn'ap'i ' — 

Hint /.c si>ii/i(//('ss. Hi is is nui/rss si>!in<{. I^'roni the sky-sciajicr 
you look (io\'n on little dots of men ; here on triiins and eranes. 
rind ns von took n ehnrye is emhti-’d into the fnnuiee — and a 
whole /hnee tmesis into // ime, Iremhtes. roars, then siyhs and 
dies awav. . Itieavs down tnlo.e the little /iynres ivheel harrows 
and fmsh earls. 






Plate 3, 


THE GREAT TOURER: PIG IRON. 

From the /i/rmi<rs llic in)ii E hro/n’I^ /<> //lE yon/, and 
carn'i'd hy Ihc erotic.- io Hic jhtor, lo he s 't:eii hy Ihe yreat 
totiy^s and jaior and IhrnM inlo the furnaces ami turned into 
steel 








Plate '/. 


" norr LING" THE n/a shell. 

This shop it-'iis (in old Jaciovy iHn'tU' o hiy press hod hern scl 
up. The hvrils hod dll been a'hileu'dshrd, .and ayains/ Iheni 
Hie press and the Jiynres fold .diinninyly. The erane lehieh 
leas h) carry the biy slwtls from the fnrnace to the press was 
iwt r'dady, and the. work was dime by men. In these wo/Ps it 
is seldom yon see " the man power." 







1‘late 5 . 


THE SHELL E.ICLOEY. 

Ouc of the shell factories that have gro:vti up alt over the 
country within the last year. 









I'lNlSII/ya SHELLS. 











crrn.xG .lyd t/'yx/.yc ./ iu(. at’N. 


Ihc s/o(></ oil (I <^ic<i/ /irs//t\ iUid all Hic lohilc ihc 

^rcaf lathe oi plane kept Im iiiiii^ and Inrnhiie, al the end oj it : 
onee in a leliile a man :eonld look al it, or do ^oinelliini^ lo it, 
or pick up steel sliaeiniis, but all the h'liile the niaehine kept 
Inrnim^, and alt the letule nothing' seemed to happen ; it leasall 
silent, eeaseless Pmee. 


I lute S 


THE GUN SHOP. 

IVhcn the i^nns are forged, either loholc or in pari, they are 
brought into the gun shop, bored and planed. I hey <oine tii 
silentlv, high in air, and then arc loieered m place, he in roiCS, 
in piles, in mas.-^es, waiting- their turn to be finished. 








Piute <h 


THK Nhll^ (rlJN PIT. 

Tin' ncK' pits arc like the old, only they are in a great hall', 
and instcird o/' inoiistrons Joi-ins, Ihere are inarvellons ejpeeli— 
i/iggeetions in mighty, lofty vagneneee. 


Plate lo. 


PRlNtrlPG JN lldE CUN. 

( >n one ride leas the river, on the other 'Che bank” ; hetzaecn, 
the ylarr and iron palaee, :ehere the great turret lear being 
built, t hen the engine dragged in a gnn to be fitted in the 
turret. 










Phllc II. 


/irHJ)h\ (, I III'. (.RLAT l l/RRRT. 

.S/on v iiiiovi- s/oirr, n// and iron. ri'<r.< Uu .'^hof' where the 
L^rea! /nirei.'< are hiii/l, and he/ine the J/nor in deef> pits their 
ha.'-ir .'^tand. Tins is the other end o/the shop in the previous 
putnie. the open part oj the turret made a desipn — the 
I'ednni'nt o! 1 1 dr and l.at/onr. ttere leas the Ci reek idea 
earned out hr Ri/ti.sh workmen, and no Rritish artist has 
(Ver sten it. tint from .sono'dr'ini of this sort in Rreeee, Greek 
artists _e.ol their .s( heme ip demration when they ~wcre hnilding 
the dli ilCpi/ Av/Z/Vt^. 









Philc 12. 


I' l r i I i\n (,('NS IN TURRETS. 

These smaller ;e[iitis ieere heiuje; fiticd in a turret in another 
shop. 'They are put in and then the turret is tried. 







PlrltC 13, 


THE OLD SI//PYHR/). 

I Icre ivcrc tiicirhanl ships l>ciii<r bitiU. The ships just grew, 
(Hid ihc cranes eaine and helped to build them. 




IValc 14. 


THE (El N TRY. 

./ iiK j'l //iiiil rite it^aiiity tens itioir like //ttm 1 

,s/( n in < ri’i lii.ntv. 







I 'Lite 15. 


TUF. GRRJT CRANK. 







PloU' '(i. 


Till'. IT IT TOON STIFJ). 

. Iri.iiihl and ahoitl, all over the plain, Ike hhuh and bn^s lie 
a! /vs/, Uicir :c/n<^s maLdni^ K'ondcr/nl lines ae;ainsl Hie sky, 
ceondeipnl colon is on Ihe yrass. Then they sHr and hum, and 
skim over Ihe i^ronnd, and roar, and rise inlo Ihe air, and sail 
away, and only Ihe hnye emplv shed remains, and Ihe long 
box on a lorry lehlih, loo, is leaving, veilh Ihe sign on it: 
" Mesof'olaniia via iardijT," whilher anolher air machine is 
being shipped. 






CHAPTER CLXIII. 


DECLINE AND FALL OF THE 
COALITION GOVERNMENT : 
JUNE, 1915, TO DECEMBER, 1916. 

(-HARACTKK AND HISTORY OK TH K (\L\UTfON ItS KaRI.V A(’H I JCVICM IONTS KinaNI’K AND ThRIKT 
— Food Prohlrms Control of Whioat Supply I’romtsk of a “Food (\)ntrollur ’’ 
Munitions and I.ahour The Clyde and South Wales Size of the Caihnet -A War (\)m- 
MITTEE—CONSI’IUPTION— Ireland Mr. Huoiies's 'Pour The Paris Fuonomk! (Conference - 

The Parliamentary Keoister Reform of the (Ieneral Staff Air Policy —Pensions 

Tm : T'Rijent Promlem of Man-Power Admiralty (Manges The (Crisis Mr. Cloyd (Jeouue 
Acts The History of Stoven Days Mr. Asquith Resigns Mr. Lloyd (George Prime 
Minister 'I'he New (io\ERNMENT Mr. I.lovd (;eorge and “ Picai’k Talk”- The New 
PoLK'lES. 

I N earlier chapters an account has hern tlian Mr. Ascjiiiths Liberal Covenunent. hut 
^iven of the eireuinstaiices whieli led up it was “ too iimeh to expect tliat it would show 

to tin* format ion in May -dune, 11)15. itself permanently more eliicient tlian its 

of a Coalition CovernnuTit, of t h(^ gradual predeci'ssor.” For its im'inhership “ was limi- 

failure of voluntary reeruiting and the adop- ted to the jiolitieians, and party eonsiderat ions 

tion in (treat Jh’itain of eompulsory military were still the basis of its eomjiosition,” and 

service, and of some outstanding ejiisoiL s in “ it was liki'ly to Huff(*r, (‘veii more than its 

domestic history, of which the most momentous predecessor, from its own unwiiddy hulk, 

was the Irish Ilebellion of Ajiril, IDKi. It is which ne(;essarily liarnpered the swift decisions 

now necessary to review’ the checpieri'd career reipiirid of aCabirH*t in time of war.”* Those 

of the Coalition Covernment, to trace* the predictions and f(*ars were more than justified 

course of its declining fortunes, and to show in the event. For eughteen nuaiths Mie (Mali- 

how, in December, 191(>, Mr. Lloyd (Jeorge tion (government proved in almost every 

succeeded Mr. Asqiiitli as ITiim* ^Minister and sphere of war dir(M*tion and w^ar administra- 

converted the Cabinet into a small war execu* tion that it was stronger than its predecessor, 

tive, which was to be supported by new Minis- but not strong enough, that it actcul mon^ 

trios for the control of food and shipping, for swiftly but yet acted too late, tliat its ineasurt's 

labour, pensions, and the air, and with experts were better adapted to the ni^eds of the tiiiu^ 

in place of politicians at the head of some of the than the measures of the iirst year of wTir, but 

most important departments. yet were almost invariably only half measures. 

The Coalition Cabinet, as was explained By far the most remarkable siKJcess of the 

in describing its formation, “ marked a definite whole period was the success of the jiolicy 

and most necessary stage in the process of which took shajie in the establishment of the 

replacing party Government by a Government Ministry of Munitions and the passing of the 

for War.*’ It was “ undoubtedly stronger ” ♦ Vol. V., p. :J20. 

Vol. X.~-Part 127. 
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Munitions of War Act. It will be remembered 
that the disclosures of The Times in May, 1915, 
showing that, in the Britisli attacks at Fro- 
inelles and Richebourg, “ the want of an un- 
limited supply of high explosives was a fatal 
bar to our success,’ really gave the last blow 
to the tottering Liberal Ministry. The whole 
situation was transff)nned under the Coalition 
(Government, with Mr. Lloyd George as Min- 
ister of Munitions and subsequently as Minister 
of War, and a year’s work eulininated in the 
llaitle of the Somme. 'Set the life of the 


the cost of whatever sacrifices, and ever more 
intolerant of the Government’s conduct of 
blockade policy, air policy, labour policy, 
food policy, shipping policy, and even naval 
policy. Again' and again Mr. Asquith was 
urged to reduce his Wwieldy Cabinet of 23 
— a (Cabinet many of whose members wore 
suffering from physical exhaustion — and to 
place the real conduct of affairs in a few able 
hands. But the situation dragged on, until at 
last the Coalition died, as it w’ere, a natural 
dcjath. There was some talk of intrigue, but in 



MR. LLOYD GHORGE. MR. RUNGIMAN AND MR. HENDERSON MEET THE 
COAL-OWNERS AT CARDIFF. 


Coalition saw diHap])ointiiH‘nt afler disap))oint- 
immt — th(‘ comparative failure’ of the Battle 
of Loos, the Balkan liasco. which ended in the 
overthrow' of Serbia and Montemgro and the 
opening of the German road to Turkey, the 
withdraw'al from the Dardanelk's, the tragedy 
of Kut. tlu' seeoiul Balkan tiaseo and over- 
nmniiig of Rumania. It look the Coalition a 
whole year to proeeed from the taking of a 
National Register to the pa.'-sing of the seeond 
Military Serviee Aet, >\nd ev('ii that legislation 
was of siieh a kind that in less tluin six months 
them was no more urgent problem than the 
problem of Man Iknver — and meanwhile a host 
of otlu'r problems were aeeuinulating. Public 
opinion beeamo ever mom insistent in its 
demand for vigorous conduct of the war, at 


iM’ality the end had long been inevitable, and 
w hen it came it was hailed with almost universal 
relief. 

There was little disposition, either in the 
country or in tlu^ House of Commons, with its 
party lines now' obliterated, to criticize the 
Coalition GoveT7iment in the first month or two 
of its existence. In a speech on June 1.5, 1015, 
ill wliielj he asked for a new Vote of Credit of 
£250,000,000, Mr, Asquith enlarged upon the 
re]3ugnanee w ith which he had undertaken the 
task of reconstruction. He spoke of the 
“ upheaval ” w hich ho hiid “ brought about, 
for the time being,” of “ this transformation of 
the nom lal conventions, the inveterate traditions 
and the wc’ll-settled practice of onr political 



MR. LLOYD GEORGE ADDRESSING THE SOUTH WALES MINERS AT CARDIFF, JULY 21, I9IS. 
He inaugurated a new departure in thus appealing direct to the miuers’ delegatee. 



THE OPENING OF THE TRADE UNION CONGRESS AT BRISTOL, SEPTEMBER 6, 1915. 

This Congress was described by **The Times” as the ** most memorable gathering in the history of Trade Unionism.” Mr. Lloyd George 
as Minister of Munitions plainly put before the representatives the failure of labour to fulfil its obligations. 
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life.” “ The word ‘ coalition,’ ” ho said, “ has 
not a pleasant savour in the vocabulary of 
British politics,” and ho gave instances in 
which the name recalled “ ill-assorted, and in 
the results more or less ill-starred, arrangements 
whicli, with the best intentions, were proved by 
experience to be lacking in practical eilicioncy.” 
He added : 

It is a great, and, as many people eonsider, a hu/.ardotis 
experiment that none of us would have clioson. , . , Our 
friends in tho country on both sides aro, as everybody 
knows, iloubtful. suspicious, bowiUlertvl. porlmj^s paitiod. 

But the truth was that, to all but irre- 
deemable party politicians, to whom considera- 
tions of persons, of place, and of \n)fos art^ as 
tho breath of tlioir nostrils, the change was 
welcome as giving rise to hoi)es tluit tlie war 
would In'iice forth be prosecuted in the more 
vigorous and enlightened spirit which cv(‘iits 
had sliow'n to be urgently need(*d. 

For a time tJie new combination showed 
more energy than its predt ecssor in the work of 
mobilizing the nation on a war footing. Ikd'oie 
Parliament adjourned at the <‘nd of July 
!\Tinisters had certain achii‘V(‘ments to their 
credit. 

The Nati(»nal Registration Bill, which was 
passed after some oi)])osition from thf»s(^ w'lio 
saw in it the tliin end of the 5 wedge of conserip- 
tion, had for its object tlie discovery of the 
present occupations of every person in the* 
country botwcoii the ages of l(i anct 65 (with 
certain exceptions) and whether he or she was 
skillcnl in and able and willing to perform any 
other than tho work (if any) at wliicli lie or she 
was at the time employed, and if so, the nature 
thereof. So far as it went, tho Registration 
Law' w'as a useful, if belated, preliminary to 
national organi'/.at ion. 

On June 22 a second War Loan was issued, 
w'liich, introduced without warning and backtd 
by a great outlmrst of advertisements, had, by 
July 10, w'lien it closed, produced a sum of 
about £600,000,000. 

The War Loan was followed by a so-called 
campaign for thrift, to tho vital necessity of 
which iho attention of the Government had 
been continually directed by The Times. This 
campaign, so far as tho Government w€'re 
concerned, was inaugurated by Mr. Asquith, 
who, in a sjxjech at the (Uiildliall, on June 20. 
urged the importance of reducing personal 
expenditiLre and increasing savings. “If you 
save more,” he said, “ you can lend the State 
more,, and tho nation w ill be proportionately' 
^nabled to pay for the war out of its ow n pocket. 


If y ou spend less you either reduce the cost and 
> olume of our imports or y^ou leav'c a larger 
volume of commodities available for export.” 
Ihit th(^ force of this ap])eal wtxs considerably 
modified in the eyes of the public by the fact 
that t he Government < la'inJ^eK t's sc' t a thoroughly 
bad exanqile. Not only the Admiralty, the* 
War Oil lets and tlie rest of tho (Government 
departments were scjuandc'ring money without 
stint, but tho expenditure of loeal administrative 
bodies was proceeding iincJuM ked. On July 8 
Lord St. Davids invited tlu' (Jovc'rnment to 
appoint a dc'part mental eoinmittcM' (o (!onsider 
suggestions for tlio improvemc*nt of the public 
sc'Fvice during the war. T.ord i^rewc^ threw 
lukenvarm watc'i* on the ])ro|)osal. He lield out 
no hopes that the' ( {overnmc'iit would adopt it. 
But before the eaid of the month a Re*treneh- 
mc‘nt Goinmitte-e* had luvn appoint e'd. 

W’liile' it piirsut'd its in\ e\st igat ions, the* neces- 
sity' for saving eontinued te) lie* nrgc'd upon the' 
public by the* Fa-rliaineiitary AN'ar Savings 
( \)inmitte'(', wlio sought to hi'ing home to 
women especially the part w hieh they eould play 
in reducing (expenditures and waste. Tlu'ir 
e'xliortations fe‘ll, for the most part, on deaf 
e*ars. Monesy, the* result of high w’agtss, was 
ple‘nt iful, and w’e.)in(*n, w ith their more primitive 
instincts, preferred rather to put it on their 
backs than in thee banks. Food, mainly im- 
ported from abroad, had “ risen ” leess than 
w'ages and was also i^k'ntiful, and tlie average* 
honse'W'ife’s ideas of ('eonomy'^ w(*re^ nidimemtary. 
Keonomie arguments weree useless in the* fjvece 
of publi(e extravagance. . Nothing short of 
eoin])ulsion could sullicHe to produ(?(e serious 
results. By Noveniheer Mr. Asepiith was ablee 
te.> report that certain r(*(*oiniiie*ndations had 
bo(’ii iniule for reform in exp(*ndilure on Army 
rations, but ho show-enl no inclination to take 
stejis in thee dire*ction <ef e*nforeing ge‘ne‘ral 
e*<*e)nomy. Mr. M(rJ\enna, tlue C’haiie^ellor of the* 
Fx(di(*quer, did inde'cd announce the iiunihation 
of a new' seh(*me for making a particular form 
of thrift more attractive*, by enlarging the 
facilitie's for invi*stiiig in War Loan Stock, hut 
w’lu'n, in De*cemher, hee addressed a eonfer(*nce 
of orgarii'/.e^d labour (.>n the* subje'ct lie^ found 
that h(^ luid inisehejsen his audience. The*ro 
(‘xisted in many sections of lh(* working classes- - 
and of other classes as weJl- a de'sin* to “ make 
hay while the sun shine*s,” and tJiis tendency 
was in no w'ay discourage*d by Mr. Asquith’s 
point-blank refusal to reduce* Ministerial salaries. 
Ministers apparently lacked the? vision and 
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THK AUSTHAMAN WHKAT HARVEST. 
Ox-teanns arrivin{| 


cut Imsiasiii to r<‘c.lizc for ilicins('lv('H tho ctToct 
of iin of s<‘lf'sa(^rificc. AN’hilc ]>riva.<c 

local {‘(’fort ilid iinu'li iisc'ful \vork hy iionsc‘-(o- 
hou.s<' N'isitiiij' (HI a coinparat i\'cl\' limitctl 5-calc, 
t Ih‘ < Jovcrii incut did not liing to warn (lie [)ublic 
that the snii would not sliiiu' for (‘vcr. 

At- (Mii’istinas, I hi 5, I'hc nr^cd that a 

li>t sluudd he |iuhli.shcd of “a few of the main 
art icl('s in which savinji is most nccd(‘d in tlic 
natioTuil interest/’ whiles a. numlua* of the* best - 
known men in thet'ity reinforcc'd its {‘riznincnts 
with a. maiiift'sto in favoui' of ('C(»nomN . 'rhe\ 
|)oint(‘d out tliJit “the nation's encrjiies must 
b(* coinple't (‘ly concent I’ated upon t he pr(»ducl ion 
of all reall\' cs^rntiel thinii;"/' and that the 
production of ell non e*ssent ie Is must be wholly 
stopp(‘d. 'They finllu'r ur^ed that ’’not only 
must- tht‘ nsitiiHi jv\ oid t la* consumption of all 
non-e*sS(‘nt ials, but must (‘\en restrict the 
consumi>t ion of (sscad iel.^ to the limit of 
etlieieney/’ 

It wa.s not until tiu' t'lul of .lanuiu‘\', lhU3, 
tha.t tho TIome Seertdary. ^fr. Saanuel, in a. 
speech in which he admitted that tlu* (lovern- 
iiK'id appeal “ had in the main falle n on deaf 
eairs " (though he' diel not numtiiai the' true 
cause's, name'l\', the' ( Jove'rnment's failure' tc» 
combine c*xample' with precept), declared that 
«* he doubt eel ve*ry much whether anything 


at a railway station* 

short of se‘ve*re‘r taxatie)n and more* rigid re- 
strict iems in the supplies of articles of iiii- 
ne'cosary consumption would really have the 
de*sire<l e'fteet.” At the same' time' Mr. Tlun- 
(*iman. President of the Hoard of Trade, an- 
nouiK't'd that restrict iems or prohibitions wendd 
be im])ose'd on the'* importatiem of certain bulky 
commodit ie’s. 'J'hus t»irdily the^ ( love'rninent 
we're' awaking to the situation. Tht^y furtlu*r 
took ste'ps te) carry out the recoinmendatiejns 
of a. coiiunitte'e' appointe'd on De'cembe'i* 7 to 
e'onsieler the' be'st mc'enis of obtaining ceudii- 
butions to Wjir Loans from tlie “ small inve'stor’' 
and the' working classes, whicli included a 
se'hcmc te) create.^ voluntary local organi/.at iem 
all over the' ce)untry for stimulating savings aiul 
bringing them to the Kxcheepicr. Jiy the 
middle of .luly, on tho occasion of a. War 
Savings AVe'e'k organized by Die Natiemal War 
Savings (’ommitte^c, The Titnes was able* to say : 

'riu* .vpirit prcvniliH^ to-deiy throughout tho country 
is very diffcn'iit l‘rt)in that of a year e>r six months ago. 
'Tho foolidi ctnnplace'nry which too long cnconrage'd tho 
iiuloicnt and self-seeking has heon change'd }>y recent 
«'\onts[tho Batdo of the Sonimo] into a juster approeda- 
tion of the natioiud trial. Me'ii who at one time seemod 
only concerned ahont their own “ rights ” now avow 
tlu'ir readiness to make' any sociifieo for tho good of the 
war. And that spirit has boon shown in the* matter of 
war .sa\ ing, too. 

Closely allied with the question of financial 
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ocoiioiny wcro tlu^ qiu'stions of food oooiioiny 
and supply. The war was gradually resolvin*; 
itself into a trial of enduraiuv, in which the fooil 
problem was to nssinni> an inenvisiiiLr im- 
portaiice. By the middle of June, IhlJ, 77e' 
Time,!^ was urging upon the Government that 
it was high time to think about the country’s 
food sup[>ly, and d(Mnanding that the iu‘w 
President of the Boar<l of Agriculture, Lord 
Solborne, should take action and give the 
required lead. Jn Lord S(‘lbnrne had betai 
chosen a man with first-hand knowledge both 
of farming at home and of the resources of tlu^ 
Empire overseas. W ithout delay he aj)pointed 
a S[)ecial committee, under the presalency of 
Lord Milner, wJio had as his coll('agu(‘s J.,ord 
Incheapo, one of the first authoriti(‘s on ship- 
ping and freights ; ^Tr. A. 1). Jfall, Afr. lb)wland 
IVothero, and ^Ir. Edward Strutt, {dl pion<‘(‘rs 
in prvudical agricultural management and 
rescariJi ; Sir Harry Verncy and Mr. Acland, 
representing thc^ Board (jf Agriculture, old and 
n<'w ; Mr. GharU's FitJding, a- w<“ll -known 
business man who had madt^ a spc'cial study <»f 
the question of food sup[)ly ; and Mr. .1. A. 
Seddon, representing the int(‘r<‘sts of labour. 
A f(nv days later a similar commit t(‘e was 


appointed for {Scotland. Jn exactly a month 
Lord Milner's <*ommitte(‘ presentcal an int(*rim 
report in w hicli they recommend«'(| that farmeis 
should be faicourage;! to grow more wheat bv 
being guaranteed a minimum ])riee of tr)s. a. 
quarter for the four yi ars following 11 m‘ harvest 
of BMl). 'I'he Scottish Gommittec' (a>nsidere<{ 
and rt'jcctiul this pro[)osa!, and tln‘- (hw ermuent 
decirt'd against it. TIu' main !*('ason givtai l)y 
Lord St'lborne, in announcing this decision 
towards thr* end of August, was that '*tho 
na\ V havc^ t ln‘ sn))mar ine menace w('ll in hand. ’ 
Ib‘ addt'fl that I la^ area nndt'r wheat had 
already b(*en largt'ly increas(M| and that xery 
large? e-rops wi?re reported from (Sinada and Aus- 
tralia. For these* reasons tin* ({overniuent wen? 
tint pr(‘pan‘d to ineair the additional tinanciaJ 
liability in\'ol\’('d in tlu* guarantet's. P>ut^ lu? 
waric'd fai‘m<*rs that they wore goiiig to have 
great ditVuMilt ie‘s in g(‘tt ing labour and machin(*r\ , 
and outline'd a. large* s<*h(*m(? of organi/at ion 
and coof)<*ration, in which the* Geainty (’oimcils 
would ae‘t as a m(*elium be'twi'i'n the? farme*rs 
anel the* lh)ard of Agrie*«ilt \u*e*. 1 1 is for(*e*ast as 

le» dillicultie*s ed)e>ul l»d)our we\s se>on tee be? 
fultille*el. A elise*ussie)n in the? Ile)use* eif Gejin- 
mons in the* Spring of IDIh r*e*\'e*ale‘d ei \e*ry 



THE AUSTRALIAN WHEAT HARVEST, 
Shipping wheat at Adelaide. 
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unsrtti.sfactory state of things. Owing to tho 
lack of labour, there was no hope of rnaintain- 
iiijL? tlio level of production of tho previous year. 
Fanners were complaining of tho lack of labour 
lx.'fore tho war, and the witlulrawal of a quarter 
of a million men for tho Army had not been 
comperisuted for by the registering of 35,000 
woriK'n for farm \vr>rk. It was necessary to 


Commissioners, with Lord Crawford as chair- 
man, with full power to purchase, sell and 
control the delivery of wheat and flour in the 
TTnited Kingdom, and to take such steps as 
might seem desirable for maintaining the 
supply. Tho popular outcry caused by the 
rise in prices at this period, based largely on the 
belief that undue profits were being made wcls 



A TYPICAL SOUTH WALES MINING 

r(M‘mploy soldiors still in tho preliminary 
st»g(»s of tlicir training. Tho employment of 
pris<»ncrs of war, of interned aliens and of 
“ consiaenlious objectors” to military .service 
was naturally .sugg<*st<*d, but at tlio time met 
wilh little support from tho fariniTS themselves. 

It. was not until October, 11)10, that the 
(hnernment decided to control the wheat 
supply. "TIh'i’i' liad, indeed, b«'en a Cabinet 
(\>mmittt*o on Kood Supplies since a very early 
period in they ar, which had re[)eat<*dly arranged 
tor till* piii'chase of larger (|uantities of wheat 
an<l their gradual sale in tlu< country. In 
April, 11)1.1, the (Jovernmi'iit decided not to 
make any furtlua* i)nrehMses of wheat, on tho 
ground that (lieir operations liad laid tlie ellect 
of restricting normal trade, lint at tho end 
of the year arrangeiiuaits wen^ again made for 
the acc umulation of stocks, and a joint inter- 
national ))olicy of w h(‘at j)urehasewas arranged 
with the FrcMich and Italian (lovernments. 
\Vl\at tho (lov'ornment did now was to appoint 


SCENE: TREHAHOD COLLIERY. 

mot by a Report of tho Food Prices Com mil too 
and by a statement in tho House of Commons^ 
by Mr. Runciman that tlicro was no evidence 
of exploitation. 

It has been .soon that the Covornment had 
decided in August, 1915, that the .submarine 
menace was ” well in liand,” and that therefore 
no action wavS necessary on tlio proposal of the 
Milner Conmiitteo to guarantoo a minimum 
price for wheat. But in November, 1916, the 
.submarine menace, so far from being “well in 
liand,” wa.s at least as serious a.s it had been in 
tho worst period of the preceding year. The 
Covernment had gambled on tho hope that tho 
war would somcliow or other come to an end 
in 1916. But im‘anwhile tho lack of tonnage, 
])artly duo to the renewed submarine activity, 
was contributing to a further rise in prices* 
riiere was an unea.sy feeling in the country 
that tho submarine menace might be more 
serious than was admitted and that the Ad- 
miralty was not sufficiently alive to it. A cry 
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went up for the more efliieieiit ariiiins; t»f 
merchantmen. 

On November 15 Mr. Runeiman made a 
speech in the House of Commons which slio\\ ed 
that tlie Government had at length made up 
their minds to “do something.” Apologising for 
the drastic character of liis proposals, though 
tlie only complaints made of them were that 
they were not drastic enough, he announced th<i 
appointjnent of a “Food Contixdli'r ” with 
extensive powers. The Government also pro- 
posed to take j)owers under the Dehmce of the 
Realm Acts to proceed against persona wlio 
wasted food ; 1 o prescribe the pur])osea for 
which articles of food might or miglit not 1 h‘ 
used ; to regulate the manufacture of certain 
articles of food, and particularly of flour : and. 


if necessary, to regidate the sale and distribu- 
tion of food and to regulate market operations 
and “ corners.” Mr. Wardle, who welcomed 
the pro]iosal, in the name of the Labour mem 
})ers, pointed out that Mr. Kunciman's con- 
fession that he hatl been forci d to enter upoi\ a 
course which he was reluctant- to take involved 
a condemnation of the inaction of Ministers in 
the ])ast. 3'he lU'w regulations were published 
on Novt'inber 18. Hut ev(‘n now, to the 
astonishment of tlie country, which w'as only 
waiting to he controlled, no Food t\>nt roller was 
forthcoming. I'lie triitli was that ^Ir. Hunci- 
man’s promise had been made' without any 
measure's liaving Ixm'u considert'd for <*arrying 
it out. and it dot's not ajipear thad tht' rrime 
Minislt'i* t'vt'r gav'e his constant, to tht' lU'w 
appf >int mt'iit. 



'.riit' most important of tht* t'aily a-cliieve- 
ments of tlit' (‘oalition ( Jtivernmt'iit was the 
passagt' of the Munitions of War Act, int roduced 
hy Mr. Lloyd George, tho newly appoint <‘d 
Minister of Munit ions. This Aet , whi(*h, 
among other provisions, snspendt'd tradt* union 
rt'gulatitms rt'st rieting output anti limit t*d tln' 
]>rofits of rmplti^ers, raised hopt\s that tht' 


CHANGING SHIFTS A*T PONTYPRIDD. 

Inset : A group ot miners wives and children at Coed Ely. 
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unsatisfactory relations still existing betwt^en 
eiri|)loy<‘rs ancA eniploycMl would be plaeed ii[)on 
a ni<>rtJ lu*all-hy basis. These bop(‘s ^ven^ rudt'ly 
Ml»a.ttt*red by IIh' Soutli Wales coal minors, to 
whom, as has b(‘(*n dcsi-ribed in Volumo V., 
(Tapter X(\, Mr. bloyd (h'oi-fro wus obli^(‘d to 
make liumiliatin^ conc ossions. 'riii* troul>l<*, as 
The, Times pointed out, aros(^ from the atteni])! 
to luaintnin the ordinary peace r(‘lations in war 
time*. 'I'he m«*ri had never be*(‘ri eonvin<‘<*d 


Mt'anwhilo tlie labour situation could not but 
fill the (h)vemiiu*nt with anxiety. The Trades 
T^nion Ce:)ngrcss at Bristol in September gave 
Mr. TJo^^d G eorge an o[)port unity for a candid 
and courageous declaration of the failure of 
the working man to carry out his obligations 
and of the' ine\ itable disaster wdiich must follow 
unle.'S he reformed his ways. At a conference 
of the ^Miners' hVde'raliem of Clreat Britain in 
()<*tol.»er a sehf'ine fe^r a. triple alliance between 



WhLSH MINHHS AT THR MINRdlRAD. 

This wclI-L'halied crowd contrasts with the men in working clothes on the preceding page. 


eithe*r «)f tin* \ of o-u immt »'rrnp1 t‘d oiU- 

put e>r I't lh(* g<M>d I'. villi of (he* iiiiployors. Noi*, 
m \'ie*\\ ot (In* in<‘rlijv ol tin* ( Io\ (•inincnt aiiel of 
Ihe' pi't ( if<»ir>hoe Mttitinlo of .■^onu* of the e*m* 
ple>y<'!*.s. rtm it be id I hoi t ho mi'll woro grout l\' 
to hlame*. 'The ;voti\i(y of a small section of 
irn'ceaioilabli's, fostrrod, as was bolii'vi'd. by 
(h'rman pi opagaudist^, unduly iiilluoiu'od tin* 
imvin bulk of t ho minors, who in (lu'ir hoarts 
won* no loss (h'lt'i'ininod than aiu othe'i* see- 
lion of till* working elu-sos to win the wa*-. 
"Nothing but strong action by the (h>vt*rn- 
meiit t*ould have any etTeet, and this was not 
toeome' unUl the w ar had lastod for ovc*r anotliA* 
yea r. 


miiH*rs, railwaymen and traiis])eirt weirke rs was 
adopted unanimenisly. In the folle^wing Au- 
gust this allianee was te) make d(*mands u])on 
the* A h)ve*rmne*nt upon <|iU's-tions eonne'cte d with 
ih*moI)ili/.al ion afte*r the* war, to whieh ^Ir. 
Ase(uith had little* ditlieulty in rejilying. Tlie 
(h'lieieney e»f skillt'd laheair grc'atly hani])ered 
the operations eif the* Ministry of Munitions, 
whieh hy Xe^vemhe*!* 8 already eontredled 1,G70 
weirks and faeteiries. A number of great now' 
national faetorie*s wc're apjiroae'hing eompletion. 
'I'here* wi*re ne^arly l,0()0,(h)0 workpeople em- 
ployed in establishments wlierc there wore no 
])rofits, or only limited profits, for tlie private 
cm]>loye'r. One of the aehievements of the 
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^rinistry had boon to cent raliz(* tlio ])iirehase of 
all inatc'rials for all the Allied (h)vernnients. 
Another had been to place all the important 
tool -makers under (JovtTnment control. Ihit 
unless fresh sup])lies of skilled men could he 
found large numlxTs of semi-skilled and un- 
skill(‘d workers, both uk'h and wtaueii, who 
were offering their service's could not be a.d(*- 
quately utilized. Further, there c^xisted in 
some districts com])laints that em|)l(»y(Ts 
taking advantatre of the ^Munitions Act to tn*a1 
their juiai harshly. 'Po me(*t the (‘mergenc\ . 
J..ord Murray of Klibank was appointed to act 
te'iuporarily as Jlirector of Recruiting for 
^lunitions Work, whih' in the mattt'i* of gri»*- 
\'ances tlu‘ uu‘ssag(*s brought back by parti<‘s(»f 
munition worke'is who liad \ isited the front and 
s('en for themse'lves the urgent need for in- 
creased out])ut did souK'thing to make' the 
we)rkers at honu* re'alize tlie truth about lh«‘ 
war. Jly Decc'uiber it had been found ikhc's 
sary am(*nd the ATunitions Act in such a. 



MOTKL MKTKOPOI.H, LONDON. 

Taken over by Ministry of Munitions in 1916. 

manner as to remov<* most of the grie\aia*is 
a.rising from its working. ^Ir. Lloyd (leor^c 
was indefatigable in addressing dejuitations and 
me(‘tings o( workpc*op]e on th(* lu'cessity foi- 
thoroughgoing dilution of labour- a p<)int on 
which, n'gardless of the Munitions Act, tla* 
extreme sections of the men had remaint d 
obdurate, and which was not settled in the 
Clyde district until the following June. In an 


elo(|uent and prophetic speech to trade union 
officials at ( Jlasgow' he s ii<l : 

I Winuior how iimiiy pctipio n'ali/.o (lu' I he 

wiir 1111(1 the t n'lnt’iidoii'^ i'.suas that tli'pi'ud upon if. 
Soinctiincs I fear that they trrat it as a jmssing showau’ 
- heavy, drciu'hing j)(*rhaps, hut t ransi<Mit— soon tho 
Min will sliiiK' aj^ain and (piirUIx dry up flu* ])uddK'-<, and 
\vi' can onc(' more walk alon;^ flu* same old roads in tlm 
saiiK' 4 »ld shamhling way. Jhit this is not a jiassing 
shower, it is not a spidl of had weather it is tlie delude, 
it is a com nl.Mon of N’atun'. .If y«in w ill can'fully walch 



GREAT CENTRAI. HOTEl.. 

Anotlier of tiic larfte buildin^lN enrly commandeered 
by the (jovernment. 

w hat Is ;;<an^ on m I lu> iM'lli^i'n nl lands > on w ill tind t hat. 
I his war is hrin;.iiii;z unlu'Mid-of clianj;(‘s in tho social and 
industrial tahne. It is a cyclone w liich is toarino up hy 
flu* roots tlu; ornami'iitai plants ot modern society and 
wnakiiij; some of llu' flimsy trestle hritl^es of motlern 
• -i\ ilr/at ion. It is an (*arl ht|iiaUe which is nplu’avinu; tin* 
\ cry rocks of Kuropi'an life. It is (an* of thos<‘ seismic 
(list nrhan<*<‘s in which nations leap forward la* fall hack 
•jeneraf loiis in a sinj/lt* ImhiimI. 

All this ehalTi'i’iny ahoiif I’elaxin;,'’ a, rnl»* her»‘ and 
sii'-pendin^ a eiisloin lher»‘ is out ot |)l.iee. ^'on omnot. 
hau::le with an earl lupiake. . . . 

If the truth nf these words liud been takt'ii 
l«» hc;trl b\ tin* ('(atlitioii ( h)\’('rii)n« ut , it 
would lm,\i‘ been hetti'r both for them tmd f(*r 
the count r\ . 

Ry .lummry I, Ihlh, ti total of 2,422 (‘stab- 
lisliineiits liad been declaim'd as eontrnlh'd 
undi'i* the Mtmitions Act. and by Mtinlt 27, 
d'he Motel Metro])ole, in Nort hui. iher- 
land A\( niie, was taken o\t'r by tlte Mitiistry 
of Mimitious the first of a> numbej' of gnai-t 
public and prix’atc buildings in London to be 
“commandeered *’ by tla* State, ddu' (JoN'crn- 
nient d(*alt with imwont<*d lirinness with a 
strike in t he ( 'lyde area in April. 'Phe s^'nl|)at hy 
of the great majority ‘f the workmen was 
ag.uiist the agitators, as to whom .Mr. Artimr 
Menderson. Lresidc*!!! <d‘the Hoard <d‘ hMueation 

* by August, JUKi, there were moia than t.OaO con- 
trolled cstahlishmcnts am! tf.") national lactorics. 'I’ho 
latter were working- cnfir« ly for tin* Ann^'. 
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r-n<l Chairman of tho National A(lvisf)ry Com- 
iniiioo of War Output, doolarod with great 
truth that “there were tliose connected w’ith 
industrial life as thon^ wore with political 
affairs who, after 20 months’ unprecedented 
fighting, failed to realize either the grave nature 
of till) position or the magnitude of the task 
which this country and th(j Allies had in hand.” 

For such as these the postponement, by 
agreement, of the Whitsuntide holidays — 
the result of holidays as usual at Faster had 
been to reduce the o\it])ut of munitions by 


avoidable absenteeism, estimated to represent 
a shortage of output of 15,000,000 essential 
tons a year, called forth from Mr. Asquith an 
appeal which was not without effect. The 
main cause of slackness among the miners 
was the belief that the owners alone profited 
by any increase in the coal raised. To the 
demand of the South Wales miners for an 
advance in wages of 15 per cent, tjif^ owners 
replied with a demand for a reduction of 
10 per cent. In November, just 16 months 
since the last controversy had compelled the 



A CROWD OF CLYDE STRIKERS ON GLASGOW GREEN. 


onedialf for a forti\ight - -htui doubtless an 
educative effect. An ap])eal to ])ostpoiie the 
August Dank Holiday was also, for tlie most 
part. ]aif riot ieally observed. 

.June saw a reerudeseenee of trouble among 
the South Wales minc'rs, and in August the 
National Ihiion of Tbiilwaymen put forward 
a demand for an all-round increase of 10s. 
a week in wages. After jn-(donged negotiatiors 
an agreement was reached on the basis of an 
merea.so of 5s. on tla^ war bonus id 5s. which 
hml been granted by the railway companies 
in October, 1915. But the coal qiiestipn 
remained grave, and the largo amount of 


Government to intervene, . matters reaclud a 
climax. TJio miners flatly refused to believe 
the contentiou of the owners that the increased 
cost of production had cancelled the mlvantego 
to them of the rise in prices, and they demanded 
a joint audit of the costs of j)roduction, which 
the owners refused, on the ground that it 
involved “a dejuirture from the customary 
method of procedure.” Suddenly, on Novem- 
ber 29, the Government took over the Welsh 
coal-field — a stej) which, tlioiigli it came as a 
surprise to the men, was welcomed by many 
of them as a move in the direction of that 
nationalization of the whole mining industry 



MK. HUGHKS PKKSKNTED WITH THK FREEDOM OF THE CITY OF LONDON. 



MR. HUGHES INSPECTING THE GUARD OF HONOUR OF AUSTRALIANS 
IN THE GUILDIIAliI. YARD 

On the occasion of his receivin|( the Freedom of the City. 
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MU. IIUCJHES AS LL.D. OF EDINBUKOH. 

One of the many honours conferred on the Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth. 


whirh th(\v luid |(. was. indiuMl, 

oiic' UKUV iiisl.aiu’c of the Socialistic infliaaicc 
of the* war. illustrated in the Stotc control of 
railways, food, and other naitters, and destinetl 
to leave' its mark u|)<»n the industrial or^anizai- 
tion of tlu' country for aill tiini'. A f<av tlaiys 
laite'r the ( love'innieiat >Trainte<l the men's 
deinaiul for ai ir» in r ci'iit. advance, subject 
to the repeirt of an ind(‘|K'n<k‘nt aiuditor. 

'file main defects of the roalition (lovern- 
ment we're vaarienisly attrihuteel te> the^ size' eaf 
the' ('avhine'l. its compositieai, a\nel tlie^ charatett'r 
e>f the JVime Ministe*r hiinse'lf. That the 
Cabinet \vt\s toe) htrge wais uuepie\stie>nable, liiid 
Wats aelmitte'd frankly by mt'inbers of aill pansies. 
A body e>f 2:1 men e)f N e'ry uneepial degrees of 


aibiJity, tired by tlu'ir depfirt mental laV>ours, 
anel meeting every few elaiys for a couple of 
iiejurs, was, indeed, an imj)ossibIe 'machinery 
inr making war. As early as September, 1015, 
The Times wais tirging the necessity of substi- 
tuting ai smailler (,Uibinet, meeting every day. 
Th<? result, it said, of the size of the Cabiru'b 
was “ postpoiuanent, waint of grip find pre- 
visioiij su£)erHciid and ill-consid(*retl plans, 
a failure to ‘ see tlu* war steadily and see it 
whole.’ ” It added : 

Fi>r tlm pll^pos^^s of tho war we hoimI a far smaller 
Cabinet, fortific(l by a i)ropt*r Corieral Staff, uiwl assisted 
(not dominated) by us many Special Committees as may 
bo roejuirod. Its inombcrs should bo relieved as far as 
possible from di^partmental df'tail, and they sho\ild moot 
every day for as many liours as may Vie necessary to tak<3 
proirn)t, considcrod, and effect ivo action. 

On November 2, 1915, Mr. Asquitli, in a 
spet'eb in whicdi he admitted tlie differenees of 
opinion ('xisiing in the (Government on the 
question of eompulsory st'rviee, imnf)unced that 
it liad been d(‘(dded to ert'ato ti W’^ar Commit tc'o 
for “ tlu' higher dirtudion of the war.” Ten 
days Ititt'r the nann's of its ineml)ers were given. 
'They were to bo tlu' Prime* Minister himself, the 
Se^cre'tary of State for War, t h(3 First Lord of 
the Aelmiralty the Minister of Munitions, 
the Seuretiiry of Slide for the Colonies, 
iind the* Chancellor of the Kxc'lu^fpjer. d’he 
(’ommitti'e was to ha\'(‘ the* tissistafice* of 
naval, militiiry and dijilomiitie^ advisers. It 
will bt* seen tlnd. this (’ommitb'e was still open 
to the ohjee'tion tliat it- was composed of hc'ads 
of de])artments. It was we*Icomed, howt've'i*, 
as a step in the3 right direction, and with the 
recoustitutiou of tlu* (.Geiieml Staff and the 
prospeedive* formation of a common, War 
(’ouncil among the Allies, there w’as reason to 
hope for a more eflieient prosecution of tho 
war. 

The formation of the V\'ar Commit t(M> was 
immediately followed by the resignation from 
the (’iihinet of ^NTr. AViiislou (’hurchill, who, not 
being on the (.\)mmitt('e, felt that he “ could not 
jwcept, i\ ]K)sition of general rt\spoiisibility for 
war pt)lu*y without auy effect ive sliaro in its 
guidance and control.” Mr. Churchill w-as 
doomed to diseov'er that his sc'rvdces could very 
well be spared. The Cabinet had been more 
seriously weakened by the resignation, on 
October 12, of Sir JOdwanl Carson, who pro- 
testcMl against thc^ ‘‘ gyrations ” of the Oovxirn- 
inent's policy in the llalkans. 

Thest' resignations were but tho outward 
anil visible signs of the internal disstnisions 
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which iiianifested themselves in the Ooverii- 
jiient as each fresh prol:)lein arose for solution 
'rherc^ were months during whieli the ("ahinel, 
while withholding from the ]^uhlie the rc'alitu's 
of tlie situation, a])peared incapahlo of arriving 
at any decision wliatever. ft is netvih'ss to 
recall the <lelays and hesitations whicli marked 
the introduction of com})ulsory military sia* 
vice, and the conflict ing infiiu‘nc(‘s which 
revealed themselves in tlu* lia’f-hearttMl (dTorts 
of the pf>liticians to adjust tlaar id<'as to the 
new conditions and the nation’s ikmmI. 'Fhe 
extraordinary situation prodiK‘cd at the laul 
of tlie year by Mr. Asquith's “ jih'dge " to tln‘ 
married recruits has l)ceii fully dcscTilx^tl in 
Vol. VI ir., (diap. ('XX\’I. That tlu* tragic 
failure of the Dardanelles Kx[)(*dition did not 
lead to a popular exjilosion was evidt'iice not 
of tlu^ country's confi«k*nce in its lead<‘rs, hut 
of its amazing st‘lf-<*ontroi. ^leanw liile the 
aberrations of tlu^ censorship exasjjeratej I 
and misled public opinion alikc^ at honu* and 
in Allied and neutral countries. 

The yiKir 19 Ki opcaied with the (V)alition 
CUdnnet faced by a \’ery st'rious state* of things. 
The ( JovM*rnnu*nt laid d('cid(*d in tlu* last 
4)f 1915 in favour of com])ulsorily (*nlisting the 


largi’s number <^f single men who Juul j\ot 
attested volimtarily uiuhu' Tu>rd J)c*rby’s re- 
cruiting schenu*. On Xew ^’c*ar's Day it was 
announced that Sir .lohn Simon had resigntul 
as a protest against this decision. Tlu* iu‘\v 
poli<*v was (‘inbodii'rl in a Hill whicii Mr. 
Ascpiith introduet'd into the Houst^ of ('oni' 
inoiis o!i .lanuary 5. As was shown in tlu* chap- 
ter abovt* (dtt*d tlu*re was at first coiisiderablo 
opposition from the Labour l*ai-ty, who d(*cid<*d 
to witiulraw from tlu* (oudition, a.iul from 
tlu* Xationalists, who votc*d in a body against 
the th'st- reatling, although Irelaiul was 
t'X(*ludi*d from the op(‘ration of the measure*. 
Hut publics opinion was so unmistakably in 
favour of tlu^ proposals that the op[)osition 
stt‘a.dily tlwindled into insignificance*, ddui 
three Labe)ur ]\liniste*rs withelre'W' their re*sig- 
natieins eai Mr. Asepiith’s giving a. guarante*e? 
that the* Hill weiuld not l>e* iiseel as a. we*ape)n 
tor inelustrial ce>mpulsie>n, anel flu* Nationalists 
e*xe*ha!ig(*d tlu*ir first attituele* e)f he)stility fe»r 
the» me>re* le)gie*al e)ne^ e)f neaitrality . 

With the passing e>f the< first Se*rvu'ce- Hill e>n 
.binuary 27 the' Se*ssie)u came* to an e*ne|. d’lu* 
ne*w' Se*ssie)n be*gan on Fe‘bruary 15. and in a 
slu>rt tune* tlu* e|ue*stiem e)f military se'rvie*e* 



MR. HUGHES’S VISIT S'O THE FLEET. 
He is seen speakini^ to a ship’s company. 


THE PARIS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AFTER THE WAR, JUNE 19. 1916. 

Briand, French Premier, presided, Eord Crewe, Mr. Boner Daw, and Mr. Hushes are seen on the left. 
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again becamo tho cliief pre -occupation ot‘ the 
country. Tho first Service Act had not long 
been in operation before it booaino clear that 
the niimbor of single men provided by it uas 
not sufficient to meet the national require- 
ments A Cabinet crisis was postponed for a 
few days by the introducl ion of IVfr. JMcKemia’s 
Budget, which set out to raise the unpre- 
cedented revenue of £500,0()(),000. But no 
sooner was this out of tho way than the situa- 
tion in the Cabiruit beca?no a<*uto. On the 
eve of tho Easter r()cess Mr. Ascjuitli announced 
that there were still “material points of dis- 
agreement in the Cabinet, and if those points 
are not settled by agreement, the result must 
bo the ])reak-up of the OovenuncMit." Be 
added that tho Cabiixet was united in be- 
lieving tliat such an ov'ont would be a national 
disaster of tho most formidable kind. 

"I"he matter was settled by a compromise, 
at which the House of Coinnuais, more states- 
manlike than tht' Ministry, refused to look, 
and tho intended Bill, wlii<'h uould ha\(‘ 
applied compulsion to boys and (dd soldiers, 
while leaving masses of unat tested marrietl 
men fre^e from service, uas never actually 
introduced. The (Cabinet now (l('cided to take 
tho plunge. Tlu' second Servito Bill, ex- 
tending th(‘ priiieipk* of com[)ulsion to all 
n\oii of military age, uas ini roduetul, and with 
its paissage into law on May 25 Hk' long n*- 
oruiting i;onl I'oversy was closeil. s«> far as ihe 
main prineipkjs of serv ice ucre eoiuu*! ned. 

IVleaJiwliilt*, the ( lov eriiniont ha<l Ix eii con- 
fronted with the situation in Ireland, wliieh 
ap]>eared, f<.>r moment, the. gravest of all 

the grave dinkultios with u liich the Coalition 
had had to contend. Tho fnli history of the 
Irish rising has been given in Vol. VllT., 
Chaps. CXyiXW, and CXXXV. It will be 
remembered that elYorts were then made to 
bring about a solution of tlie Jrisli <jueslioii. 
It is only nccossary to say here tlad the failure 
of tho nogot iati<Jus, although it might not b<i 
final as regarded Ireland, was a fresh blow to 
the prestige of th(^ Gov(‘riuiient, which wiis 
held to luiv^o given another exhibition of hc*lp- 
lossness and laek coli(*sif)n and driving power. 

At the beginning of March, 1010, the Prime 
Minister ot the Australian Commonwealth, 
Mr. W. M. Hughes, roachefl England on a visit 
which lasted until June 24. Passing through 
Canada on his way, ho had taken ])art in a 
Cabinet meeting at whitsli questions of war 


erganization wore discussed. Jle had also 
recently had a meeting with the Prime Minister 
of Xcw Zealand. Tic came, th<‘refore, with 
fresh and exceptional knowledge of the view's 
of large portions of the Empire. On INbueh 9 
he attondod a nuM'ting of the Ca})inct — a land- 
nuirk in Imperial tlrvelojanent for which tlu‘ 
only precedent had been in July, 1015, when 
Sir Bobert Bordtm had done the sai»ie. Thore- 
alter ho delivered in various parts of tlie country 
a series of astonishing speeches, which for their 
vigour and direetness contrasted very favour- 
ably with the hesitating uttoranees of most 
English Y>^>htieians. His principal topics wei*e 
tho necessity of clearing British ciommercc from 
tho alien and hostile influence wliich German 
intrigue had very where wovt'u into its fiibric, 
tho vital intt^rcoimexion between a nation’s 
economic policy and national sabdy, and the 
urgent necessity of devising a policy for tho 
British Em pin' as a whole. Tho following aro 
typical ('xamples of the idea wliieli for nmuy 
we(‘ks lu' laid IxJorc ent husia-stic a.u(lienc(‘s ; 

I \va.ii( l<> niakt* uim thing C|iiit(> c'lnur, that wlial L am 
aclvncating is not, moroly a change of fiscal policy, not 
incM-oly, or ev«‘n nort*ssarily, what is calloil I'anlf Knforiii, 
allliougli tlijs may, jn’ohably will, ittriilonlally follow, 
hnt a fim(iani(inl.al change in our ich’as of govormnnui as 
ap|)]ic<l to ccoiioinic aiul national inatU'rs. 'J’lio fact is 
that tho wliolo conct^pl ot mochyn statesmanship noods 
r(‘\ i.'-ion. Jhil Knpland luis btM'ii, and is, iho chief of 
sinfx'rs. (^uMo af>art from tho idea of a self-containoil 
J'hnpirn there is Iho idi'a of Jiritaiii as an organi/.ed 
n.‘i.tion, t»iganr/.«*d for trade, for industry, for economic. 
jn.NlitH*, for na-titinal fh-fence?, for tho preservation of tho 
uf)rl<i’s poa.«‘o, for th<i protection of tlio vveak against tho 
.strong. Tliat is a noblo ideal. It ought to be, it must 
be, ours. . . . 

Wbcii L speak of onr Ernpiro and tho groat ilosliny 
tliat opens lioforo it, I do nf)t speak of territorial I'xpnii- 
sioii nor ot iiiereaso of woalMi, but of wider opportunities 
for the development of tho institutions of froo govorn- 
riient and of such economic anil social conditions tis aro 
worthy of a gnait people, compatible with tho integrity 
of tho Empire, and which will ensure tho peaceful nations 
of the earth absolute seeurity from all who tsook to disturb 
tho world’s peace. 

Mr. Hughes’s visit coincided with tho mooting 
in Baris of an Economic (’onfercnco of tho 
Allies. Tin's eonfereneo arotisi'd great anxiety 
in English Ibidical and Erc*o Tnule circhvs, 
which sujiposed that Franco was st'eking to 
lure England into some kind of Protectionist 
ambush. Mr. Asquith ha.steiied fo assure 
the.se persons tliat tho British nqinvseiitat ives 
would return from Paris uncommitted to any 
specific measures, and that nothing woiiltl lio 
said hy them which would in any dt'gn e fettor 
the freo action either of tho Govt'rnment or 
of tt ho Houso of Commons, i^ut an incident 
wdiieh occurred at the* Manchester ('hmiiher of 




MR. I.I.OYD (jK(JRGE at THE FRONT: DISCUSSING THE SHELL QUESTION 
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( Vumnorcc', tli<‘ citadc'l <»f Kivt* Tra(L‘, (*<m- 
lirint'cl tin* (hat tla‘ country, as a whoh*, 

had definitely made up its mind upon certain 
broad principh's ot lOn^land's future trade 
policy. A s])lit laiN in^ < tccurrt'd ov<‘r an vA t cnn)t 
naaie by the* directors of tl\<' (Maimbfr to 
e’ommit t he* ( ‘|jambe*r (e> t he* maint e*nanee* e)f tin* 
])e)lie*y eii Ire'e* impoi’ls, and a. nu inoranelum e)f 
the* elirecteirs laivinjj: he*e*!i rejected ])y a Irr^e* 
majority, an e*l(*c(i(in was lielel to till the* place-s 
<»f the* eliree't e)i*s haef e-on^eejiient !y re'si^neMi, 
Of tfie* elect ('d, IS we*re ele‘finit e'l\' ple’dtre'd 
JUjainst Fre*e* 'Vnuh^ with Gevrmaiiy afte*r the* 
war, while* t wo we*re* in favour e)f it anel twe> we*re 
not eommitte'el e'ither way. In fae*f, as Mr. 
.Me*rbcrt Samue'l, tin* ne)nH' Se'e*i*e*tarv, d(*(*lare*el, 
“lhe‘i*(* was undeaibteelly at this m<une*nt 
thieai^heeut the* nation a wiele’sj)re*ael and inte*n.'^e* 
fe*(‘]in.i; that after the* war we slnnilel ne>t be able 
te) e'nte'i* a^avin into frie'uelly e*e|ual trade* re*latie)n- 
ships with theise* whe) we*r«* ne>w' our e*ne*mie*s.*’ 
]t was t h<*re*teu*e* with much sat isfae*t ie)n tliat 
the* e-ountry leairne'd tliat :\Ir. Hii^he*s was ^e)in^ 
te» be* prese'Ut at the* I’aris (\aife*re*iie*e. Vn the 
Fre*nch his part ie*ipat ion was e*spe*(*ially prati- 
tyinjj;, feu' tla*y re*cogni7.e'd in him a true*!* 
represe*ntativi* of Ibitisli opinion than wi*re 
seane* of those wlio luul been lemdest in Die 


exf)ivssie)n of tlieir vie*ws atiout the desirability 
of the-* (V>nfe‘re^ne*e. 

The* Conf(*re*nce met on ,Iune 14 at the Qnai 
d'Orsay and sat fe)r fe>nr days. Hesides Mr. 
Hughes, the* Hritish de*l(*gate_s were* l\lr. Jlonar 
Law, Lore! Cre we (in tlie absemt*e of Mr. Uuiici- 
man. Pre sident of tlie* Hoard e)f 'JVade) and Sir 
(h'eu-ge* Fh Fe>s(er, Camidian Ministe'i* e)f Ce m 
m(*rci*. The* re*sult w as a com] reJic iisix e 
agre*e*me*nt , not nu‘re*ly U]">on the financial and 
e*ce>neanie* measures tei be^ take*n against the 
<*nemy as military weapons during the* stn ggle 
and during tlie ])eriexl eif recejnst ructiein to 
feillow it, ])ut also upeai the> ineiin lines eif the* 
ceanmon ])olie*y on tlu se subjects w he*n the* 
pe*rie)d had ceime te> an e*nd. The resolutions 
of the* Conforerice we re* ]nd)lislird on .lune* 21. 
and em dune 2:{ ^Mr. Ibinar Law., s])eaking at a 
elinne*r gi\cn to Mr. Hughes by Australians in 
Lemdon, eleelcwd “ I am ce rtain that the se* 
reseilutions will be adopted not only by the 
present (le>Nernmcnt but by the present House* 
of Commons, and (hat they may be taken as 
representing the* settled policy of the British 
< Je>vernine*nt.*’ It is neit surprising, in view of 
the t(ualities e^f the flovc*rnment, that denibts 
were nevertheless expressed whether, after the 
dc*parture of Mr. Hughes, who had contributed 
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much to the passing of the resolutions, and who 
had been one of the few men during the war to 
display a really great Imperial eoneeption, 
these (‘X tensive ideas would not be submerged 
in the welter of party polities. 

Tn view of the (teneral Kleetif)n whieh, 
although oiiee more deferred by the extension, 
on August 17, of the life of theexist ing I’arliameiit 
for a period of seven months -i.e., unt il April :10, 
1017, must inevitably ])e held soonta* or later, 
there was a strong demand among members of 
all parlies for a lu'w regisi(‘r of elect ors. '^riie 
question of registration had been the subject 
of pledges and assuranee^ and “ (‘ariu'st eon 
sid(^ration ” ever sin<‘(» the pn'vious prolongation 
of i^arlianient in .January. It was now furth(‘r 
complicated by a movenu'nt ifi favour of 
exti'.iKhng tlie fratwliise to soMiers and sailors 
on active service*, ddio (tovernment failed t(» 
agree, and attempt<'d It) shift tladr n*sponsi- 
bility on to the Houst* of (’ommons by pro- 
posing that th(* whole* matter should be referred 
to a Select Committee. Ilut tlu* House* refused 
the proposal, and the < io\'(*r!imeiit liad no 
alternat iv(* >)ut to try again. TJiis tinu* t h<*y f(‘ll 
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back upon their usual compromise ; a Spc'cial 
Kegist(^r Bill w’as lutrochiet'd by Mr. As(piith 
on August 1.5 whieh, while making no funda- 
mental change in the franchise law, would in 
fact- liave added to th(* regislt*r a larg(^ number 
of soldiers anti sailors who had not been tpiali- 
fied t() vote lx fore by the presumption that- 
tiu*ir ])roeess of tpialificat ion had not- b(*en 
interrupted by tJu*ir t'ngagiMiu'nt- in military 
service*. Tin's scht'nn*, how’(W’(*r, failetl tf) 
seeiin* gent'ral assent and the Bill had to bt* 
withdrawn. It was not until Oetobt^r that a 
( ^)nf<*r(‘nc(‘ of nu*mbers of both lloust's invitt'd 
by the Speakt'i*. who had cons(*nted to act- 
as Chairman, jiad to esamiia* t Ik* w htde 
(pi<‘stion. including tlie n*h)rm of the franchist*. 
the basis for tht* redist ribut itai of K(*ats. t hi* 
reform of tlu* s\’st(*ni of registration, and tht* 
method t>f elections, anil the mannt*r in w'hit‘h 
th(*ir costs should bt* born(\ The Conft‘renct» 
had not r(‘ported w hen tht* ( lovt*rnm('nt ft‘ll. 

'Tht' administration of the War OUiet* unilt*r 
Lord Kitclu*nt'r did nt>t (scape tlu* general 
criticism of indt*cision and dt*lay to which tin* 
whole proceedings t>f the (’ojilition CoM'inment 
wt*rt‘ t‘X])i>si'd in (‘vt*r inert'a-sing nu*a.sur(*. ddu* 
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inunilinns crii^ih wliicJi Ijrou^lit * df)\Nn ibo 
Lib<*ml ( ioveriiiii(*nt (.•jr'HtccJ, us has 

tJic Ministry of Mnrntions iindc'i* ^Ir. 
l^loyd (Ifor^f. ''I'iia.t was tlio first lartro cai- 
(5roH<*fnnont upon tho powors aiifl responsibilities 
of tlu* overburdened S<*c*retary of State for War. 
Lord Kitelif iua ’s at piiblie prt*sti^f' reinainetl, 
and inifo?*t nnately Jiis eolleagues remained at 
all tiiiKs rt'ud^' to slieltei’ In'liind it. ]{nt more 
and itjore tlie war outgrew the po‘-sibilities ()f 
an organization the eentral h'ature of w}u(*h 


of tfie rioxerniiient in regard to military 
operati(jnft.” This meant that Sir William 
Robertson would enjoy far greater powers than 
the chief of the CJeneral Staff had possessed 
hitlierto, and that orders to commanders woidd 
go out in his name and no longer in that of tho 
Secretary of State for W^ar. Kven so, the 
centralization at the War Office remained the 
subject of severe criticism up to the eve of 
T^ord Kitchener's tragic death at sea at tho 
beginning of June. 



MR. I. LOYD tJKOROR AS SHCRKTARY' FOR WAR, IN CONSULTATION WITH 
M. BRIAND, THK FRENCH PREMIER. 


wn^^ conci'nl red ion of n\sponsi]iilit y in T..ord 
l\ it <liciu‘i‘ s own li.tnds wliili* c\ cry da\' in- 
crenscil tlu' iu'ce>sit \ tor dch'gat ion of re.sptmsi- 
bility. Al lest, jn^t Ix't’ore (Mu*istma.s, afti'r 
liOrd Kilchencr iiad returiu d from t Ir visit 
a prclcce (<> tl,v o\ ctMicl ion of (.’nlli]M>li 
which. Jit file rct|\H"-it ot |\is collt'iigui's,’ he 
made to the t'asli'rii llu'a.fre of war. the 
Impi’i’icl < h'iu*ral Stall was ri'oi’ganize<! with 
Sir Williciu Rolierlson as i!> chief. Subse- 
tpu'ntly it was laiil down by an (>7<lcr int^nincil 
(.Ian? 27 . 1911 )) that " the Lhivf of tlie (Jei^'ral 
Staff sluvll be rt'sponsible for is'^iiing tlu* orders 


W hen Lord Kitchener died Air. IJoyd George 
becaine Secret a.ry of State for War, l)eing 
succH*i lied as Minister of Alunitions by Air. 
Montagu. 

Tlie question of the country's position with 
iM'gard both to home' difeqct' jigainst the raids 
of aircraft and to the sup])ly of suitable and 
suflii'ientJy abundant a.t‘r<4planes fia* offensive 
purpost's at the froTit was at times the source 
of considerable public anxiety— an anxiety 
which the reticence of oflieial corfifntwiques and 
the unsatisfactory answers of the Vnder Secre- 
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THE CALL-UP OF “ COMBRD OUT MEN, JANUARY 1, 1917. 


tnry of State for War in tlie House* of (Vnniuons 
tended rather to iner(*a.H<‘ than allay. The 
raids themselves, as is shown in (’hapters 
CVI 1 1 , tand ( ^XXV 111., while tlu'y eanstMl a iiiim- 
her of easiuiUies among harmU'ss nu'ii, >\onu‘n 
and childrM'u, signally faih'd to ])rodnee' eitlu'i* 
the material ortlui moral (*tf(*ets intended by t he 
enemy. Hnt while the ])uldie n('\<‘r rt'garde'd 
them oth(*rwis(* than a.s an ieeoiiveanenec' -as 
time ^^enl on the restrietions witlj n‘;^ar<l t(> 
stn'et, shop atid house* lighting gie‘\\ nmn* 
severe* the* elilhe*ulty e>f ehse*o\e*nnu e*\a.e*tly 
wlie.> was T*<‘speuisiblt' f()T* a,nt i-airei aft di*f<*iie*e‘ 
produe*eel a murkeel srnso <»f irritation. This 


le*d in seane* east's to elt'iiamils fe)r rt*prisals 
whie'h, whetlu'r the'V woiilel have* be'en eiTe*elivt^ 
e)r ne)l, wt‘i-<‘ (‘xeluelt‘el feir the* simple" re'ase)n 
that, at the* time, mae‘hin<'s suitable* fen* the* 
purpe)se* e>f long elista.nee* raiels e*e>ultl ne)t bt> 
spart»el frenn the* urge‘ut nee*ds e)f tht> varie)us 
fre)nts in sulheie*!!! mimbe*rs te) proelue’t* a 
se*rious e*riVet. \(‘\ e rt he‘lt'ss, seaui* raiels wt'ro 
iiawle* e)n /eppe*lin shr‘els, a,nel by the* midelle* eef 
Ke*l)rua.r\', 101(>, the* tlutie*s e>C liome* elt*f(*nee' 
leul be‘e'n eletinitely elixieleel bi*lwe'e*u the Xa\y 
aiiel Army, the* foiiuei* be ire/ responsible* until 
he)stilt* aiT‘e*ral’t re'aela el tla* eoast , anel the're*- 
a.ft(‘r the* little*!*, unelc!* the* eiire*et. e-ontrol e>f 
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Field 'Marshal Sir John French, Coinmandfr* 
in-Chief for Home Defence. As the output of 
the factories increased, it became possible, 
greatly to increase tlie supply of anti-aircraft 
guns, and witli increased practice in night- 
flying and improved methods of attack highly 
satisfactory results were attained in the 
df'structitai of six hostile airships in September 

-November, 191(1. l^y that time the authori- 
ties had learnt a lesson whieh '/'he Times had 
b('en inculcating ever since the raids began, 
and had n'alized that nothing but good resulted 
from permitting full, though of course duly 
censored, descTiptitms in the l^ress. 

Th(‘ ('Hiciency of the administ rat ion and 
command of tlu* Royal Flying Corps was a 
fiirtla^r question which gave (ho (hjv’<‘riimc‘nt 
mu(di troul)le in tlu^ first six months of 191(). 
There had long c»xisterl a ft^(‘ling, based, iiah^ed, 
for the most })art, on ill-informed assertions, 
that- the authoriti(^s were- not- fully alive to the 
growing importance of the ])art- pJayed by air- 
craft in file war, and wc^re mort^ conctaaied in 
inventing ingenions rc'plies (o criticisms in th(‘ 
Houses of (.Vamnons tlia-ii in “ thinking alicatl " 
on the lines of a large policy ^Matters Averc' 
brought, to a climax by sonu? dramatic s])eeclics 
by Mr IVanberton Rilling, iM.R., in which, ifi 
addition to serious (‘omplaints regarding the 
Royal Nav al Air S(*rvic<\ h(^ eharged th<^ Royal 
Flying Corps Huthoriti<'s with criminal negli- 
goiKM*, tjiainly in cansifig Army pilots to fly 
iinsuit abl(Mna<‘hines. 'I’la^ ( h>vernnn*nt repliecl 
by appointing a (V)mmi(le(^ of I ii\ t'st igat ion, 
which, between May 18 and August 1, lu'ard 54 
witnesses, and wliieli issued tw'o Reports 
(August and I>(‘cember). 'riif'se reports slnwv<‘d 
that the allegations, largcdy depending on liear- 
say evidence, were, as regards tlie- ('hargii of 
criminal negligence, dev’oid of bamdation. 
wliile thf) }i(^a.ds of tlie Koyal Flying Corps, in 
the geneiad mallt^r of unpre|)arediu‘ss and 
(UTors in jndgnanit, were found to have made, 
in very diflicult eireuinsiances, extraordinarily 
bnv^ mistake's, and thosi^ of no vital imfx/rtaTa e. 
In any e^ase, the magnifi<‘ent w<jrk of the Royal 
Flying (.’orjis at the front, in spite eif such 
temporary disadvaiitagevs as the occasional 
production of (*xc<‘})t ioiuil machines by tfic 
enemy, went far to restore to the* puhlie- tlu* 
confideaiee which it liad fuilcul to d(*ri\'e from 
the oflieial (*xp)anations of the ( JoveTimu'iit. 
The Royal Nav^nl Air Service escaped investi- 
gations for the time being. 

Meanwhile, the vexed question of the e)rgani- 


zation of the Air Se^rviee as a wliole, and the 
problem, amielst the* growing competition for 
materials, machinery anel ' labour^, of rtHU)n- 
filing the claims of tlie Royal Naval Air Servie*e^ 
and the Koyal Flying (V)rps, revived once meire' 
thc3 suggestion that a ^liniste^r eif the Air shoulel 
be appointee!. Although this iile'a neve*r foimel 
favour with the (Jovernment, the aelvantage's 
of entrusting ceaist met ion, e'xpt'rinu'iit, anel 
materiel ge‘ne*rally to one^ hodv" we're* v eigue'Iy 
aelmitteel. A iialiing ste'p in this elire'ertion 
was maeh^ in the a|)pe>intme'nt of a. Joint Air 
Committe'C, but inte’r-elf'partnu'ut al and intea*- 
Ser\'ieu> jealousy anel the* ahstaice* of any rt'al 
fKnve'r* soe)n leal to the* re'signation eif the e*liair- 
man, Tuirel De'ihy, anel Jiord Montiigu e)f Re*an- 
lieai, anel tlu* Commit (i^e*'s collapse*. It- was sue*- 
ciHulcd, in May, by an Air Roard, witli Liual 
Ciirzon as ITe'sidtait. This Rearel, although it 
did ge^oel weii'k within its limitenl ]U)we‘rs, snf- 
fe'reul from tlu^ sanies defee-ts as (lu* Air (V>ni- 
mitfeu^ CV)imiu*iiting on its appoint nu'id , '/'he 
'/'hues re'markod : “Frankly, we* re’gard tlu* 
Reiarel as one' meire') stop-gap, wliie*h <*.an only 
sue*eH*e*d by a miracle'.” Tlu.» miracle* elid imt 
lm.f)])(*n. 'riiei re'fusal e)f tlie Aelmiralty fe) fall 
in with a sclienu* wliich weiulel in any ele*gre*e> 
reib tlu^ Keiyal Navy of its ine|e^pe*nd<‘ne*e le»el 
tei inee'ssant (*ont rovu'rsii's. No propi'i* e‘o- 
ordinatiein e*\iste*d with the? ^Ministry e>f ^limi- 
t ions- tlu* beuly ultimate*ly re*sponsibl(‘ for the 
materials and labour ree[uirod. Mr. Ralfour w as 
immovable ; tlu^ air weis full of re*signat ieins, 
anel ii elcadlock appe*are*d to have' set in, w lu*n 
a gre*ate*r e*risis snpe*rve*neel. 

Tlu* enu*stie)ii eif pi*Tisie)ns fe)i* elisable'el olliee'rs 
and iiu*n, anel e)f alleiwance'S anel grants lei 
wive's, widenis, cliildre*n anel e>the*r ele-pe'iulant s. 
prov'(*e| a vi'ry thorny e)Tu*. Feir e)ve*r t wei yt'ars, 
eluring which tlu* rnatteu* beuranu' ste*adily more? 
e*e)mplie*ate‘d and chaotic, tlu* ( JeivMaimicnt 
sought to re*ly upon v’ohmfary e'ffort T’alheT 
tlian tei place* tlu* biisine'ss undea* the* iinnu'diate* 
e'ontrol e>f t hei Sleile*. V\'he*n llu' war broke* 
out- the*, eaily e>fbcial e)rg mizat ieai in <*xist e*iice‘ 
lor the? Army was the* CoiMmission(*rs e)f I Ik* 
Royal II (jspital for SoIdie*rs at ( 'hcbi a , w ho l>ad 
to admiiiiste'r* tlu* payment of tlu* flat rate* 
pe*nsie)ns anel allow ane*e*s laiti elow ii by Royal 
W'arrant. Xot einly w e're* t he*se so inade'epiate* 
in tl)e*ms(*lv'e*s as to re'ejuire si jppl(*mcnl ing 
freim vejhmtary source's, but, e)\ving te) tlu* 
gr^at v.ariet y in tlu? e-ircum^-^tanee's eif tlu* oflice'rs 
anel men in the ne'-vv Armie*s, a very e*labe»rate' 
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I HK HN I KANCK TO THH IIOSIMTAL. 

in\ 'iZMi ion into incUN'idiinl casos wtis iieodiMl 
to brinir tlu^ total into a proper 

pro[)ortioii to the lu'cc’ssit ios of tiu' n*cipieiit 
or Ins doprntlants. Tlio \vt>rk of iiiN ost igal 
(ho eases and snp|>UMnent it»^ (he fiat -rate 
pt'iisions >\ as in (ht* Iiands of tlie Soldit'rs’ and 
Sailors" .l"ainilit‘s Association, tlu< Soldiers’ 
and Sailors' Ih'lp Society and the Royal 
J’atriotie Knnd Corporation. 

Hy Novenihi'r, Ihlt, these voluntary so- 
<*ieties liad been simply overwhelmed by tlie 
^rowtli of tlu' Army, and nmoh i^lissatisfaotioii 
was expressed at the inequalities, o\’<'rta piling 
and anomalies arising out of tin* purely vuluii- 


CHELSEA HOSPITAL. 

tary syst(»m of supplementing the pensions 
granie<l )>y tlio State. Numerous conferences 
and a vigorous Pr(‘ss cami)a.ign finally led to thc> 
appointment of a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, which recomnu'iuh'd a 
revision of the scale of flat -rate pensions and the 
establishiiH^nt of a now central body which 
was to repri'sent not only tho three voluntary 
societies above mentioned })ut tho ( Jovernnu’nt 
as well. The sum of £1 ,00O 000 was to he given 
to this body by the Treasury to -form the 
nueleus of a fund (wJiich was to ho mainly 
V()lunta»'y ) for the [lurposn of supplenanting 
the llat-rato pensions. A Ihll was introduced 
juid after a somewhat stormy passage beeana.i 
law on November 10, 191.5. Tla^ Naval and 
^lilitary A\'ar Pensions, efc , Aet, as it was 
eallecl, .st*t up a Statutory Commit tc‘t‘ of the 
Ibjyal Patriotic Fund Corpt)ration, consisting 
of 27 members with tlie Prineo of ^\'nles 
as Chairman. Tho acting chairman was 
]\lr. Cyril .Taekson. The dutic^s of the Statutory 
Coiiimittoo w ('!’(' mainly to supplement existing 
pensions, grants and separation allowances, 
and to make grants or allowances in cases w here 
no separation allowaiiees or pensions wore 
payable out of public* funds. They were also 
to make provision for the care of disabled 
oirie<*rs and men after they had left the Service, 
including provision for their health, training 
and omiJiloyment. Tlieir first task was to 
establish local commit tc'es all over tho country 
to assist them. Put a keen controversy had 
raged throughout as to whether voluntary 
funds .should enter into any Government 
scheme, the. view ht'ing held, rspt‘cially in 
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Labour circles, that as a supplement in itself im- 
plied the inadequacy of the flat -rate, the State 
should shoulder the whole burden. And now 
the question arose whether tlu* Statutory 
Committee .should take into account, in arrivint; 
at the amount of its supplements, the grants 
made by local funds to local pensioners. The 
acute differences between tlie Statutory Com- 
jiiittee and the holders of these local funds 
postponed for a time the coming into operation 
of the local committees upon which the Statu- 
tory Committee was foresee I to rely. NevcT- 
theless, much good preliminary work was 
done under gn^at tlifliculties, and by October, 
1916, after mucli negotiation, in the cours<^ 
of which Mr. McKcama promised to increase 
the nucleus fund in the hands of the Committee 
tc^ £6,000,000 and to revise once more the 
flat-rate scale, an agreiMnent was roa(*hod 
between the Statutory Committed' and the 
I.iord Mayors, Mayors and other local au- 
thorities. 

Hy this time the number of cases to be <lealt 
with had Vjocoino altogetli(*r iinmanagt'abk^ 
The chief authorities involved wore no fewer 
than six in number — namely, tlu^ Admiralty, 


Greenwich Ilospilal. the' M^ar Omce, Chelsea 
Hospital, the Statutory Committee and the 
Civol Liabilities Ctanmission. There wais also 
the (^‘ntral Army iVnsinns Issue Ofli(^e, 
which was re.s]Kjnsil)le for making the actual 
payments. Among all these t>odies th(‘n* 
was naturally a certain amount of overlapping 
and considerable d(*lay and friction dia^ to 
the incessant need of reha’enee from oik* body 
to another. In <*onse(nn*iKM', it too often hap- 
pened that, while the eoidlii'ting anthoritii's 
were com[K)sing tlu»ir difterc'iiees, the unfortu- 
nate discharged soldier or liis dependants were 
loft pi'nniloss. Tin* eommoiu'st ease of hardship 
was due to tin* praetice of the W'ar Otli<‘e of 
stopping the separation allowanee on a man’s 
discharge. inst(*ad of waiting until th(^ matter 
had hc‘en dealt with locally with tile 
re‘<iilt that tlit^ man miglit Im^ ]>rae( i(*ally 
de‘<titnte for months. Tlu'se and similar 
cast's amounted to a public scandal, which 
w^as boldly and succ(*ssfiilly t‘X[)ost‘d by Sir 
Kredt*riek Milnt'r. 

The only renu*dy w as oliviously some c(*ntral 
controlling autliority. and (*arly in October a 
Commit. teti of tla* (^^hin(*t was appointed to 
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inquires into the whole question. 'J'he 
Committee njeommeiided tlie institution of 
a Pensions Boarch with a Minister r«‘sj>on- 
sihl(‘ to Parliament at its head, the ehief 
fiinetif)!! of the; Board tieinj^ to eo-ordinat(‘ 
the work of tin* (‘xistinj^ ho<lies. Mr. 
Arthur Henderson, wlio ha<I heen a<*tin^’ as 
Chairman of tlu' Chelsea Commissioners, and 
liad h(M*n working ema’i'et ieall y to ae<reh‘ratt‘ 
t heir operatiown, was iiali<-ated as Minist(‘r. As 
JVessident -desi^nat e of the neivv’ Hepartment lie 
explained that the Board would eoneern its(‘lf 
exelusiva‘ly witfi military pensions (not liein^ 
serv^iee pensions, whi<*h would eontinue to he 
a(lminist(‘red hy the War ()fl[i(‘e) and that the 
Adtniralty was to he left (ait of th(‘ s('h(‘m<‘. 
"!'h(‘ Bill was ^iv(*n a very unfavourahU^ r('et‘p- 
tion in Parlianaait. It was d('serih<*d ]>y Mr. 
na.y(‘s Kisher, Parliamentary S<‘eretary of tla* 
Local ( Jovernment Board and <aie of th(^ (Jovern- 
ment memhers of t h(‘ Statutory Committ<‘e as 
‘'a half-way laaise towards unitieation,” and on 
Nov(*mh(‘r 27 Mr. I log^^t* mov(‘d lui anu'ndmiait 
which eompl(d(*!y changed tlie slruetun^ of tl.e 
Bill and (‘stahlishe(l a sin^l<‘ c('nt rali/c'd scluane 
with a Minister and no Board. 'This was 
acci'pted hy the ( Jov'(‘rmn(‘nt undi'r exlnam* 
pn^ssure, and on Novemher .‘Id the (Jovernnaait 
t h(*ms4'lv'es pr<»j)()sed a numln'r of ana'iidments 
carrying <ai( Mr. I lo^j^e's pnrp<»st‘. ddie po\M‘rs 
and duties of the Admiralty in r(*sp<‘et of 
pcMisions other than ser\'ic(» p(‘nsions were 
handiMl ovrr to the new Ministry and tin* 
Statutory (V)mniitte(' was retainc'd to (*xercise 
its original dutii’s, subject to the instructions 
and control of th<‘ Minist('r, Bill was 

passed on l)t*ceniher 22. It remaiiusl to h(' 
s(*en how far tla^ e\p(‘rim(*nt of a po]iti<*al 
Ministi'i* would prove desirable, ddu'n* wen* 
many who feared that it carried with it the 
disad\aiit a^»(* that- pensions mi^ht hi'cona* tla* 
shntth'cock of parties. 

As t ht* autumn of P.)lt» won* on, the (Jo\(*rn- 
UK'iit was st'eii to 1)(* fac«*d h\’ a w hoh* seri(*s of 
^j:ra\'e prohh'ins, all din*ctly conn('cl(‘d with the 
war, and all overrita* fca* solution. Most of th<‘ 
issiK's have airt'adx been dt'serihed. But last 
and by no nu*ans li'ast then* was the prohU'in of 
man power, w hich, in .spiti* of the* reluctant and 
lu'lated Military Servict* Act.'^, dongi'd Mr. 
As(|uith's footsteps to th(* end. It will 
Ik* n*nu'mhered that tlie main difTen*nci' 
between tlu* second Military Service |Act 
and tho first was the application of com- 


pulsion to married as well as unmarried men, 
and that the second Act, jiassed in May, 
BHfi, closed smne of the worst loopholes for 
evasion of military service. But tlui .system of 
local tribunals and the network of exemptions, 
(‘xceptions and reservations remained, and it 
was .soon discovered that the .sy.stem even as 
amended hy no means represented the “com- 
plete and rounded'poliey of w hich Mr. Asquith 
had boasted. Tho technical defects of the 
Military Service Acts were obvious to all who 
w'(*r(* acquainted with conscription in othc*r 
countries ; it remained to he seen whether the 
(.Jovernment would repair tho deft'cts by skilful 
and d(‘termined administration. But in the 
ev(‘nt th(* administration of the Acts under the 
Coalition (Jovernment proved to be one long 
story of (k^part mental wrangling and ofiicial 
inertia. Thf* procc'sses of “ combing out ” and 
“ debadging " were sli-)W and ineffective, and 
when the (Jovernment tell the number of 
(‘xemptions of men of military age still numbered 
millions. “ 'rhen^ must h(* a great tightening 
up,” said Sir William Kohertson in a stirring 
speech at the* h(*ginning of October. ” Wt* ha\’(* 
adopti'd th(* pi-iii'-ipU* <.)f .National S(*r\^ice in 
theory. W’e must sis* to it that wc* put that 
principli* into [iracticc*. \\r want nu*n, more* 
men. Wo want them now, and in die* coursii 
w(* shall want all M'.(*n who can b(‘ span'd.” 
d’h(* Chi(‘f of t Ik* fmp(*i*ial (J(‘n(‘ral Staff said that 
the (jiKstion was “alwavs r(‘c(’iving constant 
and most careful a1t<'ntion from tin* (Jovern- 
iiK'iit But . alt hough the* ( Jov ernment surv iv'(*d 
for two months more. it*>! “ constant and can*ful 
attention ” bore little fruit. W’hat a coiitrast to 
th(* methods of ( Jormanv ! 'flK'ns too (a l(*tter 
sub.scupK’nt ly published from .Marshal von 
Hii.denburg to tin* Imperial (diancc'llor was 
dated S(‘pt(’mh<‘r 27). tlu* Chief of tla^ (Jeneral 
Sta.IT was (*alling at 1 (‘tit ion to the urgc'nt need 
for m(*n. P»ut t hero tin* l•t‘sult, precis(*ly w ithin 
these months of Octolx'r and \ov’(*mb(^r, was 
I Ik* inv«*nfion, adoption and appli<*ation of tla^ 
Auxiliary Servici* Law tlu* most remarkable 
extension of militarv' conscription i^ver con- 
(.•eivH*d. 

Kora time it was (wtai t(*ar<'d in somt* quarters 
tluit till* ( Jov'ernment would pri'h'r to raise 
the militarv age rathi'i* than dt*al dras- 
tically with the administration of the 
S«*rvic(* .\ets. It was clear that they would 
not face tlu* application of conscription to 
Ireland. Thi^ very suggestion produced a 
spi'ech from the Xationalist lead(*r, Mr. Red- 
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MR LLOYD (;H0K(;E in 1916. 


liioud, at Watt^rfonl, on October 6, in wliifli la* 
aurood, indeed, Ibat “it would ho a tli'^^raee 
to Ireland if Trishnien who ar»‘ fiftlilinjj^ jit tlie 
front wore left in tin; liireli and if Jn.'^hnien di<l 
not coino to their assistanee.” but talked about 
the “sinister aspect” of the “ <*ons(*ription 
threat,” which he called “a base political 
device.” Mr. Redmond added : 

I cannot believe that the Oovtjrninent will be insane 
onoiiKh to challenge a conflict with Ireland in the matter 


of eo?i>eri|)l ion. (\»iiscTij)f ion in lr(‘lan(l, so far from 
lieljjing the Army and forward inj.^ tin* inl<•rl•-^l s of the 
war, wouhl bo the most fatal tiling that ronld happen. 
It wonM l»o resisted. Kvery man in Ireland knows the 
truth of what 1 say. It would ho resi-ted in every 
villag*' in Ireland. Its ultemi)t(!d enforeement would 
bo a s<*andal whieli would ring round the wlmle civilized 
wiirhl. 

Yho ( JoN'crinncnt tlu'n con<*(*ntratrd its 
energies and built its chiof liopos on “ooinbint' 
ouL” 'I’owards the end of September they 
appointed a Man- lV)Wf*r Distribution Hoard,” 
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oonsisliiig of Mr. Austoii CharnlKirlaiii (Chair- 
man), Vis<*ount MifJIoton (V^icf -Cliainnan), Mr. 
A. Balfour (of Shcffielrl), Mr. (J. X. Barnes, 
M.i*., and Mr. SteplK*fi WViIsh, M.B. The whio 
duties as^'iftru*fl to th(j J^onrd \vf*re “ to determine 
all fjuestifjiis arisincj })et\veen Co\<‘riiment 
l>epartin(*nts lo tlie alloealion or 



I 


(JKNERAL SIK WILLIAM KOBKKISON. 

C-hicf of the Imperial (general Staff. 

economic lit ili/.al ion »)f man-po\v('r for flie 
piirpi^se of the sneeesstiil prosecution of tlu' 
war, aiul, in or<ler to ^ive effect to its <leter- 
inination. to direct the Coverninent nepart- 
inents concerned cn'ate tin* inachinerv 

necessary to co-ordinatt' their activities in 
regard to th»' tlisf rihution or ntili/ation of men 
and wonuMi." ^ 

It was known that, apart fnan the t‘xemp- 


tions })y tribunals, there wore o\'er 1,000, 000 
men nf military ago who liad received exempt ioti 
badges without ri'ferenco to the tribunals, and 
that at least 50,000 men of military ago wore 
employed in ( Jovernmcait Departnuaits, while 
tlw^re weio some 4<'(>,0t)0 “ teinporary ” exemp 
lions, and 200,000 unsettled appeals. The Man- 
power Board began work v(*ry vigorously. Its 
first step was to issue instructions declaring 
certain classes of men ineligible for badges, 
placing highly skilled men of certain trailes at 
th(^ di-<posal of th<5 Ministry of ^Iiinitions, 
rcf|uiriiig extcndorl “ dilution ” of labour, an<l 
calling up()n the tribunals lo d<*al more rapidly 
and thorouglily with appc'als. In tlu*se and 
otlier ways, and thanks very largi'ly to the work 
at the War OfTiec' of Sir Xovil ]\Iaeready as 
Adjutant (jJoTH'ral and Jhigaih('r-( leneral A. 
Caint)b(‘ll-( {t'ddes as Jlireetor of RecTuiling, a 
good d(‘al was effected. But th<‘ ( h)\^ernment 
was still iiot ready for thorough measures when 
it received on X^ivembc'r 0 the main report of 
the Man-l*o\\ <‘ 1 * Board, aiu! its reeoinnienclat ions 
wfn* most carefully wit]ilu‘Id from Parliament 
and tin*, public, during tht* reihaining \\t‘(*ks of 
|}h‘ (’oalit ion’s ('xistence. The situation \\a.s 
n*ally pretty (tlear. What was to ]>e expected 
was a clean swe(‘[) of seini'skilled and unskilled 
men imcicr a e(‘rtain ag(‘ and tit for g(*nc'ral 
militar\’ ser\ iet^ from I'ivil lanployment into 
the Army. W’hih' thi^ ( government still li(‘sitated 
the public* was perf(*etly prejian*d for this 
polic^y, and expoctc'd its application to hc'gin 
with a clean s\N(‘(‘p of the men imd(‘r- 25 or 2h 
years of age. Thc' (Jovc'rmnent at last IixcmI 
Doeombea* 7 as the dale for a discussion of the* 
Man-J*ower proldem in the Jlousc* of (’onnnons. 
It was higli tiin<‘. h]v(*n the Minister-ial Dfrihf 
(-Inonirle (November 21)) put the trutli as 
follows ; “■ 'J\‘n Meeks ago t he ]Man-Po\\<‘r Board 
M’a.s appointc'd ; and a gn*at many Me«*ks ago 
Parliamc'ut was promised an early date' to 
dc'bate its Report. The* Report and the Ik'hate 
are still not forthcoming — not ht'causc^ the* 
Hoard did not submit a prompt R('])ort, but 
beeaiise flu* (Jovermuent cannot make up its 
mind what to do with it.'’ W’lien the day fixed 
for tlu^ dc'hatc' arrived the C5overnment had 
falU'ii. 

On November 21> The declared that the 

growing un])oj)uhirit y of the (lovernment was 
due entirely to their failure to take* dc'cisions to 
wage the war witli vigour, and to organize the 
nation and themselves. There were then six 
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urgent issues- the “inan-power” question, the 
Air Board crisis, Admiralty reorganization, the 
arming of morchantmon and organization of 
merchant shipbuilding in reply to the tJerman 
submarine and destroyer campaign, the question 
of increasing tlic production of food at honu^, 
and the organization of food control and pre- 
vention of ^vaste. Few people, however, had 
any idea that, serious though the situation was, 
the Government was at last on the very evt' of 
collapse. Kfforts were subso'qucntly made by 
over-zealous i^arty su|jporters of ;Mr. Asquith 
to rej)resent him as th(' unsuspecting victim of 
an elaborate intrigue. Mr. Astpiil h himse lf, 
in his speech at the Reform (iub l)<*c(‘niber S, 
spoke of “ a wcll-organizc'd, carefully cngin(‘(‘red 
conspiracy.” It was an imfortunale assertion, 
for which there was t'xtremcly little foumlatiou 
in fact. In reality there* is no rt'ason to lH*liev<* 
t-hi^t any of the sup])OS(Ml “ cons|)ira.tors were 
even aware that the* end of tla* (.Jo\ (*rnnu*nt 
was at. har.d, and it is certain that ^Ir. lJo^\tl 
George, for his ])Hrt, made a swift aial iia.lep<*u- 
d<*nt decisitai as to his duty, and took action 
without H'ganl for a.ny const‘(pi(*nc(*s lea,st. of 
all for his personal fortunes — apart from the 
ct'rtainty that change* would lead to vigorous 
conduct of the war. 

ft wn-s a <*tirious coinci<l<*ncc tlait changes 
at the* Admiralty immeditite*ly pre‘ct*de*d this 
crisis, just as the ri'signation of lord Fisher 
immediate*ly precedeMl the crisis whie*h brenight 
t lu* ( 'e)alit ie)n (JoverniiU'nt intej exist e*nc(*. And 
t he ce)ineidenc(* w as all I he* iimre* curie>us be*caeise* 
in neither case was the* Admiralty the* chief 
ce*ntrc of tremble*. In Nove*mber, Itllti, as in 
May, 1015, it was the saile>r — the First S(*a 
lord —who went first, but in both crise*s the 
politician- — t he First hord — was se_>e>n t ransfe:*iT(*d 
edsewhere. lord Fisher re*sign(*d ; Sir Henry 
Jackson retired. IVTr. Ghurchill survived the 
crisis of 1015 to become CJiancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster; Mr. Balfour survived the* 
<*risis of lOK) to becomes Foreign Se<*rctary. 

As early as Ne:)ve*mber 7 I'hc Times had 
expressed the conviertion “ that ]\lr. Balfour 
would do better with a more active body of 
naval advisers, or alternativ’cly that Sir Henry 
Jackson and his colleagues require a chief with 
more initiative and force.” But matters 
dragged on week by w’cek, f>nly confirming the 
universal belief that the Board of Admiralty 
was “stale,” and that it grasped the naval 
situation with less than the requisite imagina- 
tion and alf*rtnes.s. There was no doubt. 


tnoreov'cr, that public opinion was also the 
opinion of the sailors at sea. As to the probable 
eliarigos, it was everywhere regarded as certain 
that Sir John Jcllicoc was niarked out for the 
olliee of First Sea Lord. On Nov'cmher 29 
Mr. Balfour definitely amioiineed the ap])oint- 
mc*nt in the House of C\>mmons, adding tliat 



ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JF.Ll IGOH. 

First Sea Lord, 1916. 

Sir David Beatty, liitlu-rto in (‘(immsind of t h(*i 
Bat 1 le-Crniser Fk'ef, had assumed e'oininand of 
the Grand Fl('c*t, that Sir Hc'nry .fackson heel 
been “ appoint<*d to f hi^ v'Cvcanf j)ost of J Ve^sidenf- 
of the Royal Nav al ('oll<*gc, ( Ircenw ie h,” and 
that these d(*eisi()ns ]iad l>ce*n fake*n soiiu* fiine 
previously, altliongli tli(^ anuoiincf'Jiu nt laid 
forimilitary reasons been delayed. I’rcsiimahly 
it was the int(*ntion of Mr. Asepiifh and his 
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oolleaguos that ■Mr. J^ailfoiir, in spite of tlie 
growing n'oIuiih* of (.rilicism, slioiild ninaiii 
First l^ord. Hut in a few days Die whole 
( Jovc rninent was in Die melt ing-poi. 

During Noveinlx^r the pnlilie had l(‘arne‘d 
witJi some aimisement that tJie naiiedy for the 
g<*neral unrest [ireserilied liy the ( Joverniiient 
Whips was a, spec^eli-making eaiupaign in tli<5 
country. Half a do/en meetings were aetiially 
arranged for ]\linistei-s, hut the onls s])ee<‘h 


the War Committee controlled the day -by-day 
conduct of tho war without reference to the 
Cabinet of 2^1, which almost automatically 
ratifk'd its acts, it had gradually exiianded, 
with its otlieial advisers and regular Ministerial 
visitoi's, into almost as cumbrous a body as the 
Cabinet itself. The extent of ^Ir. Asquith’s 
readiness to reduce na'inbcrship was not made 
clear, but it was stated that he jiroposed to 
re<hH*(‘ tlie numbc'r of members from seven to 



(JKHHNWICH HOSPITAL (ROYAL NAVAL COI LHOK). 
Of which Sir Henry Jackson was appointed president. 


that was delivered was that of ^Ir. llendt'rson. 
Da* l^alxair leadei , at Norl ha-m [it on on No\em- 
ber .*»b, and it was rendei'ed naanorabh* imt. by 
any sin*cess for the ( Jo\ ei'nment but by tin* 
uni\'ei’sat a.eeej)t a nee of a. singh* phra.st‘- “J.<‘t 
us ei'M^e pla.\ ing " used b\- 'S\v. Henderson in 
regard to the “man-powt‘r” ])i’oblem, but 
ri'adily taken to a.]:pl\' to the an hole situation. 
It subse(|uent In ajjpeai’cd that during all this 
tina* tentative elTorts N\«re being mad<' to 
reform the (loNt rmuent from within, by (U'aling 
afrc'sh, as 7Va ’/'inns had so oft<‘n urgod, with 
t h(‘ eon.-'t it ut ion and fuuetions of the \\ a.r 
Coniruitteo. In his speech at Du' llefta’m Club 
on Deeembi'r S Mr. As(juith indicated that, as 
the' iH’sult of eonsidi'i'abk' and pi'olonged dis- 
eussioin, he and his colleagues were agrei’il that 
t he Commit tt e's “ <'ilieiene\- might be incrt'Uscd 
if it were possible to rediUM' its numbers a.nd to 
multiply' the frequeiu*\ of its sittings.” The 
War Committee of tlu‘ Cabint't then »<'n-i.*^tiHl 
of Mr. Asquith, Mr. Lloyd (h'orge, Mr. Ihmar 
Law, Mr. Ihdfour, Mr. ATeKtama, Loni (’urzon. 
and Mr. Monta.gu.* W'hilt*, as w as wi'll known, 

’riu* \\ jir i 'oiaantti'o (v«m' :C{8'i hml hei*ii iru rrjiMvl 

from ‘-ix ti) M'S ou inoidu'iv li\ 1 lu* atUlil itm of Lord (’ur^oii 
it'. .bil\ . ItUtt, whoa .Mr. Lloyd t ^oorm* liocamo Soorotary of 
St Mlt‘ for Wnr natl Mr. Mi>ntMj.ai s\toooodod hiai asMini^tor 


livc‘. In an\' cast' Du' ]>ropos('d cha,ng(‘s were 
imulequate, and on Frida. v, Deetanber 1, Mr. 
Lloytl ( Icorge made* it chair that hi' (*ould not 
remain a member of the (Jovermnent unless the 
ma.chiner\' for directing the wai* was ilrast ically 
ovorhanleil. 

Mr. Lloyd (h'orge made a. specific proposal. 
]\Ir. Asquith afterwards desej-ihed this proposal 
as being that tin' War Commit tt'i' should 
consist of fliree members, one of tlu' IhriH* nu'in- 
liei’s being eliairman ; that the Fi'imt' .MinistiT 
should not bt' a membei* of tl.t' < ’ommilti'e ; 
and that the Committei' should fakt' lull po\\i*r, 
siibjeet to tin' su])rt'm(‘ i-ontrol of the Prime 
iMinistor, to direct any quest ions eoniiaett d w iDi 
1 he war. It. wjis nndi'istood that .Mr. Lloyd 
( leorgi' pioposed that the War (.’ommittie 
should consist of himself. Sir Fihvard (’arson, 
and ^Ir. Honar Law, with tbi' jiossibli* addition 
t>f Mr. Hi'uderson a.s lepresN'iitative i»f Laliour, 
and with, of course, the close cooperation of 
Sir William Pobertsoii and Sir John Ji'llieoi*. 
J hree main ])riueiples w'cre clear — w ithdrawal of 
certain prominent Ministers from th(' W'arC’om- 

ot .Munitions. 'I'his nrnnuenwMit, whati-ver its im'rits, 
illu^tnUo-- th«' can* with which tin* “ Lalancc of parties ’* 
wa*' still ;^nardc«l midi-r th.o Coalition. 
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ini< tor, tlio infusion of now blood, and tlu' 
traiisforciicr from tho (’alanot to tlio \\i\.v 
(.\)inniitU‘»* of indrpc'ndrid- control of tlio ar 
in all its asjK'cts, from tho oonduot of o|)(‘riitions 
to sxich soini-donieslio <niostioijs as sii| >|>li(‘s. 
blorkadr. food control, o.iid man ])o\\cr. 

On the following day, I )(‘(M*]nb('r i?, 77/r '/'tnif s. 
in a leading article cntiticil “ TJu' 'I'lirnine 
point of the War,” wrote : 

Mr. Asfjiiitli lia< namy ^rc.it <|iiMlit lnH inil int i\'*' 
ami prt)iii|>t »l<*ci'>i()ii art' a.-ltiiit not aiimii;^ them. 

Jt lui'^ suited liim to he the ('hainuaii a dt'hatin^ 
soeicly whan lio .sliould luuo heeii th<' Coiimiander-iu - 
(Mdof surroumlod hy a woll-or^^.mi/.ed (Jeiioral StiifY. .\n 
fiiiia/.iriy; power of ke<‘]>in^ 1ii'> eollea^ues tt»K'*thei* ha 
never in.spired him witli I lie true iii.sliaet of l«‘a l«r''hip. 
'riiiit is his eoiideiniaitii.)n ; and, thiai;.^h ue think it 
<‘f>neei\’ahIo tluit ho mi^^lit he willin;^, under snllieieai 
presMire, to laidertake any ima;j:inahle system ol (Jc»vern 
nn*nt, we have no <‘onfi<lenee \\lialt'ver that thore can ho 
any real hnnik witli tlie jireseiit. methods s<» lon^ as he 
presides. ^r<irec»ver. Mr. A.stpiit h’s er>lle,i,;;ne'., to uhino 
ho clings with disastrous fidelity, are many of them worn 
a.nd weary men. A Commainler-ind 'hiet who r(‘solntel\ 
placet! cllicieney hef<ii\< frit'iidship w<tnl<l loiij a^'o have 
sinit th<'m out of th<' firing line. 

And, after rt'h. rriiig t > so\ cral iih'uiI mts <d‘ t he 
Cahiiad, TJir Ti?Hcs abided : 

It is this innermost, circle which in-eds purging and 
st rengt laming tonhiy. I*la«*e (hat <ai a real war looting 
and th(* rest will very (piiekly follow. la-ave it as it is 
and the wliolo fna<'hiii<i nanaiiis out of gear. 

Mr. Asqnitlx tit onci* took issue on the pro- 
po.scd exclusion of the I’riiiu' .Minister from 
the W’ar (kiinmil ten', and wrote to .Mi. Idoyd 
(^eorg<' on the sjimc da-y (Ik'ccmhcr 1) that, 
in his o])inion, wlaitovcr cluiugi s w< ri' unMlo in 
t ho const if lit ion or functions of ( li<* ( 'omii.it tee, 
tlic Vrinic .Minister must remain it.s chairman. 
.Ml*. .Asquith’s “ suggi st ion," as la* himself 
said, "did not- commend itself to Mi*. Ido\<l 
(h‘or;.^('." Imt tlic day of I Iccciiilx’r ’2 passril 
nncv(*nt fully. On Sunday, l>ec(‘ml)or .*>. how 
c\'(‘r, the I’nioiiist memhoi-'s (d' tin* ( lovfi*nmoiii 
held a. moetiug:. afti'r w iiieh t hex ui irod Mr. 
Asrtuitli to teiuha* liis resignation, and in- 
foriTicfl him that, if he did not do so, tho\ 
would tender tlieirs. .Mr. .Asquith adxisid 
ckdeix’, and in«‘t .Mr. Lloyd (h i»rge. Late on the 
stnne night it \x as announced that "the lh*inn* 
Alinist(*r, xxitJi a- vi(w\' to the most jM*tix<* pr<»^e 
ent ion of the war. laul dc'cided to a-dx ist* 1 1 is 
Alajest y tla^ King to eons<*nt to a n*eon'-tru<*t iini 
<.f t lie ( lox ernment." 

As Air. As((nith said, iic* and Mr. Llo><I 
('Jeorge xvere at issiK^ on two points- 1 la- 
relation of the Vrina' AIinist(*r to the War Ooiin 
mittec and tho personnel of the War Commit tie. 
I’heir differenee of ojiinioii was “sharp and 
strong.” but, tia* question of I ring 


put e.side. they reacla-d the following " sng- 
g('^^ted arrangi'inent " : " d la* Prime AlinistiT 
to lijive supreme and elTeetixi* control of w nr 
polit‘\-. The agenda of the W'ar Commit ti'e 
will be suhmitted to liim ; its chairman will 
report to liim daily; he can direct it- to con- 
sider partienlai* topic's or proposals; a-nd all 
its conclusions will In* subject to Jiis approx al 
or xelo. He can, of eoiirsc, at liis oxxn tlis- 
eretion attiaal meetings of 1 be (’ommiftee.” 
'rb(‘n\ tteeording to Mr. Asquith, "fla* matter 
XX as left for further eonsid<‘i*at ion,” and the 
Prime Alinisic-r xvas on tho folloxving day to 
maki‘ a xvritfon enmimmiea-t ion to Air. IJoyd 
<J(‘(»rge. Hut x\la‘n the morrow eaua' the 
Prime .Minis! i-i* aetiia.lly xxmte : 

Siu-h product i( III -: ns iln- lir^t Icinlini.; nrlicle in 77 /c 
I'lnus of to-tkix-, '-liowiiig I lie inliiiile pos.'-ihililit'.s of 
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SIR , 1 . P. MACd AA . 

Sliippin)^ faintroller. 

iiti-uiiik-raa’iditi .4 niid mi-n po -i Minl mri <>1 -m li no 
.n rntiC'*ne'!il- n wc foii-idcn-d \ <■ -.1 i-n ln> , mnki- me .U 
Ic.i-^t donhtfni ns to Icn-^ilnlil ,v. filler-, the impre.^,.-.i.iii 
i- at otiee lorre.-ted that- I am hemg n-le^-ated to t he 
jio-itioii of .in ine-pon-ihl<- -peelalor ot the war I eaniiot, 
po.--ihl\ Liii on. 

TIa* pas^ag•• in 77ce 7’///crs- ha-.iling^ art ich- to 
xxhioh Air. Asquith reforre d ran j s folloxv-^ : 

'I'h.' gi-t of hi^ propos il I Mr. Llox d < h-org - 1 1 unrk r- 
-tooil to he (h(‘ (•‘<1 a hli diluent jorlhwilh ot a ''tiiall War 
Coinieil. tnlly chargeil with the oipretne diie.-lion of I he 
war. Of this (’onned Mr. Asuinlh hinoell j.-, no: to he a 
tiiemh**r t he a -->11111 p( ion heing tha‘ the I’rini" .Minister 
h.is snlVieient care- i>f a more g.-ner.il ehar.i' ler without 
<ievoting hirn.seU wholly, a- the new (’onned nni-t ho 
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devoted if it is to l»o etTfctive, to the ilaily tii'^k »)f 
orgiuiiziiig victory. (-’»*rttiiii of Mr. Asquith's c'olleague.'* 
are also excluded on the ground of temperament from a 
body which can only su<*eeed if it is harmotkious aind 
<leH*i.sive. . . . On the top t»f all this comes the t>lliciai 
aiinounccnient that the I'riine .Minister luid decide«t upon 
reconstruction. ... It means, ue 4issume, that he 
consents in principle to Mr. T>loy<l (Jeorge’s proposals. 
The eoiix ersion has been swift, hut Mr. As(piith lias ne\er 
been slow to note politiital tendencies when they become 
inevitable. The testimony ot his closest supporters . . • 
must have convinced him by this time that matters 
cannot possibly go on as at present, 'riiey must have 
convint;ed him, too, that his own qualities are filli*d 
better ... to “ pres(‘rve the unity ol the nation" 
(though we havt» never doubted its unity) than to force 
the pace of a W’ar ('ouiu'il. 

Mr. Lloytl (ioorgu ivplifd to Mr. Asipiitli thut- 
he liad not*, sooti T?ie Thnes article, tintl h<' 
ended liis lid tor by confirming his hc(*o|>tani*o 
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LORD COWDHAY. 

Chairman of Air Ro.ird. 

of tlic ‘'.suggested arningemciit ’’— subject to 
settlement of the diffcrciici's about persoHuel. 
Mr. Asquith, however, now consulted liis chief 
Liberal eolh^tigues. He declared it to be 
“absolutely iinfrue” that he “ aeted under 
their pressure or the jiressure of aiiy of them.” 
But he wrote to Mr. Lloyd (leorge that lie )iad 
come to the conclusion that it was not possible 
for such a. ( ’ommittec' ji,.s was suggested to lx* 
inailo workable and effect iNc; without the Prime 
Minister as its chairman, and also that, if the 
Committee wi*ro reconstituted, the Prime 
Minister must choose its members. I’Jie “sug- 
gested arrangement ’’ had disa[)peared. Mr. 
Lloyd Cteorge promptly resigned ofliee. On 
the same evening (December 5) Air. Asquith 


tendered his own resignation. The King 
aecepti'tl it, and sent for Mr. Bonar Law'. 

Within 24 hours of this i nnouneement, 
however, ^fr. Bonar Law luwl definitely failed to 
form an Administration. On tin* afternoon of 
December 0 the King summoned ^Ir. Bonar 
T-.aw', Air. Idoyil CJeorge, Mr. Acquit li, Air. 
Balfour and Air. Heiidersnii to l^uekingham 
Pala.ee. The suggi'stion had Ixx'ii madi^ (1 at 
Air. vXsqiiith sliould lieeome Txird (^haneellor in 
a Honar Law ( Jo\ •‘niment . to tlie llou.^e 

of Lords with an I'arldom, as Air. Disraeli aiul 
other Prime Alinisters in the p ist liml done. 
From Bu<‘kingham Pa.laee Air. Asquith went 
oii<‘e more to a. meeting with his chief lalx'ral 
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President of Local (vovernnient Hoard. 

• 

eolh'agues. It- soon beeaiue known that ho 
had refused to serve under Air. Bonar Ixvw', who 
thereupon informed the King that he could not 
proceed with his task. 4 ’he King sent for ATr. 
Lloyd ( Jeorge, a.nd it» w as announced tliat, 
with All*. Honar Laav’s i*ooperat ion , Air. Lloyd 
(ieorge had undertaken to endeavour to form 
ail Administ rat ioii. Hi'fore another 21 hours 
had iia.'^sed his success was siiri*, a.nd on the 
evc^ning of Dec-emher 7 the new J’rime .Minister 
had kissed hands upon his aj)pointm(*nt . The 
w hole “ crisis ’’ had lasted only six days. 

It was obvious tliat Air. Lloyd ( Jeorge liiwl the 
support of Air. Bonar Jxxw, of Sir Kdward 
(’arjioii, and of a great body of Liberals whicli 
inehuled his Welsh eolh'agues and also the 
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iiM'inhrrs of the Liberal NN’nr Coiimiil (ce. JLit 
oflli'ial Liberalism stood aside with ATr. Ascjiiitb, 
and for a moment seena'd almost to expect bis 
return to ofb<‘(*, 'J’be attitude* of Labour 
sottI<‘d mat tea's. After bri(*f deliberations, a 
joint meetinj^ of the Parliamentary l\irty and 
t bo Xational I'bxeeutive' deeieled that Lalxair 
shonUI take part in the new ( Jovea'nnu'nt . 

INlr. Lloyel ( Jeoror was now free te) apply all 
tln' prineipli's for whiob lie bad beon stri\ in^. 
Me was ablr, as 77e' 1' nnrs remai'ked, ‘"to 
elleet a. t boi'oii^b reform in oiir aniiejuated 
peace' metluxls »»f ('abinet ma.kinir, and 
adapt them to tin* in'-essit ie-s of war.” Alane* 
all, be* e emid form at last a. small War Cabinet, 
e'onstanfly and uninte'iTn]»le<lly devoted to the* 
in'o^.eM'ution of the war, b<- eeaild brimj in 
f»ra.e‘tieal nu'ii with larm' experieiue* and special 
k lowb'd^e', amt be eould restore to t b(i public 
se'ivici' file invaluable* a.bilities and cluiracter 
«>f Lore! Milner. 'Tbe onlv' matter for retrret 
si'cmed te> be that eonside rat ions otlu'r tluin tbo 
undiluted prineipK* of se'leetiem the fittest 
ditdiite'd, on tbe* oiu* band, sucb apjiointincnt.s 
a.s tho.se of Mr. Malfour to the lo.rei^n Oflice and 
Mr. Uidter Lon^ to the Colonial (Ellice, ai;d, 
on the other haial, the abstention of at least 
two Liberal Ministers. :Mr. Monti'mi and ISFr. 
Herbert Sanuieh whose na'rits tleservc'd con- 
fcidoration. 

A« regardotl tho ^Vllr C’ttbiiu't it was no\ at 


first clearly understood that, in the new cir 
cumstanccs, Mr. Lloyd George intended to 
drop tho idea of a “ War Committee,** and to 
make the* Cabinet and War Council one and the 
same. After some consideration of the best 
appointment to tho Admiralty, Sir Edward 
Canson }>ecaino First Lord, and the War Cabinet 
was formed of Mr. Lloyd George as Prime 
Minister ; Lord C\irzon a.s Lord Pre.sident of 
the (‘onncil and Leader of the House of Lords ; 
Mr. Henderson without portfolio ; and Lord 
MiliH'i* without portfolio. Mr. Bonar Law, 
who became Chancellor of tho Exchequer and 
iicting Lcad(‘r of the House of Commons, was 
also tp he a member of the War (Cabinet, but 
was not to he ('xpeeted to attend regularly. 

A popular appointment, wliieli was hailed 
witli approval on all sides, was tlmt of T.ord 
Derby to lie Secretary of State for War. Other- 
wist*. tlx* tw'o most promiTM'nt features of tlx* 
new .Administration, apart of course from the 
creation of the small War Cabinet, wen* the 
appointments of new' and practical men to 
control rlepartmenjs, old and new, which so 
urgently retpiin d tlx* guidance of real experi- 
(‘net' arul prov ed cbilit y. er.d, on the other hand, 
fix* promiix'nee of Labour. As for ].,ahour, 
.Mr. Hodge a-nd Mr. G. Manx's filled respectively 
the !X'w po.^is of Minister t f Labour and Pen- 
sions ^Minister, Mr. Mraee rt'inained I/nder- 
St'cretary al the Home OPiee, ATr. (3. H. Molurts 
bee, Mile Larliamentarv' Seeit tary to the Hoard 
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President of the Board of Agriculture. 


of "Prado, and, a« alroady staled, Mr. Hc‘nd(Msnn 
boeaino a member, without portfolio, of the 
VV^ar Cabiix^t. 

Rusii\os.s moil vvorc^ hroii^lit iu to (ill the ii<nv 
(Wbces of Food (Vjiitrollor and Sliippinij^ r'on* 
trolh'r Lord Devonporl, W('M known as 1h<* 
(diairmnn of tho l^oi t of London Ant liorily. 
and Sir .Foseph .Maelay, head of a i^n'at (llasgow 
firm of shipow'iieis. AimI not only was ]\lr 
K. Fj I’rotlun-o. a nsil antliority on atrrienit nro. 
made* Pro'^idetif of the l5oar<l of .XjLfrienll me, 
l>nt Laptain ('harles IFathnrst hocana^ Parlia- 
mentary Se^-r( tarw' of the nrw Food Co!)tro| 


depart mcait. Another appointment of great 
imi)ortanee was (hat of Air. Tf. A. I.. Fisher, 
Vic 63 -Clumeellor of the* Uni\'ersify of ShcdVield, 
to bo President of tho Roanl of Fdneation. 

The folh)W’mg sliow’s tho eomfK)sition of tho 
lawv (ilovernim'nt and of its two pr(‘deet*^sor s. 
"Pho liana s of fliosi^ eonstitnt inur t lie (Coalition 
Ministry w Ia n it eame to an ('nd ar<‘ print(‘d in 
Uomaii ehaiaet «a‘s, and those of Ministers who 
l(d’t it or weiv transh‘rrred during its (‘xisiriiee 
arc* «ji\’rn in italics. An astt*risk is prefixed to 
the names of .Minist(*rs caaist it nf ing the sexern! 
Cabinets : 


OKFK'K 

LiniOKAL .MI MSTBY. 

( OALITION .M I IS ri< V. 

NKW .MiNisrm 

Prime Miaisfer 

.M r. Asip rni 

♦ Mr. .VsgrrTiT f 1.) 

*.M r. Lia)S’I) ( J Koitca-: 

Kirst Lord of tia* 'l'r(M,->.iirv 
Mini'Jtor without porlt»jIio 

♦Lord JiANSDow m; (Tj 

♦Lord .Mh.xkr 

Minister w’itfiont portfolio 
Lord t^hiiiau'llor ... 

*L<jni vNi-; 

♦Lord UucKMAATt a ( L) 

♦Mr. M kndkr.son 

Lord Kini.vx 

Lord Pros, of tho Conticil... 

*I.or<t Bkvi rn.vMc 

♦Lor<l Crkwj- 7 (Id 

♦Lord CcR/oN 

Jiord Privy Seal ... 

’''i.ord Ckkwk 

♦I.ord CuH/.ov (IT) 

f.ord ( ’uAWHuui 

(Miaiieellor of tlio Kxf he<pi<»r 

*.Mr. Ja.oYi^ (iiMMoa: 

♦Mr. MeKRNNA (L) 

♦.M r. 1 {on A It L \ w’ 

Secret arios of Stole : 

Homo Affairs 

♦Mr. .McKe:nn v 

♦,S'iV ./. Shnoa (L) 


Koroigii Affti ifs ... 

♦Sir K. (jiiKV 

♦Mr. H. Samuki. (L) 

♦Vi:-comit CuKV (Id--- 

Sir Croroi-: ( ' vvi" 

.Mr. Bai.focr 

(%)ioiiies ... 

♦Mr. HAiie«)E'K’r 

♦Mr. B )N AH L \W' (C ) 

Mr. Lono 

India 

♦Lord CuKW'i: 

♦Mr. Cll WlRKKl-AI V (L) 

Mr. Chamhkrlais 

War 

♦I.ord KiT(’iih:\Kic 

*L<n'd KiU'hctJf’r 

T-ord Dkrry 

Minister of Miniitions 

Minister of Labour 


♦.Mr. Li.oyd (iKOTUiK (L) 

*Mr. JAoyd Oeortjti (L^ 

♦Mr. MoNTACiiJ (L) ... 

Dr. Aunisov 

Mr. Hoixa-: 

Pensions Minister ... 



Mr. G. Barnks 

Minister of Blockade 

— 

♦J.ord H, (;i:( iL (U) ... 

I.,ord K. ('ecu. 

First Lord of the Admiralty 
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lado in tho appoint nionls to tho Royal Housoholil. 


inninly to 1 ht' illm *ss Loth of Mr. 1 Job'll 
CooiK*' iniil of Mr .Xsipiith, who was naturally 
oxprotod to take part in any tb'hato. a fortnij^ht 
olapsoil hit worn tho formation of tlio now 
^<;ovorninont ami tho tirst oxplanation of its 
polioy to harliamont. 'I’ho politioal orisis in 
KnglamI has )>oon oxaniinocl in tho proooding 


p xgos purely as a crisis in tho conduct, of the 

war, a cri.sis arising out of tlie conflict of opinion 
(‘oncoming tlio methods roqnirtHl to secure the 
victory at which all parties vi'tTc aiming. It 

was, however, no accident that tho period of 
the crisis coincided with the moat formidable 
outburst of “peace talk” that there had yet 
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States. Th(' story of tlio C^'nnan ovorlnrc's of 
IX^jeniher, 1916, and of Pnisident WilsorTs 
intervention must be told elsewhere, but Die 
soqnenoo of events is ess<aitial to an under- 
standing of events in Kn^land. On J leeeinber 7 
Mr. Lloyd (Joor<j;e beeamo Prime .Minister; on 
Decemlx'r 12 tJio Pentral Powers sent tJieir 
proposal of poaco nt'^^oiiations to t lio Allies ; 
on Oeeember 20 tho American Note “ suggest in;^ 
a. course of action with regard to tlu^ present 
war ” was <^ommunieat('d to all the belligtMvnts. 




N 


- ■ ... 


[.Sa'rt<nr, pht>t<) 


MR. J. HODGE. 
Minister of Labour. 




[fM/.iy.iU-, pli'it,, 
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been, and that Mr. Lloyd George, ciwing to 
circiim.stance.s only very indirectly connected 
with the political crisis itself, came into power 
with the task not only of reorganizing and 
readjusting methods, but of rcalTirming the 
determination of the Empire and its Allies lo 
win the war. His first speech as Prime Ministf^r 
had to deal with formal German peace over 
lures ; tho first task f>f his War Cabinet was to 
reply to Notes about peace from the enemy 
Powers and from the President of the United 
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Tho truth WHS tliat flu* d(*lay.s anrl hesitations 
and weakness of l})e (’oalition (iovcrninenl had 
during tlio last moiitlis of its career been ren- 
<k!rod infiiiitoly more perilous by the fact tluit 
(h?rniany was scon to be j)reparing for wliat 
her Tress calked “tlie dijilomatic initiative” — 
a desperate and delerminod (dTort to obtain 
peace by e.oni promise. Mr. J^loyd (Jeorge arriv ed 
in oflice at tliis tim<' not least, because he was 
pledged to debut tin’s elfort, wlifeh ho had 
^•lenrly foreseen. At thfj en»l of September hr 


.soldiers were inferior in training. He saw the Allied 
causes beaten all about the ring. But ho didn’t appeal 
either to spectators or referee to stop the fight on the 
ground tliat it was brutal. Nor did ho ask that the 
rules bo changed. He took his punishment, even when 
beaten like a dog. He was a game dog. When forced to 
take refuge in a trench, when too badly used up to carry 
llio fight to his enemy, he hung on without whining. He 
fought off every attack. lie bided his time. He oii- 
tiured without wincing. Ho worked without flagging* 
And at this time and under these conditions what was 
the winning German doing ? Was he worrying over the 
terrible slaughter ? No ; he was talking of annexing 
Belgium and Poland as a result of his “ victory.” And 
while ho was remaking the map of Europe without the 



CHKI.SKA PENSIONRUS 

MakinfS cigarettes for their comrades wounaed in the war. 


bad spuUrii as follows to Mr. Roy Howard, 
fVt'sidciii of the United Jh'oss of America : 

Spi»rting Icrnis uro pr»'tt\’ \v«.'ll iind<'rsti>(>d wherever 
Knglislx is .s|H>ken. I am tjnilo sure (hoy are understood 
in America. Well, then. The British soldier is a good 
sportsman. Ih* enlUte<l in this war in a sj><)rtiiig spirit 
- in the best, sense that term. llt» went in to seo fair 
play to a .-^inall nation trampletl upon by a bully. Jlo 
is lighting lor lair jilay. lie has fought a.s a good 
sportsman. By the thousands ho has died a good 
sportsman, fie has lu^ver asked anything more than a 
sporting ehanee. lie has not always had that. When 
he iMiiiltln ( ge( it. he thdn t (piit. Ho played tlu^ gann*. 
H.« didn’t sipieal, and ho lias eertainly never asked 
anyone to sqiH'jil tor liim. 

ruder tht' eiremn.l ancos 1 h«' British, now that the 
fortunes of the game have turned a bit. are not tlisposed 
to stop be.aust' of the sipiealna: done }»y Germans or 
done for Germans by probably well menning but mis- 
gu.ileil SN mpatlu/.ers and huiuaui' nriau'j. 

Kor two Nears the British siddie. had a bad time~«no 
one knows sii well as he what a had time. Be was sadlv 
inferior in equiimient. The \ ast majority of the British 


slightest regard to the wishes of its peopk^ the British 
people wore preparing to pay the price w-e knew must 
bo paid for time to get an Army ready. It is one thing 
to look back on the pounding the British soldier took in 
til© first two years of the war ; but it was a different 
tiling to look forward as ho did and know that beating 
could not bo avoided. 

During those months, when it seemed the finish of the 
British Army might come quickly, Germany elected to 
make this a figlit to a finish with England. The British 
soldier was ridiculed and held in contempt. Now we 
inti*nd to see that G(»rmany htia her way. The fight 
must bo to a liiiish — to a knock-out. 

'I he whole world — including neutrals of the highest 
purposes and humanitarians with the best of motives — 
must know that there c*an be no outside interference at 
this stage. Britain asked no intervention when she was 
unprepared to fight. fc>he will tolerate none now that 
she is prepared until the Prussian military despotism is 
broken beyond repair. 

In the British doierminalion to carry the fight to a 
decisive finish there is something more than the natural 
demand for vengeance. The inhumanity and the 
pitilessness of the fighting that must come before a 
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lasting peaco is possible is not comparable with the 
frnelty that would be involved in stopping the war 
while there remains the possibility of civilization again 
being menaced from the same quarter. Peace now or 
at any time before the final and complete elimination of 
this menace is unthinkable. No man or no nation with 
the slightest understanding of the temper of the citizen 
axrmy of Britons, which took its terrible hammering 
without a whine or a grumble, w'ill attempt to call a 
halt now. 

There is neither clock nor calendar in the British Army 
to>day. Time is the least vital factor. Only the result 
counts-—- not the time cotisumed in achieving it. It 
took hhigland 20 years to defeat Napoleon, and the first 
15 of tlioso years wore black with British defeat. It 
will not take 20 years to win this war, but whatever time 
is required it will bo done. 

And 1 say this recognizing that wo have only begun 
to win. There is no disposition on our side to fix the 
hour of ultimato victory after tho first success. \Vo 
have no delusion that tho war is nearing an end. AVe 
have not the slightest doubt as to hoiv it will cnel. 

There are, and there will bo, no quitters among the 
Allies. “ Never again ’* lias become our battle cry. At 
homo tho Slithering and the sorrow is great and is growing. 
As to tho war zone, its t<*rrfirs are indescribable. 1 have 
just visitod tho battlefields of ranee. I stood as it 
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were at the door of Hell, and saw myriarls iniircliing 
into tho furnace. I saw .some coming out of it scorched 
and mutilated. This glia.stlirie.ss must never again be 
re-enacted on thi.s earth, and ono motliod at least of 
ensuring that end is tho infliction of such punishment 
upon tho perpetrators of this outrage against humanity 
that the temptation to emulatfi tlu'ir fixploits will ho 
eliminated from the Iiearts of llio evil-minded amongst 
the' rulers of men. That is tho meaning of Britain’s 
rt ‘.solve. 


It was becanso ho hold siicli convict ions 
that Mr. Lloyd George^ patient yet a little 
longer, at last overthrow a Government and a 
system which were incapable of securing victory. 


When Mr. Lloyd George mot tho House of 
Commons on December 19 his first business, as 
ha.s boon seen, was to deal with the German 
peaco overtures. As to tlio fall of tho Coalition, 
ho contented himself with sfiying that he could 
not accept as complete the various accounts 
which hatl been given, but that this was not tho 
time for “ issuers that excite irritation or contro- 
v(‘rsy or discussion.” Ho then turned to tho new 
Govormnent and its ta.sks. Ho pointed out. in 
tho first place that the functions of tho Lrinio 
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Ptirliamffntary Secretary, Food Control Department. 

Minister and tho Leader of the House had been 
separated because it was utterly impossibU^ for 
any ono man to undertake botli functions. In 
throe main eharact(‘risti(!s tho now administra- 
tion departed from ])r(‘cedent ; they were tho 
concentration of the J^]xccutivo in a v(‘ry few 
hands, the choosing of men of adminisf rativo 
and business capacity rntlier than men of 
Parliamentary experii'iiee, and a franker and 
fuller rocognitien of tlie ])artnership of labour 
ill the government of tlio country. “ A Cabinet 
of 2^1,” said Mr. Uoyd George, ” was rath('r 
top-lieavy for a gale.” And again, “ You cannot- 
run a war with a Sanhedrin.” 

HaA'ing re)>lied to various eritieisms of tho 
new s\"steiu, Mr. Lloyd George slcetclu'd in 
outliiK' tlie main problems before the n<‘w 
Govirnmcnt and tho main features of th«*ir 
policy. Ho attached groat importance to Hk* 
no.v Ministry of I.nbour. As to shipping, it was 
the jugular vein which, if sovc'rc'd, would 
destroy tlie life of the nation,” and tlie Govc'rn- 
infi^it intended to treat shipping as tho railways 
had been treated, and during tho war “ to 
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nati<>miliz<* .sliij>{)irig in thr real snise of tlu* 
trnn." 'J4 k‘ “ prodigious prcjfits ina<l(; out of 
froigiits ” won* <*oritributing tho bigli price of 
ouiuiuo(Uties, and making it <lifli(*ult to deal 
with labour: this was “ intolerafile.” I bey 
iutendcid to deal not eiiily witli existing ship:- 
but with new eonstruetion to make uj) tlie 
wastages \\hi<*h is iiH*\'it able wlieir \<>u an* 
<lealing with ^ueli piratical method^ as those 
which have <*haraet(‘ri'/<‘<l tlie marilinu* poliev 
of th(5 (terman hhii|)in‘.” 'The tend ja'oblem was 
a ilou})le problem — of distribution an<l ])rodue- 
tion. 4'hey ha<l si'caired tlie )>est brains in the 
<'ountry to fleal witli it. 'J^liey must ask tin* 
country to make saeritiec's, lait tlie saeriti<‘es 
must bo ecjual ; over-eniisumpt ioii of the 
aMluent must not be allowed to (create a shortag(‘ 
for the less well-to-do.” As to ])rodiict ion, 
‘‘ every >ivailable s(]uare yard must be mad** to 
produce fond.” As tn man p(»w(“r, Mr. Llov<l 
( Jeorg** sai* I : 

I liitlMTlo liilUrd ImijjcIn oI tlu* f iionili/iit i«»ii of 

till* tniitornil rcsoun***-. f)f tin* nut ion. I now otuiio n» 
(lir inohili/.ul toil of tlu* liihoiir n*M*i*v«*s ot tlu* coutilry. 
whii’li tiro «*\oii inoro vitnl to onr sucres- tluiu tin* 
former. W’itlioul tins let u- make tio misluki* \vc 
shall not la* jilih* to pull lludu;.'h. it is not the mm* 
tiaplia/.nnl law of supply niul demaud that aviII a<*r<»rn- 
pli'.li that which is n(*ccs^ary to save the uatiou within 
the time that it is essential it sluaikl he ai'complished. 
It IS not a ipicstiou ot years ; it i> a question of mouths, 
perhaps of weeks. .\ml unless not merely the material 
i-e-.iMirees of the <*(Mmtrv, hilt till’ lalauir ol tlu* e«Mnitr\, 
I- iiM'd to till* best adsauta^i*. and e\er\ man is <*alled 
upon to nmder such scr\ ice to the State as he eaii he-.t 
victory is hcyoiid our reach. 

'I’he prohlcm w it li w hich we are eoidrotited is a dillieult 
one. Nearly a year a^o we derided th.it iii ord(*r to 
maiiilaiu <au* armic'. m the (ield the nation must liave 
compK'tc control o\ cr all it - military resources in tiicu. 
Ihit it is impossihle to take men into the Army without 
withdraw ing them Irom ei\ il employment ol ^.neater tir 
less utility, and il ha- lu'eu our ohjeit. -an object that 
hccoiiics tiiorc and more pliiiii as time j.;oes on, and 
which was patent to the Jaf«* .\<lmmistratioii as well a- 
to oiirsi'lvi’s to e.-tahlish siieh a system of re«*riiitinjj 
as w ill ensure that iio mail is tuk<*n into the Army who 
is eapahle of renderiim more ii-eful ser\ ice in mdiislry. 


To complete our plan for the organization of all tlie 
national resouree.s, w'o ought to Inwe pow’or to soo that 
every man who is not taken into the Army, whatever lii.s 
position or rank, really is employed on w'ork of nationnf 
import aiiee. 

Mr. .Lloyd (k*orge {iiiiiouiiced that Mr. Nevilli* 
(Jhainberlaiii, Lord ]Mayor of Birininghain, had 
ac*eepted tlu; new ollice of Din'ctor-Ch'iieral of 
Nalional S(‘r\'ieo. Tlie civil and military sides 
of the dirtndory w^ould bt* (‘iitirely separate, and 
it was not jiropost'd to makt' any ehanges as 
regarded recruiting for military service. As 
reganled civilian S(*rvice, Mr. JJoyd CJeorge 
explained the new plan as follows : 

It i.s pro]n).sod t liat the Director of National Service 
shall proceed by the scheduling of indiistrie.s and t>f .ser- 
N'lees a«‘eorditig ti> their es.seiil ial eharaeter during the war. 
Ct'rtain industries arc regardc*! as indi.spcn.sablc, and tho 
l)<‘partments coneorned will indent upon the Directed 
of National Service for the labour which they require 
lor those .service.s, and other sorvioo.s will be rationed 
iti such matters as labour, raw material, and jmw'cr. 
Labour that is set free from non-os.sontial and rationed 
industries will bo available to set fn*e pot(‘iitial sohiiers 
who aire at jiresent exempted from military service, and 
to iiu*r«*ase tho aivnilahle supply of l.abour for e.ssential 

M'rviees. 

'I'his labnur will be invited t«» enrol at once and be 
registered as war workers on lines liiialogous to the 
existing munitions volunteers, with .similar provisions as 
to rales of )>a.y and .se])aration allowance. 1 luwe no 
ilouht that wIk'ii it i.s realizi'd how' I'.ssential to tlie lite 
ol the uatiou It is that the seri iee- ot <*y(*ry min slioulii 
he jml to tlu* hi'st use we .shall secure an aih'ipuite 
.-upfily of volunteers. Wo are taking iiiiuiediate stejis 
to seiiiire by tlie- nu>a,ns the nu*u w'e want. \V(‘ shall 
bepin as .s(»oii as may be to classify industries ami invite* 
the <*iin»lm<*ui ot \olimteers. It it is found itnposslble 
lo gel till* numhers wo rotpiin* — and I hope it, will bo 
po.ssible - we .-hall not hesitalo lo oomo to J’arliamont and 
.isk I’arliamonI lo release ns from pledges gi\ en in other 
eircmnst anoos and !<» obtain tin* noee'ssary power for 
rendering onr jilans fully (*lTi‘eti\'e. 'J’he nation is 
lighting tea* its life, and il is <*ntitl(*d to the host st‘i*\'ice.s 
of all its s,,ns. 

The iit*\\ (Ji)veniment gut (|uickly into l lioii* 
stride, and. when I hi.rli}inu*nt was ])rorogu.-d in 
Christmas week, it was on a note of eonfidenet' 
inspirt'd by tlu* eoming of new men and tJie 
promise of new’ measures. 



CHAPTER CLXIV. 


THE CAMPAIGN IN EASTERN 
EGYPT, 1915-1916. 


Summary of KvFN rs in Eastkhn Egypt, Sir Alkx. Wilson's (’anal Defenc k I*i.a\s 

— Minor Raid on the Canal in 19ir>- Germans and Turks T^repare a New (Offensive Effect 
OF Russian Succ^esses in Armenia — (Jen. Murray Take:s Over the ('ommaxd — '!'he “ Offensive 
Defence -Building of a Railway Across Sinai Begun — 1'he Katia Reverse Dueidar 
Attack Repulsed El Arisit Bombed Sei’ondTuiuhi-German Inv'asion (Battle of Romani 
Turks Driven Back British Advance to El Arish and Rafv Invents in the Sudan, 191”) 
1910-- Ali Dinar of Darfur Killed (Rjarding the Red Sea (’oast Aden Opehations 
Sheikh Said Taken -Turkish Attempt to Seize Perim Island- British Reverse at Lahe.i * 


Measures for the Defence of the Port. 

A .FTER the (leteat, in February, 1915, 
of the first attempt by the Turks to 
invack? Egypt by way of Sinai and the 
Suez Canal, described in Vol. IV.. 
(’hap. J^XXlir., th(Te followed a period of 
comparative calm on the Eastorn frontiia' of 
that country. The Dardanelk‘S exp<*dition 
held a large part of Iht^ Ottoman forces 
in Gallijjoli and 'I’urkisli troops had also to 
be found to moke good the wastage caustsl 
by the successes of the Russian Army of (he 
CaiK'Osus. The situation was olteriMl to the* 
advantage of the 1’urks by tlie withdrawal of 
the Allies from (Jallipoli at the close of 1915, 
but the entry of the Russians into ICrzerum, 
in February, 1910, again caused a depletion ol 
the Turkish garrison in Syria. The Turks, 
however, had not abandoncHl (heir d<*sign ol 
again invading Egypt, and this d(^sign was 
facilitated by their continued occupation of 
the Sinai Peninsula. When Turkey joined in 
the Great War the Anglo- Egyptian authorities 
had made no attempt to defend Sinai, which 
though geographically part of Asia has politi- 
cally always boon an Egyptian dependency. 
Save for one or tw'o stations on the Gulf of Suez 
Sinai was abandoned and the defenbo of Egyjit 
on the east undertaken on the banks of the 
Vol. X.— Part 128. ‘ 


Sn(‘z (filial itst'lf. Military exigeneies may 
have necessitated this decision, but it was 
clearly undesirabl(‘ (lull the (‘iiemy should bf‘ 
aljowed closi^ly to approach the main artery 
of communication b(*tw(‘(*ii Enrojie and the 
East., an artery of the gn'atest importance t«) 
the British Empires The triu' line of defenet? 
was to the east, in the Sinai l*eninsiila. Up 
to the })eginning of 1919 it was not found possi- 
ble, however, to do more than guard the Canal, 
and small parties of the i*nemy wmi able 
throughout 1915 to carry on a policy of pin- 
j)rieks against (he Su(‘z defiaice forces. 

(ieii. Sir Archibald Murray, who iu .lanuary, 
1 9 It), took ov(‘r the dehaice; of Eastern Fgypt 
from Gen. Sir John Maxwell, besides completing 
the d(*fenees of Canal zone, deeitled to pnvss 
back the Turks from tin* Siuai Peiiiiisula. Ili.s 
first objective was the cultivated area or oasi.s 
of Katia, tlirough which runs the uortherii 
road across the [lenirisiila from Egypt to 
Pakstine and Syria. (Jen. Murray began to 
build a railway to Katia, and scviTal jilaees in 
that region w»‘re ocf'upied by British troops 
wdtli the object of firoteeting the railway 
parties. Here in April, 1010, two sipiadrons ol 
Worcestershire Yeomanry were overwhelmed 
in a surprise attack by a largely superior body 
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COI.. KUUSS VON KUKSSHNSTP.IN, 
(Commanded the Turkish forces. 

nf llw <*rioiny, uliih* ul onotlwr o, lliini 

of \\'oi<M‘sl(‘t‘sliin*s and a s«|iiadroii 
of ( Jlo»n-cst<'rsliir«* won* alinosl 

rnlii’cly wiped out. Not lout? after this riwer^e 
liritish forees w<‘i*e !ie\'(M‘l lu'Iess (Inniy <‘st,d)- 
lished ju.Nl \\(‘st of Kalia. 'I’lie l^rilish in 
hlasterii I'iiiypt (li<‘n eonsisl(‘d <*liiefly of Kn<;lish 
y(‘oinani\v, hai^lisli and Scots T(‘rritorial n'^i- 
ments, t la* 2ial .\u>lralian and \<‘W Zealand 
Ai-niy Corps (which included the .An/.ae 
.M<Minte<l I )i vision ) aral Indian t roops ( indndinj^ 
I niperial S('r\ ice t |■(»op■<•’). 

In duly. Ihhh at the hoKe^l 'S'.aoM of t h(‘ 


year, when oporations in tho dosert on a con- 
sidorablo .scale were not probable, the Tiiiks 
began an advance from El Arish, a town near 
the east(*rn eml of tlie northern route across 
Sinai and within the Egyptian border. Tho 
enemy force, cfanmaiided by Col. Kres.s von 
Kressenstein, consist<Ml of some.' 18,000 pirdvod 
troof)s admirably eqni[>ped, ft siJcediJy estab- 
lished it.^-elf in thc^ (‘astern part of tho Katia 
ar(‘a. Major-den. hawreneo was given local 
command of t h(‘ Hritish force and in a series of 
4‘ngag(‘m(*nts early in August the Turks w('re 
eompl(‘tely detV'ated, their casualties amounting 
to r)0 per et‘nt. of the troops engaged. Tlie 
(‘n(‘my retirc'd to K1 Arish. The British lim^ 
was then advaiuM'd and the building of tlie 
railway, and th(i laying of water pipes, was 
puslu'd on eiKagetieally. Tlu^ result of much 
p‘‘(‘])aratiou was s(*(*n in December, 10 Ki. wdieu 
the British nioccupied El Arish. and d(*feat(‘d 
at .Magli(lal)a, .south of El Arish, a 'rurkish 
eolunm 2,0()t) strong, over 1,.‘100 men Ix'ing 
made pri.sonc'r.'^. The Maghdaba suoce.ss was 
f()ll<)W'(‘il l\v another P*ritish advance, and on 
.Ian. 0, 1017, tla^ d’lirks were driven from Itafa, 
on th(‘ bf)r(h‘rs of l^destini'. Thus iiortlKTii 
Sinai was completely el(‘ar(‘d of tli**, enemy. 

It was not only by din'cT attacks upon h^gypt 
that the Turks .souglit to thivateu JM'itisli (com- 
munications with India and the* Far East. Th(‘v 
(‘n(l(‘avour('d to strike a blow’ at th(^ (‘lit ranee 
to the* lh‘d S(‘a,a.nd th(‘y ad\’an(*(‘(l to tin* neigh- 
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I^ourhood of Aden, the safest natural harbour 
})efcween Suez and Inilia. As early as Novein- 
IxT, 1!)I4, Ottoman troops from Yemen entered 
tho Aden Protectorate, and from Sheikh Said 
made an attempt to seize Perim, an island in 
the Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb. Jn July, 1915, 
an attempt to prevent, t he Turks from occaipyin^ 
J^diej, a town some 25 miles north of Ad<*n, 
proved unsuccessful, and the British wer* for<‘ed 
to retreat. Two months lat(*r the Turks 
encamped near Aden were sevta'ely hai ailed by 
Indian troops and steps wt‘re (ak<*n which 
taisured to the British control of the landward 
approaches to the ])ort. The Turks, however, 
r(anained in possession of most of tlu‘ Aden pro- 
tectorate and the situation had not materially 
altertd at the clost^ of 19 Ki. 

In the Sudan, during' tla^ ])oriod under reviev , 
the campaign against Darfur (April -Dec., 1919) 
was brought to a successful eonclusioji and other 
measun^s taken for the traficpiillity (»f that 
(country. ]\lor('over, a. vigilant land patrol of the 
Afrjenii shores of tlu^ Ib'd Sea. by Kgyptian 
forces greatly aided tlie ships of tli(‘ Royal Xavy 
in preventifig Jiostilo communications with the 
'burks On tla^ Ai’abian coast of that sea. 

Major-(Jen. Alex. Wilson, who was in com- 
mand of the Suez Canal d(‘fenees whcfi Djemal 
I’asha made liis attack in h5‘bi*uary, 1915, 
('ontiiiued to Jiold tiuit post for nearly a y(*ar.* 
In his flihienit task he disfilayed, to rpiote Sir 
,lohn Maxwell, “ability, tact a.nd re.sonree," 
and in rtcognition of his services la^ was '*reate<l 
a Iv.tMJ. 4’hat. lie did not niidi'itake “the 
organization of the offensive defenee ... a 
pressing matter hitherto nntouehed,” as Sir 
Archibald Murray stated in dealing with tlie 
situation in January, I9I(), may Ix' e\|)laiue<l 
by tho constant changes in, and great diminu- 
tion <if, tho strength of tin* tioojxs under his 
eommand. The force originally allotted to tin* 
ilefencc of tlie Canal was tliat known as tin* 
Indian Expeditionary Force “ F.” In Febru 
ary, 1915, it was increased by the East l.ian- 
easliirc’! Division, Territorial Force, the Xew 
Zealand Jiifautry ihigade, and other troops, and 
in that, montli and in Mar(di Sir Alex. Wilson 
had umler his command .*10,000 in(*n. But it 
was one of the dinieiilties of tlu^ position in 
Egypt that fre(|uent .and urgent calls wen* 
made upon the forces there to siipiJy troofis for 

* Tho lirst ollicor in eoinmand of the (Vinal Jlofriircs 
WHS (.V)I. W. G. W alker (cominamling th-h Induiii lirigmlo). 
Ooiioral Wilson took over the eornmand on Novpnih»>r 10, 
1014. 
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other tlieatres of war. Some idea of the im- 
pediments under wliieli (Jen. Wilson laboured 
was given by Sir John Maxw(*ll in his ilespateli 
of March 1, 191(i : 


iSir A. Wilson’s hu-ro (wrote (Jcnernl Miixwell) wiis 
gradimlly redncetl hy eiilU on it l\)r oilier lInuitreN ; tlui** 



.S'n f'iioln 

GENERAL SIR ARCHIBALD MURRAY, 
K.G.B.. D.S.O.. 

Commanding in Egypt, 1916. 

the »'.Mh Ih'iumle, under Ma jor-( lenenil Sir II. (’on, 
K.C.M.G.. (Ml., (’.S.I.. was .sent to (hillipoli ; snh- 
.-I'liuently tlie l*niijal)i-Malionie(lan hiitlalions of that 
lirit'iuh* were w it h(lraA\ n Irooi the I'eninsola, and ri'jilaced 
hy (Jnrkha hattalions taken from l)rijj,ades on the ('anal ; 
tvvodonhle coinpanies ot Sikhs I'roni the Patiala. Iinpenal 
Sorviei* Kegimenl were .sent to repho'e l(*ssrs in 1 In- 
loth Sikhs, and <‘V(‘ry liritish and Indian otiieer who 
eoiild he spared was sent to replaee easiiiill ies ; tin- 
!hMh l}ri>^a<I«*. nndni- Major-General ( '. .1. Melliss, \ .( 
K.(’.P».. w'as sent to Basrah ; the 2Sth Bri^inli*, uinler 
.Major-(J»Mieral Sir G. >’oimpliiis|)and, K.C.Mv, C.B., 
was sent first to Aden and then to Basrah ; the foree w.-i- 
furfh<*r weakened hy tin* evi-han^'' >'f tired units from t In- 
Indian di\isions in ^’'l•anl•e with some of the best, h.il- 
talioii.s on the Canal. , 

111 th(*sc cinnimstaiiecs it was hardly pnssihh* 
effectively to organize t lie Canal Dcteiaa* b’orecs 
for I In* “ otfcusivi* (h*fcnc<*. ' It slionid also be 
rcmembcn*d that during ii large part of 1915 
liojK*s wen* e(*ntr(‘d on t.ht^ suee(*ss ot tin* Dar 
»lan(*iles adventure, which would have rendi'ierl 
an offensive def(*ne(* in Sinai unneei-ssai y, n«»r 
is tliere. any indication in (J(‘n. Maxwi'll s 
di.sp?it<,‘hes that he eontemplat(*d anytliing 
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inoro tlian tlu* “stationary’' «defenoo o£ tho 
Suez Canal. Hut tlie oovernin^ factor was the 
number of troops available*, anti in .Novcinbt*!*, 
liUT), (Jtai. Maxwell was hard put to find an 
adeipiato force to dtsil with the peril 1(» Kgypl 
caused by tho Sonussi invasion on thewt'st . Mor 
Mas it tmtil the arrival of South African troops 
from Kngland that tho deoisi\(< blow against 
the Senussi could be stru ‘k < March. HHfi).* 

I’he ])hysical featur(‘s of tho Sinai J^*ninsula 
are described in Chaptta* LX XT IF. Here it is 
necessary to d(‘al in any dt'tiiil tally with tin* 
northern third of the pt'iiinsula, that facing 
tho Mcditerrant^an. This third is mainly a. 
sandy dest*rt, with occasional ait'as of culti- 
vation ami a sufiicient number of w(‘lls to 
enable small bodies of trav(*ll(^rs to cross with- 
out serious discomfort. 'J’he (H*Mtral s(‘ction is 
a stony tableland girded by high hills ; the 
southern third is a mass ol rugged mountains, 
in M hich militarv opc^rations on a large scale are 
practically imptissible. d'lu* ei'iitral, tablcdand. 
section is that most (‘asily traversed by troops 
with guns an<l heax'v e(jiiipnu‘nt , and over it 
Djemal I'asha had passed in his abortixe attack 
on the Canal. After that event the main 
military operations Mere confined to the nor- 
thern, or sand <l<‘S(‘rt, s(‘ction of the peninsuhi. 

K»)r the S(‘ iiKsi iiu s >(' Vel. IX. < caplrr ( ’X lA . 


TFio Turks maintained small garrisons at 
several places in tlui^ tabh'land and a larger 
force at Nakhl, in the eenti al part of t hat i^egion. 





FORT KOSSAIMA. 


wlu'nee the Pilgrims' road go(‘s south-east to 
Akaba and to Ma’an on t he Hedjaz railway ; ami 
mat h-east to Kossaima. Kl Audjaand Ht*crsh(*ba. 
Hy t h(‘ aut umn of 1 9 1 a t la* Turks had carri(*d t he 
I’ailway from Damascus and d(*rusalem south 
to lh‘ersheba and it was thence continm'd 
tow’ards Audja All tlu‘ indiiations point (sl 
to lh(‘ir intention of again using the route 
a<a*oss tlu* tableland foi* an advanei^ on F'gypt. 
'riu\v appear to have* b(‘i*n det(*rr('fl from this 
enterprisi* by tlu* m(*asun*s taken by Sir 
Archibald Murray to <kaiy them the use* of the 
w altering phie(‘s ait the w(‘sl(‘rn ('ml of tl.n 
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iabloland. Moreover, wliilc the tahlelan*! 
route was the lM\st for the enemy the earax aii 
road aeroHS tlie dese,rt a little south of the 
Meditc?rrane<iri was the most natural route 
for a JJritisli arlvanee, and tliat advanc*(i being 
ma<lc? the '^riirks were (;om|><‘Ii(Hl to meet it. 
(On this route tla^ railway base of the Turks 
was at (Ja/.a.) Thus th(* chief fighting took 
place on tcurain ehos(*n by (haieral Murray. 


The raids met with scant success, but they 
necessitated constant vigilance on the part of 
the Defence Force. Gen. Wilson had one 
huiKlrefl miles of front to guard, from Suez to 
Fort Said, and on over two-thirds of tliis front 
(‘n(*my patties might be expected on any and 
every jiight. Gen. Wilson, ably assisted by his 
Chief of Staff, Brig-(ien. A. H. Bingley, C.I.K., 
had divided the Canal zone into foiir sections — 



ONE OF THE SUEZ CANAL DEFENCES. 


'rile iniiioi- iMK'oiiiil ers won*, howev<u\ the 
n\suh of the activity of small enemy parti<\s 
in tuery st'ction of the peninsula. 

(^»nsiderable taitt'rprist' was shown bv tlu' 
enemy in carrying out tlu'ir pin-jaick polity, 
whicli may be said to have lasted from tiu' 
repulst' of DjtMiial Fasha, in February, B)15, to 
the end of NovemluM* in tiu* .same year,* The 
chief object was to damagt' the Sia^z Canal and 
block the t rathe. They also t ried to damage t he 
railway l^he leader of most of the raids was a 
certain Beduin chief named Bizkalla Salim. 

• 'I’ho inoro iinpertmit eiiruuntt rs ht twtvu tho eiiomy 
ami tho tlofoiico force in tho pcri«).l Fc hr nary- June. 1915 

aro iltvscribod in Chapter LXX I J r. * ^ 


.\o. 1 at Suez, No. 2 tit Ismailia (where were 
geia»nil lu^iidquarters), No. 2 at Fort Said, and 
a naval seetion on the Bitter Lakes. Constant 
patrols were nuiintained on the ('anal and on its 
i*a.st or Sinai bank. The defenders liail a 
tiresome and onerous duty, aggravated by the 
great heat and blinding (lust-storms, and, at 
first, lack of adequate shelter from tho sun. In 
March. Dio, an outhreak of dysontory occurred 
in one battalion, while others were affected, 
tliough loss seriously. Later on the health 
of tho troops steailily improved, one thing 
which helped to maintain it being the ability 
to bathe in the Canal. Tho moral of tho men 
was well maintained. Groat credit was due 
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to the troops for the way in which tho duty of 
guarding tlio Canal was performed ; indifferent 
troops would have been demoralized. They 
received valuable help from part of tho 30th 
Squadron, Royal Flying Corp^, under Major 
»S. D. jMassy. From their headquarters at 
Tsmailia tho airmen carried out daily recon- 
naissances without a single important accident. 

The daring of the raiders was illustrated by 
a little incident which hay)pened on May 29. 
Linder cover of darkness a small party reached 
th<^ shore of tho Little Ritter Lake, and wading 
out, boarded a pile driver, destroying one 
small boat and taking y^risoner an Italian 
om [ployed by the Suez (,'anal Company. An 
alarm was given and yairsuit undertaken from 
tho nearest y)ost, but the Beduin got away, 
taking tho unfortunate Italian with them. 
LIntery)rises of this kind were simply annoying, 
'riio only occasion on which tho Turks did 
damage of any morntmt was on June 30 when 
tho British merchant steamer Teresias struck 
a mine near tho south end of the LittU^ Bitter 
Lake. An enemy y^arty had succeedt'd in 
y)assing tho British outjwsts, had reached the 
lake, waded out to the main channel, elutled 
the naval launches on y)atrol duty and laid the 
mine in tho fairway. Owing to the* skilful 
handling of tho Teresias, and tho y)rompt action 
of theCann.1 Com])any’s ofhcials, the ship, though 
some; what badly damaged, was towed chuir and 



AN ARAB. 

'Ihe photoftraph illustrates the difficulty of 
obtaininj^ foothold in the sand. 

taken to Alexandria for n'pair. Tho accident 
blocked the trathe on the (^inal for 14 liours. 
Tliis was the great('st s\ic(‘ess at‘hiev<'d by the 
enemy in his endeavours In cut communica- 
tions betw(‘en tlu* M(*dit(‘rran(‘an and India. 

l!ny>erial Service J'roops had tlu'* credit of a 
lit tl(‘ affair in which th<' organizer of tht> C’anal 
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raid-; lost liis lifo. On XoveinV>or 23 a sc^na Iron 
of Mysoro Lanoors, operating 15 inilos cast of 
Kant ara canio upon a force of <»0 to 70 1 iirks, 
the advance body of a raiding [>arty 200 strong. 
'I'ho barnrcrs piirsuc<l tin* enemy for sovcthI 
miles, killing seven, capturing 12, and wounding 
many <jtlier>. Anemg the dead the ])ody ot 
the sheikh Kizkalla S.ilim was identified. 

At this period, th<; ttlose ol I!) 15, tlie lurks 
and (h*rm‘ins were' making seri<»U‘^ preparations 
for another adv'afice <»n Kgypt. I la* Allies 
(Miiipaign in ( i.illipoli had fail (‘d, and the advanct^ 
<m llagdad had turrufd into a retn^at, while tlie 
croinjiiest (»f Serbiii by thetSmtr.il I’owers an<l 


indeed expended in Germany on ‘‘ the Army 
of Egypt ’* and German troops were sent to 
Constantinople — though not four army corps. 
Kew Germans, save? oHlcers, reached Syria. 
Ihit German guns, German ammunition, and 
(Jerinan equipment of all kinds arrived in Syria, 
where in January, 1010, Djemal “undoubtedly 
had at his disposal the troops, amounting to 
250.00f> men or more, necessary for an attack 
on tJic Suez Canal.* An attack at that time, 
while the campaign against the Sonussi on the 
western border of Egypt was in full progress, 
seemed very promising to tho enemy and was 
(‘xpoct<‘d in England. The work of the Royai 



AUSTRALIAN FIELD AMBULANCE. 


Bulgaria alU)Wcd both men aiul munitions to 
he st'iit from (kTinaiiy to Const Jintim)j'l<*. 
During November some lot) ( Jerman ofliecrs 
d(\signaU‘d for servi<*i' with “ llu' .Army of 
Fjgypt passtxl t hroiigh Sofia on tlicir \^'ay to 
Syria, where Djomil l*asha was gathering 
together a big army. The (Jermans talke<i of 
s«‘nding four army corps to his aid and ui an 
invasion of t'gs'pt by half a million men. 
Ceverish hastt' was slunvn in pushing forward 
th" const met ion of the tuiiiuds on tlie Taurus 
and Amanus sections of (he Bagdad railway, 
a-; their eompl'*tion wmild givi' I'ontiiiuous 
railway eonnexion with SouMutii Syria, while 
the Berlin newspapi'rs wiU'e instructed to dt'elare 
that the “decisive action" which was to end 
tho war was to bo an irresistible blow^ at 
Biitain's highroad to India. .Mueli effort was 


dying Corps in Sinai and that of tlio Naval .\ir 
Sorv'i(*c‘, wdiich obsiaw'cd by seaplane tho garri- 
sons <jf Southern Syria, did not, howevor, dis- 
eloso any e» »neentrat ion of enemy troops for an 
at t aek on the Canal on a large scale. And what - 
e\a*r phms tho entuuy may have made had soon 
after to bo [)ut aside. Tho remarkable winter 
olfensiva? of Gen. Yud(initeh in the moun- 
tains of Armenia, crowned by the capture of 
Erzerum iii February, 1916, with losses to the 
'Furks a])proximating 100,000 men and many 
guns, completely alteix'd tho situation. The 
garrisons in Syria were gradually reduced until 
it was estimatinl that not more than 60,000 
soldiers were left in that province. 

Gen. Sir Archibald Alurray took over the 
command in Eastern F^gypt at the moment 
♦ C.;en. Sir .Archibald Murray’s dispatch of June 1 . 1 9 1 G. 
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AUSTRIAN TROOPS FOR EGYPT AT THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE, 

JERUSALEM. 


wJien expectation of a renewed invasion was 
greatest. He opened general hoad(|uarters at 
Ismailia on January 22, 19 1(). On Febmary l(i 
following the fall of Krzerinn dissipat(‘d tlu‘ 
tlangor for the time being of an attack on the- 
Canal, as climatic reasons rendered it essential 
that an offensive*- by an army large enough to 
cross Sinai and retain strength to strike a hard 
blow against the Canal must be begim before 


the middh' of March. JJie siu^cess of tla* Russian 
Army of th(^ Cauc-asus allowed the Hritish tine* 
to reorganize their defeiu^es. Sir Archibald 
Murray had difTiculties to rne('t of the same' 
character as those whieli had hampered Sir 
Alex. Wilson. Egypt had developefl into an 
intennediato base and clearing station for tlu* 
Indian troops serving in France and the* 
Mediterranean, and for the Salonika force. It 
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A NOVEI. HAFT ON THF: NILF\ 


W'M'i niso ii (*i‘ii<r<‘ for Ansfraliaii niid 

Ni‘\v /I'ahiiid troops, whilo tli(‘ Impiaval Srhoiil 
of Instruction at- Zcitun trained oIlKua’s in all 
l)rancli<!s of warfare. Medieid Branch was 

of v('ry lar^e proportions, as to lO^ypl haii eona* 
the hulk of t la* si<-k and woun<l<*d from ( Jallipoli. 
'The nunihiM* of t hesi* men w as so izreat as almost 
fta* a time to turn l^> 4 ypt into one huge hospital, 

These faidors madi' more arduous tla^ work of 
perfecting the olTensive-defe'icr in Sinai. Sii- 
.Archibald Mur»’a\, howm'er, olitaiiaMl a freta 
hand on Sir tiohn Maxwell's <{<>parture for 
Europe. M<* took o\ er the command of ^11 the 
Jmpi*iial for<'.(*s in lOgypt on March Ih. The 
period of dual <a)ntrol had last(*d barely two 
months, d'he h^gyptian Army remaiia’d under 
command of the Sirdar, Sir l\<‘giriald W ingate, 
w ho at that t inu' March, Ihlti) haii to meet the 
thrixitening situation in tlie Sudan <*aus(‘d by 
t h<^ nMimu‘iat ion of his allegiance* by the* Sultan 
of J)arfur. Sir .Vrc'hibaid Murray had in this 
connexion to <e»ntc‘m|)late the “loan’’ of 
British troops to the* Siielar, and he did, in 
fact, take o\ i*r the defenc*c' of th.c^ reach of tlic* 
.Vile* from .Vssuan to W'adi Haifa. 

From March onward the* rapid «*mbarkation 
of troops for France* i*onsidc*rably depletc*<l 
that. Murray's forces. Among the troops to 
k^ave was the famous Anzac <\>rps. (h*n. Bird- 

w’ood k'ft Indiiiid, howev<*r, the Light Iforse 


regiments of that ('orps. Th(‘se wen^ formed 
into the Anzac Mounted Division and were 
in<‘orporated in thc^ 2nd Australian and Now 
Zi*.dand Army Lor[)s, composed partly c)f con- 
tingcaits reccaitly arri\'ed in F]gyf>t. This corps 
came formally into exist(*ne(* on^March 27. It- was 
(‘omma-ndod by Lic'ut .-( l(*n. Sir Alex. (Jodley, 
and consist t*« I of the* 4th Australian Division 
(und'*r (■Jen. »Sir Ht*r}>(^rt V. Cox), tlu? 5th 
.Xustralian Division (Ma jor-( Jen. lion. d. Mac- 
Cay) and the* Auza»- Alount<*d Division (Major- 
(h*n. H. (J. Chauvc4). Idiis corps was a.ssign(*d 
to the* No. 2, or Ismailia, section of ila' ('anal 
Defence's, but it was later on em])loyod in the 
No. 1, or Port Said, .section, rcinfo.’cing the* 
d'c'rritorials and Yeomanry there. Jn the Ikjrt 
Saicl .sc'ction (ien. Iic)rne at first- ccjinmanded. 
On his departure for France the command 
tlevoKed, on April 12, upon Maj >r-(Jen. the 
Hon. H. .V. Lawrence. 

W ith regard to the stationary defences of the 
Suez. Canal, (leu. Murray completed the work 
begun by (Jen. Wdlson. They consisted in thi* 
construction of fortified works, the building 
of roads anrl light raihvays anrl the faying down 
of pipe -lines. “ Difficulties of water «'!pply on 
the east bank of the Canal were increased by 
shi»rtage of piping labour troubles had 
delayed the progre.ss of roads and railways, 
guns had still to be emplaced, and no part 
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of the front dofonco line was actually occupied 
by troops [in January, 191(5J.” * 

The supply of deficiencies was taken in hand 
and by the end of May 114 miles of roads, 154 
miles of pipe-lines and 252 miles of railway 
were laid. The railways were mostly of narrow 
gauge running alongside the Canal and to 
neighbouring permanent ]iosts. There ‘was, 
however, one important exeo|)tion. (hm. IMur- 
ray had planned, and had begun t(» build, a 
broad-gauge line which, starting from Kantara, 
on the Suez Canal between Ismailia and Port 
Said, was designc'd to be carried acToss the 
Sinai Peninsula and to serve as tlie main artery 
of supply of the troops as th<w advanced 
eastward. 

Ccn. Murray rightly believed that the d(‘fenc(' 
of T^^gypt should be underta.ken not at the 
Suez Canal but on tlie soutla'ru frontier of 
Palestine. 

1 ^ 01 * tliH force iny conirimiul (]i<* \vrot(*) the only 

[lossihlo lino of uilvanco was aloii^j the nortlHM'ri lino from 
Kantara towards Katia aiul ICl Arisli, and tlio ta-^k was 
at orioo taken np of oxaininini; the j>ossihilities of an 
offensive on this line and solvitiy I he ])rohlern of Tiiain- 
taininjj^ a cf>nsid(*rahle force at Katia diirin^^ the s^uinmcr 

♦ Sir .Archihald Murray’s di'-patch, .Itinc I, lUHi. 


iiioiiths. . . . Tn my iniMtiorandiitn of February 15 
atldrosstxl to the (Jhief of thei Imperial CJencral Staff . . . 
1 stated that the first stop towards soonrin;' tite true base 
f«>r the defence tjf Kfjjypt was an a<lvanco to a suitable 
y>osilioii oast of Katia, and the coiistruetioii of a railway 
to that place. 

Sanction was given (Vn. Murray to carry out 
liis project, and henetdorth tui advance to K1 
Arish was the ultinuite objective of his opera- 
tions. Up to ut'arly tlm tnid of February 
aerial nn'oriruiissance was the only active 
military opcaatioii possible*. Tlie most notable 
aidiievemeut of the airmen at this period was 
the d(^st ruction t)f the (‘many's pov\('r station 
at Mir Hassana, a iilacc^ in the tahhdand 85 
miles south-east of Kaufarvi, the hast* of the 
Prifish air st^rvica*. This raid of 170 miles 
i>ut ami home was (Winded ou(, on February 20 
by six machim‘s, four imikiTig tlu^ main Jittnck, 
and tli(' otlu'rs following to complete t-hi* work 
of d(‘struct ion. h'orty luimlis wero dropptul on 
tlui reserv^oir, buildings, and tnaudies at Hir 
Kassana, ami one airman, di^scHaiding to 
000 ft., destroyed the ('l(5(jlri(* ]jovv<'r station 
with a 100 11). bomb. According to one 

ohs<*rver, th(‘ emany catnp, when tin* airmen 
left, lo()k(‘d like a. va)lcamo in eruption. .As 
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'rnrkish infantry wrrr firin>^ on tlio a^'roplanrs 
o/io of l!n? airrn#‘ii swoopt**! down frrun txdiind 
to within 200 ft of iho ^rcjuiirl and op#Mi<*d 
tiro with lii.*^ machines mni on tia^ troops, (•fni'-in*» 
t hf'ni to scatt<ir in all dirret iojis. 

d’h<> airinon not only ifoinix'd f-ncniy posts 
and dnpf)ts in Sinai and kopt (h n. Murray wa ll 
infonned as to ino\<Mn«*nts of rnoniy troops, 
th<?y gavo invtiliia,l)l«* aid in tho <*onstrn<*t ion 
of imioh-noodod maps of tlio district o\M*r wliicli 
tho Rritish adNiUico was t<* he made. A lU'w 
snrv'oy, on a large M'ah‘, initiated hy Mr. 1^. M. 
Dow.soii, {)n\M‘tor t Icneral of the Egyptian 
Siirv'oy I )<‘part naait , was carried out' hv' t lu? 
"^'**P*’K*’*M *^*'****’^ Se«-tion of th<‘ Intelligence 
l^raneh. (’ooperation in this survey was part 


within '30 miles of the Canal were patrolled by 
British troops, an<l mobile columns were ready 
to ck^al with enemy x)arlies which ax:)proaehe< I 
them. If thi^ enemy were to aj)poor ii» strength 
the inst riietif)ns to the mobile columns were to 
demolish the roek isterns before retiring. (In 
the cf'iitral ser-iion of lh€> peminsiila water is 
not always fr^imd in w'(‘lls, it is also collected in 
cistt rns (uit so as to catch the waters brought 
down the w adis after rain.) The work of guard- 
ing llu^ wat(’ring [)laees led to many encounters 
with bodies of Turks and Beduin. The most 
notable was th(‘ result of a reconnaissance 
eiirrie<l otit between April 1 1 aufl 15 to JifjafTa, 
w lierea fairly st rong 1’urkish party, aecompaniod 
by Buro pea us. was engaged in boring operations. 



AUSTRALIAN 

of tlu^ routine work of th.' lh)\,il l-lvingCerps 
rh<‘ siirxey wa-. lui ed on ev pniriiec. gainrd in 
<lalhp(di, of the priMhielieii of frvrjrh inapv 
from aeroplam* phot ographs, ,M>ni rollrd Uy 
ordinary Held snrv.w metli<Mls: and the map 
hasod on this double plan was, it is h(‘lieved, 
the lirst entirely «onst n ut (.(| on this principle. 

\Vhilt‘ pivparatiorts for i|,o a<lvaiMe from 
Kantara to Katia wen^ m progress, nttd after 
that advance ha. I begun, then we. eonsi.h.rahle 
activity in th.‘ ..tlier sect ions ,!„. (^m,.|^ 
dett'iu’es. One of the main <‘oneorns of (ie/i. 
Murray was to .»htain <-ontrol of the water 
.supplies near the (\uud might servt‘ the 

enemy should lie en>.ss t)ie tableland from the 
Beersheha-Audja bas<‘. By the middle pf 
April all water supplies of any importance 


AR TILLKKV. 

ditjalta (Bir (Jitgafta) is a halting )>lae('. east of 
the groat pool at Kv Higm, on rhe'ronte aero.ss 
ih(* tableland takiai l)y Djianal I *asha in 10I5. 

'rtif' troops |,>r Uiis onteipiise (said (ieiienil Murray) 
nt‘n- a s<,ua.Ir.)u of fla- Ufl, Australian laght Horst- 
o«'gi»n.‘!if, a.foninanied hy a deta.hinent. of Ihkanir 
< .iinol (.'.»rpv., and roMiiuMndt-d hy Major Srott, D.S.O., 
!M h AiistiMlijiM Hoi so. rta- ot.jertix e w as fifty-two 

luiles tr.nri tla- start iu_( - point , and a. jumping off pla<*e 
tor the attaek. eight miles soutti-xvest of tho ohjeetive, 
uas rea<-!ied .u 2.W a.m. on April l.t. ^H-Voin hern an 
alfa.U w:o lauudied hy three troops upon the enemy’s 
at '1 .i.m. 'Fhi- enemy, ent ofT in flieir atterni>ted 
ndrt-at hy the n -ht (lanking party t.f the attaek, stoo.l 
M I, ay on one ot the. hills above tlw. village, and lo.st siv 
men kdled tuid five wonndoil before surrendering. On.) 
Austrian henteuant of (-nv;ineers and Xi other prisoners 
were eaptnreth onr ,»u n easuaities being one man and 
one horse killett. The destruction of the enemy’H eamp 
was Ihorougtily earned out. a rpiantity of eorrespondonce 
was taken, and the elaborate woll-horing plant, which 
had hetni at work for five months, was eomjiletely 
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cIornoliHhed. The mannor in which this operation was 
carried out was most creditable, both to tho comiiiniidor 
of tho column ami to all ranks composing it. 

Tlie cifitorns and pools at hZv Rigm — 40 miles 
S.E. of IsmaiJia — supplied the waters of tho 

Wadi Uin Miiksheib, and the wells at Moia 
Harab, to tho south of Kr Rigm, w^ero within 
the regular patrolling area of tli© Britisli. As 
tho line of tho British advance was not across 
the plateau this water w^is not needed by the 
British, and to guard against any possibility 
of its use by the Turks tlxe decision w^as made 
to empty Er Rigm. This task w'as sucessfully 
executed in Jiuh' by a column of Australian 
Bight Horse, with dotacliments of enginc-ers 
and of the iiikanir Camel ("or})s, undta' tho 
command of Lieut. -Col. T. J. Todd, D.S.O. 
In four days and nights of continuous effort 
some 5,000,000 gallons of w’ater w'cre emptied 
from the pools and rocii cisterns, and this with 
tho destruction of the wells at Jifjaffa rend<*r(‘d 
waterless the last GO miles of the talxlelaud 
route to the Canal. A column of yeomanry 
eo-oporated with Col. Todd’s force and 
did very good work. The safe return to rail- 
head of every man and animal of the ftxree 
w'as testimony sunicient to the eHieitaicy of the 
arrangements made for this little <^xp<‘dit ion. 

Jn tho southern section of tho (.-anal defences 
particular attention was [)aid to the construc- 
tion of forts which should effectually protect 
tht' town of Suez and Rort 'rewlik, Djebel 
JMurr, overlooking the Rilgrim.s’ Road txs it 
ap[)roaches Suez, was rendered iilmosi impreg- 
nable by the lalxoiir of Indian troops, who also 
strongly fortiHtul the neighbouring Wells of 
IMoses (Ain ^lusa), traditionally i(!entifi(*d with 
the Klim of tlie Old Testament. Ain ^lusa, (h<^ 
only place in Sinai w'liere water was so abundant 
as greatly to impede tlie fliggijig of t renches, lit‘s 
some 10 miles south-east t)f Suez, and to it a 
light railway was built. The work of fortifying 
the oasis was in progress in March when tlie 
Vrineo of Wales came to Egypt as a staff captain, 
and at Musa the Prince Sf)ent some time. Before 
leaving Egypt (on May 1) tho Prince also visited 
every section of the Canal defences, ami was 
present at inspections of tho British, Australian, 
New Zealand and Indian troops. His pow'ors of 
endurance wore marked, especially in long 
desert rides to visit the front-line trenches, 
while tho simplicity of his life and liis unafTectetl 
and unceremonious iiatmo w'ou for him the 
affection of all ranks. 

There was little opposition from the Turks 
to the advance to Katia. South and south-east 


of the vdllage of that name is a zone c,wtending 
some 15 miles w'ith a water suppiv suHicieut 
to maintain permanently a large body of troop.*^. 
i^y I he beginning of A[)ril the broiid gauge 
raihvay from Kantara w'as approaeliing the 
oasis, and to protect th<' workmen building the 
lino it w’as necessary 1 hat the region immediately 
east of Katia should be kept (rlear of the 
enemy. On April 2 a s(puidron of t he Royal 
Oloueestershire Hussars (( doiiee.-^tershiro Yeo- 
manry) under Lieut. -Col. R. M. Yorke, with 
a delaehniont of tlie evt‘r useful Bikanir Camel 
(’orps, recfinnoitrcd as far as Bir el Abd, 15 
inil(*s f‘ast of Katia village, meeting with no 
resistant'e, and the next day Woreest(*rshire 
Yeomanry recjonnoitred to Bir ol Mageibra, 
10 miles S.E. of Katia. Following these recon- 
naissances a larger body was moved into Katia, 
and on April G Brig. (Jon. E. A. Wiggin, com- 
manding the 5th Mounted Brigade*, took over 
tho command from (\)1. Yorke*, be*iug inaelei 
n*spe>nsible direct; tei tho heaelcpiartors of Nei. .‘1 
(Port Said) section. He* spe(*elily fonnel tliat 
the* l.^irks eiiel not intend quiet ly t o acquiesce 
in tho Th'itish occupatiein of the r(*gion. When 
on A|.»ril 0 a.noth<*r re^eeainaissane*© w as maele tei 
Bir <4 Abel by Wore*estershire ^'ee)lnanry a 
strong emany p«*‘ly w’as eneoimtcrt*el, nnel, 
though the Worccst<*rs}iire*s drove the Turks 
freim tho rielgo tJu'y occupied, yet owing tei the 
heaivy sand tlu‘ir ]ir>rscs (*e)uld neit ke(*p u[) thei 
pursuit and tlcy witlidi-ew . It was tliree^ days 
late*! that the) e’liange in ceimmand eif the Ptirt 
Sail! s(*etion of tho Canal Deh'iicos, which 
ine*ludoe1 the Katia area, took place, Cen. 
J^awrence^ sncc(*e*eling (h n. Horne*. 

By A[)ril 21 the railway liad reaicheMl a point 
which jnstifi(*d measures licing taken for the 
p<*rinan(ait oeeupation eif Katia by tlio British. 
The* e^nemy, W(*1I infeirme-d, ele*te*rTnin('el not; te> 
await the arrival of iiritisli re'inforcements, nnel 
eirdea’s we're issued tei some* 5,1)00 Turks tei 
occupy anel heilel Katia. By means of aere)[)lane 
reconnaissances aiiel by t hci wejrk of their patreils 
the Turks wx>re awarei e>f the scattere*d dispe.>si- 
tion of the Yeomanry uneler (U*n. Wiggin. Tlu^y 
plamietl to make sure of capturing these posts 
not simply by dire<*t attack but by (*utting the 
raihvay line in their rear. By a surprise attack, 
made under cover of dense fog, on tho morning 
of April 2.3 the enemy did siiceced in ca£;turing 
tw'oof tho four posts held in the Kat la i egion ny 
Ccn.^ Wiggin’s brigade, arul they caused tho 
British to withdraw from the other two. But 
they failed in tho attack on the line of corn- 
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iniiiiication nnd victory was so dearly 

bought that tlii> cikjiiv almost iinmc^- 

1 1 lately rtaired. Kor many months tlu* 
(h'tails of this aiTair. in which the Worcostcr- 
shin^ and ( d<Miccst<*rshii*o '^'comanry suftVrcd 
severely, waa’t' wrapped iii oflicial obscurity. 
'The story nahaiiids t(» lh(' credit of the ret^i- 
meiits enj^a^e<l, wiio (whibited a. stea<liiiess, 
valour and fortitude' worthy of the* l)est tra- 
ditieins eif the British Army. 

'^riie' r)th Me)uiite*d Bri^ide e-)!! April 21 wtis 
(listribiitt'd as follows : The^ Worc(‘stershire 
Yeomanry at Katia village (which is 28 miles 
(Hist of Kautara) ; tlu* Warwickshire Yeomanry 
(li‘ss eiu' s(piadron) at llamisaii, three miles 
*8.8. W. of Katia : Bripnle' Ke aele piarters and 
tlie» ( llou(*i*stershin' Yee.)manry at Romani 
( K1 Ruman). live mik's \.\V. of Katia. Rail- 
head was at K1 Vras, se\*(*n mill's from Romani, 
'riie niHirest post hide! by infantry was Oueidar, 

12 miles west of Romani ami 18 east of 
Kantara. ddu* ordei’s jj^ivi'ii to (Jen. Wig^in 
were to (lispt)se his brigadt^ in such a way as 
to protect (dl railway, topographical and water 
survey ])arties, with special attention to the 
exploitation of the water supply; also to 
observe the rout© eastwards towards Bir el 
Abd, but not to take any serious olfeiisivo 
nieiisures without further orders. It had also 


been impressed on Oen. Wiggin . . tliat, since 
it would t>vke two days to reinforce him with 
infantry, ho was, in the event of a heavy 
attack, to tnarux'uvre back on Dueidar . . . or 
upon the railhead near K1 Aras ” (Sir Archibald 
Murray's dispatch of Junrj 1, 1916). A 

regiment of the Anzae ^Founted Division was 
duo to roach Katia on April 2F, and tlu^ 
remainder <^f tlio 2nd Australian Liglit Horso 
Brigadi^ was due at Kantara on the 23rd. 

Such was the position as viewn^l from a dis- 
tance. In practice the protection of the wati'r 
and raihvay parties, with the force at Die com- 
mand of Den. Wiggin, led to a dangerous 
weak(aiing of the British posts. The force sent 
to Katia was too small and too isolated to have 
any real cliance against a sudden attack by a 
largi^ inieiny body, and it w'as not till it was too 
late lliat the British Tntolligenee Sorvict^ 
learned that the eiiiany were in strength near 
the borders of Katia. On April 21, as has been 
.seen, the otli Mounted Brigade Field tliroe posts, 
separated by several inile.s of heavy sand ; the 
.same day a fourth post w’as occupied. 

On tlio evening of April 21 a squadron of 
Worcestershire Yeomanry was moved into 
bivouac at Ogliratina, .seven miles E.N.K. of 
Katia, to cover a party of some 60 dismounted 
Royal Knginoers detailed to prepare wells. 
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On April 22 u second sqnndron of \\'orcester* 
shire ^'e()llunlry was also s(»nt from Katia to 
Oglmit ina, a squadron of ( Jloucnstershin* 
Yeomanry being sent from Jiomani to tak<‘ 
their place at Katia. The disposition of th(‘ 
brigade was now such as to olfer o|.>purt unit ics 
to an ontorprisiug foe, and there were not lack- 
ing incidents which provcvl that the enemy wa.; 
on the alert. At Komani on April 21 a listening 
post of the (doiicesters discovered a ])atrol of 
two (Serman officers an<l l.*i Turks; on the 
previous ilay an outpost of the Warwicks liad 
been attacked by Arabs. But it was not until 
April 22 that the Royal Flyiiig Porjis r(‘i>orted 
the arrival of new boflie-s of enemy troops at Bir 
vl Ba^T-ud, 15 miles E.S.K.of Katia, aial at Bir t^l 
Magnibra, 10 miles 8,K. of Katia. (ten. Wiggin 
•obtainofl the permission of (Icn. Lawrence to 
attack the (aicmy at Mageibra, and he did so 
with the two squadrons of Warwickshire's and 
the one remaining squadron of Woreostf*rshire 
Yeomanry. Lieut. -Col. C. Coventry (com- 
manding the Worc^estershiro Yeomanry) ac<'om- 
panied the raid to Mageibra, as also did (h'li. 
Wiggin. Thus the posts at Romani, Katia and 
Oghratina were left without the guidance of their 
-commanding officer. Finding very few enemy, 
the Yeomanry ilestroyed the camp at Mageibra 
4ind returned to Hainisah, the station of the 


W'arwickshircs, ubf>ut niiu* o'clock in th(' niorn- 
ing of April 2.‘1 (Kast<*r Day). 

On bis return (Icn. W iggin l(‘nrncd that .some* 
hours I'arlicr th<‘ posts at (fgbratina atid 
Ducidar had been assaili'il by (‘oiisiderablc* 
enemy forces. Half an hour latia* news (‘ainc 
by tcluplioia^ fiom (’apt. M LI. Baker, 

I lie ofliciM* commaiatifLg at Katia, that his 
post was also bcaiig attacked. It ap- 
pcareil subsecpicntly that the strength of 
the eiKMuy force engaged at Ogliratina and 
Katia was about .‘kUOO, with 2,000 in rc.sorv’c 
at Bir cl Abd. Of the troops engaged in the 
attack the majority were pickinl n'giilars of 
"I'urkisb infant I'v. Then* was also a <*avalry 
force ecpial to a squadnai. ami 500 irregulars - 
<*amelnu'n. d'bi' n'porl made by prisoners that 
with the '^furks was a> battalion composed 
entirely of .Austrians and (ileriiians was not con- 
tirmed, but there were some tairopeaii infantry 
pr(‘sont, and among the bodi(vs found on the 
fieUl was that of a (lermaii otfieer, who was said 
to have led the attack on Katin. 

Though at the time the full strength of the 
assailants was not known, the seriousness of tlu* 
situation was at once rceognizc'd by (icn. 
W'iggin. He instructed the Katia garrison to 
hold on, and promised to bring reinforcements ; 
there was scant, prospect of being able to giv(‘ 
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lielp to tho Oghratina garrison. The instruc- 
tions to tiiat force had been to push on entrenoh- 
in<‘nts with all possible speed, and it was Cien. 
VV'iggin’s intention that if it wcTe attacked in 
force it should retire on Katia. That it would 
be able to retin? was iu)w stM*n to })(‘ its only 
possilile c?hanc(» f)f safety. Thf‘ position of the 



[La/nyiitf, fjhotiK 

LIEUT. LORD OUENINGTON. 

Mortally wounded at Katia. 

Atli Mounted Hrigade at this (*ritical nionient 
was : At Oghratina t wo scpiadnins of W'orces- 
ters (u ith one inaehiin* aial lialf a company 
of Hoyal Kriginei-rs from the o^nd Division; 
at Katia one sfpiadron of ( Jloucest(‘rs (with 
one machine giin), about 40 <lc(ails of the 
Worcesters and K.A.M.C. and JMobilc Veteri- 
lau’y tletachments ; at i^oinani two squadrons 
of (Jloucesters (with one machine gun) and 20 
m«*ii of the HiUanir Dana?l Dorps (the llikanirs 
vero employed as a.mbulanc(‘ men) ; at Hamisah 
two stpiadrons of Warwi<*ks and oiu* s(piadroii 
of Worcesters (with tliree machine guns in all). 
'I'he forc(' at Hamisah under Gen. Wiggiii was, 
however, not abl»‘ to make an immediate start 
t(a* Ivat ia. 4 he* troops had but just rtdurned 
from the night march to Magtubra, and t h<' 
horses, if not the nn'ii, recpiired to be watertul 
and fed before tluw could start again. And 
the force at Komani was in the ])redicainent of 
being between two fin?s, with Dueidar attacked 
ill its roar and Katia in its front. Moreover, 
Komani had also the task of covering rairtiead. 


where a gang of 400 unarmed EgjTJtains was 
working at the lino. At Hamisah the water- 
ing of the horses proceeded with all speed, 
and the Worcesters licing first rea^lv. Gen. 
\N iggin tl<‘.tached Col. Cbvoiitry and sent 
him with that squadron (that of Major W. 
Wiggin) direct to Katia. The Worcesters got 
through, reaching Katia about 1 1 a. in. Mean- 
tinH5 Gen. Wiggin with the two squadrons of 
VVarwdc;ks pushed forward against the enemy’s 
l(‘ft. The going was very heavy, and the Turks 
offered most determined resistance. The ad- 
vance w as thus slows and Gen. Wiggin succeeded 
only in pushing the enemy back about a mile. 

Indications that Hi(‘ enemy was very watch- 
ful had been oliservcd for some days qt Rornani. 
'riie demeanour of (be “friendly” Arabs, the 
daily reconnoitring of the British positions by a 
(ka'inaii aeroplane and the discovery of enemy 
patrols closo to their out[>osts had aroused 
siispi(‘ion. fri conscqiuaice the posts weny 
str«*ngtheia?d, barbcfl wire entanglements put 
up, and mount c?d patrols w^^re out all night. By 
four o’clock in the morning of April 2.> Col. 
Yorke bad his force saddled up, Tek?- 
ph(»no communication between Romani and 
Katia had becMi cut, but this might liave 
been the work of an cmemy patrol w'hich bad 
taken ad vantage of the fog,* and in fact the 
first alarm at Romani that day came from an 
iint?xpected quarter. At 5.30 news was re- 
ceived that Dueidar, Romani’s base of supplies, 
was being attacked. Orderlies sent to Katia 
returned with the news that about the same 
time the Gloucester squadron there had been 
lightly atta(*ked, that the attack had been 
beaten off, but that heavy firing had been heard 
from Oghratina. About 9.30 a.in. Dueidar 
l(‘lcphoned that the attack on that place liatl 
been beaten back. (k)l. Yorke dc(?ided to try 
and cut off the retreating enemy. As the 
Gloucesters were starting the sound (>f heavy 
firing from the direction of Katia decided Col. 
Yorke to change his direct ion, and his troops 
moved straight towards the enemy’s guns, 
w’liich could be seen shelling Katia camp. The 
heavy sand here, as w^as the case with Gen. 
Wiggin, made the advance conqmratively slows 
but Col. Yorkt' came into action at 10.45, about 
the time Col. Coventry reinforcotl Capt. Baker 
at Katia, but of that fact the Rojiiani troojjs 
w’ere ignorant. 

• By 8. HO th« fog had lifted sufllciontly to allow of 
visual coiumuiiication — t.p., by heliograph, — bctweoiv 
the British positions. 
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The Gloucostors advanced with groat dash, 
taking up alternate positions, covered by their 
machine giui, and they succeeded in driving 
the Turks back about a mile and a half. More 
they could not do. The enemy were well led, 
their rifle and gun fire was excellent, and 
«luring the morning they brought uj) reserves. 
Col. Yorke, who had attempted an outflanking 
movement, found himself being outflankc'd, and 
he was forced to order a retirement for aboiit. 
400 yards. This was tlio signal for tlie Turks 
to advance. With bayonets fixed Hiey tliriee 
charged to iLithin .300 yards of the Yeomanry, 
but on caeTi occasion were driven back. The' 
ctisualties on the British side up to tliis point 
had not been numerous ; among the mortally 
wounded w’as Lieut. Jjord Quenington, the 
son and heir of Lord St. Al<.lwyn (Sir Michael 
Kicks-Bcach). An expanding bullet siiiasJied 
his thigh, and hc3 died halfway back to camp. 
Having got his w’oiinde.l away, C-ol. Yorke 
ordered a further retinaiH*nt, pr<'|mralory 
bi another a(l<Mupt to get thi*ougli to Katia. 
Before, however, anything fiirth(‘r could 
dom5 it was seen that Katia camp was in the 
hands of the Turks, and Col. Yorke tlien 
retired to Komani, and thc‘ii(;(* to railhead, 
where infantry reiuforeemonts arii\ed at 
midnight, (len. AViggin, realising also that 
Katia had fallen, likewise f(3ll back (about 
.'f.30 p.m.), retiring by Haniisah to Dueidar. 

The garrison at Oghratiua had b<‘eii wiped 
out early in the day. A telcphoiK' message 
received at ITamisah from the (jHicer eoiiiinaiid- 
ing stated that, in the chaise fog, lu? was 
attacked about 5.30 and had bc'aten off his 
assailants. No further news earner tliroiigh 
until 7 a.m., when tlio olTic'er reported that lic^ 
was being heavily attacked “ on all sides.” 
This was his last message, for t he teh^phone line 
was then cut. For half an liour afterwards 
very heavy firing was heard from the? camp. 
It ceased suddenly — the camp had evid<*ntly 
been rushed. Four clays later, wh(*n Oghra- 
tina was reoccupied by troo]is of tin? An/.act 
Mounted Division, evidence was fonii<l of a 
desperate hand- to -hand strugglo. Many <h?acl 
bodies both of f fiends and foti lay on the 
ground, and among the British two, tJiough 
sorely wounded, were fc3uii<l still alivt?. Of 
these two one died shortly afterwards. The 
little garrison had obviously sold their lives 
dearly, probably realizing from the first that 
they were without hope of relief, and that 
retirement if attempted would be rondorod 


doubly difficult .b the fact that the Engine<?rs 
wore without horses. 

At Katia the first attack appears to have 
been made by a reconnoit mg party only. 
The main attack was bc'gun about 9.30 a.m., 
when patrols reported the? approach of 1,000 
to 1,.500 men from tlie direction of Oghratiua. 


1 



l/.f4/ciyt'//e, photo. 


I/r.-GOL. THE HON. C. G. GOVENTRY 

(Gommanding Worcestershire Yeomanry). 

The (doueesters wc‘re gc'tting hard prc?ssed, 
whc'ii Col. (^)ventry\s scpiadrc^n of \Vore(?sters 
arrivcxl from Ilamisuh, taking up a position on 
the left of the linc^. This for a time relieved the? 
situation, and I ho advance? of Gem. Wiggin on 
the riglit and of Col. Yorke? on the? le^ft e?ompeI]ed 
Iho Turks to divert tlic‘ir main streuigth from 
the attack on the? village. \Vhf?n, howeve*r, 
about 2 p.m., the enemy saw that t]ie?y were 
holding off the? relieving fore*e?s, tlu?y eoneem- 
tratc'd the? fire of t}ie*ir 1 2-pounders and machine 
guns on Katia, and uneh'r cf)ve?r of this fire tlieir 
infantry, despite? se^rious losses, crept, close? to 
the camp, which at throe o’cloc'k th(?y carriexl 
with a rush. Col. (k)ventry them gav<' tlie orele*r 
” Kve*ry man for himself,” hut escape for most 
of till? defendc'rs was inipossihlo. All the ]iors<*s 
of the? Gloucostors had be;ou kill(?d by shell 
lire at the ve?ry outset of the? action, but 
fortunately the? le?d liorses of the Worcesters 
had found safety in a hollow. These were 
galloped up, and on them about 60 men and 
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one officer made their escape*. Of the (ilouees- 
ti^rs nine or tfjn ^ot away ; of the WoreevtiTs 
a>)oiit 25. r*ol. Coventry and 2‘^ oilier officers 
anti 202 iii(*n were take-n prisoiiers hy the 
Turks and removf^d to Dainaseais. These 
prisoners included appanaitly tla^ survivor'^- 
frtan Oghratina as well as Katia. With the 
()0 wIk» made llu’ir c'-^cape th#\v if*presented 
all that was left of fr>ur s< jiiadrons of ^'eonul^r 3 ^ 
tiM’ half -company of Itoyal iMiLrims'rs, ancl the 
K.A.M.C. aiul \’4‘tei irmi y I )eta<*lmM nts w ith 
thorn. In the- list of missing ohi<*(‘rs were 
(’apt M. IJ. |jak(*r and Lord Llelio. 

d’here was a happier (Muling to t la* alla.ek on 


se^'eral sand* ridges, the highest 900 yards 
di.stant. On these ridges the British held 
small redoubts, the chief being on a cre^st south- 
east of the oasis. This redoubt, which domi- 
natt‘d the position, the* ITirks tried desperately 
to capture, but the stcjidiness of the defenders 
and the accuracy f)f their fire drove back the 
a-ssttilants. Their inacliine gun did excellent 
work, and many Turkish dead wore found in 
front of it. The Bikanir Camel Corps men 
seizcMl a part of the ridge to the right of this 
po.st,and thoiigli without cover other than that 
afforded by the sand dunes lieid their ground, 
t hough their only officer was wounded. Further 



NHW /EAL.ANU 

Diieidar. Thai po.-^t wii-< garrisone<l by in- 
fantry 100 men of the .Mb I hilt. Hoynl Scots 
Fusiliers ('rt*iTitorinls), a small dela-chnamt of 
tlu* llikanir Cjiinel (’orps a-iul a party of A.S.C 
(IVrritorials), under Capt. A. (’. A. Ihuee 
(Lo>.la.nd Mountt'd llrigade). Altt>gel her I lu'n* 
were 150 men at Dueitlar. (’apt, Roberts of the 
H.S. Fusiliers being in eoTunamd. Throughout 
this affair on Faster Day, (\jpt. Roberts 
showc*d conspicuous abilit y. The 'rurkish fon-t*. 
about 1,000 strong, with one field gun ami 
imu-hine guns, eanu' from the south, and 
delivert'd its first assault at 5.;it) a-.m. This 
was evidently tla* prearranged liour, for it 
was at the same time that Oghratina, IS mil(\s 
distant, was atttv(*ked Dm*idar, a palm grt»ve 
a quarter of a mile long and a himdrctl yards 
wide, lies in a depresMon, east w ard of wdiich are 


MOUNTED RIFLES. 

to the left a small redoubt held by the Scots 
Fusiliers was in great danger, and (’apt. Bruce 
with some A.S.(\ nuui went to lengthen tla^ 
line. Their first attack having been beaten the 
enemy removed the att('ni]>t at 8.. ‘10, but again 
failed to g('t through. Reinforcements w’^ere 
now on their way, and at 9. 30 Major Thompson, 
with two companies of the 4th J3att. of the Royal 
Setits Fusiliers, arrived from a post seven miles 
distant. These were sent to strengthen tlie 
redoubts. This gave rise to a notable instance 
of gallantry : 

One party went to the aid of (‘apt. Rruee and men. An 
open spat e, under heavy fire, liad to ho crossed, and the 
lender tif the reinforeing party, IJout. Trawfortl, fell 
wounded, (‘aptain Brnee at once went to his aid, but 
himself fell mortally wouiuled and diorl in a few" minutes. 
TheriMipon CVjrp. ClilTtjnl left fiis sandbag shelter, 
crosseil the deaiily spatre, rescued Lieut. Crawford and 
brought haek th<» body of ('?apt. Bruce. 
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STAFFGAPTAIN THE PRINCE OF WALES IN EGYPT fMAKGH-MAY, 1916). 


Otht^r reinforcements s<*nt by den. Lawrence 
arrived and at 12.30 a counter attack was 
launched. It was delivered with such spirit 
that the enemy was forced to retire, leaving 
behind 70 dead and 80 prisoners. At this 
juncture — 1 p.ni. — the 5th Australian Light 
Horse arrived from Kantara, and thc^y at once 
took up the pursuit of the Turks, who in their 
retreat w^ere also bombed by aeroplanes. The 
rnemy turned south, eventually joining their 
comrades at Katia. 

Apart from the losses at Oghratina and Katia 
the British casualties on April 23 were two 
officers and 18 men killed, four officers and 21 
men wounded. The enemy losses w^ere esti- 
mated at 700 to 800 — over 200 dead were 
found at Katia alone by the Australian trvjops 


whfm the^y re-entered th(^ villager »)n April 2i>. 
The costliness of such success ns tln^y attained 
and the n'pulsc of the attacks on Dueidar 
had a tliscouraging eff(*et on the Turks, who 
made ?io attcaupt to carry out their orrlers 
to hold th(^ Katia area. On tin? night of 
the 28rd the enemy had alriMidy begun to 
retire. This retirc*ment was turned into a 
flight by the daring (^f the Royal Flvifig 
Oorps, which followed the enemy up and on 
A[)ril 25 bombesl Bir »?1 Abd and Bir t'l Bayud 
with great effect. The enemy had gained 
little by his raid in territory n<jthing, nor 
were Chai. Murray's plans affect ed. 

Romani was henceforth oeeufjicfl by infant r\^ 
arul^the railway from Kantara was j)u.shed 
on with all spec'd. ,Permc,Tic‘nt lines of defence 




TURKISH l^RISONERS FROM ROMANI ARRIVING IN CAIRO. 


\v<T(‘ also <‘onst ru(‘t(Ml from Koinani to iVIahcm- 
<lia. 'I'liis lino r<*stocJ in the north on tho 
M(*(litorran('am Mahomclia b(*injj: on tlio Bay 
of Tinoh, fit tlio w’ostf'rii <*n<l <^>f tlio S<*rbonian 
I^alv(\ By tfikinj^ up this position (h*n. Uavv- 
n‘nco siMrurtMl for his h‘ft flank the support of thu 
naval foriH\s uiukT Vico-Admiral Sir Kosslyn K. 
Woinyss, Tli«> Anzaci INlountcMl Division, which, 
a-i Sir Ar(;hibfil(l Murray said, proved itself a 
unit- upon which absolute dopcmdonce could be 
plficod to display c*n('rgy, resource and en- 
durance, cfirric'd out a number cjf sucf*essful 
reconnaissanct's. Thesi' jiroved a source of 
constant finnoyancc to the enemy, who early 
in May had again increased his force in Sinai 
and was watching Kfitia from the east and 
south-east, 'fwo instances may be cited, 
ilhisti^ative of th<' })owi‘rs of endurance of tlicso 
Australians and Ntav Zealanders. The Canter- 
bury Mount('d Kitles coyeretl 40 miles in 30 
lauirs, in intt*nse lunit, and the 2nd flight Horse 
lirigad(\ in the same ccfiiditions of intense heat, 
coveiH'd (JO mill's in 30 hours, })esides destroying 
the I'neiny camp at Hod el Bayud and bringing 
back 3(J camels. The most successful raid 
at this period was on May 31. On that occa- 
sion the New Zeahuid Mo\inted Rifles, one 
regiment of Australian Light Horse and a 
sub-section of the Ayrshire Battery li.H.A., 
attacked thi' enemy’s post at Bir Salmtina, 20 
miles K.N.K. of Katia. 

'Plu' post (sail! the oHirial ropi>rt) Mas surrounded 
V»ofo t lie (1 idil I id ^ 

rushed, Mdiife a oainel detaehineiit was seen inaki 4 ig off 
to the south-east. Tho eueiuy lost l.'» inen killed and 2 


men onptured. Our eavalry pursued till 8 a.m., when tlio 
]>ursuit was taken up hy iieroplanOiS, wdiich homhod 
seatl-ore<l parties with elha-t, killing 20 cuunels and 8 more 
men. 4’he tm’co returned, having covered 60 miles in 
*16 hours, besides lighting an engagoinont. 'J’ho only 
• •asualties w'tjro two men slightly wounded. 

May, 1010, was also distinguished by aerial 
activity. The Turks’ air service was in the 
hands of (Germans, and the machines w^ero of 
German make. I^p to May they had been 
used only for reconnoitring tho British camps ; 
in that month two attacks (May 8 and May 21) 
were made on Fort Said. In neither ease was 
much material <lamago done ; tw^o civilians 
were killed and 5 soldiers and 1(5 civilians 
wounded. in each case the attack was 
answ^ered by prompt and successful retaliation 
by the Koyal Flying Corps. On May 23 there 
w as an effective bombardment by four machines 
of the R.F.C. of all enemy camps on a 46-mile 
front from Bir el Mazar in the north to Rod 
Salem, in tho south. The water tanks at Rod 
Salem, upon w'hich, since tho destruction of 
the drilling plant at J if Jaffa, the enemy set 
great store, were smashed by direct hits, and 
much damage w'as done to buildings at Bir 
Hamma and Bir el Mazar. But the most 
important operation in May was a combined 
sea and air attack on El Arish. On May 18 
tw'o monitors and. a sloop, their fire directed by 
naval seaplanes, for two lionrs bombarded the 
fortified works, tlie camp and the aerodrome 
at Arish. Altogether 34 shells were fired by 
tho heavy guns of the monitors, two of which 
hit the aerodrome, while most of the others 
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burst in the camp. Some shells were spared 
for the fort S. W. of the town, which was reduced 
to ruins. The enemy, complety demoralized, 
made no attempt to reply. Many soldiers 
sought cover among the palm groves near the 
coast, but unavail ingly. Protected by the 
fire of the monitors the sloop stood in close to 
the shore and with salvoes of medium-sized 
shells thoroughly searched the palm groves. 
To complete the work six machines of the Royal 
Flying Corps now appeared, among other 
exploits exploding three bombs in the middle 
of a body of 1,000 enemy troops, troops which 
a War Office cormnuHigue asserted wore “ evi- 
dently Cermans."* A close reconnaissance of 
Kl Arish was made and many valuable photo- 
graphs taken. 

This visitation of El Arisli much ])orturbed 
the Turks, who, besides [iroviding the town 
with anti-aircraft guns, retaliated by several 
daring raids. Their airmen on .l\ine 1 1 attacked 
Kantara with bombs and Romani with gun-fire, 
but were driven off by the Britisli aircraft. 
Two days later a hostile aercjplane attacked 
Serapeum, on the Suez Canal, and afterwards 

* On this point Sir ArcJiihalcl Murniy in the <ii'<pa(4‘h 
covoriiif^ this operation was silent. 


tried to bomb ships in the Canal. ♦ On the 
same day British airmen again visited Bir el 
Mazar and El Arisli. On this occasion an 
enemy aeroplane came out to engage the 
British. The machine, a Fokker, was driven 
dowTi. The purpose of the visit to El Arish 
was to lo(!ate an aerodrome known to bo 
somewhere south of the town. Its position 
was found, and on Juno 18 a raid was made by 
ele.ven machines with the object of destroying 
it. This attack, which, out and home, was a 
journey ()f 200 miles, was most successful. “ The 
first machine to arrive (wrote Sir Archibald 
Murray) descerak'd to 100 feet and attaekc*d, 
blowing to pieces an aeroplane on the grouiul 
and its at tendant personnel. A second machine 
on the ground was also put out of action by 
bombs. Heavy tin' from rifltis and anti-aircraft 
guns was now (^pt'ru'd on tiu' attackers, but tlie 
British pilots carried out tht'ir orders most 
gallantly. Altogether six out of tlu' 10 

♦ Anelhrr a.ir ntlnrk wiis rnaxh* hy the Turks on the 
(‘anal »»n Au>j;iist 3, the day ht* I>j of Koiiuini ]M';.(an. 
Oil that ooeasioii two aeri plain drojipcd honih.'^ 
Isnuulia and on the shippin, tm l^ake 'I'nnsah, hul. the 
hoiuhs fell hnniih'ssly. Aj^a i on Aimust S, his 

ndreat from Romani, tin* i ny made air al 1 a<‘ks hot h on 
Snt*z and Port Saitl, doin^ ie lilth' dama.’e. 
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hangars \v(^r(3 hit, and two, if not three, were 
burned to tlie* ground. A party of soldiers on 
the »^en»droiin? was also successfully bombed, 
and at the closer one of the obs(*rving ina<*hines 
attac*ked the hangars with its machine gun 
frmnahe-ight of 1,200 f«*et.” 

During 1 1 n* Ihm* nriii'li ni •'•'liiifs lest : 

Itie pilot of r»rie sot lu> iii.ifliino mi fir." to proxoiil tli<* 
onnny froiri oiipt tii'in;4 it. A '^••ooimI iiiMflnrw foil into tin* 
-.j*n, tlin pilf)t lioinu' ro'CiU'd I)N u mot <ir-l>o}it . 'riio tliinl 
\v»i'. <*oinp<*lloil to l^^•l<l alinnt oi^^lit iiiiN's \\o-t of Kl 
Xii-tli ; tin* fhIoI omloii \ mirod to c.uiv out n-puir'^, *in<l. 
wliilr* (loin;^ "^o, ho w a < '<0011 hv oto* nf mir 0'^(‘t>rf in;4 
rn»iohiiio-j, w hit'll at tnioo lamlt'.l at omi-'itlont hlo ri^'k, 
pioktril him np. aiol Ih-w ha' l^ .1 ilMl.mct* i»t IHf milos to 
KiintiLi'a. I'nri'N'in^ two pn'">t'ii;.:t'r'; it. adthlimi to I ho pilot 

an o\i I'omols <.Mllanl foal. 


without significance that at the same time 
that the advance in Sinai was undertaken 
Turkish troops were also sent to the Hedjaz 
ill an effort to relieve the besieged garrison of 
Medina. Various indications wore, however, 
forthcoming which tended to show tliat the 
(enterprise was undertaken not on Turkish 
but on (lerman iuitiativ^e. The Oermans liad 
cause sufTic'ient on th(3 Somme to wish to detain 
jn Kgypt as many troops as possible. They 
hiwl, too, been making preparations for months 
for a descent upon the Siic^z ("anal, and these 
preparations had to be justified. Tliey had 
got together a force admirably equipped and 



in TINC; WATHR-TANKS ON GAMKLS. 


I)espi(<‘ !li(‘ ineonvt'nirni jiltcntions of 
ih'itish ships and l>i*ili>.h jier(ipla.ni*s Kl Arish 
rein.'iincd the 'rurkish hasi* in Sinai, and 
during Jul>, ItlH'i. (hi* assembled 

there a. eonsiderabk* forei*. Although it was 
tlie hottivst pei'iod of the \eai', and witli t lu' 
knowl(Mlge that in following tin* FA Arish- Katia 
cara.\an route their right tia.nk would lx* ex post'd 
to attack from tlu* sea., the d’urks had deeidt'd 
to take the olti'U'-.iNe e.long that lini*. The 
reason tor their action i\*m'Un»'d ohseure. 
'rhe ht'lief ill Kgypt w .v^ fairly geiu ral that t he 
advance was undt'itaki'n b\ the 'Turks to 
retain tiu' sup[)orl of the Arabs of Southern 
Syria., many of whom s\ inpat hiz 'd with the* 
S I'uif of Mecca, who had thrown off TnrkUli 
alk'gianei' and liad made hims» If mastt'r of 
almost the whole of tiu' Hedjuz. It was mft 


in tine physical condition. It consisted (.>f 
th<‘ 'Turkish ,*h*d Division, with ('ight niachine- 
gim eompanit's otlieered and partly manned 
by (h rmans, mountain nrtilha’y, and some bat- 
teric's of 1-ineh and ti-ineb ht>w'itzers and anti- 
aireraft guns, maimed cliiefly by Austrians. 
'Th('rt' was also a body of Arab camelry. Tlu^ 
(Jennan personnel of the rnachine-gun units, 
hc'avy artillery, win'le.ss sections, field hospital 
and supply st'ction had been organized in 
(U'rmany a.s a s]iecial formation for oja^ra- 
t ions with tlie Turkish forces.* Th(' com- 
mander- in-chief was a German (J^avarian), 
(’ol. Kress von Kressenstein, l.)j('mal I^vslnTs 
chief of staff in the 1915 attack on the ("anal. 
Me had gained experi('ii(*e in that e.xpedition, 
and his presi^nt force, if smalh'r, was much 
♦ T/Vf* Sir .'.rch Murray’s di^piitch of Oolohor 1, ItIKJ. 
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more homogeneous and transport arrange- 
ments were infinitely iJettor. At Kl Arish 
ho was not more than 60 miles from the railway 
at Beerslicba or Caza. Supplies of all kinds 


Yet (^ol. Kress von Krossenst(‘in must ha\'<) 
been very sanguine if he tJiought that a force 
of 20,000 men could aclii(‘\’o anything (effect ual 
against the dohuidt'rs of Kgypt. I^robably 



STARTING OUT ON A DESERT JOURNEY. 


were plentiful, and, as indicating tin* thorough- 
ness with which the (iermans liad (endeavoured 
to provide for every contingency, tliey had 
distributed to the transport drivers books in 
Arabic on the care of camels. 


h<‘ did not so think, and the original objcc't. ot 
the advanci^ may liavt^ la^en to block the road 
to a British advance on K1 Arish, and to 
prevent them from denying the I'urks the 
whole of the well-watered J\alia area — tho 
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only district on the northern route across 
Sinai where a considerable force within striking 
distance of the Suez Canal could bo collected. 
Such was Con. Murray’s supp()sition until the 
attack on the Maheindia- Romani linos was 
actually launched. 

Cp to the middle of July thc*ro was no indi- 
cation in Sinai itself af a 'furkish forward 
inoveriumt. Small parties of Turks were 
hov'<a*ing as usual <ai the outskirts of Katia, 
but tlua’o was no considerable body of the enemy 
farth<T west t han Bir el Mazar, miles from 
KatiiV village. 'Fhere the enemy had from 
1,500 to 2,0t)0 trf)nps. Credit must bo givt‘n 
to Kress von Kn‘ssi'nstein for the secrecy with 
whi<*h he colh'ctt^d his army at Kl Arish. The 
tlrst sign of tla^ <!nming movcMoent noted by 
( Jen. Murray was the app»*arance of mimc'rous 
eiK'iny airenift over the Bueidar- Romani 
<listrict- on July 17. ^’et at that date Jvr(\ss v'oii 
Kress(*nstein had hi'gun liis march westward, 
and on •fuly 10 tluj British air scouts r(‘porte«l 
that the Turks had reacla'd Bir (‘1 Ahd, an<l 
that from that place th(‘ir front extende<l 
i«iout.h-w’c*st through Bir .lamicj to Bir el 
Jkiyiid. Along this tine the eruMiiy hatl, it 
was estimated, 0,000 men. Tlu'ir <lisposition 
disclostxl an intiaition of enveloping th(^ 


Katia oasis, w^hich since the reverse to the 
« 

Yeomanry in the previous April had been 
daily patrolled by the British. Cavalry were 
posted in Katia village. Kress von Kressen- 
stein may have wished to repeat the April 
coup, but ho w'as denied the opportunity. 
The British troops fell back towards 
the Maherndia-Rornani lines. Sir Archibald 
Murray sent reinforcements to Romani, and 
instructed Gen. Lawrence that the advance 
of the eiK'my was not to bo hindered by a pro- 
iiiatun? counter-attack. If Kress von Kressen- 
stein chose to involve himself in an attack 
on the British lines he was to bo allow^ed so 
to do. The cavalry therefore contented them- 
selves with keeping in touch with the Turks, 
wliose movements w^crc further closely watched 
by airmen. The enemy swung forward his 
left flank on July 20 from Bir el Bayud to 
Mageibra, and liis front advanced to and 
entrenched itstdf among the date palm groves 
at Ogliratina, tlu‘ spot whore the two squatlrons 
of Worcesters liad been overwhelmed in April. 

For the next few days there w^as no par- 
ticular changes in the situation. Patrol en- 
counters, in which the enemy handled his 
cov(*ring troops well, showed that Kress von 
Kressenstein had madt^ liis ])Osition stmng. On 
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his left flank ^lagoibra, with tho help of 
iiumbors of Iabo\irors bronorht from I Vilest iiie, 
was entrenched with a scries of strong roiloubts 
an<l held by soino .*^,000 troops ; in the eciilre, 
around Oghratina, won^ o,()0() men ; and 
ontronehed positions cov'crod his ri^ht flank. 
Between tho "Purkish })ositioiiS and the main 
position of tlio British there exliaided a tltisc^rt 
strip 15 miles wide. 

Haviim eonsidiu’ed tlio situativ)n. Sir Archi- 
bald Murray determined to atta.ek the enemy. 
But for the moment he could not act . Tho very 
larg(j camel transj^iort needed by a force which 
<*.rossed the 15 mile desert strip to atta-ck a 
strong enemy position was not immediately 
available. Orders wi're, tliercfore, issued for 
the mobilization of a striking force on a pack 
basis with cam(3l transport, and by August 3 all 
formations were ri'ady to take the field. (hui. 
Murray's intention was, unless himself pre- 
viously assailed, to attack the enemy about 
August l.*l, tho date of the full moon. (ilen. 
Lawrence, already in command of this section 
of the Canal zone, was given local command 
of the whole force collected. 

On tho night of Jidy 27-28 the Turks ad- 
vanced their whole line, chiefly on the left 
flank, which swung up in a north-westerly 
direction. The advance the right flank was 
checked by the Canterbury Mounted Rifles, 
who, in a sharp skirmish, accounted for 50 of 
the enemy, while themselves losing only two 
or three men. After this advance another 
pause followed ; the enemy entrenched his 


new line and brought^ up a sti'ady stream of 
reinforcements. By.ruly.'ll all Kress von Kn*s- 
senstein's availabli* t roops seem to have reached 
the front. His force th(‘n numbered some? 
IS, 000 men. Bending the comph'tion of his 
preparations for the oflV^nsiv'e (Jen. IjawnMKJO 
did his best to keep the eiu'my distract(*d. On 
July 28 a mobile, camel (uiluitm (und(*r Lieut . - 
Col. y. Smith, V\C.) was formed, its duty 
being to harry the (‘ueiny’s l(‘ft flank and left 
reixr in the neiglibourlu)od of Magcibra and 
Bir el Bayud ; from tJuly 20 the Boyal 
Flying Corps, which hithtn*to had condiadc'd 
observation only, constantly harassed the 
Turks with bomb attacks; and froi’n July 30 
two monitors in the Bay of 'Pineh began to 
shell the enemy’s right flank. These monitors 
were commanded by Lieut. -( ^undr. A. O. St. 
Jolm, R.N., and (A>mdr. F. Robinson, V.C.,* 
R.N., respectively. On August 2 the ern'iny 
made a strong recf)nnaissance towards Hami- 
sah and Katia village*. They had sharp 
(‘iicounters with the Anzac Mounted Division 
and only made progress on the:? north (right 
flank). On the evening of tliat day Ce;n. 
Murray was still uncertain as to win ‘t her he or 
the enenny we^uld attae;k first, but the matte?r 
was settled on tho morrow when the Turks 
made a general move forwarel. They te)ok up a 
peisitiori ne^rth-west of TTaniisah anel euist e>f 
Katia village, witli their right flank approach- 
ing Jhe Mediterranean. 

* Commander Robinson hod gained tho Victoria Cross 
for distinguishod gallantry at Gallipoli. 
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MAP 1*0 ILIAISrUATK THK KATIA-ROMANl OPERATIONS. 


Ai 111 nii Aip_rii-I .*{ IIm* "l urks 

thuir atla'‘k on tlr* MalxMiKiia. I’ouuuii 
'riiusc^ linu'^ (Mmsistril nl' stron^lN ml hmicIkmI 
posts o\ ( aiidiuti troMi llir sea. and taciiiii 
(‘list Will’d to a point on the ra,st ol s<ind dunr 
:{(M) ft. Iii^li, inimrd Kiitil) (kinnit, lli(‘nro 
cui’viiifj; first sont h\\ iii’d iinaind Kidil) (lannit 
and latrr nort li-u (‘st w ard to ji liill known Jts 
10 1 Mairr. Hcliind the po>iit ion w its a. st at ion on 
tla* now' iMilway from Kantarjt, (*alk‘d Pohi- 
sium. Soutli-wrst <»f tlu' point whore by the 
Katib (hinnit the Ihitish position turni’d south 
was a liiil named l|od cl lOniia. whence t lie 
npproiU'h of the (‘nem\’ from the siadh-east 
(befwi'en Kahii Jind I5ii’ i*l Nuss) lamld be 
obst*rved. Midwa\' bet w (‘(Mi Katil) (hmmt 
i’lid I loti el lOmiJi. w ils ji. hi^h sand duin' called 
Mount Mert'dith, and between M<aint MiM’cdith 
iiiul Kiitib was an ele\ated sti’ctch of bright 
yelloNv sand ealleil W ellington l?idge. West - 
north-west iind two miles smith of IN'Iusiui.i 
station was a third sand dune known as [Mount 
Koyston.* 

Idu' line ot outposts on Hotl eJ lOnn.'i., [Mount 
Meredith and Wellington Kidge was the hist 
|)oint of the Tiiikisii attack, 'riieir design 
Wiis to pr(‘ss back the line, cut the riiilwav to 
Koina>ni and t;d<e the Ih'itish position in the' 
rear. At first tlu' Turks gained groun<l, and 
at middiiy on August 4 the seuitliern hank of 
the llritish wns forced nortli of Mount Koyslon. 
'riu'ii the tielt' turned, ^•ount^‘r-at tacks wen* 

* >ronia [\f»'iiMliil» tijiint'il sifur hieuf.-Col. J. H 

M enstith, c‘i>iieniin'liit^ tlio I Au'-t rnliti!! Light Koive 
Ihigatle ; Mount Hoystoii uftt'r Ih lu. (Jen. .1 . H. Ho\ston, 
t’onauauding ’iiid AuMmlian Ligia Itrigaele^; and 

Wellington Itidgo after tlie Wellingtf'ii (N.Z.) Moniitod 

Kitles. 


uia.de, and by midday on August 5 the wlioh' 
maany for(*e was in ndnait. 

1^'rom Kabil (Jannit to [Mount Meredith tlu' 
Hritish hni* was field liy the h'irst Ihigade 
Australian Light Ilor.se; towards Mount 
Royston X(wv Zealand mounted troops wen* 
posted. in tin* <iarkne.ss of inidniglit thc‘ 
Australians wi'n* attacked by 3,000 Tiuks, who, 
di'spiti' serious lossi's from maeiiino gun fire, 
got withiti 100 yards of tlu* Ih’itish [)o.sts. 
Ih'tween 2.0 and 3.0 a..m. they deliveriMf 
a ba.yoiu’t eliarge against Mount Meredith. 
It failed, but the enemy, reinforced, in- 
c*n‘ast‘d their [iressure, and by 4.20 a.m. 
the Australians had Ix'iai forced fiaek from 
the hill. 

'The 'I'urks now began with strong force’s to 
outflank the cavalry on the right, aiul advanced 
their line* ti>wards [Mejunt Koyston. In face* e>f 
this inoNfme'iit the' e-a\a,lry fe*ll liack sleiw ly 
towards t he' railw a.\'. My elaylight on August 4 
tlu^ battle was gi'iie'ral, fe>r at 5 a.m. tlu* e'lu'my 
had ope'iu'el thei attack on the east face* ejf the' 
Mrifish pe>sition, that is tiio lino of fortifie'd 
weirks running seaith from Mahomdia. 'I'hc’se* 
Weirks we'F’e^ garrisea u'd by Sce^ttish aiUi 

Wk'Ish infantry and by artilU'ry. For several 
hour’s thee fire fr<*m the enemy fiolel guns 

anel heavy Imwit/.eis was intense— one fort 
more e'xpeise'd than the cithers ale^ne re*- 

e'eiveel about 500 8-ineh shells. The enemy 
also pc'r’sistently liomhareleul railht^ad, where 
considerable sii[)plies of ammuiiitioii we're* 

storcil, w'itJiout, howe ver, efTeeting any great 
destruction. Mut in nujre than one instance* 
the* fire of the howitzeir.s caused severe? I'a-sual tie's 
among the defenders, while the task of the* 
BritLsh artillery was reneierod more oiierears 
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by roqiiosts, ns tlie Hny wore on, tliaf (hoy 
should shell the enoniy on the southern front. 
Jlappily this was not iKM*essary until the afti't - 
iiooii, by whieh time (lie of the Turks’ 

attack on tht? eastern front hiid bf^en blunttHl. 
The British batteries did excellent work in 
stopping (he caieiny and in sla'lliiig Iiis position, 
notably redmang to silence the guns at Abu 
Itamra, a strong position about four miles 
east of the Britisli ]im‘s. Xot\\ ithstanding 
tin*. [>unishm<'nt (o whicdi they wt're subject<*d 
the Turks delivered si^v(‘ral assaults, but the 
Territorials acted whh admirable steadini'ss 
anti all the attacks were repelled. '^Fowartls 
tweniiig the enemy lire slackened and then 
died tlown altogetlier, ami on the easitrn 
front tlit^ night passe. 1 calmly. 'Phe guns of 
tho infuiilors in n’ineh J5ay, aidt^d by bomb 
att.acks by tlio Boyal Flying Corps midt'r 
J.,ieut.-(*oI. P. Jk Jt)uber(, had rentk'itMl 
valuable help tluring the engag(*m(‘nt in 
keeping down the (ire t)f the <ai(*iny how it /-(*rs.* 
Fr<an first to last the situation on the eastern 
front gave very littk^ aiixicdy to Cen. 
Lawn ‘lice 

On tho soutliern front tli<* d’urks gained 
ground som(‘what rapidly, and as d(‘!a.;S' oeiMirn'd 

* thi'< poriml ( li(« <Mi<Mny aircralt .n-l u 

t heir iinl i‘aiu*rah liiv' \cry jM-ctiratc. HritiJi airmiMi 
vv«'n* also jr«‘(jur*nt ly enemy niaeliinex ot 

superior power. 


in moving up infantry to Pehisium Station the 
whole brunt of Ma* lighting on this side fell on 
the eav^alry. Tin* First, Australian Taght 
Ht>rse, reinforced at daylight, by the Se(‘ond 
Brigade, held on to Wellington Hidg(» for sona* 
hours under heavy a.rtillery a.nd infa.nfry lire. 
‘‘ r saw,” wrote* Mr. W. 'P. Massew. the eorre- 
spondentof thePritisli Pre'ss with theFgy|)tian 
Forces, “the Liglit Horse t)n Wellington 
Kidge when shrapned was bursting ove*r tliem 
with w’f>nd('rful ae*e‘uracy, but. the* Australians 
ne‘ver show’e'd the slighte'st sign e>f move'menf- 
until tlie* enemy atte*mpt(‘d a rush,” the^ 
'Purks sliouting a. new hat tie* e*rv, “Allah 
finish Australia." 

But tlie* 'Purk.s ha.el sc'ize'd Me>unt Koystein, 
a.nd a re'trt'a.t, from Wedlington ftielge* aiiel 
positieins fart h(‘r e*a.st wa.s imperative. At one' 
peiiiit eme sqiiadrein eif ca\tilry lead he'ld e)ff 
he‘avy attacks fe)r thre'e* hours. At J2.‘k) 
August 1, the Turks re*aeheHl their farlhe'st 
peiinl neirtli, he*ing within a. inile^ and a half of 
the* railway. 'Phe-ir line* ran north e)f Ke)yston, 
alemg th(* south slopes eif Wellington Kidge. and 
the‘n <*ast and north facing tlie* most se)\itlieni 
British infantry pe.>sts. ddie* situation e’nlled f('>r 
preanpt me*asure‘s, anel tfa'se* were taken. (k*n. 
Lawr(*ne(‘ hael dir('<*t('d twei mounted hriga-dos 
lei he' ri'ady te) openite* ein the* e*n(*my’s re*ar, l)iit 
he* ne>w' eall(*el upon the*m te) strengthen th'* line^ 
he)]ding hack the Turks from the railway. On 
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thnir arrival a counter-attack was l>egim. 
Yeomanry and New Zealanders being the first 
to adv-^ance. This was at 1 p.in. ; an liour or so 
latf^r the longed-for infantry reinforcements 
arriv^ed. These were two brigades of the Kast 
Lancashir(‘ R(‘giment (Territorials), under Maj.- 
(hn. Sir William Douglas. ♦ They detrained at 
Pelusium Station, and by 3.30 p.iii. were on the 
way to Mount Koyston, marching across the 
dunes through sand ankle deep an<l under a 
blazing sun most trying U> infantry ; tlie 
thermometer tliat afhTiioon n'gistc^red over 
100^^ F. “ A little laler,” wrote Mr. Massey, 
“ I saw Warwickshire* and (lloueeslershire 
Y(‘f)manry marching over flatter country with 
flankers advancf'd and s<(uadrons as well 
aligned as on parad<».” AlrtMidy tlu^ cavalry had 
b(*gun to throw back flu* (memy ; at 4 p.m. 
the infantry alsj) re(;eiv'('d ordcTs to attack 
Mount Royston and Wellington Ridge*. TIu* 
Yeomanry dismountt^d and fought tiu'ir way 
h)rward in company with the Fast- Laneashires, 
veeterans of (ilallipoli, who advanc<Ml witli easy 
eonfid(*n<je. The on<*my was, }iow<*v*er, still full 
of fight, and though I lu^y suffen'd severely from 
macthirn^ g'*i^ and rifle fire the Turks lu4d on till 
<1.30, when Mount Royston was reenptured by 

* A tliird hrigado of tho Kast J.afifashirt's arriv(*<l lat<‘r 
ill tlie iitternooii, hut diet noi, lake part in thofigliting on 
August, 4. 


a fine charge in which the Lancashire Terri- 
torials showed the utmost gallantry. Over 500 
prisoners (some of them Germans) were taken, 
besides machine guns and a battery of mountain 
artillery. Wellington Ridge was taken by 
assault at daylight on August 5 by Scottish 
Territorial infantry under Maj.-Oen, W. R. 
Smith aided by Anzac troo]>s. With the ridge 
1,500 prisoners (including more Germans) fell 
into the hands of the victor.* 

The enemy’s offensive was clearly spent, and 
an advance w as ordered all along the line, Jn 
this advance the infantry took jjart, Scottish 
troops carrying the strong position of Abu 
Ifamra, but the burden of the pursuit h*ll 
naturally upon the cavalry. These (including 
the Gloucester and Warwick Yeomanry) were 
all placed under Gen. Chauvel, the eonmiandcr 
of the Anzac Mounted Brigade. With the 
cavalry w(*ro batteries of horse artillery (T.F.),. 
whose fine work won the admiration of the 
w hok* force. TJie Turks manned their Katia 
lines w ith a strong rc'argiiard, which held up tlie 
fiiirsiiit w4iilst the rest of the force retired, and 
this process was repeated at the Oghratina 

* 'J'hc (iiTiaaii clotaclnncnts of the oiicmy force had 
a separate <;oirimis.'^arial ami were ^plondidly fed, 
iniH'h boiler than the 'rnrkish troops. Among the 
good tilings loft Ixdiind by tho Gormans in their retreat 
noro a quantity cif wine and preserved. fruits. 
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lines on August 7. On that day Col. Smith’s 
mobile cohunn, operating in the desert south 
of the main body of mounted troops, caught up 
the enemy’s extreme right flank at Hod el 
Muhammar and sev^crely mauled it. The 
British casualties were slight, but among tlie 
killed was Major de Knoop, who hail liandled 
the camel detachment with great skill and 
judgment. Their experience liere was j)rohably 
an important factor in determining the caiemy 
to continue the retreat. On August S Kress von 
Kressenstein evacuated the strong lines at 
Oghratina and fell back on J3ir el Abel. Ifere 
(Ion. ChauvcM’s <*avalry, reinforet'd, made an 
effort to envelop tlie Turks, wlio were (kO(M) 
strong and well su[)f)Ued with artilkay. TLe 
effort failed. Strong opposit ion w as eneounleri'd 
i»n each wing, and a dismount rd attack w as met 
by heavy from thii Turkisli howitzi'rs. T1 e 
enemy made three counti'r attacks, a.ll of which 
wwo driven back by rifle and macdiiiu* gun fir<‘, 
followed up by what a])peared to hi' a general 
advances by fresh forces. 'this attack was 
eventually also driven back, with heavy loss, 
wliilo the artillery wore firing on tlie enemy 
depots at a range of only 2,00(1 yards. TIh' 
situation sliglitly favoured th(5 Turks. On 
August 11 thi^y jHished out a force soiith-w'(‘st 
tow'ard Bayud. There it met Co], Smith's 
mobile column, and a sliarp action followed in 
which all the baggage camels and ammunition 
mules of the enemy were destroyed. Ool. Kress 
von Fvressenstein, if he had (contemplated 
holding on to 13ir el Abd, now^ changed his 
mind ; on the night of August 11 his force or 
what w^as left of it retired east and did not 
stop until it readied Kl Arish. A rearguard only 
was left at Bir el Mazar. 

The “ second invasion of Kgypt ” liad ])roved 
a complete fiasco, galling alike to the (Germans 
and to the Turks. It also clearly demonstrated 
the wisdom of den. IVIiuTay’s ]dan of the 
“ offensive -defence ” — that the true line for 
the defence of the Suez Canal was not on its 
banks but away to the east . 

The complete result of the operations in the Kaiia 
district (wrote Sir A. Murray iti his dispatch of Octo- 
ber ], 19] 6) was the <lef*isive defeat of an enemy t\>rre 
amounting in all to some J 8,000, ineliiding 1.'»,000 rilles. 
Some 4,000 prisoners, inelnding 50 otlieers, weix* captnrejl. 
and, from the ninnher of enemy dead actually buried, it 
is estimated that the total number of enemy casualties 
amounted to about 9,000. Jn addition there were 
raptured one Krupp 75mm. mountain battery of four 
guns complete with all aeeessories and 400 rounds of 
ammunition, nine (lorman machine guns (dated 1915) 
and mountings, with specially constructed pack saddles 
for camel transport, 2,300 rifles, 1,000,000 rounds small 


arms ntninnnition, 100 ht>rses and mnUs, 500 caine’s, 
anti a large amount of miscellaneous stores and equij>- 
ment. 'Pwo field hospitals, with most of their equipment, 
were also abandoned by the enemy in liis retreat, and 
largo quantities of stores were burnt by him at Ilir td Ahd 
to prevent their eaptiire. 

Pursuit of the '^rurk-s after Romani would 
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liave been impossible but for the excellence of 
t he transport arrangmiumts, while detachments 
of the Bikanir (’ainel Corps were invaluable in 
re(!onnaissanc(\s and as esiuirts to small parties. 
As to the transport, arrangiunents Mr. Massi*y 
wrote : 

When oiir troops bei/ini the pursuit they liad to 
move w'cll away from the railway. All the drinking 
water had to be t-arried ti> the men, for nnvny cjf the 
wells on the line of adxanee, though yielding an 
abundant snpfdy, an' biwkish and undrinkable for the 
IJritish lroo|.i.s. 'The foresight of the supply branch 
overc-anu* the <litlienlties. As sonn as the forward move- 
inent began many tlionsaiuls f)f f raiisport <‘a.intds eurryiiig 
water, food, ainmnnition, arul mat ('rial for entronehing 
stretehi'd ovt'i* the desi'rt likc^ v«'ins in all din'ct ions. 
K(ir tlin'e days and nights, as far as th(j eye could reach, 
thi'ni was a never-tniding prnec'ssion of this transport. 
Nil (dlier animals than eanads ('onld ejirry loads in the 
Sinai des(»rt. 

(k>l. Kress von Krcssiuistein, finding that the 
British advance was stayed at Bir el Abd, 
strengthened his force at Bir el Mazar, where 
the Turkish lines liad a front of three or four 
miles. The en<Mny wert^ wt'll entrenehod and 
had the su])port of fi(^ld guns and howitzers. 

• On September 10 and 17 (don. Chauvel, starting 
from Bir el Abd, with Australian Light Horse, 
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Imperial C^ainol Corps, U.H.A. hattories and a 
tnountain hattory, reconnoitrod Bir ol Mazar, 
receiving )ielp from ilu' Hoyal I’^lying Corfis, 
while naval seaplani's engaged tlie enemy 
aircraft at Bl Arish. No attempt was made to 
seize Mazar, hut tlie Turks' oiitptists were 


driven in and serious losses were inflicted l:)y 
Cliauvel’s artillery, which partly enfiladed some 
enemy trenches. The aircraft followed and 
bombed several parties of the enemv, who fled 
back to El Arish, among them being German 
otfic€»rs. The success of this operation gave the 
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onemy an unexpocted proof of the extended 
radius of British action, with the result that a 
ft‘\v days later Mir el Ma/ar was evacuated. 
The Turkish advanced positions were drawn in 
to Masaid, only five miles west of El Arisli. 

den. Murray was now free to develop his 
plans for cl<*ariim the northern part of tlie Sinai 
]jeriinsula of the enemy. The railway was 
pudied on from Romani through Katia to 
Bir t*l Ab^ and hf^yond ; its rate of progr(‘Ss was 
two-thirds of a mile a day. A force was also 
organized to striker a blow at El Arish as soon 
iM die transfiort arrangements permitted. 
During this piniod of preparation the airmen of 
botli sides wore busy. Tho new Turkish camp 
at Masaid was repeatedly bombed, and El Arish 
received the usual at<enti{)ns. In mid-Novem- 
])( r a long-distan(;e raid was made on Beershel>:v, 
bombs being dropjx'd on the railway station, 
sidings and rolling stock. Ill tlu^ same iiioiith 
l‘]l Audja and Kossaima, on the Turks’ line (»i 
eommuuieatioiis to Nakhl, were also bombed. 
TIk' most notable achievement of the enemy 
was a retaliatory raid on (’airo, following th(‘ 
hombing of Jieershoba. 'riiis raid was of the 
approved (Borman typo of “ fright fulness,” for 
no attack was made on the citadel or barracks. 
Instead an a.tM’oplane, flying very liigh, drojipinl 
bombs on the business and resident ial ipiarters 
of tho city, killing and wounding a number of 
civilians. 

Ill the central a.iid southern seetions of tin* 
Sinai peninsula sc'veral inten'sting ojicrations 
were carried out in tin* last half of H)l(). From 
th'c strongly fortified /lositioii at Ain Musa, 
which guarded Suez town, patrols wen* s(*nt 
out. Farther south, on the Siimitii^ sidc^ of the 
(lulf of Suez, tlie small ports of Abu Zeneima 
and Tor were garrisoned by Sikhs and 
Bikanir Camel Corps detaelinu'nts. A iiotabh* 
reconnaissaiK'e was made from those stations 
in July by Major W. J. Ottley (who had already 
served with distinction at Aden). He harri(*d 
several enemy posts, captured an Arab slu'ikh 
and other prisoner’s, and brought in much live 
stock. In throe days he had t rav(*rsed tiO miles 
of ditlicult mountain count ry and his casualties 
were nil. In the tableland area a well-planned 
raid was made by Brig.-Cen. A. ^Mudge in 
September against I3ir el Tawal, on the Pilgrims’ 
Road to Mecca and 30 miles east of Kubri on 
tlie Suez Canal. The Turks, coinfiletely sur- 
prised, took to flight, after a short engageimrit, 
leaving behind all their stores and personal 
effects. The wells were destroyed, and such 


stores as could not be brought away burned. 
In October a recoiinaissanco was made to 
.Magliara, a mouiitniri stronghold, on tlu.* 
southern edge of the Jifar desert, about 65 mile s 
(Mist of Tsmailia. Making t wo niglit marches over 
the drift .sand a mouiiti'd force discov(*red th(' 
(‘ii(*my's outposts entrenehed among liigh, 
lu-ecipitous hills. After a light lasting two hours 
th(* British troops, aided by aeroplanes, dis- 
lodged the Turks, whose euisualties wen* 28 
against 3. The position of tlie main enemy 
camp at. Maghara was noted, and iii mitl- 
Novcanhi*!’ it was visitt'd hy the Royal Flying 
Corps. Descending to a. very low altitude, tho 
airm(*ii droppt'd 4b(l Ihs. of explosives on the 
camj) and storehouses with good results. 'Fhesi^ 
little affairs called for as much, and stnnetimes 
more, (‘iiduraiiei* on the ])a.rt of th<^ troops as 
did t.h(i larg(*r oj>»*rations. and they serv«‘d a 
V(*ry us(*ful purpose. They di*inonst rated to tla^ 
Turks (hat, ajiart from their main lint* of 
advance on El Arish, tlu* Rritish witc witliin 
striking distanei* of every place within 66 or 
70 miles of tlu* Canal. 

.\nxioty also began to felt by tlie en(‘my 
it*gardiug his position in ( (‘iitral and eastt‘ni 
Sinai. Communieatitai betwt'cn Beersheba and 
Nakhl, the chief Turkish post in the tableland, 
was ihiunitemxl by CeiuTal Murray’s advance, 
and the lino of retreat towards tlie south-east, 
began to appear not over sah'. Nakhl lies on 
the Pilgrims’ Road from Egypt, to Mecca, a 
n)ad which at Akaha t()uclu\s tlici sea. Ineon- 
vonient attentions were paid to Akalm by sliips 
of the Britislj Navy, and the forts wer»^ oeca- 
siorially sh(*lled. Though no expedition was 
undertaken in 1016 against Nakhl its position 
was t hreat (‘fled, and in Di^eernbor a mobile 
eojiimii advanced mon* than halfway from 
Suez to that place, d(*st.roying two (;n(.*my 
camps. 

By tho middle of D(.‘C(.‘mb(‘r thxu'ral Mur- 
ray's plans for the adva.nc(‘ on El Arish witc 
comjiletiM 'Hk* striking forcr* was composed of 
practically tlu* sanu* regiments whieh had 
fought at Romani the Anzae Moimted 
Division, Yeomanry, Tt'rritorial infantry and 
artilh'ry, and the Imperial (’anu*! Corps. 
Starling from Bir (*1 Abd on the morning of 
Decernlier 20, the British force took the road 
(o El Arish. expecting to find opfujsition at 
Masaid, vvliieh was known to ho strongly 
fortified. Numerous airmen escortc'd tlie 
column, and kept off the attentions of enemy 
machines. Otherwise the Turks made no sign. 
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It would seem that tlie suddennc^fts of the British 
advance and the rapidity with which it w’hs 
carried out had upset Kress von Ivressenstein’s 
caleiilalions. There was no tinier for him to 
bring up reinforoeinonts, and he <!onse({uently 
deeidod to abandon K1 Arish. On j*efrei[>t of the 
news that the Turks were beginning to leave 
the town (general Murray ordc*rc»<l tin* Anzae 
Mountc^d J>ivision and the C’aincd (J(jrps to push 
on at once and «)ccupy Arish. Tliey liad 
been marching all day, hut before midnight 
wcr<^ again on the mov<% ov'er a toilsome an<l 
wattTless rewul. I hissing d(‘sc*rted .\rasaid, 
horsemen and eaiiujlry arrived at KI Arisii as 
dawn was lire-aking. A h^w ])risnners were 
taken, })ut otherwises the enemy liad got 
clear aw'ay. Sonni had retreated along the 
coast to Kafa, just within the* Kgy])lian border, 
others had gom? south by the dry l)ed of tlie 
Wadi f*l Arish to Magdhaba, where they 
beliiwed thems<^lv(*s safe* from immediate 
pursuit. They had und<*restimated the powers 
of endurance of tlu'ir ojiponents. The Anzac 
Mounted I>ivision (with their accompanying 
'i'erritorial artillery) and the Imperial (Uimel 
Corps had only reacla'd Ml Arish on I>t*cem- 
ber 21 ; throe liours aft(*r suns(*t on 1 )ec(*m})or 22 
th(»y were assembl(*d south of the town by (Jen. 


Chauvel, where the troops were rationed and 
the horses fed and watered preparatory to 
another night inarch. Gen. Murray had 
decided to strike at Magdhaba without delay. 
At 1 a.in. on December 23 the colunui started 
up the Wadi el Arish, and by 4.50 a.ni. had 
reached Magdhaba, the second 25 miles night 
march acconi|)lished by the same troops in 
thret' days. The fight opened at 9 a.m., the 
enemy yiosition being strongly entrenched, 
anti containing five redoubts armed with 
Krupp and inountain guns. The defenders, 
many of whom were Syrians, offered a deter- 
mined resistance, and the fight hwted eight hours. 
At 4 p.in. the defence collapsed. A few of 
the enemy got away towards Audja, but 
jiractically the wliolo garrison was captured or 
killed. Of a force 1,900 to 2,000 strong, 1,350, 
inehaling 45 oflicers, were made jirisoners. 
l'lu‘re were also taken 4 mountain and 3 
Krupp guns, a large number of rifles, 100,000 
rounds of small arms ammunition, and some 
gun ammunition, besides horses and camels 
aiifl telephone and other equipment. Col. 
Kress von Kressenstt'in was reported to have 
be<*n in Magdhaba on the 22nd, and to have 
l<*ft in his motor-car at 3 a.m. on the 23rd for 
B('(*rsheba. 
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MOUNTED AMBULANCE-MENS IMPROVISED STRETCHER, 
In which a rifle is used as 


This brilliant exploit was followed np on 
January 9, 1917, by the capture of Rafa. The 
AnzacMount(*d Diviision and the rinperiaK^ainel 
(.\>rps stormed tlio enemy position covering 
that place and defeated a column mareliing to 
its relief. Tlio enemy casualties \ver(^ over 
2,200, of w'hom 1,000 \V(*re unw'ounded prisoners 
— Turkish regulars. 'Hie title of the' Suez 
Canal Defence Force had Ijecome a misnomer, 
the “ offensive -defence ” }iad become a true 
offensive; in northern Sinai thei'e was not a 
Turk left. 

During 1910 the internal situation in Kgj^fit 
steadily improv’cd. This w^as due not only to 
the success of the British tnx^ps in Sinai, but 
also to tlu> defeat of the Senussit(\s and 
their gradual ejectment from the oases west of 
the Nile, and to the achievements of the 
Egyptiaji Army in tlie Sudan. In the Darfur 
camj>aign, except for the air service*, KgyiJian 
troops were exclusiv^^ly euiployed. An account 
of the political situation in Darfur and of Col. 
Kelly’s capture of K1 Fasher in May, 1910, is 
given in Vol. IX.,(Jhap. CXLV. The campaign 
w’as notable for the way in which great natural 
obstacles were overcome. 

Unusual measures had to be adopted to transport «. 
force of 3,000 men to the desert battleground. The 


an extemporized splint. 

base at Khartum is TiOO miles by rail from the nearest 
seafiort, Uhmico to railhead is another 428 miles, ami 
from this point the expeditionary foree, with its stores, 
^uns, aeroplanes, and other bulky e({iiij>m(*nt, bail to 
pro<*eetl aeross a ilesolate tract of nuulless eountry for 
nearly 400 mill's and there oeeupy the .strongliold of an 
enemy rniTneri(*aIly superior and arnuMl with modern 
rifles. '!’<) fai'ilitate the task a makeshift motor-rmwl 
wa-s prepared, o\’er wliieh aeroplaiavs with their repair 
slumps were taken, as well as tlio other supplies of the 
foret*. Wlioii this motor-road was ready the earnol 
transport was suppleint'nted liy «>■ nic*ehanieal transport 
service, by \vhieh ini*ans the rapid convoy of s4ipj)lies, 
on which (lejienileil the safety of the foree, was ensnn'd. 

There wn.s but nue rliawback to tin* eoinpleto 
sucees.s of (\)1. Kelly’.s operations ; Sultan AH 
Dinar inadtj Ids eseaja*. ^riie iuhabitauts of 
Darfur, Arabs and ra^groes alik<^ in general w^el- 
comed their liberation from the tyranny of their 
late ruler, but on the w’e.sterii border of thw stato 
Ali Dinar still hatl a small following JTi.s 
presemeo close to the frontier of Fn*nch (.Central 
Africa eonstitutetl a menace to sedtled govorn- 
Tiient which could not be allowed to (ujiitimio 
indefinitely, and to check Ali Dinar’s movo- 
inents the po.st of Dihis, 118 miles .soutli -west of 
FI Fasher, was, in October, 1916, occupied by a 
flotachment of the Kgyjjtian Anuy 300 strong. 
Date in that month a column set out in chase 
of Ali Dinar. It was a difficult march over 
<les©rt country, an<l wdien on November 3 tho 
enem*'^ camp was rone hod it was found that 
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Ali Dinar liarl flod still farther wrst. 'J’lm 
pursuit was continued for anotlior 75 niilrs, 
ind on Xov. Ali Dinar was overtakiai 
and his fcillowea's routed. dda' }>ody of Ali 
Dinar, with f hos^* ft( some of }iis pzincipal 
adhtu‘(‘nl.s, \v as fouiat al)out a niil<Dr(»ni his last 
camp. Mo Icid a^^aiu atti-mptr*<l fli^»ht, hut nn- 
availin^ly. The Miiyptian for<*o <*apturod 2tM> 
prisoners, rifles, 2,51)0 j-oiiikIs of ammuni- 

tion, i\ oi v', ^rairi, ^oiiic horses, .‘if)0 CiUuels. aiul 
ti,0()0 <*atlle ill short, .Ali Dinar's force? was 
wiped out . 1 5\ Dici -m her all the sons ol t he* late 

Suit an had surrein l(*re.i. tliere wasnot an impoi- 
taut enemy chief left in the field, and although 
in a- few' <listricts hostilits’ to the ({o\ imminent 
was still mariilested, or^'anr/ed resist anc*e in 
Darfur was at an end. 'The State was ineor- 
porated as a. prov ince of t la* Sudan, mue*h to 
the sat i'^faet ion ol t la* iieielihourinj^ h’remdi 
ant horit i»?s, who h id suffcreil from tla* suppoit 
Ali Dinar had j.^iven 1 o t heii oppoia nt s in Wailai. 

Apart from the Darfur eampai;.»:u there wen* 
durin*^ 1014 lOHi opei’ations on a minor seal*? 
in various jiarts of the? Sudan. In tlu'se* ope*ra- 
tions ‘*fh<‘ iwce^ssity for which,'’ wrote Sir 
Ih'^inalel W'in/^ate*. ” has h«*<*u j^enerally <lu<? to 
the nativ’e* unr<‘st conseejiaait on the war aiiel to 
aiit i'( Jove‘rnnH*nt propa^i:anda,” only units of 
the Kj^N'ptia.n Army w (*re e‘mploy<*d. The-? chief 
of these “ lilt le \v ars ” wascause*d l>v tla?disat- 
fee*tion of Kiki Ali, tla* powe*rful .Mek (ehie*f) 
nf .l<?he*l Miri, in the \uha Mountains, against 
whom Majoi M. 5. lluddI<‘ston (Dorset Ih'^t ) 
was dispatela?d in April, 1015, with a foiee 
e'ousistin;^ of 4t» olliceis an>l 1.007 rank and file* 
te*avalry, e*aiue| <*orps aial I’^v-ptian and Sii- 
ilani’se- infant ry ). ( )n April 20-22 INIajor 1 1 udelles- 
te>u attae‘ke*d the? .Me?k in- his strouely fortitii*d 
mountain fastiwss. 'riu'eaiemy w i*re' drive^n out 
of their stronghold, a !ar-vj:<* numhea* of prisoners 
lM‘iu*j: <*aptuie‘d. b'iki .Mi e-seaped, hut, after 
he*in^ huute* i from jilaee to j)ku*e* for se?\'era.l 
months, he was finally eompe*lled to suiT(*iultM . 

'The Sirdar had not oul\' to guard against 
ri'volts w it hill t he* Suvian, hut from (lan^e•rs freau 
without eiue* tt> I'uree » t {e rman activity, ddu? 
sea-tions eef tie- front it‘r Which we‘re specially 
e.xposi'it to raiels ha<l t<» he eeinstantly jiatrolied. 
d'he* patrols gave pr<ee>f on se‘ve‘rai occasions of 
their e‘fhcie'ne*^'. The ardueais ehara<*tt?r of the 
work the*y had to perform may ht* jjr.ithcred 
freau the* feillowing extrae t freau Sir K(*ginald 
\Vingate''s elispatch of Oct. 25, IDlti: 

rhruii}*hi>nt tile vviiitrr of hU t ami eluring 

ll.»* fellow in^ .*<111111111^, a eeinplett* >ystein eif * IuikI 


patrols along the* I‘]a-.tern (Keel Sea) littoral was earrietl 
«>iit by (5ijn *1 Corps and J'oliee^. eviid prove»d very etliea- 
eieiiis ill ])re* venting I ln^* est ablisbmoiit of hostile eoin- 
iniinif-ations with the Arabian e-oast. Great eie*elit 
is line to Major (teinpeu-ary biout .-Col. ) (5 K. Wibon. 
< Jfivernor jirnl Ci^inniandant of IVeaips in the Heel Se-a 
Hroviiwe*. fe»r his exe-ellent orgeui»'z it ion of thevve 
patrols. 

.Siiiiilarly. on the Weste-rn fre)ntie*r, seane (iOO 
iiiile-i of ele-^ert frontier was eibserved by a chain of 
.\rab pii'its, w hif-h slretcheiel fre in w'Cst of Jtalfa, in the 
north, to the S.\\5 liniits of Kin*dofun, and aiTeirdeet a 
niea-iire* of protection alike^ from Furs, Tuareg, anel 
Seiiii>,xi<t raide r-. Jn .Mayla-t a .small re^gnlar moniite-d 
force wa-. nl.-.o eli- pat e-hesl to J^ongola. whilst the* Dongebi 
and Halhi-She-llal re‘ac-hes of the? river were patrolled 
by giinhoats, the? former manne'd by Egyptian Army 
\rt ille'rvnn*n, anel t h.e< latter by a d(*t a.elinie?n t from tl O 
K lyeil Xavy. 

W hile*, h.as he?eui seen, there wuis disaffection 
— 1 lu? result, of (Je rman propagaiirla — in certain 
parts of till*. Siidau tlie great majority of the 
pe-eiplc ('f that v’ust eluiuinioM remained per- 
fe*e tly^ leiyal. Wdieii, in April, 19 Hi, the IVince 
of Wales paifi an ollicial visit to Khartum he 
re*ce-i\'(*tl imiuist akahk- evudenct* of (he attacli- 
ua*ut of the? principal iiativa? notahlos, civil and 
loligious, to the British coma?xion. JMauy of 
them ha«l already gi\(*n practical proof of their 
exprcsscMl d<*siri‘ (o uphold the Sudan adminis- 
tration, and of t}i(*ir confitlericu in Sir Reginald 
Wingate*, d'owards the? eiiel of 19 Mi it was 
aiuie>unct*il that Sir Bcginald would at the* New 
X'e-ar sue-e(*(-»l Sir Henry AIcMahon as High 
( ’e)iumissieme‘r fea* h^gypt, 'I’his announcement 
was rc(*(*i\v‘tl with gcuiuine rcgix't by tlu* inluihi 
lants of the Sudan, hut it was arranged that Sir 
Ke*ginald W'ing.ite, who Juul already ruleel the 
t?ouut ry wit h conspicuous ability feir 17 years, 
sheiuld remain heith Sirelar and (lovcrnor- 
( le'iie ral, hewing repre.M?nte*l wlic?ii at Cairo by 
an a.i*ting ( Jove'rimr at Khartum. 

Ill (he*ir attacks on the Aden ProtectoraU*, 
w’hicli is politi<?Jilly a tlcpendency 'of Bombay, 
tlu* Turks .dirccti*d their e?ncrgies first to that 
part of (lie* ti?rritory bordering the eastern 
«*nt ranee to tlu? Red S(*a. 'Idie town of Aden 
lies on t lu> sout hern roast of Arabia, 100 miles 
<*ast e.)f the Red Sea, and its value a port of 
<*all on the Suez Canal route to and from India 
needs no (*mphasis. ddie protectorate covers 
a very wide area ; indeed, the chiefs of .Hadra- 
inut and of the w’hok* coast of southern Arabia 
are in subordinate tri*aty relations with the 
Coveriiment of India, in the north-west the 
protectorate adjoins the Turkish province of 
Vt*men ; the frontier between British and 
Turkish territory had been delimitated as recently 
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A STREET IN ADEN. 


.Hs l!U)2-.j. T'li<! I'rontiiT at. Slu'ikli Said. 

[xMiiusula vvliicli ciividt's tim St‘ji i’roiii 

the (Julf of AcUm, rmniinij; in a <j;(*nLia1 

iiortli-oast- (Hrootnin. Savo for part of its 
southern boaeh, Sh(*ikh Said was left in Tuiki'-Ii 
territory. Only tu'o miles from tiu*. Arat>ian 
short', in the Straits of Hah-elAlandt'b, lie.- Ilii* 
Ih-itish island of Perim, largely used by mi‘r- 
<;hant vessels as a coaling station, (bins 
mountcfl at Sheikh Sai<l n ight bo thtaeforo a 
direct incnacti to all users of tht' Red Sea. "Fht; 
Turks had in fact several batteries in position. 


anti witli these t he\’ shelled, ilietteet i Vt'ly, 
Perim lighthouse itricl eoa.Iing station. .More- 
ovt'r, the t*nemy plans inehidt'd the (tnfiture «)!' 
Perim lsla.nd. Tlie projt'et. in vit'w f>f llritish 
naval siiprt‘ma.ey, may st'eih t«) havt* Ix'en 
toolish, biiti t‘v<‘n t t‘m[)ora.ry siieeess would ha\ e 
eaust'd serious ineonvcaiienet*. 

On tlui tintlireak of war witli Turkt'y reports 
from th(? lh\sid<‘nt of Aden indicatt'd tha.t the 
ent'iny wt're in somt* strt'iigth in tlie Sheikh Sa'd 
pt^ninsula and were preparing a force to invade 
the Aden Protectorate. Accordingly, on Nov- 
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frnbt'i* I1U4, <inl<Ts urn* is.siK'H to I Jen. 

H . V. (^)X, t hr 21>t h I ndiaii Infant lu 

Mri^a<lr, tlirn on thr voya.^r t<» l^ji\|)t, lt> 

rapt lift* Slirikh Said and drsti*<»\ the* c‘nrni\' 
works, »irmHm(*nts and urils tlaTr. 'I o ^ ariy 
out- liis ord(*rs ( Jrn. ( 'ox <lrtailrd t lin*r hat talions 
from Ills hi’i^adr an<l thr 2i{rd SiUh l*ionr(‘rs. 
Xaval roopri-a.t i( ai was rssrnt la I, a.nd tliis \\a> 
alTordrd by tlii' rrinVia* Dukr of lOdiidair^h. 
('apt. 11. liliirkrlt. K.N. ( )n XoxiMuhrr Ht 
thr transports ronvrxin^ thr troops arrixiMl olT 
Slu'ikh Said, hut had u ratlin* rrndrrrtl ini- 
possihlr a landing' at thr point first srU^rtrd. 
W'liilr thr iransjiorts iimsc'd off 1<» an altrrna- 
tivo lyiindinjnr ^)lar(\ llu' 'rurkish halK^rii s ui*rr 
rnj^a^rd hy thr l)ukr of b]dinhui*<j:h, u it h 
•satisfactory results, (’ovrri'd h\ th<* tin' of 
thr riavail a landing was i‘rfrrt<‘d. After 

a sharp rnpi^^rmrnl thr 'Turks uri*i* hrattai 
and driven inland, ahatulonin^ their field ^uns. 
'The nc'xt (lay, a-idrd hy a naval demolition 
party, t lit' troops drstroy('d Kort 'Tuihah and 
otlu'r works, rr-rmharkrd ami rontinut*<l ila* 
voya^i' to Kgypt. No troops u<‘i*r left a.( 
Shi'ikh Said, with thr natural result that not 
lonj^ ai^jC'rwards it-f was rrorrupird liy tlii' 
'.Turks. Ihit the IhitisTi na\al foi*rrs in thr Kt'd 
Sea krj)t it undt'r sur\ ('illaurt', and the enemy 
arromplisht'd nothing. 'TIk' only notruorthy 
in<*id('nt was a hrlatrd and not \‘ri‘y srriou.s 
attt'inpt to S(‘i/.t‘ IN'iim. On thr ni^ht of ,hiiu* 
1^-15, Itllo, a. party of 'Turkish soldii'is stole 
avro.ss in small dhous from Sla'ikh Said and 
t ril'd ti» lauvl on the north si.lr of tie' isknid. 
'The party wi'ir drixt'u olY hy thr ditaeh- 
nu'id of thr 2.‘Jrd Sikh Pioneers, which, uudt*r 
('ommaud of ('apt. .\. (h (*. Hutrhinsou, 
formed thr )ifai*rison of tlu' iNlatid. 

'This ‘‘attai'k" on Tt'i'ini I'oineidrd with 
enemy ai'tivity in other part|^ of tlu* Aden 


PROTHCTOKA TH. 

Proti'ctorati'. Kor sonu* months tlu* 'Turks 
had mass(‘d troojis on the nortliern frontier, 
and in ,Iune Major-({rn. I). (1. L. Shaw, com- 
manding thr Adt'ii Jirigade, learned definitt'ly 
that AN Said Pasha, gov('rnor of Vrnu'n, with 
part of tlu' .‘tilth 'I’urkish Dixision, had rnlt'red 
tlu* protect orat(‘. ( k'li. Shaw had no anxiety 
as to t lu' saf(‘t \' of tlu* port of Aden. It is 
built on a barren \()leani<* p('ninsula (l.“) sipiare 
mill's in extent) ronnrrti'd with tiu' mainland 
by a- flat narrow nr(*k of sa.ndy ground and is 
strongly fortified. No hind forre*, howc'Vf'i* 
strong, if su|)plird uith no other artilh'ry Uian 
ordinary field guns could hope to capture 
Aden peninsula. I>ul uith ri'spc'ct to the 
h inlvrhtiid thr ea-si* was ditYerent ; its defc'nct* 
could onl\ he by an oflensivi' inovc'inent, and 
for an offensive' campaign no forc(' was available. 
"The plan adopted was to a-ha-ndon to flu* 'Turks 
tlu* greater ])art of the protect oratt*, while 
I'lideavouring to k('e[> tlu*m from the lU'igh- 
hourhood of Adi'ii and to prevc'nt I'lieiny iidt'r- 
ferrnc't' with tlu* trade* rouli* from the ea.st to 
tlu* port. Some 2.'5 miles north of Adtai and 
at the foot of the high harri'n mountains wJiic*h 
fill the north-west part* of the protectorate 
Lahej, the capital' of an Arab state, whose 
territory included Aden until, in 18‘U), in 
conse(|uence of numerous outrages on ships 
using the port, it was annexed by (Ireat 
Britain, being tlu* first addition to the Kni])ir( 
in the reign of C^ue(*n X'ictoria. Bt'tween 
Aden peninsula and Lalu'j the road pas.s('s 
through a level arid country, partly scrub 
cov(*red, partly sand, partly bn.ro rock. 'The 
village and oasis of Slu'ikTi Othman, whence 
Aden derives part of its water supply, lies on 
the routi*. 7 miles north of Aden. 

Ali Said Pasha inovetl his troo])s from the 
Yemen border across the mountains towards 
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Lahoj. (ienoral Sliaw at first Aden 

f^a!n(d Truoj) north of lailiaj to iv(*onnoitra. 
Tlay reported the ])res(‘nc(' of a Tiirlvish fort-e 
witli field guns and a larg<' ninnhi'r of Artd)s, 
and tell haek on Lah(\j. Meantime, on duly d, 
tla* Ad(‘n Moveable ('oluinn, under Lieut. -Col. 
H. K. A. Pc'arson, had mo\'e<l out to Sh«*ikh 
Othnain, and early tla' fnllt>\\ing inm'fung tin' 
atlvanee was eontinued to Lahej. Tla* int(‘nse 
heat, sfind, and shortage of wa.t(*r rendered the 
mareh most trying, a.nd tin* diflieult ies of the 
eohiinn \\(‘ie inert'a.sinl by th(‘ <les(*rtion of tlu‘ 
hir<'d eamehnen, with their eanuds. Cnly the 
aiivaneed guard of the eohiinn 2.-)0 I’ifies with 
twi> l()-[)ounder guns had reached I^ahej by 
the afternoon, and shortly a.ft<'rwa.rds th<‘\ and 
the (-anad Troop were atta.ekf'd by tlu‘ enem\' 
-Turks and A rat >s several thousa.nd sln»ng, 
with 2(1 guns. 1die small liritish fore<‘ main- 
ta.iiK^d its position in liu*e of tlu' eiUMiiy's 
artillery tire until night, when part of l^ahej 
was in flames. During tla* night som<‘ hand- 
to-hand fighting took pla'*<\ Among the 
slain on the Dritish si<I(r was Sir Ahmad-liin- 
h^idthl, K.(M.K., tJu' Sultan of I..aliej, a, loyal 
feudatory, who had Ixen a, proiniFieiif figure 
at the great Imperial *l)urbai* li(‘ld at l)<‘lhi 
by King ( Jeorge \\ Th** eiuany attack''- 
w(*r(* beaten off, but t h<‘ d'urks Ix'gan to d<‘- 
velop an outflanking mo\cment. In \ iew of 
flu* delay v\ hi(*h had oeeurre<l to and the <lis 
tressc'd eondition of tlic' main eolunm, a retreat 
from Lahej was ordei'ed. This was eairie<l 
out in the morning of duly 5, (haieral Shaw 
pa.\ing a. special ti'ibute to the “diwntion t(» 
duly ” of the men of th<' H<»ya! Artillery, who 
bivaight a.wa.y their guns und<'r the most 


trying conditions. The whole force retireil 
within the Aden lines, and the Turks there- 
upon occupied Sheikh Othman. ddu\y did not 
attt'm[)t an attack upon Aden. 

rht' optM'atious had bc'eai baelly Fuanagc'd, 
a?ul t h(^ retread- to Aeleai, ceaipU'd with the* 
ele'ath e>! f hi^ Sultan eif Laht'j gre'atly weakened 
Hritish prestige among tln^ Aiali tribes frean 
lladrainut fe> Muse*at. The* Indian (len-e*rn- 
me*nt , w hie'ii shoiilel ne)t ha\e* w'ait*el until t he^ 
I ui*ks we‘re^ at the gates of .Aele*n t<i take* 
me*asure*s aeh*e]uate^ for the* elcfe'iiea* of the* 
pre»te*e*toi*ate', now' si't abe>ut st re*ngt healing 
the; te>re*<* thi'i'e*, and appointe*d Major-Cen. 
Sir ( Je‘e>rge* d . ^'ounghusbanel to t he^ c'ommand . 
Oil .Inly 8 ( Ji'ii. Sir Al(^\. Wdlsein re'ceivi el 
orelers that from t lie^ Sue'/, (’anal De'feaiee* 
Ke)r<*e‘ tw») batle*rie*s e)f artillery and e>ne't 
iniantrv brig;aele' we're'! “ tei pre)e-ee‘el iirgi utly” 
te> Aeli'u. Ace*e>relingly “B" Battery, ILA.(’., 
t he* Berkshire* Batte rx ILH.A. (d’errit eaials), aiiel 
the? 2St h Bi'igeiili' (."ilst anel ddrel Sikhs, dfit h 
Bifle's anel (i2nel Punjabis) we*re' elispat e*he‘e| 
trean Sue*/. ()the‘r tre)eips e lispat e‘he‘ei tei Aele'ii 
ine'luile'd the* Seaith W'ale’s I5eu*e|e*i*e‘is (lh’e*ck- 
ime-kshire* Bjitt., T.K.), the (K)th anel Shtli 
Punjaliis, the' inhtli Infantry (Inelian Army), 
the* 1 2()l h Balue'histan lnfanti*y, and tla^ 
Malay State's (Jnide's. theaigh not all we^re^ tlu'ie* 
at t he; same; t ime'. 

On the- mea'ning e>f dul\ 2 1 an e)jfe*nsi\’e' 
mo\eme'nt was be'gun. Ceel. A. M, S. I'dsmie* 
(.■>(»( Ii Punjabi Bifl('s) with the* 2^tli Ihigaele* 
anel othe'i* tre>e)ps e*e>mple'1 e'l\' surpiise'el the* 
e'lM'niy at Slie'ikh Othman, eh'i\ ing the*m neerth- 
warel. d’he ir e*iisua It ie's weae* .■>(! to (JO kille el, 
in a-elditieui tee se‘\e'ra.l hunelre'els take*n priseim rs. 
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mostly Arabs/ The Britisli casualties in this 
affair were 25, ^11 told. The next month two 
other Turkish garrisons were routed, and on 
Soptbmber 25 Col. Klsinie surprised the enemy 
at Waht, south-east of Lahej, disf>ersing the 
garrison, whoso strength was about 700 Turks 
with 8 guns and 1,000 Arabs. 

With this el(‘aring of tlie enemy from the 
vicinity of Aden the British off<5nKive came to 
an end. Sheikh Othman was turned into a 
strongly entrenched cam|), and was eonneettKl 
with Aden by railway.' From a little north of 
this place , the British front line s[)n*ml out 
fanwise. ^Ali Said Pasha remairuKl at Lahej, 
which place he made his headquarters. Thencc' 
he directed occasional raids on the British fiosts, 
and now -and again tried to shell the railway. 
A 8tretc?h of Nc» Man’s Land about six mil€3{!< 
wide lay betwe43n the .opposing forces. To- 
wards the close of 1915 the Turks sent troops to 
coerce the tribes living in the eastern part of 
th(' prote<;torate. Tn January, 1916, the Aden 
Moveable Column inflicted considerable losses 
on the encHiiy near Subar, thus relieving the 
jjressure on the friendly Arabs. I’he British 
casualties were five men killed and 35 wounded# 
I’wo months later a 3’urkish communique 
described this affair as a big battle, in wliich 
6,00(t British infantry and 600 cavalry were 
defeated with great slaughter, “ and compelled 
to flee into their entren<'hed camp under the 
protection of the guns of a fleet anchored in the 
(lulf of Aden.” This was a specimen of several 
Turkish reports concerning the Aden opera' 
tions, some of them describing purely fictitious 
encounters. 

On March 20, 1916, an India Oflice report 
made the first reference to (lermans being with 
t he army of Ali Said Pasha. It was then stated 
that a Turkish force which on March 16 had 
unsuccessfully attacked Imad, the village 
through which passes the trade route to Aden 


from the east, w^as accompanied by tlu^ 
Gemian officers. The Germans who joined 
the Turks in Yemen were not numerous. 
^’hey were believed to be members of the 
crew of the P^rnden. When that raider was 
caught. by H.M.A.S. Sydney off Cocos Lslarid 
on November 9, 1914, a party of 43, sent to 
destroy the wnroless station, was on shore. 
The Eniden, in an endeavour to escape, left 
those men behind . They seized an old schooner, 
in which they made their way to Java, whei*e 
they obtained provisions, and eventually got’ 
to Jidda. Thence, apparently, the majority 
joined Ali Said Pasha, though one or two 
returned to Germany. 

In the attack on Imad the enemy employed 
900 Turks and 300 Arabs, and had six small 
field guns. They were rlefoated and pursued 
for four miles, the British losses being ono 
killed ami 17 wounded. In another engage- 
ment the same month (March, 1916), at a place 
six miles north of Sheikh Othman, a Turkish 
column on tlie march was surprised and 
Hutf(3rcd 300 casualties, against eight killed 
anil 33 wounded on the British side. 

I’liere was no further fighting of consequence 
in the j)rotectorato during 1916. General Sir 
G(*orgo Youiighusband and part of the troops left 
for Basrah, but a force sufficient for the defence 
of Aden remained. The declaration of inde- 
pendence by the Shorif of Mecca in the summer 
of 1916, and the adhesion to his cause of the 
Arabs of the Hedjaz, out off Ali Saiil Pasha's 
eoinmunieations with Syria, but this made no 
apparent difference in the situation. Turkish 
governors of Yemen had grown acciistomeif to 
have their communications cut and to fend for 
themselves, and Ali Said Pasha was fortunate 
in not having to face more than the normal 
hostility of the Yemen tribes to Ottoman rule. 
So long as the British remained quiescent he 
couUl hold the hinterland. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME (III.). 
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YEAR OF WAR THE THIEPVAL SALIENT Al-TACKI 

Somme Battlefiei.ds We:t Weathe:r — British 

I 

Position on August 22 — The (Ikrman Losses. 

C HAPTKU CIAV". l)roiight the iiarra- 
tivo of the Battle of the Somme up to 
the end, on July 25, of what may bo 
called the l,\izidres phase. It will be 
remembered that the Australians [ilayod a very 
important part, and it may be well to give here 
an Australian account of the gallant conduct of 
their own men. Admirable in (‘N cry way, it 
drew from the British Division acting with 
them a message saying that- t hey w(*re })roiid to 
figlit by tJieir side. The following description of 
the great engagement was addressed to the 
High Commissioner for the Commonwc’alth : — 

On tho ni^ht of July 22, our fiolcl arlillorv IhsImmI down 
shrapnol tjpem tlio (Jornmn front line in tlM> ijpcMi 
hoforo tlu* villnfjfc. A few minutes later this lin^ lifte<l 
and tlu Australian attack was launched. 

'I'ho Cennans had ojK'iuid iti one part, with a inaehine- 
^un heforo that final hurst of shrapnel, and thoy opened 
a;niin iintnodiatoly, after, lint there would hav(' been 
no possibility of stopping that eharge with a lire twenty 
times as heavy. The dillieulty wa'< not to get the nn n 
forw'ard, hut to hold them. With a eoin|»lieji.ted night 
attack to bo carried throuKh it was necessary to keeji 
tho men well in hand. 

The first trench was a wretchedly shallow iillnir in 
place's. Most of tho Germans in it were dead- «onu* 
of them had boon lying there for days. 'I'he artillery 
ill tho meantime had lifted on to tho Gennan trenches 
farther back, hater they lifted to a farther position 
yet. The. Australian infantry dashed at oneo fre m the 
first position captured across intervening .space over 
the tramway and into the trees. 

It was hero that tho first real dilliciilty arose along 
parts of the line. Some sections of it found in front 
of them tho trenoli wliich they were lookifig for an 
excellent deep trench which had survived the homhard- 
ment. Other sections found no recognizable trench 
at all, but a mare of shell craters and tumbled rubbisli 
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or a simple ditch redui’od to white powder. Parties 
went on through tho trees into tlu* village senrehuig for 
the position and pu.shod so close fo Ihe fringe of their 
own shell-fire that some were wounded hy it. How- 
ever, where they found no troiicli they sJarfed to dig 
one as hi'st they could. Shorlly after the hombnrdment 
sliifted a little larthi»r, and n third attack enrne through 
an4l swept in most juirts right up to the position which 
the tnuips luid been ordered to take up. 

As tlaylighi grailuully spreail over that bleached 
Biirfaee Australians iMuild occasionally bo seen walking 
a.bout in the tree.s and through the [lart of tho village 
they had been orch'red to take. 'J’hc position was being 
rapully “ e4)iisolidated.” . . . That night, after 

dark, tlu* Australians puslied aeros.s the road through 
thovillagi*. by morning the ])osit ion had been improved, 
so that nearly the wliok^ village was Boiuire against 
.'sudd«*n attack. 

In the heart of the village it.-elf tlicre was little moro 
actual hand-to-hand fighting. All that happened 
tIuTc w’as that from the time wlu*n the first day broke 
ami found tlu* Pozieres posifioii prai-tiiuilly ours, tho 
I'ueiiiy tiirneil his guns on to it. Hour after hour — 
day and night with inen'using intensity as the days 
w’enl on, fu* rained heavy shell into Ihe area. It was 
the sight of tlio battlefield for miles around -that 
re«*king \’ilhig(*. Now lie would send them crushing 
in oil a liiu* south of tho road -(‘iglit lieavy shells at 
a time, minute after inirmti*, followed up by hurst u])Oii 
hurst of slirafiiu*!. Now’ lu* would place a eurluiu 
straight aeros.s this valky or Ih.ut till tho sky and land- 
scape were hlotli'd out, except for fleeting gliinpse.s 
seen us thnmgh a lift of ft)g. Gas shell, musty with 
chloroform, sweet-scented tear shell that made your 
eyes run with water, high bursting slirapnel wifli liluelc 
smoko and a vicious high explosive rattle behind its 
heavy jiellots, ugly green bursts the eolour of a fat 
silkworm, huge black clouds from the high explosive 
of hi^- S’O’b. Day and night the men wuirked tfirough 
it, fighting this horrid machinery fur over the 
hori'/on as if they w'ere fighting Germans haiu!-to-hand 
■ building up whatever it battered dt^wn ; huri<*d some 
of them not once but again and again and again. Whnt 
is a*barrage against sueh troop.s ? 'J'hey went tlirough 
it as you would go through a summer shower — too 
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GERMAN GUN WRECKED AT POZlfeRES. 


proud to bond ilnor huadM, many of lln*in, boranso tlu-ir 
matoM worn looking. I arn tolling yon of things 1 hav« 
soon. ono of tlie bost of thoir ollioors said to me, 
t liavo to walk about as if I liked it— wliat else <;an 
you do when your own men tea(*h yoti to ? ” The samo 
thought struck mo not onco but twcuity times. 

On I’liesday morning. .July 25, the .shellinc of iho day 
before rose to a higher n(jt(< and then suddenly slackened, 
'rhe Gorman was attae-king. It was only a few of the 
infantry who even saw iiim. 'Phe attack came in lines 
at fairly wide intcjrvals up the ro verso slope of tin* hill 
behind Po/.i6r(is Windindl. lloforo it reached the crest 
it came under the sudden barrage of our own shrtipnol. 
Tho German lines swerved away up the hill. The excited 
infantry on the extreme right couhl .see Gerinaii.s crawl- 
ing over as quickly as they could from ono shell crater 
to another, groy-baeks hopping from hole to hole. Our 
guns blazed away hard, hut most of our infantry never 
got the chanco it was thirsting for. Our artillery bent 
back that attack ladore it was over the crest, and tho 
Gormans bruk»» and ran. Again the enemy’s artillery 
was turned on. PoziAres was pounde<l more furioiisly 
than before, until, hv <1 in the :iftt*rnoon, it se(«med to 


onlookers scarcely possible that humanity could have 
endured such an ordeal. Tho place eould bo picked 
out for miles by pillars of rod and block dust towering ^ 
like a Broken Hill dust storm. Then Germans were 
soen to be coming on again exactly os in the morning. 
Again our artillery descended upon them like a liailstorm. 
and nothing came of tho attack. 

During all this time, in spite ot the .shelling, the 
troops were slowly working forwards through l*o!Ei6res. 
Every day .saw fresh ground gained. A great part of the 
men who wore working through it had had no more than 
two or throe hours sleep since Saturday — some of tlxem 
none at all, only fierce, hard work all the time. 

This is a good description of the lieroic 
slrugglo. 

July 26 was not marked by any important 
engagement, though two strong trenches to tho 
west of Pozieres were taken by Territorial 
troops, and some prisoners, including fivo 
ofliicors, were captured ; the day was generally 
spent in consolidating tho position woh. The 
French, too, were engaged on similar work. 

J'hc? next day saw a recrudescence of tlu* 
struggle and some fierce contests took place. 
Our line here ran through tho lower part of 
Delville Wood and of Longueval, whence it 
turned south. ThfTe had been heavy fighting 
about those parts for the past 10 days, and on 
hoth fronts our men had made progress, but in 
each instance the GoiTnan.s had been able to 
cling on to part of their defences, notwith- 
standing tho terrible artillery fire which had 
been brought to bear on them, sheltering to a 
great e.xtent in their dug-outs. . It will be 
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remembered that Delvillc Wood had actually 
been overrun by us on July 15, and part of the 
defences of Longueval occupied, that the enemy 
Imd counter-attacked on the evening of tlie 
1 8th and, after a severe artillery fire during the 
night, had, on the 19th, succeeded in regaining 
a footing in the wood and also in the northern 
portion of Longueval, For the next week there 
had been fierce artillery bombardment and the 
tide of battle ebbed and flowed. But we never 
altogether lost our foothold. 

^It was in Delville Wood that the South 


name and had bocome a mass of broken timber. 
Yet this offered, perhaps, oven more difficulty 
to the movement ot our troops than if all the 
trees had been upright, for the interlaced and 
matted mass of broken trunks and branches 
formed an oxtn?mcIy difficult obstacle wliilo 
enough trees remained standing to afford fair 
cover from view for the defenders. Ii\ addition, 
the heavy shells of both sides had turned the 
surface of tho ground into a scries of pitfalls 
made by tho craters of explo.sion. Over all wt're 
tho ghastly si^its of tho unburied dead lying 



A HEAVY HOWITZER IN ACTION ON THE SOMME. 


Afri(?an Brigade distinguislu'd thomselv’cs by 
their bravery and tenacity so as to elicit 
commendation from the (jleiieral commamling 
them. South Africa might justly be proud of 
the achievements of her rofirosentatives with 
the British Expeditionary Force. 

Throughout the night of July 2G-27 a crushing 
fire of shells had been directed against that 
portion of the Delville Wood to which tho 
Germans still clung, and hand-to-hand en- 
counters took place frequently. Tho “ Devil’s 
Wood,” as our men not inappropriately called 
it, considering the horrible scone.s which took 
|>lace there, was some 159 acres in extent. It 
had almost ceased to be a wood in anything but 


about, torn to i^ioces by explo.'^ions of shells or 
bombs and b(‘armg but small resemblance to 
the living beings they had onco been. Such 
was tho field of battk* on which Briton and 
Gorman strove for mastery. 

Slowly but surely our men pushed cm, the 
guns preparing tho way by a curtain fire about 
75 yards aliead of our attacking line. 

It s])oakft volumes for tho ability of our 
gunners that they .should have been able lo 
carr^'^ on this advancing curtain of crashing 
shells continuously and without injury to our 
following infantry. ” It w as quei*!*,” said a 
soldier who had been through the attack, “fo 
see the .shells bursting in front of one ; the liim 
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\va«^ just about 75 yartl-^ ahoati of us, fliiiginc up 
tlio ground and smashing ov^orything. Tt. was 
wonderful how the gunficrs kept it just ahead 
,of us.”* 

To the arfillory, indeed, a great sliare of 
the sueeess 4)f the British arms was du(\ The 
en(*my\s positions liad ])eon sul^jocted to siieti 
a tiro as Jiad surpassed all provkms eiTorts. 
From June 27 onwards, said a eorrespondent 
of The ][]oni 'nuj Post (on the authority <if an 
artillery oflieta*), we liad fired an avt'rage of 
half a million of shells per dlrni. This, of course, 
was spread over the whole ]^ositioii of tlu' 
enemy, highly eoneenf ratc'd against th(‘ parts 
to bo assaulted, less against otliers. 

On July 27 our eannonadt* was so fierce as to 
surpass all prinioiis efforts, and yet, although 
it might Jiave bec'u thought impossible for iiK*n 
to liave livc'd under it, thert^ was still a siif- 
fi<*ient number of (ierman infantry l<‘ft, aiul 
there were still suHieient of their maehine-guns 
in place, to afford a considerable degree of 
resistance t(> the advance of our troops. 

It will be realized that under these circum- 
stances progress >vas slow : but assure 'dly it 
was certain. This was not only du(' to the 
artillery, hut also to the exc(»llent way in 
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which the bombers actcxl with the rifle-carrying 
infantry, and to the way in which no effort 
was spared to bring up machiiio-guns to support, 
the latter. It is true that this bold action 
somotimes resulted in the loss of a machine- 
gun if the infantry were driven back, but that 
was only a small set-off to the advantage 
gained generally by bold liandling of these 
w’eapons. 

♦ From tho Daily Tvleyraph. -Inly Ml. 


On one occasion a party of (h'rmans were 
soon carrying a maelune-gun across a drive 
in the Ih'lville Wood. (Inc of our nnai moved 
out to a ooiiit wlienee he could bring a J.<('wis 
gun (which can he fireil from tlu^ shoulder) 
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to boar on tho oraany, and complotoly wiped 
out tho whole party. With somo of his <;om- 
rados ho smashed tho (Jorman maehino-giiu and 
thon returned. The next day the same men 
pushed farther into tho wood, l>ut their weapon 
Inuiamo jammed owing to a rough tumlilo ovc‘r 
t he broken wood ; it was ronder<3iI useless and 
abandoned. 

It w’as not aloTUi physical diHicultii's which 
made our rate of advane.o slow. Ilviay yard 
of progrc'ss on our ])a.rl. was m(‘t by a c*.orre- 
sponding (a)unt(*r-at t ack, made often in tho 
massed form to which our troops were now 
accustomed, and this was esp(*(rially t-ho ease* 
wIh'11 wo liad won through to tho edge of the 
wood. For us tlu'ii it was the old problem 
liow to advaneo from sui*h a position over the 
opc ‘11 ground t-o tin's n(*xt liostilo lino. It was 
exactly this task which was imposed upon 
tho enemy in his (‘nd(‘a\ours to regain tho 
grouiKl lie had lost ; h<3 had to advancti ovor a 
space without shelter to reach his objective. 
Fvery den ice was employed ; int(*rspcrsed 
with tlio shrapnel and high explosive fire were 
mingled gusts of poison and ladirymatory 
shells. But secure in their masks our men 
were undismayed, and held firmly to tho 
ground they had won so bravely. I’ho thick 
(Jerinan columns formed admirable; targets feir 
our gunners. “ You could see? tlie3 Germans 
coming towarels you in great waves of grey,’' 
said an eittieer pre;sent at the engagemeuit. 
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MAP ll l-USI KA I IMG THE CAPTURE OF DELVILLE WOOD. 


li it our int’iiTifry was n‘n.(ly for tlicin. r<*a(ly to 
ply flicm with luacliiiir'jiiuri a-nd ri/lo fin*. 
riMidy to <!ovi*r IIumu \\itli hoiubs. It, \va.s no 
<*aso of (.‘omiii^ to handy strok<‘s, for of tla* 
iniiUitiidi* only individuals arrivc'd anywlan-o 
iioar our line*. It \Nas luainly tlio artillary wJiich 
sfoppad thfin, nanvin)^ I-Immu down so that they 
lay in lon^; swat has, cutting <lc(*|> liiu's throuyli 
Ilia solid rolunins, as shall aft(T sh(‘ll struak 
thaui full. d'h(' a.ttaak at- last aa.uu‘ to a 
standstill. Sc\'ai‘al tiiiws Nvas tla* affort n*- 
iK’wad, and aa.<*h tima iu vain. Hirat' fra.'-h 
n'j^iinants, which oua a.fl<*r another cauu* on 
with ;j:raat hra.vcry, wi'ra ahiiost annihilatad, 
and w’ht'u the' faw' surviNors stray^ietl hack to 
thoir trcMichas the ^uviiind ))atw(‘(‘n tln‘ two 
hostih' lines was covansl with the* htxlics of tha 
dead iind wouiid<*d. ..Vs our troops a<lvaTic*c<l, 
hoinhin^ here, hayoiu»t in^ tliara, w it h an accom- 
t)aniuiant, of ritla shots and uiachina-^un tire, 
t hay gathered hy tha way many prisoners who 
had hatMi hi<liuvc for sah‘ty in shall-crat (*rs or 
l)('hind any available cover to ^uard t liainst*! ves 
Iroin the tarribh' artillery (in*, b’inally our men 
won tlu'ir way to tla' extivaiie limit of Die wo<ul 
to the ea.-=t and north-(‘ast, and couimeiweil 
to consolidate their position. 

d'hey had also st renj^tluaied their liohl on 
Lon^iaw’id b\' st*izifi^ a portion of the northern 
end, and, advancin>j: beyond it, had taken the 
orchard just on the outskirts of the village 
tow arils the north-west. It was a gain of some 
importan(‘e, as fire from it .swept the valley 
which led ujiwards behiial Hazent iu-le-OraiKl 
towards Mazent in-le- Petit . We also tonl^ a 
redoubt, known to our soldiers as the Machini*- 


gun House, which protected, witl\ a Hanking 
/iri‘, this part of the Delville Wood position. 
Draeping up uiuh'r what cover \vas available, 
several of our ollicars led forwnird ])arDes of 
bombers. TJii'se managed to get within luviv- 
ing range, and then tJirew bomb after bomb 
into the work, killing n<‘arly all the machine- 
gun detachuK'nts and capturing their weajjoiis, 

Jiy tha fall of night Delville Wood was 
entirely capturi'd except for a small point in 
the northi'i'ii end. Wo had inflieted viay 
heavy losses on the enemy, while our own wen', 
considering tlie. magnitude of tiio sueei'ss, 
aom])arativ('ly slight. This, as wo liave si'an, 
was largely dui' to the part played hy our guns. 

A suhalti'F ii, w ho arrived liome in a Ked Dross 
shi}), after ])aiug wounded in Delville Wood, 
told an intc'TvievM'r that there wi're “some real 
brave tilings’' done at the end of Diat great 
tight. “ They eaii’t give .I.).( to everyone, 
you know,” lie .said, “but lionestly, all those 
men earned it, just as well as any of the chaps 
who g(‘t it. Wliat T am tliinking almut is the 
lot of tilings that nobody at all ever knows 
aliout ; not (‘ven a man’s own mates.” And he 
told tliis story : - 

AVo liiut to f.il! back a liit from a slialiow frenc li 

at (ho a ft IT wc'Vl l)rcn in it, and thought we’d got 

it. AAcIl, \vc. toll hack h^r, oli. it iniist’vc been 10 
tlu* tiim* I iiicati, and a h^t more Boches cnino 
lip along tboNC ooinrnnnicating sap.s, and it almost looked 
oueo as tliungh wc wmiUrnt. gel it back again. 1 got 
my dose in the trench, yon know. AVhen T saw oiir 
men all falling back I tried like tlie devil to get out. 1 
wii'i in Cjuito a diM'p bit, and I nearly broke blood \-es‘-els 
trying to g€*t out ; )>ut it iva.s nt» go. .Aly .shotildor was 
giving mo bell, and the right arm would not wxirk ad all. 
A\ ell, von kn<)W’ i d rattier have heen si*nt AA est altogether, 

I ahvay- did feel I’d rather anything than be takiai by 
the B«>i*lu*.s. I bad my revolvcT, of eourse ; but I’m 
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not much good witli my hift hand. Ten to one they’d 
have got mo alive. I could see over ttio edge, and 1 
was cursing my luck when I saw a clmp deliberately 
stop, turn round and look at mo, and sort of weigh 
up his chances ; and then go on again. He wa^ falling 
back with the rest of our lot, you know. 

Just then a Boche machine-gun opened iis it '^ecincd 
right alongside me. It w'as really just round the big 
traverse. “That settles it,” I llumght. “I’m done 
now.” And it did settle it, too. That <hap I’d soon, 
who’d evidently decided once that it wasn’t good 
enough, ho altered his mind when the typewriter began. 
Down on his hands and knees ho w'tmt, and scnitlltMl 
all the w'ay back to whore I w'as, liktj a lizard. Ho 
fairly gasped at mo; no breath, you know. “On mv 
back, sir,” says ho. And, somehow. h(>i hauled me oui 
and Blung me over hi;^ back. 


I fell off thre<* separate times, wdiile he was M riimb- 
ling down the slope witli me. and three separate times 
lie stopped, in all that fire, and fixed mV up again. 
.\nd then I felt liini crumbh' up under me, and at the 
.same time J got- — this, throuuh the left nrin. 

I rolled clear, and looked at his face. I’ll nc\cr 
forget his face, biit lu* Inid no coat or c aj), and 1 (lidn’t 
kiii»w »iis battalion. Ilis forebead was laid and 

bleeding fast. 1 dragged him bebind a stump, and laid 
him with his head on my haversack. 'J’hen I -eramhled 
nut to find .1 stretcher-bearer for bim. But J got. 
caught up m our advance thou. You know' what it is. 
And I went on, thinking I’d hml my man alter. Ohxl 
1 W'ont, in a way, because I had three bombs a uoundetl 
eorporal gave m^'. and it was lasy lobbing them witli 
my left, at elost* (piarters. By gad. 1 lobbtal ’em all 
right; nearly lobbed myself to Kingdom come, loo. 



BRITISH BOMBERS ATTACKING THROUGH POISON (;AS. 

The German smoke-helmet has a round chemical filter, much larger than the nnxzle of the British type. 
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H'lt flid tiw'ir joh all ri;/ht \\c* rlt ain'd 

t lin tHTH-li. It was liour-' aiflcr I roiilil ii 

mail to Ih'I[) in»* for that 

111'* out : airvi \\«* ruwf’r tnuml liiiti iio\<'r at ol l irn. 

Milt to do wliat ho did : thinUiii^ it out, tu«>. in all t}iat. 
hf‘ll ; uiiy, many a ohai/-* t^ot the* tor no more tlian 

t hat , J t i'iiih. 

und thore wer-: ilo/otis of things like that, in 
l><*lv'ilk‘ alone, atir] t ho* same all alon^ iIm* trout « ri:^ht 
t hrou;/h I lie jui- h.* 

All'll like tlicsc! wern j^raini fi^litcrs, wortliy of 
the iiohlfst Jiml host (railitioiis of our fighting 
iiicri. 

It. is inf fTcst iiig licro t,o ii<jto tlu? viows of n 
(htiujui ( aminiaiiiliT, as to tho naiiu Ii'ssoii of 
till* tight iiig oil till' Soiiiiiic, oxpri'ssi'i 1 to All*, 
('yril HrovMi, a i;oiT(*s[)omlt*iit of Iha JW’uy York' 
I'itnrs : 

Arlillery! Artillerv ! A it illery ! 'The side that ean 
put nio'.t ammunition into tin* other fellow’s face, and 
whose infantry ean throw its hand ij^renades hest, will 
iram i^ironnd. Mut artillery pla > s the main role in ihi'. 
hatll<‘. At. lla* start, when it wa- ni ee^-ary to lay' a 
harrier of lire <in tho enemy lines one hattery' had to 
eover a front. s<'.;ment of .SOt) yards. Now f ^have a 
halterv' for o\'ery hiril Ired yards ot the eiirlain (iie. 

d’o this it. may ho justly' replied, in the 
laugu.*t.ge of one of Ueiiter's eorrespondciits - 

'I’his may [lossilifv ho true, for it is <*er(airi that (ht* 
IJermeis h.i.ve hniried up every availahle vnii to this 
p.irt of the front. Mut what the (lerman (^aiimander- 

.MurROKi /’us/ AiiL'iist J. 


in-(Miief omitted tt) say is that he is in an infinitely worse 
position in rei'anl to being able ('fft'etivoly to emplaeo 
tils artillery than ho was at tho beginning of tho British 
off.*n.dv»*. This is so conspicuously A war of attillery- 
that, as has been sai<i, tho gain of a few* yanks, giving 
eommand of a rid go and observation, may make all tho 
dilTerciice between dominance and untenahility, 

'W lia\n hoen .steadily gaining ground that, should 
lie valuable (or artillery w'ork. 'rhe ponderous yirocess 
of f-ns pii g ftu werd is always going on, wdiich means 
that the (iennan artilh'ry must either be always slowly 
wit lidrawing or courting dost ntef ion. As an artillery 
ollieer put if. to mo yesterday, in discussing the ciTccts of 
Kridiiy’s aiul Sat urday’^'s figliting, tho time i.s rapidly 
approaidiing when flu' (lerman gunners from Beaumont 
Hamel to Mapaunie must <*]»oomo hot ween Soylla anti 
< ‘lai yhdis : they must tiifher stop and bti knocked out, 
or ja't out. F’or we are fighting a .great winning battle 
tif po.-.it ion. 

'I'his mean.s that as wtf jjrtjgro.s.s over tlio 'riiiejival- 
.Morval ridgtJ the ground .''lopo.s down towards tho 
Cerinans anti this gives us tht^ advantage of coinmanth 

The ({erimi.ii ( Jenoml al.so y\eiit. on to so.y, in 
reply- to a question jnit liy him as to whother 
the British showed signs of weakening: 

.\t>. Tilt! KngHslj are tough. Ono must be just to 
tjiu‘’,s enemies. Ono must sts* tliern as tliey art*, '^riio 
I'higlish Jiavo nt)t lo.st hf^po of .sueeess a.s yet. r)es])it<» 
their very- !i(*avy- Iti.wsow, wliieh are kiiow'u tt> mo. the;/ 
eome hack again and again. They are stubborn ftu'.s. 
One has to givo them erodit for trydng again anti again 
to break through my' front. 'J’ho Knglisli st)ltlior is a 
wortliy, oxcellciiL .soldit;r, but his lunver leader^liip is 
not. on t ho height 

The last few words are quite typioall^v 
I Vii.s.sian— ?.r., [iroof positive of tlit^ inaliility- of 



TRENCH PERISCOPE IN USE. 










(JETTING A HEAVY (UJN INTO POSITION. 


[( V/.' lit! f^/'i l('i /.»/’//. 


thn riico over to jnd^io tlic^ir opponents fairly. 
Of course, Iho (Jeriiiaii (ieiK'ral kianv notliin^ 
whateva'r iihoiit tlu^ actual \voi*k of tin* lea.cl(‘rs 
of th<^ British Army ; Ik* laid never bmai within 
miles of tliejn. Tit' admided t hat in tlie western 
theatre, of war there had Ix'en no seop<* for 
strategy. “ Tt is all tactics now,” to tjuote his 
exact words. But. lie siin'ly must liave rcmcm- 
hered W'liat his compatriot May j)ointi*d out in 
his celebrated pamphlet. J)i<' Prcifssi.sf he Infftn- 
fenc in ISdfii that, in front-line* lighting, above* 
all in attack, theref i< but little reieim for aii\oiie 
be*twe?en the (le*iieral and the* actual lroe)p- 
le*ade*rs, a dictum eif wliie*li the* truth has be*e*ii 
pre>ve‘d in all siibse’e|ue*nt wars. If this be the* 
erase!, them it is a fair infe*re*nce that, if tber 
British infantry beat the ( h*rmans, as the* logie* 
of facts proveel tfiat the*y hael, seane part e>f this 
re*sult must be* elue* t e> t he'ir le*aelers. I ncie le*Mtally, 
it would alse> se*em t hat t he* ( le*rman sube>rehfiat e* 
leaders liael shown t he’mse'bes infe*rie)r te» our^, 
unle!ss tl|e3 (Jerman gene‘ral was pre*pare’d to 
aelmit that his tre.)o]);r> w'e*re. se) hope‘les^^ly 
infe'iior tei tlie Jbitish that ov^e*n the*ir ceanpany 
li*aelers coulel dei }>ut little with the*m. 

Th * lei^s e)f Poziere*s the* (\immaneler-in- 


Ohi(*l asc!*ibi‘el t<» an unlue*Uy combination 
“ SoiiH'boely bhmeie*re*f|,” he saiel. A e'e*rt.ain 
ne*w' formation hael le*! itse‘lf fie surprise'd by the 
eii«*my. W'lu’the*!* the blimele*r was eiuei t.e> the* 
( k*n«*rals, t he* j e*giment al ofliee*i's or I Ik* me*n, the* 
(Je‘rman ( \>mmaneler elid neit sa\ . 

While* the*, lighting hael be*e‘n going ein in 
l)e*lvill<* Wood the atta,e*k e)n Longue‘va.l liael 
als<» be-e*!! preigressing. 'DK'n*, toei, the struggle 
liael be*e*n in pr*ogress sine*e the middh* of the* 
month, anel the* Se'ottish treiops. who hael hung 
lai in spite* e)t lie*a.\ y losse‘s fi-eim the* e'eintinueais 
lire* te» whie*h the'v hael be'e*n e*xpose*d, ha.el 
be*ha.ve*el with the* gre*ate‘st ga,!lantry. ^rhe*y hael 
be*e*n re‘lie*\ e*ei b\^ eitla'is wlm naieler seane* furthe*r 
pie>gre*ss, while* l^aiglish a.nel See)ls laid eeimbine el 
te» take* \\ale*rle)t h’arm and tlierri se‘e*ure*el a liia* 
bae*k t»»waiels 'rrones Wood. But th(*w}ie)!o of 
boiigue*\’al was not \e*l, ours, '^riie* Ore harel had 
be*e‘n we»n in this elay's lighting (duly 27 ); the* 
ne»rthe*rn e riel e»f the* \ illage*, he)we‘ve*r, still gave* 
a fexitlieilel to the* ( )e*rmans at the* <*nel e)f (he* 
ehiy, thejugh e*e»nsiele*r-uble* pre)gre‘ss hael f>ee*ji 
maele* te)W’a.rfls the* de‘sire*d goal. 

Se^ith eif the* Soimue* the* l‘'re*ne*h maele* se>me* 
pre»gre*ss te» the* e*as( of h]stre'*e*s anel the*re was 
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RUSSIANS IN CIIAMPAIiNK. 
Moufitinj^ a inuchtnc Mun on a parapet. 


u Jivoly l‘ii>ilJ.ulc in tin* outskirts of 

Soyc'*oourt. 

'I'hi* chief cv'iMii on this side wus (he ofiemy's 
effort to assume (Ik‘ initiative and create a 
diversion fro?n th(» Somme tit^htin^ liy Httiiek>' 
upon (he eeiitre of liie NNestiMii front north of 
the Aisiie, et \'ille-jui Uois, :md in ( dumijiaeur' 
w«*st of Jh’osnes. 'The latter attack was (he mon* 
im])ortant. I )i»livered on a. front- about one mile 
wide, i(. ^a\ e (lie iiermans no jrerrnaiHait 

a.d\'an( atje. t'or a, time they sueeeedr'd iii 
occupying a. few ti-enehe>., but a eormt er-at t a< k 
dislodj^ed tliem without ^I'eat dilbeultv- 

'Tlu? (termaus made a small raitl on our 
;renelH‘s just to (he west of (lie ^'j)res-|*ilk<*ni 
road, but. were at oikh' loimter-at ( aeked amt 
<hiv(‘n ])a.ek. \\e also raided the (termaii 

treiicdies farther to the south, after- a ])r-e 
liminary I>ombardment . Iba-e tlu' enem\' was 
lirst met outsiih' his own wire and forced to 
ndire with a los-, uf '.omr IlO kilh-d. Our 
troops, following up the reti*('atine (ha-man^, 
then puslu‘d ( hroiii»h into tluar trenelu*s, 
wdu-re flay fouiul rna.n\' casualties amonc <ht' 
deh‘mters caiisetl by oui- artillery (ire. 

Both Britisli and rrencli air[)lan<'s did jiond 
work in locatir^ji; the ( h*rma.u ]>attt‘ries and 
licwly const ria-ted works, Owinu: to the clouds 
niid mist our machines had to (ly low anil two 
of tliem did mit return. * 

At 12,^10 p.m., at another j>art of tiro line. 


four bombing a.ir[)lanes, ai-m(‘d with heavy 
}>ombs, set out to attack an important railway 
eentro on the enemy’s lines of eommirnications 
where la-rgt' rpiantities of ammunition luul 
reeently bei'ii re])orted. Kast of the line clouds 
were bilow r>,()00 fei't, Avhich considerably 
favoured the expedition. The maehinoa 
arriverl over tlu-ir objective between 2 and 
'2/M> p.m.. and all four <leseend<Ml to heights of 
from 2,000 feet to 4,000 f(*et to drop their 
bombs. The station, wliieh was crowded with 
rolling stock, and tin* sheds, containing ammu- 
nition, were attacked. Both were hit and 
tires wer(‘ seen by our pilots to bo started at 
four different points. The exj)edition was 
practically mimolostod by anti-aircraft guns or 
hostile airplanes, and all our machines returned 
safely anil landed on their lioine aerodroino 
within four minutes of one another. 

On .luly 28, after severe lighting, the British 
ilrove the last remnants of tlie (merman garrison, 
wdiieh seems to have been furnished by the 
.■)th Brandenburg Division, out of J)elvillo 
^Vood, and took pri.soners 3 oflici'rs and 158 
men. Twice did the enemy direct heavy 
counter-attfveks against the British* newly won 
j)ositions, but on both occasions they were 
driven ba(4v. This day also saw the completion 
of the coiTqiiest of Long lie val Village. Thus 
the (jJerman position hero was completely 
conquered. 
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During the whole day there was considorahlo 
artillery action on both sides. In the Champagne 
the auxiliary Russian corps em[)loyed tliert‘ 
penetrated into a (Jen nan trencli and brouglib 
away Gorman prisoners. Little more than a 
hundred years before their countrymen had 
boon acting with the Prussians against the* 
French in the same country. 

It was tho right wing of the British Fifth 
Army, iinder Sir Jlubort (Jongh, which had 
been brought- up tho AU^ert-Bapaume road 
into and through Po/.ien's, while tho left 
wing of th<i Fourth Army, uiuler Sir 
Htiiiry Rawlinson, was now on the crest of 
t ho main-ridge between Po/dores and Delville 
Wood. But tho onojuy still retained most of 
High Wooc'l, from which ho was not linally 
ojoctod until SoptemlxT la: 1 h' also naut* 
desperate efforts to rocov(*r l)(*l\ illt* Wood, and 
< luring tlio night of July 28 29 two violent but 
unsuccessful attacks wen* madt* on it. On 
Saturtlay tho 29th Hu* haiid-t o-liand struggle 
north and north-oast of Po/ien»s, in th(‘ luagh- 
boiirhood of High Wood, and in tlu' outskirts 
of Longueval, continued without, intermission, 
and tho British, despite th(^ iiKToased artilhay 
tiro from th(^ German batteries, made sona* 


slight ])rogress, Tho northern portion of 
Longueval and its orchards were carriiMl by f)ur 
men, and the German trenches eiiterod at a ftnv 
j)oints. Three eiiomy aeroplanes wore de*stroyed 
and a kite balloon set on lire. Soutli of tho 
Somme, bid ween X’^ta’inand-Ovillers and Lihons, 

1 lu^ French rifle fire disp(*rsetl t wo st rung ( Jerinau 
iletachmeiits endeavouring to roacli the lint's t)f 
our Allies, and French at'foplanos made a rt'talia- 
tory attack during the night, tlro])ping 19 
bombs of 120 kilos on t'nemy stations in the. 
Xoyon district. 

Po/dercs had Ixm'u wt)n by Sir ILibert- Gough 
on .luly 20 and 2<», but 'rhiep\'a.l, tlu) strongly 
dt'fondt'd platt*au bt*twet*n Thie[)val and the 
Ant'rt*, with tht^ village fortresses of OourceU'ttti 
north and Mart inpuitdi soutli of tlio Albert- 
Ba[>aunu‘ roatl, wt'rt* still in the ]iossession of 
tht^ Gormans. Sir Douglas Haig therefore 
decided tiuit it would be prt*ferablo for Sir 
Hubert Gough, who formed still tho left of tho 
attack, to confiru^ himsidf to a “ steady, 
methodical, st(‘p by step advan(^(s” while Sir 
Henry. Rawlinson, in conjumdion witli tho 
French north of the Somme, oiuleavoured to 
<‘xf(Uid fart hc‘r eastwfwds from Del\u‘llo Woo<l. 



THE REMAINS OF DELVILLE WOOD. 
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]\Ialtz Horn Farm was now tin* spot w hrn* 
tJjo firitisl) joinofl on to Uio Fn'iioh, but it 
was arran^rofl that in tin* acUaiico noitliwanl, 
in fo brin^ up tin* Hritisli ri^^lit, tiu* 



(JHN.SIK IIUhFKT DK FA K (JOUGH, K.C.H. 

In command of the Fifth Army« 

Fronoh should cooj)oralo so jts to j)rolon|' tin* 
Jino of bat tin to tlu^ ('nst and do away with th(‘ 
objf'ol ionabl<^ salient whicb exist t‘d when our 
lino ran back south from Uolvilh* Wood towards 
jMaltz Horn JAtrin, and wliirli was a sourer of 
<lan^er. It was ngr(*(*d that, ad\aiirin^ up tin* 
Gombh‘S Valley, tlie Hritish rigid siiould nio\r 
on Morval, t lie Froneh left on JSailly Sallisel. 1 f 
tliti joint ad\ nnciJ w'ere sueeessful, the 'riuepval 
position, Mart ini)uich, and High \\ Ood rould In? 
turiu'd from tlie <'ast. 

I'o undt^rstand the next stt‘p taken ])y Sir 
l>i>uglas Haig it is neeessar;S' to liave some 
knowledge of tlui ronligurat ion of the ground 
in front of Sir Ih'iiry Kawlinson's rentro and 
right- and t»f the h'nMieh hd’t. 

I’om I )elville W'ood t he main ])latt'au t’xtends 
for tdhto yanls east-north-east to hesbo:*ufs 
and Morval, aind for about the saime distjinee 
sou 1 1 1 -eaist w iU*< Is to the woods of Houh*jiux «md 
Leu/<*. These woods were souk? yaircls west 

of the (^onsideraible \’iilage of G(.)mblt*>, auiother 
villagi' fortrt'ss ])(‘h)w l.eu/.e Wootl in a valley, 
ad the northern heaul of whieh w<'re Morval on 
the w't'st and Saully-Sallisel <.>n tlu' <:*aist. 

'the high ground on eaeh side of tlu' Gomblos 
Valh'V sweeps Hu* sloptvs of tlu^ ridge on th*‘ 
opp<»site side. 


Pivoting on Ihdville Wood, Sir Henry 
Ihiwlinson waas to swing his centre and right 
wiim from the line IVlvillo Wood-Madtz Horn 
Fairm to the lino Delville Wood-lMorval, the 
French the moanwliilo advancing simultaxne- 
ously between Mailtz Horn Farm and the Somme 
on Saiilly-Safillisel. Tho capture of Morv'ad aial 
Saxilly-Sailliscl would inevitably result in tlu* 
isolaition aind caipture of Combles, aind of most 
of tho maiin ridgci west of tho Tortille, av 
triliutairy of tho Somnu*, w hicli entt*rs tliait river 
two miles below Peronne. 

To reaeli their objective, Morvail, the British 
laid to taka', first, (hiillemont, Fnlh'uiont JAvrm 
south of it, and the wood of B(*uze, fhui east of 
(hiillemont, and nf^xt Ginchy, and the wood 
of Bouleaux lietwea'u Ginchy and ^lorvad. 
hh'orn Hie forma*!* villaige the cra'st of the high 
ground runs noi'tliwairds for 2.tH)0 \ards, and 



MRUT.-CENERAL THE EARI. OF 
CAVAN, K P., C.B. 

In command of the 14th Army Corps. 

th(‘n caistwau'ds in ai long spin* for na'airly 4.000 
yairds. Man’vail is ait tlu' eaist(*rn extremity aa’ 
the spur and its gairrison laid a wide fk*ld of 
v'it'w and lire in every direetion. A hroaal and 
da'c'p hraineh of tha.^ (\»ml)la_'s Vailley se])arated 
3Iorv’al fra)ni Leuze Wa)od. 

Ba'twa^en Saiilly-Saillisel and tho Freneh line 
at the end of July lay the strongl^^ fortified 
villaga's of ]Maurc‘pas, Clery-sur-Somme, Le 
F\)ra'st, Baina*anirt ainal Fra'gk'ourt , aind several 
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woods and strongly enlrennhod positions. Jt’ 
t!»e troops crossed the Peroiine-Bapautne road 
iind wen^ on the eastern side of tlie ('()inhles 
Valley, they would find themselves enfiladcnl 
by the Gerjiians concealed in the i‘ortre'>;s and 
wood of St. l*ierr<'-Vaast. 

During the night of July 20-J() tlie Allied 
guns w(‘n‘ busy and a G(‘i‘ina.n aiunumition 
<lepot near Courcelette was exploded by them. 
Feint attacks were niadt' by tia' Ganadians in 
two tjlaces south of Y[)res and by tlu' Uoyal 
Munster Fusiliers in ih<5 bo(^s saluait-, wlu‘re a 
eouplo of raids by the Germans near th<‘ 
llohenzollern Kedoubt. were* ea.sily rt^pulsed. 

At 4 a.ni., Sunday, July Jh, the bombard- 
ment preliminary to tho battle between 
DiJville Wood and tho Somme opened, aial the 
inhabif ants of iVmiens, 20 miles a\\ ay, \\ c*i <‘ 
awak(‘iH'd by the thunder of th(' Allit'd artillery, 
which steadily incroas(‘fl in intensit\^ uj> to 
0 a.ru. '^riio wea.th<‘r was of tbe sultric'st, aiul 
tho roa<ls, wh(‘re they still exis((‘d in the 
fighting area, wer<‘ ankh^ tieep in dust. The 
moment the bombardment ei^asetl troops 
advanced from th<*ir <‘nt rc'iuJa'd positioiKS in 
Dt'lville Wood, amid tho ruins of Longucwal and 
Waterlot h^ariu and across the spac(^ Ix'twc'cn 
it and Maltz Horn Farm. Tn the eentn' the 
a.ttack was succ(\ssful. A battalion carri<‘d 
(luilk'inonf and was pre])a.!’ing to d(‘bouch from 
the village whem new\s eanio that the advance 
on (bn<*hy and Falhauont Farm Jiail failed. 
For some; hours our men field on to Guillemont 


and were then withdrawn. A])out 200 Gorman 
])risoners liad been taUe ii. 

J'he day’s rightimz on fix' British fiont liad 



IJKUT.-GKN. SIK .lULIAN WVNG, K.G.h 
In command of (kinadian Army Ck)rps. 

fo sonu; t‘xt(.‘nf, jusfifii'd the' Orele'r e>f the- |)ay 
issue'd by t he Kaisc'r a fe‘W heairs later : 

4'o tho ]('iuh‘r« nml to Ifio tmops of tfio Kir.'.l Arrri\ I 
o\|)n‘ss from tlu» hottoai of my Ixwu't- my dtM*|) tipprcci*! • 
t ioH tiiii] my I nifK'rial for the'ir .spltMulitl ju-Imon (> 

TtK'iit ill wunliiij^ olT t hr Antilo- l♦'rr^e'h irin.'^-i alhirUs o| 
• Inly ,‘hMh. 'I’hry hji,\ n 4ircomp!i- fird, with (}e‘rrMMii 
fail hhilnrss, wheel. I mai tlirir roimtry e'.xpt't’ted of thrm. 
tJod lirlp Ihrm fnrihe'r. 

In the* “ furl he'r ” lighting tlu‘ (h'rman*^ 
w’<‘ro ele*stin(‘el te) wa.nt all the* he'lp w hie*h I he y 
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could ^(‘1, and if lucro mortals may jud^^c 
(‘vonts it- tlfx's not seem tl<isi.t tlio Deity ]\cl|)('d 
them. The (ierrium otrieial rotnintm if/ue of 
July :u was as. follows : 

"I’ho Hritisli rontiriiKMl tlu'ii’ op(X-al ion.^ near 
iirnl I.(onjJCnovit! yestnnlay, and tlxjy lod up to a mur 
Anj'lo-Kroneli atta< k in the morning, undortakon by at 
least six tlivisi.ms, bot\\*‘on hmigneval and tho Somme. 

'I'lio aUa-ck la'tween I'o/.iOires an<l Ijoiigucval (luring 
llio day was frustrated by our tiro and did not materiali/o 
I ill I lie evening. 'J'liis was also made by very strong 
lorees, 

'riie enemy was repulsed every whore with heavy 
easualties and did not gain an inch of ground. 

WTu^rever fighting at close cpiarterjs tlovelopisl it 
re.snlted entirely in our favour. 

In a dashing assault by our navariau and Sax<*n 
Ke.siHj’ves and our bravo Sehlo.sw’ig- 1 lolstoin t roop'^ wo 
cnptnred 12 oClicers, 7l»t) men, and Id machine guns. 

Sontli of the Somme t h(‘re were artillery engegi'menl s. 

'This report was in flagrant eontradied ion 
with the Jiritish mthnuiniqne isstu'd itt 
11. rd ]).m. on the .‘lOth. “ Tn tho iHughhour- 
hond of lh)/.ien's,” it run, “the day has been 
spent in strengthening the ground gaiiuxl 
during the last w(x‘U. and there has been no 
infantry tight ing in thtit areti to-day.” ’'Die 


advance in the Longueval region, too, did not 
begin in the evening, bnt in the morning. 

“Tho enemy,” said the German bulletin, 
“was repulsed everywhere.” Let us see what 
had rt'ally happened between IVTaltz Horn 
Farm aud tho Somme. 

After a lr(*m(*ndous bombardment, to wliich 
the Gorman artillery replied \ iolontly but 
ineffectually, our gallant Allies in the morning 
carried the whole system of enemy trenches 
for a depth varying from about 300 to 800 yards. 
They reached tlic outskirts of Maurepas, 
captured tho romnauts of the wood north of 
tho station of Hem, tho cpuirry near it, also 
Honaeu Farm on th(^ road from Hem to Clery- 
.^ur-Somino. During tlu' aftcTnoon ^NTonacu 
Farm, whoso scpiart*, grey-roofed tow(*r had 
np till then escajied destruction, was attacked 
again and again hy tho Gt'rmans, moving along 
the edge of the thiek green wood in the marshes 
on the right bank of the 8(^)mme. 'Though tho 
enemy advane* d hrax idy, he was shattered by 
tlu‘ French guns and rith^s, a.nd by sunset 
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Monaou Farm, its tower now in ruins, renuiined 
in the possession of the French. 

During tlie night the German assaults on the 
farm and the Hem Wood were removed. Tlit‘ 
French guns on the south ])ank of tlie Soninas 
erihladod the charging masses and inflicted 
lieavy lossi's on them. Monacu FtU’iu was for 
a time recaptured by the Germans, but it was 
speedily recov(‘red by the French. Soutli of 
the Somme a German trench betwcMai Fstrees 
tuid 15clloy-en-Santcrre and (iO ])rison('?‘s wt^-c 
captured in the course of the next <lay, tlie 3 1st. 

Meantime the British, under cover of night. 


411 ) 

l)omb.s were dropped on tlie ChTinan communi- 
cations and billets ; a train was blown up, an 
ammunition depot, tired, and an airphme 
resting on the ground ch'st roytal. 'J'he eiU'iiiy 
air squadrons ventured to i*ngag(' ours ; several 
w(‘re damaged, but at nightfall three of our 
own wt*re missing. A I'htKs c‘uiT<\s[)ontU‘nt 
enahlc's us to uialerstand tla? feelings of the 
otlic-ers responsiblt^ for the planning of those 
a‘.*rial raids ; 

It is imincns(‘Iy inir to \va(rh n, .‘■tiiuidroii 

.->iarting oif on soni(» «li>^livnl aiul glaring eiiliTpri^f, huL 
va^'llv tuoie thrillin;^ to soi* t hriii t-oiiu' lionii'. 1 1 tliiring 
tlio liino that his jiim aio a\va> that I In' (Mnninaii<lin<^ 



[Of/.tifil t'holnfjraph. 

INTERIOR OF SIGNAL EXCHANGE DURING THh: BATTLE. 


Juid been strengthening the positions gained 
by them near Guillemont, and hatl advanced 
their posts at some points on tlie plattMU, 
north of Baz(*ntin-le-Pctit. The sun man* heat 
of this day was, however, st» fierce a.s t«> re- 
strjiin active movements, so that lliero was 
comfiarative quiet along the batth'-front . 
Vast clouds of dust raised by tla^ motor- 
lorries itddcd to the discomfort of the soldiers 
working manfully in a swtdtcring at in<>sph<‘re. 
The combined dust and haze impeded aerial 
observations for artillery purposes, but without 
jjrovcnting the Royal Flying Corps that day 
doing a good deal of useful work in the shape 
of several bombing raids. Seven tons of 


ollicMT ha.-! th(' aiixiixi.s tiino that ho ha-i to ;:,o 

through. I l>a\ JaiUMl, in ini»»or Uio anxioty uf 

.such a viyil. 

'riu'y lia.cl ;^onr, v(‘ry <hi'rrf iilly a ml with ahnoKt no 
words .Maid, on a lon^': and da.np:orons tli^ht. f)Vor the 
om*my*.s torritory. A laigo fli^iil. of onr (i^htin^ iiia.oltinod 
.snaring in the .sindij^ht, into and hc\vond t ho olomU, is a 
*-i^ht iiii)ro hoantiful than any flook f)f birds that fly. 
'i'hoy liad all disapf>oarod into the distant hluo, and 
nothing then nsnainod hiit tf» wait. Would tlioy atta.in 
1 lioir **nd ? Ami if thoy di<l, how iminy would coino 
hack V It is norvons work waitin;^;. ovon for an aoci- 
dontal outsidor. Kor tho oominandor who ha-^ -.oiil thorn 
on thoir orraml it is trying t.o a. dogroo. 

At last thoy oaino om» .singly, and, after some minutos, 
anuthor and tliori anotlior and anothor, till at last tho 
tiilo was coinploto. Thoy ha<l all coino liornc .sn.f(‘ly, nml 
they tiiwl dont' what thoy liiul boon sent to do -as tlio 
way of our ainnen i.s — down to tbo la.st detail. 

Arrived at their doslination, thoy liad tlropjx'd down 
from tho tliz/.y hoiglits at whioh, on snoh an orraml, thoy 



420 


THE TIMES JIISTOliY OF THE WAIT 


fly, iiiifl tlji'M iiH't hodical I y. oia* ajmthrr. tla-y lanl 

• loia* th(‘ir work. l•'I■<)ln that an airiiiarr.s 

• •v«* can \vat<*h t ha conr^n of hi-; h«)inh in clcjir waatlu'i* iinl il 
It iKlnnlly Mtrikcs the ^ironiifl. So they hail .si^en tlieni 
tall ; t liey hail ^een them -strike the rail\Na.y trucks atnl 
'station aial the depol where the store,', were k<*j)t. Kach 
ha<l had his object iiial each had fonnd it. 'rhf*y had seen 
the })oinh'> e\plosi\'e and ine<‘ndiai\\- — strike true, they 
laid seen the wroekaen and the smoke and the flames 
and tliey knew' that their work had hi'ori thorough. And 
only tlio last, had been tired at. 

At less than 2,r>tM) feet an a.nt i-ainratt gtni shoukl ]ia\ e 
littio trouble in finding an airplane. Ik-rhafis the iiumi 
with tlie “.Archies” wen* having flieir after-lunchcon 
na[) -the day was very hot. So all our machines but one 
had droppesi lln‘ir bombs mil hurrieilly, but with 
precision before tin* enemy's guns spoko — and then 
t la'V sjioke liarmle.ssly 

“Oh, yes; they came jiretty near.” the pilot of tla* 
last machine said casually; “nothing unn.--ual.” Kor 
t h(^He men to lm\e the sliell', eviiloilin:^ “ pretty near* 



abmit tlii'ir ears is a daily incident, 'rhey m(?r(‘ly report 
it, saying they wore fired at by a gun at siich-and-.such a 
place, miic li as if they said tliat they had lunched there. 

Oil Tuosilay, August 1, the enemy, whose 
nrtillery, like our own, had been very active? 
(hiring the preceding night, attacked the 
Hrifish trenehes nortli of J3azeritin-le-Pet it 
jwid was re] )i list'd. To cover his discomfitnrt^ 
lie elaimcHl to have; beaten off a British assault 
iKuir Higli Wood. At tho sanio time the Ger- 
mans ali(‘g(‘d that a Kronch aiivance at Maure- 
pas, “ carrit'd out by eight waves of attackers.” 
had beem completely dc'feated, and that in the 
ev(*ning a hVt'iich attack at Monacu Farm had 
lu'cn ntterly repulsed “ after violent fighting.” 
As the Frtdieh did not take the offensive, but 
victoriously bc'at off sev(.;ral (!Ount-er-attaeks 
during tla? day, and as Monaeu Farm was not 
nssaulted, l)ut ccjiitinued to be held by the 
Krt'nch, tho (Jt'niian statem(‘nts wen,' entirely 
without foundation. Perha|)s llie imaginar\' 
siieeess was claimed in e('h'hration of the; second 
anniversary of the out break of war. 

Tlie next du-y (August 2) the Cliief of tin* 

( h'rrnaii Army Gonuiiand painted a ])ieture of 
th(‘ batth' of th(‘ Sonunc* for the ( h'rman peO[)l(‘ : 

♦Since Ihn beginning nf the Anglo- Krimeb olTnn.sivn on 
(In mI in hhiglnnd “Tho CIroil 
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BRITISH SOLDIERS TOSSINO CIOARETTF.S TO HERMAN I'RISONKRS. 


SwTM'j) ” ti. nioiitli lias iluvv oIh|>s(m 1 , <lurit>g wliicli, 
iHcordiiii; (u tairlii'r aiiiimiiMctnciil s hy our oncniios. a.ii 

<‘Mcirrliii;i MioviMiHMit wu-. 1(1 l)(* I'oiiipict ('(I at. all cosl.s. 
It will now Im* iisolul to (•xa.miiic lai(*ll\' what has Imm'ii 
acliiovcd, 

rhou^li on a trout- of ahoiit 28 Uiloriu't r(*s (1').', inilcs) 
1 hoy ha\o driv'on a W('dy(‘ of ahont four k ilotiiolros (2.1 
inilos) depth, tlu'y t luaii.seK tvs will not a■^s«‘r•t, after their 
e\porieii(;(‘s tif duly 20. 22, 21, and .*{0 that tlie <it*rmaii 
lino lias IxHMi .shakt'ii at any point. 

L’his siieetvss (^ost the kai^hsh. aeeia'dinjj, to eandiil 
csl iriiates, a- loss of at least 2d0,00(t men. 

Kor an estimate of the- French losses m this fiyhtiii^^ iki 
detinilii havis is at- tan* disposal, hut. a.-< they had to h(*ai 
t ho hrunt of the hattle, their iosse,-, niU'-t .ilso he heav\ , 
in spiti' of their ^^realer military skill. 

riio ttilal losses of our enemies must , t lierelta’c, ammmt 
to about- dolt.OOO, whil(* ours, tlaai^ih n*,.: ret t able, eannot 
b“ eomjiart'd with theirs so far as numbi rs are eoneernetl. 

Tilt* trut li \vn.s l)(*ttor si at cm I ])y ( h'tit'rtil 

Joffro ill Jiis Army Order of August I : 

Y (jur third year of w.ir begins. l<'or two years \ on 
ha.ve horrm without tlinehin;^ the w eieht of an imrek'nt me 
.struggle. You have bnaight to iimight all the jilans of 
the (m<‘my. V(ju beat them on the Marne, stopped them 
on th(4 Yser, and defeat<u| them in Artois and (Miam[)agne 
while they were vainly seeking victory on t las Uussian 
plains. 

riien. hy your victorious stand in the live months’ 
battle, you hav(^ shattered tlie (Jerriian striving h(*for«? 
Venluii. I’hanks to your stubborn valour tho Armies 
of our Allies have been able to forge weapons the weight, 
of which our foes are to-day finding upon all fronts. 'I'ho 
moment is at hand when, under our eorninon pressun*, 
iJeririan military pow'cr will collapse. 

Soldiers of France, you may he proud of tho work 
iilrcady aceoraplished. You aro resolved to carry it 
through to the end. Victory is certain. 

Sir Douglas Haig, too, was no le.ss oonfidoiit. 
He said : 


(«rea.t Hntaiii, whieli hai-H si'aled on the hattlelield .in 
elernal cnirnft' wdth Fra-nee, will range lieivself to the end 
bevidr lipi* iiohle .Ally in the attainment of the neeessarv 
reparation for the imjii'-f ac.^re^.^iiai of the (leriiiamc 
l•'mpire. 

d’o (li’md. Htilaitrs services Ceiicuul Jlcxjuc's, 
the h^rciiicdi .Minister of War, rc'])lying to a 
b‘ttc*r of Mr. Lloyd fbnirge, l)on‘ ungrudging 
t rihntc* : 

I gns't- your soh her- . (mii* gallant brother- in arms, wdio 
have ha->tened from all |>art s ot thi* Hriti-'h I'.mpiri' tor 
tli(‘ deteiiro of ii\ ili/at ion against- the (lermaiiie hordes 
a.nd are ba'iiK'd iii Armies wlio -e [lov. ( t fiil organi'/.al ioii, 
eff(Mti‘<l in so short a, t iiiK*. will niriain in hist » ay a subjiM-t. 
oi admiration, hi Ihv' hallles wlui li they arc* waging at 
oiir -^ides your splendid -oldier.^ daily give us a proof of 
their iiii-'ha kahle lirmue'-- and heroism. The soldiers of 
the Ih'puhlie are pnaid to ha\ i^ siieh e.omrades and 
greet with cut hu'-insm their hnlhaiit- sueecss(‘s. 

Deeisixe battles are raging. .\t- the hour chosen liy tho 
Allies, ill complete unity of action, we an* attacking tho 
eiH'iiiy, who will .soon .s<*e his dn'.tm of domination vanish 
and will totter rm all fronts. I’owerfully organi/.ed for 
th(*--e battles, a.himdantty provided with all the means 
and materials which they lacked at the he;.(lmiing, and 
ileejily eonseions of the rolr. they aro playing at this 
moment in the, world for the triumph of riglit and justice, 
your Armies ami ours, wdth those, of our faithful Allies, 
will continue without eessat ion t his struggle, which will, 
pi*rhaps, still be long and fierce, but wbieb will bring 
victory to our glorious tlag'>. 

On August 2 a light liroe/.c^ tc*inj)ernd tin* 
groat hcuit. 'J"ho air rcuuainod lia/.y, })ut did 
not provont our arlillory, in cof)j)(Tation with 
thy Royal Flying Corps, from destroying 
seven gun c*mplaeements, six ammunition 
dumps iic*ar (Irande.ourt, two mil(‘s nortli-east 
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of 'rhi»'‘|>\nl, aiiotluT amimmition <lc|»o1 at 
( ‘ourcclrt to, and s(5V(‘ral otlua* omplaocmcnts. 
A f(‘\N' liostil(‘ airplanes ernsse<l f)ur lint's, 
but wt're s|)(‘(.*dily di‘i\'en })ael<, one Ix'in^ 
brou'^lit. (l<»\\n and anotln'r injured. I'lu' 
tVeneli <;has(*r-planes ^^'(‘re still inoi’e sneet'sstni. 
St.'rjj;<‘ant (Miainat bfonsjlit down liis st'venlli 
and ei;j;litli (Jerinan niaeliines, and 11; otlu'r 
t'lK'niy airplanes wc'rt^ st'rionsly daina^t'd. 
Noilli of the SoinuM' the Frnah stormed a 
work hetwt'en .Monaeu Farm and Ht'in Wood. 
One hundred (Jermaii eorpses were found in 
it, anti four mitrailleiisi's wt’rt' tiiken. 8ev«‘ral 
(German attaelvs against M4)naen l''arm, dt** 
li\'t*n'«l aflt'i’ sunset, \\ eie re])nlsed, and llu‘ 
new [)Osil ions lx ‘tween the farm and J lem Wood 
W(‘ri' ])nt in a propt'r state of dt‘fenei\ 

Jn (he l‘]stret‘s region stait h t>f the i'i\'er a 
(Jei’man tri'iieli nortli-west of l)eniee»>nrt and 
somi' prisoners wt're eaptnred. 'Tw*) ef>nnter- 
attaeks l)y the ein'iny for tlie rt'eovt'ry of the 
lost position wt're n'pnised. 

August 3 was the sixit'enth day on whieh no 
rain ha«l fallen, and tht' la‘at eontinued to be 
very trying (o the opposing soldieries. All 
tlu'ough Iht' night the (Jerman artillery liad 
boon pounding our lint' frtan Malt/. Horn Farm 
to Eongiieval, the village t)f Pt>/ieres and 
])oints in tht' haekgrountl, sueh as Frieoiirt, 
Hot'ourt, and what had onet' been ^laiiic't/ 


Wood, hut Wirs now littlt> mtae than a toil' 
fiistnl iitaj) t>f tindier with a few’ njisfantling 
trtM' st limps. At dawn t lit' t'neniy tirt' slaekt'ned, 
but later thi‘ CJermans intermitti'utly main- 
tained a barragt} wt'st and south-west of 
J^ozieres, J.,ongueval, M.unetz anti (^xtorpillar 
oods. Linder the eovt'r rif tlarkness four 
strong (Jt'rman detatrhments nifivetl on l_)elvillo 
Wood, ^riieir approach was dt'tt'cted, but nt> 
ntitiee was takt'ii of it until (hi'y wert' within 
c.los<' rangt'. "riit'ii they wt're greeted with 
machint'-gun anti rifk' fire anti with bombs. 
''Lhey (piickly turnt'd back, leaving ht'aps of 
dead and woundt'd behind them. We, in our 
turn, tt)ok flit* oflensive on tlu^ ^rtl and gained 
somt' ground north t>f Jhi/ent in-le-Pet it by a 
btanbing attack, anti there was sov'ere fighting 
rountl Ikizieres and farthi*r west. Our heavN' 
guns, which luul alst) bt't'ii actively engagetl 
through tilt' night, drove the enemy by theii’ 
fire fif high-ex})losivm shell from a strong point 
betw’t'en Po/ieres and Thiepval. Tho (Germans 
scuttled back frt)m it across the opt'ii, and were 
mowed dtnvn by tlu^ shrapnel of tho Pritish 
fieltl arlilltM'v. It was an atlmirablo example 
of the combinetl use of ht'avy and field artillery. 

Xtirth of tht> Stinune battlefieltl, in the* Poos 
sali^'iit, (Jerman and British trench mortars 
were engagt'tl in a brisk exchange of projectiles, 
aiul wo bombarded the enemy’s lines near the 
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Holioiizollorii HodoTibt, while the (lennan 
guns shelled villages near Arras and Arinenl itTt's 
ami exploded a small mine near Souehez. 
The French diiriTig the night had dropped 
projectiles from their airplanes on the stations 
of Ham and Noyon, and on tla^ llrd, French 
airplanes bronglit down four enemy macdiines, 
one near Guillemont, two near Mai:repas, 
Nand a fourth in the Barlenx region. Snl)- 
Lieuteiiant Cnynemer was responsible for (he 
last. It swelled his l>ag of (ierman aeroplanes 
to twelve. South of the Somme a Gorman 
attack south of lOstrees was beaten off. 

It will 1)0 remembered that, according 
to Sir Douglas JHaig’s plan, Sir Mulx'it Gough 
was to make ‘‘ a steady, methodical step-by- 
step advance.” On August 4 it vas decided 
to attack the Thiepval salitait, wlii<*h formiMl a 
strongly pn^pared fortress jutting out towards 
our fronts. The assault was to be mad<^ from 
the south sidis betwi'cn 0\'ilh‘rs-la Boisselh' 
and Poziores. About Pozien's (he highest 
ground is just abov(^ and north-eastward of tlw' 
village along the Allx'rt -Bapaume road. 'Then' 
wo had already bitten into (lie G(‘rman s(*cond 
line system of tnaiehes just east of tlu' top 
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of the village. On a front of some ,*1,000 \ ards 
westward from this point to another point 
almost duo north of Ovilh'rs-la Boisselle ISjr 
Hubert Gough made preparations for an 
ad\'ance. From Fozieres Australian troops 
with taiglishmen from Surrey On t lu'ir left, in 
tlu' open, and beyotid this Sussex and tlaai 
Kentish regiments, were to push forwai-d. 
<)pposi(e to tlu'iu in two [larallel lines of 
tii'iiehes, in int » i‘mediate and sni)port tr(»neh(‘s, 
in <leej) dug-outs and redoubts, lay bidden 
< li't aehiiHMit s of the (Jerman 17th and ISth 
J\eser\'e |)i\isions of the t)t h lU'sei xa' Ca)i‘p.-', 
r(‘infore(‘d b\' units of tlM> I Ith PjMissian (*oi-ps 
and b\’ Frsatz llattalions. Ib'hind 1 he ( J(‘rman 
def(‘nees al)(>\t‘ ()\illers-la lloisselle stood on! 
tlu" ruins of iNIoiupiet (ttalU'd by cair men 
Moo-Cow ”) l^^irm, fring«^«l by shattered trees. 
It was anotluM* of llmse lormidablo forts 
u ith whi<*h tiro Hi it.ish ha,d become so familiar. 

All through the ])revions day (Thursday. 
August li) oiir gnus eeascdf'ssly raiiu'd sladls »)ii 
t ho sidt'cted objective'. Ba-i'lre'd wire entangle- 
ments uc're' torn to piece's, and sire'll e iateu's and 
t.nmble'd ea.rtli r('[>lace'd the* cle'a,n-e*ut tre*nclie*s. 
Ceaire-i'li't t (' and ^lai t intarie*li, in which the* 
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rcserv(‘s won* hiiicloii, Ix'gaTi visibly 
to (triiinlilf* av\'rty. 

"I'owanls dusk tho iiiooii, rose, wlulo 

distniit oorufiolds won* still rod in Ihorays of tho 
disappr^aiin^ sun. Darknoss sot in, and tlio 
(karnans, alarriK'd by tla^ violenon of our gnn- 
iiro, disobar^od oorusoations of lirilliant lights 
ill tlio dinoiion of t)io Britisli tronclics. At 
^r<*at risk inoii jumped up aial kiok(‘d off tJio 
Imrniiu^ projoelilos. J3()uc|uots of ^as sliolls 
<losoi*udod ill till* British liiH*s and masks had 
to bo donned. About 9 ]).m., when Micro was 
still some twilight loft, our troops leapt forward. 
On Mil* left the Kontish soldiers’ immediate 
object iv<j was a trench rimninj^ diaj^onally 
across the* ground in front of Mouquet Farm. 
'J’Jio ground in front of it had b(‘(‘n na-on- 




noitrcal before the attack bt^gan by the colonel 
in eoinmand, accompanied by c.me of his cap- 
tains. Ife now k^d his men against the trench, 
or u hat was k*ft of it. With bomb and bayonet 
it was rapidl^^ cleared. Many of the enemy 
siirrc'ndert'd, cjtliers fled' from the farm or took 
refuge in the numerous dug-outs. Some of 
the.so were more than usually elaborate. One 
of tliem was a veritable two-storey subt<5rra- 
nean villa. It consisted of six rooms, a kitchen 
and signalling station. The upper rooms wore 
15 fc‘et, the lower 30 feet, beneath the surface. 
Bc^antiful tapestries, handsome carpets, com- 
fortable furniture, cupboards full of wine, 
spirits, liqueurs and cigars, female apparel, 
reveak^d the tastes of its occupants. W'atei 
and electric light were laid on. In another 
dug-out there were camp beds for 120 .soldiers. 

The Mermans rallied, and bombing parties 
from Mouquet Farm advanced against our 
men, hut werc^ cut down by a young ofheer 
with a Lewis gun. 

To the right f'f the Kentish troops thc^ men 
of Sussex and Surrey parried all before thorn, 
whiles tin* Australians from Pozieres burst 
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A GERMAN TRENCH. 

Inset : German duii-out. 

through the Cornian linos arid captun 1 (h<* 
cn‘st of the ridg(! abovo (Vnircolotti* and 
Martiii])uich. Tii phicos wo had gain(*d as 
Tiinoh as (>()n yards iu do])th. 

Of th(' incid<‘Tits whioli o<*cunod soiiio ina\ 
ho rtilatf'd. 

tlio onoiiiy para])of was n'aoJiod a. 
'^oUlior, woinidod in tJu' knoi*, h'll iiilo a ora.! or, 
w hom ho n'stod witli liis foi't in tho air. W'hoii 
tho stretcher -boarors arrivod th<\y found lu’in 
-inging at tho top of l)is voice. “ Si'ud shot aiul 
shell. ” Till' loader of a l>oinbirig |)a,r(y w»!.s 
twice blown off tlio stops descending into a 
♦ renoh. JIo picked himself 14 ), took ])ossession 
of an enemy bomb store and, at the la^ad of 
his men, used the bombs to such off<H*t that 
the trench was quickly his. A patrol whicli 
had got ahead of the line found itself isolated 
and fired at on both flanks. Onc» of th<^ mc*n, 
silhouetted against flares and Verey lights 
doubled back to report his comrades* position. 
He wa.s told that the patrol was to retire. lh‘ 
returned safely to it, and with a Lewis gun 
covered its retreat, killing some 50 of tln^ 
enemy. 

During the night of the 4th -5th the enemy 


dc*hvcr(‘d a scri<*s of counter-attacks, employ- 
ing, among otlna* w('apoti'-', tlio liorriblo flami*- 
throwers, but ibi‘ir efforts to recove/ the lost 
])ositioii wiT(^ ima\nilimr.* ()f)]iosed by the 

'Tin* ••fTrrI (>1 llif waA lo stiliiralr mul 

sfl fiu fin* < he clot of it liil. '’riial the 

result rt gainful hy this hnitul wcupfui were of tu> military 
\ hIik! was iiuiii'at (*< I hy t he followi report t>f an i»nieer : 

“ Its olT<!ct may he vi-ry ea.-ily exji;^:/< rated. W hen ynn 
sec it for ilu? first fjjjpie it rather t;i\<'s yon tin* jninpH. It. 
looks like a hi^j; f^as j(‘l eoiiiin^ towards yon, aral your 
natural instinet is to jump hin-k and 1. out «>f the wiay. 
A tiiati who thinks not|^ng of a shell or a >>nllet may not 
like tho prospect of being s<*orehef| or mastisl hy fire. 
Hut in iny experience the elTeetive range of i]iv J/tini men 
mer/rr is very limited, aiul the man who nninipnlates if 
as ofton as not is shot or hornhod hy onr fellow's. 'I'hey 
call it dovil’.s fin*, hut w hen they re<*o\ er from llrcir first 
fright they care for it as little as they do- well, say foi 
tho devil himself. "I'lio actual easi's r>f hurniiig by devil’s 
lire have been very few.’* 'rhen' was, how'Over, eviilenee 
to slAiw that nt first the Jl*tmm.rnwcrJcr <hd T>rodnee 
eoiisitlerable effirets, and it is (*ertain that these wimo 
obtaiiiCil at the cost of gri*a( torture to the men Irit. 
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night tlio Anstraliaiisi in tlio fat*(' of shrapia'l 
and inachino-gun lire .slorniod soma (hainaii 
tronchos. Part of thn troops inissad llioii* 
way, witli the result (hat only a- fraction 
of the attackers reaclu'd their oI>je<dive. 
'Thoy were led by a youinr rasnianian olhecr. 


r(*ar. 'i'lie Pasnianian dragged a j)rison{'r 
\\ it h hini to a. spot wliia’e (h'rinans were 
^^aving a white ehilli. dd>i'y surrcndcici,!, 
and ho \\<'nt iu‘\t (<» the (Mid of tla* (r(Mich still 
ht‘ld l>y the (Miemy and Ixnnhet.l hint for an 
hour. AlttM* r<‘ctM\inLr two ord(M*s to retire, ho 



HNEMIES IN THE SAME TRENCH. 

French soldiers in the foreground are divided from the Cjermans in the distance 

only by sandha^ travel scs. 


wlio ran along tlu' trench with a. r(^\'ol\er. 
.shooting 0t3rinan after (don nan. Ivotilliiig his 
rovolvor ho killed four more. A (lennan 
then threw a bomb at him. but lie was for- 
tunately not injnn^d. The bomber was at 
oneo .shot, and liis companions bolted to th«' 


w'itlidrow witli his prisoner'. “ Tluac is no 
reasf>n, as far as \ can sec," Lord Kit(dienor had 
said on .lanuary 1 L LMO, at Melbourne, " why 
the national forties of Australia should not 
* make' their standard of olhi it'ncy on a par with, 
if m>t higluM* than, tliost^ of tla; military Po\\(M's 




[Otjit'ial pho^t^raph. 

AWAITINC; THEIK TURN IN THE TRENCHES. 


<it lsiiro|»o rlscwlitTc." 'Phiit jud^nirnt 

lini provtMl to hi‘ <*om‘c*t in tiallipoli. 

in KlMii<l(‘rs, and in l*icard\. 

fln' (5(‘i*inans woro taking the otT<‘nsi\<- 
a^^ainst Sir H nlx'ri ( Jou^h, Sir Henry Kawliiison 
his in t luM J uilk'inont r<‘^ion. During 
the ni^hi of the Tth-Sfli (In- Hritish advanred 
hri ween Liai^urval and Mail /. Horn Karni. 
'The tro<»ps on the <‘Ntrein«‘ rif^lit earri('d the 
treia-hes in tia'ir \\ay and pushed «)ti to t h< 
hi; 4 h ground dut'! south of ( i uiilei uont ; l)in 
their neiiJ:! ihours ^nt lumjj: up in tla* daikiu*s>. 
'The lentie. on the other hatid, traversed tin* 
(ierinan lines and t'litered (hiillemont itst'lf. 
'I'h<*\ \\oik<‘d through the luins to the south 
t'astt'i'n eoi’uer and dug tln'inselves in. Separ 
ated from theii* sup|)orts hy the enemv' in the 
iMist of (iuilU'tnont i\nd unsupported by tlieit 
eomra<les on right who had been hung 

np, t lu*\' were isolated. In the <‘ourse of the 
Sth some made their wa\ baek. Others were 
killt'd or taken |>|psoners. North ot (biillemont 
some grpund was gained, and a maehine-giin 
position near the railway station taken. I^nt 
our m»'n \\t'rt' in)t able to eaptiire the ridg«‘. 
and, as the ground to the south tvf ibiilleinoiit 
was dominated by tln‘ garrison of this villagi^ 
and by ,tlu* (u'rmans on the plateau and in 
tiu' w’Ot>ds to the north, it had IxM’oine evident 


that Guillomoiit could not b<^ ea])tur«‘d as an 
isolatt'd enterprise witliont. very heavy loss. 
Arrangements were thereforo made with th(j 
VreiK'h for a si'ries of cojiibincd attticks to Ix^ 
d<*livt‘nMl in progressive stage's against Maur(*})a,s, 
Vulfeaiiont Farm, tJuillemont, Ja‘u/.e Wood, and 
(JiiK'hy. Frc'iieli at tla* emd of tlio after- 

noon of the 7th had ])re*j)ared for this by 
carrying a lino of tri'iielu's b(*tw'<*t‘U tho Hem 
Wood and Hie Sommes east of iNIoniiCU Farm. 
'They luul captured 1 'Jb ])risoners and 12 
maehiiu' guns. H\^ this stieeess Hk'V tliroaten(‘d 
lla^ Hank of tlu' ^rann'pas-Fomblos-Sailly- 
SalUsel peisition. South of the' rive'r tlu'ir 
artillery had di'stroyed t'lu'iny batte*ries in th<‘ 
regieai of IJlions, whiles their ae'roplanes liad 
wn'<*k('d two (h'rman eafitive balloons and 
brought elowii seve'ral maehiiu's. Hnring the 
Sth our Allies assistcnl Sir Henry Hawlinsoii 
by aelvaiK'ing east of Hill l‘h), north of Hard<*- 
«*<au*t, anel senzing a small wood and a trend i 
imrth eif tlui Hem Wooel. '^INvo counter- 
attacks by the enemy east of Moiauai Farm wen' 
beaten off, anel 230 prisoners, induding tw’e> 
othe*«'rs, taken. 

On A\igust It) it was announcoti that the' 
King had just returned from a wcc'k's visit 
tei his Army. His Majesty arrives I in France 
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oil Tuesday, August 8, and after liis formal 
reception by Freneli otlieers of high rank and 
by a guard of lionour of tho Nortli Stafforiishiro 
liegiment, tliree-quarters of \\lioiii \vt‘re men 
convalescent from wounds, ho went to Sir 
Douglas Haig’s headquarters, where the situa- 
tion was fully discussi‘d an<l tho ditails of 
his Majesty’s tour ma])]ied out. With his 
characteristic energy every hour of his tim<i 
was fully em])loyed, and thus ho was able to 
make a thorough inspc'ction of tho forct's. 
From froiat to rear he saw everything there 
was to bo seen — men and matca-ial, trcmehes 
and the av'onuos of supply to thorn, sick an<l 
W'oundod, and tho organizations which look 
after them. Many of his solditirs were s|.>ok(‘n 
to, many hundred thousands of them saw him. 
Ho visited them at rest in their bilh^ts, n'posing 
from their arduous w^ork at tho front, and nls«) 
in tho advanced lino within sound of the guns, 
ready to attack. 

Tho King saw^ Gen<‘ral tioffro aiid General 
Foch, who had been commanding tli<‘ Fnaich 
advance on the Somme, and gave tho G.(’.^l.( h 
to Geriiral Fayolle and General Halfourier, 
bi'sides investing other oOieers with the (^.IJ. 
or C.M.G. and giving twt'lve D.S.O.’s to h’p iK'h 
oilie(^*rs. He also ])inned the \.C. on tlie bn ast 

r 


ot Pri\a.t(* A. H. l*it>clor, of a. Territorial 
Battalion of the IJverpool Begiment. 

On Sunday the 12th the King \'isited tie' 
li*ft of the Line ami attended Divine Ser\ i< 
and then went on to sc'e tiu' King and (hieen 
of the Jk'lgians, ami (list rihutt'd the Distin- 
guishe<l Si'rviee Onler and the Military ( ’ro.-s 
l<» Jk'lgian olhet'rs and th(‘ Disl inguisht'd (’on- 
iluet Medal to Jk'lgian soldiers. 'J’o the (^hieen 
he ga\'0 the Ivoyal Ited Gross in toki'n of his 
a.p]»rei‘ial ion of the exeelhait. work she h>ul done 
in the military liospita.ls. 

Bef«>i‘e his excursion to Ic'ft of the line tlu' 
King had gone to tin' imuK'diati' front, of battle 
on tlu^ ‘.Kin and he Jia.d b<*en taken to a position 
fi’om which a front. vi<‘w of thr^ op])o>ing 
treiu'h lines, wa,s to be had. Grom it a wick^ 
I'xpanse of count i\\', from StaiclM'z on th<' kd’t . 
])y T^a Folie Farm, and Xcmi\ ilk* St. N’aast to 
AiTa.s on tlni right, wa.s clearly ^•isil>le, while 
imm4‘<hately in his front was tin* \'iiny Bidg** 
w hei*t' so much sever** fighting ha.*i ])r('\ i»)usly 
ta,k<*n place. To reach this vi*‘W' point, it wa*- 
nec'cssary to yiass through mim'd villages and 
along a roa.d which had Ix'cn rc'cn'nt 1\’ sh**lk'<l 
and w hich w as w ell w it hin r**a,ch of host ik* guns. 

On August 10 the King \isit*‘(l the a(‘tual 
scc'ic' of t Ih* Sommc' tight ing. lie w a.s on <.* round 
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which was more or less frequently under fire* 
of the Germans, whoso shells were often pla<*ed 
not only on tlie section where h(’ was bul m.1>o 
on tlio country behind it. Leaving tlieir mol nr- 
ears at a ])oint near our old front tri'iiclK^s (see 
coloured map wliieh forms front ispiect' of 
Vol. IX.) the King and his staff walked over the 
ground on which some of tlie ti(‘rc(‘st tight inir 
of the early days of July took place. The posit ui 
as it was at the time w}k‘m our forw ard niovtanenf 
began was explained to In’in and then the part\ 
went over what liad been the intervening spare 
between tlio hostile lines before tbo I5riti-.li 
advance, but which was now* iiuluded within 
our own occupation. It was a desolat(' and 
Jiorrifying siglit. The whoh' surfae<‘ was pitted 
with sln‘11 lioles or bj^^ tbo <.*ra.ters of min»‘s, 
while scattered about w'<.*re broken fragments 
<^)f w av materiid — sandbags, wire entanglcMiu'iits, 
timber wbieb liad served to sliore up treneht-.. 
scraps of uniform, and tlu^ thousand and one 
things which the tcrrilJi' (ire }ia.d t w istt^l and 
turned out of shaj^o till tlieir original ])urpo'^e 
could Ijc with diniculty diseerned. 

Next the King visited some of the eaptuved 
(Jennan trenolw's. Here lie could ^ee tlx* 
thorough way in wJiich our artillery hat] done 
the work of destruction, i)ara])Cts le\(‘1l<‘d wilh 
the grtjiind, wire ('ntanghiiu'Tits torn to frag- 
ments. One of tlio German dug-outs was 
visited. The King tlu‘n returned to a. j>osition 
behind tlie I5ritish line wdiicli ai't'orded a fair 
^’i(wv of the area, of actual conflict. Mamet/, 
was immediately below him, ( 'out alma ison 
behind it and liigher iqi, Kricourt- on k*ft , 
and Thiepval lu'voud on the sjair whicli forms 
the south side of the Ancre alley. JLU her iiioro 
to east but on the same long ridg*- of high 
ground was Pozieres. which w’(' had taken little 
over a fortnight before and whieh was now 
b<‘ing aetividy .shelled by its late j)ossessoiv. 
'J’he King could also s<m* Montauba.n, and ])art 
of Bcrnafay and Troncs Wood, and more to tla* 
north above the hitter Longueval and sonw 
indication of J)clvillc Wood, names which will 
be f<ir ev(T associated witli tlie fl<>a.th!css courr.'ie 
of bis troops. 

Jt is easy to understand how much the 
soldiers appreciated the King coining uf> to 
the front into the area of danger. On his way 
homo the King’s way led through miles of 
delighted soldiers ; at every village and canqi he 
was given a great reception. Ho passed through 
the Headquarter.s of theAn/.ac troops, and hero 
he stopped to express his high ap]m‘eiation of 


4:11 

th(* glorious work liis troops had doin'. Once 
more ho was greet'd with ht'arty eliei'i-s. as h(' 
was again wlien Ik* eneount('n'd an Australian 
brigade' oii its way liack from thi' front to a 
wdbearned rest InJiiiul tin* lines. 'Tlu* brigade 
was halted W'hiai it learni'd the King was cfiming, 
and when he riaiehed them and drove slowly 
by tlie eliei ring Avas triaiu ndous. 

After a. wei'k of sln'iiuous wig’k the King 
|•eturnod to Kngland, Iiaviug first, issued tho 
following Order to liis troops : — 

' OiMCKUs. N.G.O.'s AM) Mi n. 

Tt has been a gri'at. jileasun* and satisfac- 
tion to mt' to be witli my Armies during the 
[last w<‘ck. .1 lia\c Ix'cii abk* to judg(* for 
myself of tlieir s]»l»‘ndid I'ondition for war 
and of the spirit of elu'erfiil conlid(Mie(' which 
anima.t<‘s all ranks, united in loyal <*t)opcra- 
t ion to llM'ir Ghit'lV and to one anotlier. 

Since my hist visit to the front there has 
been almost iminl ernipted fighting on p.u’ts 
of our line. Th<* oftensivi* r('ccntly begun 
has since b<*en resoluti'ly inaintaiiK'd by day 
and by nighl. 1 bavi' liad opportunities of 
\isiting some of tlu^ sc(‘iu‘S of tia' Ja.ter 
desp(‘rato struggles, and of appn'cia,ting, to 
a. sligld (‘xtent, the demands me.d«‘ upon 
your courag(‘ and physical i‘ndura.nc(' in 
order to a.ssa.il and capture positions pre- 
par'd during th(' pa.st. twt) Vi'ars and stoutly 
d<*fended t o the last . 

r ha.v<' r<*ali/,ed not only tlu^ S]')leudid work 
whieli Inis btuai doin* in immediate' toue'h 
Aiith the^ (iicmy in the air, under ground, 
as Wi'll as on tin' ground- but also tin' vast 
organizat ions bi'liiini the tigld ing line, honour- 
able alike* to the) ge'iiius e»f the* initia.tors ami 
t‘) the heart and banel of tlu' workt'rs. Kve'ry- 
wlie're) there is proerf that all, me*n and weanen, 
arc pla.ying tbe*ir ]>art, ami T rejoice' to think 
their m^bk* ('fforts an* Ix'ing he*artily seiceinded 
by all chLsse's at lioiue. 

'Fhe'. happy relations maintaine'el by my 
Annie'S a, ml t ho-e' of our I’reir^h Allie s '.wn* 
I'fjually notice'abk' l)ctwf*('n my tre>e)ps and 
the* inhabitants e>f the distrie*ts in wliicb the^y 
are? ejuarte'rcd, ami from w'be)m they have 
re*ce*ive'el a. e'ordia.1 welcome c\<*r siiu-e' tlu'ir 
fir.«t arrival in Franc* *. 

J>ei neit think that I aiiel yeair Icllow- 
cegintryme'n forge^t tin* ln'avy sae*ritie*cs which 
the* Annie'S liave made*, a, ml the* brave'ry and 
f'nduraneo they liave disyilayed during tho 
past tw(A ye'ars erf liitte'F conflict. The.'-o 
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sacrificos Jiuvr iiul been in vnin ; the arms 
• >t* tho Allu‘S will jn'ver bo laid down until 
our cause has triumphed. 

T return homo inoro tlian over proud of 
you. 

May God guide you to victory. 

In two days (August 7 and 8) tlve Froncli had 
secured tho wla^le lino of Cta’inun tnMiches on a 
front of 3J miles to a depth of 3.50 to .50t) yards. 
It was an exeelltnit adjunct to tlu^ h)rwcird 
inovoinent of Sir ll\ibert (lough hetweim 
OvilJers-la Hoissello and Pozit'^vs. 'Dio latter’s 
lino on the 8th, it should be added, was v’aiEly 
attacked by tiu' enemy in two places. On the 
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THE KING'S TOUR. 

Mine Craters on either side 
Inset : Making friends with peasents. 

eastern portion of the Leipzig salient, south of 
Thiepval, German bombers approaeliod our 
trenches. They were easily repulsed. North- 
west of Pozieres, four attacks supported by 
flammeiiwerfer were delivered by tho Germans, 
but they only managed to siaze about oO 
yards of our trench. It was but a small set oft 
to tlie heavy loss sustained by them. 

To appreciate what was being achieved by 
Sir Hubert Gough’s right wing we must remem- 
ber tho ditticulties oneountered by it. The 
southern face of tho Thicpv’ul plateau was a 
bare surface pitted all over with a ])erfect nt't- 
work of craters raused by our high-explosive 
shell, the only variant to this destnurtion being 
a tew isolated tree trunks. On tho west then' 
was a steepisli dip; but from Ovillers-la 
rioissello to Mou([uot Farm tho rise in 3,000 
yards was only 30 feet. Every foot of ground 
on this natural glacis was exposed to tho lire 
of the field artillery in Thiepval and the heavy 
guns and liowdtzers hidden in or in tlie out- 
skirts of Courcelette and Graiidcourt and the 
rifle and machine-gun fire of the Germans. 
The glacis itself was intersected by a skilful 
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network of trenches of the most earefiilly 
constructed kind, flanked by machine-guns in 
the caponier-like protrusions such as have been 
already described.* 

On Wednesday, August 9, north-west of 
Pozieres^ — in the region above described — the 
Australians advanced their lines 200 yards on a 
frontage of 600 yards, and nortli of Pozieres 
they bombed enemy trenches and captured 25 
prisoners. 

The fighting from Guilletnont to the Somme 
continued, the Germans in the niglit of 
August 8-9 counter-attacking north of the Hem 
Wood. They were repulsed witli loss exce]>t 
at one point where they gained a footing, from 
which they were soon ejected by our m(»n on 
the 9th. Between tlie Hem ^\^)od and tlic^ 
river the Germans boml^anhul tlu^ Proneli 
organizations with largo calibre slu'lls. Soutli 
of the river they attacked between Lihons 
and tho Chaiilnes railway. They tc^inporarily 
gained a footing at one point, but vvc‘re thrust 
out with tiio bayonet. Sev(‘ral entMiiy guns 
were destroyed l)y our artill(*ry, and some of his 

iSoc Vol. IX., fi. 483. 
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magazines exploded. A train was set on fire 
by our airmen. 

The day was signalizc‘d l>y anotlu^r experi- 
ment in d(‘vilry made by the Oermans. Shrap- 
nel irnbeddi’d in phospliorus which l)iirned the 
flesh were fired at tlie Australians. Tliis was 
quite useless from a military point of view, 
and did nothing but add torture to the wounds. 
The night bi'foni in the Vpres salient there had 
been a Uerinan gas atta<*k, whieli was inef- 
feetnal. 

I'he spell of dry wc*ather now' came to an 
<• 11 ( 1 , and wel(?om<^ show'ers fell on the niglit of 
August 0. 'Die next day, Thursday, in the 
afternoon, two regijiients of fresh ( h^rman 
troops were musf<‘red in the (juarries and 
gully behind IVloiapiet Karm. Soon after 
r> ]).ni. they topped tin* ridge behind the 
i*ozieres windmill and charged down on the 
Aust raliiins. 'I'he charge was preet'ded by a 
heavy shell fire, but ran into a barrage from 
our guns behind our lines. lender shrapnel, 
high-explosive and maeliine-gun fire the waves 
thinned visibly. Only a few of the bravest 
reached our lines, where they were })romptly 
la.id by tla^ heels. In tin* region of Hem W'ood 
the Krench, through rainy and foggy weather, 
contimied to progress duritig the night of the 


9th-10th, and south of the Somme a German 
reconnaissance accompanied by bearers of 
flammenwerjer was repulsed west of Ver- 
inand-Ovillers. 

Another step preliminary to the advance on 
Sailly-Sallisel wius taken by the French on 
August 11. The portion of the enemy’s 
trenches north of the Somme between the 
Hardecourt region and the river opposite 
Buscourt was tlie objective, it being intended 
to bring the French front up to that point on 
the south of the Somme. The third line of the 
enemy, four miles or so long, consisted of 
tliree and, in some places, four trenches, and 
was liberally provided with redoubts and dug- 
outs. In the morning of tlie 11th the French 
seized a wood half a mile norfh of Maure‘])as, 
on the ridge commanding the valley up which 
ran the Feronne-Combles railway. A few 
hours later they gained a (p arry and tw'o little 
woods north of the Hem \Vo(jd. The two 
attacks, which resulted in the capture of 1.50 
un wounded ]>risoners and 10 machine-guns, 
had been pre(.*eded by a severe lajmbardment . 
A counter-attack by the enemy on the (juarry 
at 9 p.m. was repulsed wdth lieavy loss, d’he 
next day our Allies pushed on to assault the 
main (h'rimm position, d’heir advance* parties 
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ponetratod into the Iloin Wood and cast of 
tlio station of Hoiii, wlicrc a groat- ina-iiy 
(.lerniaii corpses wort' dis(M)vcivd ; t tie- soiitlua'ii 
part of Maiirc'pas and the oonict(»ry carried, 
and the French front oxtendtHi eastwards to a 
<lept]i of from OhO to 1, 100 yards. North of the 
road from Maurepas toCli'ry-sur-Sommc and tlie 
crest lino of the ridg<‘ w<\st of Clery villagt', 
uiiwounded prisoners numbering over a thousand 
and 30 machine-guns were st'cun'd by this 
brilliant action. A coimtcr-attaek by th<* 
(Germans failed under Frencli lire, and tliey 
were unablo to recover tlie (!hurch or eta net cry 
of INIaurepas. The same day soutli of th<‘ 
Somme tho enemy tried to assault La Maison- 
nette, but tho attacking waves of men wen’e 
caught by the French l^arrage ami litcrully 
swept away. When night fe'Jl <air Allies \\ere 
victorious at all points, in the Fstrees regi«>n 
they had also executed numerous destructive 
bombardments on th(' hostile* orgu-nizat ions. 

Nor had the Hritisli )><*cn inacti\'e. On tin*, 
night of the lOtli-llth they had ])rogre^>od 
north of Bazent in-le-Ptdit. At /).4o a.nu on 
tho 11th they had rf'pulsed a determined 
counter-atta(*k and north-west of l*ozieres 
they had continued to advance. Late in the 
day the Germans delivered d(\sperate charges 
against the Australians north of JN>zi«Ves. 


(f inunimn tffjn ml f^hotitfitafyh. 

WORK ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE 

They wen* dc*feated with h(*nvy loss. 'Fhese 
successes must havt* r(\joic(‘d the lu'nrt of 
President Poincare, wla) on the 12th had 
visilcMl the British irt*ad(juart(‘rs Staff, and 
inspected tli(^ ground whi(*h had bc'cn compien'd 
i*a8t- of Albert, ddienec* Ik’s ])ro(‘e('ded to tho 
Somme, where he imd (Jc'iK'ral Jolfre. 

On Sunday, August L*l, rain f(‘ll in ])lenty. 
During tin? j)r(*ceding night, we had pushed 
f(»rward south of ( hiill(*mont . North-west of 
Bazf'ut in-l(*-P<*t it, we forced our w ay up 
Munster Alk\\' and broke into tla* new (h'rman 
line running dui* wc*st of High Wood on a 
front of betw<H*n hOt) and 700 yards to a 
dc*pth of oOO yards, whik* Sir Hubert Gough 
<»n a curve approximately a mile in length 
brought his front to within abrmt 200 yards of 
Mou([ia*t Farm. A part (»f Hu* cajitured 
(Jerman trenchc*s wa'^, how'CM'r, in tla* night 
reco\(*r<Ml by tlie iiiemy. 

J^arg<* numbers of (h'rmans obsc*r\'ed b\' an 
aerf>pla!H; to be? conc'cnt rating north of Pozieres 
wi‘re dispers(‘d by artillt*ry lire*. 

North of tho »Sonimo bat t lefieltl raids were 
earric'd out on th(? \'im\^ r*id^e, in the r('gion of 
(^alonm* and east of Armentieres. Mines were 
lirc<l by tlu* Britisli south of the Hulluch 
^piarra‘S, and north of Neu vt* ( ’hapelle, and 
bv the (Jermans a mine* was »*xph)ded south of 





[Opu tiil 

vvouNDFi) (;i:kmans ai a ni<rrisii advanckd dressinc. station. 


St)ii( lu*z. 'I’Im* Ko.xail Flying < Inid on Uir 
I2tli s<‘!it out a stuindfoii ot tlH iiiarhiiics, 
whit'll, A\ith a- loss ot throe, IxhuIxmI airship 
shedsat hrusselsand Naimirand ra il waystat ions 
and sithn^s at Mons, Namur, and (Nairtrai. 

On the Mth an«I loth t he?’e ^^as little to 
reeonl. Sir Iluhert ( Jou^hV troops, howe\ ei*, 
nM'ovt'rtM I nearl\' the whole ol the trenches on 
tin* smitlierii face t)t' the Thiepva! salient norlh- 
w't'st of l*o/aeres, ahaialoned on tla^ l.*Mh; 
Duriiij^ t he ui^ht of t he Ut h- 1 at h we also foret'd 
a.ii <*utrv' into th<' eneniN' s lines near Moiapiet 
Ka nil. 

next tlay, Wednesday, Anjzust Iti, Sir 
Ht'iiry Kawlinson eommenet'd to carry out- Sir 
l)ou>rlas Ilaitr's jilan f«»r the advanet' on 
Oonihles and ^Ior\ al. 'The Ereneh, after intense 
artili<*ry prejiarat ion, in the alternooii captured 
i,(»r»0 yards of tlerman trenehes north o! 
Maiire]>as, and at certain places reachtMl t he 
(hiilKMiiontManrejias road, d'o the smith 
of Maui’i'pas, on a tront of a. mile and iv (piart<*r, 
t lu'y puslu'd forwanl some tiOU yards, and 
clearetl the ei\emy out of their positions east 
of th<' Maurepas-t derv road. Niimhta's of 
prisoners wen^ takt'ii ami hea\ y losses indicted * 
(he enemy. South of tia Somme our 


.\llies stormed ii ])ow’erfully organized trench 
systi'in on a front of I, ‘{00 yards sruilli ot 
Belloy-en-Santerr(‘. W'e, in our turn, at the 
saim* time captured .‘{00 yards of ti'eiieh west 
of lliiih \N"ood, and ad\'anced our line west and 
sold h-w <‘^st of (hiillemont. Here there was 
a deep wooded ra\im', sonu^ .loO yards in 
length, wliieli started from just tielow An^le 
Wood and ran nrirth-west towards !Malt/. 
Horn Kaiin. Thi' ravine had been stormed 
hy the Friaicli and our Imsiiiess was to seizi' 
a trench /J^oin^ iiorth-ivistw ards from the (op 
(‘lid of the ravim*. This was succ(*ssfu11\' 
accomplished ami anothei- mesh added to the 
net hi‘inj^ cast rmiiid (luillemont. 

Wliik' we took the offensive in tliis ((uarter 
soon after sunset on the KUh, early on the 
morninu: of tlie 17th a \ iolent attack was 
deli\'er(Ml hy the (‘iiemy a> 2 :ainst our [losition 
imrth-west of I’ozieres on a broad front. Six 
w a VI'S of infantry advanced, lad, coming under 
our artiller\ and machine-gun firi's, Hioy w’ere 
driven off, suffering sevi'ri' lossi's. Two advanc'cs 
from Martinpuieh wer<‘ also repulsi'd, and north- 
west of Hazentin-k'- I'et it wt‘ captured 100 yards 
of trench. 'Pht' Fnaich on tlu' 18th re])uls(Ml 
scM'ral counti'r at tacks southu'ast of Maurepas. 


on 
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At noon on Kriiluy, An^^iist 18 , tlie oontiniions 
roll of onr heavy artillery annonneeil tliafc a 
battle alon^ tlie wliole staiiieirele from Ovillers- 
la JJois('llo to the Soninu^ \Vi\s about to lu'^in. 
After a trenieiulous bombaniment of the 
enemy’s tnaiehes and works the Allied infantry 
(hOiverod their attack all alun^ the lini', at- :> 
]).Tn. on tlie right and soon after p.m. on the 
k'ft. d’lie Krem^li betw(‘en Maurepas and tlu‘ 
Somme extended their positions farther east of 
the Maurt‘[>as-Clery road. 'riu*y ca[)tured tlni 
( 'alvarylJ ill, south-east of Maurepas, aiidexpelled 
the enemy from sevta-al rums m tlu^ \allage. 

North of Maure])as thc^ British el(*ared out a 
labyrinth of tren<*lu's at tln' head of the Maltz 
Horn Kami ravine^ and joined hands ^^itil tlu‘ 
Kreneh who had taken Angle W'ood copse on 
th<' ('asti'rn si(U' oi it. M’Ik' ({uarry on the 
soutlu'rn outskirts of (hiilltMiiont was storimd 
by South Midland troo]>s. 'Two wavt\s of 
( Jerman infantry, which wiTC' si'en to In* mus- 
t(‘ring for a count (*r-attack by an at'roplane, 
wen* ])romptly disptM’sed by shrapnel. During 
the night/ the survivors re(*eiv(Ml reiiiforceiiuaits 
and n^turiK'd once more to the charge, but the 
cpiarry on the western sid(‘ of (Juillemont 
remainc'd in our possession. 


Above (hiilleinont the British from Watiu’lot 
Karin and Delvilh* ^Voo^l adxanced tlu'ir lini' 
half way to (Jinchy, and captured 21 1 prisoners, 
'riie ground in this n'gion was a maze of 
tiHMiches and the ptaformanco of the t]nglish 
county regmu'uts cngag(*d here was particularly 
c'leditabU'. 

On the west of Delv'ilh* M'ood the British lin<’ 
was jaislu'd forward somt» <hstanct* north of the 
orchards, ami wi'gaiiuMla foot ingin High Wood. 
Between Higli Wood and the Albert Bapaunu' 
road our nuai approa(*lu'd cIosjt* to Martinpuich. 

Sir Hubert (lough had Ix'en etpially su(‘cess- 
ful. His lrooj)s had (Irawn m'ai*(‘r to Thiepval, 
had s<‘izi'd ]>oints oii hoth sidtvs of iMompiet 
Karin, aial gaim'd thi‘ t|uairy iMM) yards south 
ot the* latter. Ilumlrt^ds of prisomu’s, soim' of 
tluMu of till' 2‘.M h Brussian Kcgiment, \\«*re 
t akt'u. 

Such was the battle of Ki’iday, August IS. 
Idle account of it transmitt(‘d on Saturday to 
th(i Herman pi‘opli‘ ran as follows: 

Our hnivi* it> •rificitiy; prr 

y('xj<*nla\' vuM r>riou ■^ly l!i / i;j;a til ir <'ri‘«u’N of o»ir 

oiMMuic-. In tho altcnio4ii, nltor uii arlillt'ry 
]>ri (>ani.l ion wJiirjj 1o I In- tiltunsl vioictico, 

tli»‘ Urlli'^li Jliul t'lriich , Ilin-LtMl altiu»"-l 'iiiiiul 

l)l.uo(u^-^ly iiordi of I ho Sonuao nn u. Iroiit of jif»oul, 



ll-n tuh <'/ju Kil photnf^rafih, 

M. POINGAR^ (in light coloured uniform AI^D GENERAL JOFFRE AT THE FUaNT. 
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20 kiIomotrc!s (12J[ luilo.s) long botwooii Ovillnr.s ii nl 
Clery. Tho huttlo nignil far into the night. 

At soveml point -i the enemy penetrato<l our advane«nl 
/^no, hut w«n ejcc*t<*fl from both sides of Cluilleinont, which 
is firmly in our liands. ''I’lio onorny occupied portions ftf 
treiichoa. 

Metwoon Guillcmont ami -Maurepas during tho night 
wo shortonod the salient of our lino a little, acc<jrding to 
plan. 

'riio onomy paid for liis iinsiu'ccssful efforts with tin* 
bloodiest sacrifices. 

Tho Prussian (Juard and tho Khenish. T3avarian, iSaxoit 
and Wurtemburg troops firmly maintain tlieir position'^. 

During tho night nf August 18-19 th<^ 
on<!iny had delivorod several very doterminm j 
cotintor-ittfaeks, hut except itt tho ( hiilh‘in<)n( - 


we ha.t; captured some hundreds of yards of enemy 
trench. 

Hast and south-east of Mou<iiiet Farm wo have 
a Ivaiiccd our lino by sotiio 300 yards. 

Between Ovillors and Thi6pval wo have pushed 
forward on a front of over half a mile. 

As a result of those operations several hundred 
prisoners have been taken by us. 

In tlio course of Saturday the Germanf 
confined thoinselves to shelling our positions, 
though there wtiro some attacks by bombers 
aftt^r dark. ^Ve mtwlc a further advance on 
both sides of the Albert -Hapauine road for 
some 390 yards north-east of the Pozieres 
wiiidmill, file ruins of which still stood up 



DRIVING 

Maltz Horn Karm an'a, when' lie regaint*(l a. 
little groiiiid, I hest» wi're i>\cr\'\\ here repulsc’d. 
At 3.7 ]>.in. on August 19 tht‘ British lltuid- 
ipiarters ti'legraphed the fads, so far as the 
British weie eoiu'eriit'd, facts which may Ix' 
<*ou( rast<'d with fla^ fad ion of tlu' (b*riuaii Staff 
al)o\’e ipioted : 

td'om M tgb W'ood ( <) t be p< )iut wIu'H' \> ji »in up with t be 
Frcrn’li we liavt' mU aiiccd our line over ii frt»nti;..i* of 
mon* than 1w<j inili‘'> for a ili-tanee \ aryinn boiwecn 2l>a 
yarils and t»at) yaivN. 

\Vc now bold tlu* wc'.t»'rn ont'*Uirt'. ol (linllcinont ai*<l 
a lino (hence nortliwanls t*) midway bi'twccn Dciville 
WoOvl atul (Jinchy ; nbo the orchards north of Longtieval. • 

Between High \\'oiui and tlu* Albert • Banamnc roiul 


[h'rtnch ttfficial [^hoto^raph. 

A MINF. 

above ground. The situation at 11. do p.iii. 
was,accordiiig to the Britisli Headquarters, this: 

A" a rc'-.ult of tbe'>o opcralions w’O have c*aptured tho 
ridge .south-east of, ami overlooking, 'J'hiopval and tho 
northern slo]>es of tlio high ground north of Po/.i^res. 
fri>m whi<*h wo got an oxtonsivo view of tho east and 
north-east . 

Wo an* holding the western edge* tif High Woo<l ami 
tlio tronches madi* by (ho t‘nemy oxtonding for somo half 
mile to tho west of the w’ooil. 

W e have ailvanced onr lino Italf way to Ginchy and to 
the eilge of (iuillennmt. wdiore wo now hold the outskirts 
of tho village, iitcluding the railway station and tho 
tpiarry. which is of considerable military importance. 

The niitriher of prisoners passed hack up to 4 p.m. 
(o-<lay ns tlu^ r«*siilt of tliese operations is 16 otlicors an^l 
780 other ranks. 
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Tho Timed Correspondent reported on tlie 
fighting as follows : 

Among troops which luul tlouo conspiciumsly well in 
the fighting havo boon some battalions of tlio Warwicks ; 
they fought with the greatest dash and deterinination and 
accomplished very gallantly a dilHcult ami important 
indertaking. Very onriy in this battle battalions of t’lo 


furiously from a bomb-stoj) — a small barricade hurriedly 
erected to check the t>peratioii8 of hostile bombers ^ 
against a party of Bochos who w’cro flodging behind a 
traverse and throwing explosives at our men. The 
company commander is jin c\[)ert rifle shot, and in order 
that ho might lire as many rounds as possible within a 
given time he ctnployod two of Jiis nuMi as loalor.s just 
as if ho had been engaged in a grouse-drive and the bomb* 





1 Clfln vu f'hnlogrtipli* 

A MINK EXPLOSION. 

Inset : Crater left by a mine explosion. 

same regiment did very w('ll indeed, nnd lh<*y have <*\ei v 
riglit to bo proud of tlu!rns<*l\ es. 

Afention ought also to bi' made, in .inotber eoiinexioii. 
(»f the iSulTolUs, and of tho heroism which (hey show<‘»l ai 
a critical rnornonf, in another .stage of lliis battle, li 
would bo absurd, in such ‘■plendid lighting a.^. 1ms been 
done hero, to say that any one n'giment or flass of troop- 
had done better than any other. Hut none certainly 
have a finer roeonl than tiu' SiitTolks. 

Yet, when one talks in lliis way, (he names of a score 
of other J'higlisli regimi'iits l(‘!ip iinmefli.itcly to oneV 
mind and shame one, Imnea^hin*, YotivNhiro, Statfonl, 
Leicester, and Lincoln; Middle ex, Berkshire. B<‘dtord. 
Essex, an<l Kmit ; iram|)sbire, (Jloueester, Sussex, Wilts. 
Devon, and SoniersiM ; Durham, Nurt huinberlan«l, 
Shrofishire, Northampton, (.’luvliiro . . . one must eall 
the roll of tho English eoimties if one w'ould prai'-e all 
who have behaved in a. wav tor wliieli iill praLe i-. lo(» 
faint. 'renihnials. Kitchener’s Arniv. and Derby 
Bi'cniits, Infantry, J.lglit Infantry, ami Fusiliers— tliei-e 
is no drawing tho line anywhere. All havesluire<l alike, 
and tliere is glory enough t<* go round and to .spare. 


slop was a butt, lb* killed and wounded a. mimbor of 
the onemy, and ultimately forced them to retreat. I’hn 
Warwick.s advane<*d .>o fa.'.t (bat (he (Icrinans lied from 
dug-outs, halving lialf-eonsumed meals Ix'hind them. 
In ono in-,tanet' a pJirty of our nu'ii di‘sceuded into a 
liixurioiislv-e(piipp(*tl “ funk hole ” and (itiislied oil a 
iiie;d of coffee ami sausages which .-oiiio Bocho oHiccrs 
hinl been partaking of wlion (bey suddenly decided to 
‘* bolt for it.” One stildier ^i^i«^lled a half -smoked cigar 
anil iinotlii'r had the good fortune to lind an iinbrokiMi 
I>ox of eiirai’s as a souvenir. Obviously then? is no 
shortage of (he gooil things of life at the (Jennaii front, 
whatever may be tla? eonditiiai of (he ])i'o[)le who ^till 


It may bo well lioro tu rom>r<l a typical 
oxtimplo of (lorimiii ln*achory (from a report 
ill tlu? Moniinrj Post of August ‘ir>) wliicdi took 
])lrtco oil tli(' 1 81 h : — 

A tlerman rushed forward with hi-’ arms in the air in 
token of surreniler. Then, when lie gj)t near to the 
Warwicks, wlio were jiropuring to ueeepl liiin ns a 
prisoner, he suddenly [irodiieed a couple of boiub.s trorn 
some rceeptaele in his uniform and hurled them at tin* 
men vsdio were ndvam-ing towards him. What did you 
do V ” f in({uired of a .sergeaii*. “ Well, sir,” eame the 
rejily, ‘‘ho bolted away back, but we ea-ed him up with 
llirei* bayonet-^.” 

Tho following incidents from the .saiui' 
source are also interesting : - 

Ono of the many lieroic episodes of the attack ronceriis 
a captain who liorrowed rifles from bis jiuai and fired 


dwell in the h'at lierlaial. 

Tho Kremdi fi’oiu thi’i Mult/. Horn Farm 
niviiK' to tlie uutskirts of ( ’lery-sur-Sommo had 
on tlio niglit of tho ISth-lillli beaten ojf 
.several violent assaults with maoliini'-guii (in; 
and grenades. All that the (bu’inaiis suc- 
ceeded in gaining to eounter-halaneo their 
losses was a stnnll sfs-tion of tri'iieli north of 
.Maurepas. It. wns reeox'en'd the next dny. 
Sunday tho 201 h, and our Allies also carried a. 
wood strongly organizi'd by the (Icrinans 
Ix'tween (Inillcniont and Miuirciias. At- noon 
and later tin? Ilritisli r(‘[)uls(Ml sex'cral attacks 
delivered against new line, estahlisliod half 
»T mile from tlu^ western (ionua* of Higli Wood ; 
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H little to the west, north of Bazentin-le- 
J*otit, wo also made some further progress. 

Thus by August 20 tho Allies had seized a 
largf^ part of the ri<lge in tho soini -circle from 
l''hie|)val to tho Somme. They were on the 
heights above Thiepval and l^apavimo, and 
approaching the Bapaurne-Pc'ronne highway. 
•J'hcar leaders had decided tliat only tho barest 
(hdails of the lighting on the IKth and llUh 
and the y^receding days should be published, 
hut tho reader must not forget that tho battle 
lu'twi^eii the Ancre imtl Ta lions was one of tlu^ 
greatest and most important, forming as it <li<l 
a C'onsideraldo step towards tli(^ final capture^ 
of the dominating ground. Ihith British 
and French were assaulting fortified positions 
compared with which those of the I'lirks at 
Plevna or Kuropatkiu at Liao- Yang ami 
Mukden were insignificant. It was impossible 
to manoeuvre against the emMiiy’s flanks and 
tho battle had to bo won by driving wedges 
into tho German linos, ami capturing the 
salients thus created. Tho wonder w'as not 
that progress was slow hut that any progress 
was inadi). Wlaai it is rcanembered that most 
of the men at Sir Douglas Haig’s disposal had 
bedi a few months before civilians uuac(iuainteil 
with the rudiments of war ami that th<^ oppo- 


nents of th(5 British were the soldiers of a 
nation in arms which had been trained from 
childhood to consider war and the training for 
w^ar os the highest objects of existence, one is 
lost in admiration at the British achievements. 

Not less astonishing wore the feats performe^l 
by our French Allies. At the opening of tho 
war they had not been so ready for the fray as 
their cunningly organized opponents. In 
August 1914 the French Army had sustained 
defeats. Yet two years later w'o find them 
atfitveking tho enemy w'ith that confidence 
wliich tho latter had flisplayod when, in over- 
whelming numbers, he had driven Lanrezac 
from his unfortified position on the Meuse and 
Sarnbre. Tho men of tho Argonne, the Cham- 
pagne and Picardy had shown they were true 
to tho traditions of .Jena, Auerstedt and Fried- 
lam 1. 

Seeing the vital importance to fhtm of 
retaining the Thiepval salient and preventing 
tho British and French from seizing the whole 
summit of tho ridgo which commanded the 
Bapamric-P^ronno road, it was not to be 
expected that the Germans after their defeats 
on the 18th, 19th and 20th would be content 
wdth a passive defensive. Their military 
toacliers since Frederick tho Great had alw’ay5 
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SHELL-PITTED GROUND 

insistc'd that tho method of d(‘fonoo was 

eoiinter-attaek. About noon on Sunday, 
August 20, they advariC56Hl against half a inilt^ 
of our trenches west of High Wood. Jf th(\y 
could maintain thomsolv<'!S in tho angle wliore 
Sir Hubert Gough’s and Sir H(*nry Hawlin- 
son’s lines mot they could bring a Hanking Hr<* 
to boar upon the Jiritish pressing their way up 
the southern faco of tlie Thiopval salient, and 
also those moving on (hnehy. Here' and 
there tho enemy entered th(^ British trenches, 
but were proinjjtly driven out. again. Oji 
Monday, the 21st, the same e\p<*riment was 
repeated by tho Germans in the same rc'gion. 
A tornado of shells was lauiu^hcd on our nwn 
in High Wood at 1.30 a.m., and subse<pu*ntly 
three bombing attacks were made. All w<‘re. 
repulsed. North-west of High Wood some of 
our covering i)arties withdrew before strong 
forces of the enemy, but when the latter pur- 
sued they w^ero brought up short by fire from 
positions west of tho wood, '^h(^ ( humans also 
bombarded tho Pozieres region anti the area 
north-east of Contalmaison with gas shells, 
and mado an ineffectual attack nt‘ar Mouquot 
Farm. South of Thiopval our guns caused a 
conflagration in one of tho enemy’s batteries, 
which burned fiercely for some time, and they 
also forced a hostile balloon to descend. Mean- 
while the French in the \vood between (hiille- 


[Pkotographed from an Aeroplane, 

ON THE SOMME FRONT. 

mont and Maurepas had taken six field gnns, 
anti tlioir aeroplanes liad bronglit down two 
(iJerman maehines, one south of Estrees and 
the other near Bt'rny. 

On '^rut'sday, August 22, while the French 
wort^ south of th<^ Somnu?, seizing trenches 
south-east of Estret^s and east of Soy^coiirl- 
anti, north of the Somme, atlvaneing into the 
outskirts of Clt^ry and cai)turing prisont'rs 
nt>rth of Maurt'pas, Sir Hubert Ceugli gave the 
(lerinans another tlcmonstration t>f tho powt'r 
of the British artillery anti tho cool cf)nrage of 
Hit' British infantry. Tlie blow this time was 
aijiietl at tho south-western end of the Thiej>val 
salient. As already mirralt'tl, we hatl taken 
the Leij)zig Kedoubt north of Ovillers-la 
Boisstdlf*. Between the retloiibi and tht> few 
shattered IrtM'S beyond the ritlge w’hich rnark(‘d 
the position of tho ruins of ThiOpval, oxtentlcsl 
tit'r aftt'i* ti('r of (Jerinan trenehes. Away to 
tlio right a valley rests up to Moiiquet Farm. 
Our men had to stt>rin th(i trenehes anti to 
ertiss tho bullot -swept valley. 

Tho weather was bright and cool, perfeel for 
aoroi)lauo and artillery observation. During 
tho aftornot)n our 9*2 howitzers molhodieally 
sholled tho onorny tn*n<*hes and dug-outs, but 
there w^as little olso to indicate that one of tho 
most frightful bombartlments ever delivorotl w as 
imminent. About one shot in tliroe fell full iri 
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the ffbiit line of the Gormans. Half of the 
r(\st hit fairly the comnmniralion trenches. 
“ It was pretty sliooting.” says an eyo-witness, 
“ closer on its target from three miles away 
than the average man would get with a cricket, 
ball from tlO yards.” At intervals otht'r guns 
joined the liowitzers in their deadly work. 
Giant spurts of sand and smoke, brown and 
grey-black, intermingled, mounted njiwards. 
while explosions of white shrapnel smoke aid(‘d 
the grim preparatory action now in }»and. 
Then suddenly the tiro gained tenfokl in inten- 
sity ; the real work of annihilation liad begun. 
VV^liat next liappcmod may bo loft to the pen 
of Mr. Heaeh Thomas, the oorrosjiondcnt of 
The Dailtj Mail : 

I hail gfow'ii tired of looking and listening and expect - 
iiig, when the lu*Jivt*ns opened. It \va.s as if someone, us 
in the legend, had unbarred the eave of the thunder and 
tlie winds. You eoiild nol , of course, distinguish one 
gun, one haltery, from another; but then* was ju.st a 
.single .standard of c;ompari.son or contra'll to keep one 
ftuni?. Two sorts of noiso conflictod. Which was loudi-r : 
the liotik and whiiinoy of the shell, sjilitting the air, or 
the joint explosions from the guu and from tlio .shell ? 
'riie niiture of the offoct was that the thinner, nearer, 
shrewder iioiso of the .split atmo.sphero .seemed to be lahl 
on the top of t>ie general thud. One copied the other. 

The shrapnel aud (hi* high explosive, bur.sting over the 
(•errnan tronehes, gave a similar impre.ssion in the 
doin;iin of sight. 'J'ho wiekeil lightning of the shrapnel, 
bursting extremely low, topped the heavy smoko and 
earthy eoliimiis from the heavy .shells. For a few 
seconds I could distinguish separate hits: a .shrapnel, 
that rake 1 an alley, a heavy shell that struck a parajjet ; 
l)ul such distiiielioiis were .soon Mdpiid out. Tho valley, 

the shooting gallery,*’ running toward.s Mouquet, oven 
tho lino of .NcaiTiwi trees that stand for ddii6pval, were lost 
ill smoke ; anil in front, a ma'.-i of fumes and dust moved 
like a great cumulus i*limd hcforc tho wo.storii wind, and 
as it moved it was ever renewod at the base. 

I'o aiiotlicr coiTcspoiidont — tho Titties corre- 
spondent — -tho bombardment wa.s no loss 
nnpreocdciitcd : 

Fn the eour.se of my life I liuvo seen many m; 4 antic 
1 hi like iyphi id [a Hi fii 

and most of ihi* great ^’oh•anoes of the world, and sonic 
hat ties, and the fall of Antwerp. But merely as a 
.•viK-ctaele, for tlie splendour and the power of it, T doubt 
if anything ever re.seinbled what went on then lor the 
next 20 minutes. Hio young olljcer I'csidc mo .sat 
muttering “Oh, my God I Oh, my God!” For me, 
1 wished to shriek, to bite my lingers, to do t knew not 
wliat. And all ono could do was to drum one’s heels (mi 
the ground and ga.sp. 

How iiiHiiy gun.s wo had at work 1 do not know, and 
could not tell if I knew. Hundreds — (hoii.sands - 
millions . T do not know. But tliey began all at otiee. 
breaking suddenly on tlio sunlit silence. In 10 second- 
hundreds of .shells liad fihmged upon that ono devoted 
spot of earth. Tu 20 seeomls it seemed that there must 
have been thousands. Hurricanes, w'hirlwinds, thunder- 
storms, and gigantic conflagrations ; bring them all. 
together and eoneentrate them on all in a ring of a few 
acres, and you will have only a .suggestion of whut went 
on immediately Fjefore our eyes. One almost .sobbed 
from sheer exaltation ; for the o>'ermastering sen.satiun 
was astonishment at the power of it- at llie power of 
British artillery and the splendour of its acemucy. I 


ilo not think that ono shell dropped throe yards on Ihia 
-ide of the German trenches ; and I do not think thoro 
was one stretch of 10 square yiirds on and beyond tho 
irenehes. over all the area att.i 'Ued. on whieli a dozeT> 
shells <lid not fall in as many seconds. 

Of course, it. was a .small area. W’o could concentrate 
here on less than l.flOfl yards tho gim.s W'liieFi ordinarily 
have charge of miles of enemy front. 8o territic was it. 
1 hat , almvo all the run r of the e\ ph^sions, the sound of the 
shells jiassing overliead filled the cars with a shrieking 
louder than any wind. As for the ground where tlio 
shells tell, it simply W’as not. Ri*nt a.iid torn in o\cry 
direction, it licavcil itself into the air, not. in spurts or 
burst"-, but universally in one great duststorm. 'riiere 
was no ground, no trcneli. no brown earth or gro'n ; 
nothing but eliaos, swirling and incredible, until (ho 
smoke grow' and hluttcd even eluios out. 

And still tho Ituil wtuit on. At last tho order 
for tho advanoo was given, the artillery fin* 
wtus lifted and bt'oanu* a barnigo behind the 
eiuuny’s tnuiehes. Oiir iiu'ii hdt. their own 
treuchos and ran forward to tho edge of the 
whirlwind of lire, smoke, dust and heaving 
ground whieli rt‘c*ed('d befort' them up tho slopes 
of tho ridge. So well had the gunners per- 
formed thoir fask that, the Germans scarcely 
offered any resistanee. With les.s than 100 
casualties wt» laid taktui jjositions foidly 
bt'lioved to bo iiiiiiregiiablo, and ti couple of 
hundred ]3risonors to boot. 

Tho .same evening the Australiau.s gained a 
littk' nior(‘ ground near Poziort^s, and we 
brought our line elo.s(‘r to Courc(*l(‘tt(‘. Between 
Martiniiuich »ind Bazentin wo liad gained 
another hundred yards of trendies. In Giiille- 
inont the fighting with the Wurtt'inbergers con- 
tinued, and south of that village vve penetrated 
tho enemy’s linos and eapturi'd a inaifliino-guii. 

Tho gain.s made were .suh.stantial and had 
been wu.)u with sur 2 >risiugly small los.se.s — a 
]>roof that the tacti(‘al inotliods employod w ere 
thoroughly suited to the situation juid a happy 
augury for the fiitiin». So eoiiqileto was tho 
command of fair gun.s over the gronrid behind 
his front treneJif's that th(>f*iicuny found it very 
dinifuilt to bring up rc'inforeenuaits, and ex- 
perieneful eonsiderahle lo.s.sf‘s in doing .so. “ The 
enemy’s Io.ss(‘s,” wrote tho 'J'itiies corrospoiuhait , 

in killed tuid prisoiif*r.s alone w^ere alioiit five 
tim<\s our total (ui.siialti<*s, in(;luding oven the 
lightest tlf'sh wound. If their wounded w<*re 
no more t-liaii fxiual to their killed and missing ~ 
a most improbable thing — tlaur lo.ssos wore ten 
tinuvs as big as ours. Nor dof^s this make any 
allowaneo for wdiat may have boon df>no and 
it mu.st liavo been mudi — by our artillery lire 
w'hen it lifted to beyond tho tnaichos which wo 
look.” 

^’he terrible conditions in tJio Gorman linc.s 
wlicii rcinforc<‘im'nt.s rt^ached them w'cro well 
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[O'Jici.il Fhot< ii’tul h . 

GERMAN TRENCH NEAR THIEPVAL. 


oxoinplifiod in n lottor on August 10 

by a Ciorinan ofliror of tho 133rd Infantry 
Hc'gimont : * 

’J’he roliof yontoi'divy (ho wrcito) Ih ineuMlihlo. 'i'ho 
route taken— Li VV^vrleneonrf, J*y.s, Courcolotte - 
<m tlio way to tho tranches was very thitiporons. Dtirin" 
tho lirst piwt. tho thmulor td tho ^uns whs very dis- 
uyrooablo, and tin* sooond part was v«*ry iinsefo. Heavy 
hliells fell ri^ht and loft of tho road. Mounted troops, 
ours, field kitchens, infantry in eolumn of route, were ail 
euveloptwl in an itnponetrahlo clovid of dust. From 
Coure.elotto to our positi<iii in tho lino wo relieved acrt»ss 
tho oi)en. If the enemy had only noticed that what a 
tarj;et ho would h.avo Imd ! 

Our position was, of course, (pjite dilTerent from wind 
we had been told. Our company alone relieved a whole 
battalion. We had been told ue woro to relievo a (;oin- 
pany of 60 inen weakened by easua.lt ies. Tho men we 
relieved had rn) idt'a where the enemy >^s, how far ho 
was, or if any of our tnmps were in front of us. We got 
no idi*a of our supposed po.sition until six o’clock this 
evening. 

♦ From the Daily Tvlryraph. 


To-niglii T am takijjg my platoon out to form a 
covering perty. Mv men and 1 are to lie- in shell holes 
in part of an oM <lomolished trtmeh of ouis. Tho Knglish 
are lOO metrt's away. Tho Windmill is over the hill. 
'Phe hundre<ls of dead bodie.s make the air lerriblo, and 
there are flies in (housatids. About 300 metros from us 
is a «lesert<‘fi artillery positioji. A\’o shall have to l(*ok 
to it to-night not tt> get taken iirisonois by the hlnglish. 
W’e have no dtig-our.s. We dig a hole in the sido of a 
shell-hole, ami ho and get rheumatism. \\'e get nothing 
to eat or drink. . . . 'Pho ceaseless roar of the gnns i.s 
driving us mad. Many of the men are knocked uj). 

From auotlior man, in tho 3r(l battalion of 
tlio 12Itli Kogimonf, tbero is a lottor which 
pays a dohd’ul tribiito to our flying men; 

r am on st'iitry <hity, and it i.s a veiy hard job. for 1 
<lare not mo\t‘. Overhead an^ tho I’higli.'sh airmen ami 
in front of ns tho Ki\glish ohsc'rvera with tolesoopcs, and 
as soon as they perecave anything twent,> -four “ cifars ” 
arrive at once, and larger than one caros to Fee. — you 
undorstaud what I mean, d'he country round me looks 
frightful. Many dead bodies belonging to both sidos 
lio around. 




CHAPTER CLXVI. 
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THE RELIEF OF VERDUN. 


Tositton at Verdun at End of June, 1010 -A Last German Effort, Jitly 1 1- -Preparation 
FOR French Offensive German Crown Prince’s Hoast - ( Jeneral Nivei.i.e’s 1*lan-- The 
German Forces — The Great Assacut of Oi torer 24 (Jraphic Desi riptions of the Battle 
The Reconquest of Douaumont and Vaux -Fort Vaux French Gains durinc Novemher - - 
The French Victory of Dexemher 10 -Fnd of JUttle of Verdun, Kehruary-Decemrkr. 1010. 


With th(^ closing (lays of .fun(^ it bociuii© 


I T is now nooessary, having traced the 
history of the battle of th(^ Sonnne during 
the months of July and August, 1010, to 
r(3turn to Verdun, and to see how th<? 
great Franco -British offensive, which began on 
July 1, coiTiph^tod the failure of the tremendous 
German effort on the Meuse, which had been 
continuous since February. 

As has been seen (\hjl. IX., Chapter 
CXXXVTIl.), May and June were in many 
ways most grav(^ and critical months on tin' 
western front. The enemy was w(Jl aware of 
the growing aceuinulatioii of British haves in 
tJi(? north, and it was clear from tla^ g«an*ral 
situation that the summer could not pass with- 
out a vigorous blow being dealt by th(i Britisli. 
'Fhe Germans, therefouL concentrated all their 
energie.-^ upon V^erdun in the effort to gain a 
d(MMsive victory tluTc before having to meet 
British attacks in the nortli. At tlie beginning 
of May — on May' 7 the enemy renewed his 
attempts u[)ori Douanmont and the Mort 
Homme. By the third week in May he had 
made appreciable progress, and was able to 
envisage a direct drive down upon the inner 
lines of Verdun’s defences. By Juno 25 he 
had reached Fleiiry, the village which com- 
manded the direct approaches to the im[)ortant 
Souville plateau — one of the inner biilwark.s — 
and in sf)it 0 of the heroic resistance of the 
French the situation hod become as dangerous 
as it was in the very earliest days of the battle 
in February. 

Vol. X— Part 130. 


evident that the defenders of Verdun were 
about to receive reliid*. At many points along 
t h(* whol(> liiK^ treneh raids were being carried 
out, the onemy being kept constantly on the 
alert and mad<i to feel tliat something was 
coming somewhere. The storm hurst u])ou 
the Somme on July 1, and all the events in 
the Verdun region for the rest of the year wuro 
aff<H*ted and controlled by the FraiKJO- British 
operations m t he north. 

Sir iJoiiglns Haig, in a dispatcdi dated Do- 
c<mih(T 2:?, (hmling with the battle of the 
Scjimne, pointed out that by then one of the 
main objiM-ts of the Soimiio battle liad been 
achieved. Verdun had Ixuai relieved. He 
continued ; — 

desperate struggle for the possession 
of Verdun had inve.st(xl that place wdth a moral 
and political im|)ortan(;e out of all proportion 
to its military value. Its fall would un- 
doubtedly liave been proclaimed as a gn^it 
victory for our (aKxnios, and would luive shaloai 
the faith of many in our ultimate succe.ss. Tlw^ 
failure of the enemy to capture it, despite great 
efforts and vtiry luxivy lossc^s, was a seviTc* 
blow to his prestige, especially in view of the 
c.onfideuce he hod opcmly exprcissed as to the' 
results of the struggle. 

“ Information obtained both during the pro- 
gress of the Somme battle and since the sus- 
pension of active operations has fully estab- 
lished the effect of our offensive in keeping the 
445 
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onomy’s main forces tied to the western front. 
A movement of German troops eastward, 
which had commenced in June as a result of 
the Russian successes, continued for a short 
time only after the opening of the Allied attack. 
Therf^after the enemy forces that moved east 
consisted, with one exception, of divisions that 
had been exhausted in the Somme battle, and 
these troops were always replaced on the 
western front by fresh divisions. In Novem- 
ber the strength of the enemy in the western 
theatre of war was greater than in July, not- 
withstanding the abandonment of his offensive 
at Verdun. It is possible that if Verdun had 
fallen large forces might still have been employed 
in an endeavour further to exploit that success.” 

Not only was the enemy forced to abandon 
his offensive at Verdun, but the Somme 



THE GERMAN CROWN PRINCE. 

The would-be victor of Verdun. 

operations so altoretl the situation on the 
Meuse that the French were enabled in highly 
successful engagements to recapture much of 
the ground lost and to seal quite definitely the 
defeat of the German Crown Prince. It is 
with this altered situation that this chapter 
deals. 


The Germans fought hard in the Erst three 
weeks of the Somme fighting to get in a Ip|ock- 
out blow on the Meuse, before the Franco - 
British offensive in the north became positively 
dangerous. On July 11, upon a front of 
2i miles, the enemy fried to reach the forts of 
Soiivillo and Tavannes through Fleury and 
Damloup. The fighting spread, and in two 
days it liad developed into another colossal 
attempt to batter through the trench defences 
with sheer weight of men and metal. By 
.Tilly 15 all the enemy’s hopes of success had 
been shattered, and shattered so completely 
that the French wwo able at once to begin a 
process of steady nibbling which led to the 
recapture of many of the positions lost in the 
early weeks of the battle. 

General Nivelle, in an Army Order, haii 
indeed held out the promise of offensive action 
to his troops when he said, in convoying to his 
men the congratulations of the French 
Academy : — “ It will bo one of tho prides of 
the Verdun army to have merited the testimony 
of the distinguished Assembly which embodies 
and immortalises the genius of the French 
tongue and race. The Verdun army has had 
tlie happiness of responding to the appeal 
addressed to it by the country. Thanks to its 
heroic tenacity, the Allied offensive has already 
made brilliant progress — -and the Germans are 
not at Verdun. But its task is not finished. 
No Frenchman will have any right to rest so 
long as a single enemy remains upon the soil 
of France, of Alsace and Lorraine. 

“ In order to allow the Allied offensive to 
develop freely, and to result in early and 
definitive victory, we shall continue to resist 
the assaults of our implacable enemy, who, in 
syiite of the sacrifice of the half-million men 
that Verdun has already cost him, has not 
given up his vain hopes. Ami not content 
with resisting, soldiers of the eleventh army, 
you will bite again and without ceasing, so as 
to hold by a continual menace as many of the 
enemy’s forces as possible until the nearing 
hour of general offensive. The past is a 
guarantee of the future ; you wTll not fail in 
your sacred mission, and you will thus acquire 
new claims upon the gratitude of the country 
and the Allied nations.” 

On July 11 the enemy attacked along the 
Thiaumont-Vaux front. The centre of 'his 
effort was the little village of Flenry-devant- 
Douaumont, through w’hich easy access could be 
had to the innei defence lines. The German 
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GENERAL 

Appointed Commander-In-Chief of the French 

attack drove the French out of the few housos 
they still occupied in the village, and swept 
them down beyond the railway station. The 
enemy got to within a kiloinotro of Souville Fort 
before his progress was stayed. The first and 
most immediate business of Cciu^ral Niv<;ll<% 
once his troops had again asserted their asctai- 
dancy, was to dislodge the Cermans from the 
village of Fleury and the slopes north and 
south of it, and at the same time to push him 
back in the direction of Thiaiimont. 

On July 15, General Mangin, the groat hard- 
hitter of the French Army, began a series of 


NIVELLE. 

rmies of the West after his success at Verdun. 

terribly arduous attacks upon Fleury wliich 
gradually sj>read along the whole front on the 
right bank of the Mouse, and six months after 
the V’^erduii battle began sh(jwed how cjoinplotely 
the situation was altered. The GerTiians, 
instead of*boing able to launch their big attack 
upon the last defences of Verdun, were forced 
to battle furiously and unsiiccessfully in the 
(kd'eiice of positions captured at tremendous cost 
in the first montli c^f th<' battle. 

By August 1 it became evident that a French 
oiJfonsivo of some importance was in progress 
of development. The Fj’onch by no means 
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OKNUHAL MAI* TO ILLUSTRAl E THE FRENCH VICTORIES, 
OGTOBER-DECEMBER, 1916. 


had it all thoir own way, Fhairy aiul Tliiaiiniont 
Work (diaiigod liaiids time after time, but by 
AiigUHt 18 tho site of Kleury village, for by 
thcni ov'oii tho ruius no longer existed, was 
entirely in Krone h hands. 

'rhe Cermans renewtxl the fighting on 
September 3, bringing tlieir weight to boar 
upon tho Vaux-Chapitro line. Tluar judion 
w*is met by vigorous Freneli counter-attacks, 
and when tho Vorduix front relapsed at tho 
beginning of S<''pt ember into a stagnation 
whicli lasted for over six weeks, tho French 
held tho lino of tlio road running from Thiau- 
inont Work to Vaux-Chapitro Wood. This 
line was an im])rovement on tho July positioiis, 
but it still gavo the Cormans good jiimping-of^ 
points for the further prosecution of tho direct 
attack upon V’^erdun. 

CkMieral Nivolle decided that it would be 
nocossary for him to undi'rtako action on a 
large scale in order to get back tho Douaumont 
line of forts and bring the Verdun battle to a 
cdose. Tho effect of the Somme upon tho Gor- 
man position at Verdun was felt at the beginning 
of August, when artillery and aviation details 
were .detached from Verdun and sent to tl)^ 
Somme. On July 21. the Crown I^rince, 


addressing tho 53rd Regiment of the 50th 
Division, said : “ The French imagine that wo 
are going to slacken our grip on Verdun becauso 
they have at Uist begun their great offensive 
on the Somme. They will be disappointed, 
and wo will show them tliat things are not 
going to happcMi that way.” In spite of this 
boastful optimism, by the taid of August three 
of tho Verdun divisions liad gone to the Somme. 
When tho action dccidcxl upon by G('n<'ral 
Nivolle was taken the whole Verdun front from 
Avijcomt Wood to Les Eparges was held by 
only fifteen divisions. 

The point of attack selected by General 
Nivello w^as the Douaumont front. Upon this 
line the Germans liad eight divisions, going 
from w'est to east in the following order ; 
14th Reserve Division, 13th Reserve Division, 
25th Reserve Division, 34th Division, 54th 
Division, 9th Division, 33rd Reserve Division, 
and 50th Division. The front lino w’os hold by 
twenty-one battalions with seven in support, 
ten in reserve, and heavy forces available in 
cose of necessity. Tho French in their effort 
to break through placed three divisions in tho 
front line. General Guyot do Salins, with his 
division strengthened by tho 11th Infantry 
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Regiment, attacked on the left from Heudro- 
inont to Thiaurnont. General do I^assaga held 
the centre, and General do Lardoinelle, with 
the 30th Infantry Roginient reinforcing- him, 
attacked Vaux on the right. All those troops 
had previously fought in this part of the line. 
In preparation for the attack tlK\y were sent 
for special training for some weeks in the rear, 
a training which was so thorough that it was 
carried out on gnuind which was a miniutun* 
reproduction of the country over wliich tliey 
were to fight. The men who were later to have 
the duty of capturing Douauniont Fort were 
made familiar with all its features in a replica 
of the fort built on thcar trtiining ground. 

These men werc^ of the finest stuff of Kranei' 
Well couUl General Nivelle, in a note writt<‘n 
a week before the battle, say: Twenty- 

.sovon months of war and eight months of the 
Verdun battle have shown and eonlirm <*vc*ry 
day still more tho su[)eriority of the Krench 
soldier over tho (German soldic'p. This su})<a‘i- 
ority, of wliich all must be ])ersuade(l, has bt*en 
still further increasetl by tlie jirogrossivo falling 
otf in the quality of tho troops W(* have Ix^fore 


us, many of whom have come back from tho 
Somme very iniudi weaken'd in material and 
in moral. This suj>eriority shows itself in the 
roadine.ss with which prisoners have surrendered 
in large groups during tla^ recent fighting, even 
before tlu^ assjiult has started. There could, 
therefore, • n«)t be a more favourable moment 
in whi<*li to attac*k the enemy, to make many 
prisoners, to give Verdun ilefinito jiroteetioii 
against the enemy undertakings, and still 
flirt lu'i* to lower th(^ moral of tho enemy nation 
and army. Artillery of exceptional power will 
niastt‘r tli(‘ entxny artillery and will mak(^ a way 
for the attacking troops, 'riie preparation 
of the operation is as complete and as perfect 
as possible in every tlelail. The execution 
ran not fail to be ecjually piTleid-, thanks to the 
discipline, good training, eonfitleneo and resii- 
dasli of the troops who uill iiavo the hfinonr 
of being entrusted with it. Their will to con- 
quer, to gain a fnrthi^r guarani ('o of the final 
\ietory, to cover tluar flag with fresh glories, 
makes a magnifujent sucei’ss absolutely certain.*' 
'The eliiof feature of th(» complete preparation 
was without doubt tlie work of tlu» artillery, 
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Xevor before had j^rouiid to ho attarkod 
be(ai so (dosely stiulied in its inirmtost details 
from the air, from a lar^(^ number of observa- 
tion posts spe(!ially en^ntecl for the |)iirposes of 
t hese o[)eratioris. 'I’lm period of iiitensi^ artillery 
tiro opi'iied on Oeiolaa’ 21, in weather favour- 
able io aerial obs«‘rval ion. On October 211 a 
400 crump " (;aiis(Hl a bi^/ tin' in Douamnont 
Fort and both riaht and h'ft of the ff)rt the 
Oernam posit if)fis had bc'en most sat isbietnril y 
pNaiahed up. In rader tf» maki^ assurance 


Vaux Chapitro Wood, the trenches in front of 
\'aux Fort, and those in front of Dainloup 
battery. 

The second ol)j(‘Ctivc ^iven to the troops, 
whi(di was to bo reached after a brief interval 
allowed for rest, was the gc'fKU'al lino formed by 
Doiianmoiit \h‘llag(^ and Douainnont Fort, tla* 
nort h-east(‘rn (‘dge of \"aiix Fond and th(‘ 
I )amloup battery. 

men, placed at lh(^ toj) of tlieir figliting 
trim by the wis'ks of careful ])n‘paration th(‘y 



CIIASSFUKS ALIMNS ON THU WAV TO VUKOUN. 


dniibly '^ure a h'int allaek was «h‘li\«‘red uilh 
the obji'ct of luakiuL: tlu' e\p('»*lant enem\ 
rev('al all his hiddi'u batt"rv pnsiti()n^s. 0\ri- 
llit^ batti'rii's \>eri' thus located and the Freiudi 
guns in suceosful cj)unlei- bat ter>' tiring silonee<l 
sixty of t hem bv'fnre t he attack u a'j launched. 

Tlie tinu' given for the aN‘.;uilt wa- Il.Ht on 
t lu' morniiig of Octobi'r 21. The gi'iu'ral plan 
of thi' (jperation prov idl'd tor two distinct 
]>hases of th(' bat t It'. 'The tirst ])eriod was to 
carry the French on to the line formed by thi' 
llaiutromont (|uarrit's, tin trenches north ^of 
Tliiaumont farm, tlu' north-eastern spur of 


had uiidcrgoia*. "t reugt heiied in t heir conlidi'nco 
b\ the (‘\1 raordinarily thorough work of their 
artilh'rv', had Ix'eii furllnr iuspiriMl by the 
Orders ol the I )ay is‘-uer| to them on tic* eve 
of the* attack. (Jenc'ral de Fassaga, who eom- 
mandc'd in the* cc'ntre. had thus addre.ssed liis 
men ; 

*■ Otliccrs, non-comiui.ssionc'd oHicc'rs and 
nuai : It is nc'aily c'ight months since* onr 
hatc'd enc'iny the* Hoche tric'd to astonish tho 
w(*rlcl by a t hundc'r-stroke in the capture of 
Vc'rdun. d he* hc'roisui of the* poilns of Franco 
has barrc'd Ins road and annihilated his best 
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\I‘>,)uh Offlthil i['h. 

SRNEGALESH TROOPS OF THE FRENCH ARMY AT VERDUN. 


troops. I lianks to t h<‘ s[>l<‘ii(loiirs ol \ (‘rtiuii. Hoolio is now t iHMiihliiin brt’oi-o our f^tiiis and 

Hnssia. has bcM^n a))lo to inflic t upon t ln' <‘n<*in\ our hayonc'ls; li<‘ hn^Is that tlu‘ hour* of punish' 

a bloody dcdaat and to falo^ noariN t()0,0(M> niont is iH‘ar. 

prisonors. “ |t Js nnr division which has the* special 

“ 'riianUs t o t li(Mh‘tcnd<‘rs ot \’<‘rdim, l^ai^land honour of t»i\’in.i^ liiin a n‘soundinj.^ blow which 

and Franco arc? beating 1 ho (‘la'inv c\ cr\- da\ shall show’ to the w’orld the? dccadcaicc of the* 

npon tin* Sonina*, where t hc\’ have* alr«.‘ad\’ ( l(*rinan Arinv. \\’<? arc ^oin^jj to wrest from 

taken nearly prisoia'fs. theeneni\’a fragment of the' soil where so many 

“Thanks to tia* d(‘fcndcrs of \*erdnn. the of oiir hero(?s lie in t heir shrouded ^lorv’. 
arm\’ <»f Sa.lonika., the armv’ of (la* Ualkans, “ A division will fi^ht ufion onr left which 

arc b(*atin).f the Ihiluais and I la' 'rnrks, d'he is aln*ady ilhis( rioiis ; it is (*omposed of Zoijav i‘s. 



A DEJECTED OFFICER OF THE PRUSJflAN (iUARD WHO SURRENDERED 

AT THIAUMONT. 
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SHELL-HOLES ON THE VERDUN FRONT FILLED WITH WATER. 


‘ Marsouins,’ Moroccans, and Algerians. The 
honour of retaking Douaumont Fort is disputed 
among them. May our fine comrades know 
that they can count upon us to helx> them, to 
i)f)on the gate for them, and to share tlieir 
glory. 



• DOUAUMONT FORT. 
Photo|{raphed from a French aeroplane and 
showing the results of shell-fire. 


“ Officers, non-commissionod officers and 
men, you will hang tlio Croix do Guerre on your 
Flag and on your Pennant. With your first 
stroke you will bring your renown to the level 
of that of our most famous regiments and 
battalions.” 

General de Salins, whose troops hatl to «tarr> 
Hardamnont quarries and Douaumont Kort^ 
in his Orilor of the Day said : 

“ To a division already rendered illustrious 
by its Virilliant feat of arms on the Yser. at Hill 
30 -t, at Vaux-Chapitre, and at Floury, has been 
given the signal honour of retaking Douaumont 
Fort. Zouaves, Marsouins, Tirailleurs, and 
Senegalese will eoinpoto in courage so tis to. 
inscribe a fresh victory upon their glorious 
}>anners.” 

Heavy fog slirouded the blouse Valley when 
the troops went over their parajiot to tht» 
attack. The fog wliich, with an army lo.ss 
disciplined, with a staff less skilled, might 
have proved disastrous was really a benefit 
to the French, hiding as it did their movements 
from the enemy observation trenches. The 
advance was made by the conifiass, cpiiolly 
at the walk, and with perfect regularity. The 
liaisoii betw’een regiment and regiment, brigade 
anti brigade, was maintained without a break 
along the whole front. 

A brief but admirable description of the 
battle as seen by a French officer appeared 
in U I llustralion. It will serve as a general 
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introduction to a more detailed description of 
the fighting ; 

From tho slopfis of Soiivillo I have seen victory climh 
and crown Douaumont. Our^inodern battles afford no 
spectacle ; they are cruel and mysterious. There aro 
big empty spaces dotted with she*!! holes and cut with 
long furrows which mark the soil as the veins make 
niarblo patterns on the hands. There are columns of 
smoko from bursting sholls, a line of shadows that creeps 
close to the earth and disappears. The ruins of a viilapi* 
burst into (ire, a barrage fire lights up as though it wtwe 
the ff>otlights of a theatre and covers with uncertainty 
tho drama which is being onactoil holiind tho curtain 
thus conceived. That is all. Those who aro in the 
iiattle never know anything raora of it than one episotle, 
the fighting can bo followed in the command post whore 
it is brought into tho dug-out along telophono wires 
transmitted by optical signals, brought in upon tho 
wings of pigeons and carried by dispatch riders. But 
the victory of Oct olier 24 — I saw it before me as thougli 
it were a living being. 

Souvillo Hill is the only one of all tho hciglita around 
Verdun which reaches the altitude, of Douaumonl. 


definite superiority. Tho guns with their thousand 
voices gave a prodigious concert in tho fog, and I tried 
to analyse its skilful orchestration, to identify the 
strident plaint of the “ 75’s,'* and tho big ba.ss of our 
heavy howitzers. I asked my. self if wo would attack 
in spite of tho obscurity ? Would it not be disa.«trous 
ainl prevent the guns from accompanying our advancing 
troops with their fire ? On tho other hand, might not 
tho fog increa-^o tho oloments of surprise Y Knowing tho 
hour fixed for the attack, I looked at my watch, and while 
waiting 1 gradually grow more and mor*' anxious, with 
tho fear of po!;>t ponemeut of our trial and tho adjourn- 
ment of our hopes, 1 knoiv that tho operation had been 
minutely arrangeil and that oiir troops had bfs>n mar. 
vollously trained, but t also know tho disproportion of 
tho forces to bo engageil and tho ilaring of tho untlcr- 
taking. Three divi.sions entrusted with tlio duty of 
dislodging seven divisions from fonnidahly organiztMl 
positions! It was a daring undertaking, hut one con- 
ct'ivod in the proportions of a mast-orpiece, and one which 
was to be carrietl out so precisely that oiico it had boon 
oxocnted it scorned quite siinplo. 

1 had upon nio the Onh*r of tho Day of GonernI do 
Passaga, in which ho stiinuhitcd his men hy recoiling 





A SHELL-CRATER OUTSIDE VERDUN. 
The Cathedral towers can be seen in the distance. 


Between theso two rival heights rises Floury Ridge. 
Beyond, upon tlio cro.st. lies the Fort of Douaumont. I 
so often looked at thi.s landscape of hill and ravine that I 
had it in my eves when on t he morning of Ofitobor 24 f 
took my post at Souvillo, but my eyes looked for it in vain. 
.X. thick fog prevented niy seeing anything except the 
nearest tortured slope and lit'ro and there a inntilated 
troo tiiink. 

The fog, however, was by no means inert, it s^Somed 
as though it was being stirred about and labfiurod by the 
oonstant and invisible flight of shells. Their whi.gtlirig 
was so continuous that instiiictivoly i looked up as though 
X had expected them to form a vault of steel above my 
head. Our artillery was pounding tho enemy’s positions, 
and I recalled the terrible days' of tho end of February 
when the shells were rushing upon u.s. This time it was 
tho oppo.dte impression that I got, an impres.sion ot our 


tho prowess of tho neighbouring division. X took it oul 
of niy pocket ami I cliowed it over and over again us a 
horse does his outs. During tho long wait it was to me 
a song aciromnanioil by trie orchestra of guns. On the 
positions which I knew so well X reviewed the divisions 
ready for attack. From llaudroinont ouarries on my 
left to Douaumont Fort in front ot mo lay Giiyot de 
Salins* divi.'^ion with its Zouaves, its 'J’irttUlours. and tin* 
famous colonial regiments from Morocco which retook 
Floury on August 17. To tho right lay tho Cha.sscurs of 
pHssaga’s division, and still further to the right, towiinJs 
V’^aux and Kardaumont, tlio lantassins of Lardexnelle- 
I imagined them for I could not see more than fifty 
yards- in front ot mvself. I also imagined and not 
%vithout anxiety, the German order of battle, the number 
of battalions in first and second line, tlic trenches, the 
supplementary defences, the redoubts, 'riiiaumont work. 
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Haudrornoiit Muarrios/aiid at Iast» iiiul a>)ov« all, Douau- 
inoiit Fort. How oonld cjiir nuMi ^ot tho better of Hueh 
human ami material obstac-les ? 

Hvery now ami a;iaiu T pulled out my waleh. Kleven 
oV'loek ! Kleveii-t wenty I Klevtui-forly ! Tho lime 
fix(*(l ! Had the attack, whu*h T oiij.dit to have soon ri>e 
np ami roll down the ravine aiifl then sweep over the 
opposim^ .slope, had it been laum'hod ? Had the arlillc^ry 
leiiL^lliened its tiro t Jt was inifiossiljlo to kmiw. J\t 
eleven-fifty on t hr* fi;d»t 1 heard the tiek-faek of maehine 
j^uns. If matthiuo miiis were in ac'tion the attack must 
have boon launched. Jf maehim? j^uns art* firin^^ our men 
have boon se,en and are imaniii^j with resistance. '^I'hen 
I heard tlu'in no more. 'Tht* roar of the j^uns dt'owm*<i 
e\crytlun^ aial a;jain I ^o through um'erlainty and 
a?i\iety. At the eofnmand jiost wlien^ I went from time 
t«> tiin i nows was at last coming throu>'h. The start was 
m.i;,oiifieent. 'f'he fir^.t objective is reported to have been 
reached aln a.dy. 'The m(*n arti or^atu/.in^ their position.". 
'I'hey are goiu}^ to ;^et on the mf>N e a^rain. 'I'hey arc* otf. 

.\n aeroplane-motor hums ovc*r my hcuul. 'ria* pilot 
i." flying no low' that it looks ns thou;.ch he is ^^oiri;.: to 
totieh Trm. I see the enormous hulk of his imichim* loom 
l^rey through fo^'. Ifc* eojm's down .still low«*i. I wa- 
told later on that the pilot had bc'en able to shout out 
F.n avant” to our men and that a coii\ ersation had 
thu-» becat exchaiiL'CMl bcdwcM'n beaven and earth, 

'I'owards twee o’clocdt a st ren^t bc'nint; wind bc‘^ifis to 
wo»*ry thcj clouds, following them, ehasiri).^ them away, 
fur.dnj^ on those which take' tla*ir place*, ami /•nally 
remdin^ them and putting them to IbKht just as a storm 
drives clouds olT a mcamtain pass. In the intervals of 
thf*ir flight first, a slope, thc*ii a crest, ajipears. At la^l 
1 begin to son. 1 r('<*ogni.se Fb*ury en'st, the tavim* of 
riiarnbitoux, tin* slopes of Demaumont, and them 
Hoiiaumont itsedf. 'J’hc' e*|onds are now Hying so fast 
that in a scM^ond lh<*ir ranks »ire» broke'ti ami tia* lamlseam* 


stands out w ith the^ astonishing elearm'ss which prec<‘elcs 
e.>r follow.s bad weather. 

Thrcjugh my artillery'- glasses J could count the shell 
hole's, 'rhey arc all full (if wate r. tVdiat a time? our men 
must have had if they went through there ! Tho land- 
sCiipe is not dead. Over there eui tho slopes of Douau - 
mont e.uirth-eolemred men arci moving about. 'Po the* 
l<‘ft and to the right theiy aro maridiing in Indian file. 
'Phe»y are? atlxane-ing, c*limhing, and graelueilly gesttiiig 
m*are*r their ohje*ctiv'e. At la.sfc there is one whosei 
sillioiictto stamls out upon the sky as ''learly as in a 
shadow' .show. Others are going clown a gorge. 'Phoy 
are gedng t(3 be* seen. Tht?y will bo mow'n eiown. Don't 
show yourselv<*s like that . Tl is cra/.y. Theiy are moving, 
.ind turn, dc^e-ribing n \ ast circle .irounel e;on<|tiejed 
Doiiamiiont as though. 1 1 ie?v umro dancing u “ farandolc ” 
of victory^ J want to shout. 1 must have shouted, hut 
I did not Iu*ar the? sound of my own voice in the* noise 
of burst iiig shells, for flu* lleTiiiaii riposte* had not licon 
tong in coming and shells an* bursting. 1 must ha\’e? 
sluaitC'd for my t('e*th shut ujam some earth splaslieel up 
into my open month by a shedl, which had just fallen 
e*l(»sei to me*. 1 )o(ia.tmiont is ours. 'Phe forinidahlt* 
I loiiaeimont, which eloniinate*s with its mass, its observa- 
tion pea'nt-!, the two sh(.>re*s of tlie* .Meuse*, is again French. 

This graphic (i(\seriptioii may be oompleteil 
)>y that givT>/t by th(^ .spt^eial eormspoiulent ot 
The Thnes with tlie Kreiieh Army, in a dispatoli 
(latc*(l Oeteher 25 : 

'Phe*re are* two ways of l(K)king at tho brilliant viejforv 
geiiried yt'steTehsy by the* Frcnedi at J>ouaiiinont. Ye»u 
m.iy say that Ve*rdnn wante*d more breathing-space, 
more* elhow-room. betore^ s<*ttling down for the winter, 
for then* is no denying the* fae*t that the- (fcrman.s weio 
uncomfortahly clo^e*. lit that e*ase.- it has alretuiy 
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s(u.*iireH a j<rpafc part of its olijpctivo. /ts the rosuli. 
of one day’s ina^nitiferit li^j:htin |4 it has i<'eon<|uoivd a 
strip of territory \vlii<*h it took the enemy months to 
win. 

They hav’o made a woiidi'rfnlly satisfaetory >lait. 
'rhoy have [)ro\'eil that tliey fiave the pouer of eoii' 
ilucting sueees.'ful ofTensive operations on a lar^e seal«‘ 
on tw'o widely reiiiovi'd sectors of the lim‘ at one and 
the saini' time, 'riiat will ^i\e the «*neniy foo<l f<»r 
tlionehl . 

From what f saw at Veidini on tlie day preeedinvi 
the advance, and on the day itself, it \\a'i p<rfeetl\' 
evident that our Allies have ui their eonimand hehind 
the lines in advance of th<’ f<)rtress an iriinieii‘-e re.ser\ e 
.store of ;^uns. Over a hreadth and d«’|)th of maiiy ^lile'^ 
the whole country was .'.warmin^^ >\ith troops, and 
mins and aminunition and a.erojilanes were evei \ • 
where. The fa<*t that tie’ battle was ‘'oin^* on all 
day over a front of about five mile.s niach? no dilTerenc’e 
whatever to the streams of eoiiN'oys movint,' to and 
fro alomi the roads leading to Vi'rdun from the south, 
'rile lU Mi in billets in the variiais villa;>es, the Arinamite 
and Sene>;aIcso and Fien"h roail-nieinlers, the tiioiisands 
of soldiers busii'd in a thousand and one different 
wajs in the block of country beliirid the line where I he 
icKiments en^am'd in the attindv wen* fi^htin^x, were 
all Koing on with thi'ir onlinary work for all the world 
as if nt>tliinj 4 out of the common was on toot, 'rhere 
seemed to bo ipiito as many troojis jnarcbiriL' aujiv 
fnan tho scene of action as towards it. 'riuTe w a- no 
.i^xtra oxeiteinent, no luss, no dis<irder, no hurryin^i up 
of reserves. Fverythin^ ln«l been carefully and .'.ysli'- 
matieally juepared well in advance of the <biy. .Ml 
that was necessary had been done. SoiiiO days befon* 
the attack, (jcneral Nivello’s army had tieen strmi^ily 
reinforced. 'Hie rest depended on tlio thin blue line 
ill the front trenches, the iiu'omptirable w'ork of t!ie 
i'unnera, and the daring of tho airmen. 

Tho actual artillery prejiaration be;;an rather more 
than a week ago. Then earno a siicce.s.sion of wet days, 
as the result of which the men wdiom I saw <-omiii;r 


hack from tin* tHMudics were plastered w'ith mud Iroiii 
hi'ad to foot and had heeomt' a line ol khaki instead ot 
a line of him*. 'The attack was eonseipient ly postponed 
till one or two bright ilays (cold enough, evi*ii before the 
arrival jiniper of winter) mmie it onet- more jn actiiaible. 
On .Momlay, when [ arriveil at Verdun, the Freneli 
guns and aeroplanes w(‘re part imilarly active. 'The 
resumial ])r(»liniiiiary homl'anlinent was in full swing. 
M’he air was i*h*ar, the sky was blue, a ralhf‘r cold suii 
w'lis shining brightly, and, though towanls evening 
a thii'k mist rose trom the IMeuse and hindered aeeiirate 
observation of tlu' effeels ol the gun-fin*, the rest oi the 
ilay was adniinihly suited to the Kreneh ]»IaiLs. Those 
in the know w'lTe very chary of giving any hut tho 
\uguest hints of the imarness of the ei>niing evi'iit. 

But the (lermaiis thern.selves must have been uneom- 
f<»rt ably aw are «)f w hat was in store for thi'iii. About 
;i thiril of the batti'ries with w hii-h they homharded 
N’enlim up to ami beyoml the iii'gmiiiiig of (be Somme 
otfeiisive bad bemi displae<‘d, »»r a,t all events bad for a 
eoiisiderable peiiml of lime lici n silent. With I be rcfvl 
they replieil to the iueessaiit fin; of the ^'lem•b guns 
with all (he vigour at tlaar eommand and sometimes 
with the nervousness horn of upfireliension. On tho 
ng befo , fo lit indy gioii )d- 

less alarm of an infantry attack, they sudilenly opened a 
barrage lire witli no lewer than K.'l batterie;-, all firing 
at once. 

.Ml dav long on Monda.y and fill late in thi* cwoaiiiig, 
when I was obliged to come away, the fierce duel went 
on, the French shells falling on the ridges north a, ml 
noiih-eiist of the town, th<* (l(‘niuiti roiiml the Fnmeh 
ba1t€‘ries on the nearer shapes f»f the ridges and in the 
vallevs and ravines between tliem. In ViM'diin it, self 
only tyvo or three at the most <*xploded wliih; .1 was 
there, 'riio enemy had other things to think of tlian 
the iwlilitional mangling of those shattensl ruins, and as 
for bombarding the citatlel, tlicy might as well try to 
slu^l the moon. 

But outside tho town on those northern heiglit.s, 
II i and behind wliieh half a million German soldiers 
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atul wliHf. wtiM Int'fc ot tho Crown Prinm’s niilit'iry ropn- 
tarioii havo |H?rish«'(l, the coiitituml roar of the mins and 
tho fliishcs aiai smoko clouds f»f tlio sholls wore- l)oni 
ill tlionisclvi's and for what tln‘y rmVdit moan a iiniKni- 
lloont and ehoerin^ sound and s[) 0 ( (aelo. Ami all llio 
fimo ovorht'ad tho aoropIuiK’s, tho .''phuidid, <launf lo^.s, 
far-sooin^^ oyos of tho French Ann\ , u» ro <*ahnl\ earr^\ iii^ 
on thoir invahiahio part of tin* cominim work, sonielinn‘s 
jioisod appanuiUy without, mot inn hij^li in space, iitteily 
disdainful of tho black siuufl^'cs of shrapnel buivtin;^ all 
round thorn as a Ib-rnian battery burst into a furious 
rapiil l)oinbanlnnMit , somel inu^s whirriuj; noisily as they 
<larled swiftly towards earth to deliver thoir messam*'^- 

I saw, on tho way up to Viuilun, a tijj:lit, sharjily 
tlolinotl amdfist tho clear blue sky, bet ween t w<i <to\vs 
and a eraceful st roiifjl-winpetl bu/./ard. T'he <*r<»\>.s were 
plucky onouf^h, but their moxeinents worn slow atul 
lu^avy eompareit with tho llij^ht an<l lii^htniieji. turns 
f*f their nioro active oppoiient. aiul when after 10 
minutes* wln*elin>^ and mainenvrinj; for position they 
gave up tho eontest aial flapped i^lunisily away, leaving 
tho bu///ard masti'r of tho air, tlie n'^ult of the strujit;h; 
of the binls a.ml that botwe«*n the French and Cerinan 
ai'roplanos j *d to la id j o» 1 h« 

whii'b the Allies art' yainin;^ »iver A’erdnn no h'ss than 
4»v’er tho Somme. 'The French bn/,/aid is .'snrui't iinoN 
wouiale<l to tho death, but it is the Cerniau < ri>w that 
lias been forced to beat a nMrcat, and most ol bis flapping 
nowailays is behind tbo se<*nriiy of bis own liiu"^, from 
whieli tbo information that be ean eolleet is of little 
value. Whereas tho Fnnieh airman takes pboio)j;rapbs 
of tho iMieiii\*s trt'iiehes and po'^it i^ais, which slniw the 
eoiuUtion to wbieh tlaiy liave been rediieetl by our 
jiuns, not only from the Fretieb, but also from (be 
Cormim and tlnwefori' unconcealed side of tliiun. 

On Tuesday, tho day i*t tin* attael^, tbo weatinn* 
changed again, to tho ilisniU anta^e of our Allies. 'I’ho 
sun was hiddon by a thiek blanket of eloiuls, tho tiir 
was thick and heavy with moisture, and a riv’or mist, 
added to an occasional dri/,/.lo of rain, blotteil tint the 
outlines of all biP the nearest hiMs. All the t'onditions 


;-r*cine(J to lie as imfavonralile a-s possibl^^ t<» an infantry 
attai'k, and it seems to me more than probable that 
that was tho view takoii by tbi‘ enemy. 

Hilt tins time there was to bo no holding back. Tho 
attack was <*a,rriod out as it liad been airnngod. Now 
was tlie moment wdien the exeel lenco of the French 
airmen’s work was put to tlie ])n)of. btad as the aidiinl 
day w'as for their pitrppse they brought tlowii three 
iMieiny aoroiilanos in tho Verdun district. As defensive 
lighting that was good. But it was what they had flono 
betore the flay that counlod in tlio attack. 'Tho position 
and the state of evtwy (Jlerman battery and trench 
ba.fl bemi ae.eurately notcfl and mappe<l for the infor- 
mation f)f tho staff and tho battery e<immaiiders, atul 
no anifumt of mist eould make any real diff»*reneo to 
tho French gnmuns. 

I watehfsl tho battle, first from a high position about 
five miles to tho west of Verdun, from which, if tlui 
flay had been line, tliero wonlil havo been a good panora- 
mic vi<*w of tho whole front of tho attack. But tho 
flay was imt fine, ami as tho wind was blowing away 
Irtmi thff battfjri (*3 to tho enemy’s po.sition, tho sound 
fif tlio eannoiiado, oven of the guns in the \’nllcy close 
belfjw', was dullod and almost inaudible. 'I'ho effect 
f)f tho bree/.o and of tlio heavy atmospluTo was like 
putting cotton -wool in fine’s oars. Only tho Hashes 
of tho gim.<, tho thin wisps of smoko from thoir muzzles, 
and the fhirk efilnmns as tlni shells, French or (lermaii. 
fixphahnl, shfiwf'fl that a battle was going fjii, and all 
that, fff oourM", >ou may see at any time on tho Verdun 
frtmt. T’hat was at about 12 o’clock, 20 minutes after 
!h<^ infantry had begun thoir advance. From that 
particular .-.pfd, bcfauso of the weather, it was hopolcs.s 
to think f)f set'ing anything m' wliat was going on, an«l 
pf'rinission to go anywhere on tho right bank of tho river 
was not to bo bail. 

But there wus aiit>ther look out, much nearer Verdun, 
though still fill the saiiui sifhi of it, from which it Ava.s 
po.S'^iblo to got a bf'ttor view, ami wlieu I got there, 
still early in tlio afternoon, tho mist slowly cleared 
away, luul one after aimther <hc ridge.s beyond tho 
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town which mount, vip, ono behind the other, from the 
holo in which Vcnhin lies, bopjan to show them-t<*lves. 
Highest of all, wlion at last it bocamo vi^jibJc, was the 
ridge of J^ouatjin »nt itself, and between it and Verdun 
two other linos, one .stietehing from Soiivillo, just bohiiul 
the French lines before the attack began, the othei 
nearer still, fr<an the Cote de Belleville to the Coto de 
Froidoterre on the loft. 'Fho ground in between theso 
ridgos and tho ridges themselves is much broken by a 
number of valleys and ravines, especially tho Uaviim 
do la Couleuvre, the Raviiio de la Dame, tho Ravine 
iyhamhitoux, and tho Ravine des Fontaines, in that 
order from left to right, that is to say, from north- 
west to south-east, and all those ravines run nearly 
at right angles to tho linos of tho ridges. But the 
general effect from that particuh\r standpoint is that of 
three nhnosV straight outlines of long, low hills rising 
ono behind the other, and culminating in tho bare ere-^t 
from whioli tho Fort of Duuaumonl dnniintiles tho 
whole position. 

That was tho setnio of Tuestlay's ^!*eMl hattli*, .as the 
result of which, after seven hours’ st'vm’o light inir. the 
Frenc'h <me(i more g.iiue<l tho in istrry of tho fort wlii<-h 


has cost so many Inmdreds of lives, and undid the whole 
Jif tho work which the Germans have done .since 
February 2.'». 

On the left of the fivt'-inilo front the attaek began 
from what was the most a»lvauc<al and most northerly 
])(>mt of the French line, at the t’dte tin I’oivre ami the 
tpiarries of Handroniitnt , about two miles east of the 
Meuse at Vaelieranvilli*. Between this point, and 
'riiiniimont, a distaneo of a mile and a half, tho lirsi, 
advance carried tlio Fnmch infantry about a mile to 
the roail running west fnun Domiumont to Bras, up 
the ravines of Conlenvro ami l.a l>aim'. In tlio next 
section troops start ing from Klenry mo vt'd almost directly 
north towards Doiiaurnont. n|) iind to tho loft of the 
Bavine Chaiml>itoux ii-ml fnok th»' Bois de la C:ii!Ii'ltt\ 
so that t lu^ way to Donaninont warn miw open on both 
''ides, ami fnrtle'r to the right llu' attaek was ))u^lied 
f »rwanl in a. .-^traiglit, lino betwi'eii Doimniuont ami 
Be/.(tn\'aii.x t )!1 it m'arly nvicInMl llu' f'ort of \’aiix midway 
between tluan. 

As far as 1 cun gather, thi' h’r<Mieh ( ! cm laN t hem - 
selvt‘s w »a*e jistomshed by llu‘ rapidit y of t la* advanea', 
ami during tin* atternooii «‘\tt'mlcd tle'ir a)bjcetivo 
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to include the capture Douaumoiil. Artillery and 
infa/itry fought together in perfect combination with 
magnificent courage and resolution. 'I'hat, for one 
who has seen them lately, was a foregone conclusion. 
The French have recently been <lescribcd as a tired 
Army. Nothing could btj further from the truth. 
'I’heir entrain is as fine as it over was and thoir oxperion<-o 
immeasurably greater. Vorsonally I have scon no tire<l 
troops among thorn. Fvon the mud-caked poifus, 
fresh from a long night in tho troiiches, »-ome of them 
mirsing frosthitton feet, are full of go and tletermina- 
♦ ion, and when yo!i see them after a few liour.s or da> s 
en repoa behind tll(^ lines, with clean uniforms and 
faces, they look as if notliing couhl stop them. 

On Tuesday nothing did. It was beatitiful to wateh 
tho regularity i>f tltc advance. Jn all directions, fmm 
hehiiid an<l in front and from both flanks, the batteries 
wore poiiritig their linrricane of steel on those long, 
low hills in front. Oradnally, as the aftc*rnoon wore 
on, the explosions of tho French 7.j-shtlJ.s and the 
double German barrage-fire beliind and upon or in 
front of tho attacking troojis moved stoiidily farther 
and fartlusr up the rii\’in(‘s and shapes. On tho tTe^.ls 
ef the farther ridges, fr< m flaiulromont to Doiiaumoiit. 
ami well past it to tho right, lingo jiiltars of black sire ko 
kofit shooting up fnan the groniul, ami two or three 
times a <len»o volume of white smoke, c^ihiurcd red by 
llam'', shone out for som • tinif' against the sky as a 
giant ineendiary shell .s<*t on fire Seine explosive or 
iuflammafile material. Ami all the tiim^ in the middle 
distance, between the French field batteries anti the 
hurst that outlined the |i<isi(ion of Jlouaumont ami tho 
retreating Gormans, shell . after slu*ll churned up the 
grouml over whicli tho infantry fight was advaneing, 
and filled tho air with ;yef. other clouds of earth and 
stones and smok«*. Stt'aclily, foot liy foot and trench 
hy tronch, hut with «*x( raord inary ia])idity, those 
spliMidid French itdantr> adN am:cd, driving the ciie*n\ 
befort; them for, reinemher, when the attack beuan 
the opposing (remhes were, as always, close up to <‘ael. 
other —and, tekirig M.riOd prisom'i's hy tin' wny, till it 
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GRENADE THROWERS. 

last, after a final sov^oro strngglo round Douaumont 
Foit, they shot all of its defenders who refused to 
surrender and won it back for France. 

fu a <Jay or two I hope to bo in a position to doscribo 
the eomlition of tho fort from personal observation. 
But m 'auwliilo, with the sound of those guns and the 
sight of tlio bursting shells moling tlieir way stt'atiily 
forward up the hills still fresh in my memory, it seems 
to 111 ) tliat this la-t friumoh of tlio Froneh is soiuf'thing 
moio than a mere proof to tho enemy that tlio Allies 
can strike in two places at once. For it carries with 
it the more siguifieaut and hojieful corollary that in 
two places at onci* tho enemy can he and have hceii 
fori'Ctl to give w'ay. Tin ir ]>owcrs of rosif»tanco arc 
vi^hly weakening. At Vonlun, as on the Soinmo, the 
day when the war of fixed tremlies will bo over is 
a|>proa<-hinif. 

Supposing, liowever. to put tlie ease at its be.st from 
the cm my'v, p,,iat of \ ievv, that the taking of Doiuiu- 
inojit and t>ie advance on each side of it wore only an 
isolated and momentary triumph. Sujiposing that 
I>oiiauinont were to bo taken from the French again, 
as it has bt'cn taken and retaken before, and that the 
Gt'rinans were to muster siillieient foroe.s to renew- tho 
attack on Verdun, could they ever siiecood in rcflueing 
it ? 1 think not. 'riicy have tho citadel to reckon 

w'ith. .\ great ileal has been proved, and still more has 
been writton, during this w-ar about tho inability of 
fortresses to withstand tho dostriietive action of modern 
artillery firo. 

But the citadel of Verdun is the iriiiinphnnt exception 
to the rule. By tho courtesy of Geru'ral Dubois, tho 
oHieer in command of the defence of tho city. 1 was able 
the other liay tt> seo something of its extraordinary 
strength, and of the alterations which have boon made 
in it, during tho bombardment, to make it still stronger. 
Of what thesis alteiations arc, and of tho points in which 
its strength consists, I will say nothing, exceid tho 
one fact that it.s interior tcoutea or galleries are more 
than four miles long, and can, therefore, house a very 
largo number of men. as well as material and provi.sions 
suflicicnt to keep them for a very long period. It might 
conceivably be invested. It could never bo distroycd 
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by bf unhar<l It- is to n.s tho 

stiori^j: ])lacn in whoso vaults, tirotoctod above by abn 
lo yju*(is of .solid rock, a lar^o number of our hOlov 
ioiiiitrynion taken prNouors in the Nap<d(‘oiuc \vai 
wero coiiaiiofl. It is far iiion? inti'n'^t iii^,^ as the 
tortrcjss which is proot’ against the most, \ ictlont boir 
b.irdnunt. 


I askoil (leneral Dubois to ^ive mo in a few words 
his own idea of the slren»;th of’lla* place, and this is 
what lie wrote ; 

“The Mio^t slrikiuLT thiiiu at Verdun is the [litiablo 
4ind Iain ntablo failuns of tlie (lennaui I'llort a^adnst 
all the inilitarv or;,nini/a1 ions <d' (he town. 'I’heir 
pn*sent certainty tiuit they will soon he delinitely 
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to rotiro (fliis wns wriHon tho <la,y licforo flir* 
iidvaiK o <»ii Doiiaiitiiotii } loads llioni fp(»rrt (iino (o fitn**, 
as liiis liappoiK'd again wif.liin tlio last low da;vs, to 
rtulouhlo tlio fury <»f llioir hoiu!>ai’dinoii< . Itat i< is 
troublo lost. During oiglit inoutlis nofliing lias givon 
way, iiotliiiig lias boon soriously iiijurotl in Ibo \ilals 
• it th«* dofonoo^, 'Tlio ol«l vyirrintr of Vauban an<l tlio 


ritadol itself aro unliariuoil. in spile of the !-tonu ol 
^».sn .vhelJ.s’ and proj<*ctilos t>f oilier ralibro.s wliioh lia\o 
been sbuw< ic'd ii])un tlioru. Quito the c'onlrary — 
a ml it is hardly neoossary to say so- the whole time 
wliieh has passed since the bc'giiining of the attac'k 
I'.as been made* wondeiful use of in juilting Veidiin in 
a state of s<»lidity of rosislaneci of which the* (iennanM 
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hiivo no idoa. This ooiwidoraMo ri'inforteiaeiit; of 
tlio mf?aiis of dofetico \v<)uKl liave \ ory iu\irh siirpristMl 
th.eni if thoir assault liatl suoccHMh-tl. Lastly, tlu* 
hombanlmnn f ifst'lf — a ^.lotail whit’li is iiat without/ it.'- 
piquancy —has on more lliau ono oc( ;i'<inn iac ilitatt'il tlu' 
execution nf important works. A .'ISO shell is somt*tiiin“^ 
very valuable ; it can do the w»>rk of oO men for ei^ht 
days ! That is the way in whieh the Oevmans, without 
8uspectin|^ it, have colln-boratod in the dehmee t>f tlu' 
fortress. It is also ono of tlie reason'^, and not. one of the 
least original, why they will never takt' \'('nlun.” 

IMiat was th(» spirit in whieh Krenehmen wJ»o uen* 
in position to know talked about N’tsdim — wiih, S'. 
L ean to.'.tify, the f»ille';t reasons for tlu'ir eonfidtmeo - 
hoforo the taking of Ilonanmont. It looks now h",-, 
than over likely that their contidence will he put ti> the 
proof. lUit it is I think worth remarkioLr llnil. iill the 
tinVv^i that weak-kneed pesNimisl wt*re tlouht iim the power 
of the Krcncli to hold Verdun both llu'v a;nl tlie Clerinans 
wen' riuikoning wnthout its And t b«' eitadi l 

is still there, unhurt and almost uusera(<‘hed, intiniteiN 
stronger than 'rroyon or Idi'iivillo or aii\ of the other 
forts that tlio (lermans liavo piilveri/ed For it earinoi 
be pulveri/ed. You <*ouId no more broak it. tiown b\ 
boinlainlment tlmn yon eonld smash (ht) Cry-^tal I’alai e 
wimhnvs with a {)ea-sbooter. 

Th«> g;ouoral coiirso of llit^ hjiltlr t)ii (lie first 
ihty vva.s dividcul, as wo 1ihvi> st‘i*ii, into two 
])liasos. Ill a similar way tlio stcuy <>f this 
oxtramoly siUHiossfiil oporatioii wliieh was later 
to servo tus tlm immediate just ilicat ion for 
( ieneral Nivtdle's afipoiiit iia‘iit< to ('ommaiid the 
Krt'iieh Army on tin* W’c'sterii Kr<uit falls natu- 
rally uudta* two lieadin^s, th<^ hatth^ of Dotiau- 


Alon^ tlio Douaumont front lield hy (h'lKu-jd 
<le Salius and ({maual <h' l*assag:a forliim> was 
varied. C)ii the e.Ktr«*in<‘ kd't the> llth Infantry 
Kegiinout, whieh had lieen added on to n*in- 
hirco the division, was instrnettMl to earry the 
llaudromont tpiarries. Here thc'y had to 
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mont and th<^ Iiatth* of \"aiix. Tin* operations 
around Donanmont w<*re very mneh more easy 
than those around \"anx, and iiuk'Ii mon* 
deeisive, siri(*e it was largely the su<-e<ss ^}( the 
Oouaumont fighting wJiieh rendered inevitable 
th© fall of V^anx Fort in the last stages of tin' 
engagement. 


ecuirpier a natural position of <|uit4' exceptional 
strengtlu they ha<l to work through a maze^ of 
re<lou})ts, forfifii'd wfu*k^, defy quantities of 
nnu'liine guns in positions in wlii<*h they could 
not In* reached liy artillery fire, and when tin- 
position was carried they had to continue 
fighting in tin* rjuarries themsidves with tin* 
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REST AND REFRESHMENT. 

The waterproof boots are useful if not elej$ant. 


AT DOUAUMONT. 

gronado. .IForo the Uerinaii counter-attafk 
was quicker off the mark than anywhere else 
along tlie lino, and with tho capture of the 
(juarry tho lltli Kt^giment, for a time at any 
rate, had to bo content. 

Meanwhile on the right General de Passaga 
hatl also made goc^d progress. His division had 
been given, as its fi»\st objective, the railway 
lino between Floury and Vaux, tho southern 
portion of Cailletto Wood, the Fausso-Coto 
battery, and tho northern and eastern slopes 
of the Vaux-Chapitre ridge. General de Pas- 
.saga’s task w^as extremely dilTicult. He 
occupied a re-entraiit in tho French line, and 
had considerably more ground to cover than 
his neighbours, and ground of an even more 
difficult nature, tho clay slopes of Floury being 
extremely awkward for tho movements of 
troops. Tho first objective, nevertheless, was 
readied in spite of all these obstacles with 
mathematical precision. After tho pause for 
rest and control which had been provided for 
in tho General Staff plan, the division had 
orders to carry the turret on the eastern side 
of Douaumont Fort, and to proceed to the 
w’ost of Vaux pond. General Ancelin, w^ho 
commanded the loft brigade of de Passaga’s 
division, moved out of the trenches at the 
liead of his mon^ anti met a soldier’s death. 
His place was taken by Colonel Hut in, who had • 
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already mot the enemy in tlio 5?\icco,ssfiiI Floury. VVe wore all deeply moved, and 

Cameroon cajnpaign.’*' He carried liis men lookc'd at each other, scarcely believing the 

without a halt right through to the pause evuleiice of our eyes, and when thc^ captuio of 

before the second objective. Just before the the fort was coiifirinod we went through an 

second movement began the clouds and the unforgettable moment.” 

fog began to disporso, and when tlie lifting The right-hand forcep had also found its 

weather gave occasional glimpses of Houaumont grip at tlie roots of the J^ouaumont molar. It 
Fort the men flashed forward with almost remainetl now for the specially prepared troops 
dangerous impetuosity. to exploit the advantages gamed, to push on 

The eastern battery and the turret, whicth by frontal attack and gain the inside of the 
were tho limits fixed to this brigade’s action, fort, wlmre every jweparation had been made 
were soon reached, and from the eoncpiered for a clospcrato resistance. 

f)ositions tho victors were able to watch tho In the attack upon Houaumont Fort tlic» 



A GAMP IN A WOOD NEAR VAUX. 

success of the operation directly in front of tlie systc-m of pincers, first applit^d in the Artois 

fort and to tho west. In the records of one offensive of .May, 11)15, was again adopted. It 

of the regiments which took part in this portion consisted of driving in upon each sid(‘ of a 

of the fighting there is a panlonablc hut <!om- strong position pincers of infantry and 

pleto absfinco of military sovfa*ity and official of gradually forcing the, tooth out of the 

style. oneiny’s jaw. Sniins’ division had to put 

“The spectacle,” it said, “was grandiose. in the left. f«)n;(^p, and it hid as its first 

The Colonials swept like a ri.sing tide over tho objective the Ravine <t(» la Dame, and ns its 

fort, inside which fighting still contiiiuod. Tf» second tlie Kavine de la Couhaivro on its left, 

the east wo could see tho Chasseurs climbing' au<l tho Thianmont anri Douanmout villagi^s on 

the slopes of La Cailloito and tlio Fausse -Cote, its c<‘ntrt‘ aial riglit. By two o’clock evc^ry- 

while an unending grey column of prisoners thing had workc^d so smoothly, tla^ arrango- 

climbed over tho Chambitoux ridg<> tow'ard.s ments for liaison had proved tfiemselv('s so 

♦ See Vol. Vm., pp. 301-5. ' perfoc't, tliat all the ohj<‘ct iv’cs given had hf^n 
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THF BOIS HODKRU, HHTWKRN VERDUN AND MORT-HOMME. 

Ill tact, ticrc^ as <^lsc\vh(*rc alonii the a liltlo slowta* owiiip to the ext raordina-rilv )>a<l 

tnmt, tho <d>joct-iv'<» giviMi had l>c<ai passiMl, and laitiiro of t ho ground. Ifi^ro again, on a small 

putting into aC/tion for th<5 first- time on any scrah*, tho pincia’s priiicijilo was applied. 

s(?alc now tactii's, onco tho trtiops Jia.d riMichcd 'riiia-uinont work was siirroundi'd and ^riiian- 

tlu' lino giv'on to tlu'in, bodi(\s ot men mont farm reacJiod almost at the same 

|)!is(ied on hoyond it into the <aiemy positions moment, and by 2.45 J)ouaumont village was 

with tla» objoert of d(^st roving guns and inat<‘rial. again Kreiudi, and tho troops were throwing up 

In tho (centre ot Salins di\isi(4n progress was tlaar tietencf's bf*yf>n<l its north-eastern out- 
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skirts. Tho Fort of DuiiHuniont, (he gr»‘at. 
molar of tho (leniuin jaw, laid tlio left forcrp 
firmly settled down at its root. 

'riio honour of carrying the fort had Ixmmi 
given to three battalions of the .Moroccan 
Colonial Kegiment, whicli had camt'd tliis 



to increa>c tlic cflicitaicy of their heavy gun 
l>oin})ardmciit . to esacuatt* cc'rtaiii portions 
<»t their liiu' at points which ran too clostj to 
tlu'ir artillery targets. (Jerinans, ta.king 

advantage ot tlu* fog, pnshi'd thr(»ugli, and 
wht'ii the first of the tluc(‘ 1 >ona.innont l)attalions 


FRISONFRS FROM THIAU.MONT AT VUROUN CATHKDRAI. 


<list intdion by its fine c*onduct at Oixniude 
and Kleury. Jt nud with unexpected n^sistanci* 
at the vc*ry outsrd of the laitfle, liaving to 
re<*apture portions of its f)wn line })cforc it 
was able to start off for the fort. The incid(>nf. 
was curious as an illustration of the surprise 
which even a modern battle may (-ontain. 
Tlie Fixmcli had found it necessary, in ordt'i* 


n.flvancc'd, it found tliat it liad to cle>i,r out its 
own trenches witli gremuh's before it could 
get going. It did not take long. The Modat 
battalion reached its first objective witluait 
mu<*h delay due to this inei<lcnt, and dug 
itself in, while the ('roll battalion swept past, 
aial ]>us}H‘d right beyond the fort, l<‘aving it 
to be j'arried by Major Xicolay’s battalion. 
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Thc\s<>i iiKMi ft)!* \v<‘(*ks ])(*fi)rf luicl foiieentratf'd 
tin* wJioh* of tlicir Ihoiijjjhts and actions upon 
the rt'oapturo of Doiiauinont Fort. In thr 
roplioa of tln^ fort on‘(*t(*d on tin* training 
ground in th<? r(*ar tlioy had fon^lit th(^ aflion 
<imo aftt^r fiiini in aixt ifipal ion. J*]ach man 
k Kuv till) rxa(;t spot for \vhi<^h ha was ti> 
fi^hf ; aa(?li man kranv tho natun* of tla* 
oh.staalas Iio wonl(J have* to ovt'rcona*. '^riia 
halt alion, inoraovri » had boon spatially etpiippad 
for itns task. 

It inovcfl out in thi<*k(*ning fog, and had, 
lik(i most of tlio troops throughout tho day, 
to rely upon tiu; tronipass for its dirt‘<*tion. 
.Disaster laairly ov<a*t,t>ok tla* men. An t‘rror 
in th (5 eompass, caus(*tl prohal)ly hy tlie attrac- 
tion of a rt'V'olver or some oth<*r pi<*c<^ of metal, 
misI(Hl them, and they wt'Hi moving far from 
the dinH*t line of advanet^ when suddenly 
fog lifted a litth*, and two (lermaii prisoners 
who cana^ in pointed out tla; rising hf‘ight. of 
l)ouaumont> in tIu* <listanc<*. 'I'he nuui had 
hetai strung up t(i sucli a pitch that wlu*n they 
found th(Mns(*lves in front of th<* goal there was 
an extraordinary pause, and a feeling almost 
ndigious in its intensity, which is well descrilM‘d 
in Major Nieolay's rei)or(, swept, througli 
t laan. 

“ d'la* MaTSouins, dragging <»ia‘ foot after 
a.n()tln*r from tla* mud, pnsh<*d forward to tr\ 
their hark, d'hei'c* was no gunfire on their line, 
no infa.nt ry n‘sist anc(\ There u as a lieavy liocia* 
hai'rage. fire, hut far in the n*ai*, in (l>e KaA'ine 
d ‘s \'igin‘s. It was close nj)on three o'clock, 
Dorey's ileta-chmeiit laid entered the foi’t with 
out firing a. shot , and was installed to tiu* south- 
west- of the (|ua.rters and turiets, in excellent 
condition, neither firing nor being fired upon. 
Wr <*ould no long<*r thiidv <if met liodica ll\' 

lopfing tiu* order of battle which had l>een 
originally fores(’cn. 'The Horlu's, without an\ 
douh. , w e!’t' aw aie of our ai*ri\ al, and we had t o 
attack them a.s »|uieklN' as possible, before fhe\ 
hail n‘co\t‘red fi-oin theii* panic, d'lu’ men. 
moving forward und(‘i- a low -H\ ing aeroplane 
showing the three colours of Fj-anee, adxaiuvil 
to tiu* ditch, its ollieei’s ;it its head, and theii* 
rifles at tiu* rc*sf , and then climbed up 1 Ik* .'-t«*(*p 
slopi* of the rampart through tin* 'gorge.' 
W'lu'Ti flu'y reaelu*d the top of this rampart 
t lu'\' saw before tlu'iu the gaping openings of 
the low (‘I* (■asemate-^. and m front thi‘m 

the courtyard in t‘\t raordinary nplie.ival. 
Ui*fore the chaos which had fallen upon the 
gn'at fort, a symbol of will and of ]>ower, th** 


fort whicli had boon so marvellously retaken, 
the leading sections of the columns came to a 
halt, and gazed. The battalion leader, who 
had stayed behind for a moment at the bottom 
of tlu' moat in order to control the inov'ernent, 
reached tlu^ hi*ad of the battalion at tliis 
monu'nt, and, while acknow lt‘tlging to the full 
the sanctity of this unforgettable sight, ga.ve 
the ordir to attack the machine-guns wliieh 
w'cn^ l)i‘ginning to get into action from tiu* 
casemates. The resistance put uj) by tiu* 
(h rmans was brief, and the (i}renadi(*rs soon 
ch‘ared out the last f)f tiu* garrison from the 
underground caverns of the fort.'’ 

'The next day (leneral Nivelk* s(‘nt the 
folk»wing Army Order to the troops under 
(jJ(‘TU‘ral JMangin's command : 

()flie(‘rs, non-commissioned ofhc‘(‘rs and 
men of the .Mangin (Iroup. In a f(*w hours, by 
a niagnifiec'nt assault, you have wrested at 
oiu' blow* from your powerful enemy tlu^ ground 
liristling with ol)stack*s and fortresses to the* 
north-east of N^'rdun whicli took him eight 
months to win in fragments and at the cost- of 
dc'sperate c^tTorts and great saeriliet*. You 
liavt* add('d fn*sh and striking laiir<*ls to those 
wliieli eov(*r tiu* colours of the Y(*rduu army. 
Oil behalf of that army T thank you. You Juu’c 
des(*rved well of your c'ountry.'’ 

(tenoral Kivelk^ had also ad<led to his own 
'■iur(*ls as a sidentitie artilleryman. It wa.*- 
with a l•^*})utill ion gaineil in the ust* of t he 
7r» e. gun that lu* madt* his way a.t \’(‘rdnn 
in the ('arlita* sla.gt*s of tiu* battk*. It was 
with the ])rodigal and seii*ntitie use* nf artillei’V 
of the lu‘a\i(*st dt*seription that tiu* suee(*sses 
of this ()el(>b(*i* hatth* wei*(* gain(‘d, 

M. Louis Beraud, describing tiu* fort on 
October 2ti, wrote from tiu* fort itself: 

“ .Vroimd me tiu'n* is a uu>s( frightful din, 
a.iid great trallie through the tunnels of tliis 
reilouhtahU* fortr(*ss, which are still intact. 
N'ou can even iicar the Jiimi of (‘lectric motors 
lhi*ough tiu* shouting of tJu* couiith'ss fatigue 
parties bringing in food and munitions, ddu* 
French are moving in. But through it all 
then* is tiu* horrihlt* snu*ll which spoils tiu* 
pleasun* i>t \'i«‘tor\'. Jii ilu* eas(*ma.tes (‘very- 
thing go(*s to sliow tiu* speed of our atta.ek 
ami the rapitlity of tiu* Oenuan deh*at. , Arms 
.•md clothing lie in Jieaps on tiu* hods, th<* tahk s 
an* still et>v«'red witli food. Fverxdh ng was. 
th<*n* is lu) doubt, pi*rfeetly <pii<*t and ord<*rly 
when our ^larsonins made tlieir irru])tion. 
Fnuii the out.‘-idt‘ thi* fort looks like a huge hctip 
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(JHNEKA!. MAN(;iN, 

Commanding the French forces which drove the Cermans out of Douaumont and Vaux. 


of ]>hu‘k (‘iirtli ; <1 k' moats and dilc-hos iu> lon^rr 
oxisi, and tlaa r is not liinji })ul a- frwYditful 
<^Iiaos of sfoiios and of mud, in wliirli \(>u lia\(* 
tos(‘ai*<*[i for a. hole* xN'Iiich on(‘(‘ was an iMif ra.n<f. 
"Flic work of our artillrry was t itiucih h>u>. 
The •rt^ is not eud\" not a ^'ar^l, hut jit<*rally not 
a sc|ua,n‘ ine*h, «>f ^i*ound lid ween tin* lir>t 
(h'l'inan line* jjiid the* fori which has not hccii 
ten'll u|> hy sht*llfii*»‘. If is impossihle* !«• 
iiiadiix* ch'struction on sucli a^ scale/’ 

I he tor't cousi>^led of two stoi'cvs, eo\« i-<*d 
w if h a. I rcm<‘ndous cuii’a.ss of saaid and a ri ue>ur<*d 
ccmi'iil. This >hi«*ld lia.d comph-i els' eleli<‘d 
th(' efforts of fin* Cerman houiharduient in 


h’chrua.ry, laif 1)»‘nr*afh f hr rcj)e'af<‘d blow s of 
fill* ;_u*ea.t h'le iich Mi inr*h howitzer sln‘lls it 
Tiivc wa.\ in lhr*<’<' places. ’Two ca.seina,tor 
and oin* ol the first sfoi'ey cnri*idoi's w<*rei 
|)iei*ce*d, a,nd the* upp<‘r works, such as <thsei-\a, 
ti<»n sta.tions, turi'ets, count ersca.i| > walls, e*te., 
uei*e* <'om f )l< *1 < ‘ly destr<»\ed. d'lM‘ nie*at was 
fille“d up, anel tin* e)Ul«*i- tumn l,'^ were* hl<ic]<«-d 
hy fin* I i*enn*!nlou.-< lii’e <-oin*oni rat <*d up<>n 
tin* le»rt. In lhr<‘<* da.\ s lOO Ions of .'-le. l ami 
lli^ll e'\plosi\<s fell uprtii it. .No Ic.x.-, tlian 
ri fif f]ic.-,e Jiujro missile-s we*rc flun;/ upon 
Mn* fort. 'Fwenf\-fwo r»f them fell in tin* 
iinmediale in^ighhoui In >od of t he loj‘< , lili 
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SOME OF THE PRISONERS TAKEN ON OCTOBER 24. 


insulo the out-rr wiill, Jiiul 20 upon tli<» for( 'Plio 501 li Cernian Division lia<l boon wurnod 

building itsolf. to oxpiMrt an onslanghi, as was sliown by a 

This tornado of h1u*II stirred the grrmtid up \ari<^ty of regimental and staff ordt^rs fouial 
as though it a wtiisk going through <‘r(‘ani, on prisoiua’s. Tla^ (barmans, howovcT. 

leaving it twisted and iiiangletl in faiifastie endcuivoured to mak<‘ out that along th(‘ whole 

sliapes until it resembk'd a sbu'my sea sudd(‘nl y of tho .1 >ouaumont *\hMix front the FnaK h had 

frozen into iinniobitit y. struck a blow at spae(‘, and that they laid 

When the vitdorioiis I^Veneli troops had tiiially voluntarily n‘lin(]uishei[ their positions. 'Phis 

disposed of tlie last Cerman lurking in t h(Mnid<a-- argunuait was d(.velop(‘d at haigth in a semi- 

ground <‘a.verns of the Fort, tho jjerils and ollieial statenuait- issinMl on November.*!, whieli 

hardshij)s of the day w<*re by no means ende»|, .said “ Tho projected withdrawal of the 

but tho men in organizing, amid all this eliaos, first line in the Douauniont -X'aiix sec*tor of tlx' 

a. position caipabh? of d<*f«ai<'(^ wen> elHM*red in front tt> pn^pareil p«>sitions was aeeomplisluvl 

I h<‘ir work l)y th<? pi’ospts’t of e.om]»let \ iel ory. on Wi'dnesday niglil. Although I Ik^ Fr(*neh, 

During tho f(»lh)wing days eountirat tack fa.voure<l by foggy wt^ather, W(‘re able on 

tollowc'd <‘oimf er-at tai’k. Dn Oetolx'r 2.1, at Oetubta* 24 to a<l\'aneo jtist at th(^ time \\ laai 

a. 111., and again at half-past, two in the this withdrawal was in progn'ss, and thus 

altt'rnoon, two attai'ks wiau^ launelu*d against obtained ii local siuuu^ss, tla^ methodical ret n^at 

the Fort and the trout immediately to the east of the troops from Vaux Fort was (tarried out 

of it. Moth brok(' down uutk*r the Fn*neh on thtwiight of Novenibc»r 1, without tho atten- 

artilh*rv and ritk^ tire. An liour latia* a third tion of tho enemy l)eing aroused. Moreover, 

and more powerful assault was dt'foatf'd with at dawn on November 2, the deceived French 

heavy losses in <lebouehing from irardaumont opened tiro on Vaux Fort and maintainod it 

Wood. \ fourth attempt against the trtMiches into tho daylight. French a.ssaulting columns 

south of Chauffiair Wood was ispially un made an attack into spaci^ an<l discovered tho 
successful. Douaumont was tirmly held. fort had been abandoned.’' 

Meanwhile i>n tho French right (baieral Tho statement- then proceeded to develop 

lairdemelle’s division, which occupiivl tho front once again the alternating theories as to tla^ 

from Vaux Fond to T^a (layette, was making value of 1 1 u» po.ssession of these two forts which 

slow progress. The ground was inon» diilicult tho (Jermans used in propaganda work accord- 

and in some ways mori> elaborately d<‘fi'iide»l. ing as the positions were in French or German 

Here, also, tliero w^ls no qut'stion of surprise. ])o.s.session. “The forts of Douaumont and 



THE TIMES HISTOIiV OF THE W’AF. 


4GU 


of V^a\7x,” it saiil, “ phiyod an import aixt part 
ill he battle of Venliiu so long as they remained 
as French forts in tlie lumds of tlie (leh iulers. 
In order to weaken tlie Verdun position they 
lia<l to l>o rendf'red inoffensi\-e : d<‘pri\'ed of 
their hgliting means and largely dt^s^^\ved, 
tht^y pf)ssesscil only a limit t'd value ha* tlu* 
assaulting party from a tactic^al ])oinl of view 
immediately tlu* attack upon \’(‘rdun had been 
int<'rru]ited. Furtlier, th(‘y gave the 1^'reneh 
artillery <'XC(‘ll(Mit obj<*ctives. In <*onse(juen<*t‘ 
of local gains by th<' Frtaich in the neighbour- 
hood of the fornaa* fort of Douaumout tin* 
import anee of \'aux l^^ort to the (lermaii tr<n>p> 
laid become less than nil and theic was ne 
rt^ason to make great. sa<*ritic(vs for the main 
t(*nan(*e of this advan<*(‘d position. .\s also 
th(' grouiKl near Vaux was not suitt'd for the 
w(‘st and the soutJi the fort was abandoned 
and the (ha'inan battle lint* was <*arried back 
to a mor‘e favourable lim' which Jiad long ago 
b(*(‘n pn^parcMl. It is h'ss visible an<l l(‘^s 
(‘xpos<ul to tli(' (‘neiny's artill(‘ry tire. It is 
Wi‘ll to a<ld that the abaiuh)mn<‘nt of V'aux Fort 
is dov'oid of any important erfe<‘t upon the 
situation before \h‘rdun." 

Only a inontli befor(‘ a (J(‘rman gcaieral. in 
a jneuH)randum ]ail)lish(Ml by />’ ///a.s/m/ma. 


had most thoroughly <Iisagn*('d with th(* above 
argument. ‘‘ 'The value t)f the fort,” he wrot*'. 
** lt‘aving asidt‘ altogether tlu' great political 
im[)ortanc(* t)f its possessi«>n b\ us, lie's in the* 
possi}>ility of onr artillerv’ dominating the* 
It'rrain in front of it, thanks to the t'xce'lleTU 
obs<*rvation peists in its armourt'd turrets, W'e 
can onlv' prevent a. surprise* c>f e.)ur first line* b\ 
its me'aiis. IMoreove'r, to a ce'itain evxte'ut, the* 
ft>rl give's eair re'se'rve's ge)e)el sh»*lte*r* two 
kileant't re's fre>in eair tirst line'.” (le'ue'ral ve»n 
be>i*lie)\N', in an e>rde‘r issue'd on Se'pte'Uibe'i 
IS pr<*s<‘ribe*< 1 that e'V'ci'vt hing possible^ sheailel 
be* elefne* to re'infore'e* the* wlmli* peisilieai and 
[>arl ie*ulai“ly the' \'au\ Ohaj >it re* se'ctea*. lb* 
ea'ele'ie'd that “the* tii’st line sheailel be* se> 
st re*ngl he*ne*d as te* be* jd)le* te> le'sist e‘ve*n a 
slre>n«g attack” for w hie*h he* was <*vid(*nllv 
pre'part'el, fea* he* proci't'tls ; “ Ae*(*oreling te) 

the* te-rms eef au ()rde*r e'apture'd by us we* ma\ 
e'xpe'et with e*e'rtainty that the (*ne*my v\ill 
e'onliime* his atleteks e)n the* I'ight bank of tlie* 
.Me'use*.” An orde*!* issue'd by (Jcne'ral von 
/iWe'hl, whe) <*e>minan< led the* 7th Ib'se'ive* 
('eerps, elate*el Oe*te)her 25 (the* e*V'e* e»f the* 
attae-k), n*ve*als emything but em inteaitieai le> 
withdraw te* “a. j)re*])ar(*el line*” in the* n*ju*. 
'This orele'i* ran; A(*e'e)reling te* informatiem 
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from agents a French attack on the Vcrdnn 
front is to ho e^xpectod. Oiir battle position 
must bo held at all costs. Infantry and machine 
guns must be ready to repulse French attacks 
at any moment. The greatest number of 
grenades must be carried to the front line, 
the reserves, and machine-gun rescu'vcs, at 
Thiauinont-Hang and Ablain-Schlucht and 
Minzonsclilucht must be [prepared to go to the 
front lino at any moment.” 

In vi(3vv of those tiocuments the semi-onicial 
staterncint that the Fnjueh Imd no resistance 
to meet, aral ihat the (Jermans liad decided to 
abandon tlu5 positions from which t)u\v were 
driven, sounds singularly unconvincing. 

As a matter of both in the Douaiimont 

and in the Vaiix-C.-hapitro sections of the front, 
the enemy, though obviously tired and 
demoralized, fouglit fairly well. Tlie battle 
for Vaux was the nion^ hotly contested. Here 
the (lorman defence lay well in front of tlu* 


fort itself, which had been reduced to a very 
sorry state by the continuous artillery bombard - 
m€3nt. The field defences consisted of a double 
line of trenches wdtli a supporting lino between 
them, the whole organization covering a depth 
of some two kilometres. Fvery available 
shell crater ha^l been turno<l into a machine- 
gun nest. Pivot points of defence were scattenni 
throughout the organization. On the left of 
this portion of the battle front, that is to say, 
in the ntdghbourliood of J^a Sabliore, the first 
line wus c*arriod before night fell on October 24, 
blit only after very heavy fighting. But. 
broadly speaking, on the wlu)le of the A%iux 
front thf5 first line and its tiefeiisivo works were 
not (‘apturod until tht^ evening of tlu3 25th. 
Progress was extremely slow, each bIo<ddH)uso, 
t‘aeh <)rganized shell -iiole, having to be treated 
as though it were a big fortress. Comm uni - 
<*ations were extremely difheult, and finally a 
flirt h(‘r bombardmemt r)f the foit liarl to hi* 
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MUSIC DURINt; REST-TIMB. 


ll’ti/tih Offii'tul rUotonraph. 


The French Military Authorities provide bands in the villages around Verdun, primarily for the 

entertainment of soldiers restinj^. 


farriiMl out. (JoiK'nil Aiidlauc'r's ilivisioii, 
which had roliovod J-<ardciii<*llo’s fircil troops on 
October 28, (tarried tlic wijoh' of Fmniri NVood, 
and on the morning of November 2 (explosions 
in 1 hte fort and other si^ns of evaenation l(*d to 
instructions ixMiig gi\'(‘n for the. oeeupatioii of 
! h(e stronirhold that night, 

A reconnaisanco party was sent out. and 
roamed round tlie f<jrt in darkness, (‘udea voiiring 
to find a way in. Finally a very narrow op<‘ning 
was diseov(‘r(^d in one of the machine-gun 
slicelters and a man of unusual thinness crept 
through it into the fort. ffis lioutenant took 
off his uniform and tine man managed to ])ull 
him in after liiin. 'J’lioy found the inside of tlu* 
fort in a state of indescribabliMionfusion. "riie 
stores which had been for the most, part fired 
when the Germans ev^aeuatod tlu^ fort wta’e 
still smouldering, and the underground chambers 
resoLuided with explosions as grenade's or 
cartridges were reached by the tire. 

On Friday, November 3, the Fn'iich troops 
\\ent forward from Vaux Fort to the end of 
the jdateau overlooking the Woevre ]>laiii. 
On Saturday night and Sunday morning they 
captured Vaux and Damloup villages. Thus 
in this portion of the front in less than a fort- 


night till* French rc'slon'd the front which they 
had occupit'd in March b(*for(^ the first (ha^inau 
attack upon Vaux, winnir»g l)a.ek in that time' 
ground wliich the Gerina.ns had struggled for 
during nc'arly nine months. 

Between October 24 a.nd Novi'inlx'r 22 thi^ 
Fn'iieh look o\'ta' prisorii'rs and captured 

many guns, both Ji(‘avy n,nd fk'ld piec(*s, and 
larg(' ([iiantities of stori's. Th(*y had giv(*n the 
(J(*rinans a ))low whieli l<4’t iluan exposed to 
furth(*r attack whenever the Fnaicli tlesired 
to follow Uf). 

That, flirt her blow was delivennl with almost 
startling opportuni'ru'ss just after the? launching 
of Germany's first ofliiaal peace ov(*.rturi*K and 
on till! of tho a.ppoinf.m(‘nt of (feiu'ral 

Niv(*II(‘ to sneeet'd G(*iH*ral doff re in (joinmand 
of th(^ northern and ('astern armies of France^ 
on the W(?st(a-n front. Four days Ixjforo th(' 
fresh victory of tho FiX'nc.h at Verdun in th(' 
closing days of 11)10 the Imperial Gharl(^eHor, 
Herr von Bcthmann-Hollwi'g, had arrogantly 
stated that “ (h'rmany and laa* Allies, Austria- 
Hungary, Hulgaria, and Turk('y, havo given 
pr'iof of their indestruetibk^ force by gaining 
considerable successes over adversaries sup('rior 
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to tliom in nnmbors and in war inatorial. 
Thoir unshakable lino ro.sistH Iho uiH-oasiii^ 
attacks of thoir onoinios* armies.” 

Foiir days later — oha J3ocoinbcr 10 — Iho 
French oflicial coinmuniqu6 was able to 
announce that on a front of six miles the enemy 
lino had been crushed in to a depth of two and 
a half miles and that on the first day of battle 
7,500 prisoners had already passed into tht^ 
cages. The victory thus announced had been 
in preparation practically ever since the re- 
capture of Douaumont and Vaux Forts. It 
caino as a most adniirablo answer to the 
treacherous peace talk of the enemy and was 
full of splendid promise for General ^ivelle’s 
possession of tlie post of Conimander-in-Chief. 

It might have been possible after the capture 
of those two forts to havo pushed still farther 
ahead at once. Thq command, however, had 
laid down formal orders on this point. Troops 
which found the possibility of pushing beyond 
the objective assigned to them were to do so, 
but after destroying as much material and guns 
as they could find were to return to the lim‘ 
marked out and there consolidate their position. 
Thi.s strategy was the result of General Nivelle’s 
scientific method of attack. It was also due, 
in part at any rate, to his desire to spare his 
men as much as possible. It was a good 
example of the military doctrine of the economy 
of force. t 

The new ^front which crystallized after the 


October-November fighting stiii left the enemy 
in possession of several extremely useful 
observ^ation points on Ridges 329, 342 and 378. 
from which access to Douaumont Fort and 
other points upon the line could be controlled 
and rendered difficult. It was necessary 
in order to derive full benefit from the October- 
November success to push the enemy far back 
from these peep-holes beyond Chambrette 
Farm, Bezonvaux and Hardaun\ont Wood. 

TJie positions held by the Germans along this 
line were strong. In front of them extended a 
htrgci strip of country rendered almost impossible 
by rain. Their line had been enormously 
strengthened since the earlier offensive. It 
rested in the wc'st on Vacherauvillo, passed over 
the high Popper Ridge, round Haudrornont 
Wood, Chauffour Wood and the foot of Ridge* 
342, behind Bouaumont, and then formed a 
sali*‘nt reaching almost tn V’'aiix Pond in the 
east 

The task before the FVench was nion? diflumlt 
if possible than that of the capture of Oouaumont 
and Vaux Forts. They had first of all to rest ore 
some order in the battlefield they had t lam 
swt'pt over, and an immense amount of engineer- 
ing work was necessary before they could think 
of resuming the offensive. They had b<‘for<‘ 
them defensive works of very much greati'r 
de|ith than those stormed on October 24. In 
taking 14ouaiimont, once the first lino— -the 
<*rust as it were — had been broken through. 



MASS IN A VAULT BENEATH FORT 
VAUX AFTER THE VICTORY. 
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the rest was a comparatively easy matter. In 
this December attack they had to advance from 
ono strong line to another, organized with groat 
skill and offering ambush after ambush to the 
oncoming troops. 

The (Torman front was held by five divisions 
— the 14th Reserve, the :i9th, lOth, and 14th 
active and the 39th Reserve Divisions. Fifteen 
battalions, or between 8,000 and 9,000 men, ht'Ul 
che first line. The same numhc'r was laid in 
immediate reserve and the remaining liatialions 
were “resting” ready for an iininediato call. 


men had the misfortune to have at their head 
an aged general — Ivruger by name — who 
thirsted for glory. 13y steady log-rolling and 
intriguing ho liad his «*ldt‘rly rescTvists reinovetl 
from tlie peaceable front they oecupic'd in 
Alsace to tht' more glorious region of the Meuse. 
It was his fate to run up against the doughty 
veterans of General de Passaga’s division, 
which was nicknamed “ la Gauloise,” and 
each of whose reginu'nts bore the name of a 
famous battle of tho Great War. 

With (icneral <le Passaga's division was 



\l'ri'tuh Official Pfiotoi:raph. 

MORE PRISONERS FROM DOUAUMONT AND VAUX. 


M4iero were, moreover, four further divisions 
<;loso at hand able to roach tho front in a night 
— the Garde-Ersatz, the 30tli, and 5th Divisions 
of infantry and the 23rd Division. It must be 
pointed out —and here, again, is ono of the 
effects of the St>mmo upon this portion of 
Verdun’s history ’ that many of t hese* men 
were exhausted. Tho 39th Division, for in- 
stance, had been through tla* northern furnace 
and had been sent to “ rest ” in the Verdun 
sector ! One of tho most noticeabli^ effects 
of the 8oinme fighting was, indeed, that 
Gorman divisions had to tak<* what rest they 
could get, not in tho rear, but in the front lim^ 
of a “ quiot ” portion ^)f the front. Tho 39th 
active Division in large nuinbers ftmnd its 
“ rest ” in the prison camps of P’rance, Anothc-r 
weak element in the (Jerinan forces was the 
30th bavarian Division of Reserve. These 


another Douaumont division, that of (U?in*ral 
Salins. Next him came General du Plcssis’ 
division, which had nu*t tho German onrushes 
of February and A[)ril. General Mutcau’s 
division had yt^t to gain its spurs in tho assault. 
All thoso troops wont through a pcjriod of train- 
ing similar to that given them for tho capture 
of Douaumont. 

On th(^ ovo of thc! at ta(4c Gc*noral do Passaga 
issued the following Order of the Day ; - 

“ Your coiu’age has drawn t(;ars of pride from 
the 4»yos of tlio women of Franco. Coinrados, 
a frosh exploit is (h*mandrui of you. From 
the heights of Hardaumont tlio Roche still 
sees a corner of tho glorious field in which ho 
thought to decide tho dostinii^s of our country 
and of tho civilized world. To you has been 
given the honour of carrying tho height with 
tho works of Hardaumont, of the Muguet, and 
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of Lorient. You will push your bayonets w'ell 
Ijeyond that. You will add to tho glory of 
your flag the lustre of another unforgettable 
day. Your fourrageres will speak of the 
crowning of the work of the Verdun army.” 

General Muteau, to his division, pointed out 
the example of the neighbouring division; 
which had already gained its right to fame in 
previous Jissaults. “ You will justify,” he saal, 
“tho honour which has been paid you.” lie 
cioucluded his Order of the I3ay with this fine 
phrase : '"A Vheura dite hmd left va^urn i Kt 

en avant pour noire chere France." 

1’he bornbardnuait of the (h'rinan line was 
<*arried out in spitt? of great atinosi)herie 
difticultics with tho greatest possible? su(*ees8. 

The tasks of the? h?ft and right divisions wore 
very unociual. On tho left tliere wore only 
some seven or eight hundr(?d yards to hr? gained, 
whereas on the right the advane<? had to cover 
two and a half miles r)f ground. 'FIk? morning 
of the 15th was cloudy, hut there was no fog, 
aiul visibility was extrem(?ly high. .Vt 10 
o’clock, without any sla(;kening of tho artillery 
fire, the men got over their parapets along 
the whole front of the right bank of tho Mouse. 

General Muteau’s troo|>s on tho left 
thoroughly justitieil the ho})es ])laced in them. 
Twelve minutes after the attack had started 
Vaoherauville village was envelop(?d, and by 
10.35 tho tremendous jjosition of J*(^p[)er Hidge 
had boon carried, b’or Louvement tho lighting 
was much more serious, but lien* in spite of 
desperate resistance Jjouvement village and 
Charnbrettos farm fell into French haials b(?fore 
the day w^is over, 'fhe? situation at the end 
of tho first I lay showed that Pepper Hidge 
from Vacherauville to houvemeut Jiad been 
carried, but there was an awkward salient in 
the position. Chambrettes farm had >)eon 
rendered untenable by (Serman bombardment, 
anti the right was luing up in front of (’aur- 
riores wood. Dtiring the night the Pepper 
Ridge salient was pusht'd back, am I by 8 o’clock 
on the morning of the Ifith the lino had been 
completely rectified. This day saw the Ger- 
man resistan(!o in Weimar trench broken 
down, and Hezonvaux village captured. The 
fighting throughout this day was extremely 
fierce and confused. At some pt)ints tho French 


wont forward with such dash that they had no 
time to worry about the hundreds of prisoners 
they left in the rear, and this gave rise to an 
inciflent which is w^orthy of note. Tho 
prisoners made at Rezonvaux, who numbered 
five or six hundred, had to be left in charge 
of a very small guard w’hile the assaulting 
tnx)ps pushed forward to meet the ever- 
recurring German couriter-attncks. While one 
of tht?se counter-attacks was in progress the 
prisoners got the better of their guard and, 
seizing arms, w^ero preparing to pour in fire 
upon tho rear of the trench wdien tho happy 
arrival of fresh rf?inforcenumts [)ut an end to 
their enterprise. 

On the 17th and 18th tlie French cleaned up 
tho battlefield by recapturing (’hanibrettes 
farm. 

(General Nivollo, on tho afternoon of the first 
day of this battle, took leave of his staff before 
taking u]) his post of (.’ommander-in-rhief in 
these words : “ Gentlemen, I l(?ave you after a 
splendid day. The experience is conclusive ; 
our method lias proved itself. Once again the 
Second Army has shown more clearly than 
before its moral and mat(‘rial as(‘endancy over 
the enemy. V^udory is certain, of that 1 can 
assure you- ( J(?rmany wdll learn this to her cost.” 

General Nivelle di<l not know^ hf»w' complete? 
was the victory his army had gained. They 
captured 11, .387 prisoners, 115 guns, 44 miiu? 
throwers, 107 machine-guns, and great quan- 
tities of stores. Less than six French divisions 
beat six German divisions in attack, and, as 
General j\langin declared in an Army Order, 
they had given tho only ‘reply possible to 
German poai'o inaiueuvrc's. “ 'To their hypo- 
critical ov(?rtures,” he wrote, “ you have 
replied by the mouth of your guns and by the 
point of your bayonet. You have be(?n the 
proper Ambassadors of the? Republic : the 
Hejiublic thanks you.” 

The Hattie of Verdun, begun on February 21, 
UUfi, had at tho end of the year brought tlio 
French back almost to tho lino from which 
they were first forced, and wdion Gen€?ral 
Luilendorff instituteil an eii(|uiry into the 
whole course of the battle it was reported that 
he came to the conclusion that Gorman defeat 
ha<l to be a<lmitted. 


END OF VOLUME TEN. 
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I'ldHiDiwcrlcr, usc'd hy the <Jei- 
inans on the Somnn* Front, 

42 r» 

Fleuiv : Fii'in h capture, HS ; 
French diive (Jerinans out 
of, 447 ; (h'linnn attack 
on, 4 It) 

F/0'/, II.M.S., sunk in Channel 
raid, .05 

Fo<‘h, ( Jen., ad vanee on Feroiirn-, 

sr> 

|M)od Controllei, liord l)e\on 
port appointed, 3.70 

Fournet, Atlmiial d’Aitigr du 
111 eoinmand in tin* Meditei- 
iain‘an, t»4 

F(tj\ II.M.S., in opc*i at ion." off 
Tanga, 1.30 

Fl.uier's Day (duly ilj. erh*- 
hrations at tin* Front ;ind at 

Home, 102, ln3, 10.7, loti 

Frtmronin, l'7en-h transpoit 
sunk. 08 

Fr(‘neh Army, (Jen. Nivelle on 
superioi- moral of, 440 

Fry, Maj.-Cen. (’. I. : in (orn- 
mainl of LSth Infantry 
Rrigadi* in I’ei'sian (Jult. 
200 ; in llatth* of Kul-el- 
Amara, 225 

Fryatl. Capt. Charles, murdei'ed 
hy the (Jerinans, 53, 55 


G 

O 104, c.erinaii d<*st rover, sunk 
by H.M.S. Clf'opatra. 5H, 50 
Galicia, Turkish Army Corps in, 
165, ICO 

Gallia. Fiipnch tran.sport, si.nk, 
68 


Ciallipoli Peninsula, work of the 
Navy during the evacuation 
of, 05 

(Jallwitz, Maj.-(Sen. von. 170 
(Ja/.i. (J(*riiians driv<*n from, 13ti 
Genista^ mine swee 2 )er, torpedoed 
.7 1 

Ct‘ 0 !ge V., King: confers Ihe 
V.C. on Lc*e.-(\>ipl. Hrook.^ 
during vi.sit to the Front. 
17 ; issuf.s Army Ordt'i* to 
tro»)j)s on Somme Front. 
4.31, 431 ; im*ssagc‘ to (Jen. 
Nixon quot<'d, 211 ; jiins 
the V.C. on Pte. Froeter. 
420 ; .senils for Mr. Honar 
J.a\\, 3.77, for Mr. Llo\d 
(leorge, .3.77; xisit to tin* 
Somme k'roiit, 42S-4.32 
(5(*rman Army, Prussian (luard 
in Mametz Wood light iiojr. 
S2 ; at ()\ illers. .S3 
(Jerman (7»loiiit‘s, Na\al opi‘ra- 
tions during eainpaiiin in 
tin* (lOh)), 77 SO 
(Jet man Fast Afric a. 'Kin* (’am 
pa'gn in ( 1 •)♦ 121-1 (>0 : 

ant I*. Moslem ^lolic'v in. 1.30 ; 
Ihitish n*organi/al ion and 
new <‘om Ilia rids. 147 ; des- 
cr’itlh'ii of tin* country, 
123-12(.> ; lirsl 111 itish olTen- 
si \ e against, l,3S 111 ; his- 
tory ol. l2(i-l2S; militar\ 
organi/atioii in, 130 132: 
Na\al operations in, 143. 
Ill, Fortuguesc* help, 7S; 
South Alinan rceiuits lor, 
150; \N7*stelli ^'l■onllel 

lighting, 140 

(Jerinau Na\y. raid in I'lnglish 
( 'haiiuel, .75 

(Jerman Peace- on ei lures. 300 

302 

(Jermanv, ('lown Frinee of, 
.uldress on Verdun ijindeil. 

I IS 

( Jei ok, ( Jell. A on, 1 70 
(iVf/ vf/ea*, II.M.S., sinks the ])n s- 
fit It. 70 

(Jnila hip.i, Kus-dans iioss tin-, 

17.7 

(Jodley, Lieut. (Jen. Sir Ale\. in 
eonimainl of .Aiizae ('orps 

in Kg\ pt , 37 I 

(ioiioih. II.M.S., in l*'.a."t Mriean 

operations, l lJl 

(Jorringe, Mji i.'( J»n., in <*oni 
main! of J)i\ision at Ah way. 
215 ; in t ■.unmand o| opi-ra 
tifuis at Nasneh, 21 S 
(Jough, Sir lliiheil : in com- 
mand of Fifth Army nn t he 
Somme, 415; ]»H*|)aral ions 
for a<l\aiie(‘ on ddiiepval. 

42.3 

(Jreal Jlritain; A<lmirally, 
changes, 353 ; Air Hoard, 
resignations Iroin. J147 ; air 
])oln y, 345, eriticii^ms <if and 
timling." ol (’ornmittee of 
Jn vt'sf igat ion, 347 ; anti- 
aircraft ilefene<*s, im[)rove- 
imnts, LSI, (Jerman e<ini- 
inent on, lOS ; (’oalitiori 
(Jovr rnrneut. i haraeter and 
historv of, 325 -320, dedirn* 
and frill f»f, 325-3(i4, early 
achir*vements of, 320, un- 
sol v<*d problems, .352 : 
Finance, SieornlpWar Loan 
issur d, 320, thrift campaign, 


320-3.30 ; Food problem, 
»‘eonomy, 3.31, “ Food (Con- 
troller,” apjHiintment pro- 
mised, 33JI, wheat supply 
]>rohIem, 331, 3.32; Irish 
«tuestion, attempti'd .solu- 
tion of, 311*; Labour. 
Hristol Congn*ss, Mr. Lloyd 
(Jeorge's ap}>e;il at, 3,34. 
railway men's demands, 
.3.3(1, n'lpiireiiii'iits in eon 
nexioii with luunilitins, 331. 
South Wah'.s miners' 
troubles, 334, 33C. South 
Wales mines taken ovt'r by 
the* ( Jo\ ei nrnt'nt . 33(> ; 

.Military S«*r\ ice Ae*ts, 
“combing out,'’ .3,71, .3.72, 
Man - I‘o\\ci Distribution, 
Hoard .‘i ppointt'd. .3.71. J152, 
Man-I’ower* pr<d>h‘nis, 3.70. 
technical defects in the 
\ets. Jl5l) ; Ministry, con- 
struction t>f .Mr. Lloyel 
(Icorgc'.s, .3.77. ,35.S. e-eun posi - 
tion id, .350. .3(ltt, War 

Cabinet, eonsf I net ion of, 
.3.7 S ; Munitions, buddings 
eoinmandeered for. 33.7, 
.Munitions oi War- Act in- 
troduced. .*133. Ministry of 
.Munitions laki- over eon- 
ti'oiieil est a bli.-ih rneiits and 
hotels, .3.35; National Pe- 
gislnition Hill. 32!) ; Farlia- 
nn iit. piolrh ms id I’egister, 
JILL si/e <d the Cabinet, 
JIJIN. W ai Committee, for- 
mation of, JIJIS ; lesirie- 
tion ot lighting regulations, 
IS2, 1 S.S ; snbmaiine men- 
ace, healing on food pro- 
hlern, 3J12 ; War ( >lliee, 
(Jeiieral Stalf reorgani/ed, 
:143, 311 

fin if, (Jerman raidi'i. light with 
Hrifisli aii.Mliaiy ei nisei 
. Mcf! ntn / o , (»4 

(Jresinann, .Map (Jen., in ei>ni 
inand id 3'nikish i-oiintei 
olfrnsiNe in Armenia, 2.S0 

(.Jiiillenioiit, Hrilish repulsed at, 
110 ; Hiitish take and 
vvitiidraw from, 417 ; fight- 
ing at, 42S, 4J13. 137 

( J III I le mont ■ Mai t /. lloiii I'arm 
aiea, (Jeiinuii" regain 
ground at. LIS 

(jJ nilleniont - Maiiiepas road, 
fight ing on t he, 4J10 

( J II rn nshk hane, Hiissiaii" take, 
275 

( J 111 ko, (Jen., I 70 

(Jnyiiemer. Lient. (k’reiieh a\ia- 
tor), brings ilowii (Jerman 
rnaefiine. 42.3 

(Ju\o1 de Saliiis, (Jell., at \'ei- 
diin, 448 


H 

Haggard, (’a])t. Mark, dr‘alh of, 
!♦ 

Haig, (Jeri. Sir Douglas, plans 
after ea]>tnre of Fozieres, 
4L7, 4IC; di.s/iatche.s (quo- 
ted, 445 
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Halilch : battle for, 178 ; rail- 
way Btation captured, 175 
Hamadaii : Ku.ssians take, 248 ; 

KusHians lose, 279 
JfawpMhire, mined, 48- 

50 

Hardeeourt Hill, French attack 
on, 114 

Hardinge of Penshnrst, Lord, at 
Basra, 202 

Hassan Ka*e, Hussians at, 
251 

Haudromont (juarrics, li^ht for, 
401, 402 

Hvdwiff roil Wisumn titt^ (h'linan 
steamer, bombards ports on 
Tanj(anvika, 149 ; sunk, 
79 

Hc‘m Wood : Allies penetrat*-, 
435 ; fighting at, 433 ; 
Frencdi take treiieh at, 
428 

Henderson, Mr. Arthur : w<n l< 
on Army pensions, 350 ; on 
labour and th(‘ magnitude 
of the war, 335, 330 
High Wood : British capture 
trenches near, 43C> ; British 
footing in, 437 ; lighting in, 
100, 107, 114, 117,415, 441 
Hill 97, taken by tin* French. 84 
Hofinan, (len., 175 
Hoghton, Brig.-deii., in Battle 
of Kut-el-Amara, 225 
Ht)heir/ollern l<<‘doubt, Hghting 
at, 422, 423 

Hotzendorf, Hen. (yonrad von, 
on the Magyars, 100 
Hughes, Mr. W. M. : visit to 
Kiiglaiid, 341 ; at Paiis 
(Conference, 342 


Ireland : atteiiitited sohj|i<»n of 
Irish (jncslion, 341 ; (■(in- 

scription ]>roblem, 351 
Isrnaila : British l{ea(l(|iiai teix 
at, 373 : Turkish air attack 
on, 387 

Italian Navy ; Bear- Admiral 
Ma/.y.inghi on th(‘ work of, 
70 ; work of and losses in 
the Adriatic (19 Hi), 70 72 


Jackson, Sir IHuirv. appointed 
President of t})(' Boyal 
Naval Pollege, (5reen\>ieh. 
353 

daeo)>. Lieut. -den. i\ W., in 
command of 2nd Army 
dorps on Somme Front. 92 
.lellieoe. Admiral Sir »John : 
appennted First Sea Lord. 
353 ; (JU tin* Jo.ss of the 
I f (un fi-sh i n\ 49, 50 
.lc7up(4, Hussians capture, 174 
Jdjatfa, encounter at, 370 
doff re, (Jen,. Army Order of 
August 1, 1910, quot(*d, 421 


K 

Kagwa, Sir Apolo, Prime 
Minister of I’ganda, 147 
Kaiser, The, issue.s (4riler to 
ti-oopH on We.stern Front, 
417 ; on the German vic- 
tory at Tanga, 141 
Kanin, Vice-Admiral : relin- 
(juishes (‘ommand in the 
Baltic, 73 ; on Russian 
Fleet in the Baltic, 72 
Kaiitara : Mysore Lancers at- 
tack Turk.s at, 372 ; Turk- 
ish air attack on, 387 
Karga bazar, Russians take, 253 
Karolyi. Count Michael, on the 
use of Magyar troo)»s other- 
wi.se than on the Tran.sjd- 
va Ilian Front, lOO 
Karongn. : (ierman attack on, 
152, 153 ; German attempt 
to seize, 123 

Kasr-i-Shirin, Hussians r(‘acli. 
207 

Katia : British advance on and 
occupation of, 379, 380 ; 
British reverse at, 305, 300, 
381, 383, 384 ; retaken by 
the British, 385 ; Turks 
evacuate, 394 
Knvala, bombarded, 09 
Keller, Gen. (\»uiit. 180 
Kennedy, Brig. -Gen. ll.. in 
command of (Rivalry Bri- 
gade in Persian Gulf, 209 
Kermanshah. Gen. BaratolT 
takes, 248 

Kiamil Pasha, in command 

the Turkish Army in the 
(\uieasus, 248 

Kilimanjaro, Germans drive*!! 
out of, 122 

Kittle Norwegian 'ship, east* of 
the. 315. 310 

Kinfj Kduurd P//., Jf.M.S.. 
mined, 47, 48 

King- Hall, Vice-Admiral, in 
command of Naval opi*!'}!- 
tioiis in Fast Africa, 143 
Kintj Sivphv.Vy Irawh*!’, sunk, 5(> 
Kirch bach auf Lautcrbach, Gen. 

Baron Karl, Hit 
Kitchener, Karl, death at .•-■(*a, 
48-50, 344 

Kneiissl, (Jen. von. 105 
Kolchak, vice-Admiral A. V., 
ap]>ointc(l (%) III mantle r-iii- 
(Miief in Black Sea. 75 
Komysbvnjy German cruiser, de- 
stroys iV(/tlsMS, 121, 134; 
sunk, 122, 144 

Koprukeui. Hus.*<iaii victory at. 
251 

Kn'ss vtm Kresscnstciii, Col.. 
commamb*r of 3’urkish 
forces in Eastern Kgpyt. 
300. 388, 389 ; plans in 
Kgyjitiaii Campaign, 390 
Kuriia, description of rivt'r 
above, 217 

Kuropatkin, Gen., on the Can- 
ea.sus, 242 

Kut-el-Amara; Battle of, 221- 
220 ; British occupation of, 
220 ; British retreat to. 
230-238; siege of, 238, 
239 ; ^Sir Mark Sykes on 
British oeeupation of, 220 


/v21 (Schutte-Lanz) brought 
down at Cuffley, 188-191 
Lahej, Sultan of (Sir Ahmad- 
hiii-Fadthl), death of, 403 
Lahej, Turkish occupation of, 
307, 403 

Lajj : British retreat to, 236 ; 

Gen. Townshend at, 234 
Lake, Gen. Sir Percy : in touch 
with the Russians, 209 ; 
dispatches quoted, 77 
La Maisonnette, German a8sault.s 
on, 435 

Lardemelle, (jJen. de, at Verdun, 
449, 4()8 

Litssoo, d(*stro 3 ’er, torpedoed or 
mined, 51 

Law, Mr. Bonar : supports 
Mr. Lloyd George, 357 ; on 
Paris CVmfereiice r(*solu- 
tions, 342 

Jvawrenee, Maj.-Gen. H. A., in 
command of Port Said 
section, 374 

J.fcchitsky, Gen., Army pas.se.s to 
(.’arpathian area, 102, 103 
Lci))zig Redoubt : Rritish ad- 
vance cast of, 112; fighting 
in th<*, 1 17 

Leonardo dn Vinriy Italian battle- 
ship, destroyed, 72 
J.cttow- Vorbeek, (.V)I. von, coin- 
inander in German East 
Africa, 121, 135 

l.iakhoJT, Gen., at Tr(‘bizond, 
2(i4 

Litzmaiin, Gen. von, 105, 179 
Lloyd (Jeorge, Rt. Hoii. David : 
apjioiiitcd Secretary of 
State for War, 344, Prime 
Minist(‘r, 357, 301 ; first 
spee('h after apjiointinent 
as Premier quoted. 303. 
304 ; interview with Mr. 
Roy Howard quoted, 302. 
3<>3 ; proposal for reform 
of W'nr (jommittee, 354 ; 
reeoustructioii new Minis- 
try, 358 ; resignation as 
War Secretary, 357 ; on 
d(‘eoratioiis eoiiferred during 
lirst two years of war, 2 ; 
on faulty munitions at 
Battle of Loos, 322 ; on 
necessity for labour to 
recognize the magnitude of 
the War, 335 

l^oiidon : aerojilano attack on, 
in daylight, 200 ; air raid 
on district out.side, August, 
1910, 187 

Longido : fighting near, 138; 

Germaqs evacuate, 141 
Longueval ; ammunition stores 
bombed, 93 ; British pro- 
gress at, 413 ; British take, 
90, 414 ; heavy fighting at, 
95, 400. 410; German 

attacks repuKsed at, 112 
Longueval to Bazentiii-le-Grand, 
trenches occupied byBritish, 
90 

Lou v(*ment, French capture, 474 
Lowestoft, bombardment of, 56 
J^udendorff, Gen., on German 
defeat at Verdun, 474 
Lukuga, German.s attack, J149 
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ai 

MacCay. Maj.-Gen. Hon. J., 
in command of 5th Austra- 
lian Division in E^ypt, 374 
Macrcady, Sir Novil, Adjutant- 
General, 352 

Mafia, Germans surrender at, 
144 

Mageibra : British attaek the 
enemy at, 381 ; mo bib' 
camel attaek on, 3111 
Maghdaba, British defeat Turks 
at, 3f)t), 31)8 

Magyars, attitude of th(‘, Ibti 
Mahemdia- Romani lines : British 
fall back on, 31M> ; Turkish 
attaek on, 31)2-3114 
Maisonnette Farm : Ughting at, 
1(17,’ 111 ; taken by tin* 
Fnmeh, 84 

]Mamakhatun, Russians willj- 
draw from, 270 

^Mametz VVoofl : fighting in, SI, 
82 ; taken bv tin* British. 
82, 85 

Mangin, (Jc*n. : organizes at- 
tacks upon Fleury, 447 ; 
reply to German peace 
overtures. Army Onbu- 
<1 noted, 474 

Mariampol, Bussians capture, 
17(1 

Marliav<‘, Rear-Admiral de. 
thank(*d by Rt*ar- Admiral 
Bacon for eoop(‘ration on 
the Belgian et»ast, 57 
Mailinpuich and Ba/eiitin L'lic, 
British gain trenches on 

the, 443 

Marwit/, Gen. von dcr. 105, 1711 
Mathy, Gapt. (/e]>])elin Gom- 
mainb'i), on the <lang(‘r of 
(he aeroplane, 1117. 1118 
.Manrepas : h’rcnch reach, 418; 
French take <*emet<'rv at. 
135 

Maxwell, (ieii. Sir A., <lis- 
patches (|iiot(‘d, 3()7 
.Mecca., Sh(*rif of, throws oil 
'rurkish nll(*gian<’c*, 388, 401 
Mcchani<*nl Transport in t lu- 
War, 281-302 ; Branch at 
the War Office, organiza- 
tion anil subsidy seln im*. 
283-285, testimonial to, 3t)2; 
main depot, 287, functions. 
288 ; mol)ili/ation of m(‘ii 
and vehicles. 285 ; jxT- 
frjiincl. 288; “ I’anks," <lc- 

tails ainl nse of. 21)8-301 ; 
\(d)i(4es, caterpillar inc- 
chanisin, 290, 2117, heavy 
traetors, ty]>cs. 211(». 297. 
re])airs de])ots, oiganization. 
2112, 211.3, stori's organi/a- 
tion. 21)0. 291 

Mediterranean, .\llicd nasal 
work in the, ()4-()0 

loss of. 58 

Melchoir, Gc ii. von, 105 
.Mcl lis, .Maj.-<icn. Sir Gharics, 
V.G., takes over command 
of the Shaiba garrison, 209 
Mere ban t • Ships, British Ad- 
miralty instructions rc arm- 
ing, 02 

Mes<ipotarnia ; .Arab revolts in, 
227, 228 ; British opera- 
tions in, 269 ; campaign in. 
201*240; decision to ad- 
vance on Baghdad, 214 ; 


conditions of campaigning 
in, 207. 208 ; political and 
military considt*rations, 202- 
204, 213. 214 ; problems 
of the Indian Governiiif'nt, 
213 ; Russians ami British 
in touch, 2i;9 ; su})port of 
British Navy. 77 ; want 
news ill England, 220 
Milner, Lord. Special Gornmittt'e 
on food ])robl<*ins. .3,31 
Milner, Sir Frederick, exposes 
pensions seandal. 349 
.Moihhasa : British r<‘inforeed 

at, 130; German advance 
on. 135 

Mouacii Farm : tiglitinuf at. 
422 ; taken hv (In* French. 
418, 4111 

Miuiitors, British. J/30. loss of. 
titi 

Alontagu. Mr., a ppointt'd Mini'^t r 
of Munitions. .344 ,* on <»u(- 
put of munitions. 322 
Moi \ al.^ ad vance on, 4l(i. 430 
.Motor ambulances; dt's<‘ri pt ion 
o^, 294 : repairs worksliops. 
29.‘>. 290 ; sup]>ly, 293. 29 f ; 
use of. 28 1 

Mount Mi-riditb. fighting at. 392 
Mount Boyston. lighting at. 
393-394 

.M<nn|uet Farm ; British attack. 
423, 424 : British ton e 

entry into (merman lines 
near, 430 ; fighting at, 134 ; 
Sir Hubert <b>ugh a]>proaeh 
ing. 435 

(bu'inaii erni.ver, exploits 
of. Of 

Munitions of War Fnnluetion. 
19 1 (i. 32 1 -32 f ; I'xplo^^i v<‘s. 
output. 321 ; fa<*tories. 
national, iiiimber, 32L ; In- 
sp(‘elioii I lepart nicii I , .stalV. 
.322 ; labour supply, 323 ; 
women eiiip!oye<l on, 323, 
\Nelfare d(‘pa r( rneiit for. .32f 
.Mmiay. Gen. Sii- An hibahl ; 
takes over defence of lOasl- 
crn Egypt. 305, 372 ; dis- 
pa t<‘lies ((noted, 375, .387, 
395 

.Murray of Eli bank. Lord, ap- 
pointi'd Director of Be- 
eruitiiig foi* Munitions 
Work, 335 

.Mush : Bussians press the 

3birks hack to. 251 ; Bus- 
sians take, 25 1 ; Bussians 
lose and retake, 279 
Mnteau, Geii., at Verdun. 473, 
174 

M German arine»l st(‘amer 
in Kaniiigii Bay, I t5 


N 

Xairnhi. (b*rinans' jilniis to take 
ami failure, 122, 137 
.VakhI, shelled by British war- 
ships, 397 

Namur. British airmen b niib air- 
ship shed.s at, 430 
.\arayovka River, fighting in 
the region of, 179 
Nasrieh, Briti.sh advance on and 
occupation c»f, 218, 211) 


Nasturthntu mine - sweeper, 
mined, 0(5 

Naval Operations during 1910, 
41-80 

Nepenin, Vice-Admiral, • siie- 
eet'ds Bear-Admiral Kanin 
in the Baltic*, 73 
Ngoma, Gerrnan.s take and 
Belgians recapture. 150 
Nicola y» Maj., at Douaumont, 
4(55 ; r(*(>ort on battle of 
Douaumont, 406 
Ni\(*Ilc, (Jen. : Army Order to 
Gen. .Mangin’s troops (j no- 
ted. 466, to Verdun Army, 
440 ; eaj)lure of Douau- 
mont FroJit, 448 -400 ; on 
the sup«'rior moral of the 
Freneli soIdic*r, 449 : suc- 
et‘(‘ds Ge?i. JotTn* on the 
We>;tern Front, 471 ; lakes 
leave of slatT at Vtu'diin, 474 
\i\oii, (Jen. Sir ilohii : lakes 
over command of Ibu'sian 
(^impaign. 2(18. 209 ; dis- 
patches (|uoted, 217, 2111, 
223, 220, 230 ; on floods in 
Mesopotamia, 212 
“ Norfolk Hill ” ( M(*so])otainia), 
British carry, 217 
Xorlhey. Brig.-Gt'n. E., takes 
over command of troo]is in 
Nvasalaml and Rlicjdesia, 

I .is 

Xorth S(‘a. (Jerman raids in the, 
50 

\ottt Rfjhatit, H.M.S., sunk by 
su hina r‘ »ve. .50 

XithioN., H.M.S., desli‘oyei‘. goes 
aground in Ghanm*! raid, 
.55 

\m* t*d-l)in : at Gf (‘siphon, 2.35 : 
<11 (oinmand of 'Lbirkish 
forces at Knt-el- Amara, 221 
Nvji.sniand : tig!) ting in, 150- 
155 ; Nax al op(‘rationM in, 
79; rebel rising in, 1.32, 1.51 


() 

Oghiatina; British rev(*rse at, 
.38 1 , 382, 38.3 ; 'Put ks (fx aen- 
ale, 395 

( Illy, light ing at , 215 

Ofthiii'i, (Jerman hospital ship, 
case of. .320 

fffft tiudatf, (J(’rinan armed 
p<i4roI, srjfik by British 
destroyers, .58 

(l\il((r-j - La Bois(‘lle Line; 
Bri t ish t a ke, 107-111 ; 
Fi ussiun (Jiia rd man mu v res 
at, 108; Tht‘ Timrs (%>'-re- 
spoiub'nt on figlitingon the, 
109. 1 10 


I’ 

Baris (’onfereiiee, 341-302 
Bas^’aga, (J(‘n. de : address to 
troops at Verdun (j noted, 
4.50-452 ; at Verdun, 449 ; 
issues Aifiiy Order to 
troops at \b*nlnn, 173 
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IVaoft Overtures from Germany, 
3()0-3()2 

PefjasuM^ destroyed by 

the Kdntgshr.rg, 121, 134 
Ihiirse,- Sir Richard, siice(‘rded 
by Vico Admiral Sir Ross- 
lyn Wernyss, 77 

J*<'}»]>(*r Rid^e, French take, 474 
IVrirn, Turkish attack on, 402 
IVronne, French advance on, 
110 

Persia, I^. and O. liner, sunk by 
German submarine, 01 
Persian Frontier : Oj^htiiiK on 
the*, 2711 ; Russian ni»>ve- 
TiientH on the, 200 
Plessis, Gen. <lu, at Verdun. 473 
Poincare, l*re.Kidc‘nt, visits lli'^ 
So m m c r ron t , 4 3o 
Port Said, Turkish air attacks 
on, 380 

Portugal, hospital sbip, sunk, 74 
Po'/ieres : Allied advancf^ on, 
loti, 107, 111 ; Anzacs at, 
118, 1 10, 405, 40ti, 42(i. 427 ; 
attack on, 118-120; Rritish 
c-apture. 120; ti^btin^ at, 
no, 422, 120, 427 ; (h*r- 

innns bo in bard, 441 
Primula., inine-swi'cper, tor- 
pedoed, tit) 

Prinripp Umberto, Itali/in traiis- 
t>ort, sunk by subinariin*, 70 
Prize Court A<*ts, Orders in 
Council, 310 

Prize of War, 303- 32t) ; contra- 
band an<l <’on1inuous voy- 
age*, 3 1 (i ; ( ’ourts : <*on- 

stitution of firitisli, 301, 
case of th(^ Chib, 304, of 
lh(‘ Corsicfui. Priurc, 305, 
of the Afarir (Haeser, 313, 
lisliiiif^ vessel <ascs, 315, 
histone casis r(‘callc(|, 304. 
30ti, .308, 300. Dominions 
constitution, 310, Kaikland 
Islands Rattle casi-, 310, 
(hu'inan l*riz«* Court, ex- 
ample, 317, history of, 303 ; 
])rizc money ainl bounty, 
,30(i .310; }>roclamat i<»ns, 
310; various cases, 30<i, 
311 320 

Procter, IMc. A. 11., a\var<lcd tin* 
V.C.. 42!» 

J’rothcro. !Mr. Koubind, ap- 
jiointcil Crc.sidciit of Hoard 
of Agriculture, .350 
Provence II, Kn-neh auxiliary 
cruise r. t<»rpcdoed, (iti 
Prussian Guard, surnndei’ at 
() villi'rs- La lh»iselle, lOS 
Puehalski, (Jen. von, 1().5 
Pulling, Flig)i(-Li«‘ut. Lihvanl 
L., awarded the D.S.O., 100 


11 

Rafa, Turks driven from. 3t>ti, 
300 

Rawlinson, (Jen. Sir Henry, in 
command of Fourth Army 
on the Soninu‘, 415; ad- 
vanct‘ in the Guilleinont 
region, 428 

Ke<lmon«l. Mr., on consoription 
in Ireland, 351 


Red Sea Coa.st, guarding of tin?, 

400 

Jienaudiu, French destroyer, 
sunk, 70 

Rhodesia, Northern, fighting in, 
154-158 

Jtiffel, French cruiser, torpedoed, 
08 

Rizkalla Salim, leader of raicls 
on Su»‘Z (.’anal, 370 ; killed, 
372 

Roberts, (Jen., in retreat to 
Kut-el- Amara, 237 
Robertson, (Jen. Sir William : 
appointed Chief of the* 
Imperial (Jeneral Staff, 344 ; 
on our urgent need for men. 
.350 

Robinson, Li4*ut. W. 1^. : brings 
down /.21, 188, 18i) ; 

awanicd th<‘ V.(\, 191 
Romani : atta<*ks on British at. 
,381, 383; Battb- of. 392- 
394 ; Rritish occupy, 385 ; 
3hirks attack, 387 
Ro(|ue.s, (Jtui., tribute' tf* JRitish 
Army, 421 

Rou maniau, Rritisli tank stcuim- 
sliip, case of the, 319 
Rumania, intervcuition of, 180 
Rnnciinan, Mr., on British ship- 
ping lo.s.scs, ()2 
HusspU, H.M.S., I<»ss of, (M) 
Russia, (Jraml Duke Ni<‘hola.s of : 
message to the Tsar on fall 
of Frzerum, 254 ; Tsai’ 
issues r:*scri))t to, takes 
over command in the Cau- 
casus, 245 

Russian Navy : woik in tlic 
Baltic, 72-74, in tln‘ Bla<*k 
Si ‘ a, 74 

Russian ()ff<nsi\c of lOIb: 
Last Phase, 101-180; 
Aust ro-( Jerinan eommamls, 
1(}2, new jlist ri but ion of 
Ai rnit*s iluring, l(»3-ll>t> 


s 

Sailly-Sa.llis»*l, Prench to ad- 
vaiUM* on, 41(» 

S(. (Quentin, b<>m bani riH’iit of, 
* (tcsi'ii ption of, 89 

Saisi, Rritish dt'fence td, 157, 
1 58 

S«‘hmidt von KnobeksdortT. Gen.. 
I 05 

Schnee. Dr. Albert. (Jovi rnor- 
ship in Gcrinan Fast Africa, 
129, 130 

Schramm, (5vpt. Wilhelm, Z(‘p- 
p<*lin commander, funeral, 
191 

Scl borne. Lord, appoints special 
Committee on Footl Pro- 
blem under ]>residcncy of 
Lord Milner, 331 

Shaiba, action at, 205, 207 

Shaw. Maj.-Gi*n. 1). («• L., m 
<‘nmmand of Aden Rrigade, 
402 ; on the Royal Ar- 
tilb'ry at Lahcj, 403 

SlicherbaehefT, Gen., Army takes 
over Dniester regioJi, 10.3 

Sheikh Said : Rritish take and 
evacuate, 402 ; Naval co- 
opcratiOjti in the taking of, 
402 


Shevalsky, Gen., in RirsKian 
advance in the Caucasus, 
252 

Shipping Controller, Sir Jo.seph 
MaeJay appointed, 359 

Simon, Sir John, resignation of, 
339 

Sinai Peninsula : de.seri])tion. 

369 ; minor encounters in. 

370 ; operations in Ontral 
and Southern sections, .397 ; 
Turco-(Jerman prepara- 
tions for advance in, 388 ; 
Turk.s driven from, 365-399 

Smith, Sir George, in NvasaJand. 
151 

Smith. Maj.-Gen. W. E. B., at 
Wellington Ridge, 394 

Smuts, Gen. ; takes over com- 
mand in East Africa, 122. 
160 ; on (Jen. Tighe’s task, 
] 59 

Smyrna, bombardment of, 69 

Sumnu*, Rattle of the (ii.), 81- 
120, <iii.), 405-44-1; Allied 
artillery at, 89 ; Austra- 
lian Division at th(‘, 112, 
118-119 ; bombardment on 
July 13, 1916, 93 ; Rritish 
and Fri'iich coo]>eration in 
ad valid* u]> (5jmi)les Valley, 
4l(i; Rritish ca])tures uf) 
to July KJ, 1916, 108, 109 ; 
cliarge of Dragoon (Juards 
and Detcan Horse, 98-103 ; 
(Jerman comm«*n1s on the. 
90-92. I IS ; (JiU'man ficti- 
tious re])ort on, 420, 421. 
4.37, 438 ; (J«Tman o])inion 
on Rritish artillery i|uoled. 
412, on British soldier and 
leaib'iship, 412-41.3; (Jer- 
man treatment of ]>risr)n(*rs 
at tin*, 87 ; n*sults from 
.hily 1-26. 120 ; Sir Douglas 
Haig's ])ians after captun* 
of Po/icres, -115, 416; 

stratt'gic j)osition on July 
1.3. 1916, 92; The Times 
Special ( 'orrcs]M)ndcnt on 
till*. 8.7-87 ; wounded in 
London. 87, 89 

Somim* Front : British airimui 
drop bombs on coinmuni<*a- 
tions and sttircs ilepots, -119. 
420 ; description of (Jc?r- 
man dug-outs, 421 ; Ger- 
mans improve si'cond bin* 
of defence on, 90 ; King 
Gi'orge's visit to the, 428- 
432 

Sowrey, 2jnl Lieut. F., awarded 
the D.S.O., 192 

Soyecourt, French forces take, 
116 

Steuart, Rrig.-Gen. J. M. : takes 
over oonimand in ^Iritish 
East Africa, 134 ; super- 
seded by Maj.-(Jen. Tighe, 
122 

SubmariiK's ; Rritish, F23 tor- 
jicdoes the \V tMfalen, 56 ; 
Frt'iieh, Foucault, sunk, 70 ; 
(Jerman, attack on (Jrimshy 
trawl(*r.'j, 196, (J^'rrnan eam- 
])aign, 61-64, U boats’ ac- 
tivities, 42-45, f/35, arrival 
in Spain, 62, exploits 

of, 63, 64, r7( 5, at Temple 
Pier, I^iondon, 50 

Submarine Warfare, 50, 51 
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SiitUi Bay, Allied occupation of, 
()5 

Sudan, minor operations in. 400 
Suez ('anal ; British dedonoe of, 
.‘570 ; construction of forts 
on, 879 ; defences descrih<*(l, 
374, 37o ; Maj.-( leu. Wil- 
son's defence of. 307 ; Tui- 
kish raids on, 370 
Sultanabad, Jlussians tiike, 24S 
Su.'tsrjT. cross-Channel steamer, 
torpt‘doed by (Jernian sub- 
marine, 02 

iSzuriuay, (-len. von, 179 


T 

Talaat Bey, unpojiularit y <d‘, 2()l 
Tanga : Flritish plans frustrated 
at. 139 ; tight ing round, 
1 39- 14 1 

'Tanganyika. T^ake : boml>ai<l- 
nn'iit of Bt'lgiaii port Jaiku- 
ga, 122, of various jiorts, 
149 : gunboat tight ing on, 
7S 

■ Tanks '' : deseiijitioii of. 299, 
301 ; design and use of, 
298-301 

Tavida ; (lermans occupy. 134, 
135 ; (lermans strengthcui 
positions at, 149 
■^rernpest. 2iid J^ieul., awanled 
the D.S.O.. 197 
T<*rs/dyansky, (len. von, 195 
Tliiaurnont, work ami farm 
tak«‘n by tlu* French. 4t>4 
Tliiaurnont- Vaux Front, (lerinan 
attack, 440 

'riiiepval : British capture ridge 
oviM'lookiiig, 43S ; tighting 
at, 430 ; Sir Hubert (lougli’s 
pr'epai’atioris for ad vaiice ou. 
423 

Thiepval Salient : lighting foi', 
440, 441 ; 77/ e Tiwes (‘or- 
respondent on British ar- 
tillery prejraraf ions on, 139, 
443 

'Tigbe. Brig. -den. M. I.: ap- 
pointed (^)mmamler in ICasl 
Africa, 140 ; jm'parat i<iU.'- 
for n(‘W British otl’ensive in 
East Africa, 147, 158 ; 

supersedes Brig. - (h n. 

Stewart in British Fast 
Africa, 122 

Tigris, Operations on the, 219- 

220 

Torabcur, (len., in eo nun and in 
^Belgian (7ongo, 122 
Toitdern, British attack (ler- 
man airship sheds at, 58 
Torpotlo Boats, British, No. 11 
mined, 48 

Townshend, Maj.-(len. Sir 
Charles : in command of 
advance force in .Meso- 
potamia, 217 ; at (H-esi- 
phon, 230 ; moves on to- 
wards Baghdad, 232 ; 

operations of, 217, 218. 

221- 220 ; ])rc*parations for 
Kut siege, 238 ; on Bagh- 
dad advance, 232 
Trebizond : capture of, 74 ; 

description and hist4>ry of, 
266 ; Bussian advance on. 


200-203 ; Russians take. 
203-207 ; Turkish attack 
on, 273 

Tiii *ste, ftaiiaii torpedo boat 
rail!. 70 

Troiics Wood. British tak»*. 84, 
95 

T.'^eniovka, Russians cio.'^s the, 
177 


u 

C753. dcrmaii .siihiiiat inc. activi- 
tifs <»f, 43 

Uganda : dermau raids in, 

147 ; di‘rman attack on 
railway, 122, 135, 159 


V 

V/icheraii vilic, French lake. 474 
Van, Bussiaiis re-ocriipy, 215 
V^aux, French occupy, 170, 471 
Vaux-(’hapitrt‘ Line, (Icrman 
attack on, 448 

Veclilih Pasha, in command in 
Arrmuiia. 272 

V(‘rduii, Tlu‘ B(‘licf of, 445 471 ; 
French captures at {Octo- 
her -Non ember*, 1910), 471. 
( DeceiiiluT), 472, 474 ; den. 
Dubois oil the sli'englli of, 
459 401 ; (lerman att< nipf 
{.Inly II, 1910), 44t» ; ])osi- 
tion at end of .lum*, 1910, 
445 ; Sir Douglas Haig on, 
445, 440 

Vci inand-Dvillcrs, (Irrmans re- 

puksed at. 434 

Victoria ('ro.;ses during the first 
two years of war, I to ; 
list of narm*s, 30 40 ; Aii- 
/.a<-s in datlipoli, 17 19; 
Bah<ie, Sergt .- .Maj. F.. 30; 
Barber, Pt<*. K., 35 ; Bas- 
s<*tt, i'orpl. d. Ji. S., 18; 
Bent, DriJiniiirr S. •!., 33 ; 
Bingham. (V)iiimr. the Iloii. 
F. B. S., 20 ; Boyle, Li<*ut.- 
('ommr. F. (’., 2t; Brad- 
bury, ('apt. F. K., 5, 0, 
death, 7 ; Brooks. Lci*.- 
Sergl. ()., 17 ; Burt, Cor pi. 
A. A.. 13 ; Burton, (.'f»r pL 
A. S.. 18 ; L'ampheli, J^imit. 
F. W., 27, 29 ; dooksoii. 
Lieut. -Co in III r. K. C., 2(i ; 
Cornwell, .L T., 20 ; Cotter-, 
l.«<'e.-Ccjrj»I. VV. R., 35 ; 

Dartnell, Temp. Lieut. W.. 
17 ; Davies. Squad. Comriir. 
K. B., 30 ; Dawson, Ci>r|»l., 
5 ; Dease, Lieut. M. •!., 5 ; 
de T'a.ss, Lieut. F. A., 22 ; 
Dimmer, Lieut. J. H. S., 7, 
9 ; Dorrell, Batt.-S«*rgt.- 
Maj., 5, 0; Drain, Driver 
.1. H., 10 ; Drake, Corpl. 
A. d., 31» ; Drewry, Mid- 
shipman d. L., 24 ; JJiin- 
staii, (’nrf»L W., 18 ; Fisher, 
Lee-.(7orpI. F., 27 ; For- 
shaw, Lieut. W. T., 13; 

Fo.s.s, (^ipt. C. (A, 30; Fulh*r, 
Jxo. -Corpl. W., 9; Fuller, 
Lce.-Cor)il. W.l i)., 35 ; 

dai*fortli, Corj*L C. F., 6 ; 


drerifell, Capt. F. ()., 3 ; 
Hall. Colour-S(‘rgt. W. F., 
27, 29 ; liainiiton. Pie. J., 
18 ; Han.siui, ('apt. P. H., 
3ti ; Harvc'y, Maj. F. J.. W.. 
2ti ; Hawker*. Capt. L. d., 
5 ; Hogan. STugl. .L, 30 ; 
Holhi<)<»k. Lieut. N. D., 23 ; 
Holmes, la*e.-Corj>l. P. W., 
10; I ndians, 19, 22 ; Insall, 
2nd Li(‘u1. d. S. M., 31, 33 ; 

• lacka, Lee.-('orpl. A.. 1.17; 
.lames, 2ml Lii'ut. H., 19 ; 
.lar^is, L<M*.-(\)rpl. (\ A.. 3 ; 
.lohnsnn. Lieut. F. 11. , 5 ; 
doliii-on, ('apt. W. H.. 5 ; 
Kcmally, Ptc. W., 17; 

KiMiiiy. Plt\ H., 33 ; Ki y- 
/.or, JMe. L.. IS ; Khudadad, 
Sj‘poy. P.l ; Kilby, ('apt. 
.\. F. d.. .3(> ; Kulhir Thapa. 
19; “ I.- ' Battery’s heroic 

stami, .5 7 ; Laidlaw, Piper 
1).. 3,3 ; Lala, laiiice-Naik, 
22 ; Laiicasliii*t‘ Fusiliers at 
dallipoli, 15 ; Leach, 2nd 
Lieut. .)., 30 ; Liddell, 

('apt. .1. A., 31 ; Luke, 

Di ivi i* F., 10 ; Lynn, Pte. 
.1., 30 ; Maling, 3'eiiip. 

Lieut, d. A., 29 ; Mallesoti, 
Midshipman W. St. A., 24 ; 
Martin, Licuit. (’. d., 5; 
Martin - Leake, Lieut. A., 
27 ; Mellish, Bev. F. N., 33; 
Mir Dast, .leinadar, 19 ; 
Nasmith, Jaeul. - Coninir. 
.M. F., 23; Naval, 23 20 ; 
Ni*anie, Lieut. P., .5 ; Negi. 
Naik Darwan Sing, 19. 22 ; 
N(‘lson. S(‘rgl. D.. ; 

O'Leary, Lieut. Michael, L 
II. 1.3; ()'Sidli\an, ('apt. 
(i. B., 19; Potl+<, Pie. 

F. W. ()., 1.3 15; B.A.M.(k, 
2(), 27, 29 ; Bankmi, ('apt.. 
H S., 5 ; Baynes, Ac’ting- 
S( rgt. .1. (k, ,3.3, .3.7 ; Kendle, 
Bandsman 3'. F., 33 ; B<'y- 
noids, ('apt. D., 9, 10; 

Bliodcs- .Mooriinus<‘, Li(*ut. 
VV'. B., 29 ; Bitcliie, ('oinrni*. 
11. P.,24; Bohinson, Lieut. - 
(’oininr. F. (L, 24 ; Boeli 
fort, 2iid Lieut, d. A. B., 
.35 ; S a III son, S e a in a n 
(i. M., 24 ; Smiinger. (7ipt. 
\\ A. (k, 27, 29 ; Shout, 
('apt. A. .1., 18; .Singh, 

Scpeiy (Oiatta, 32 ; Sin ton. 
(Japt. .1. A., 29 ; Smith, 2nd 
Li<‘ut. A. V., 13 ; Smylie, 
Sub. - JJtuit. d. F., 30 ; 

Sorn<‘i*s. Sergt. .1., 19 ; 

Symons. Lieut. VV^ .1., 18; 
3'hn>ssrll,2nd Lieut. IL V. H 
19 ; 3'isdall. Sub - Lieut. 

A. W. St. pt'lair, 24 20 ; 

Tidlertoii, TTi‘. B., 30 ; 

3A>inhs, Lee.-(!*)r]>l. .L, .3.5; 
Tuhh, Lieut. F. H.. IK; 
Unwin, (.'ornnir. F., 24 ; 

Uptcni, (7)r]il. .L, 17 ; 

W'h rjndfU'd, Sub - Liriil, 

B. A. .L, 29, rleath, .30; 

Wheeler, Maj. d. d. M.. 22 ; 
Williams, Able Seaman 
\V^ C., 24; Willis, Capt. B. B., 
!7; Wilson, JMe. d., II; 
Wooley, Jjieut. (L H., 13 ; 
Wright, Capt. T., 3 ; Wyatt, 
Lc(*. -Corpl. (L H., 3.5 ; 
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Yatf, Maj. C. A. L., 10, 11 ; 
Younj?, Pte. W., 33 
Victoria Nyanza, fighting in the 
region of, 146 

Viktng, destroyer, sunk, 

Vorontsoff - bashkoff. Count, 
Vieetoy of the Caucasus, 240 
V per iodt hospital ship, sunk, 74 


w 

Wales, H.R.H. The I'rinec of, 
in Egypt, 379 ; in Khartum, 
400 

Ward, Lieut. -Col. L. E. S., in 
command of East Afri(‘an 
J'rotectorate Force, 133 

Waterlot Farm ; British cap- 
ture, 100 ; German aitack.s 
repulsed at, 112 

Wavcll, Lieut. A. J. B. : forms 
Aral) Army in East Africa, 
133 130; killed, 159 


Wellington Ridge, fighting on, 
393, 394 

Wemyss, Vice-Admiral Sir Ross- 
lyn, succeeds Sir Richard 
Peirse, 77 

Westfalen^ German battleship, 
torpedoed by E23, 56 
Wiggin, Brig.-Gen. E. A., at 
Katia, .379, 380 
Wilhelm, Gen. voii, 10.5 
Wil.son, Maj. -Gen. Sir Alex, in 
command of Suez Canal 
defences, 307 

Wingate, Sir Reginald : in com- 
mand of Egyptian Army, 
374 ; succeeds Sir Henry 
McMahon in Egypt. 400 ; 
dispatch quotod, 400 


Y 

Yarmouth, Great, bombardment 
of, 60 


Vounghusband, Maj. -Gen. Sir 
George J., appointed to 
command at Aden, 403 
Yudenitch, Gen. : biographical. 
256-267 ; in command in 
the Cauca.sus. 241 ; advance 
on Erzerum, 248, on Erzin- 
jan, 274 ; enters Erzinjan. 
270 

Yu'rsuf, Prince, Turkish heir 
apparent, murder of, 200 


Z 

Zaida, armed yacht, .sunk, OS 
Zanzibar, Sultan of, declaratior) 
of loyalty, to the Brili.Mh 
quoted, 132 

Zeebrugge ; Briti.sh attack .sea- 
plane station at, 57 ; Ger- 
man raids from, 52, 53 
Zeppelin raids : .see Air Raid.s. 
Zhychevski, Gen., 180 
Zlota Li pa. Russians ero.s.^, 170 ; 
Russian offensive on the, 
173-177 
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